
Happy New Year SAWA!

Congratulations for making it through a tough year. I don’t know about you, but I found 
myself feeling a bit down with all of the new variants and how they will continue to 
impact us. 

Then I ran across Isiah 40:30 -31 Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men 
stumble and fall; 31 but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will 
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint.

What a promise!! It reminded me of all we accomplished in the last year, the lives we’ve 
touched and the good we’ve been blessed to be a part of. We have so much to be 
thankful for as we head into 2022. We know God goes before us in our endeavors. 

We have much to accomplish in 2022, new board members and committee 
chairpersons will soon be chosen, so please consider if you feel called. Our scholarship 
committee is starting their process of interviewing students, we have a fundraising 
event to plan, and all of the great opportunities we have with the ARC and the Boys and 
Girls Club. The need is great, and I know we’ll meet the challenges ahead as we work 
together to do the most good!

Our meetings will remain the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Our January meeting has 
been cancelled due to the COVID surge and impending storm, so our next meeting is 
scheduled for February 15th. Our boxed lunches have worked well and Chef Henry will 
be providing our meal for that meeting. 

I look forward to sharing another great year with you ladies. I’m so grateful for each of 
you and the gifts you bring to the Auxiliary!

Thank you for all you do. 

Many blessings in the new year, 
Jennifer Adkins
President, 2020 - 22
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Scholarships
If we are experiencing the winter blues or feeling a bit anxious about the latest Covid surge, 
we only need to look at the energy and enthusiasm of our scholarship students to feel our 
spirits boosted. These recipients were happy to return to their campuses in August for the fall 
semester after a year of remote or hybrid classes. Their grades testify to their hard work.

The mean grade point average of our eight students is 3.45. Amazing! Two of our students 
earned a 4.0 average last semester—a senior at UNC Chapel Hill and a freshman who is 
a student at Winston-Salem State University. One of our sophomore students has been 
selected for the Honors College at NC A&T. We are extremely proud of our graduate student 
who will receive his Master’s degree from Georgia State University.

This is the month the scholarship committee usually visits the area clubs to make high school 
students aware of the available funding. However, due to the current high number of Covid 
cases, we will present this information through a streaming platform this month instead of 
in-person meetings.  

Hopefully, we can communicate one-on-one if students have questions or need help 
in completing the online application. We appreciate Ed Boyce’s help in recording the 
presentation. We hope to make four additional scholarships available to upcoming high 
school graduates.

Diane Minsker

Boys and Girls Club
December was such fun at Booth Commons, our new family center with a Boys and Girls 
Club. I would like to thank everyone that generously donated homemade Christmas cookies 
for our craft event. I know it is such a busy time to ask but the kids really loved them. Yum!  
Yum!  This craft gave the children a chance to give back to their own family and share 
something wonderful. They made beautiful decorations to put on their cookie boxes. I would 
also like to give a big applause to Jen Adkins, Diane Thomas, and Diane Minsker that joined 
me in helping the kids with the craft that day.  

Additionally, I worked with 16 teen winners from the clubs that were having dinner at a 5 star 
restaurant. Helping them learn all about the utensils that may be in front of them and how to 
use them was a real task on Zoom. I would like to thank Suzanne Duncan my IT person for 
making this possible.

We look forward to more crafts, home work helpers, and Valentine cupcakes next month.

If interested in any of the above please give me a call, 704-477-7205

Rosella Bergen

FebruaryMeeting
With our January meeting being cancelled, our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 
15th at 11:30 am. You can join in person at Area Command with enhanced social 
distancing or via Zoom. Major Todd will be our speaker for this meeting and will have 
lots of good information to share! A boxed lunch will be served so RSVPs will be crucial. 
RSVP information will be included in the February newsletter. 

The Auxiliary Board meeting will take place just prior to the General Meeting at 

10:00 a.m. All Auxiliary officers and committee chairs, please plan to attend. 

Adult Rehabilitation Center
Jewelry sorting has been canceled for January because of the Omicron virus. We will keep 
you informed by email when we will resume.

Becky Herring



January Birthdays 
Please wish the following members a Happy Birthday and 
blessed day!

Judy Vinroot    Jan. 15  
Betty Reynolds  Jan. 18
Nelle Rose Beverly  Jan. 23
Diane Minsker   Jan. 27

Christmas Update
As many of you know, this year was another tough year for our Angel Tree program. It was 
difficult finding a location (again) and we were not able to find a space until mid-November 
which put us in crunch mode right from the start. Supply chain issues and staffing issues 
added to the difficulties this season. Our volunteer teams and the Auxiliary ladies came 
through though! They stepped up and helped us cross the finish line and overcome the 
many obstacles we faced. We were able to serve 2,672 Angel families (6,804 children), 
1,378 seniors, and 417 disabled individuals or foster children for a grand total of 4,467 
families impacted. A heartfelt thanks to all of you who came to fold bags, put together Angel 
packets, stuff backpacks, stock shelves, and shop for unfilled Angels. We literally couldn’t 
have done it without you. 


