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hurricane nicholas ~ help after the storm

RIGGIE RUSK VISITS THE SALVATION ARMY BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF TEXAS CITY

T
hings were not looking too good as then Tropical Storm Nicholas formed quickly in the Gulf and headed toward the 
Texas coast. It ultimately hit as a category 1 hurricane, making landfall around Sargent and making it’s way eastward 
along the Texas coast. While the storm surprised residents with its erratic formation, Galveston County was largely 

spared the devastating effects of flooding and wind damage. However, a large portion of the area suffered sustained power 
outages, causing a loss of food for many who could scarcely afford it. The Emergency Disaster Service divisional of The 
Salvation Army sent 480 food boxes to the area to help people recover from the incident. 

“Food is a basic need and part of the mission of The Salvation Army is to meet basic needs so we were happy to have these resources to 
share,” Said Major Nathanael Doria of The Salvation Army. 

Joe Compian, Mayor Pro-tem of LaMarque quickly pulled together an event at City Hall with public utility workers volunteering 
to help distribute 200 food boxes to citizens affected by the storm. Mayor Keith Bell was on hand to greet and talk to citizens. 
People driving through the line were happy to have the help and were thankful for all who came out to make the event possible. 

Volunteers have continued distributing food boxes at apartment complexes and at The Salvation Army in Galveston and Texas 
City. “We are thankful that this storm did not do the type of damage that was predicted in our area and we are mindful of those in our 
neighboring counties who were not so lucky. But we are also aware that, for the poor, power outages that cause loss of food can also be 
a big problem,” said Major Doria. “We want to thank our community for the support they give us every day that makes it possible to 
serve when need arises.” 

Mayor Keith Bell comments:  “Many of those suffering from hunger suffer from far more than lack of nourishment. They suffer 
the indignities associated with the inability to provide for themselves and their family. Food distribution does far more than meeting 
physical needs; it can be life changing.”



Phil,  a retired US Army Infantryman 
with 21 years honorably served and 
numerous combat deployments, 
moved to Galveston in the middle of 
the COVID pandemic. He says he 
had decided that if the world is going 
to end, he wanted to spend whatever 
time he had left on a beach. He loves 
spending his time swimming, surfing 
and at the gym. Exercise is a big part 
of his daily life.

When Phil started seeking out 
volunteer opportunities, he found 
very few available due to the 
pandemic. He heard a rumor that The 
Salvation Army needed help, so he 
looked them up and discovered they 
were Christian-based. He decided 
to give it a try, and then decided to 
stay because of the people who he 
saw receiving help everyday. He says 
it is beyond amazing how much The 
Salvation Army does for Galveston 
and people who need a hand.  He 
considers himself extremely lucky 
and successful in life and is grateful 
to be able to help others by offering 
his time. 

“I love knowing I helped a total stranger 
and showed them that they aren’t alone 
and the world still cares about them. I 
genuinely hope it lifts their spirits and 
helps them to keep pushing forward 
through the tough times,” he says. 
Phil brings much needed skill and 
experience to The Salvation Army. 
Thank you!

Bruce came from Chula Vista, 
California having served through 
The Salvation Army for a number 
of years. He has traveled the world 
since his college days, experiencing 
the culture in far-flung places like 
Australia, Singapore, Thailand and 
Japan among many others.

While living in Maui, Bruce was 
running a local food bank when 
he encountered the work of The 
Salvation Army. He believes the 
fact that he grew up in a children’s 
hospital was part of the reason he 
was so attracted to their ministry. He 
joined up and was sent to California 
to training college and became an 
officer.

Bruce served in Galveston in 2008 
during the disaster response to 
Ike. He knew Majors Nathanael 
and Lucila Doria, the current 
commanding officers in Galveston 
County, from his days at the training 
college in California. Recently, he 
decided that he wanted to return to 
Galveston to serve. He let the Dorias 
know that he was willing to serve 
anywhere they needed him. He has 
been hired to help for Christmas. 
Because he has a degree in Recreation 
Administration, he has been helping 
the Boys & Girls Club staff. He loves 
The Salvation Army and views his 
service to others as a fulfillment of his 
call from God.  We are very happy to 
have Bruce on our team.

The Women’s Auxiliary of The 
Salvation Army Galveston County is 
proud to announce their annual gift 
of 2021 in the amount of $35,000. 
“This has been such a strange year for 
all of us,” says Treva Wygle, President 
of the Women’s Auxiliary. “Our 
biggest event had to be rescheduled 3 
times and almost everything we tried 
to do was affected somehow by the 
pandemic. When the numbers finally 
came in, we were surprised that we had 
so much to give.” 

The 2020 Style Show was postponed 
due to shutdowns just 2 weeks before 
it was scheduled. Not knowing when 
things would change, the group still 
voted to give $20,000 toward the 
purchase of a passenger van for the 
new Boys & Girls Club of Texas City.   

The Style Show was successfully 
rescheduled for August 6, 2021 and 
ticket sales reopened. The event 
raised enough for the $35,000 gift 
that finished paying for the van 
and left a sizeable contribution 
for the programs. The purpose of 
the Women’s Auxiliary is to raise 
awareness, volunteers and funds to 
support the mission of The Salvation 
Army. Since inception, they have 
raised almost $100,000 for programs 
that benefit the community with 
hundreds of volunteer hours. For 
information about membership, visit 
SalvationArmyGalvestonCounty.
org.

meet our staffgift of love volunteers



Angel Tree registration for Galveston County families kicked off on October 5 with registration in Galveston and in Texas 
City. The program helps reduce financial stress on families by providing Christmas gifts for their children 12 and younger.  

“The Angel Tree is one of The Salvation Army’s best supported programs and makes it possible for over 1000 children in Galveston 
County to open gifts on Christmas morning,” said Major Lucila Doria, Commanding Officer for The Salvation Army in Galveston 
County. 

The data collected at registration will be used to create paper angels that will be available for the community to adopt by 
November 1.  The angels contain the Christmas lists of children whose family need some help making Christmas bright 
this year. In addition to toys and clothing, families will receive a food voucher to assist them with their Christmas Dinner. 
Sponsorship opportunities are available for this impactful program, administered by Kroger in Galveston and in Texas City. 

Mem1 Church in Texas City took a creative approach serving their community. They developed a “Feeding the 5000” campaign 
through a partnership with Food King Texas City and The Salvation Army of Texas City to provide food boxes for struggling 
families. 
Based on John 6:4-14, the congregation met for a short service together on September 26 and then traveled to Food King 
together where each family was provided with a grocery bag and some seed money to fill those bags with non-perishable food 
for the feeding ministry of The Salvation Army. 
Mem1 is a unique church composed of two congregations from different denominations. Pastor Chon Pugh said, “It was great 
seeing our members doing God’s work with their hands. Grocery shopping is something we all do. So to do a common activity to benefit 
someone else was a rewarding experience for everyone involved.  Thank you to Food King Texas City and The Salvation Army for 
working in partnership with us.”

2021 angel tree program started!

mem1 church: feeding the 5,000
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Christmas is a very special time 
for people around the world.  

For my father, it was also a very 
special time. When he was almost 
17 years of age, living in the streets 
of Mexico City, people from The 
Salvation Army Corps (church) 
invited him to have a Christmas 
Dinner that would change his life.

He was homeless for several years 
after his mother died when he was 
10 years old.  That Christmas Eve, 
dinner was prepared by the ladies of 
The Salvation Army Home League.  
My father tasted the food  and 
immediately related the taste to the 
food his mother used to cook for 
him when he was at home.

When the officer invited the guests 
who didn’t have a place to stay to 
consider the shelter, my father, feeling 
at home, accepted the opportunity to 
stay.  God used that meal to call him 
to a new life.  He stayed at the shelter 
of The Salvation Army in Mexico 
City for some time and became an 
intake volunteer.  Later, he moved to 
another ministry at the Children’s 
Home in Guadalajara.  Eventually 
he went to the training college to 
become a Salvation Army Officer.  
That  invitation on Christmas Eve 
was the begining of his new life.

We hope that this Christmas, when 
many will receive meals, clothing, 
food vouchers, gifts and a  safe place 
to sleep,  just as my father did many 
years ago,  they will see the love of 
God that can change their lives.

It was a normal workday for Kaya 
that changed her life. Balancing two 
iced coffees, bags and trying to open 
the door, she was surprised by Curtis. 
Curtis had been sitting on a bench 
nearby and jumped up to help her.

Kaya discovered that Curtis had 
been living on the street for several 
months. She got in the habit of 
bringing him coffee every morning 
and they became part of each other’s 
day. One day when Kaya had to call 
in sick, she asked her boss, Debbie, 
to be sure and take a cup of coffee to 
Curtis. Debbie had been unaware of 
the man sitting on the bench in front 
of her store everyday. 

In a chance meeting, Debbie and a 
co-worker, Denise, heard about The 
Salvation Army and they took Curtis 
there, helping him navigate the 
check-in process. Curtis immediately 
began working with a caseworker 
and successfully left the shelter 30-
days later with his own place under 
the Rapid Rehousing Program. 
Debbie,  Denise, Kaya and Reilli 
stay in contact with Curtis and are 
working with him to ensure that 
his success continues beyond the 
funding period.  They have become a 
family that cares for each other.

Reggie Rusk, professional trainer 
and former NFL player, grew up in 
Texas City and is now giving back to 
his community by building up kids 
through team sports. His greatest 
passion is to help others reach their 
fullest potential in life. 

Owner of the Next Level Sports & 
Fitness in League City, Reggie spent 
an afternoon with the kids of the Boys 
& Girls Club in Texas City recently. 
He shared about his experiences in 
the NFL, told of those who inspired 
him and believed in him and talked 
of the importance of always looking 
ahead and reaching for a goal.

The kids enjoyed some time running 
drills and relays and learning a little 
bit about flag football. Flag football is 
a fast growing non-contact game that 
offers many benefits for kids.  Reggie 
is committed to growing an NFL 
Flag Football league in Galveston 
County and he even found a couple 
of prospects during his visit! It is the 
hope of The Salvation Army to help 
in the development of this league and 
to provide regular opportunities for 
the kids to participate. Thank you, 
Reggie for sharing your time and 
passion with The Salvation Army 
Boys & Girls Club of Texas City.

special timecommunity thank you!

Major Nathanael Doria 

Commanding Officer


