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connection center coming soon!

THE SALVATION ARMY UNITS IN SOUTHEAST TEXAS PREPARE TO RESPOND TO MULTIPLE DISASTERS

Since the Family Store permanently closed in December we have been 
working on identifying the best use of that space that would meet a 
real community need. 

Volunteers are at the heart of everything we do. The Salvation Army relies 
completely on community support, not only for monetary needs but also 
in human resources. It doesn’t matter how much money is in the bank if 
no one is available to hand out water or carry food to someone in need. 
Because volunteers are so critical to the mission of meeting human needs, 
most volunteer activities will move into the space formally occupied by 
the Family Store. A designated area set up for the food pantry will provide 
more access for volunteers and better control over the operation. A large 
clothing closet has been developed to meet the needs of those in the shelter 
who sometimes come to us with nothing and also those in the community 
identified through case management who need clothing. Street outreach 
teams will be developed to patrol the streets of the county with water and 
snacks and information about the services of The Salvation Army. 
Disaster preparation, always on the mind of Gulf Coast residents, will 
be a major part of this transformation with part of the space being used 
to store supplies for evacuation and recovery. There are opportunities for 
teams to train to respond to local and regional events in conjunction with 
emergency management and with the divisional office of Emergency 
Disaster Services (EDS) of The Salvation Army. 
We are grateful to the Galveston County Foodbank, volunteers from 
Valero, Friendswood United Methodist Church, the Women’s Auxiliary 
and a host of individual volunteers who have been helping us get the 
space ready.  Sponsorship opportunities are available for this project.  Call 
Holly McDonald for details at 409-939-9013 or Holly.McDonald@uss.
SalvationArmy.org. 

A place to give or get 
assistance and hope

Connection Center
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Mike is a Houston native who grew 
up in the Rio Grande Valley. After 
a year of college, he moved to New 
Mexico and became a boxer, boxing 
manager and promoter.  He also 
got into the automobile business 
and after more than 30 years in 
sales, management and ownership 
he retired. He came back to Texas, 
moving to San Antonio in 2002. 
Mike has a son and a daughter 
who both recently graduated from 
Texas State University and UTSA 
respectively. 

Mike made the move to Galveston 
in 2018. He started volunteering at 
The Salvation Army at the beginning 
of the pandemic because he felt 
prompted by the Lord to help.  Once 
he started volunteering, he couldn’t 
stop!  There was always a need and a 
way to serve. 

Mike believes there is a spot in 
everyone’s heart that can only be filled 
by serving others.  Jesus said: “For 
the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve others and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.”  Matt. 20:28.  
He also said: “And the King will say, 
I tell you the truth, whatever you did 
for the least of these my brothers and 
sisters, you were doing it for me!”  Matt. 
25:40. Mike says it is honoring and 
fulfilling to serve because it blesses 
and honors God. He looks forward 
to hearing Jesus say, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant.” Matt. 25:21.

Tina joined The Salvation Army 
team in April of this year as a case 
management specialist to assist 
people seeking emergency financial 
assistance. While this is a whole 
new field for her, she loves helping 
people and feels a deep connection 
to those struggling or in need.  “There 
is a great sense of pride knowing that 
someone can come into my office in tears 
and leave out thanking God.” Tina’s 
kindness and compassion shine 
through in everything she does. She 
treats everyone with the same respect 
and dignity that she would want to 
be treated with.

Tina was born in Pasadena, Texas 
and grew up in Houston. She moved 
to East Texas, and spent the majority 
of her life there working in radio.  
Later she worked for the school 
district in her hometown. Tina has 
three children, two boys and one girl, 
ranging in age from 18 to 21.  She 
understands the challenges of raising 
a family. Tina moved to Galveston in 
2018 to be closer to the water. She 
states, “peace comes quickly when you 
are sitting on the beach.”

Tina also has a tremendous love for 
all animals, but especially dogs. She 
was an animal rights activist in her 
hometown in East Texas where she 
spent a lot of time raising money, 
supporting and volunteering with 
shelters in the area. She always 
welcomes a visit from dogs!

The Texas Incident Command team, 
based just outside of Baton Rouge, 
served more than 20,000 meals 
in the first two full days of active 
response after Hurricane Ida. Mobile 
units have delivered meals, water, 
and MREs to multiple communities 
without power throughout southern 
Louisiana. 

Seventeen mobile units load up with 
meals and supplies each morning 
before heading out for a long day of 
service. Teams are driving to affected 
communities as far as 90-minute 
from the command post. “These are 
long days for our crews. They report 
at 8 AM and don’t return until 7 PM. 
Most of our mobile units are serving 
until they run out of food each 
day,” said Alvin Migues, Emergency 
Disaster Services Director for the 
Texas Division.

Linda, a trained EDS volunteer 
from Lufkin, Texas, is serving on a 
mobile kitchen this week. “We set up 
at a gas station that was closed and 
without power, right across from a 
neighborhood. It didn’t take long for 
word to spread and in no time at all 
there was a steady stream of people 
from the neighborhood coming for 
a meal. I served one family of twelve 
who hadn’t had a hot meal in 5 days. 
They were so grateful”. All Texas 
units, including Galveston, are on 
alert for future deployment during 
the recovery period.

meet our staffhurricane ida volunteers



The Boys & Girls Club Summer Day-Camp ended one week early due to COVID exposure, but 54 local children had 9 weeks 
of fun and friendship that included sports activities, field trips, VBS and educational opportunities. During the course of the 
summer, the kids worked through some future goal sheets. They were asked to name something they wanted to buy in the next 
month. Many named things you might expect from kids: a phone, shoes, hoverboard, videogames. But one young man said he 
would buy food so he could eat and not starve. We are grateful to the State Alliance of the Boys & Girls Club that provided 
two meals for all the kids everyday and to the Galveston County Food Bank who provided easy-to-eat Snack Packs for the kids 
to take home over the weekends. 

The Afterschool program started on August 23. Interim Director, Paul Conklin, is working on a garden, cooking classes,  arts 
& crafts and getting some sports teams organized. “We hope that all the kids who spent the summer with us will return for the 
Afterschool program. There are great developmental opportunities for the kids that will serve them well for the rest of their lives.” 

Christmas started early in Galveston County with the generosity of friends kicking off the season.  Jerome and Leslie Karam 
of JMK5 Holdings, LLC committed space in the Mainland Crossing Center for use as the Angel Tree warehouse.  “We were 
encouraged last year by Mrs. Karam when she said they would always find room for The Salvation Army,” said Major Nathanael 
Doria. “We are grateful that they are willing and able to accomodate us again this year. They are wonderful hosts!” 

Kedge Cook of Cook Ford Texas City was also quick to renew his commitment to provide the use of 4 vehicles during the busy 
Christmas season. “It’s the responsibility of those of us who have received many blessings to give back. We are happy to do our small 
part in this great endeavor that will benefit the whole community.” 

The Red Kettle campaign kicks off the day after Thanksgiving when volunteers and seasonal employees start ringing the bell 
outside of participating retailers all across Galveston County. The logistics of providing kettles across the county would be 
impossible using the small fleet of vehicles used for the normal daily operations. 

boys & girls club of texas city

christmas giving has started!



Meals
Provided

July: 2,926
August: 3,440

Nights of 
Lodging

Food
Boxes

Rent / Utility
Assistance

July: 1,447
August: 1,710

July: 37
August: 43

July: 64
August: 51

United Way Galveston 
County Mainland

United Way
of Galveston

Speak Hope with a Planned Gift! 
Remembering The Salvation Army 
in your Will, Trust, as a Beneficiary 
Designation, or one of many other 
financial instruments can benefit 
you today while providing for needs 
for people who you may never meet 
in this life. Such a gift will not cost 
a penny now, can be undone if your 
situation changes, bypasses probate, 
and is free to arrange.

The Salvation Army is an 
international organization that does 
good work all over the world so it 
is important that the language you 
use in any giving instrument clearly 
and legally designates the location 
and program, if applicable, that you 
want to benefit. Even something 
seemingly as clear as “Salvation 
Army in Galveston County” can be 
interpreted in different ways!  

If you are considering a planned gift, 
I would love to visit with you by 
phone or in person to discuss all the 
options and make sure you are set up 
so that your intentions are honored. 
To talk or schedule a meeting, please 
contact me at 713.371.8659 or joe.
rogers@uss.salvationarmy.org

Special thanks for these recent gifts:

The Permanent Endowment Fund  
Moody Methodist Church 

$50,000

TL Williams Trust 
$40,000

Harris and Eliza Kempner Fund 
 $35,000

Frank K. Webb Charitable Trust 
$10,000

John P. McGovern Foundation 
$10,000

Health care for the homeless is 
a challenge for any community. 
Hospitals that treat the homeless 
are often faced with problems at 
discharge. Hospital protocol requires 
discharge to a physical location other 
than the streets.

Rebecca Castro, Manager of Social 
Work Care Management Enterprise 
at UTMB and Advisory Board 
member of The Salvation Army 
saw an opportunity to make things 
a little easier for homeless patients 
at UTMB. She approached The 
Salvation Army with a proposal to 
provide medical respite beds at the 
shelter for those patients who are 
able to care for themselves but have 
no where to go after discharge. The 
Salvation Army also agreed to take 
in patients that require some ongoing 
followup provided through UTMB 
through Home Health Care. These 
reserved beds are arranged in advance 
through the social work department 
at UTMB. Patients are expected to 
enroll in case management and work 
toward a housing outcome if they 
choose to stay. With a little help, 
a trip to the hospital in Galveston 
could potentially lead to a permanent 
home! 

a legacy of lovepartnership thank you!

Joe Rogers, CGPA 
Associate Planned Giving Director 

Galveston, Brazoria, & Harris 
Counties

EMERGENCY
SHELTER

Providing hope Providing hope 
and comfortand comfort
to theto the
desperatedesperate  

And to those who answered the call 
to provide water for the community: 

 
T&T Marine

Connector & Cable Specialties, LLC

Lynda Adams

Edie Harrington

Lighthouse Charity Team

Leanne & Jerry Daum


