
The “Better the Future” campaign has reached more 
than $19 million, approximately 60% of our $32 million 
goal. Most recently, the Mecklenburg County Board of 
County Commissioners approved funding of more than 
$3 million of American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) 
funds to go to The Salvation Army for the expansion of 
the Center of Hope shelter and ongoing funding of staff. 
The Nucor Foundation, the philanthropic arm of Char-
lotte-based steel and steel products company Nucor, 
recently committed $1 million to the campaign.

60%

The Campaign in action
We have relocated all of the families who were 
residing at Booth Commons into local hotels. This 
gives us the ability to safely begin renovations 
in earnest at the facility and complete them in a 
more timely manner. These renovations include 
new common and workspaces, a new entry, 
expanded Boys & Girls Club space and refreshes 
in all of the rooms. These projects are expected 
to be completed by late summer/early fall. The 
perimeter fence and security gate have been 
installed. The marquee sign has been delivered, 
with installation scheduled for May.

“If we are to better the future, we must disturb the present.”

A message from the majors
Spring is one or our favorite 
seasons. As flowers bloom and 
new life emerges, it’s a reminder 
of the hope we have that there 
will be a brighter tomorrow. It 
was last spring - last May, in fact 
- that we launched our “Better 
the Future” campaign. When 
we set out on this journey, we 
expected this to be a multi-year 

campaign, so we are excited to report that we’ve 
already surpassed 60 percent of our goal in less than 
a year! We’ve been encouraged by the support we’ve 
recieved from our local government entities, private 
foundations, corporations and individual donors. 

We thank you for your prayers and your support as we 
work daily to instill hope in the life of every individ-
ual who comes to us for help. We believe a brighter 
tomorrow is possible, and with your faithful support, 
we can work together to bring that hope to even more 
people in our community.

Majors Todd and Wilma Mason
Area Commanders

SalvationArmyCharlotte.org/BettertheFuture

Better the Future
A vision to make our community all it aspires to be. Campaign
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Renovations at the Center of Hope are 
beginning, which include remodeling the 
dormitory bathrooms and installing a security 
fence around the building. The Salvation Army is 
engaging an architect to develop plans for the 

We have expanded our 
relationships with several 
community groups in the 
Oak Forest neighborhood, 
as we continue to grow our 
pilot Neighborhood Center on Milton Road. As a result, we are supporting 
Weeping Willow AME Zion Church in collaborating on critcial programs, 
such as senior activities and a food pantry. Meanwhile, we’ve held several 
sports clinics on our athletic field and are in active discussions with 
other partners - such as Charlotte FC - about future community events. Our 
Advisory Board is working to secure a modular office building to temporarily 
place on site to begin initiatives. Once the campaign is fully realized, designs 
and plans for the new Neighborhood Center project will begin.

“We are proud to support the 
Salvation Army’s ‘Better the Future 
Campaign.’ At Nucor, our most im-
portant cultural value is safety, and 
this campaign is about the safety 

and well-being of our neighbors in the Charlotte community who lack housing 
or struggle with substance use disorders. The money raised through this cam-
paign will allow The Salvation Army to expand their housing and 
rehabilitation services to reach even more people in need of the help and 
support they provide.” 

-Leon Topalian, Chair, President and Chief Executive Officer

The Salvation Army of Greater Charlotte

addition that will be 
constructed to offer 
multipurpose space and 
accomodations for more 
people during extreme 
weather events.

http://SalvationArmyCharlotte.org/BettertheFuture

