
President’s Message
Happy Spring!

It is amazing how quickly things change and almost overnight flowers are blooming, 
the grass is green, buds are emerging everywhere. Everything is once again coming 
alive, and it makes us feel renewed and energized. This month will bring change.

I hope you were able to make our February meeting, one that will be unforgettable 
for many of us. The recipients of our scholarships were all inspiring. The story and 
journey was different for each scholar, but yet so genuine and heartfelt. If you ever 
doubted the importance of this mission, their stories exemplify the differences these 
scholarships make in their success. We are supporting the future when we support 
these children.

Our fundraising efforts bring energy and new hope for a better tomorrow. By 
participating in our fundraiser, we can make many countless positive changes 
in people’s lives. Our funds go toward helping all parts of the Salvation Army. 
Just remember that when you get a donation for our fundraiser, it supports many 
incredible programs we offer. You are the link that make these opportunities happen.
 
Quail Hollow, here we come! We need you to make this event a success. Please call 
or email Brenda Rorie or Debbie Laity with any questions. Please consider a part 
that you might play in the success of this event. “Do small things with great love”.

You won’t want to miss our meeting this month. We will hear reports from several 
officers and view a film informing us about many aspects of the Salvation Army you 
may not be familiar with. Remember to bring a friend or 
neighbor to our meeting! Let’s introduce our friends to 
this wonderful service organization.   

*Please remember to make your luncheon reservation 
by Friday 3/17 at noon.  

Blessings, 
Rosella Bergen   
President, 2022-24 
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Fundraising Update
Spring is just around the corner and so are spring fashions, which will be featured in 
our first Women of Distinction Fashion Show and silent auction. We are so excited that 
we’ve had such a fantastic response in ticket sales, so thank you for making it a success. 
As we reflect on the dreams and successes shared by our scholarship recipients at our 
February meeting, we can see how our fundraising efforts change lives and helps us build 
a stronger community. You’ve heard the phrase, “many hands make light work”. We need 
your help in reaching our goal for a successful and impactful silent auction. Please help 
us by visiting local retailers, restaurants, and service providers to ask for donation items. 
We’ll need the auction items before the end of March. Each day presents an opportunity - 
you can make a significant difference! 

Keep on smiling, Brenda Rorie and Debbie Laity 
“Fundraising is meeting our commitment to serving others” - Debbie Laity, February meeting

Meeting Reminder for Members & Guests
Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 21st at 11:30 am, the board 
meeting will be held immediately before at 10:30 am. If you are planning to join us 
and have lunch, you MUST RSVP by Friday March 17th to Dionna at 
dionna.andrews@uss.salvationarmy.org or call 704-334-4731.

Membership Committee Update
Our February meeting was an inspiring one, as we heard from four of our outstanding
scholarship students. They certainly made us feel proud of the work we do in providing 
funds for these young people who are making such positive impacts with their lives. We 
welcomed Tina Fort as our newest member. Let’s find a way to plug her in right away!

We were also happy to welcome three visitors. Melanie Mason’s guest was Lucius 
Schweikert, and Diana Rainey’s guests were Pauline Jackson and Marlene Captain. We 
hope to see all three of them again!

Dana Vaden and Jennifer Moore

Birthdays
Please wish the following members a very Happy Birthday and blessed day! 

Kay Major    March 10
Belinda Elder    March 19
Krysten Hoversen   March 25
Jen Adkins    March 28



Scholarship Committee Update
At our February meeting we celebrated the success of four scholarship recipients who 
have graduated from college or graduate school and have found their way in the world.  
This month the scholarship committee is looking toward the future by visiting Boys & Girls 
Clubs in order to talk to high school students about the importance of their educational 
decisions and the opportunity to apply for an SAWA scholarship.  

Surprisingly, there are twelve seniors or recent high school graduates who have expressed 
an interest in getting funding from the auxiliary. Their applications are due by March 31st, 
and candidates will be interviewed by committee members during the first week of April. 
Though it is exciting to see the interest of these seniors in continuing their education 
in a two-year vocational program or a four-year college, we realize that this will be a 
financial challenge for our members. Please continue your dedication to this endeavor by 
supporting the spring fundraiser, especially by soliciting businesses for silent auction items.  

A gift card to a local spa for our silent auction could mean textbooks for one of our 
determined young people!

Diane Minsker

ARC News
Jewelry sorting is the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month at the ARC at 10:30. 
Afterward, we enjoy lunch together in the cafeteria with the residents. Please join us! 

Please bring candy (individual wrapped) or other snacks to our March meeting for the 
Easter goody bags we will provide to the ARC residents. We will fill the treat bags on March 
25th before we sort jewelry.

Becky Herring

Casey, Ike, and Kingsley Ifedi

Ms. Diane and Faith Moore

Tavarius Felton with parents 
Veronica and Will Jones



Social Services Update
Our first order of totes has been distributed to the residents of the 
Center of Hope. The totes make such a big difference (photos on the 
right). The residents thanked us today by clapping during our lunch 
service. Thank you all for your donations and assistance. Your small 
gestures can make big differences today and every day!

Special thanks to the February lunch servers – Rosella Bergen (and 
friend Ashley Korizis), Betty Thalinger, Suzanne Duncan, Penny Hewett, 
Becky Herring, Jen Adkins, and 
Susan Harmon.

Sign up to serve at the Center 
of Hope by contacting Suzanne 
Duncan at 704-650-5392.

Betty Thalinger 
and Suzanne Duncan

Member Spotlight       Nina Robertson

Most of us know Nina, but if you are a new member, you will not forget her once 
you meet her! She will charm you with not only her instantaneous smile, but 
also the loveliest British accent. She grew up in Birmingham, England, so our 
SAWA is fortunate that her husband Mark convinced her to move to Charlotte.

Nina met Mark when they were both university students and studying in 
Venice, Italy. ( Ask her about their plans to return to Venice this summer for a 
reunion of the Wake Forest students who participated in the exchange program 
there.) They married and settled in Charlotte where they both began long careers with 
CMS. Nina taught in elementary and middle schools before serving as the Principal of Piney Grove 
Elementary School for the last ten years of her career. She and Mark are parents to son Ian who 
lives in Indian Trail and daughter Maggie who lives in Raleigh. Nina is especially excited that she is 
now the grandmother of a baby girl and a baby boy born only three weeks apart last year.

Nina retired ten years ago and promptly joined the SAWA. She stated, “Having worked in CMS,
I knew first-hand of the impact that the Salvation Army had on our community. Many of our
students attended Boys & Girls Clubs, and some of our families experienced homelessness.”
She was also influenced by her in-laws who served on the Salvation Army Advisory Board. In her 
ten years with us, Nina has served in multiple capacities. She was the chair of the Membership 
Committee, the chair of the Festival of Tables Committee and designers subcommittee,and most 
importantly, our President from 2018-2020. Recently she took on the role of Christmas Center 
volunteer chair. She can be counted on to participate in any volunteer opportunity where she is 
needed.

Thank you, Nina, for your leadership and desire to serve.


