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Thanksgiving Day prayer with volunteers before serving.

The final number of children 
registered in the Angel Tree program 
was 1,416 - over 50% more than 
last year.   We are thankful to our 
community who gave to fill the need.

The increased demand has created 
a challenge for the food program 
that provides a voucher to Kroger 
to supplement Christmas dinner 
for the entire family. This project is 
sponsored by Moody Bank, State 
Senator-Elect Mayes Middleton, 
Kelly Teichman in memory of her 
father, Rudy Teichman, the Rider 
Family Fund and Princess Cruise 
Community Foundation. We are so 
grateful for the sponsors who make 
this special project possible.  

The Moody Foundation delighted The Salvation Army of Galveston County 
with a pledge to match every dollar raised in the Red Kettle Campaign from 
December 16 through Christmas Eve up to $100,000.  The Moody Foundation 
has long supported The Salvation Army in Galveston County and recognizes the 
impact of the Red Kettle campaign on the work of the organization.  With nearly 
30% of the goal of $250,000 already in, this gift opens the potential to pass the 
goal for an even stronger start for the New Year. 

Expected bad weather is likely to affect giving at the kettles this year.  We are asking 
everyone to take the opportunity to give to any of the virtual kettles on our website. 
To help raise the $100,000 needed for the match by Christmas Eve, stop by one 
of the kettles, if weather permits, at Galveston County Kroger, Walmart or Sam’s 
or give online through one of our Virtual Kettles at https://bit.ly/MoodyMatch. 
You can also contact Holly McDonald at 409-939-9013. Donations by check 
need to be clearly marked for the Red Kettle Campaign.

angel tree red kettle challenge

Through Christmas Eve, 
Moody Foundation will 

match every dollar you give 
up to $100,000

DONATE TODAY 
and help your neighbors 

in need!



Mayra Lainez of The Bridge Church 
in Galveston saw an opportunity 
to serve the community through 
a Facebook plea for volunteer bell 
ringers. She talked it over with the 
pastor who also caught the vision 
and asked her to coordinate the 
effort. Mayra pulled together a 
team of about 10 people who have 
been covering a door at Walmart 
in Galveston several times a week 
through the whole season.

“This is an incredible gift to us 
and the community,” says Major 
Nathanael Doria of The Salvation 
Army.  Mayra reports that her team 
mates have been blessed by the 
opportunity to serve and to meet 
people in the community. They have 
included their children in the effort. 
Mayra’s 9-year old son likes to sing 
and dance at the kettle and declares 
that he “was made for this”!

Pastor Joseph Castorina is excited 
that they were able to join The 
Salvation Army in the mutual mission 
of sharing the gospel and serving the 
people of Galveston. “More than 
anything right now, our society 
needs the joy and peace Jesus brings.
What better season to declare that 
message than the season dedicated 
to celebrating his birth, “ says Pastor 
Castorina. “This partnership is just 
one of many ways we hope to bless 
our community.” The Salvation Army 
is grateful for this loving group of 
volunteers.

Bradrick reports that before coming 
to the Center of Hope in Galveston, 
his life was a little gloomy. He did not 
know any safe place to lay his head. 
It seemed that every road he traveled 
ended up on a dead end. 

When COVID took his new job, 
he was really confused about which 
direction to take and what to do next. 
He prayed that God would show him 
the way. That is when he found the 
Center of Hope. He believes God 
led him to this place to help him get 
stable, to have the luxury of a safe 
place to sleep and people to help him 
figure out the next best step to take to 
begin to build a better, independent 
life for himself. 

He says, “since I found the Center of 
Hope, they have helped me so much. 
I now have a great new job and am 
on my way to being an apartment 
renter for the first time! The staff 
has guided me, with the help of God, 
down the road to recovery. I feel so 
much better and safer in this crazy 
world.” Bradrick is thankful to the 
staff and the structure that the case 
management program provided for 
him. He now firmly believes that it 
is possible for anyone to come out of 
the darkness of the streets and into 
the light of God. He says, “just look at 
me!” The Salvation Army is thankful 
for Bradrick for the supporters who 
made it possible to provide him safety 
and guidance when he needed it and 
was ready for it.

We are sad to report that Holly 
McDonald is leaving The Salvation 
Army at the end of the year. “I love 
this community and many of the 
people here have become dear friends.  
Family obligations created a need for 
some changes. I know that God is in 
this and I trust that he is at work in 
this situation,” says Holly.

Holly will finish out the Christmas 
season at The Salvation Army and 
begin her new position as Major 
Gifts Officer at the College of Biblical 
Studies in Houston in January. She is 
looking forward to the challenge of 
helping them    diversify their donor 
base in order to better carry out their 
mission of educating and equipping 
multi-ethnic Christian leaders to 
impact the world for Christ.

“The Salvation Army has been 
good to me and this has been a very 
valuable experience that I would 
not have missed for the world,” says 
Holly.  “The Salvation Army does a 
lot of good in the community and I 
believe their best days in Galveston 
County are still to come.”

volunteers success story new chapter



The Salvation Army of Galveston 
County is grateful for the support 
received to provide Thanksgiving 
meals this year. Five hundred meals 
were prepared and served by staff and 
volunteers. 

The Boys & Girls Club of Texas City 
had their first family Thanksgiving 
where the children with their parents 
enjoyed a delicious meal and shared time 
together.

For the second year, a gold coin surprised 
those counting kettle money. “We find 
lots of wonderful things in the kettles, 
but a gold coin sparks a special kind 
of excitement,” said Major Nathanael 
Doria. 

Gold coins are sold and the total added 
to the kettle that it was found in. This 
coin was found at the League City 
Walmart. We received $1,780 for the 
Red Kettle Campaign.

The United Way of Galveston County 
Mainland held their agency Christmas 
Party at our Texas City Corps. 

We were honored to welcome other 
service providers in our community who 
work alongside us in the county caring 
for those in need. Everyone was happy 
to be together in person. A delicious 
lunch was served followed by games, 
fellowship and the opportunity to share 
ideas for better service.

The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club of Texas City is 
growing by leaps and bounds! Average daily attendance in 
the After-school program has increased by 35% since the fall 
semester started. 

Some of the children recently revealed some hidden talents 
that even their parents had not recognized. Some of this 
talent was on display at the Christmas Showcase put together 
by the students to celebrate the end of the fall semester as 
well as the Christmas season. A very enthusiastic choir sang 
Christmas songs and student Miranda Harris performed a 
beautiful solo version of O Holy Night. In addition, some of 

the kids shared pieces of art they had created and explained 
what it represented and what Bible verse inspired it.

The Boys & Girls Club holds a showcase event every six 
weeks to give the kids a chance to perform for their parents 
and other invited guests. “We are very proud of the kids 
and the staff who work with them day after day,” says Major 
Nathanael Doria. “Those of us who grew up in The Salvation 
Army understand how important music is in life and are 
delighted that the kids recognize it as a fun and worthy 
activity. Music offers a way out of many bad situations. It 
gives a blessing to those who play and those who listen.”

boys & girls club christmas showcase
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The righteousness of God is working 
in the hearts of people staying at The 
Salvation Army emergency shelter. 
In the last few weeks, two couples 
have come forward asking to be wed 
in the chapel at the Center of Hope. 

“We have not been teaching on 
marriage or trying to influence any 
decisions by our clients,” said Major 
Nathanael Doria. “It is unusual for 
our clients to seek out this type of 
service from us. When the second 
couple asked, we knew God was up 
to something. We are happy to be 
part of this new beginning for these 
couples who want to live their lives 
together in a right relationship before 
the Lord. We will pray for these new 
families and hope all those in our 
community will join us in asking 
God to honor their commitment.”

The Frank K. Webb Charitable Fund recently blessed The Salvation Army Boys & 
Girls Club with a gift of $20,000. The support of the Frank K. Webb Charitable 
Fund has been ongoing, and this gift helps to ensure continued success into 
2023. Trustee, Randy Dietel, who also serves on the Advisory Council has been 
a supporter of the program since it was just the beginning of a dream for Texas 
City. He has watched it develop from very humble beginnings in the middle of a 
pandemic to the vibrant, exciting program it has become. Led by Sadrac Cherfils 
(Coach C), students are provided with engaging and educational activities in a safe 
and structured environment after-school and during the summer. The addition of a 
music program, led by Ezequiel Garcia-Alcala has elevated the program to greater 
heights as the kids absorb the discipline involved in learning music theory and 
rehearsal for public performances. Mr. Dietel is a past educator and understands 
the importance  of music and the opportunities it provides in the lives of children. 

The Boys and Girls Club of Texas City has grown by nearly 50% this year. “The 
families and the kids are voting with their feet, telling us that they find value in 
this program by their participation,” says Major Nathanael Doria of The Salvation 
Army.  “We have seen such a change in the behavior and engagement of the 
children in the program. Lives are being changed for the better. We are grateful 
for those supporters who recognize the value of this program for our community.  
Without community support we would not be able to continue the work of the 
Boys & Girls Club of Texas City.”  

new beginnings frank k. webb gift to bgc
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