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BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF GREATER CHARLOTTE ANNOUNCES ITS  
2023 “YOUTH OF THE YEAR”  

 
Jasmine Higgins, a senior at Mallard Creek High School, will now compete in 

regional competitions for additional college scholarships 
 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (March 8, 2023) – The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Charlotte 
announced today the winner of its 2023 Youth of the Year competition – Jasmine Higgins. 
Higgins, a senior at Mallard Creek High School and a member of the Belmont Avenue Boys & 
Girls Club, was selected by a panel of local business leaders from among other outstanding local 
Boys & Girls Club members. 
 

Higgins excels both in the classroom and out. She 
maintains a 4.3 GPA. She runs track, is a member of the 
cheerleading team and a member of the National Honors 
Society. She’s been a member of the Belmont Avenue 
Boys & Girls Club for nearly 12 years, where she serves as 
a Junior Staff member and mentor to younger children. 
 
“Jasmine is a remarkable, determined young woman who 
fully embodies all the traits you look for in the prestigious 

Youth of the Year competition,” said Amy Hudson, executive director for The Salvation Army 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Charlotte. “Her smile lights up the room, and she has an energy 
about her that draws people in. She has grown so much since first joining our Club. We can’t 
wait to see all of the things she is going to accomplish in her future.” 
 
“Before I came to the Boys & Girls Club, I was very timid and shy,” Higgins says. “The Boys & 
Girls Club gave me a safe space to openly express myself without being afraid to do so.”  
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She credits the Club and her Club staff mentors for “always believing in my talents and 
supporting me inside and outside of the Club.” 
 
At her school, she has discovered a love for sports medicine, completing multiple courses with a 
97 percent average. After college and graduate school, Jasmine plans to pursue her dream of 
becoming a professional athletic trainer. 
 
About the Youth of the Year Program 
The Youth of the Year program is Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s premier recognition program, 
celebrating the extraordinary achievements of its Club members. The winner of The Salvation 
Army’s state competition goes on to compete in the Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s state, 
regional, and if selected, national competitions. Each level comes with the opportunity to win 
college scholarships. 
 
About The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Charlotte 
The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Clubs was founded locally in 1935 on North Poplar Street. 
Today, eight clubs serve hundreds of members in Mecklenburg and Union counties. Programs 
include academics, recreation, the arts, character and leadership, and health and life skills. For 
nearly 90 years, The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Charlotte has provided a safe 
place for youth in the community during out‐of‐school time, creating a positive environment to 
help children excel in school and succeed in life. The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Charlotte is a 
program of The Salvation Army of Greater Charlotte. For more information, visit 
BGCCharlotte.org. 
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