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MONOLOGUES



NEIGHBOR 

Sourced from Bit Parts in the Christmas Story 
An Advent Resource from Spiritual Life Development 

The Salvation Army USA Eastern Territorial Headquarters 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SYNOPSIS A disgruntled neighbor already displeased with the madness that the   
  census has brought to Bethlehem. That was before the shepherds went   
  through the town in the middle of the night singing praise and    
  shouting and waking everybody up.  

SCRIPTURE Luke 2:8-20 

TIME  5-6 minutes 

CAST  Neighbor 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lights up on NEIGHBOR, a grumbling man in pajamas (or robe), who enters stage right. He’s 
walking across the stage with a small lantern or lamp. He gets halfway across and seems to 
forget what he’s doing. A noise from off stage left reminds him.  

NEIGHBOR: Goo’ol-darn kids, noisier than a hen convention in a thunderstorm.   
  How’s a feller supposed to get any sleep with all that racket and carryin’ 
  on? 

NEIGHBOR opens a door.  

  Yous. Alls of yous. What in greased tarnation is going on in those rust   
  buckets, claptrap sheep pens you’re passin’ off as brains these days?   
  Back in my day, we used to let the… (falls asleep, snores. Wakes up startled) 

  What? Where? I’ll get ‘em. Where’d you put my clod crusher? 

  Err. Oh. How’d I get to the front door? (Turns in a slow circle, getting his   

  bearings.) Shouldn’t I be asleep? (Walks away. Something gets his attention   
  again.) 

  Right! Those pesky, ever-lovin’, midnight street urchin, kids and their   
  infernal noise. Probably keeping the devil himself from his beauty sleep.   
  What in the blazes are they carryin’ on about? 

  (Listens) They’re singing the church songs… “Flooring and sod…” that can’t 
  be right. “Gloria’s hot rod”? Heh, heh, heh, she sure is… “Glory to God”.   
  Pretty sure he’d rather be sleepin’, too, you night owl sheep kickers.   
  Speaking of sheep, I can smell you all the way over here. Good thing I   
  ain’t eaten since 4 o’clock.  

  I’ll tell you what since ya’ asked. If you really want peace on earth, stop   
  running around in the middle of the night singing and yellin’ about it.   
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  (Calling out) Hey you, goat herder, no, not you…the short one. Come on   
  over here for a second.  

  What is it you’re all goin’ on about? Worse than a bunch of teenage girls 
  on a field trip to Jacob’s Well in the spring.  

  (Listens) Eh?! A baby? Well, since it’s the first time that ever happened…   
  The voices in the sky told you about a baby in a barn? You been    
  smoking the straw again, young man? 

  And then they all sang together and you came and found the baby,   
  right where they said… 

  Go on, catch up with your friends. Try to keep it down a bit, eh? Not all of 
  us have the blessing of losing our hearing in old age.  

Closes door.  

  Oy vey, these are the ones that get to run the place in a few years?   
  Aren’t we in a heap of trouble.  

  A baby. Born in a manger. What’s so great about this kid, anyway? ‘Cuz   
  he’s gonna save the world. Hooey.  

NEIGHBOR exits stage left.  

BLACKOUT.  
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DONKEY 

Sourced from Bit Parts in the Christmas Story 
An Advent Resource from Spiritual Life Development 

The Salvation Army USA Eastern Territorial Headquarters 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SYNOPSIS What happens when we lose sight of why we serve? When we lose the   
  heart of serving others? Our efforts may continue, but there’s no heart   
  in them. How do we get that heart back?  

SCRIPTURE Luke 2:8-20 

TIME  5-6 minutes 

CAST  Donkey - a best of burden. Cynical and unmotivated. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

DONKEY enters from stage right, foraging for some grass to munch. Throughout the sketch, 
the donkey plods from place to place, bending down to find grass. Facial expressions, sighs, 
slumped shoulders, etc. should be frequently and clearly expressed to the audience. 
Entrance and exit should be on all-fours, but blocking within the scene itself doesn’t need to 
be.  

DONKEY: Sure, take a break between streams. “Let’s give the donkey a break”,   
  they said. But let’s not do it where he could get a drink or anything.   
  “Stretch your legs”, they said. Oh goodie, something I haven’t been   
  doing much of lately.  

  Sheesh. How did I get the Nazareth to Bethlehem gig, anyway? Oh,   
  that’s right… when they asked for a volunteer, my ear twitched. Nothing   
  like being in the wrong place at the wrong time.  

Why couldn’t I carry a pouch, or some palm branches, or a couple of 
kids or something. They kick, but I can flick them with my tail, 
“accidentally”… But this? This is not fun. Ok, you’re right, nothing is fun 
when it comes to carrying everybody’s junk all over Galilee.  

This is above and beyond. She is pregnant, and bony. I hope we charged 
double, or at least a service charge. She’s moving around all the time, 
never comfortable, never staying in one place. First there’s all this 
pressure over here, then as soon as I get used to it, she moves.  

I’m clearly no doctor, but even a lowly donkey can tell that nobody 
should go on a trip like this right now. Put your feet up, lady. Take a load 
off… of me. Stay at home and do your thing. Have your baby in Nazareth 
and then go visit all the relatives later, when they’ll have something to 
hold.  

And maybe he’ll spit up on them.  
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But no. Nobody ever listens to the donkey or the doctor, do they? We’re 
doing this trip and we’re doing it right now, no matter what anybody 
says.  

At least they’re nice about it all. He’s a good guy, I guess. Always asking 
if her if she’s ok. He’s over there rubbing her feet right now. What a guy… 
or something. You want to rub feet, rub feet that have been doing 
something. My hooves are pretty achey.  

Another 3 hours and we’ll be there. Wherever there is. I hope we’re 
staying somewhere nice, maybe with a roof or something. It would be 
great to not have to go too far for some good hay. To have some clean 
water. Yeah, that would be great.  

You know what would be even better? If this whole trip wasn’t just 
another waste of time and hoof clippings. If we just maybe get to 
Bethlehem and something happened that actually mattered. If in the 
middle of all this crazy census stuff, something important happened.  

That would make it worth it.  

DONKEY turns, as if called from offstage. Turns around, plods toward entrance.  

Yeah, yeah, I’m coming. Can’t wait. And I’m still thirsty. 

DONKEY exits the stage.  

BLACKOUT.  

  BACK TO TOP     7



THE BARMAN AT THE INN 
Gail Featherstone 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SYNOPSIS A barman working at the inn the night that Mary and Joseph stayed in   
  the stable shares his memory of the event.  

SCRIPTURE  Luke 2:1-7 

TIME  4-5 mins 

CAST  Barman (M/F) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

I've never seen anything like it! The place is so full that we literally can't fit in 
another person. I'm working my socks off. Hardly ever get to sit down…If 
you'd seen the number of glasses I've had to wash! 'A few extra'  says old 
Reuben. (He's the Innkeeper). 'A few hundred extra more like!' I'm getting 
double time, mind, but quite right too.. It's slavery, if you ask me... 

And we're getting some very strange people, I don't mind telling you. Very 
odd! Those Romans have no idea what they've started with this census 
business, extra trade or not...There was this couple the other day, for 
example... Older guy; young girl, very pregnant.  I think Reuben took pity on 
them and put them up in the cowshed, of all places. They were desperate, 
see, 'cos she was going to have their baby any moment. Still, I hope Health 
and Safety never get hold of that one! All our jobs will be on the line... I'm 
surprised at old Reuben doing it for free, actually. He normally never misses 
the chance of a fast buck - even for a smelly shed! Must be going a bit soft-
headed in his old age! Still, there was something special about those two. 
Can't put my finger on it... 

They had the kid that same night. Right in the middle of that disgusting 
cowshed. No cuddly babygrow and a Mothercare cot to put him in, either. 
Just a few old rags and the animal trough. An animal trough! Can you 
credit it! Still, he looked healthy enough; good pair of lungs, too.... 

And they've had visitors! In a cowshed! I ask you! Some shepherds came to 
see them! Brought some of their sheep, if you please, as if there weren't  
enough stinky animals already......! And, before you ask: no, I have not been 
drinking! More than my job's worth to drink on duty... 

Hang on. What's all that noise? (looking out of a window). I don't believe it! 
Camels?! And who are those rich-looking blokes. Must be foreigners. They're 
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not from round here, anyway... Where are they going? Not to the cowshed?! 
Surely not to the cowshed?! 
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SNOWBALLS 
Written by Jon Bishton 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SYNOPSIS This script makes a point about the importance of Christmas in a light-  
  hearted, humorous way. 

TIME  4-6 minutes 

CAST   3 actors 
     2 presenters (M/F) 
     Inventor (M/F - written as male, can easily be changed to female) 

PROPS One referee’s whistle  
  Red/yellow cards 
  Music - “Me and My Shadow”  

PRODUCTION NOTES Presenters to be slightly larger than life. Many of the lines   
  involve them mimicking or interrupting each other or finishing each   
  other’s sentences, so the script needs to be rehearsed well before    
  performing – ideally they deliver their lines from memory. 

  After the Inventor announces his invention, he should attempt to start a  
  ‘snowball’ fight and then disappear as the paper fight finishes. You   
  know your audience best. Think of a way that will encourage them to   
  get involved in throwing snowballs as well as a way to ensure they stop! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

1:  Good evening 

2:  Good evening 

1:  And welcome to the show 

2:  And welcome to the show 

1:  Once upon a time 

2:  Once upon a time 

1:  There was an inventor… 

2:  There was an inventor… 

1:  Wait a minute! 

2:  Wait a minute! 

1:  Why do you keep repeating everything I say? 

2:  Because I’m your shadow! 
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SFX - Music immediately strikes up and both start to do a dance to a version of the song ‘Me 
and My Shadow’. 

1:  Stop! Stop! (music stops) This is not a song and dance act. This is a serious   
  story!  

2:  (To audience) This is a serious story! 

1:  Stop copying me! 

2:  (Feigns shock) Me, copy you? As if! I am my own person! 

1:  Right! Can we start the story then? Once upon a time, there was an   
  inventor. 

2:  There was an inventor… (meaningful look at 1) who invented things. 

Inventor enters, sits down and, as the presenters continue speaking, scribbles ideas 
excitedly on pieces of paper. But every few seconds he shakes his head, screws up the paper 
and throws it absentmindedly in the direction of the waste paper basket. 

1:  He’s invented lots of things, like… 

2:  (Like a salesperson) The solar-powered torch that only worked when the   
  sun shone! 

1:  (Similarly) Fireproof matches! 

2:  The compass that was also a fridge magnet! 

1:  Invisible toilet paper! 

2:  So you can see he was a very good inventor. 

1:  But – he had a problem. 

2:  A big problem. 

1:  He kept running out of ideas. 

2:  He said, ‘At first I was afraid, I was petrified…’ (spoken but gradually going   
  into the song ‘I will survive’) 

1:  I’m warning you, any more songs and I’ll… 

2:  (Cuts in) Sorry! 

1:  Where were we? 

2:  No idea! 

1:  That’s right! The Inventor had no ideas, and he looked sadly around his   
  little office at all the crumpled-up bits of paper on the floor that were   
  covered in useless ideas for inventions. 

2:  And then… 

1:  He had a brilliant idea! 

2:  He picked up one of his crumpled bits of paper… 
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1:  Threw it up in the air… 

2:  And caught it. 

1:  Then he looked out of his window. It was fall. The leaves were changing   
  colors and there were children playing in the park across the road. 

2:  So he took his idea outside… 

1:  And tried it out on the children in the park… 

2:  And it worked! 

1:  The children loved it. 

2:  So straightaway… 

1:  He rang the local news station, 

2:  And was invited to be interviewed about his invention. 

1:  The cameras arrived… 

2:  And the reporters… 

1:  And the sound men… 

2:  And the chorus line. (Sings) ‘There’s no business like show business…’ 

1:  (Ad lib stops 2) Thank you. I warned you. One more time… (to audience) This   
  was the Inventor’s big chance and he took it. 

2:  He told the world about his… 

INVENTOR:  All-season, unmeltable snowball! 

1 & 2:  His what? 

INVENTOR:  (Just as enthusiastically) All-season, unmeltable snowball! 

1:  On live TV, he threw one to a child. 

  Inventor throws paper ball. 

2:  Then another to a reporter. 

1:  Then another, 

2:  And another… 

1:  And then it just took off until it seemed like everyone had them. 

Lots of paper balls are distributed. The Inventor and the two Presenters ad lib, aiming to 
start a paper ball fight and continue it for a short while. The Inventor uses the fight to leave 
the stage. Presenter 2 then takes a referee’s whistle out of their pocket and blows it to 
indicate the fight is over. They could even use yellow and red cards to show to anyone who 
continues throwing paper balls beyond the whistle. 

1:  But what happened next? 

2:  Well it’s a funny thing, but you know how it is with crazes. 
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1:  It was all going so well! 

2:  The world was going all-season, unmeltable snowball crazy until… 

1:  One day… 

2:  It snowed… 

1:  And snowed… 

2:  And snowed… 

1:  And snowed… 

2:  All over the unmeltable snowballs. 

1:  And can you guess what happened? 

2:  That’s right! The unmeltable snowballs got wet and useless because   
  they were just scrumpled-up bits of paper. But then… 

1:  Suddenly… 

2:  People discovered real snowballs… 

1:  Made of snow… 

2:  And they realized that the unmeltable snowballs weren’t half as much   
  fun as real snowballs, which splat when they hit people and can be   
  rolled up to make snowmen and you can eat them… except the yellow   
  ones. 

1:  And they realised that you can’t beat the real thing! 

2:  Like Christmas! 

1:  Like Christmas? 

2:  (Feigns irritation) Don’t you copy me! Yes, like Christmas, because    
  Christmas can get wrapped up in paper too, but it’s really about a baby   
  born on earth to introduce us to his Father who is God. 

1:  Right! (Pause) You’re not going to sing, are you? 

2:  No. Not this time. 

Presenters walk off – alternatively, if a carol is next on the running order, 2 could continue, 
‘But this lot are…’ 

BLACKOUT. 
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STRANGER IN THE HAY 
By Bethany Farrell 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SYNOPSIS What were all the animals in the stable thinking when they first saw   
  the baby Jesus?  

SCRIPTURE Luke 2:7 

TIME  4-6 minutes 

CAST   5 actors (M/F) 
     Donkey 
     Lamb 
     Cat 
     Goat 
     Cow 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

All the animals are crowded around a manger, peering in. They push and bump each other 
until they all are able to see. Underscore lightly with “Away in a Manger.” 

DONKEY: Hey! I can’t see! 

LAMB: It’s my turn! 

CAT:  Ouch! You stepped on my tail with your big hoof! 

COW:   Mooooooooooove over! 

GOAT:  Shhhhhhhhhhh you guys are gonna wake him up! 

DONKEY:  He looks so peaceful. 

LAMB: And perfect. 

CAT:  Like an angel! 

COW:   I don’t know… he looks like a lump o’ clay to me, a little bit. 

CAT:  Oh, Henry! 

COW:   What? 

DONKEY:  Is it just me or is he glowing? 

GOAT:  Oh, wait! He’s about to do something! 

All the animals lean in really close, then pull back quickly in surprise. 

CAT:  Cutest. Yawn. Ever. 

DONKEY:  I swear, this cuteness could heal the blind! 
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COW:   Get it together girls, we’ve got a job to do. We’re supposed to figure out   
  what this thing is. 

GOAT:  It’s a BABY you four-gutted-buffoon, not a THING. 

COW:   Well, whatever it- or HE- is, he sure is causing a lot of excitement. 

LAMB: Well, I don’t know if this has anything to do with this… but earlier, I was   
  with the shepherds in the fields, cause that’s where they watch over us.   
  And I was just sitting there, minding my own business and eating the   
  grass, and right before the Angels came I took a big bite of something   
  and then my mouth got all itchy and I thought, ‘Huh, that’s weird” but I   
  kept chewing and then my throat got all… 

COW:   Hold on, lamb chop, what do you mean ANGELS? 

LAMB: Oh yeah! So then the angels came and started talkin’ to the shepherds   
  They were soooooooooooo scared, it was really funny. But then the   
  angels said something strange. They said, ““Do not be afraid. I bring you 
  good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town   
  of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This   
  will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in   
  a manger.” So… I don’t know if that has anything to do with it, but I   
  thought it was interesting. 

All the animals immediately relate the story to the baby, but it takes the lamb a minute to 
catch up. A lot of physical cues from the other animals take place before she says… 

LAMB: Oh. Oooohhh! 

GOAT:  The Messiah! 

DONKEY:  The Lord! 

CAT:  That means he must have been sent here by our Father, God! 

LAMB: He must be very special. 

CAT:  He came to be a savior to the people! 

COW:   Then… why is he laying in a manger? And not in a fancy bed like the rest 
  of the humans? 

LAMB: Maybe…. Maybe he’s here because He loves us, too? God is our Father.   
  So… maybe he wanted to let us be here to praise Him too. 

COW:   Well… (in a macho way) I’ll watch over him tonight if you guys want to get   
  some sleep. 

DONKEY:  No, I’ll do it! 

LAMB: I’ll protect him, I’ll watch him! 

CAT:  No way, I want to do it! 
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All animals “fight” over who gets to watch over him. 

LAMB: (Calming down the noise) Shhhh! It’s ok. We’ll all watch over Him tonight. 

Animals settle in to watch the manger; music starts for the lullaby. 
End. Lead into lullaby song or scripture reading. 
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CHRISTMAS STORE WINDOW 
Brandy Farrell  

Adapted by Caitlin Allen 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SYNOPSIS If Christmas celebrated itself, what would it focus on?  

TIME  2-4 minutes 

CAST   3 actors 
     Alex (M/F) 
     Bailey (M/F) 
     Charlie (M/F) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 2 kids are in a mall looking into a shop window. The letters C H R I S T M A S are on the 
window panes  

ALEX: Ooh! Look at that! And that! I am so excited for Christmas. It’s my 
favorite time of the year!  

BAILEY: Me too! The snow, and the carols, and the presents! It’s like my birthday 
but better! Everyone gets presents and it lasts a whole MONTH! 

ALEX: It’s like the whole country – no, the whole universe celebrates Christmas. 
I bet even Christmas would celebrate Christmas! 

BAILEY: Oh definitely! 

ALEX: What do you think it would do to celebrate?  

BAILEY: (looking at the letters in the window) Let’s see, well, the C could stands for 
cookies, and cocoa – I love having a hot cup of cocoa in front of the fire.  

ALEX: It could also stand for carols. Everyone loves singing Christmas carols – 
even the people who can’t sing join in! Alright…H…the H stands for…Ho 
Ho Ho! (rubs belly as they laugh)  

BAILEY: R stands for Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer. Imagine having a whole 
song written about you just because you pull Santa’s sleigh and you 
have a red nose.  

ALEX: Hmmm… the I could stand for… icicle lights. You know the ones that 
hang off the houses? Each year we drive ‘round, looking at lights. And S 
stands for stocking. I hope mine’s full this year!  

BAILEY: Let’s see, T… T stands for Tree. I just love decorating the Christmas Tree! 
My sister and I always fight over who gets to put the star on the top.  
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ALEX: The M stands for malls, where we do all of our shopping. And A stands 
for the advertisements so you can circle what you want.  

BAILEY: Oh I do that alllll the time! The last S could stand for Santa - He’s the 
one who brings you all the stuff you circled.  

Another child, who has been listening to the conversation, approaches the scene. 

CHARLIE: What are you doing?  

ALEX:  We were just talking about if Christmas celebrated itself, what would it   
  celebrate? 

BAILEY: We said C is for carols, H is Ho ho ho, R is reindeer, I is icicle lights, S is 
stockings, T is for tree-  

CHARLIE: (interrupting) Hold on. Those things are all great, but there’s something 
you’re missing. What about celebrating the true Christmas story?  

ALEX: How would you celebrate the true Christmas story?  

CHARLIE: Well, C is for Census, which was ordered by Rome. Everybody had to 
travel back to their homes. H stands for hard journey, Mary and Joseph 
went on a 90-mile hike through mountains and hills - all on the back of 
a donkey – to the town of Bethlehem. 

BAILEY: I’ve heard of that place! 

CHARLIE: R and I stand for room at the inn – for there were no rooms left in town.   
  So as the couple prepared for a baby, they took shelter in a stable. 

ALEX:  With the animals still there? 

CHARLIE: Yep. Jesus was born right next to a sheep…or maybe a cow…or a goat. 

ALEX & BAILEY: Ewwwww.  

CHARLIE: The S stands for Shepherds, who were the first to hear the message of 
great joy that the Savior had been born. T stands for Treasures, and M 
stands for Magi, who were wise men. They brought gifts from afar and 
came to worship him. The A stands for Angels who told of the birth of 
this precious baby boy. The last letter is the most important one to 
remember. It teaches us the meaning of all the gift-giving and carols. 
That S (points to letter) stands for Savior – the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
brought salvation to all, paying such a great price. 

BLACKOUT.  
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A CHRISTMAS SONG 
by Paul D. Smith  

©1997 by The Salvation Army, Des Planes Ill. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SYNOPSIS Two people set out to sing a Christmas song that is an example of the   
  season. After running through several seasonal songs they hit on the   
  right one.  

SCRIPTURE Luke 2:8-20  

TIME  5-6 minutes 

CAST   One (M/F) – the singer, the humor of the piece, played with a lot of   
  energy  
  Two (M/F) – The straight man, is exasperated by One’s inability to find   
  the right song  

PRODUCTION NOTES The singing should be done with flair, especially when it    
  comes to the Elvis song. This will add humor to the piece. You can sing   
  with accompaniment (guitar/piano) or a cappella.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ONE and TWO enter and prepare to sing  

ONE:   We’re really glad to be here today. To help celebrate this special season,   
  we’d like to share a very special song with you that embodies the    
  essence of this season.  

ONE begins to sing chorus of “Jingle Bells”. TWO gets ready to sing along, but expects to sing 
a reverent and worshipful song; so stops suddenly and stares at ONE.  

TWO:   What in the world are you doing?  

ONE:   Well I thought the perfect song for us here at The Salvation Army should 
  be something about bells.  

TWO:   It’s Christmas time! Don’t you think everyone here is just a little bit sick   
  of bells? How about something more….traditional?  

ONE:   (as if the thought had never occurred to him) Something traditional?  

TWO:   (with satisfaction) That’s right.  

ONE shrugs his shoulders and starts to sing “Here We Come a Wassailing” 

TWO:   (a little exasperated) Hold it! You call that traditional? 

ONE:   Well, it has to be at least 200 years old. That’s what I call traditional.  

TWO:   I’ll bet you don’t even know what wassailing means anyway. Now look,   
  this is a season about someone who is always with us and watching   
  over us. So, sing about that. (nods head to make the point)  
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ONE:   Ooooh….now I know what you mean.  

ONE starts singing “Santa Clause Is Coming to Town. 

TWO:   (really frustrated at this point) Excuse me? How is that about someone who   
  is always with us and watching over us?  

ONE:   You know (sings) “He sees you when you’re sleeping…”  

TWO:   (dryly) That’s not quite what I had in mind. I was thinking more of a… a   
  song about the… King of kings!  

ONE:   Why didn’t you say so?  

 Starts singing “Blue Christmas” 

TWO:   (exasperated and ready to give up) I don’t believe it! If you cant think of an   
  appropriate Christmas song, I wish you’d just be quiet.  

ONE:   What did you say?  

TWO:   I said I wish you’d just be quiet!  

ONE:   Well of course! That’s it!  

ONE begins to sing “Silent Night”. TWO looks stunned as he realizes ONE has finally 
understood. The he joins in singing harmony. 

Blackout. 
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SCRIPTURE 
READINGS



CHRISTMAS JESUS VS. EASTER JESUS 

From Nailscars.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
SYNOPSIS Two people present a reading for Christmas, but one of them is    
  including scripture passages that aren’t directly telling the nativity story.   

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 9; Isaiah 53; Luke 2  

TIME  6-8 minutes 

CAST   One (M/F)   
  Two (M/F) 

PRODUCTION NOTES The actors have folders that contain their scripts. When they   
  are presenting the scripture they can read. But their conversational   
  dialogue should be as off-book (memorized) as possible.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Two readers stand side by side on the stage. They should have folders that contain the   
 official reading. When they are talking to each other the scripts should be at their sides. 

ONE: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the   
 land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. (Isaiah 9: 2) 

TWO:  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with   
 suffering. (Isaiah 53:3) 

ONE:  Wait a minute, what are you doing? 

TWO:  Um reading (stage whisper to one) we are supposed to just stand up here at read, 
 there are a bunch of people watching. 

ONE :  But we are supposed to be reading the Christmas story 

TWO:  I am reading a prophecy about Jesus’ coming isn’t that what you wanted 

ONE:  No I don’t want that. You are reading about Easter Jesus, we are supposed to   
 be reading about Christmas Jesus. 

TWO:  Christmas Jesus? 

ONE:  Yeah, you know the baby in the manger and the whole thing. It is Christmas   
 time people are worried about finishing their shopping and how they are   
 going to pay off their credit card in January. They don’t want to hear sad stuff. 

TWO:  But this stuff isn’t sad 

ONE:  O really, let me see (Takes Two’s script) “He was pierced for our transgressions he   
 was crushed for our iniquities” (sort of sarcastic) O yeah, that’s not sad at all. 

TWO:  It isn’t pleasant, but it is part of the Christmas story. 
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ONE:  No, the Christmas story is about the manger and the taxes and the whole   
 there was no room for them in the inn part. 

TWO:  But that is only part of the story 

ONE:  I know but it’s the holidays no one wants to be challenged much. Baby Jesus is 
 safe, he doesn’t ask much for people and he looks good on a Christmas card. 

TWO:   Wait, the Incarnate Deity is safe? Are you telling me that God becoming flesh   
 and walking with sinful man is safe? It is radical, wonderful, and wild. It is far   
 from safe. 

ONE:  Yeah, but most people forget the whole God in flesh part. They just like the   
 stable and the donkey and stuff. 

TWO:  I think you are selling people short. I think these guys (gestures to     

 audience)understand the significance of what was going on in Bethlehem that   
 night. 

ONE:  I think you are crazy. There is a room full of frazzled people here who have   
 stepped outside of the hustle and bustle of their frantic shopping to come to   
 church and they just want a little hope. So we are going to read them this   
 story and they can smile and feel good and go home and get on with all the   
 stuff that they have to do. 

TWO:  But where is the hope without the cross? 

ONE:  What? 

TWO:  Our hope isn’t that Jesus came. It was amazing and wonderful and beautiful   
 that he came, but our hope comes from the cross and the empty tomb. 

ONE:  But this is Christmas do we really need to talk about that now? 

TWO:  If not now then when? In our world saturated with watered down versions of   
 Christmas what we (point to the whole church) must do is to remember how   
 wonderful of a gift Jesus really is. 

ONE:  What do you mean? 

TWO:  He didn’t come just to be a baby. He didn’t come just to heal a few people and   
 start a religion. Jesus came to die. He came to die for your sins and for mine   
 and for the sins of all of these people, and after he died he rose again and now 
 because of that we can have eternal life. If that doesn’t bring hope and peace   
 this Christmas then I don’t know what will. 

ONE:  (resigned) so what do you want to do. 

TWO:   You read your part and I will read mine 

ONE:   Are you sure? We have never done it this way before. 

TWO:   I am sure. 
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One and Two go back to reading from their scripts 

ONE:  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the   
 land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. (Isaiah 9: 2) 

TWO:  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with   
 suffering. (Isaiah 53:3) 

ONE:  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his   
 shoulders. (Isaiah 9:6) 

TWO:  Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, (Isaiah 53:4) 

ONE:  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,   
 Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

TWO:   yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. (Isaiah   
 53:4) 

ONE:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word   
 was God. He was with God in the beginning. The Word became flesh and   
 made his dwelling among us. (John 1:1-2, 14) 

TWO:  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;   
 the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we   
 are healed. (Isaiah 53:5) 

ONE:  In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken   
 of the entire Roman world. And everyone went to his own town to register.   
 (Luke 2:1, 3) 

TWO:   We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way;   
 (Isaiah 53:6) 

ONE:   So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to   
 Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of   
 David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to   
 him and was expecting a child. (Luke 2:4-5) 

TWO:  the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) 

ONE:  While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave   
 birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a   
 manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:6-7) 

TWO:  he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors.   
 For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.   
 (Isaiah 53:12) 

ONE:  (Smiles at TWO, he has warmed up to this new style of Christmas reading.) For unto us a   
 child is born, (Isaiah 9:6) 

TWO:  But he was pierced for our transgressions, (Isaiah 53:5) 
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ONE:  unto us a son is given, (Isaiah 9:6) 

TWO:  he was crushed for our iniquities; (Isaiah 53:5) 

ONE:  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; (Isaiah 9:2) 

TWO:  the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 

ONE: on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. (Isaiah   
 9:2) 

TWO:  and by his wounds we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5) 

ONE:  The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. (John 1:14) 

TWO:  He was crushed, he was pierced, 

BOTH: and he rose again. 

BLACKOUT. 
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CHRISTMAS TEXT – RESPONSIVE READING 
By Steve Brown 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SYNOPSIS A scripture reading intertwined with the line “O, come let us adore Him,   
  Christ the Lord”  

SCRIPTURE John 1:1-5, 10-17 

TIME  2-3 minutes 

CAST   2 readers (can be leader and congregation, or 2 separate readers) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

LEADER: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the   
  Word was God. 

RESPONSE: He was with God in the beginning. 

LEADER: Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

RESPONSE: Christ the Lord! 

LEADER: Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made   
  that has been made. 

RESPONSE: In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

LEADER: Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

RESPONSE: Christ the Lord!   

LEADER: The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

RESPONSE: He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the   
  world did not recognize him. 

LEADER: Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

RESPONSE: Christ the Lord! 

LEADER: He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 

RESPONSE: Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave   
  the right to become children of God 

LEADER: Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

RESPONSE: Christ the Lord! 

LEADER: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

RESPONSE: We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from   
  the Father, full of grace and truth. 

LEADER: Oh, come, let us adore Him, 
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RESPONSE: Christ the Lord! 

LEADER: From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after   
  another. 

RESPONSE: For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through   
  Jesus Christ. 

LEADER: Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

RESPONSE: Christ the Lord! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This reading was taken from https://sjbrown58.wordpress.com/2010/12/14/christmas-text-responsive-reading/. 
Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version, Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible 

Society.  Used by permission of International Bible Society 
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HE IS NEAR 
Reformed Worship  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SYNOPSIS This reading pulls direct scripture form prophesies in Jeremiah and   
  Isaiah, shows how they’re fulfilled in John.   

SCRIPTURE Jeremiah 23, Isaiah 9, Isaiah 11, John 1 

TIME  2-3 minutes 

CAST   2 readers 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ONE:  For the time is coming, says the Lord, when I will place a righteous   
  Branch upon King David’s throne. 

TWO:  He shall be a King who shall rule 
  with wisdom and justice 
  and cause righteousness to prevail 
  everywhere throughout the earth. 
  And this is his name: 
  The Lord, our Righteousness. 

ONE:  For unto us a Child is born; unto us a Son is given; 
  and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 

TWO:  These will be his royal titles: 
  Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, 
  The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

ONE:  His ever-expanding, peaceful government will never end. 
  He will rule with perfect fairness and justice 
  from the throne of his father, David. 

TWO:  He will bring true justice and peace 
  to all the nations of the world. 
  This is going to happen because the Lord of Heaven 
  has dedicated himself to do it! 

ONE:  The royal line of David will be cut off, 
  chopped down like a tree; 
  but from the stump will grow a Shoot 
  —yes, a new Branch from the old root. 

TWO:  And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
  the Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel and might; 
  the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
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ONE:  His delight will be obedience to the Lord. 
  He will not judge by appearance, 
  false evidence, or hearsay, 
  but will defend the poor and the exploited. 

TWO:  He will rule against the wicked who oppress them. 
  For he will be clothed with fairness and truth. 

ONE:  And Christ became a human being 
  and lived here on Earth among us 
  and was full of loving faithfulness and truth. 

TWO:  And some of us have seen his glory— 
  the glory of the only Son of the heavenly Father. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

© 2021 by Worship Ministries of the Christian Reformed Church. All rights reserved. 
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DANCE - FAST TEMPO (>120 bpm) 
Christmas Day - Chris Tomlin, We The Kingdom (180 bpm) 
Feels Like Joy - Micah Tyler (175 bpm) 
Noel - Hillsong Young & Free (125 bpm) 
The Light Has Come - Transmission (156 bpm) 
Joy To The World - Lincoln Brewster (140 bpm) 

DANCE - MODERATE TEMPO (80-120 bpm) 
Bells - Audrey Assad (98 bpm) 
Light of the World - Lauren Daigle (108 bpm) 
Glory Born - North Point Worship, Heath Balltzglier (115 bpm) 
The First Noel (Born Is The King) - Youngheart (90 bpm) 
Born Is The King (It’s Christmas) - Hillsong Worship (100 bpm) 

DANCE - SLOW TEMPO (<80 bpm) 
Seasons - Hillsong Worship (50 bpm) 
Baby Boy - The World in Lights (70 bpm)  
Silent Night - John Stratton (66 bpm) 
No Room - Aaron Stewart (64 bpm) 
Even In The Manger - JJ Weeks (67 bpm) 
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CLICK FOR THE 
SPOTIFY PLAYLIST

CLICK FOR THE 
YOUTUBE PLAYLIST

SONGS
Fast songs are good for 
Hip-Hop, Contemporary, 
Jazz and other upbeat 

styles of dance.  

Moderate tempo songs 
are good for 

Contemporary, Lyrical, 
Jazz and more. They are 

also great for story 
based performances like 

a choreodrama.

Slow songs are good for 
Lyrical, Contemporary, 
Ballet and more. Focus 

on using your 
choreography to 

emphasize the lyrics 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0MVjBUzVyIBPWi5LDMFepw?si=324fe1f60ed74926
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0MVjBUzVyIBPWi5LDMFepw?si=324fe1f60ed74926
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLew0-YG3EdOQt5XlRH-_JZ4uKfs_kVaAb
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLew0-YG3EdOQt5XlRH-_JZ4uKfs_kVaAb
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CHRISTMAS BUMPER | JOY TO THE WORLD 
Striving Faith Graphics 
1:25 
CLICK HERE FOR VIDEO 
A text based worship intro reminding us of the JOY that 
comes in Jesus. 

HIS NAME WILL BE 
Church Media Drop 
0:37 
FREE OFFICIAL DOWNLOAD 
A short text based video on the names of Jesus. 

GOD WITH US 
Nate Ellis 
1:29 
CLICK HERE FOR VIDEO 
Using only pictures this video explores the journey from 
creation to redemption, reminding us that God is with us. 

SILENT NIGHT 
River Valley Church 
1:06 
FREE OFFICIAL DOWNLOAD 
An animated look at the Magi’s perspective coming to see 
Jesus. 

PEACE BE WITH US 
Grace Chapel 
1:01 
CLICK HERE FOR VIDEO 
Is peace possible during the craziness of this year? Come and 
discover the promise Christmas: peace is available for all. 

VIDEOS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AF-sLwWI4cs
https://network.rivervalley.org/resource/christmas-service-video-elements/
https://churchmediadrop.com/downloads/his-name-will-be/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TD9AprJK-Ns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSB33XjQWUs
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