
November 2022 Newsletter
the salvation army of galveston county

Serving Galveston 
County since 1891

Center of Hope:  601 51st Street, Galveston, TX 77551
Moody Family Center for Worship and Service: 4801 Emmett F Lowry Expressway, Texas City, TX 77591

(409) 763-1691   •   www.SalvationArmyGalvestonCounty.org

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise. Give thanks to him and praise his name  |  Psalm 100:4
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The Salvation Army completed two weeks of registration 
for  Galveston County families seeking assistance to provide 
Christmas gifts for their children. This year, ages were 
extended to support teens and applications were taken for 
children through age 15. At the close of registration, 1,387 
children were signed up, including 179 teens. 

“We expected an increase because we have seen an increase in 
applications for rental assistance. It has been a hard year for 
many. We have 459 more children than last year, a 50% increase. 
We urgently need more sponsors to adopt these children and 
help us fill the need,” said Major Lucila Doria of The Salvation 
Army. “For our teens, we are suggesting a $50 Walmart 
gift cards so that they can choose what they need or want.”  
Group adoption of angel tags can be arranged by businesses, 
churches and other organizations by contacting Major Lucila 

Doria at Lucila.Doria@uss.SalvationArmy.org or by calling 
409-354-8074 during business hours. Individual angels can 
be adopted at The Salvation Army in Galveston or Texas 
City beginning Monday, November 14. Gifts will need to 
be turned in by Monday, December 5 to ensure that families 
receive the gifts for their children. 

In addition to gifts for the children, the families receive a food 
voucher to Kroger to supplement their Christmas dinner.  
This project is sponsored by Moody Bank, State Senator 
Mayes Middleton and Kelly Teichman in memory of her 
father, Rudy Teichman. More sponsors are needed for this 
program due to the increased demand.  We are confident that 
the Lord will provide what is needed for these families as he 
always has through this community’s support.  To participate, 
contact Holly McDonald at 409-939-9013.

2021 - 928 children received Christmas presents
2022 - 1,387 children hope we will help 

Adopt an Angel this Christmas!



Crystal and her family moved to 
Galveston County seven years ago. 
After the kids graduated from high 
school, Crystal decided to pursue her 
degree as a pastry chef and needed 
a place to do an externship for her 
course work. She decided to look for 
opportunities at The Salvation Army.

Crystal grew up as one of 6 children in 
a single-mother family. They regularly 
received help from the local Salvation 
Army. Crystal became involved with 
the church and became a Soldier 
at a young age. She felt safe at The 
Salvation Army and these memories 
influenced her decision to seek out a 
local unit for her volunteer work. She 
began helping in the kitchen at the 
shelter in Galveston and has given 
over 160 hours since September.

She was amazed at the work of the 
cooks, saying it was like watching 
an extreme version of  “Chopped” as 
they created meals from whatever 
food they had on hand. She found the 
clients interesting as she discovered 
that all of them were in some form 
of transition and most were seeking 
a better situation in their lives. She 
was struck by how she would not 
recognize any of them as homeless 
if she were to meet them outside of 
the shelter, saying circumstances 
can put anyone in unexpected 
situations. Crystal is happy to offer 
encouragement while serving. She 
plans to continue helping even 
though her course work is complete.

Greg is a U.S Army veteran with 
over 20 years of service. He had a 
very good life that fell apart when 
he became a victim to identity theft. 
Someone close to him used his name 
to open a credit card account and 
began running up debt in his name. 
Greg saw his good life turned upside 
down by this betrayal of friendship. 
He ended up homeless, eventually 
finding help at The Salvation Army 
emergency shelter in Galveston. 

Greg took time to think about his 
life and to work through some issues 
that were hindering his ability to 
recover. He started meeting with 
his case worker at the shelter and 
began putting the pieces of his life 
back together while taking advantage 
of a stable place to stay and regular 
meals. Without the stress of daily 
survival, Greg began making progress 
in a positive direction and is looking 
forward to moving into his own 
apartment in the coming days. He is 
thankful to The Salvation Army and 
all those who give so generously to 
keep the doors open for people like 
him who suddenly find themselves in 
a bad situation. 

The Center of Hope in Galveston 
contains an emergency overnight 
shelter designed to help people 
like Greg who need a place to rest 
and regroup when life deals them 
unexpected challenges. The aim of 
the shelter is to be available to meet 
the needs of those who come for help. 

C’rystal joined the team at The 
Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club 
of Texas City in January and she 
has quickly moved up the ladder, 
earning the new position of Program 
Coordinator. She says she has always 
wanted to work with kids, and would 
like to run her own after-school 
program one day. C’rystal has been 
studying sports medicine and now 
is working on a degree in kinesology 
which helps develop coaching skills. 

She describes her job as the best 
one she has ever had and says that 
everyday is a little different. She was 
nervous about stepping up as the 
Program Coordinator because it is 
a new position and she was a little 
worried about how her co-workers 
would react. The team has been very 
receptive and her efforts are helping 
to make the program even more 
effective and impactful for the kids. 

C’rystal especially enjoyed the 
summer program when the kids 
stayed at the Club all day. There 
is more opportunity for them to 
engage and learn with the extra time. 
She would like to thank those who 
support the program and let everyone 
know that a good reason to give 
is to provide these kids with more 
opportunities and experiences that 
will help them in the future when 
they are completing their education 
and competing for jobs. They will 
appreciate the opportunities they had 
at our Boys & Girls Club. 

volunteers success story meet our staff



For the third consecutive year, three of our community 
supporters have stepped in to offer needed practical help with 
the Christmas activities of The Salvation Army.  Kedge Cook 
of Cook Ford Texas City has once again pledged the use of 
vehicles for the transportation needs of the season. The normal 
daily fleet is not large enough to manage all the extra driving 
involved with picking up toys and delivering kettles without 
causing problems with regular programming activities.  The 
support given by Cook Ford in these days when dealerships 
have less inventory of vehicles, it is greatly appreciated.

Leslie and Jerome Karam have made room at the Mainland 

City Centre for the Angel Tree warehouse which will be used 
for the sorting and distribution of toys for over 570 families 
in Galveston County. The need for a large amount of space for  
just a few weeks is a very difficult need to fill.  The Karam’s 
have been very generous and creative in providing this space.

Moody Bank continues to support The Salvation Army in 
many ways thorough out the year, but at Christmas time 
they go even further by counting the money collected in the 
Red Kettles. The security of the bank and the accuracy of the 
count adds an extra layer of accountability to the process. We 
are grateful to all our friends for these much needed support.

community support for christmas

The Red Kettle campaign got a big boost in 2022 by the 
invitation of Moody Gardens to have the Campaign Kick-off 
as part of the Festival of Lights opening event on November 
19 at 4:00 pm.  The Salvation Army will be onstage at the 
beginning of the evening to announce the start of the Red 
Kettle campaign and the iconic kettle will be there to receive 
the first gifts of the season.  A brass quartet will play traditional 
Christmas music to start the evening.

Moody Gardens has been a faithful supporter of The 
Salvation Army for many years. President/CEO of Moody 
Gardens,  John Zendt and his staff began looking for ways to 

increase their contribution to the Red Kettle campaign which 
traditionally begins the same night as the Festival of Lights 
and runs through mid-January.  

This year our campaign goal is $250,000.  There are 9 
locations and 13 physical kettles and teams of virtual kettles 
from November 19 to December 24.  As in all areas of 
ministry, The Salvation Army relies on volunteers.  We need 
many volunteers for a successful campaign.  This year we are 
also recruiting groups to host virtual kettles to be able to raise 
the funds we need to finish 2022 and start 2023 strong.  We 
hope that our supporters will join us in this effort. 

2022 red kettle campaign kick-off



The Salvation Army of Galveston 
County is working on transforming 
the traditional Red Kettle campaign 
with a focus on Virtual Kettles. 
The struggle to keep physical kettle 
locations open is a challenge as the 
shopping and giving habits of people 
have changed. The Salvation Army 
has worked to make the Virtual Kettle 
option easier for the community to 
support. 

Businesses and organizations are 
sponsoring virtual kettles to share 
among their circles of influence, 
creating many more opportunities 
to give. So far, Virtual Kettles have 
been sponsored by Texas First Bank, 
Moody Bank, HomeTown Bank 
Galveston, Moody Gardens, the 
Grand Galvez, the City of Hitchcock, 
Cook Ford Texas City, the Rotary 
Clubs of Galveston and Texas City, 
the Kiwanis Club of Galveston, 
the Noon Optimists Club, First 
Presbyterian Church Galveston, 
Galveston Republican Women, The 
Salvation Army Advisory Board and 
the Women’s Auxiliary. 

The goal is to raise 33 Virtual 
Kettle TEAMS that will circulate 
throughout the season. To sponsor 
a Virtual Kettle contact Holly 
McDonald at 409-939-9013.  

The Salvation Army of Galveston County received a charitable grant of $50,000 
from the Valero Benefit for Children this year, thanks to the Valero Texas Open 
golf tournament and associated events. This gift directly benefits The Salvation 
Army Boys & Girls Club of Texas City.

Due to the incredible generosity of Valero’s business partners, donors and sponsors, 
The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club of Texas City continues to operate.  “We 
are in our third year of operation and our Boys & Girls Club is growing. The 
children are learning new skills and making new friends. Everyone, even family 
members, are seeing growth in them. Valero has been supporting the program 
before it even began in 2020. This gift is foundational to the Club and we are 
grateful for their support,” said Major Nathanael Doria of The Salvation Army.

The Boys & Girls Club operates an after-school program Monday through Friday 
when school is in session. During the summer, a Day-Camp program operates from 
8:30 am through 5:30 pm for 10-weeks. The past support of Valero helped create 
a stable and excellent program that continues to provide new opportunities to kids 
in the community who may be at a disadvantage in their current circumstances. 
The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club of Texas City provides a safe place for kids 
to go after school and during the summer. Thank you, Valero for your support and 
confidence in this valuable program.

virtual kettles giving: valero supports our bgc
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