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San Luis Hotel partners quarterly with volunteers and staff to serve a wonderful meal  to  Shelter residents.

Even though preparation for larger disasters stay top of mind, the need to respond 
to smaller local events is ongoing and dependent on volunteer support.  It has been 
recommended that we add a Rapid Response Unit to assist in these daily activities. There 
is rarely a need to actually cook on a traditional canteen as opposed to simply serving 
food that is prepared and kept at proper temperatures for food safety. With access to a 
commercial kitchen at the Center of Hope, food can easily be prepared for distribution. 
ARapid Response Unit provides additional flexibility and is more driver-friendly than a 
traditional canteen. It does not require any special license or skill to drive and has room 
to carry a team of volunteers. The maintenance is easier to manage and it has the added 
advantage of being able to fit in areas that may not work for a traditional canteen. 

The cost of a Rapid Response Unit is approximately $120,000. This unit would be a 
tool for use by volunteers to serve the community at-large for many years. For details on 
sponsoring this community asset, contact Holly McDonald at 409-939-9013 or Holly.
McDonald@uss.SalvationArmy.org.

Life on the Gulf Coast requires 
vigilance and preparation. The 
Salvation Army Emergency 

Disaster Service (EDS) teams 
throughout Texas are always planning 
and preparing.  In Galveston County, 
training is available for volunteers who 
want to be ready to help out in times 
of trouble. We are actively looking 
for retired first responders or other 
interested parties who are interested 
in equipment maintenance, warehouse 
work and ongoing preparation to 
assist in these efforts. 

There is no previous experience 
required to serve as an EDS volunteer, 
just willing hands and a little flexibility. 
However, the time to prepare is now! 
There are many areas of service in 
the community that trained disaster 
volunteers can participate in  locally 
even if we are blessed not to have a 
storm affect our area, such as assisting 
first responders and relief distribution 
in times of extreme weather. 

Contact Madilyn Pyles at Madilyn.
Pyles@uss.SalvationArmy.org for 
information on starting your volunteer 
application for EDS.

hurricane season starts on june 1st!

RAPID RESPONSE UNIT



Chris Delesandri receives a token of 
appreciation from Major Nathanael 
Doria for the outstanding support he 
gave to The Salvation  Army during 
his service as Executive Director of 
United Way of Galveston County 
Mainland.

Chris is widely recognized as a 
community leader after 43 years of 
service to people in need.  We are 
thankful for his friendship.

We would also like to say thank you 
to Chris Doyle, President/CEO of 
Texas First Bank, who has been a 
tireless supporter of The Salvation 
Army for decades. 

He made sure we had beautiful 
landscaping at the Moody Family 
Center for Worship and Service in 
Texas City, recently refreshing all 
the flower beds surrounding the 
buildings.  He also made sure all 
the trees were mulched. It all looks 
wonderful! Thank you, Chris! 

The Women’s Auxiliary of The Salvation Army of Galveston County presented  
the Boots & BBQ event honoring the City of Texas City on April 21, 2022. 

Thelma Bowie, Mayor Pro Tem of Texas City accepted the Champion of Hope 
award on behalf of the City and expressed appreciation to The Salvation Army for 
their work. Major Nathanael Doria presented a special award to former Mayor 
Matthew Doyle in appreciation of his support. In accepting the recognition, 
Matthew noted that his brother, Chris had worked very hard to raise the money for 
the construction.  As part of the program, a musical performance was presented by 
the students in the new music program at the Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club 
of Texas City. Afterwards, the students presented flowers to Mary Ellen Doyle.

Rising temperatures led to a decision to return the evening community meal to 
the dining hall in Galveston. Since Covid made social distancing a necessity back 
in 2020, the community meal had become a distribution of to-go meals in the 
parking lot for anyone in the community who wanted a meal. Most of the guests 
of that daily event would sit down on the curb and eat, having no place else to go. 

Traditionally, the community meal was served alongside those staying in the 
shelter and that is again the case. Now those seeking a meal can also sit inside and 
eat. We know that some will decide to stay and take advantage of the resources 
available that can help them change their lives. Volunteers are still needed to assist 
with this meal! Call Madilyn Pyles for details at 409-392-6990. 

news boots and bbq event

community meal



summer day camp update

give a little time - change a life forever!

The Salvation Army always depends on volunteer support in the communities it serves and there are some wonderful 
opportunities to have a strong impact on the life of a child at our Boys and Girls Club Summer Day Camp. We see great 
progress in the kids who participate regularly, but we have urgent needs for more volunteer support.
The Summer Day Camp program begins on June 6 and ends on August 12. Times can be flexible but the need is great. 
Background checks and training are required before starting, so now is the time to make your commitment and start the 
onboarding process so you can be ready on Day 1! The only qualifications is a willing heart and a little patience. This is an 
especially great opportunity for retired teachers (or teachers on break!), college students, empty-nesters and anyone who 
understands the impact of summer programs in the lives of children. 
Contact Volunteer Coordinator, Madilyn Pyles for more information and to start the process. She can be reached at (409) 
392-6990 or madilyn.pyles@uss.salvationarmy.org.

We are happy to announce that the campaign to raise $20,000 to send 50 children to camp was successfully completed 
and children are being registered for a week-long stay at Camp Hoblitzelle in Midlothian, Texas. Special thanks to Moody 
Bank, Texas First Bank, Galveston Condo Living, Matthew & Debbie Doyle, Randy & Connie Dietel, My Galveston 
Getaway and Pat & Bill Bumpus for making this opportunity possible.  
In addition to this life-changing opportunity, the Boys & Girls Club of Texas City is providing 9 full weeks of Day Camp 
activities. Day Camp will start Monday, June 6 through August 12. There are 50 children already registered with a waiting 
list that grows by the day. The need for this program is tremendous, and so are the costs. Extra staff and resources for 
all-day programming is estimated to cost about $75,000 and we need to raise $52,000 to ensure that we make it to the 
end. You can help with a gift of any amount marked for the Boys & Girls Club Summer Day Camp or give online at 
SalvationArmyTexas.org/texascitybgc. Call Holly McDonald at 409-939-9013 for more information.
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Sarah Linde is a faithful volunteer 
at The Salvation Army, serving 
the community meal nearly every 
Monday evening for years. 

Sarah’s work as a Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker in the UTMB 
Community Health Program 
involves helping those who have 
experienced barriers within the 
healthcare systems and helping them 
navigate and receive care. Sarah first 
began working with The Salvation 
Army’s Social Services to coordinate 
care for mutual clients. Coming from 
a family called to service, she began 
volunteering.

She has assisted with Angel Tree 
registration, ringing the bell at the 
Red Kettle, and counting money 
received in the kettles.  She likes to 
include her children in these service 
opportunities whenever possible. 
Sarah lives in League City. She is 
married and has four children, two 
of which are out of the house. In 
addition to her weekly service at The 
Salvation Army, she also serves on 
the Advisory Board for the Interfaith 
Ministries Meals on Wheels Program 
and is the President of Community 
Assistance Providers of Galveston 
County (CAPGal).

Joshua has an uncommon wisdom, 
borne out of pain and addiction. 
With seven months of sobriety, he 
works hard to stay out of the way of 
temptation. That’s what brought him 
to The Salvation Army in Galveston.

Joshua was bullied as a child 
and sought safety through gang 
membership and drugs. It was a hard 
life and it made him tough. He left 
that area and began traveling the 
world, all while living with a severe 
addiction to drugs and alcohol. A 
cook by trade, he worked in Alaska 
until he lost his job due to Covid. A 
particularly effective rehab stay shook 
him free from his addiction and gave 
him the tools to live a sober life. 

He says he came to The Salvation 
Army in Galveston because he is 
smart. His traveling taught him 
where to seek refuge. He believes 
God brought him here for a purpose. 
His past life limits his housing 
options, but he has signed up to be 
part of the Worker’s Dorm which 
will allow him an extended stay until 
he can work through his housing 
obstacles. While he is grateful for his 
first “sober shelter stay”, he does not 
want to make living in a shelter his 
career.

The Salvation Army of Galveston 
County, Advisory Board and Women’s 
Auxiliary are joining together to 
celebrate 130 years of  service.  On 
September 29th, treasured friends 
will gather at Moody Gardens for 
a wonderful evening honoring the 
Moody Foundation and Valero 
Energy, both of which have been 
incredible supporters of the work of 
The Salvation Army for many years. 
A Salvation Army brass quartet will 
entertain and the newly appointed 
Texas Divisional Commander will 
speak to the community on this 
special night. 

The Women’s Auxiliary will present 
their annual Style Show, featuring 
female First-Responders. This is 
their main fundraising event of the 
year. Local boutiques will showcase 
their wares. The evenining will 
feature a silent auction and musical 
performance by The Salvation Army 
Boys & Girls Club of Texas City.

Ticket information coming soon. 
Mark your calendar and make 
plans to join The Salvation Army of 
Galveston County for an evening of 
remembrance and thanksgiving for 
130 years of God's faithfulness to this 
community.

volunteers success story130 years ago...

Save
the Date
09.29.22


