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Happy Easter   

The need for an afterschool program is easy to see. Kids who leave school 
with no place to go are at risk when they are unsupervised and have no 
structured activity in which to participate.

The Boys & Girls Club of Texas City provides a safe, positive environment 
for kids in the community where they can come together for fun and 
develop supportive relationships that can help them learn the skills they 
need for life. Volunteers are a key component of these relationships. They 
not only share valuable knowledge, but are influential role models who 
have a lasting impact on impressionable minds. 

The Boys & Girls Club has a program called Passport to Manhood that is 
designed to teach and promote responsibility, reinforce positive behavior 
and develop character in young boys. Recently, Justin Wafers, a teacher 
from Haley Elementary came by to show the young men how to tie a tie. 
The kids were very engaged and receptive to Mr. Wafers. This type of 
activity helps kids feel connected to the volunteer,  to each other and gives 
them a sense of accomplishment. 

Every child deserves a great future. For some, that is hard to imagine. 
When caring adults invest in them by providing a safe and supportive 
environment with structured activities that include opportunities for 
growth and clear expectations,  future begins to look possible. Would you 
consider sharing your time, talent and treasures to transform the future 
for these kids?

boys to men

This is how we know what love is: This is how we know what love is: 
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.

1 John 3:161 John 3:16



In June of each year, officers of  The 
Salvation Army may be reassigned 
to a new appointment.   This 
announcement comes in April.  
This year the bulletin announcing 
reassignments came out on April 
6th and we are pleased to share 
that our names were not on the list. 
This confirms that we will remain as 
commanding officers in Galveston 
County for at least one more year.

We are blessed to see that our 
command has improved in many 
areas.  The completion of the 
construction project and the re-
opening of the Texas City Corps at 
it’s new location was a milestone as 
well as the beginning of the Boys & 
Girls Club of Texas City.  The difficult 
decision to close the Family Store, 
even though it was not something 
we  wanted to do,  did have a positive 
impact on our finances.  We have 
closed in the black for the past two 
years.

We are priviledged and thankful 
to be assigned to this beautiful 
part of Texas for a 4th year.  All 
improvements are thanks to the 
support received from our caring 
community, from our staff, Advisory 
Board and Women’s Auxiliary 
members, and every one of our 
faithful donors that makes possible 
the work of The Salvation Army.  We 
look forward to continuing to serve 
others in Galveston County.

The Women’s Auxiliary is celebrating the first year of service of the van they were 
able to give to the Boys & Girls Club of Texas City. Despite not being able to 
hold fundraising events for more than a year, the membership was still able to 
provide the money needed to purchase a 12-passenger van to use to transport local 
children to the afterschool program. 

The van is a tangible example of the type of service projects done by the membership 
of the Auxiliary. This gift could potentially provide transportation for ten years. 
The purpose of the Women’s Auxiliary is to raise awareness, funds and volunteers 
that support the programs of The Salvation Army in Galveston County and the 
van is a daily visible reminder of their commitment.

The Women’s Auxiliary held a membership recruitment event at the Galveston 
Country Club on April 7. The purpose of the event was to spread the word about 
this group of ladies who work hard to raise awareness, funds and volunteers in 
support of the work of The Salvation Army in Galveston County. The tea, led by 
Auxiliary President Jovan Harris and chaired by Jo Ann Ross and Kay Davis led 
six ladies to join right away. The Auxiliary is looking forward to working with all 
of them on future service projects and fundraisers. 

Since chartering in 2017, the Auxiliary has given over $125,000 to The Salvation 
Army. All funds raised stay in the local community and serve people in Galveston 
County. 

another year   a gift of service

women’s auxiliary membership tea

Majors 
Nathanael & Lucila Doria



boys & girls club this summer

Registration Fees: $12,500 Transportation $5,000 Meals to/from Camp $500

T-Shirts: $1,250 Sleeping Bags: $500 Essential Travel Packs: $250

Our Summer Day Camp is a ten-week program of structured summer fun in Texas City.  This program begins on June 6 
for children ages 6 to 12. There are already 46 children signed up to participate. The limit is 50, so we anticipate a waiting 
list before the program even begins.
Our Summer Day Camp meets Monday through Friday from 8:30-5:30. There are daily structured activities including 
music classes, arts, science activities and sports. Thursdays are fieldtrip days and Friday is Water Fun Day. Parents can 
enroll their kids for only $20 per week.
There are many great volunteer opportunities - volunteers are encouraged and needed!  Background checks and training 
are required.  Apply now!
On the 4th week of our Summer Day Camp 50 kids will go to Camp Hoblitzelle for 6 days.  Most of the children from 
our Summer Day Camp will be able to attend, except those younger than 7 years of age. There will be room for other 
children in the community to participate in this life-changing experience.  
Children will be transported on a charter bus to Midlothian where camp is located. Estimated cost for this project is 
$20,000.  Moody Bank, Texas First Bank and Galveston Condo Living Group have pledged $5,000 each for this project. 
Other individuals pledged $1,000 to provide $16,000 of the $20,000 needed. These donors understand that Summer 
Camp is an important, life-changing experience for kids. Can you help, too? 

What the campers receive for Camp HoblitzelleWhat the campers receive for Camp Hoblitzelle
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United Way Galveston 
County Mainland

United Way
of Galveston

For Cathie Harrison of My Galveston 
Getaway,  volunteering started in 
childhood. Her family was always 
involved in service projects and she is 
proud to see that same tendancy in 
her own  adult children.

Cathie has worked in vacation 
rentals, property management and 
real estate in Galveston for over 10 
years. She says her “heart sings” in 
Galveston and she feels privileged to 
live and work there and to help others 
love the island the way she does. 

When The Salvation Army Women’s 
Auxiliary restarted in 2017, she was 
flattered, honored and humbled by 
an invitation to come and serve as 
Chaplain for the group. She counts 
it a priviledge to be able to pray 
over members, meetings and the 
community. She has served on the 
canteen, trained for disaster relief 
work, and worked on the fundraising 
efforts of the Auxiliary. She loves 
being able to help the community 
in a variety of ways from giving her 
time, talent and treasure working on 
fundraising events to ringing the bell 
in front of Walmart at Christmas 
time. She says she is enriched by the 
relationships she has with the other 
Auxiliary members.

The staff of the Center of Hope 
was surprised one evening when 
Antoinette showed up at the shelter 
entrance. They were even more 
surprised as her story began to 
unfold. Born in Holland, Antoinette 
was a Holocaust survivor. 

Although confined to a wheelchair, 
she quickly demonstrated that she 
could take care of herself. She had 
lived in Galveston before moving 
with her daughter to Corpus Christi. 
She missed the island and had been 
comfortable there and returned on 
her own to find that the apartment 
she expected to live in had been 
rented to someone else. Undaunted, 
she slept in a field for two nights 
in her chair until the Galveston 
Police Department spotted her  and 
brought her to The Salvation Army. 

Antoinette appreciates the time she 
had at The Salvation Army to get her 
own housing situation straightened 
out. In just over 30 days, she secured 
another apartment and left the 
shelter. She says, “I like being there, 
to tell you the truth. I never met 
people like the ones at The Salvation 
Army. All they do is praise Jesus and 
help people. Without them, I would 
probaby have died.”

The Salvation Army is happy to 
welcome Madilyn Pyles as the 
new Volunteer Coordinator for 
Galveston County. Madilyn moved 
from Cincinnati three years ago, 
eventually coming to Galveston to 
experience island life.  

Madilyn has grown up doing 
volunteer work. She worked with 
her mom organizing events for the 
Galveston Regional Chamber of 
Commerce.  Prior to joining the team 
at The Salvation Army, Madilyn 
worked in hospitality, most recently 
at the Galveston Country Club. 
She notes that her all-time favorite 
job was as a nanny for a 1-year-old 
boy. That job helped her realize she 
enjoyed helping people because 
teaching and helping a child learn 
and grow was so rewarding. “I’m so 
happy to be joining The Salvation 
Army family! I’ve always wanted to 
become involved with one of these 
wonderful organizations but never 
knew where to start.”

Madi hopes to help others and meet 
people with her same passions. 
“We are all human and all deserve 
a little love in our lives! Overall this 
opportunity is a blessing and I am 
very excited to be here.”

volunteers success storymeet our staff


