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First field trip of our 10-week Boys & Girls Club - Summer Day Camp

The Salvation Army depends on 
community support for everything 
it does. The most visible show of 
support comes from the hands of 
volunteers, those who give their 
time and experience to serve those 
less fortunate. Every day, we are 
in need of volunteers to fill the 
following spots: 

1. Help serve shelter meals - two 
volunteers are needed every 
evening at 4:30 pm to help 
serve dinner at the shelter in 
Galveston. Also, two volunteers 
are needed at 6:00 am to set 
up continental breakfast every 
morning.

2. Shelter intake/night support  
- this volunteer helps check 
in guests at the shelter and 
provides support for the staff. 

3. Boys & Girls Club in Texas 
City - classroom support and  
meal service are critical to 
the success of this program. 
Additional training required. 

For more information, contact 
Madilyn Pyles at 409-939-6990.

cooling stations this summerurgent needs

• This pallet cost less than 
$500

• It has 1,920 - 16 oz bottles
• Is delivered to our doors
• During the summer water 

is a life line for many
• Are you one of ten donors 

needed to provide a pallet 
of life-giving water for the 
summer?

The Salvation Army is prepared to open the dining hall at 601 51st street as a 
Cooling Station this summer on days when the National Weather Service issues 
heat advisories. 

The Salvation Army will provide bottled water so that everyone keeps hydrated.  
Guests are welcome to sit in the cool air conditioned area and watch the news, 
read, and get relief from the heat, etc.  We will provide lunch for those at the 
cooling station and they will be welcome to stay until dinner time.

On these days shelter staff will supervise the cooling station and volunteers will 
be welcome to help monitor the cooling station to ensure that everyone is safe. 

At 5:00 pm we provide dinner for all shelter residents and people from the 
community.  The shelter opens everyday at 6:00 pm for overnight accomodations 
for those living on the streets who need a safe place to stay. Everyone is welcome 
to come as long as space is available.

WATER NEEDED THIS SUMMER



Mary moved to Galveston just before 
Hurricane Ike roared ashore and 
took everything she had. But Mary is 
tough, depending on God to supply 
all her needs. Having survived a 14-
year abusive marriage and fighting 
breast cancer, she knew what loss 
was all about. Now in her eighties, 
she continues to minister to others, 
especially children and the homeless, 
just as she has all her life.  

Mary had a rich work life with a 
career in law enforcement which 
lasted for 25 years, and another 
career in nursing. She is a licensed, 
ordained minister and faithfully 
attends Church of the Living God in 
Galveston, a church that she believes 
is on the path of being what a church 
should be. She lived in the projects 
in Atlanta for 15 years where she 
regularly ministered to children in 
the neighborhood. She came to the 
Houston area for cancer treatment at 
M.D. Anderson and made her home 
in Galveston. She is active with a 
street ministry on Saturday morning 
that regularly provides breakfast and 
other supplies for the homeless and 
poor.  

At her daughter's urging as well as 
in response to a call for volunteers 
through her church, Mary came to 
help in the kitchen with the evening 
meal at the shelter.  Mary loves people 
and loves to see their response to the 
love of God.  

volunteers

Brian came to The Salvation Army 
homeless and with no hope. He says, 
"The Salvation Army opened their 
doors to me and took me in. They 
gave me an opportunity to get on my 
feet. Now I am working and I am on 
my way to getting my own place." 

Brian took advantage of the 
resources offered to him during his 
stay at the Emergey Shelter. He 
notes that he was given all the tools 
he needed through case management 
and credits the case worker and the 
shelter monitors with his success. He 
was treated with respect and found 
the staff to be wonderful people. 
"I owe a lot to them," he remarked. 
"I appreciate everything they have 
done for me! God knows they are a 
blessing in my life."

Brian says that without The Salvation 
Army, there is a good chance he 
would be back out on the street 
living the drug and alcohol lifestyle. 
Being at The Salvation Army, with 
all its rules, disciplined him in a way 
that led him to better himself. "The 
discipline they gave me motivated me 
to do better. Now I am working two 
jobs. They taught me a lot of things 
that I didn't know before I came here. 
I learned how to keep my money and 
to budget it. I feel blessed to have The 
Salvation Army as part of my life. I 
am thankful to all the donors because 
they really help all of us. It's a positive 
thing that you all are doing."

The Salvation Army is happy and 
proud to be supported by the Harris 
and Eliza Kempner Fund. The 
fund supports projects that work to 
improve the quality of life, primarily 
in the Galveston area. They recently 
granted $35,000 to The Salvation 
Army of Galveston for the operation 
of the Emergency Shelter, a place 
where people can get the tools to 
drastically change their lives. The 
Salvation Army is grateful for this 
transformational gift. 

Summer donations of all kinds are 
always encouraging and help take the 
pressure off the day-to-day struggles 
of maintaining programs whose costs 
typically increase in the hot summer 
months. Everyday, the basic need 
of food is provided to many, often 
given and served by volunteers and 
local restaurants. Recently Hooter's 
Galveston brought food for the 
evening meal, followed the next 
night by Riondo's Ristorante on the 
Strand.  These meals were quite a 
treat for those staying in the shelter 
and a big help to the food budget!

Sometimes summer is hard in the 
world of the non-profit. People are 
traveling and enjoying time with 
families and the plight of those less 
fortunate are not always at the top of 
their mind.  Special gifts from friends 
and caring people in our community 
lighten the load and make the work 
possible. 

success storygiving



Our Emergency Shelter is focused on housing for all our clients.  This is one 
example of what your support makes possible in the lives of many.

a note of thanks

SUMMERSUMMERDay Camp
Give 

children a safe 
place to go

this 
summer.

Sponsor our 
Boys & Girls Club 
of Texas City - 
Summer Day 
Camp.  

Donate today!

To donate use QR 
Code below,
or call
(409) 939-9013.

summer day camp

Monday, June 6 saw the start of 
Summer Day Camp at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Texas City. Cedric 
Cherfils, Branch Manager of the 
Club, survived his first week of Day 
Camp after weeks of planning and 
training for this very important 
time in the life of the children in our 
community. The maximum capacity 
of 50 kids was filled by the end of 
April and 12 remain on the waiting 
list.  

Volunteers from the Bay Area 
Council of Drugs and Alcohol 
(BACODA) and from the LaMarque 
Public Library have partnered with 
staff to offer additional character 
development and reading activities 
during the week. Other volunteers 
have come forward to help with food 
service or to help with classroom 
activities. There is still a need for 
more volunteers to serve in these 
areas as well as door monitors and 
field trip chaperones. 

Hitchcock ISD provides weekly bus 
service for Thursday field trips so all 
the kids are able to go together. The 
first trip was pure fun at the Main 
Event in Webster. The kids were so 
happy and so grateful for all who 
support this program so they can 
have these opportunities for fun, 
fellowship and learning. It is hard 
to convey how important summer 
programs are in the life of children. 
Thank you for your support!
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9

United Way Galveston 
County Mainland

United Way
of Galveston

The Emergency Disaster Services of 
The Salvation Army Texas Division is 
continually at work preparing for the 
next assignment. Recently, Divisional 
leadership hosted a Disaster Training 
camp for staff and volunteers of The 
Salvation Army across the state. On 
display was much of the equipment 
utilized during disaster deployments 
such as large mobile kitchens, washer 
and dryer units, bunk-house units 
for  volunteers, mobile showers and 
many mobile response units for the 
delivery of food, drinks and other 
relief supplies. 

The need for trained volunteers able 
to deploy to local and regional events 
was highlighted at the conference. 
All the resources in the world can not 
provide the comfort that a volunteer 
with a hot meal and a bottle of 
water can give. A busy storm season 
like 2020 further revealed the need 
for volunteers who can assist in 
maintaining and testing equipment 
to ensure ability to respond. Locally, 
properly trained volunteers can 
utilize EDS resources to respond to 
localized  emergencies and to provide 
relief to people in the community. To 
learn more, contact Madilyn Pyles at 
409-392-6990. 

• 

eds update

Lt. Colonels Ronnie and Sharon  Raymer,  who have served as Divisional 
Commanders in Texas for the last six years, have been appointed as commanders 
of the North & South Carolina Division.  We are thankful to them for their 
support of The Salvation Army of Galveston County.

Lt. Colonels Art and Ann Penhale will take over as Divisional Commanders in the 
Texas Division. This is the top leadership position in the state. We welcome the 
Penhales to Texas and look forward to their September visit to Galveston. 

• The Salvation Army is a unique organization

In 1938, the first-ever National Donut Day was celebrated in Chicago, and the 
history of The Salvation Army’s Donut Lassies was officially immortalized.

This year, the Leadership Class of the Texas City/LaMarque Chamber of 
Commerce delivered sweet treats to first-responders, city employees and other 
supporters. This day commemorates the work of the "Donut Lassies" who served 
sweets to the soldiers at the front lines during World War I.

We would like to say Thank You to these wonderful volunteers.

new leadership in texas

donut day

Lt. Colonels Ronnie & Sharon Raymer Lt. Colonels Art & Ann Penhale


