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Volunteers from the La Marque Library share the gift of reading weekley with our Boys & Girls Club children

The Salvation Army of Galveston 
County is exploring the possibility of 
opening a Senior Nutrition program  
with the help of Galveston County 
Parks and Culture in the space 
formally occupied by the Family 
Store in Galveston. If approved, 
this program will offer nutrition,  
health and wellness education, a safe 
environment for fellowship activities 
and a hot lunch for seniors 60+ on 
weekdays.

Galveston County operated a Senior 
Center on the island that was 
destroyed in 2008 by Hurricane Ike. 
The Salvation Army of Galveston 
will consider opening this program 
in January of 2023.

It is already starting to feel like Christmas around The Salvation Army of 
Galveston County as work has begun on two important events: the Angel Tree 
Program and the Red Kettle Campaign. 

The Angel Tree program will help approximately 500 Galveston County families 
with Christmas presents and clothing for their children up to age 15. This 
program is meant to relieve stress on families who are living on the edge and 
may find it easier to skip paying utility bills than face disappointing their kids on 
Christmas morning. Each family will also receive a food voucher to Kroger for 
use in purchasing food for their Christmas dinner. Sponsorships of $5,000 are 
available now to provide this extra gift. 

The Red Kettle campaign has become part of the American Christmas tradition 
since 1891. It has evolved from one single pot set out on a San Francisco dock to 
collect donations for a dinner for the poor to multiple locations across the country 
staffed by volunteers and seasonal employees. It is the biggest annual fundraiser 
for The Salvation Army, raising about 10% of the budget for programs and services 
that serve the needy in the community where the money is raised. In Galveston 
County, that translates into a campaign goal of $250,000. 

In 2021, The Salvation Army of Galveston County hit the campaign goal for the 
first time ever as people were inspired to give by a matching challenge of $90,000 
from the Moody Foundation. It had been a challenging and difficult campaign 
even though many volunteer groups returned after sitting out a year due to the 
pandemic. Still, seasonal workers who are used to keep the bells ringing when 
volunteers are not available were hard to come by and in the end, it was not 
possible to keep all locations open. 

In 2022, resources will be focused on fewer physical locations and greater attention 
will be directed at Virtual Kettles.  The emphasis will be to find as many as 30 
teams to advocate for The Salvation Army by recruiting donors for their group's 
virtual kettle. The changing times make it necessary to offer virtual kettles as an 
option as so many do their shopping online. More details will be coming soon!

new program christmas is coming soon



The summer of 2022 presented 
an array of issues for many 
members of our community. 

On top of coming out of the COVID 
pandemic and experiencing the start 
of high inflation,  extraordinarily 
high temperatures in June and July 
caused electricity rates to skyrocket. 
Increased costs caused increased rents 
as those expenses get passed on to the 
consumer. It has been a perfect storm 
for the members of our community 
who live on a fixed income or who are 
already living paycheck to paycheck. 
They are facing very difficult choices 
and fighting some hard battles.

Our emergency financial assistance 
program has made it possible for us 
to assist a multitude of families. This 
program provides rental, electric, 
water, and gas assistance to those 
who have faced an unexpected and 
unavoidable financial hardship. Our 
goal is to help these families get past 
their temporary crisis so that they can 
stay in their own place and not move 
any closer toward homelessness. This 
assistance is available for any resident 
of Galveston County and is accessed 
by visiting with our case worker at the 
Texas City Corps.

The requests for help increased over 
400% from June to July and has not let 
up. We are doing what we can to keep 
up, but have already had to reduce the 
amount of people we can see each day. 
However, the stories of those we help 
really tell the power of the work that 
we do and we trust in God to provide 
in the best way He sees fit, and for 
that we give Him all the praise and 
glory. Here are some of our stories.

Brenda  is one who lives on a fixed income 
and was hit with a drastic rent increase. This 
caused her to fall behind and once she got in 
that hole, it was hard to get out. We were able 
to help her with her electric bill in the amount 
of $142 after which she was able to switch to 
another light company to help reduce future 
bills.  In addition to monetary assistance 
witht her light bill, our caseworker was able 
to refer her to another organization for help 
with her rent and provided her with a food 
box to help with grocery expenses.

Misty is a single mom, expecting her 
second child soon. After an astronomical 
rent increase, she found herself in need of 
assistance for the first time in her life, and she 
didn't know where to start. In an attempt to 
help her get stabilized, we assisted her with 
gas, water, electric, and rent to get her back 
on her feet. "The Salvation Army helped me 
in the best way possible". She said to describe 
the help she received,  she would use the words 
friendly, helpful, and secure.

Ella is living on Social Security income and 
Medicaid. She had to have surgery to remove 
part of her bowel, and Medicaid did not cover 
some of the medications she needed so she 
had to pay out-of-pocket. She had to choose 
between the medication and her electric bill. 
We assisted her in paying that bill. She is now 
back at work at a local daycare and getting 
more stable by the day in order to support 
her family.

emergency financial assistance
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Samantha is the wife of a disabled veteran 
who recently entered hospice care at home. 
The machines and equipment needed for 
his -n-home care caused a spike in their 
electric bill that they were not expecting 
and she got behind. We assisted with her 
energy bill, water, and rent. She reports 
that they are "back on our feet and able 
to survive" because of the assistance they 
received.

Ashley is a young, bright nursing student 
that needed help with her electric bill 
while working through school. She is a 
single mom, and has started nursing 
school so she can build a stable life for 
her and her child.  She says that The 
Salvation Army always comes through 
when she has nothing at all. She describes 
her experience with The Salvation Army 
as an open door and a helping hand.

In 2019, Daniel and his family spent 3 
months in our family shelter. They worked 
with the case worker and was able to get 
into their own house within 3 months. 
After an emergency surgery and a bout 
with COVID, Daniel got behind with 
his utility bills and we were able to help 
through the EFA program. Daniel says he 
doesn't know where he would be now if 
The Salvation Army had not been there 
in his time of need. He says, "If you got 
something to give, give it to The Salvation 
Army. They will do good with it."



Zoula Pauline Zein-Eldin served on 
the Advisory Board of The Salvation 
Army in Galveston County for many 
years. She received the designation 
of Life-Member in 2009.  She served 
through two capital campaigns which 
saw the construction and opening of 
the Center of Hope in Galveston 
and the Moody Family Center for 
Worship and Service in Texas City.  
Her impact on the community will 
be felt for years to come and The 
Salvation Army is grateful to count 
her as a member of the family. 

She met E. Ahmed Zein-Eldin while 
in the PhD program at the University 
of Iowa and came to Galveston in 
1954 where they married. 

Zoula accepted a position at the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services 
in shrimp research while Ahmed 
attended medical school at UTMB. 
She was a pioneer in many ways and 
she worked tirelessly as the primary 
means of support for her family 
during those early years. She retired 
after 50 years of service. Zoula dearly 
loved Ahmed and never remarried 
following his death in 1992.

Zoula loved music, travel, reading 
mysteries, knitting, playing bridge, 
and spending time with her 
grandchildren. Zoula passed away 
at her home on August 8, 2022. 
She will be missed by all who knew 
her and by The Salvation Army of 
Galveston County.

The Boys and Girls Club of Texas City transitioned from the Summer Day Camp 
into the After-School program for Fall 2022. Many of the children who spent the 
summer with the Boys and Girls Club have returned and are continuing in their  
journey of growth and learning. 

Sadrac Cherfils (Coach C), Branch manager of the Boys and Girls Club of 
Texas City reports that there are 41 kids on the roster of the After-School Club. 
Attendance has been pretty stable since school started, with an average daily 
attendance of 32-34. He has started a push to recruit students from Giles Middle 
School and Simms Elementary as Texas City ISD will provide bus service from 
these two campuses, allowing for more growth in the Club. Staff and volunteers 
pick up from other schools in the area, but capacity is limited by the size of the 
vans used for this purpose. 

The music program continues to be popular and successful with the kids. 
Ezequiel Garcia-Alcala heads up the music program where the kids are learning 
music theory, singing, movement and instruments. The drum corps, consisting of 
buckets, drumstick, bells and triangles is a dramatic and popular activity. Some of 
the kids in the music program will be performing at the 130th Celebration and 
Auxiliary Style Show on September 29 at Moody Gardens. 

Academics is an important feature of the club and everyday, the kids engage 
in Power Hour, a program that is designed to help with homework.  Staff and 
volunteers when available supervise the sessions and help members complete their 
homework. When finished, members can participate in a variety of other engaging 
and educaional activities to help develop their skills even further.

zoulaboys & girls club - school year
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Justin is a young man who has 
experienced more pain than one 
would expect. This pain drove him to 
seek relief  through substance abuse, 
a strategy that ended up making 
things much worse. It pulled him 
away from his family and eventually 
caused him to lose his steady job. 
That's when he found himself at The 
Salvation Army. 

Justin had managed to get sober on 
his own but quickly recognized that 
he needed help to reconnect to his 
family and to get back on his feet. At 
The Salvation Army, Justin signed 
up for case management and helped 
out in the kitchen almost every day 
when he was not working at his part-
time job. He was eligible to sign up 
for the Worker's Dorm, a program 
for shelter residents with barriers to 
housing.

He heard about an opportunity at 
the shelter for a job as an overnight   
monitor and decided to apply for it.  
He says that helping others is what 
he has always wanted to do with 
his life. He admits that being at the 
shelter humbled him and brought 
him closer to God. His ultimate goal 
is to reunite with his family and be 
independent. 

Pam recently joined the team at 
The Salvation Army as part of the 
team leading the Boys and Girls 
Club of Texas City. Her passion has 
always been working with children, 
particularly children with special 
health care needs.

She got involved with The Salvation 
Army because of fond memories of 
her grandfather ringing the bell at 
Christmas time. Growing up, she says 
her family taught her the importance 
of having a giving heart and the call 
to help others in need. She has been 
able to see first-hand the positive 
impact that the programs offered 
through The Salvation Army have  
had on families in Galveston County. 
She says she has been impressed with 
the variety of programs offered.

She finds that she is especially drawn 
to the mission of The Salvation 
Army and is happy to be part of 
meeting human need. In addition 
to her leadership with the Boys 
and Girls Club, she regularly serves 
the evening meal at the Emergency 
Shelter in Galveston. She continues 
to serve because of the people she has 
met and the impact on lives that she 
has seen.  The Salvation Army needs 
more willing hands like Pam's.

The Advisory Board and Women’s 
Auxiliary are combining events to 
present a special celebration of 130 
years of service in Galveston County 
on the evening of September 29th  
at Moody Gardens. This event 
honors the Moody Foundation 
and Valero Energy and will include 
the Auxiliary’s popular annual 
Style Show featuring female First-
Responders. The goal for this event 
is to raise $130,000 in honor of 130 
years of service. 

As in years past, the Style Show will 
feature boutiques from Galveston 
County including Haba’s, Tina’s on 
the Strand, Lady Brown’s Boutique, 
Southern Spears Surf Shop, Jill’s 
Bridal and Kimmie’s Boutique. 

“The celebration of our 130th year in 
Galveston County gives us a chance 
to look back and reflect on those who 
have supported the work here and to 
offer special thanks to the Moody 
Foundation and Valero Energy,” 
said Major Nathanael Doria.  "Our 
new Texas Divisional commanders, 
Lt. Colonels Art and Ann Penhale 
will present special recognition to 
them.” The evening will be a great 
event and tables are still available for 
sponsorship.

sucess story volunteer celebration


