
February 2022 Newsletter
The Salvation Army of Galveston County

Serving Galveston 
County since 1891

Center of Hope:  601 51st Street, Galveston, TX 77551
Moody Family Center for Worship and Service: 4801 Emmett F Lowry Expressway, Texas City, TX 77591

(409) 763-1691   •   www.SalvationArmyGalvestonCounty.org

School Administrators from the San Leon Elementary coordinated our food distribution for their community

We are very happy to see the 
work of The Salvation Army 

in Galveston County growing and 
improving. In The Salvation Army 
Boys & Girls Club of Texas City, 
we  see a consistent attendance of 
approximately 30 children.  The 
staff and volunteers are making the 
program a place where the children 
want to be.  

Our Emergency Shelter in Galveston 
has been housing an average of 
56 men, women and children and 
providing a safe enviroment with case 
work support for clients working to  
move toward self-sucfficiency.

Our Social Services Financial 
Assistance is giving families hope and 
resources to prevent  homelessness.

We give thanks to God for the 
opportunity to be in this command.

upcoming fundraising eventcorps officers

The Women’s Auxiliary is thrilled to announce the return of Boots & BBQ on 
April 21. This event honors the city of Texas City for their support.  “In addition 
to hearing from our honored guests, there will be square dancing demonstrations 
and an old-fashioned cake-walk,” says Dr. Vivian Hernandez, chair of the event. 
Sponsorship and ticket information is available using the QR code above. 



The Salvation Army of Texas City 
is happy to introduce Sadrac Cher-
fils as the new Unit Director. Sadrac 
moved with his wife and brand new 
baby from North Dakota to take 
over the leadership of the Club. 
They knew they wanted to move to 
Texas, so he had searched on Indeed 
for jobs related to non-profit leader-
ship. Sadrac holds a Master degree in 
Adult and Organizational Learning 
with an emphasis on Leadership and 
has experience in coaching young 
children. He sees the Boys & Girls 
Club as a great fit for his educational 
background and experience. 
Sadrac has a number of goals for 
the kids of the Club. First, he wants 
them to develop discipline and a 
strong routine. He wants to see them 
become leaders at a young age and to 
have a vision for what they want their 
lives to look like as they grow. He 
wants to empower his staff to have 
positive input on the kids, the com-
munity and each other. He wants to 
see kids who were “troubled” when 
they came into the program leave it 
“untroubled”. He also wants each 
child to have an opportunity to know 
Jesus. He believes he has been given 
an opportunity to help people reach 
newer heights in life. Sadrac and his 
wife have not had much opportunity 
to meet people since arriving in Tex-
as, but they are enjoying exploring 
the area and look  forward to a bright 
future in Galveston County. 

The Boys & Girls Club of Texas City is moving forward.  The impact of 
COVID has been disruptive, but we have followed guidelines and worked hard to 
provide a safe place for the children and families of our program. With a new club 
director, we are now moving toward the summer program when sports, music, 
gardening and character building classes will continue to enrich the program of 
the club and the lives of the children who spend their time with us.

The fall garden at the Boys and Girls Club survived the recent cold weather and 
has provided fun experiences for the kids to learn about food and where it comes 
from. Master Gardener Joe Davis comes by every week to show the children how 
to harvest, water and weed their garden boxes and sends them home with a few 
tasty souvenirs as their reward. 

Michelle Peltiett of Bay Area Council on Drugs and Alcohol has volunteered to 
do a regular class on character development. The ultimate goal is to help kids 
learn to make healthy choices and avoid substance abuse. Michelle leads the kids 
in interesting and thoughtful activities that cover a variety of topics that concern 
young kids. Character development is a key component of the Boys & Girls Club 
curriculum and we are happy that Michelle has volunteered her time to provide a 
different experience for the kids. 

The newest development is the addition of a music program. The kids have 
started learning simple music theory and songs. Arrangements are in the works 
to secure some instruments and to incorporate individual lessons for those who 
are interested. Ezequiel Garcia-Alcaia, our Corps Mission Associate, is sharing 
his passion for music by heading up this program. The music program is partially 
funded by the Frank K. Webb Charitable Trust and The Salvation Army. 

bgc director boys and girls club update
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Horseback riding is a camp favorite. 
The trail is very scenic.

Water activities in the olympic sized 
swimming pool.

Ropes courses and zip lines for the 
more daring and adventurous. 

Canoing and fishing in
Lake Whaley.

Meeting new people and making
long lasting friendships.

Learning new skills from our
camp mentors.

Growing in relationships 
with Christ and others.

Providing children 
a safe and positive environment.

camp hoblitzelle

What they take home from camp,
won’t fit in a backpack!

The Salvation Army has run camp 
programs since the 1890s throughout the 
United States. 

On April 21, 1956, Camp Hoblitzelle 
(Hoblitzelle.com) in Midlothian, Texas 
was dedicated as The Salvation Army’s 
new camp home through a gift from the 
Hoblitzelle Foundation. More than 1,400 
campers enjoyed the first season in the 
new camp.

According to research from the American 
Camp Association: [camp experiences are 
distinct from other learning environments 
because kids learn skills there that they do not 
learn in the same way in school.  Research 
suggests that the skills learned last far beyond 
their camp experience, and specifically help 
them in school, when they attend college, and 
in their first jobs.]

Among other things, campers at 
Hoblitzelle are able to explore what 
it means to live in a Christ-centered 
community by experiencing a safe 
environment, participation in the daily 
decision-making process, and engagement 
in team building activities. 

With the help of the community, we can 
make a lasting impact on children by 
providing a 6-day experience at Camp 
Hoblitzelle. We are committed to take 
every child in the summer program of the 
Boys & Girls Club to camp June 27 through 
July 2. The trip includes transportation 
on chartered buses, t-shirts, backpacks, 
6 days of camping and friendships that 
will last a lifetime. Cost is approximately 
$400 per child to provide a potentially 
transformational experience. 

If you want to sponsor a camper this summer, contact Holly McDonald for more information
at 409.939.9013  Holly.McDonald@uss.salvationarmy.org.

Will you help?



Meals
Provided

January:
3,659

Nights of 
Lodging
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Boxes

Rent / Utility
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January:
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January:
12

United Way Galveston 
County Mainland
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of Galveston

After retiring from NASA, Craig 
started looking around for a volunteer 
opportunity that fit his new schedule. 
He has always enjoyed serving in 
support roles, even as a child when he 
was a lector in the Lutheran Church. 
Craig believes that small things, like 
mopping a floor or taking out the 
trash, is as important and as valuable 
as any other volunteer task. 

Craig helps his wife, Robin, with 
her  consulting business but sets 
aside two days a week to help The 
Salvation Army in Galveston where 
needed. He has worked in the 
kitchen, at the reception desk, with 
Angel Tree registration and has been 
a tremendous part of revamping the 
food pantry ministry. If there is not 
a more pressing assignment, Craig 
spends most of his time stocking 
shelves, checking dates and making 
sure the pantry is ready for other 
volunteers who come in to make food 
boxes for people in need. 

Craig and Robin split their time 
between Friendswood and Galveston, 
having purchased a home on Tiki 
Island in 2016. They are both very 
active in the community and always 
look for ways to serve others. We are 
grateful for Craig’s service!

John came to The Salvation Army 
in October 2021. He had borrowed 
money from his sister in Dallas to 
buy badly needed dentures. He was 
determined to pay her back quickly 
but he could not afford to pay rent 
at the same time, so he gave up his 
apartment. He camped out for a 
couple of weeks but says that did not 
work out well. When his sister found 
out what he was doing, she suggested 
he go to The Salvation Army for help.

John had served in Vietnam in 
1972-73,  so the case worker at 
The Salvation Army was able to 
utilize benefits for veterans. John 
met diligently with her and began 
developing a plan to get back into his 
own place. His top goal was to live 
independently. 

Today, John is back in an efficiency 
apartment in the same complex that 
he had lived in before. He is happy to 
report that he is sober and attending 
AA meetings every day. He is 
grateful that The Salvation Army had 
funding to help him get stablized. A 
veterans organization also pitched in 
and he has a solid plan to maintain 
his housing when it’s his turn to start 
paying the entire amount. We are 
happy for his success!

This month, Ezequiel García-Alcalá 
came from Matamoros, Mexico to 
serve as Corps Mission Associate at 
The Salvation Army in Texas City 
for a period of two years. This is a 
religious position designed to work 
with youth in the areas of Bible 
study, evangelism, praise & worship 
music  and other youth activities.  
Ezequiel is a professional musician 
and his skills will enrich the Boys & 
Girls Club of Texas City.

The Salvation Army is present in 
more than 130 countries around the 
world.  Ezequiel comes from The 
Salvation Army Mexico Territory. 
Ezequiel was a young boy when 
he was introduced to music for the 
first time at The Salvation Army in 
Matamoros. Eventually he shared 
his skills with children both in 
Matamoros and Mexico City.  In 
2017 he worked as youth director 
at The Salvation Army Los Angeles 
Central Corps in the California 
South Division.

Ezequiel is committed to teach 
children about the love of God in 
Texas City in the same way he learned 
it in his home country.  We welcome 
Ezequiel and look forward to serving 
alongside him to change young lives.

volunteers success storymeet our staff


