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Marvis Steele coordinated our trip to Camp Hoblitzelle with BGC and Texas City Corps staff

We were blessed to receive 
word from the Permanent 

Endowment Fund of Moody 
Methodist Church of their intent to 
provide $50,000 to support the work 
of The Salvation Army at the shelter 
in Galveston.  Joining them is Mary 
Moody Northen Endowment with a 
gift of $10,000 to support the shelter 
in addition to a technology grant 
and intern support already provided 
earlier in the year.  

The Salvation Army is thankful 
for the compassion of these two 
great organizations toward the local 
community. We are proud to be part 
of their network to provide services 
among the poor and homeless. Thank 
you for these special summertime 
blessings.

Summer is always a time that 
stretches our faith, when we see that 
our resources are low and the need 
continues to be great.  We don't see 
where our help is coming from, but 
we know that God is faithful and he 
is already working on our behalf.

"My help comes from the LORD, 
the Maker of heaven and earth." 

Psalm 121:2

Can I find somewhere safe to sleep? Will my meager 
possessions be safe? Can I trust those around me 
to treat me fairly? These thoughts and many more 
preoccupied my mind from waking until finally falling 
asleep, usually for just a few hours at a time. Often I 
would stay awake all night, preferring exhaustion over 
the uncertainty of what daybreak would bring.  

I knew about the services offered at The Salvation 
Army, but due to unfortunate past experiences with 
a shelter in another city, I mentally could not bring 

myself to seek out the help that I desperately needed. Finally, after being physically 
assaulted twice, I made the decision to place myself at their mercy with the hope 
and prayer that history would not be repeated. With cap in hand and my body 
literally quaking, I headed across the island on foot toward the shelter.  

As soon as I arrive, I knew that my fear and prejudice was unfounded. I was 
warmly welcomed, given a meal, bed and shower. When I crawled into bed, I had 
the first full night of sleep that I had experienced in months. Day by day, I found 
my strength returning. Consecutive nights of sound sleep provided a clarity of 
thought which had been sorely lacking in my life. My temper began to abate. My 
attitude towards life improved. Pitching in to help wherever and whenever needed 
helped me to reground myself; allowing me to re-embrace character attributes 
which I once held myself to. One particular thought flooded through my mind- 
“Be first to be last.” Five simple words that I had been taught by a deeply loved 
former pastor. Words that I had stopped living by that now seemed so important 
and apt.  

Thank you for providing a loving and genuinely caring temporary home for me 
on this journey of life. By providing a safe and truly loving place, The Salvation 
Army has helped me reconnect with myself, with others around me and with 
Jesus. Thank you! 

success storythanksgiving

Story written by Timothy Rigdon



2022 SUMMER TRIP TO CAMP HOBLITZELLE
Fifty local kids were registered for 6 days of camp at Camp Hoblitzelle, a beautiful camp run by The Salvation Army near Midlothian, 
Texas. Everyday, the kids were able to go horseback riding, feed longhorns, learn archery, go fishing, play paintball tag, ride the zip line 
or walk the Ropes Course, play soccer and many other games and activities that had them ready for bed at the end of the day. After 
dinner, there was usually a special gathering such as a magic show or a rodeo but each day ended at the cross on the lake where the 
kids were encouraged to settle themselves and reflect on the goodness of God. 

The kids also competed after every meal to have the cleanest and quietest table in the dining room. They all took it very seriously and 
worked together as a team to win these simple competitions. The camp staff did a great job of keeping everyone safe and engaged. 
Sponsors pitched in to make this trip possible for local families who only had to pay $20.00 per child to send their kids. This life-
changing trip was sponsored by Moody Bank, Texas First Bank, Galveston Condo Living Group, My Galveston Getaway, Matt & 
Debbie Doyle, Randy & Peggy Dietel and Pat & Bill Bumpus. 

I’m having a great 
time. There’s so 

much to do. 

I am having the time 
of my life! Can we 

stay here?

This is 
the first time I’ve 
been on a horse! 

My favorite thing was 
soccer! I play it at home, 
but here I was on a team! 
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United Way Galveston 
County Mainland

United Way
of Galveston

We want to welcome Nova Davis to 
our team.  She is part of the Texas 
Divisional Headquarters support for  
our command.  She will be assisting 
corps in Texas City, Galveston, 
Beaumont and Orange with resource 
development and special projects.  

Nova brings more than 15 years of 
non-profit leadership experience to 
her new role, with four years at the 
The Salvation Army Houston Area 
Command.  Her assistance with 
special projects in Galveston County 
is one of the ways that Divisional 
Headquarters supports the work of 
individual corps in Texas.  

Fueled by her passion for people and 
story-telling, Nova works closely 
with donors to celebrate the impact 
of their philanthropy. “It is my 
purpose, to connect people to their 
passion. Everyday, I have the privilege 
of sharing the great works we do at 
The Salvation Army with our loyal 
supporters” Nova says.  

In her spare time, she enjoys doing 
craft projects, puzzles, and traveling 
with her family and friends. 

We are excited to have Nova Davis on 
our team and look forward to working 
with her.

welcome

HELP US TO 
FINISH THE 
SUMMER 
STRONG.

DONATE TODAY!

To donate use QR 
Code below,
or call
(409) 939-9013.

Your gifts 
makes our 

work possible
Thanks to donors like you, this 
summer we are sheltering over 70 
people each night.  We are helping 
families in fi nancial crisis.  Our Boys 
& Girls Club is providing 10 weeks 
of Day Camp. We sent 50 children 
on a 6-day camp experience at 
Camp Hoblitzelle. 

THANK YOU!

SalvationArmyGalvestonCounty.org

THANK YOU FOR SENDING US TO CAMP HOBLIZELLE!




