
The Season of Giving is Here Again 

It's that time again! The Salvation Army of 
El Paso is hosting our annual fundraising 
dinner on Nov. 7 at Grace Gardens. Mon

ey raised at the event will be used for Salvation 
Army assistance programs, shelter, and food 
provided throughout the year right here in El 
Paso. 

Dallas Cowboys Hall of Fame Defensive 
Lineman Randy "Manster" White will be our 
guest speaker. The event will begin at 5 pm 
for VIP guests and sponsors. Dinner will be 
served at 6 pm. 

White was the first pick for the Dallas 
Cowboys and second selection overall in the 
1978 NFL Drafts. In his first season, he was 
named co-Most Valuable Player in Super 
Bowl XII and NFC Defensive Player of the 
Year. He then ran nine straight seasons as an 
All-Pro Selection.White played 209 games in 
14 seasons, missing only one game in his entire 
career. He played in three Super Bowls and 
six NFC Championships. He retired in 1988 
with more than 1,000 tackles, 701 solo tackles, 
and 111 sacks. He later appeared in the 1990s 
movie "Necessary Roughness:• 

Make plans to attend! Come support The 
Salvation Army. 

Sponsorship packages will be available. 
For ticket details or more information about 
sponsorships, please contact Teresa Talaman
tes at (915) 544-9811 or Teresa.Talamantes@ 
uss.SalvationArmy.org. 

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND 

THE SALVATION ARMY 
ANNUAL DINNER 

The US Southern Border Assistance Program 

Since October 2018, The 
Salvation Army of El Paso 
has been aiding the sudden 

influx of migrants in need of 
assistance in our border region. 

Families are fleeing the bor Major Floiran Estrada 
dering cities of Mexico in large and Cook Nora 

providing shelter to the immi
grants along with lunch and din
ner to families in the hotels. "As 
we saw more and more children 
arriving without socks or shoes, 
parents using shoestrings as 
belts and women lacking proper 
attire for the journey, we felt we masses to pursue the American 

dream. They arrive with many needs such as 
food, shelter, clothes and hygiene products. 

Many organizations have joined forces to 
help the men, women, and children in need. 

The Salvation Army started by providing 
shelter and meals to groups. As the number of 
people needing help increased, The Salvation 
Army extended its help to three local hotels 

must do more!" said Nora Aviles, Emergency 
Disaster Coordinator. 

Due to the circumstances and increasing 
needs, The Salvation Army is handling this as 
an emergency disaster situation. On April 15, 
the Army's Texas Divisional Headquarters 
sent a 53-foot mobile field kitchen to El Paso 

Please see Page 7 



2019 Soup Kitchen Series Fundraiser a Success! 

A dair Margo, First Lady of El 
Paso, joined many business 
leaders of El Paso on May 30, 

2019, at The Salvation Army's Soup 
Kirchen Series Fundraiser luncheon. 
This fundraiser, held in honor of the 
families and community members 
served on a daily basis by The Salvation 
Army, is a gathering of people famil
iar with the Army's work along with 
others who are unfamiliar in an effort 
to shed light on The Salvation Army's 
mission. 

"We were honored to have Adair 
Margo, the first lady of El Paso, as the guest 
speaker. Mrs. Margo has a humanitarian heart 
and truly cares for the people we serve;' said 
Major Floiran Estrada, commanding officer of 
The Salvation Army of El Paso. 

She has taken it upon herself to create 
a personal mission co share the beauty of 
the border through her work of service. Her 
support - along with the donors, sponsors, 
and attendees of the event - makes a big 
difference. 

Mauricio Casillas from KVIA - TV 

Jeff Cathey, Major Floiran Estrada &Teresa Talamantes honor 
First Lady of El Paso Adair Margo 

Soup Kitchen Series Fundraiser 

Channel 7 was master of ceremonies for the 
event, which had 75 in attendance. Wilfredo 
Rodriguez spoke, giving an account of his 
personal experience as a resident of The 
Salvation Army's shelter. Like many shelter 
residents, Rodriguez suffered from hard 
times and ended up at the open doors of The 
Salvation Army. While residing in the shelter, 
he worked with various staff members until 
he was able to get back on his feet. 

Rodriguez now volunteers at the Family 
Center as a way of showing his appreciation 

for the services offered to him and his family. 
Overall, the event exceeded expecta

tions and raised funds to support the many 
programs of The Salvation Army including 
the Children's Program, the social service 
department, necessary building renovations 
and more. 

"Ir is with our faith in God and the 
support of the community we represent that 
we are given the means to help chose less for
tunate and continue Doing the Most Good;' 
said Major Eloisa Estrada. 

Numbers at a Glance 
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VOLUNTEERS! The People of The People 

A special team of five volun
teers was assigned by The 
Salvation Army Territo

rial Headquarters to serve in El 
Paso for three weeks this summer. 
Volunteers include Olivia Jones, 
Erykah Lewis, Taborick Palmer, 
Joseph Lee, and Amy Li, who 
have been helping in the kitchen, 
serving families, preparing food, 
assisting with summer camp, and 
doing room renovations. 

THQ Mission Service Team 

extremely underrated and loved 
the abundance of culture in this 
region. 

They also learned a lot from 
their trip to El Paso. "We take 
for granted what it means to be 
a U.S. citizen;' said Li, after their 
work with the Southern Border 
Assistance program. Their final 
message to others was to make 
sure they look outside of their 
neighborhood, state, and even 
culture. The volunteers are all Salva

tionists and come from different 
states and different backgrounds. 
Most of their work was in social 
service; they repainted rooms 

Center, front row: Amy Li & Olivia Jones; center, back row: Taborick 
Palmer, Erykah Lewis & Joseph Lee; left: Lt. Colonels Ronnie & 

Sharon Raymer, Texas Divisional Commanders; 

The best policy to live by is 
"others over self' 
That sounds 
like a message 
straight from 

right: El Paso Officers Majors Floiran & Eloisa Estrada 
in the shelter and served meals 
through the soup kitchen program. 
They also taught Bible classes in the shelter, 
assisted in Vacation Bible school, and led 
different classes during the Music & Arts 

Conservatory. 
"Being here is an eye-opening experi

ence; you don't need to leave the country to 
help people in need;' said Jones. 

The group concluded that El Paso is 

The Salva
tion Army founder 
William Booth more 
than 150 years ago! 

Volunteers of the Season: Austin High School 

W e would like to acknowledge 
Austin High School for being 
our Volunteers of the Season as 

they have set out on a mission of their own 
to do the most good for their students. 

Austin High School has been vol
unteering with The Salvation Army since 
September 2018. They have helped in both 
the Thrift Store and the Soup Kitchen by 
cleaning and creating food boxes for the 
people we serve. 

This extraordinary group has a mission 
to make all of their students employable by 
the time they graduate. Many success stories 
have come from this group offering their help 
to not only non-profits but many companies 
around El Paso. 

Some Austin High students deal with 
either mental or social difficulties that re
strict the way they can learn, so the volun
teers' mission is to give students "the most 
normal life possible." In many cases, students 
thrive when they are treated with patience 
and experience repetition in the workplace. 

Austin students often find it difficult 
to locate companies that will invest in their 
success. Job Coach Bethany Thomas pleads 
to the corporations of El Paso to "open your 
hearts to the students, as they deserve a 

Austin High School Volunteers 

chance to succeed:' 
Many success stories have happened as 

students have been offered jobs after volun
teering with companies. 

"We support Austin High School just as 
they continue to support us and the future of 
El Paso: the children;' said Teresa Talaman-
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tes, Community Relations and Development 
Director for The Salvation Army. 

For more information on how you can 
invest in the future of our children, please 
contact Bethany Thomas at (503) 355-3938. 
You can help give these kids a chance to 
succeed. 



If you or your company want to make a 
~ifferen~e in the lives of people who need 
tt most m El Paso, The Salvation Army 

has plenty of opportunities for you. Here are 
a few of them: 

BELL RINGING SEASON 
One of the biggest fi.mdraising events 

hosted by The Salvation Army is the annual 
Red Kettle Campaign where you will find a 
bell ringer outside your favorite store. Money 
raised during the Christmas season supports 
year-round programs including shelter, food 
and hygiene products, and social services. Bell 
ringing is a great way to support the commu
nity while also having holiday fun! 

Kettle sponsorship opportunities include: 
Your Company logo at 5 locations 

$1,000 for 1 week 
Your Company logo at ! location 

$250 for 1 week 

FUNDRAlSER DINNER 
On November 7, The Salvation Army is 

hosting a fundraiser dinner to raise money to 
support our local services, including the shelter, 
soup kitchen, and social services. This is a spe
cial event held only once a year! Featured guest 
speaker will be Dallas Cowboys Hall of Fame 
Defensive Lineman Randy "Manster" White. 

$1,000 Family Sponsor 
$5,000 Community Sponsor 

$10,000 Premium Sponsorship 

ANGEL TREE 
With the generous support of the El 

Paso community in 2018, 372 families were 
assisted through The Angel Tree Program. 
4,423 toys and 1,874 pieces of clothing were 
distributed to 1,259 registered children. To 
ensure a Christmas meal and to make the 
holiday a little brighter, each family received 
a turkey along with a food box containing all 
the fixings. 

Every child deserves a gift on Christmas. 
We are looking for sponsors to donate to
ward Christmas presents to underprivileged 
kids. How many kids can you make smile 
this season? 

Sponsor 10 Children for $500 
Sponsor 20 Children for $1,000 
Sponsor 40 Children for $2,000 

ROOM SPONSORSHIP 
We are currently renovating the Family 

Center, our shelter, to give needy families of 
EI Paso a different view on life. Your sponsor
ship will help give a family comfort, security, 
and serenity. 

$1,000 Bedroom Sponsorship 
$2,000 Bigger Room 

(includes dining, family lobby, and daycare) 

MORE INFORMATION 
For more details on how to become a 

sponsor and how you can help those in need, 
please contact: 

Teresa Talamantes 
(915) 544-9811 

Teresa.Talamantes@uss.SalvationArmy.org 
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A Word From Majors Floiran & Eloisa Estrada 

Dear friends of The Salvation Army 
- for more than 120 years, The 
Salvation Army has been an active 

part of providing help and inspiring hope to 
the less fortunate in the El Paso area. Each 
year through our Social Services Department 
we offer warm meals and showers, rental 
assistance, hygiene kits, relief for disaster 
victims, shelter and permanent housing 
opportunities for those in need. 

2019 has been an exceptionally busy 
year for us. The Salvation Army served 
68,852 meals here in the borderland last year 
and as of May, we have served more than 
24,340 meals through our soup kitchen. 

Since February 2019, our Family Shelter, 
on various occasions, has served as temporary 
housing for migrants; providing them meals, 
clothing, care packages and transportation. In 
partnership with other non-profit organiza
tions, The Salvation Army's Emergency Disas
ter Services team has served up to 1,500 meals 
a day, including breakfast, lunch and dinner 
along with snacks, at Casa de Refugiado, one of 
the temporary migrant shelters. Overall, 68,525 
meals have been served at Casa de Refugiado as 
of June 30, 2019. 

Majors Floiran and Eloisa Estrada 

Our Music & Arts Conservatory pro
gram took off without a hitch in June. This 
program for at-risk youth is free of charge 
and gives children an avenue co thrive -
creating structure and self-discipline. By 
learning drama, singing, art, how to play 
brass instruments and attending Bible class
es, children are able to express themselves, 
thus helping them to build self-esteem and 
boost confidence. 

With our Emergency Disaster Services 
mobile feeding kitchen, we partnered with 

Advisory Board Chairman Report 

A bout eight years ago, I volunteered 
with a Salvation Army Red Kettle 
program, ringing the bell at multiple 

locations in town. It was my first true experi
ence with The Salvation Army 
bell ringing season. 

ity of anyone in the community in need. 
The Salvation Army provides many 

basic services char are a necessity and make a 
big difference to our community, like offering 

Thank you for 

helping us show 

Gods love through 

your gifts of 

volunteerism and 

donations. 

I learned about the many 
services that they provide to 
our community such as: emer
gency shelter, food assistance 
and The Angel Tree program 
that provides toys for kids. It 
is a humbling experience to see 
all the families and kids receive 
gifts for Christmas and their 
true appreciation. 

After becoming a board 
member I can truly see the ex-

Miguel Marquez 

cellence that comes from the amount of work 
that our staff does to provide for families that 
come in need of shelter, food or support. All 
done with respect and dignity for the human-

free showers to the homeless every day, and 
food boxes for families in need. 

They also provide many other services 
such as bringing food to disaster events and 
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Ft. Bliss in Operation Barbeque and helped 

give out more than 4,875 bottles of water 
to participants. In recent months, through 
our service outreach program, The Salvation 
Army has provided first responders, law 
enforcement and the Border Patrol with 
warm meals and water. We feel humbled by 
the opportunity to serve - not only the less 
fortunate - but also those who help protect 
our community. 

You, my friends, play a crucial role 
in our ability to continue to do this work 
because we cannot do it without you. Your 
time, donations, skills and resources have 
made it possible for us to achieve our mission 
and that is to meet human need whenever, 
wherever and however possible in HIS name 
without discrimination. 

My wife and I are grateful that we have 
been blessed to serve our borderland commu
nity. Thank you for your continuous support 
and for taking the time to make a difference! 
God bless each one of you, 

Majors Floiran & Eloisa Estrada 
Commanding Officers, El Paso Corps 

emergencies within our community. A very 
daunting task, but well organized and cost 
effective, in partnership with other local not
for-profit agencies. 

The need for our services continues to 

grow every year, but our resources are not 
enough. We continue to seek donations, 
volunteers and visitors to our Thrift Store. 

A sincere "thank you" from the entire 
advisory board as well as our staff to the El 
Paso community for the care and generosity 
shown to people in need. We are grateful 
for the difference you make in the lives of 
those who come to The Salvation Army for 
assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Miguel Marquez 
Advisory Board Chairman 



Children Take Part in Annual Music & Arts Conservatory 

0 ur Second Annual Music & Arts 
Conservatory began on June 17, 
2019. This fun-packed summer 

program offers music and organized activities 
for youngsters during the summer months. 

Classes started at 9 am and ended at 
2:30 pm from Monday through Friday. In 
the beginner and intermediate brass classes, 
children were taught music theory and how 
to play brass instruments. The conservatory 
students also participated in drama, choir, 
and Bible class. That's four consecutive days 
of intense lessons, so Fridays were reserved 
for various field trips. 

Although it was summer, the chil
dren worked hard every day. Motivation, p from the program. 
teamwork, and joy is very important for Each child received a med-
extra-curricular programs, and our amaz, al and certificate of completion 
ing staff made sure to encourage each child awarded by Majors Floiran and 
along the way. Eloisa Estrada. O utstanding 

On Sunday, July 21, we celebrated the students were also acknowledged 
successful conclusion of the Music & Arcs as each class presented Best Student trophies. 
Conservatory with 22 children graduating The graduation was filled with various 

THE SALVATION ARMY 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The Salvation Army, an international 
movement, is an evangelical part of the 

universal Christian church. Its message is 
based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated 
by the love of God. Its mission is to preach 

the gospel of Jesus Christ and to 
meet human needs in His name 

without discrimination. 
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performances by conservatory students 
that showcased how much they had learned 
during the program. Parents, families, and 
friends were in the audience; it was a day of 
pride and j oy for everyone. 

Although this summer's program has 
now come to a close, we all look forward ro 
nexcyear! 

"Work as if 
everything depended 

upon work and 
pray as if everything 

depended upon 
,, 

prayer. 

- William Booth 
founder of 

The Salvation A rmy 



National Donut Day 2019 
The Salvation Army and donuts have history dating back to World War I 

Each year on the 
first Friday of 
June, The Sal

vation Army celebrates 
National Donut Day 
in honor of the brave 
Donut Girls from World 
War!. 

During WWI, 
250 Salvation Army vol
unteers, later known as 
Donut Lassies or Donut 
Girls, traveled overseas 
to set up service "huts" 
for soldiers. Being that 
the volunteers had lim
ited resources, they set 
up shop in abandoned 
buildings close to the 
front line to offer do
nuts to the soldiers. 

As word spread about the work that 

., 
ION ~,v 
SIE 

was being done, 
the Donut Girls 
also started offering 
services such as 
clothing repair and 
giving materials 
such as writing sup
plies and stamps for 
soldiers to contact 
their loved ones. 

The Salvation 
Army continued 
the tradition during 
World War II and 
in Vietnam. 

In honor of the 
soldiers who served, 
The Salvation Army 
established National 
Donut Day in the 
US to honor those 

who serve in the military along with Donut 

Girls. This year, The Salvation Army of 
El Paso partnered with Power 102.1 and 
Bassett Place Mall to pass out free donuts 
and coffee as people headed to work. Power 
102.1 broadcasted live at Bassett Place Mall 
with Salvation Army members highlighting 
on-air that we were also accepting dona
tions. 

The Mini Donut Depot made fresh 
donuts for the community onsite at Bassett 
Place Mall while volunteers passed out bags 
of donuts and collected donations. As The 
Salvation Army strives to Do the Most 
Good, we also offered donuts to Border 
Patrol officers. 

Dunkin Donuts also donated 10 
gallons of coffee to both locations along 
with 240 donuts for the Border Patrol. 
Donut Day was a huge success thanks to the 
partners who helped make the day possible 
along with friends and families who contin
ue to support our work. 

Border Assistance Program--- - -----------------
Co,itinuedfrom Page 1 

to help. Partnering with The Annunciation 
House, The Salvation Army began provid
ing three meals a day at Casa de Refugiado 
serving around 1,500 meals daily. 

"We originally committed to providing 
this assistance until the end of July;• said Ma
jor Estrada, "but the need for this program 
demands we continue beyond that along with 
our routine servicC:' 

The Salvation Army has provided 
more than 50,000 meals and 75,000 
drinks since April, but the work is not 
yet over. Families continue to arrive 
barefoot and hungry. Extra hands are 
always welcome to help prepare and 
serve food. 

All of this work is made possible 
thanks to the very generous communi
ty of El Paso. 
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53' Emergency Kitchen at Casa de Refugiado 
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