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I put my pride to the side
I have come a long way and when I say a long way I mean long way. 
I am by myself doing real life things. Life is hard and when you are a 
very strong person and you believe in yourself and GOD, you will get 
through anything. As for me, pride was my issue but when I put my 
pride to the side and accepted the fact I needed help, I turned to The 
Salvation Army. I mean it was tough, but it wasn't as bad as I thought it 
would be. And I truly want to thank The Salvation Army staff for having 
me and helping me as well. I wasn’t there that long, but the time I was 
there, I met some really cool people. I wasn’t there much but when I 
was it was love. I also want to thank my case worker for helping me and 
keeping me focused. She didn’t know my whole life story but that’s okay. 
I trusted that person and that person gave me her word and helped me. 
And for that I truly am thankful. That person has watched tears fall from 
my eyes. That person has heard stories about the crazy life I did live. And 
with their help, they helped me get past my biggest struggle. Thank you 
to Ms. Yolonda and Diane for the spiritual wisdom each and everyday!

ITAA Campaign Update 
There is about a month remaining in The Salvation Army of Wake County’s annual It Takes An Army campaign. So far, we have 
raised over $750,000 which is over 40 percent of our goal. We need your assistance. For additional information about the 
campaign or if you wish to donate, please scan the QR code on this page, visit www.ittakesanarmy.org or call 919-390-6736.

It Takes An Army campaign supports The Salvation Army of Wake County’s social service initiatives and looks to expand the 
programs and services offered to citizens of Wake County. Those programs include: The Barbara L Goodman Family Shelter, 
Red Shield Club, Emergency Disaster Services, Project CATCH, which stands for Community Action Targeting Children who 
are Homeless, and Project FIGHT, which stands for Freeing Individuals Gripped by Human Trafficking.

Mother of three children living in The Salvation 
Army of Wake County Family Shelter.

Please help us feed the hungry, shelter 
the homeless, and clothe the needy.

Thanks to the Salvation Army, I didn't have
to worry about where my boys and I would
be laying our heads from night to night.

WE'RE ON
THE
FRONT
LINES
FIGHTING
FOR GOOD.

“She didn’t know my whole life 
story but that’s okay. I trusted that 
person and that person gave me her 

word and helped me.”

“The Salvation Army has been a part of the Wake County community for 135 years,” said Major 
Chuck Whiten, area commander of The Salvation Army of Wake and Lee Counties. “We need 
the communities help to help ensure that we can make sure those I need can be taken care 
of through our programs. With our board taking the lead and with the help of this generous 
community, we feel confident that we will reach our goal.”

In its 135th year of service in Wake County, The Salvation Army continues to provide food for the 
hungry, companionship to the elderly and ill, clothing and shelter to the homeless, opportunities 
for underprivileged children, programs for seniors, relief for disaster victims, assistance for the 
disabled, and many more services to assist those in need.



The History of the Angel Tree: How did it begin?
The Salvation Army of Wake County Angel Tree 
Program began on November 11 and runs 
through December 16. The Angel Tree will be a 
blessing to over 6,600 children and their families 
this year who might otherwise not be able to 
have gifts under the Christmas tree. So how did 
the Angel Tree begin?

The Angel Tree was created by The Salvation 
Army in 1979 by Majors Charles and Shirley 
White when they worked with a Lynchburg, 
Virginia shopping mall to provide clothing and 
toys for children at Christmastime.

The program got its name because the Whites 
identified the wishes of local children by writing 
their gift needs on Hallmark greeting cards that 
featured pictures of angels. They placed the 
cards on a Christmas tree at the mall to allow 
shoppers to select children to help. Thanks to 
the Whites, who were assigned by The Army to 
the Lynchburg area at the time, more than 700 
children had a brighter Christmas that first year.

Three years later, when the Whites were 
transferred to Nashville, Tennessee, Angel Tree 
was launched in the Music City. WSM radio, which 
airs the Grand Ol' Opry, came on board that year 
as the first Angel Tree co-sponsor in the U.S.

Because of the on-air promotion on WSM in 
Nashville, as well as national publicity on CNN 
and the Larry King Show, news of Angel Tree 
spread across the country like wildfire.
Angels can be adopted at the Angel Tree at 
Crabtree Valley Mall near the Kanki entrance on 
the lower level as well as the Walmart locations in 
Wake Forest, Fuquay-Varina, in Raleigh on New 
Hope Rd., and in Cary on Kildaire Farm Rd.



Whitley Law Firm Donation
The Whitley Law firm donated a check for $2,000.00 to The Salvation Army of Wake County as part 
of WRAL Community Care’s program presented by The Whitley Law Firm. Major Chuck Whiten 
accepted the donation from Mr. Ben Whitley at a taping of the presentation at WRAL studios.

Christmas Warehouse/Distribution Volunteers Needed
Christmas Distribution will take place December 20 – 22 and The Salvation Army of Wake County needs 
volunteers to set up the Toy Shop or help with distribution. At the toy shop, volunteers assist in every 
set up aspect of Christmas Distribution: receiving donations, organizing toys & games, decorating, 
cleaning, and sorting Angel Tree gifts. Go to wakearmy.org to sign up or contact our Volunteer 
Coordinator, Rosemary Weber, at 919-390-6732 or email her at rosemary.weber@uss.salvationarmy.org

Thanksgiving Basket Giveaway
The Salvation Army of Wake County gave away Thanksgiving grocery baskets to those in need during 

the Week of Thanksgiving. The giveaway is part of TSAWC’s Food Pantry Program. This year, Constantin 
Poindexter, who has been a generous giver to The Salvation Army of Wake County, donated 100 turkeys, 

Mountaire provided over100 dinner boxes filled with cooked chickens and all the sides associated with 
Thanksgiving, and Acquire of Raleigh donated 25 turkeys. 

Kettle Krush
Thank you to Fit and Able for putting on the inaugural Kettle Krush race event on November 18. Thank 
you to our runners, volunteers, and our sponsor Smith, Anderson, Blount, Dorsett, Mitchell & Jernigan, 
LLP. Hope to see you all next year! 

WRAL Coats for the Children
Coats for the Children Telethon will take place on Friday, December 9. This will be the 34th year 
of the telethon. Each year, many children in Wake County need a coat and WRAL in partnership 
with Jiffy Lube gives a warm coat to a child. You may donate during the telethon on Friday, or you 
may give online by logging onto wral.com. 

National Commander’s Red Kettle Challenge
The Salvation Army of Wake and Lee Counties Area Commander Major Chuck Whiten will 
participate in the National Commander’s Red Kettle Challenge on Friday, December 9 from 4 – 8 
p.m. at the Cabela’s in Garner. Come out and make a donation to the Red Kettle during this time 
to help TSAWC win the challenge. TSAWC band will be performing as well.

Bikes and Toys
A big shout out to Triangle Spokes, who for many years has provided bikes for The Salvation Army of 
Wake County Christmas Cheer Program, this year, provided and had assembled 500 bikes. Also thank 
you to Capital City Clauses who help provide toys for our angels via their Jingle Ball event each year. 

This & That at Wake Army

Upcoming/Ongoing Events




