
By conducting regular facility audits, staying on 
top of maintenance and repairs and investing 
in new equipment that helps a facility run more 
efficiently (and with less downtime), companies have 
discovered ways to get more value from their aging 
buildings. Most successful plans for maintaining 
aging buildings focus on: 

• Creating a multi-year preventive maintenance plan
• Enlisting outside help to evaluate structures and systems
• Taking proactive steps (upgrades) to prevent future problems

Fast Facts

Solutions that Work

Key Issues
A growing percentage of buildings in the U.S. are more than 20 years-old.1 
Operating these buildings presents big challenges such as prioritizing repairs and 
upgrades, managing maintenance costs and preventing catastrophic failures that 
can lead to non-functioning, non-usable space. Issues are identified as structure 
or systems challenges. Examples include: 

Your Grainger Rep is Standing By
Contact your local Grainger Representative or call 1-800-GRAINGER for help  
getting the most from your older building.

of buildings in the U.S.
were built before 2000.1

72%

Emergency repairs 
are often the primary 
reason for building 
updates or changes.2

Electrical systems and roofing 
structures are the most problematic 
of critical areas in older buildings.2

Resources
•  Online information  

grainger.com/agingbuildings

•    Grainger KnowHow® Articles 
grainger.com/know-how/buildingmaintenance

•  Online Catalogs 
grainger.com/catalogonline

•  Exclusive Report:  
The State of Aging Buildings 
grainger.com/know-how/buildingmaintenance

Services

• Lighting Retrofits

•  HVAC Maintenance 
and Upgrades

• Inventory Management

•  Rooftop Maintenance 
and Repair and more!

Grainger has what you need to help solve existing problems and upgrade your aging building for the future.

How Grainger Can Help

Products

• HVAC

• Plumbing

• Lighting

• Electrical

• Safety and more!

Expertise

•  Technical Product 
Support

• KeepStock® Solutions

• Field Safety Specialists
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STRUCTURE
• Leaks in roofs, floors and walls 
• Surfaces that may cause falls 
• Pest infiltration  
• Mold 
• Regulatory changes and inspections

SYSTEMS
• Finding parts for older systems 
• More efficient energy usage 
• Indoor air quality 
• Building downtime or unavailability 
• Regulatory challenges

The cost of deferred maintenance 
could potentially be 30 times that 
of early intervention cost.3

GRAINGER.COM® |  1.800.GRAINGER

©2019 W.W. Grainger, Inc.  W-BMCL270  8S207AB
1 The American Institute of Architects  2 The State of Aging Buildings: Today's Building Management Challenges -  A Grainger Report  
3 The Real Cost of Deferred Maintenance - Maintenance & Operations Magazine

Building Maintenance

Aging Buildings
1

2


