
Dear Friends,

The word “compassion” is often referred to 
as an emotion, but it seems to me to be so 
much more than that. 

Compassion is a word of action, and one 
that finds greatest clarity through the 
example and life of Jesus, whose teaching 
stretched the boundaries of compassion 
normally experienced – from compassion 
for friends and neighbors to everyone, 
without exception. 

Our desire to help the weak, the sick, and 
the marginalized in society, is motivated 
by the scriptures. In Micah 6:8 we read, 
“He has shown you, O mortal, what is 
good.  And what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your God.” 

Compassion is not merely preaching, or 
exhorting, or observing from the sidelines; 
it is a responsibility to act, to love our 
neighbors as ourselves.  

SAWSO is taking compassionate  
action on behalf of individuals and 
communities around the world who are 
suffering disease and malnutrition, and 
lack access to holistic, quality primary 
health care. 

SAWSO’s community health and 
HIV projects in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America - in partnership with The 
Salvation Army’s international health 
facilities – are focused on combating the 
spread of disease, increasing access to 
health care, and enhancing services by 
supporting health education, vaccinations, 
medications, clinical interventions, and 
spiritual counseling to families and 
communities.

Last year alone, SAWSO’s polio 
eradication project in Angola supported 
the vaccination of more than 1.6 million 
children and mobile medical clinics 
in Sri Lanka, funded by our donors, 
screened 20,000 individuals for deadly 
kidney disease. Our SCORE project - in 
partnership with USAID – continued 
serving 2,537 families with HIV 
prevention and care of vulnerable children, 
including child protection, cooking 
demonstrations to fight malnutrition, the 
formation of savings groups, and offering 
of financial education and livelihoods 
support. 

We hope you enjoy reading about these 
projects and more in this month’s issue, 
and encourage you to visit www.SAWSO.
org to read additional stories of other 
projects worldwide.  

In this season of thanksgiving, our hearts 
are thankful for special people like you 
who enable us to 
serve our global 
neighbors in need.   

God bless you!

Thomas Bowers
Lieutenant Colonel
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The United Nations’ (UN) Universal Children’s Day is celebrated each year on November 
20 to promote international togetherness around the welfare of children. 

For those working closely with the Sustainable and Comprehensive Responses (SCORE) 
for Vulnerable Children and their Families project – a partnership of The Salvation 
Army World Service Office (SAWSO) and USAID – every day is Children’s Day. 

Serving six districts in Eastern Uganda, the SCORE project revolves around 
the protection of vulnerable children through projects for adults such as savings 
groups; farmer field schools to teach effective, low cost farming methods, backyard 

gardening, community mobilization for HIV prevention; and cooking demonstrations to fight childhood 
malnutrition. 

SCORE’s successes and sustainability in improving the socio-economic status of children and their parents 
can be attributed largely to the establishment of village savings and loan associations (VSLAs). To date, 
136 VSLA groups have been formed touching 4,024 families with members being taught concepts around 
financial literacy, savings and asset accumulation, debt management, budgeting, bank services, business 
management, and book keeping. 

VSLA member Felistar Musamali was able to start a business selling local brew known as “Malwa,” and is 
now able to save, invest, and better meet other household needs. 

“Because of the knowledge I have acquired while in the group, I can now afford to provide for my six 
grandchildren, whose father died and mother left, with scholastic materials,” Musamali said. “I can pay 
school fees in reasonable schools, provide more than one meal for them every day, which used to be a 
problem previously, and they are no longer sickly all the time because of poor hygiene.”  

To date, The Salvation Army is reaching 2,526 families with 17,026 individuals in Uganda. To learn more, 
visit www.SAWSO.org.  
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In Uganda, 
unintended 
pregnancy is a 
life-and-death 
issue that 

leads to high levels 
of unplanned births, unsafe abortion, 

and high rates of maternal, infant and child injury and 
death. Seven is the average number of children per 
family there. 

In September 2015, Dr. Lisa Firth, Technical Advisor 
for Health with The Salvation Army World Service 
Office (SAWSO), and Deborah Musedde, the Uganda 
Coordinator of The Salvation Army  Integrated Family 
Planning (SAIFaP) project, facilitated family planning 
training for a group of 150 Uganda Salvation Army 
officers and cadets in rural Buwambingwa. 

The training began with a prayer and a welcome from 
the Salvation Army leadership affirming that the 
audience was eager to understand family planning. 
The first topic covered was “God’s plan for marriages 
and families to prosper” based on Biblical principles. 

Officers and cadets, seated together as couples, actively 
participated in the training by reading the scripture 
verses, answering and asking questions, and in lively 
discussion.  

Participants considered how healthy timing and 
spacing of pregnancy saves and improves lives, key 
concepts such as informed choice, and modern family 
planning methods and common myths.

SAIFaP is a two-year effort, funded by the United 
States Agency for International Development to 
add community-based family planning services and 
education to an existing project that provides other 
services to poor rural families caring for orphans and 
vulnerable children. 

The presenters also discussed officers’ roles in 
promoting healthy families, including advocating for 
services when needed. Participants were eager to ask 
questions and request future follow up sessions. Until 
then, these Salvation Army leaders are equipped to 
share life-saving information with their congregations 
and communities.

IMPACT

OUR SCORE 
PROJECT IS:

Serving 2,537
vulnerable 
households

Working with 77 
Food Security and 
Nutrition groups

Supporting 136 
Village Loan and 

Savings Associations

IN ANGOLA:

Our polio eradication 
project supported the 

vaccination of  
more than  

1.6 million 
children last year.

The Salvation Army continues to provide food, shelter, medical aid, legal assistance, 
and emotional and spiritual care to refugees and migrants in 14 European 
countries, as thousands of families and children cross European borders seek an 
escape from violence, persecution and deprivation in their home countries. 

Large numbers of refugees entering Athens, Greece typically remain several days 
before beginning journeys toward the borders leading to northern Europe. The 
Salvation Army World Service Office (SAWSO) is offering continued financial 
support to the international territories of The Salvation Army serving on the 
frontlines of this crisis. SAWSO issued $40,000 in rapid response funding in 
September, followed by $16,000 in October to support humanitarian response 
efforts in Greece, including assisting refugees with information, medical care, and 
pastoral care. This includes sanitation services – the delivery of toilets and showers 
– as well as communication services through the provision of computers with 
internet access. 

The Salvation Army, working at the port of Piraeus in Athens, is meeting families 
and individuals arriving via the islands of Kos, Lesbos and others. The Salvation 
Army is daily serving approximately 600-800 refugees arriving from Syria and 
north African countries with basic necessities and food. SAWSO’s financial 
support will also help the establishment of a drop-in day center with toilets, shower 
facilities, a help desk manned by a social worker, and basic medical check-ups.  

To learn more about our humanitarian fund to support refugees and migrants 
across Europe,  please visit www.SAWSO.org.

1 in 4 asylum seekers is a child.
Did You Know? 
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SCORE Project Reaching over 17,000 in Uganda

World Service Office Offering Continued 
Financial Support to Refugee Crisis 

Supporting Healthy  
Family Planning in Uganda


