
Impact
What we’re doing is 

contributing to a better 
world. Children newly-
infected with AIDS has 

decreased by 300,000 each 
year since 2005.

Annual Report 
Impact Figures

223,256 
Number of coconut seedlings 

distributed to Filipino 
farmers in aftermath of 

Typhoon Haiyan 

20,000 
Number of people screened 

by Salvation Army for deadly 
kidney disease in Sri Lanka

50,000
Number of women who have 
participated in the WORTH 
program in Kenya, Tanzania,

and Uganda

Dear Friends,

The work of The Salvation Army World 
Service Office (SAWSO) is contributing 
to a better world.

My team can say this with confidence 
because our work reflects a vision 
passionately focused on the future, where 
by the grace of God, people live in safe 
and sustainable communities in which 
differences are respected, basic needs are 
met, and all enjoy opportunities to learn, 
work, and worship in freedom. 

This month, we are proud to showcase 
this vision through the release of our 2014 
annual report, “Restoring Futures,” which 
features seven of 65 distinct countries 
served by SAWSO in the last fiscal year, 
all of which have faced unique challenges 
and at times, an uncertain future. We 
hope you will enjoy reading about the 
accomplishments, breadth and scope of 
SAWSO’s service made possible by our 
supporters who share in our conviction 
that a better world and a brighter future 
are both possible and proven. You can visit 
http://www.sawso.org/ to read more. 

This will be my last newsletter on behalf 
of SAWSO, as my wife Debra and I 
will be moving to The Salvation Army 
Southern Territory to take up the offices 
of Territorial Secretary for Program 
and Assistant Territorial Secretary for 
Program, respectively, effective August 
1. These changes in appointment always 
come as quite the surprise to us, but God 
is faithful. We have to come to know the 
passionate SAWSO team during our time 
here, and have gained an enormous respect 
for the work and collaboration of SAWSO 
and the international Salvation Army in 

creating a better world for individuals and 
communities in need. 

Majors Thomas and Jacalyn Bowers, former 
Divisional Commanders of The Salvation 
Army Western Michigan and Northern 
Indiana Division will be assuming the 
roles of Executive Director and Assistant 
Director, respectively, of SAWSO effective 
August 1, with promotion to the rank of 
Lt. Colonels. We wish congratulations 
and blessings upon them in these new 
appointments. 

On behalf of SAWSO, we give thanks to 
you for your faithful support of our services 
and pray for God’s continued blessings 
upon the life-changing and saving work of 
The Salvation Army here and throughout 
the world.

May you be uplifted by the spirit of 
our Lord and Savior as you further His 
kingdom in service,

William Mockabee
Lieutenant Colonel   
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In January of 2010, a devastating 7.0 
earthquake rocked Haiti, causing massive 
damage and loss of life to one of the poorest 
countries in the Western Hemisphere. 
Five years later, The Salvation Army and 
The Salvation Army World Service Office 
(SAWSO) continue to work alongside 
Haitians to strengthen their communities. 

In 2011, SAWSO funded the Haiti 
Community Development Projects Support 
Program which seek to empower communities 
to take ownership for their own needs. 
Through this program, which is still in place, 
Community Action Teams (CATs) of local 
volunteers are responsible for implementing 
projects – addressing needs – in their own communities. 

CATs are trained to develop and manage projects, establish 
clear goals and outcomes, create budgets, develop funding 
proposals, and monitor progress. Most important, they are 
empowered to train others in their communities to sustain 
the cycles of education and progress. 

One CAT in the village of Limbé, Nord is being led by the 
Mayor Acer Abel, who feels privileged with the charge of 
bolstering his community through support of The Salvation 
Army. Abel’s efforts are bridging the socioeconomic gap 
between rich and poor by uniting and restoring relationships 
between the local community and its government. 

“I am working hard to boost the economy here. After 
seeing all of the people in difficult situations, I am doing 
my best to take responsibility as the Mayor to help them,” 
Abel said. “For the entire country to advance, we must start 

here, in small towns like Limbé.” 

Through The Salvation Army’s microcredit 
program, he says, more women are finding 
sustainable employment opportunities 
through credit access which allows them to 
launch or expand existing trade operations. 

“Because of the program, more children are in 
school, and there are women able to do more 
business to support their families,” Abel said. 
“And because of the success here, many people 
are asking for more programs such as this.”  

Together with CAT members, erosion and 
deforestation were identified as priority issues 

for their community.  

“They are involved in planting vetiver grass in the bank of the 
Limbé River to reduce the soil erosion and flooding of their 
village,” said Elissaint Jean Jacques, Community Capacity 
Development Program Manager for The Salvation Army 
Haiti Recovery and Development Office. 

“They seek to be as inclusive as possible. I am very proud of 
the Limbé CAT for their strong involvement in the cause of 
the community,” Jacques said. 

The combined efforts of The Salvation Army and its 
communities mean renewed opportunities in life for the 
resilient people of Haiti. In more than 70 communities, 
men and women are starting new businesses, children 
are getting an education, parents are learning new skills, 
and farmers are growing new crops thanks to support 
from The Salvation Army.

The Salvation Army continues its vital response in 
communities in and around Kathmandu following two 
earthquakes on April 25 and May 12 that killed 8,787 people 
and destroyed more than 500,000 homes. 

The Salvation Army has so far distributed 208 metric tons of 
food – including rice, oil, lentils and salt - to sustain families 
through the monsoon season. More than 3,045 gallons of oil 
were distributed to survivors, along with hundreds of solar 
lamps, as well as hygiene and sanitation items. 

Funding from SAWSO is supporting the development 
of temporary housing and learning centers, in the place of 
schools, that were damaged in the earthquake.  Approximately 
3,000 tarps were distributed to community members in need.

The Salvation Army’s valued relationship with Mission 
Aviation Fellowship (MAF) allowed emergency response 
teams to deliver relief items by helicopter to rural mountain 
areas. General André Cox, international leader of The 

Salvation Army, wrote 
to MAF, “I am so 
encouraged to hear about 
this type of collaboration 
to serve our global 
neighbors in need, and 
give thanks to MAF for 
your service in this way. 
Our prayers are with 
you all as you continue 
to serve and support The 
Salvation Army and other agencies on the ground.”

Additional support from The UPS Foundation allowed 
SAWSO to coordinate the shipment and delivery of 1,000 
tents and mosquito nets.

For the latest updates, visit www.SAWSO.org. The Salvation 
Army has set up a designated fund for relief efforts in Nepal. 
To give online, visit salar.my/Nepal.

GlobalGood,  Issue 02,  Summer 2015      n      The Salvation Army World Service Office      n      www.sawso.org

Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) 
granted Salvation Army teams access 
to serve rural mountain areas in need 

via helicopter.

Mayor Acer Abel is a proud 
leader of his Community Action 

Team (CAT) in Limbé, Haiti.

Rebuilding Haiti Through Community Action Teams

Long-term Relief Efforts Continue in Nepal


