
Disaster Services Vision Talks 
At the National Disaster Leadership Forum 

Tuesday April 19th, 2016 in Phoenix, AZ 
 
For the first time in recent history, the National EDS Conference will provide an opportunity for Disaster 
Services Directors and key leadership to convene and discuss essential topics to spearhead us into the 
future.  This historic event will include the signing of our Memorandum of Agreement with FEMA by 
Commissioner David Jeffrey, National Commander and Mr. Craig Fugate, Administrator of FEMA.  You 
won’t want to miss out on this opportunity to network with your counterparts from around the country. 
 
As a part of that day, we are seeking your participation in what we are calling “Disaster Services Vision 
Talks”.  These will be 7-10 minute concise presentations of various ideas and initiatives which you feel 
are important to the future of disaster services in The Salvation Army.  If you have an idea for a 
presentation, please submit it.   
 
Also, please share this information with other key disaster leadership with a persuasive point to share. 
 
There will be three different themes for you to consider. 
 
• “Lessons Learned to Build our Future” 

In this session, presentations will focus on compelling lessons that you have encountered from a 
disaster that you were involved in.  It may be a new service, a new tool used or some concept that 
will impact the way we all provide disaster services 
 

• “Creating a Vision of the Future, Today” 
Winston Churchill once said, “The empires of the future, are empires of the mind”.  Where do you 
envision our disaster services program to be in five or ten years?  What does the future hold for the 
Army? 

  
• “Innovation to Advance the Future” 

Do you have an innovative idea that you’d like to share?  This is your opportunity.  If we are going to 
meet the challenges of the future, we will need all of the original thinking available to us.  Help us 
shape the future of disaster services with your ideas and thoughts. 

  
For those interested in participating, here is the format:  

• PowerPoint required, to be submitted prior to the conference. 
• Each presentation will be a concise 7-10 minute talk. 
• Your presentation will be one of four presentations within the theme you have chosen. 
• Be prepared for a period of discussion following each session (Q & A). 
 

Submitting your presentation: 
• Write three or four paragraphs outlining the salient points of your topic (PowerPoint not 

needed, yet). 
• Submit your paper to your Territorial Disaster Services Coordinator by January 22nd, 2016. 
• Your presentation will be reviewed by a committee and four presentations will be chosen for 

each of the three theme sessions, listed above. 
• You will be notified by mid-February, if your presentation is chosen. 



 
For questions or clarification, please contact your Territorial Disaster Services Coordinator 
 


