
Dear Friends,

On a recent trip to Kenya, my wife and I were 
surrounded by hundreds of women participating 
in WORTH, a livelihoods program funded by The 
Salvation Army World Service Office’s (SAWSO), 
who welcomed us with song and dance, possessing 
smiles and joy so contagious you would never suspect 
their unique pasts. Some had escaped situations of 
trafficking, others were once abused, and most have 
at one point or another, suffered despair, loss, and 
abject poverty. All of them had found new hope and 
independence through this program. 

We were amazed and inspired by these women, and the 
joy they shared in knowing their true value in the eyes of 
a loving Savior.  

Indeed, in the midst of a broken and hostile world, where 
failed systems, long-running historical conflicts, and 
injustice continually destroy the livelihoods and joy of 
individuals and communities, the love of God shines 
brightly through those who have found new life in 
programs of The Salvation Army. 

For instance, in Germany, the most popular destination 
for migrants arriving in Europe, asylum seekers are 
integrating into their new surroundings through a 
Salvation Army work program and donation facility, 

where refugees and their families can receive much 
needed items to settle into their new environment. 
Food and shelter are offered, and language classes, 
community cafes, cooking groups, and parent-and-baby 
clubs are assisting assimilation among members. At 
other migration corridors such as in Tijuana, Mexico, 
shelters for migrant men, women and children, aided by 
SAWSO, are serving approximately 200 individuals per 
day with lodging and food, and long-term services such 
as counseling and job placement. 

Transcending borders, redirecting the displaced, and 
rebuilding shattered spirits, the spirit of God is at work 
around the globe through The Salvation Army. From 
the heart of the charitable giver to the hands of those 
that serve with us on the ground, we give thanks for our 
supporters who enable this vital work. 

May God continue to grant us His spirit of joy and 
service throughout 2016. 

God bless you!

 
 
 

Lt. Colonel Thomas Bowers
Executive Director   
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in me you may have 

in this world you will have 

trouble.

overcome
the world. 

~john 16:33

 i have

but take heart!

peace.
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Sajan was five years old when his father passed away and 
he and his siblings were moved to the red light district of 
Mumbai where his mother began working as a prostitute to 
feed her family. 

“This was the only thing she could do as a single mother,” 
Sajan said.

The four family members shared a 6x3 room, and as 
strange men came and went from his house, Sajan would 
turn to the streets to either sleep or wander.  

“There was always a lot of fighting. People would tease 
and mock the girls on the streets. They would abuse them 
and fight with them. I didn’t know what was going on, but I 
knew that it was disturbing me,” said Sajan.

At 11 years old, Sajan learned about prostitution and his 
mother’s involvement. In addition to the psychological 
trauma he and his siblings endured, the money his mother 
made was never enough, and the family would often go to 
sleep hungry.   

Sexual exploitation, domestic servitude, and bonded labor 
are widespread in India. Kamathipura – Mumbai’s “red 
light” district – is home to nearly 20,000 sex workers. 

But at the center of it all, The Salvation Army is hard at 
work rescuing and rehabilitating minors, reaching out 

to women in the red light districts, and creating safer 
environments for women and their children. 

So it was for Sajan, who was later rescued by a Salvation 
Army staff member who enrolled him at The Salvation 
Army’s Jeevan Asha drop-in center, a facility funded by 
The Salvation Army World Service Office (SAWSO). With 
care provided for prostituted women and children ages 
1-17, members of the Jeevan Asha are offered education, 
nutrition, activities, counseling, medical referrals, literacy 
programs, vocational training, and self-help.   

Sajan continued his studies as a resident of the drop-in 
center, and passed his examinations for high school. He is 
now studying industrial technology at a training college 
with tuition paid for by The Salvation Army. 

“My dream is to be a mechanical engineer to create 
green machinery. I’ve had this dream since I was a child. 
Growing up, I would take machinery apart to learn 
about how it worked. I want my inventions to protect the 
environment,” Sajan said.  
 
“Through The Salvation 
Army, I have seen 
hope in my life. I have 
been able to pursue my 
educational dreams. I feel 
safe and secure now.” 
Above:  Sajan (right) 
gathers with some of 
the children who reside 
at The Salvation Army 
drop-in center. 
Right: Sajan

“Through The Salvation Army, 
I have seen hope in my life.”

Jeevan Asha: A Light of Hope in the Red Light District
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“You should see the joy in 
their eyes and hear their 
happiness,” said Major Mark 
Backhaus, Salvation Army 
Officer in Germany, referring 
to the refugees served with 
food, shelter and furnishings 
in the town of Leipzig where 
The Salvation Army is actively 
meeting demand. 

“We are blessed with this 
extraordinary possibility to serve 
and to experience becoming a 
family with a lot of people from 
other cultures,” he added.       

Germany continues to be the most 
popular destination for migrants 
arriving in Europe, having 
received the highest number of 
new asylum applications as of the 
end of 2015. 

Funds from The Salvation Army 
World Service Office (SAWSO) 
made possible the creation of 
a new thrift store in Leipzig to 
store household wares, clothing, 
toys, electronics and furniture. 
The once small-scale furniture 
project was recently scaled up 
to provide furnishings for some 
of the more than 6,000 asylum 

seekers who arrived in the city 
in 2015. According to Backhaus, 
approximately 60 new clients 
are registered monthly with 
the facility and set up with 
furnishings for their apartments. 

Logistics support for the 
furniture program was provided 
by a technical specialist from 
UPS, a longstanding partner of 
The Salvation Army. 

With a commitment to providing 
long-term response, The 
Salvation Army is focusing on 
building relationships, helping 
asylum seekers integrate 
into their new surroundings 
and adapt to a new culture. 
Immediate needs such as food, 
clothing and emotional and 
spiritual support are provided, 
while language classes and 
parent-and-baby groups aid 
assimilation among participants. 

“We thank our American 
friends and supporters. 
Without your engagement, 
this project would not have 
been realized,” Backhaus said. 
“What a privilege to see God 
in action.”

“what a priviledge 
to see 

god in action”

Serving the Displaced in Germany is “God in Action”
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A Salvation Army shelter for refugees in 
Germany. 

Above: Refugees from Syria, Albania 
and Afghanistan at the Moebelzentrale 
warehouse in Germany. 
Below: The opening of the Leipzig  
pop-up warehouse in Germany.



The Mexico – U.S. border is the globe’s top migration 
corridor and known worldwide for its revolving door of 
migration, deportation and conflict. Approximately 300 
deported people from the U.S. 
come back into Mexico through 
Tijuana each day, mainly due 
to lack of documents. For many 
deportees, the conditions upon 
arrival are worse than those that 
compelled them to leave in the 
first place and many return to 
communities that are even less 
safe than when they left.

What is not as widely known is 
that deported women and children, 
most of which have been in the 
U.S. for many years, comprise 
10% of the daily arrivals into 
Tijuana. They lack resources, connections, and the 
support of family, and are at a far greater risk for human 
trafficking and abductions. 

Recognizing this need, The Salvation Army in Tijuana 
opened the Casa Puerta de Esperanza, a shelter for 
women and children with funding support from The 

Salvation Army World Service Office (SAWSO).  Casa 
Puerta de Esperanza, which means “Door of Hope,” 
accommodates up to 30 women and children at a time. 

The Salvation Army has also been 
serving the migrant community in 
Tijuana since 1957 through their 
Hostel for Migrant Men, which 
welcomes approximately 150 men 
each day. 

Acting first and foremost as a safe 
haven, Door of Hope provides 
residents with lodging, food, 
counseling, referrals to medical 
services, social work, conferences, 
and workshops with the end goals of 

reconnecting them with their home 
country and helping them resume 
productive lives. Residents are 

allowed to stay up to three months, during which social 
workers help them find employment and residency.

“Thank God, though far from my family, I’m fine. I have 
a roof, and have food and I feel safe in this house,” one 
resident said. “I thank those supporters who help me and 
others who have been deported.”

Children perform a dance at the dedication 
event for the Door of Hope women’s shelter 
in Tijuana.

The Salvation Army World Service Office
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