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Dear Friends, 

 

We are blessed to witness transformative 

change within the hearts and lives of those 

we serve around the globe, change that is 

often spurred by newfound hope and 

confidence in one’s self-worth. 

This is the goal of The Salvation Army 

World Service Office’s WORTH project, 

which is not only changing lives, but also 

creating impact that resonates throughout 

entire communities in Kenya where WORTH 

was established three years ago. 

WORTH empowers women through 

education, savings training through village 

banks, and social mobilization. Our holistic 

approach helps participants gain lasting 

financial stability, self-sufficiency, and most 

importantly, the ability to care for their 

children and put an end to the cycle of 

poverty within their homes. We’re proud to 

share that since its inception, 17,000 women 

in Kenya have found new hope, opportunity, 

and lasting stability in their lives. 

I was struck recently hearing the story of 

Jane, a widow and citizen of Kitale, Kenya, 

and WORTH member, who before joining 

the program, was forced to sell sexual 

services to men. 

This is unfortunately an all too common 

yield for widowed women within her 

community seeking to do whatever necessary 

to feed hungry children at home. 

Jane described this period in her life as 

being very degrading, but she soon found a 

way out. 

Leaning on the financial support, training, 

and accountability of the WORTH program, 

Jane now owns her own thriving ironworks 

business. 

Perhaps the best part of this story is that 

the tables have completely turned. Jane is 

now the boss, and to meet demand, recently 

hired two men to support her growing 

business. Indeed, in her journey to 

empowerment, Jane traveled from being 

enslaved by men to freely hiring them. 

I am impressed by the enthusiasm and 

passion exhibited by the women of 

WORTH, and I have no doubt they are also 

inspiring hope in their children and in their 

community. 

We believe the success of the WORTH 

model is due to the commitment and 

conviction of individuals like Jane; a 

conviction that screams “I am a blessing, I 

am loved, and I am worthy!” 

We thank you for 

supporting us as we 

continue to champion the 
cause of women. 
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IMPACT 
What we’re doing is  

contributing to a better 

world. Within the last 

twenty years, access 

to basic financial  

services for rural poor 

people, mostly women, 

has increased to 7.5 

million.  

IMPACT  FIGURES 
 

17,000 
Number of WORTH 

program members as 

of December, 2014. 

 

15,622  
Number of WORTH 

program members 

who underwent health 

education with the  

program, including HIV 

and Malaria testing. 

 

51% 
Number of WORTH 

program members 

who chose to be  

tested  f or  HIV. 

 

13% 

Average increase of 

literacy rate within first 

300 village banks, due 

to WORTH  

educational training. 

 

In the last 20 years, chronic kidney disease “of unknown origin” has killed up to 

20,000 people and sickened as many as 400,000 more in a poor rural area of Sri Lanka. 

The cause remains a mystery, although investigators are looking into heavy metals, 

pesticides and dehydration from agricultural work in the hot climate as possibilities. 

The disease strikes down poor farmers – who are their families’ breadwinners – in the 

prime of life. 

The Salvation Army World Service 

Office is working through The Salvation 

Army Sri Lanka to conduct outreach 

education and mobile screening clinics 

to detect the disease early, when its 

progress can be reversed by treatment. 

Salvation Army personnel offer urinary 

protein and blood glucose testing to 

gauge residents’ potential risk or current 

level of kidney damage.  

“We are  encouraged by the difference 

being made by the highly committed 

Salvation Army team in Polonnaruwa District,” said Lisa Firth, Health Technical 

Advisor with The Salvation Army World Service Office. “When I visited in October 

2014, they had tested more than 6,000 people and referred 497 who tested positive for 

medical care.”  

Salvation Army staff makes referrals to the local district hospital, where a kidney 

specialist provides treatment which can include dialysis for advanced cases.  

“At the World Service Office, we are committed to working faithfully with those in 

communities around the world where The Salvation Army serves to bring healing and 

avert preventable illness.” said Firth. “With a 132-year presence in Sri Lanka, The 

Salvation Army continues to build on its tradition of providing services for the most 

families and individuals in the most need.  We are so thankful for our supporters and 

the medical staff who make life-saving programs such as this one possible.”   

 

The Salvation Army World Service Office has been providing support in the 

Zambezia province of Mozambique after flooding sparked by heavy rains has killed 

more than 100 people and displaced thousands. In support of the local efforts, funds 

from The Salvation Army World Service Office are providing food, clothing and 

hygiene items for thousands in need. 

“Natural disasters such as this can be one of the most important causes and sustainers 

of poverty, and as one of the poorest countries in the world, Mozambique’s limited 

preparation and mitigation efforts mean that it’s people are more severely affected by 

disasters,” said Betsy Baldwin, Technical Advisor – Disaster Relief and Recovery.  

“The Salvation Army, in partnerships with government and other organizations, will 

continue serving the impacted communities of Mozambique - providing practical, 

physical and spiritual support at the areas of greatest need.” 

Fighting Life-Threatening Kidney Disease in Sri Lanka 

Thousands Served After Flooding in Mozambique 

Blood test administration in Polonnaruwa District, Sri Lanka  

Schools in Liberia reopened 

this month following a six-

month closure after the 

Ebola outbreak! Thanks to 

our supporters, we provided 

cleaning, repairs, supplies 

and salaries for all eleven 

schools operating in the 

area. 

Five years after the  

devastating earthquake,  

we have helped restore 

vitality and opportunities for 

the resilient people of Haiti. 

See our work in action 

online at www.SAWSO.org.  

We’re still fighting Ebola, 

with your support. Read 

the story online at 

www.SAWSO.org. 
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Lt. Colonel William  Mocakabee,   

Executive Director 
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