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The drape factory of Hitchcock & Rodgers





George Williams 
October 11, 1821 - November 6,1905
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The Tarr Steps of Dulverton, England



!
!

A Divine encounter...



!

“I went to Bridgewater a careless, 
thoughtless, godless, swearing 

young fellow” 
He left Bridgwater an earnest, 

enthusiastic, whole hearted worker 
for Christ and His Kingdom. 

!

“I went to Bridgewater a careless, 
thoughtless, godless, swearing 

young fellow” 
He left Bridgwater an earnest, 

enthusiastic, whole hearted worker 
for Christ and His Kingdom. 



Bridgewater, England



ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL COURTYARD



In this place...



A Divine connection happened 
upon this bridge.



Inspired by God...



London, England 
1844

“What was in your mind that 
caused you to form the first Young 

Men’s Christian Association?”

John Mott’s question to  
George Williams: 



His Response: 
!

“We had one thing in mind and that 
was to bind our little company together 
in order that we might the better lead 
our comrades to Christ, and in order 
that we might share with one another 

our personal experience of Christ.”

London, England 
1844



London, England 
1844

The original purpose: 
!

“To influence young men to spread 
the Redeemer’s Kingdom amongst 

those by whom they are surrounded.”



The association grew... 

ST MICHAEL’S COFFEE SHOP



RADLEY’S PUB & HOTEL



SEARGENTS INN



To encompass the world...



Thomas Sullivan:  Boston, 1851 
“A social organization of those in whom the love of 

Christ has produced love to men; who shall meet the 
young stranger as he  enters our city, take him by the 
hand, direct him to a boarding house where he may 

find a quiet home pervaded with Christian 
influences ... and in every way throw around him good 
influences so that he may feel that he is not a stranger, 
but that noble and Christian spirits care for his soul...” 

!
!



The Paris Basis - 1855  
!

“The Young Men’s Christian Association seeks to 
unite those young men, who regarding Jesus Christ 

as their God and Savior, according to the Holy 
Scriptures, desire to be His disciples in their faith 

and in their life, and to associate their efforts for the 
extension of His Kingdom amongst young men.”



Jeremiah Lanphier

“Lord, what would you have me do?”
September 23, 1857   



“Above all, we need men of deep religious faith, filled with the 
conviction that Jesus Christ is the answer to the deepest needs 
alike of the individual and of society, men whose meat and drink  
it will be to do their Lord’s work of awakening other men to the 

Divine call of sonship and service.” 
!

1912 Training Handbook  
on the purpose of a YMCA employee



Dwight L. Moody 



“Even if our gymnasium is crowded, and our 
musical and literary entertainments are intensely 

interesting, unless souls are converted we fail in the 
great name of our Association.” 

!

D.L. Moody 
(YMCA Chaplain)



Oswald Chambers





“We, the Young Men’s Christian Associations of the United States 
and Canada, through our representatives in Constitutional 

Convention assembled, reverently and joyfully confessing our faith in 
Jesus Christ our Lord and only Savior and our unswerving allegiance 
to His Church, recognizing humbly the creative hand of God along 

the pathway of nearly a century of corporate experience, and 
dedicating ourselves afresh to our great mission of bringing under 

the sway of his Kingdom the young manhood and boyhood of North 
America and of the other lands served by our Associations...” 

!

Preamble to the  
 Constitution of the YMCA, 1923 





THE HAYSTACK REVIVAL



“I am willing to go anywhere at any 
time to do anything for Jesus.” 

!

“Lord, do it again. Where water 
once flowed, let it flow again.”  


