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covers conflict 
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in Kosovo.

Rice awarded for a life of inspirational service
Dr. Condoleezza Rice is presented with the Sylvanus Thayer Award Monday during a dinner inside Washington Hall. Pictured above, Rice waves to the Corps 
after receiving the medallion from retired Lt. Gen. Larry Jordan, Association of Graduates chairman of the board, and U.S. Military Academy Superintendent Lt. 
Gen. Robert Caslen Jr. See Page 4 for story and photos.                                                                                                                                                         Mike strasser/PV



6 OctOber 9, 2014 POinter View  

Cadets join experts on conflict transformation

Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The Center for the Study of Civil-Military 
Operations hosted a workshop on conflict 
transformation in Kosovo Sept. 25 during its 
2014 Fall Conference at the Thayer Hotel.

“Conflict transformation, as opposed to 
post-conflict reconstruction, refers to the 
intervention actions taken by a nation in another 
when violence is still occurring,” Class of 2016 
Cadet Aaron Churchill said. “It’s an important 
subject to understand because many of our most 
recent wars heavily involve this activity.” 

Churchill studied this subject while 
attending a five-week summer program abroad 
at the American University of Kosovo. He 
shared what he learned during one of two panel 
discussions which focused on the tactical and 
strategic aspects of the Kosovo mission.

“Stopping a humanitarian calamity in 
Kosovo, routing global terrorists in Afghanistan, 
removing a threatening rogue regime in Iraq, 
preventing the violent demise of Haiti—all 
conflict transformation operations, all military 
involvement,” he said. “The subject is not 
trained or taught enough in our military, and 
our track record as an Army in conducting 
intervention activities shows that.”

Fifteen years after the war in Kosovo 
ended and peacekeeping operations allowed 
the country to rebuild itself as a republic, the 
distinguished group of panelists included 
several who had boots-on-the-ground impact 
in those efforts. The conference opened with an 
address from Atifete Jahjaga, the president of the 
Republic of Kosovo, who shared lessons learned 
from the war and the subsequent peacekeeping 
efforts which helped shape the nation. Also 
contributing to the day’s dialogue were Brig. 
Gen. Xhavit Gashi, the Kosovo Defense Attache 
to the U.S., and Kosovo Ambassador Akan 

Ismaili.
Class of 2017 Cadet Michael Giles, a 

Human Geography major, has attended other 
CSCMO and club events and was impressed 
with the wealth of experience at this workshop.

“The diversity of people’s backgrounds at 
the event did an incredible job of looking at the 
conflict in Kosovo from different perspectives,” 
Giles said. “I particularly valued hearing 
about the experiences of the civilian panelists. 
Being a cadet means that your exposure to the 
observations of people outside of the military 
is a tad limited. This conference gave me a 
chance to see fresh, unique ideas from credible 
non-military sources, which I believe focused 
on certain human elements of the conflict that 
military people often overlook.”

Among the panelists were Michael Ness, 
who served as a military planner in 1999 during 
the intervention in Kosovo, and Jock Covey, the 
deputy special representative of the secretary 
general for UN Interim Administration in 
Kosovo. Both had instructed Churchill during 
his time in Kosovo and provided real-world 
lessons.

“Well I can tell you I never asked ‘why 
are we learning this’ in any of their classes,” 
Churchill, a Systems Engineering major, said. 
“Every lesson, every piece of theory they taught, 
they related to a real life experience. Many of 
their lessons were hard-learned through failures 
and unique experiences during their own 
careers. Maybe I won’t have to live through 
a few of those same failures having already 
learned from Mike and Jock.”

Giles  sa id  unders tanding conf l ic t 
transformation is essential to understanding 
conflict itself. Securing the peace goes beyond 
eliminating the bad guys, he said.

“There are many civil and economic issues 
that must be addressed after you deal with the 
immediate tactical concern of killing the enemy. 

As leaders on today’s battlefield, it is critical 
to understand the unique relationship that the 
civil and military sectors have with each other,” 
Giles said. “Hence, conferences like this do an 
excellent job of exploring that relationship and 
means to address current civ-mil challenges.”

Facilitating the event were members 
of the Cadet Community on Civil-Military 
Operations. Class of 2017 Cadet Caitlin LaNeve 
joined the club last year and now serves as the 
communications officer (S-6). 

“I am naturally drawn to how different areas 
of the world work together and why they work 
together and this club helps in our understanding 
of the world, foreign and domestic,” she said.

Having been involved in numerous CSCMO 
events, she said this conference had something 
to offer everyone.

“Every person who attended the conference, 
cadet or not, was incredibly respectful and came 
prepared to ask questions and delve further into 
the information presented,” she said. “Each 
panelist also gave advice pertaining to more 
than just Kosovo. My biggest lesson learned 
from the conference can be summed up by 
even though we have seen massive successes, 
we cannot possibly apply them to every 
situation. There are far too many variables in 
each situation to accurately apply a one-fits-all 
solution.”

Center for the Study of Civil-Military Operations 
hosts fall conference on Kosovo case study

Brig. Gen. Xhavit Gashi, 
Kosovar Defense Attache 
to the U.S., was an active 
member of the NATO 
Operational Planning 
Team Workshops and 
had a leading role in the 
establishment of the 
future Kosovo Security 
F o r c e s .  H e  s p o k e 
about his experience 
as a soldier during 
the Kosovo War and 
explained on a tactical 
level what he saw from 
the U.S. involvement in 
the conflict. 

Members of the Cadet Community on Civil-Military Operations greet the 
president of Kosovo, Atifete Jahjaga, following her address at the conflict 
transformation workshop Sept. 25 at Thayer Hotel. 

Class of 2016 Cadet Michael Kerwin joined a distinguished panel of experts 
who spoke on the strategic and operational levels of the Kosovo mission, and 
how the United Nations integrated into the process. Kerwin had studied civil 
security in Germany at the George C. Marshall Center for Security Studies.

As leaders on today’s battlefield, it is critical to understand the unique 
relationship that the civil and military sectors have with each other.
                                               Class of 2017 Cadet Michael Giles
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