
1)  2 year ACS Masters Program – Direct Assignment at SCPME.  SCPME screens and selects 1-3 officers per year to attend a 2 year ACS Masters Program with 
immediate 2-3 year follow on assignment at SCPME.  Most officers will have a primary duty as an MX400 instructor.  In their second and third year, there is opportunity to 
fill other positions in SCPME, or to teach another course in a department related to your academic discipline.  

Degree Programs:  In order to support our effort to educate cadets on interdisciplinary problem solving, we desire a diverse faculty with a broad spectrum of academic 
interests that span the four fields of military expertise: military-technical, moral-ethical, political-cultural, and leader-human development.  SCPME selects candidates to 
pursue two year ACS funded masters degree programs in the following fields:
• Philosophy
• Psychology: IO Psych, MBA, MPA, Sociology
• History:  History and Military History
• Social Science: International Affairs, Economics, American Politics

2)  2 year ACS Masters Program – Initial Assignment in another USMA Academic Department.  To facilitate interdisciplinary expertise within our faculty and 
collaboration with applicable disciplines here at USMA, SCPME has developed a partnership with the following academic departments: Social Sciences, History, 
Philosophy, and Behavioral Sciences and Leadership.  On a rotating schedule, each of these departments will select and hire one faculty member, who will complete 
graduate school and spend their first year teaching in that department, followed by two years in SCPME with the possibility to continue teaching an elective in the other 
department.  

In January 2020, History Department and the  Department of Behavioral Sciences and Leadership (BS&L) will each select one officer to start graduate school in summer 
2021.  
In January 2021, Department of Social Sciences (SOSH) and the Department of English and Philosophy (DEP) (Philosophy track) will each select one officer to start 
graduate school in summer 2022.  

Application and Selection Process:  The application and selection process for these programs will be handled through each departments respective personnel officers.   
• SOSH: https://westpoint.edu/academics/academic-departments/social-sciences/prospective-faculty
• DEP (Philosophy Track): https://westpoint.edu/academics/academic-departments/english-and-philosophy/prospective-faculty
• History: https://westpoint.edu/academics/academic-departments/history/faculty/prospective-faculty
• BS&L: https://westpoint.edu/academics/academic-departments/behavioral-sciences-and-leadership/prospective-faculty

3)  1 year ACS Eisenhower Leadership Development Program (ELDP).  This program is managed by the Department of Behavioral Sciences and Leadership (BS&L) 
and involves a separate application process.  Selected candidates, typically a cohort of 20-25 officers per year purse a 1 year Master of Arts in Social Organizational 
Psychology at Columbia University.  Most of these officers go on to become Company Tactical Officers, however SCPME interviews and selects 1-3 officers per year to 
become MX400 instructors.  This interview takes place during the final semester of graduate school. 

Application and Selection Process:
• Application and selection for ELDP ACS is managed by the BS&L ELDP XO. More information on ELDP and the application process is located here: 

https://westpoint.edu/academics/academic-departments/behavioral-sciences-and-leadership/prospective-faculty/tactical-officers
• Application and selection from the ELDP cohort to become an MX400 Instructor in SCPME is managed by the SCPME personnel officer.
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