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MADN-HIS        5 January 2020 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR Students Enrolled in XH 405 
 
SUBJECT:  Syllabus for XH 405, The Holocaust and Its Legacy, AY 20-02. 
 
1. Background. The Holocaust, Nazi Germany’s attempt to annihilate Europe’s Jewish 

communities and the associated murder of Europe’s non-Jewish “undesirables,” was perhaps 
the seminal event of the 20th century.   This catastrophe challenges us to question the 
fundamental assumptions we make about humanity and the basic values of Western 
Civilization.  It forces us to come to terms with awful depravity and suffering on the one hand, 
and incredible heroism, endurance, and courage on the other.  The Holocaust and its aftermath 
make enormous demands upon us not just emotionally, but intellectually, requiring that we 
consider it from historical, military, psychological, philosophical, political, scientific, 
representational and legal perspectives.   

 
2. Purpose & Scope.  The Holocaust and Its Legacy is a multi-disciplinary, historically-based 

response to these challenges.  Cadets learn of the causes, course, and consequences of the 
Holocaust, examining the processes that led to the Nazi genocide against the Jews, with a 
particular concentration on the role of the military.  The course examines the Holocaust from a 
variety of perspectives (perpetrators, victims, bystanders, witnesses, resisters and rescuers), and 
consider the moral/ethical choices made by members or each group. The course requires an in-
depth understanding of German and European history, and it will impart an appreciation for the 
cultures and mentalities of the interwar and wartime era.  Lessons utilize primary sources, 
films, literature, documentaries, testimonies, and propaganda.  The semester includes a two-day 
program at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C.  Beginning with the 
emergence of antisemitism in late 19th century Europe, the course focuses on the 1933-1945.  It 
concludes with consideration of the wide-range of responses and legacies of the Holocaust 
since 1945, particularly how the Holocaust has become intertwined with and incorporated into 
American and global public consciousnesses. 

 
3. Course Goals.  The Holocaust and Its Legacy offers cadets opportunities to develop as leaders, 

engaged thinkers, and life-long learners through the in-depth, multi-disciplinary study.  
 

a. To improve one’s ability to think, listen, and read critically, analytically, & creatively. 
 

b. To analyze human behaviors, cultures and ideas. 
 

c. To dissect social scientific themes, linkages, and causation. 
 

d. To understand the influence of diverse forces—technological, military, social, political, 
economic, gendered, ideological—on individual, group, and institutional behaviors. 

 
e. To understand how groups/cultures are constructed, assimilate, or are isolated and even 

exterminated. 
 

f. To understand that genocide is a complex process, not a singular event. 
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g. To consider the moral and ethical choices made by individuals who perpetrated, witnessed, 
ignored, were victimized, or were rescued during the Holocaust. 
 

h. To communicate, effectively, orally, in writing, or through creative forms, and to 
demonstrate reason-based, critical thought in one’s communications.  

 
i. To demonstrate the willingness to pursue continued intellectual development. 

j. To demonstrate the ability to research, write, and revise written and/or non-written work.   

 
4. Course Objectives.  This course is designed to encourage cadets to think deeply about some of 

the most vexing developments of the modern era and to force each cadet to find his/her moral 
compass.  The class will investigate the confusion and upheaval caused by the process of 
modernization and extermination.  By examining the Holocaust using a variety of sources and 
methodologies, cadets will emerge as better scholars, citizens, and leaders.  Cadets will: 
 
a. Study the processes and historical conditions that allowed for ethnic cleansing & genocide. 

 
b. Analyze the interaction of social, political, cultural, economic, religious, technological, 

legal, and military factors in shaping modern European history. 
 

c. Analyze culture, demography and the processes of national, ethnic, racial and religious 
group identity construction. 

 
d. Consider the ambivalent roles of new sciences, social sciences, medicines and technologies 

in the 20th century.   
 

e. Scrutinize the economic, military, legal, and underground systems which contributed to the 
destruction and rescue of Jews. 

 
f. Examine individual agency and group dynamics, particularly as they affected perpetration 

or prevention of atrocity.  When possible, consider choices made by military officers. 
 
5.  Student Requirements.  
 

a. There are four categories of graded exercises totaling 2000 points: partial reviews, 
instructor grades, written requirements, and the term-end examination.   
 
(1) Examinations.  One (300 point) examination covering the first half of the course. 

 
(2) Instructor grades. The instructor will award a total of 300 points for class 

participation, writs, and other in-class requirements.  Up to 150 of these points will be 
determined based on peer class participation rankings.  Cadets will be surveyed at least 
twice to determine quality of participation and contribution to each other’s learning. 

 
(3) Written requirements. There are two written requirements worth a total of 900 points. 

 
i. Golden Harvest Paper.  See paragraph 6-a. 

 
ii. Research Paper/Research Project and associated peer review. See paras 6-c & d. 
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 (4) Final (Term-end) examination.  The 500-point comprehensive term-end will examine 
your mastery of the course as a whole.   

 
b. The table below summarizes the graded exercises and their relative weights: 

 
Requirement Point Value % of Course Total 
Instructor grades/Peer participation  300 15% 
Midterm Exam (WPR)  300 15% 
Interim Writing Requirements  300 15% 
Historical Research Essay/Project 500 25% 
Peer Review/Peer Feedback 100 5% 
Term-end examination (Final) 500 25% 
Total 2000 100% 

 
c. Cadets will not pass the course if they fail to complete a major requirement or earn less 

than 50% on the TEE. 
 

d. Any cadet who wishes to count this course as his/her integrative experience (IE) will 
combine material from another discipline with a class presentation.  In essence, the cadet, 
in close collaboration with the instructor, will plan, prepare, and teach a lesson. 

 
e. Grading Scale.  The following grading scale will be used. 

 
A+ 96.0 – 100.0   C+ 77.0 – 79.9 
A 92.5 – 95.9   C 73.0 – 76.9 
A- 90.0 – 92.4   C- 70.0 – 72.9 
B+ 87.0 – 89.9   D 67.0 – 69.9 
B 83.0 – 86.9   F Less than 67.0 
B- 80.0 – 82.9 

 
5. Writing Requirements. 

 
a. Golden Harvest Paper AND Class Discussion.  Each cadet will write an approximately 

three page reflective and critical essay about the book Golden Harvest, by Jan Gross: 
 
(1) You must evaluate the evidence Gross uses, and the validity of his conclusions. 

 
(2) The paper portion will be worth 100 points, the discussion portion 50 points. 

 
(3) A successful paper will be far-ranging in its engagement of the reading, will use 

specific examples when elucidating broad themes, and will demonstrate reasoned and 
deep understanding of the issues addressed in the article chosen.  Above average papers 
will accomplish this while also making connections with previous readings. 

 
(4) As a class, you discuss/debate the book during lesson 20. 

 
b. Research Paper/Research Project.  There are multiple ways to fulfill the major research 

assignment.  Unless otherwise indicated, the expectation for all research papers/projects is 
that you produce a 2000-word research paper (see para 6 (c)).  You are encouraged to 
utilize primary sources, interviews, or testimonies.  Possible choices: 
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(1) Creative Project (Graphic novel/children’s book).  You may create a minimum 20-

page graphic novel or children’s book based on a specific individual (perpetrator, 
victim, resister, bystander, rescuer, or evader) selected in consultation with the 
instructor.  The aim of this assignment is to allow you to use creative graphic abilities, 
coupled with historical research, to fulfill your written requirement.  You will need to 
complete an interim requirement of a proposal, and you will receive peer feedback by 
presenting a draft of the novel/book to the class.  Further description of this option is 
found in Enclosure 4.   If you choose this option, you do not need to complete the 
Golden Harvest assignment described above in para 6-a. 
 

(2) Research Project.  There are six pre-approved projects.  However, the class is 
designed to allow you to follow your interests and develop interdisciplinary, capstone 
experiences.  Thus, you are welcome to devise your own proposals, subject to 
instructor approval. 

 
i. “West Point and the Holocaust” project.  The aim of this project is to research 

the history of how West Point and the Corps of Cadets responded to the rise of 
Nazism and the occurrence of the Holocaust.  Utilizing West Point special 
collections, this project could become part of a large national project on 
Americans and the Holocaust created by the US Holocaust Memorial Museum.  
 

ii. “Geographies of the Holocaust” project.  This project, potentially done in 
cooperation with the Department of Geography and Environmental Engineering 
at USMA, must utilize some form of Geographic Information Science (GIS)-tool 
or geographic analysis of a specific Holocaust event.  This project will be based 
on the National Science Foundation’s “Geographies of the Holocaust” project, 
and Waitman Beorn, et. al., “Geographies of the Holocaust,”  The Geographical 
Review 99 (October 2009): 563-574. 

 
iii. The Liberator Experience project.  Using the oral histories in the West Point 

Center for Oral History (http://www.westpointcoh.org/westpointcoh/), the USC 
Shoah Foundation Visual History Archive (http://sfi.usc.edu/explore), and the US 
Holocaust Memorial Museum (http://www.ushmm.org), you may do a testimony-
based research paper on some aspect of liberation, either through the eyes of 
military liberators or those who experienced liberation.  This project will require 
you to register for access to the USC Visual History Archive 
(http://sfi.usc.edu/explore) and it will require you to do secondary research and 
you will need to read chapter six (“Memory and History”) of George 
Mastroianni, Misremembering the Holocaust (2019). 

 
iv. The Ritchie Boys project. US Army intelligence and interrogators were trained 

at Camp Ritchie in Maryland.  A significant number of those selected for Camp 
Ritchie were Jewish escapees from Europe who emigrated to the United States 
and joined the US Army.  They were selected in large part because of their 
language abilities and knowledge of life in Nazi Germany.  Using Bruce 
Henderson’s book Son and Soldiers. The Untold Story of Jews Who Escaped the 
Nazis and Returned with the U.S. Army to Fight Hitler (NY: Harper Collins, 
2017) and the appropriate oral histories (using those cited above), you will 
research about Jewish refugees who fought the Nazis.  You will also work with 
the Military Intelligence Museum and Archive in Fort Huachuca, AZ. 

http://www.ushmm.org/learn/mapping-initiatives/geographies-of-the-holocaust
http://www.ushmm.org/learn/mapping-initiatives/geographies-of-the-holocaust
http://ehis.ebscohost.com/eds/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=2&sid=8d2142ca-240c-456a-8a67-ee3280087d38%40sessionmgr4003&hid=4108
http://ehis.ebscohost.com/eds/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=2&sid=8d2142ca-240c-456a-8a67-ee3280087d38%40sessionmgr4003&hid=4108
http://www.westpointcoh.org/westpointcoh/
http://www.westpointcoh.org/westpointcoh/
http://sfi.usc.edu/explore
http://sfi.usc.edu/explore
http://www.ushmm.org/
http://www.ushmm.org/
http://sfi.usc.edu/explore
http://sfi.usc.edu/explore
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v. Experiencing History.  Using the US Holocaust Memorial Museum’s 
Experiencing History (https://perspectives.ushmm.org/), website, you may write 
a paper from the perspective of a victim or survivor using at least five primary 
sources from among those available.  At the site, register, and then search for 
United States Military Academy XH405.  Once in the course site, browse the 
sources and determine what theme you might want to examine (resistance, 
revenge, survival, emigration, awareness of killings, postwar justice, etc).  Once 
you have done so, consult with the instructor regarding the sources you wish to 
use.  You must also consult Evgeny Finkel’s Ordinary Jews. Choice and Survival 
during the Holocaust (Princeton: Princeton UP, 2017). 
 

vi. The Early Warning Mobile App project. Because this is part of a large project 
involving Dartmouth, Air Force, Penn State, the Center for the Prevention of 
Genocide, and West Point’s own Geography Department, the timeline will be 
different from the timelines for other research projects.  Further information on 
this option will be provided by the instructor, if there is interest.  
 

(3) Research Paper.  You may do a 2000-word research paper.  You are encouraged to 
utilize primary sources, interviews, or testimonies. The research paper begins with an 
interim requirement of a research proposal. Near the end of the process, you will do a 
peer review of a colleague’s research paper.  Details are found in Enclosure 4.  
 

c. Research Paper/Research Project – Timeline and Procedure.  Specific guidance about 
the research paper and peer review process is found in the “Research Paper and Peer 
Review Guidance” memorandum (Enclosure 4 and annexes). 
 
(1) Each cadet will submit a research proposal (Enclosure 2, 25 pts) by lesson 7 (30 JAN).   

 
(2) By lesson 12 (19 FEB) cadets will submit IPR 1 (See Enclosure 3).  For the research 

paper and creative project, IPR 1 will include a preliminary introductory paragraph and 
annotated bibliography of sources that you have consulted.  A description of what an 
annotated bibliography is found in Enclosure 3.  For the creative project, IPR 1 will 
also include a story outline. A full draft of the paper or completed creative project is 
due in class on lesson 23 (3 APR).  The final revised paper/project is due in class on 
lesson 28 (21 APR).  NOTE – this timeline may be altered for the “app” group. 

 
(3) Paper exchange/Peer Review: You will provide a complete electronic or written copy 

of your paper to your assigned cadet reader at the beginning of class on lesson 23 (3 
APR).  Should you choose the electronic option, you will also cc the instructor.  If 
you do not provide your colleague with a complete draft or project, you will lose 10 
percent from your paper/project’s final grade, plus an additional five percent penalty 
for every additional 24 hour delay.  Using the document provided in Enclosure 4, 
readers will review and edit papers/critique projects, print the marked-up papers & 
peer review forms, and return them to the paper/project’s author at the beginning 
of class on lesson 24 (9 APR).  The purpose of this exercise is to gain experience with 
editing and critically analyzing written or non-written work, as well as to give each 
cadet a chance to reflect on his/her own work through reading another’s.  This 
assignment is worth 100 points.   

 
i. Submission of a rough draft to the instructor is not required.  Rough drafts may 

not be submitted until after changes are made based on suggestions by your peer 

https://perspectives.ushmm.org/
https://perspectives.ushmm.org/
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reviewer.  If submitted, rough drafts must be discussed with your instructor 
NLT1600 14 APR (no extensions).  Rough drafts must meet the same format and 
documentation requirements as your final paper.   You must submit your draft 
along with the marked-up reviewer’s draft AND the peer review worksheet. 
 

ii. Final papers must be turned in with your rough copy and your reader’s peer 
evaluation in your XH 405 brown bomber on 21 APR. 
 

d. General guidance for all written products.   
 
(1) Although the class incorporates various scholarly disciplines, we will follow the 

conventions of historical writing.  In accordance with the Dean’s Documentation of 
Academic Work, fully document your paper using Chicago-style footnotes. The 
Department of History’s Style and Formatting Guide demonstrates proper formatting. 
Document all words, facts, and ideas that are not your own, including assigned 
readings. Not requiring documentation is “common knowledge” as defined in the Little, 
Brown Handbook: “commonsense observations” as well as “major facts of history, 
such as... dates.” As the Little, Brown Handbook cautions, however, “interpretations of 
facts” are not common knowledge and therefore require documentation. 
 

(2) If we use a blog, postings require parenthetical footnotes.   
 

(3) You are expected to turn in all requirements on time and in proper format.  Late papers 
will be penalized.  Improper or inadequate documentation may require resubmission. 

 
7. Bibliography. The required texts include: 

 
a. Bergen, Doris. War and Genocide.  A Concise History of the Holocaust, 3rd ed. Lanham, 

MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2016. ISBN 9781442242289 
 

b. Borowski, Tadeusz.  This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen.  NY: Penguin Classics, 
1992.  ISBN 9780140186246 

 
c. Desbois, Father Patrick.  The Holocaust by Bullets. NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008.  ISBN 

9780230617575 
 

d. Dwork, Deborah and Robert Jan van Pelt. The Holocaust. A History. NY: Norton, 2003.  
ISBN 9780393325249 

 
e. Gross, Jan Tomasz. Golden Harvest.  NY: Oxford UP, 2016.  ISBN 9780190614539  

 
f. Longerich, Peter.  Holocaust.  The Nazi Persecution and Murder of the Jews.  NY: Oxford 

UP, 2012.  ISBN 9780199600731 
 
10. Counseling and Assistance 

 
a. Our goal is to make each lesson as challenging and interesting as possible, but the 

success or failure of the course will depend upon the time and effort you and your 
classmates are willing to devote to it. 
 

https://portal.westpoint.edu/dean/Academic%20Administration%20Collection/DAW.pdf
https://portal.westpoint.edu/dean/Academic%20Administration%20Collection/DAW.pdf
https://portal.westpoint.edu/dean/Academic%20Administration%20Collection/DAW.pdf
https://portal.westpoint.edu/dean/Academic%20Administration%20Collection/DAW.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/usma-media/inline-images/academics/academic_departments/history/History_Department_Style_and_Formatting_Guide_OCT_17.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/usma-media/inline-images/academics/academic_departments/history/History_Department_Style_and_Formatting_Guide_OCT_17.pdf
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b. Our offices are located in Thayer Hall Room 145 (Dr. Frey) and Room 146 (Dr. 
Geheran).  Dr. Frey’s office telephone number is 938-7643 and Dr. Geheran’s is 938-
5088.   

 
//original signed//    //original signed// 

  
      

David S. Frey, Ph.D.    Michael Geheran, Ph.D. 
 Professor of History     Assistant Professor of History 
 XH 405 Course Director    XH 405 Deputy Course Director 
     
 
Encls:  
1. Schedule of Lessons  
2. Research Proposal  
3. IPR 1  
4. Research Project & Peer Review Guidance    
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