
Margaret Cochran Corbin, also known as "Captain Molly" of Revolutionary War 
fame, died in Highland Falls, NY in the year 1800. She was buried in Highland 
Falls, but the location was not well established and has been obscured by 
exhumation in 1926 (when her remains were thought to be reinterred in a grave 
on West Point). During a recent site expansion of the West Point Cemetery, a 
chain of events led to the conclusion that the reinterred remains were not 
Margaret Corbin (but instead a middle-aged male). The mystery remains - where 
is Margaret Corbin buried? The grave in Highland Falls was on the Cragston
Estate of JP Morgan, near the present-day location of the Highland Falls water 
treatment plant. Using historical data, site reconnaissance, and photogrammetry 
techniques, we attempted to locate the original burial location using Ground 
Penetrating Radar (GPR). Of most usefulness in the surveys is identifying the 
locations where the burial is not likely located. Ruling out the areas where a 
burial might have been located allows us to narrow the search and refine future 
surveys to eventually conclude where Margaret Corbin’s 
grave is actually located.
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Figure 1: Early Reconnaissance Survey in April 2021

Figure 8: 1926 Photo of local members of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) 
and West Point officials exhuming what they thought were the remains of Margaret Corbin.  
Notice the smokestack in the background, which is still visible from the site in present day.

Inconclusive results at this point. Nothing clearly indicating a body location or 
a grave shaft can be definitively identified. The difference between the soil and 
any remains (probably just bones and a collapsed casket) would be very 
weak.  Three distinct anomalies (shown in Figure 6) are promising sites for 
further investigation. Wastewater treatment plant infrastructure could be 
obscuring the grave.  Tree cover and the steep slopes to the west of the site 
caused GPS interference and made the data less accurate.

Figure 5: Depth Slice at approximately 5 feet. Notice the hot-spot colors 
where material anomalies appear. The yellow triangle marks the same 
feature from Figure 4(a) and Figure 6.

LMX200 Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR)
• Transmits radio waves into the ground and reflects the difference 

between materials. 
• Does not “see” into the ground, merely reflects a change in 

subsurface media
Line Survey Method

• Uses GPS to track the position of the GPR. Lines are created by 
“mowing the lawn” and three dimensions of the subsurface are 
modeled in reference to their position on the surface 

RESULTS

Figure 4: Highland Falls wastewater treatment plant, (a) Hudson River in background facing south, (b) northern 
paved portion of the plant property, and (c) the grassy lawn that is adjacent to the end of Rose Drive.

Future work should survey the periphery of the site, along the 
grassy slope between the paved area and the treeline to the west 
as seen in the rocky background of Figure 4(b).

Historical research into the location and burial practices of the 
early 1800 would be helpful in interpreting the data.

Spatial referencing historical photographs would help, since the 
smokestack in Figure 8 is the same home/building that is still on 
the property (as seen in the upper-left of Figure 1).

Other geophysical methods (electric resistivity) might look for 
artifacts she could have been buried with such as a medal, 
necklace, or gorget.

Follow-on work already planned in summer 2022.
Figure 6: Hyperbola anomaly at 5 ft depth

Figure 2: Historic Marker at the West Point Cemetery 
(photo by Bill Coughlin, hmbd.org)

Figure 3: Molly Pitcher at the Battle of Monmouth, 
June 28, 1778 (painted by C.Y.Turner)

(a)                                                        (b)                                                               (c)

Figure 7: Suspected anomalies at 7.8 ft depth

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.calzaretta.com/scans/usma%20crest%20small.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.calzaretta.com/autos.html&h=400&w=455&sz=22&tbnid=E8ZPH14lU49QcM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q=USMA+Logo&usg=__5qx2fVGZpIgSsnakuE616n7N2_A=&ei=86amS--TJcSblgfmkcT3CA&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=4&ct=image&ved=0CA8Q9QEwAw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.calzaretta.com/scans/usma%20crest%20small.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.calzaretta.com/autos.html&h=400&w=455&sz=22&tbnid=E8ZPH14lU49QcM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q=USMA+Logo&usg=__5qx2fVGZpIgSsnakuE616n7N2_A=&ei=86amS--TJcSblgfmkcT3CA&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=4&ct=image&ved=0CA8Q9QEwAw
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.calzaretta.com/scans/usma%20crest%20small.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.calzaretta.com/autos.html&h=400&w=455&sz=22&tbnid=E8ZPH14lU49QcM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q=USMA+Logo&usg=__5qx2fVGZpIgSsnakuE616n7N2_A=&ei=86amS--TJcSblgfmkcT3CA&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=4&ct=image&ved=0CA8Q9QEwAw

	Slide Number 1

