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Tulsa, Oklahoma 2021 

On the Memorial Day weekend of 1921, a 
white supremacist mob destroyed the 
thriving Tulsa neighborhood of 
Greenwood, Oklahoma. Known as “Black 
Wall Street,” the entire prosperous 
community was viciously attacked and 
burned to the ground. Scores of black 
residents, some estimates indicate as 
many as 300, were indiscriminately 
murdered. Reportedly, the City of Tulsa 
itself had conspired with the mob. Then 
the cover-up began. 

The 2021 Commemoration of the Tulsa 
Massacre was scheduled for the end of 
May. The Massacre, long falsely 
characterized as a “riot,” epitomized the 
battlefields of justice that the West Point 
Civil Rights Staff Ride was created to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

study. Tulsa, Oklahoma was further than 
the Civil Rights Staff Ride had ever 
ventured, but we had to be there. 

The two years since the last Staff Ride in 
2019 seemed ominously like a repeat of 
events from a century earlier. The Covid- 
19 pandemic was reminiscent of the Flu 
pandemic of 1918-19. The resurgence of 
nationalist white supremacists evoked the 
history of the horrific “Red Summer” of 
1919. “Red Summer” spawned many of the 
worst racist massacres, including one in 
rural Elaine, Arkansas which some believe 
to be the deadliest American massacre of 
African Americans. A spate of police and 
vigilante killings killing of black men and 
women (most notably George Floyd, 
Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud Arbery) over 
the last two years has also haunted life 
despite Covid lockdowns. 

Covid-19 dictated that our 2020 Staff Ride 
be limited to an intense virtual week of 
classes. We hoped that the cadets who had 

  been accepted to the Staff Ride would be  

 
In 1921, the Greenwood neighborhood of Tulsa, OK was literally 
wiped off the map. The 2021 Civil Rights Staff Ride had to be 
there for the 100-year commemoration of the Massacre that 
destroyed it. 
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able to travel with us in 2021.Of course we 
had no way of knowing whether we would, 
in fact, be able to travel even in the spring 
of 2021. 

Despite the uncertainties of travel, 
planning began in February for a 2021 
Staff Ride. The apogee of the trip would 
be a visit to Tulsa. We would also address 
the violence against Asian Americans 
which flared during the pandemic, in no 
small part due to the blame cast by 
political leaders for the virus. Terms like 
the “China virus” and “kung flu,” 
resounded among white supremacists, 
and others already empowered by the 
failure of national leaders to push-back 
against racial discrimination. In addition, 
the Supreme Court’s 2020 decision in the 
case of McGirt v. Oklahoma, mandating 
criminal jurisdiction to tribal authorities, 
coupled with our planned visit to 
Oklahoma’s Cherokee and Osage 
Reservations which were the subject of the 
case, allowed for a segue into Native 
American civil rights. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The availability of Covid vaccines to faculty 
and staff, and then to cadets at West Point, 
presaged our ability to travel. The 
effectiveness of the vaccines we all 
received gave us the confidence to conduct 
the 2021 Staff Ride, carefully, but allowing 
our traditional cultural immersion and 
human interaction. 

With these considerations in mind, we put 
together a team of seven cadets and four 
West Point professors, rented a twelve- 
person van, and prepared a twelve-page 
syllabus. 

Our diverse group of cadets included 
Annalise Callaghan from Eagle River, 
Wisconsin; Jessica Desena, from Stony 
Brook, New York; Matthew Greiner from 
Andrews, Texas; Nicole Khayyam from 
Augusta, Georgia; Chrystian Lilly from 
Colorado Springs, Colorado; Tyler Moran 
from Fort Smith, Arkansas; and Vivian 
Tsai from Vernon Hills, Illinois. 

2021 Civil Rights Staff Ride Cadet on the bridge to Selma, Alabama. 
A popular place to pose. They were not aware of what was missing 
from the picture at the time. 

The tribal jurisdictions of the Osage and Cherokee Reservations 
are in eastern Oklahoma, north and east of the City of Tulsa. 
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Our classes were held during Grad Week, 
the week before West Point’s Graduation 
Day, when some 995 cadets would be 
commissioned as second lieutenants in the 
U.S. Army. Among those were eight cadets 
who took the Civil Rights Staff Ride in 
2018 after their plebe (freshman) year. 

Because of the Pandemic’s effect on 
military training, a very important part of 
West Point’s educational system, this 
year’s cadets were all from the Class of 
2023, meaning that they had finished their 
yearling (sophomore) year. This made 
selection of this group of cadets easier 
since they all had a significant academic 
track record that demonstrated their 
ability to undertake the rigorous 
requirements of the course (Law 199) 

which includes the Staff Ride. Readings 
included five books, chapters of books, 
articles, and news stories. Cadets were 
also required to view movies, 
documentaries, and listen to podcasts. 
The podcasts were new to the syllabus but 
were included to prepare cadets for visits 
on the Staff Ride and to acquaint the 
cadets with a medium that they would be 
required to adopt for their final group 
project – they were required to make their 
own podcast documenting the Staff Ride. 

After three semesters of remote and hybrid 
classes, the small size of the class allowed 
for face-to-face sessions to be held. 
Lectures on law were given by COL 
Winston Williams, Associate Professor 
Amy McCarthy as well as by the 2021 Staff 

4 

The Route West 



On the Battlefields of Justice 

5 

 

 

 

 
Ride faculty composed of Lieutenant 
Colonel Ed Wilson, Major Rex Steele, 
Captain Victor “Tony” Dunlop, and Dr. 
Robert J. Goldstein. 

A remote lecture was given by North 
Carolina Judge Bradley Letts who would 
begin our study of Native American Law 
that would become one of this year’s 
themes. Letts is also a member of the 
Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians, and 
was arranging for our visit to Cherokee, 
NC during the second week of the Staff 
Ride. 

Another theme of the trip would be the 
violence that was affecting Asian 
Americans. Staff Ride cadets had 
participated in our annual West Point 
Projects Day Roundtable Discussion on 
those violent incidents and had viewed the 
five-part PBS documentary, “Asian 
Americans.” 

The classes were supplemented by group 
homework sessions, which were intended 
to accomplish assignments by having one 
cadet teach the others and included 
watching videos as a group followed by 
discussion. The desired result was team 
building. 

In many ways this Staff Ride would be 
different from the seven we held since 
2013. The Staff Ride started that year and 
was focused on the history of the legal 
decisions that resulted in the ending of de 
jure, the legalized discrimination that 
began with the Constitution, and ended 
with the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964. Barack Obama was president, and 
with his reelection, it appeared that the 
country might be on the cusp of a post- 
racial America. Of course, it was not to be, 
and after four years of the Trump 
presidency, the Biden Administration 

Cadets at their “homework sessions,” teach each other, interpret readings, films, and music together, and build a team while they are 
still at West Point. They are assigned both individual and team projects. 
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portended a return to progress for 
minorities. But my experience in 2013 
urged caution. That year, when 
expectations were so high, the people we 
met on the Staff Ride thought otherwise 
and told us so. Many of them said they 
had never experienced the level of racism 
they had since Obama’s election. I 
remained chastened by that experience. 

The list of places we would visit would 
reflect that experience, but I would not 
share that with either the cadets or my 
colleagues, because my goal was to have 
each of them come to their own 
conclusions. The Staff Ride is an exercise 
in how to think, not what to think. 

There is another, much deeper goal that 
the West Point Civil Rights Staff Ride 
seeks to achieve. It is empathy. From my 
perspective, one first has to be woke, by 
my definition, knowledgeable about the 
truth of history and understanding of its 
implications and only then can one begin 
to gain empathy. Feel what others feel. 
Woke has gotten a bad rap lately but being 
woke is fundamental. It is the recognition 
of reality and the need to change it for the 
better. An example is put forth in all those 
signs that people have been putting on 
their lawns saying in part, “We Believe 
Black Lives Matter….” This might be an 
indication of woke. That is not enough to 
change things. The next step, the harder 
step is empathy. That is the role that 
cultural immersion plays in the Staff Ride. 
Empathy doesn’t come from reading about 
it, it’s only achievable, in my opinion, from 
living it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monuments Gone 

On May 24, 2021, we loaded the van and 
set off on the eighth West Point Civil 
Rights Staff Ride. 

Our first stop was in Richmond, Virginia, 
where the recent removal of Confederate 
statues along Monument Avenue sparked 
less controversy than earlier attempts to 
remove memorials in places such as 
Charlottesville, VA. Monuments to 
Confederate generals has been a hoary 
issue to West Pointers. Many of those 
memorialized throughout the South were 
graduates of the United States Military 
Academy and left the U.S. Army to fight 
against it. There is one crime described in 
the U.S. Constitution and that is treason. 
These graduates had committed treason. 
All the worse, the reason for violating their 
oaths to the Constitution was to preserve 
the Confederate states’ right to keep 
slaves. 

Loading and unloading our 12-person van was a routine that we 
would perfect, eventually. 
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Statues gone from Richmond’s Monument Avenue. Only 
one remains. Turn the page to see which West Point 
graduate and former Superintendent it is…. 

 
 

While we travelled, up at West Point a high 
-level commission was visiting the 
Academy to assess the re-naming of places 
such as Lee Barracks, the Lee Housing 
area and Beauregard and Lee Streets. 
Further down the line, the Commission 
would visit the large number of military 
bases named after Confederates. 

It is noteworthy that many of Confederate 
memorials were dedicated in the early 20th 

century, coinciding with events like those 
of Red Summer, as if to ensure that the 
Confederate narrative of the “lost cause” 
literally had some concrete basis. It did 
not. 

So, after our first meal together (outside) 
at a BBQ restaurant, we walked down 
Monument Avenue, from the statue-less 
pillar to a Confederate naval hero, 
Matthew Fontaine Maury (placed in 1929), 
to the removed statues of West Point 
graduates Stonewall Jackson (1919), 
Jefferson Davis (1907) and finally to the 
only monument that was still standing, 
Robert E. Lee (1890). Stuck in a court 
battle to be heard by the Virginia Supreme 
Court in June, the statue was fenced-in 
and colorfully decorated by its detractors. 

We reached Chapel Hill, North Carolina by 
dinnertime beginning a routine that we 
would perfect over the course of two weeks 
on the road. Arrive at our hotel, unpack 
the van, check-in, park the van, change for 
dinner, and meet in the lobby, all in about 
ten minutes (okay, maybe that’s a bit of an 
exaggeration, but not much). 
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Judge Fox was the first African American 
district attorney in North Carolina before 
he became a judge. He talked about the 
criminal justice system from the differing 
perspectives of prosecutor and judge. Fox 
and Kleinschmidt also talked about the 
removal of the Confederate monument 
across the street on the campus of the 
University of North Carolina (UNC) called 
“Silent Sam.” The statue was toppled by 
protesters in 2018. The Judge and former- 
Mayor noted that Chapel Hill was one of 
the most progressive cities in the state. 
Notwithstanding that, the fact that the 
board of trustees of UNC had just denied 
tenure to Nikole Hannah-Jones, who had 
created the “1619 Project” for the New 
York Times, after recommendation by the 
faculty that she had earned tenure, gave us 
pause. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next morning, we were treated to a 
Covid-inspired bagged breakfast before 
heading to the Chapel Hill Courthouse for 
our first meeting of the trip with North 
Carolina Retired-Judge Carl Fox and 
Clerk of the Court (and former mayor of 
Chapel Hill) Mark Kleinschmidt. The 
meeting was arranged by Lieutenant 
Colonel (LTC) Ed Wilson, who is a reserve 
officer and a full-time North Carolina 
Superior Court Judge himself. He was 
also joining us on the Staff Ride. 

Robert E. Lee remains on his pedestal until a court challenge is 
resolved. His statue rests on state land, while the others were 
on land belonging to the city of Richmond, VA. The graffiti in 
the fenced-in area, was not part of the original statue. 

On Franklin Street in Chapel Hill, NC in February 28, 1960, nine 
students from Lincoln High School staged a sit in at Colonial Drug 
store. The next day hundreds protested here. 
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Federal Judge and author Richard Gergel 
becomes most animated when speaking with 
cadets in his courtroom. 

 
 

Unexampled Courage appointment we make, as difficult 

Our schedule was a tight one 
throughout the trip. Our next 
appointment was in Charleston, 
South Carolina, 308-miles away. 
So, when the tire pressure gauge on 
our rental van started to beep, I knew we 
were in trouble. We quickly found a tire 
dealer who, upon seeing our cadets and 
officers pour out of the van in uniform, 
went to work right away to assess the 
situation. The tire had been punctured, 
but was unfixable, so they used the spare, 
and we were back on the road in short 
order (without a usable spare tire). 

The first book assigned to the cadets for 
the Staff Ride was Unexampled Courage: 
The Blinding of Sgt. Isaac Woodard and 
the Awakening of 
President Harry S. 
Truman and Judge J. 
Waties Waring, by 
Richard Gergel. It is a 
book that was perfect 

as that might be considering all the 
moving parts of a Staff Ride, such 
as spare tires. Thanks to Captain 
(CPT) Victor “Tony” Dunlop’s 
exquisite driving, we pulled up to 
the gate of the J. Waties Waring 

Judicial Center exactly on-time. 

Judge Gergel’s book details the travails of 
Isaac Woodard, a black Army sergeant 
honorably discharged after his service in 
World War II at Fort Gordon, Georgia, and 
heading to New York City by bus. After 
asking the bus driver if he could use the 
restroom at an earlier stop, the driver 
alerted police in Batesburg, SC who pulled 
Woodard off the bus and beat him, 
gouging both of his eyes out. Woodard 
was then arrested for disorderly conduct 

and spent the night in 
jail. In the morning, 
the blinded soldier was 
taken before a judge, 
found guilty and fined. 

for the Staff Ride, As it turned out, the 
dealing with the NAACP, led by Walter 
military and civil rights White attempted to 
law. The author is a publicize what had 
federal judge in happened, and Orson 
Charleston and Welles used his radio 
generously agreed to show to campaign 
meet with us in the against the policemen 
Courthouse at 5:00 who had committed 
p.m. this atrocity. 

I take great pains to 
make sure that we are 

Eventually, even 
President Harry S. 
Truman became 

on time for every involved, and the 
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Judge J. Waties 
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Department of Justice prosecuted the 
policemen in federal court before Judge 
Waring. After trial by an all-white jury, 
the officers who had beaten Woodard were 
quickly acquitted, but Judge Waring had 
an epiphany in his frustration with a legal 
system that could not function to protect 
the basic human rights of 

Waring was to preside in the 1951 trial of 
the case of Briggs v. Elliot, a South 
Carolina school desegregation case, he was 
convinced that the Supreme Court was 
ready to overturn the longstanding 
decision in Plessy v. Ferguson, that 
allowed “separate but equal” to become 

the law of the land – the 
black people. decision that empowered 

The events of the Isaac 
Woodard case motivated 
President Truman to 
desegregate the U.S. military, 
and put Judge J. Waties 
Waring on a path that would 
lead to the landmark Brown v. 
Board of Education cases in 
1954 and 1955. When Judge 

state to enforce segregation 
through Jim Crow laws. 
Waring used a little-known 
procedural process that was 
certain to bring the issue 
directly to the Supreme Court, 
trying the case with a three- 
judge panel, whose decision 
was directly reviewable by the 
high court, knowing that his 
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would be the only vote for the plaintiffs 
who had brought the case to challenge 
segregation. 

As Judge Gergel explained, the plaintiff’s 
attorney, the NAACP’s Thurgood Marshall, 
was convinced by Waring in an ex parte 
meeting to bring the case that would 
overturn Plessy in the Briggs trial. Gergel 
went on to say, no one else was in the 
“room where it happened,” but he had 
found evidence that documented both the 
ex parte meeting and its contents. The 
rest is history! 

This was the first full day of the 2021 Civil 
Rights Staff Ride, and it wasn’t over yet. 
We stopped to pay our respects at 
Charleston’s Mother Emanual AME 
Church where nine parishioners were 
murdered in 2015 by Dylann Roof, a white 

supremacist intent on starting a race war. 
Staff Riders visited the Church in 2016, 
but after visiting with Judge Gergel, who 
had presided over Roof’s trial and 
conviction on the very day that Roof’s 
appeal of his death sentence was argued in 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit, was too much of a coincidence to 
ignore. And Judge Gergel, to his great 
credit, would not comment on it when 
Cadet Callaghan posed the question. 

After a late dinner overlooking Charleston 
Bay where West Point graduate and 
former Superintendent P.T. Beauregard 
fired on his former artillery instructor 
West Point graduate Major Robert 
Anderson at Fort Sumter, starting the Civil 
War, we set off for Orangeburg, SC, and a 
good night’s rest. 
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Lessons from the Children 

Another full day awaited us as we left our 
hotel in Orangeburg. In Orangeburg that 
morning we made quick stops at South 
Carolina State University to visit a 
memorial to three African American 
students who were killed by police during 
a peaceful protest in 1968. Students had 
earlier demonstrated at the All-Star 
Triangle Bowling Alley nearby 
that had a whites-only policy 
despite the mandate of the 
1964 Civil Rights Act which 
banned discrimination in 

town in the South has a story about 
discrimination of some sort. Some are 
more compelling than others, but it 
remains a sad fact. We could have driven 
north-west to Batesburg-Leesville, site of 
Isaac Woodard’s blinding, or due east to 
Summerton, site of the segregated school 
in the case of Briggs v. Elliot, but we chose 
to head west toward Augusta, Georgia. In 
planning the route, we had discussed 

another massacre that had 
occurred in a place called 
Hamburg, SC, just across the 
river from Augusta. 

public accommodations. We The Massacre occurred in 
visited the bowling alley, a 1876, before the election that 
crumbling location designated ultimately ended the brief 
on the National Register of period in history known as 
Historic Places, as well. The Reconstruction.  While 
Orangeburg Massacre was  researching this Massacre, an 
ignored by the press at the time; the equally compelling but much more recent 
seldom visited memorial on campus is the event just across the Savannah River came 
only evidence that commemorates the to light in a podcast called, “Shots in the 
three killed and 27 injured students. Back: Exhuming the 1970 Augusta Riot.” 

It has occurred to me that almost every The Podcast was created as a project of 

This is the All-Star Triangle Bowl. It’s hard to believe this is a 
National Historic Site. It is literally falling apart 

SC State University where 3 students at a peaceful protest 
were shot and killed. It was the same year National Guard 
killed a Kent State student, but no national news coverage. 
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young students at the Jessye Norman 
School of the Arts under the leadership of 
Sea Stachura, a journalist and Podcast 
teacher at the School. After contacting 
Stachura, who graciously offered to meet 
with cadets, the Podcast was included in 
our syllabus. 

We arrived in Augusta and were 
welcomed to a roundtable discussion 
which included some of the students who 
had made the Podcast, including one who 
was 9-years old when it was made. Also 
present were relatives of two of the six 
men who were shot-in-the-back and killed 
by police during the riot, community 
leaders as well as the mother and sister of 
Cadet Nicole Khayyam, who is from 
Augusta. Leading the discussion was Ms. 
Stachura, the driving force behind this 
most creative project. 

The discussion was one of the most 
important dialogues that the Staff Ride 
has ever participated in. It involved first- 
hand witnesses of the events leading to 
the “Riot” and its violent aftermath; it 
included the victims and demonstrated 
the consequences of the event and its 
impact on their lives, their families and 
their community. It also gave us a unique 
perspective, one we never had included 
before, it was that of the children. The 
Podcast reflected what they had learned 
and the impact on them was seemingly 
profound. It required every one of us to 
consider how the things we had seen and 
would see on the Staff Ride would affect 
the next generation, and equally 
important, how they would see us. 

Jessye Norman students who worked on the podcast (above). Sea 
Stachura (below, standing) inspired us all. She directed the 
students as Journalist/Podcast Teacher at the School. Next to her, 
siblings of William Wright, Jr., one of the men “shot in the back.” 
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In Atlanta later that day, we united Like many venues at the beginning 
with Major Rex Steele, who would of the first week of the Staff Ride, 
join us for the remainder of the the Interpretive Center was still 
Staff Ride. MAJ Steele had closed due to Covid, but the Site 
lectured cadets about structural still had many things to see. The 
impediments to achieving racial visit afforded the discussion of the 
equality, and would use the book, 
The Color of Law, by Richard Rothstein to 
help explain many of the locations that we 
would visit. 

Civil Rights Legends 

Thursday morning, we drove from 
downtown Atlanta to the Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site. 

modern Civil Rights Movement, the 
role of Dr. King and others, many of whom 
were honored on the Site’s Civil Rights 
Walk of Fame. It also brought discussion 
of class differences that existed during the 
Civil Rights Movement, spurred by a walk 
through part of “Sweet Auburn,” the 
neighborhood where King was born which 
was considered one of the richest African 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Captain Dunlop, Major Steele and Lieutenant Colonel Wilson take turns discussing the Civil Rights Legends on the 
“Walk of Fame” at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic Site in Atlanta. The Site also includes the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church where Dr. King and his father were ministers. The current senior pastor of the Church is U.S. Senator 
Raphael Warnock. 
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American communities in America. 

The visit also prepared us for a visit to the 
home of an iconic veteran of the 
Movement, Hank Thomas. Hank and 
Yvonne Thomas have invited cadets to 
their home for a visit every year since 
2014. He was a Freedom Rider, the 
youngest on the bus when it was attacked 
twice in Anniston, Alabama by the KKK. 
First the tires were slashed at the 
Greyhound bus station, and later after 
those tires flattened just out of town, he 
was on the bus when the door was blocked 
and the bus set afire. A “lucky” explosion 
blew open the door, and the smoke-filled 
bus emptied. Hank heard someone ask, 
“are you alright?” As he answered, “yes,” 
the questioner hit him with a baseball bat. 
Yvonne, as a young college student, 
integrated the business school at the 
University of South Carolina. 

Both Hank and Yvonne are inspirational to 
cadets and anyone who hears their stories. 
As we enjoyed the lunch they prepared for 
us, they each held court with a group of 

cadets and faculty. The Staff Ride has met 
with people who told us stories of living 
through difficult times, but the tales of 
struggle and triumph usually always end 
on the same note - despite the hardships, 
they still love this country. Hank and 
Yvonne are no exception. We would hear 
that again and again on this Staff Ride. 

The Deeper South 

In my morning e-mails to cadets, I usually 
give them important information, the 
itinerary highlights, the uniform of the 
day, required readings, etc. Occasionally, I 
also give them a riddle. If they get the 
riddle, they can order dessert (or 
something like that). Thursday morning’s 
email included, “We pick up something in 
Alabama, something precious. If you can 
tell me what it is by the time we’re in the 
van you will win a dessert!” 

I did give hints, but no one got it. It was 
“time.” We gained an hour crossing into 
Alabama. Time on the Staff Ride is 
precious…. 

 
 

Cadets revel in the stories that Mr. Thomas tells them of the civil 
rights movement, the Vietnam War, and his rags-to-riches story 
of success in America. 

Hank and Yvonne Thomas have graciously entertained cadets in 
their home in Stone Mountain, Georgia since 2013. Hank went 
from flipping hamburgers to owning several franchises. 
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There was one more stop on our way to 
Montgomery; it was Moton Field, the 
home of the Tuskegee Airmen. Again, 
Covid kept us from the Interpretive Center 
at this National Historic Site, and a sign at 
The Oaks, the home of Tuskegee 
University’s President Booker T. 
Washington, said it was “Closed 
Permanently,” Though our visits were 
limited, it did allow for a discussion of two 
important books, and one important case. 

The books were Washington’s, Up from 
Slavery (1901), and W.E.B. Dubois’ The 
Souls of Black Folk (1903), both 
foundational books that offer starkly 
different visions for the future of freed 
slaves in America. Where Washington 

would compromise with and accommodate 
white people and would emphasize 
education, while DuBois would demand 
and fight for political change. 

The case we discussed was Pollard v. 
United States (1973) and was brought by 
Tuskegee lawyer Fred Gray on behalf of 
Charles Pollard who was one of the men 
involved in the Tuskegee Study which 
studied the effects of untreated syphilis in 
African American men between 1932 and 
1972. The 2014 Staff Ride had met Mr. 
Gray whose illustrious legal career 
involved many of Alabama’s civil rights 
cases. 

Contrasts in Montgomery 
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On the Staff Ride, being in a place where 
historic events occurred gives context to 
some of the abstract ideas that require the 
understanding of that place. 

Montgomery, despite its sterile exterior, is 
a place that is bubbling with context for 
the study of civil rights in the South, from 
the slave trader’s offices and warehouses 
to Rosa Park’s bus stop and the Greyhound 
bus station and Frank Johnson Federal 
Courthouse, there is so much to learn 
about. Montgomery is a blank canvas that 
also begs for art. 

Our first activity that day was a tour by 
artist Michelle Browder, who is the 
founder of “I AM MORE THAN…” Ms. 
Browder whose website 
describes her as “visual artist, 
community organizer, teacher 
and child advocate who has 
worked with children and 
young adults for nearly 30 
years.” Her whirlwind tour of 
Montgomery’s West Side 
neighborhoods and a visit to 

her art gallery showed us the range of her 
talents and the importance of her work. 
She talked about her on-going work to 
humanize the victims of Dr. J. Marion 
Sims, a prominent 19th century 
gynecologist who performed experimental 
surgery on women slaves. A statue of Sims 
has been removed from Central Park in 
New York City, but one still stands on the 
grounds of the Alabama State Capitol in 
Montgomery. 

We returned to our hotel in Montgomery 
which was situated across the street from 
the Legacy Museum: From Enslavement to 
Mass Incarceration. Founded by the Equal 
Justice Initiative (EJI), the museum 

largely serves as an 
introduction for a visit to the 
nearby Memorial for Peace and 
Justice. The Civil Rights Staff 
Ride had first met with EJI’s 
founder Bryan Stevenson in 
2016, and the Staff Riders have 
read his book, Just Mercy ever 
since. When we met Mr. 

Ms. Browder’s art has deep meaning, and here tours are, well 
invigorating. It’s hard to keep up with her. She will no doubt 
redefine this city in the way that Bryan Stevenson has. 

Michelle Browder (above left and preceding page) of 
Montgomery, Alabama is a force of nature. She showed cadets 
another side of the city, both figuratively and literally. 
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Stevenson he told us of his plans for the 
Memorial, and how he was quietly 
assembling the land and resources he 
needed for this ambitious and important 
project. He showed us the dozens of glass 
jars that contained the soils from locations 
where lynching had occurred across 

 

 
America and told us about the meticulous 
documentation he would need for each 
memorialized lynching. 

We visited the Museum and then the 
lynching memorial. It is the magnitude of 
lynching in America that is the most 
compelling aspect of the Memorial. When 
you realize that many of the victims of 

lynching are not documented the extent of 
this horrible legacy is immeasurable. 
Projecting to our upcoming visit to Tulsa, I 
looked for and found the stele on which 
the names of victims would be included; 
there were only 36 listings. A nearby 
docent sensing my puzzlement 
volunteered the answer, that more 
documentation was needed, he added “we 
know we know the massacre in Tulsa was 
bad, but the massacre in Elaine, Arkansas 
may have been worse.” 

The newest part of the EJI facilities in 
Montgomery is the Legacy Pavilion which 
houses the soul food restaurant Pannie- 
George’s, where we ate and then headed 
west to Selma. 

Monuments Broken 

Half-way to Selma is the Lowndes County 
Interpretive Center which, to our surprise 
had just opened that day after a Covid- 
hiatus. Part of the Selma-to-Montgomery 
National Historic Trail, it documents the 
March 1965 marches for voting rights. As 
we neared Selma, we crossed the Pettis 
Bridge and proceeded the time-honored 
tradition of walking across the bridge 
eastward, observing the risk of the 
crossing through a military-eye. 
Tactically, the consensus was that we could 
have used scouts, maybe aerial 
reconnaissance to let us know what we 
were facing before we crested the bridge. 
It would have saved a lot of broken bones 
and concussions. 

The tactics failed, but the strategy was 
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dead-on right. The brutality of the force 
used against the non-violent marchers was 
broadcast around the world and the 
federal government finally stepped in and 
protected the marchers’ constitutional 
right to march through Lowndes County 
on the route we had just driven, and all the 
way to Montgomery. Then Congress 
approved the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

In 2015, on the 50th anniversary of the 
March, President Barack Obama led civil 
rights veterans on a symbolic march across 
the bridge; that year the movie Selma 
about the March was nominated for an 
Oscar for Best Picture, and a historical 
marker celebrating the Voting Rights Act 
was erected on the west side of the bridge 
in Selma. Sadly, the marker is now gone; 

 
only its bent pole remains, and worse, the 
Selma bridge is still named after a 
Confederate general, who was Grand 
Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK). After 
all, this is still Alabama. 

We drove on to Mississippi, stopping only 
outside of Philadelphia, MS to view 
another historic marker, it was still there 
marking the nearby location where civil 
rights workers Michael Schwerner, James 
Chaney and Andrew Goodman were 
brutally killed by Klansman in the summer 
of 1964. The three were part of Freedom 
Summer, an effort to register African 
American voters in the South. They had 
driven to investigate the burning of the 
Mount Zion Church east of Philadelphia, 
as they left the Church they were pulled 

 
 

The destruction of a historic marker is something we have seen 
all too often on our Staff Rides. The fact that this marker was 
installed for the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Voting 
Rights Act makes it even more troubling today. 
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The historic marker at the site of the murder of Goodman, 
Chaney and Schwerner has been repeated vandalized. In 2015 
it was found miles away (top), but this year we found a building 
on the site of their deaths (center). At least the marker remains 
near the site (below). 

over and arrested, brought into 
Philadelphia and held until they were 
released later that night. That very night 
they were pulled over again and brought to 
this site, where they were murdered. 

While the sign is still standing, there is a 
new structure that has been built within 
the last three years (the Staff Ride was 
here in 2018) covering up what is possibly 
the site of the actual killings. After all, this 
is Mississippi. 

Greenwood, MS was our final destination 
for the day, but only to spend the night. 
The price of making it to Tulsa in time for 
the Commemoration would be some 
serious driving the next day. Our crew was 
up to it. 

Ghosts of Korematsu 

We got an early start, with full stomachs 
thanks to real Southern biscuits and gravy 
for breakfast and crossed the Mississippi 
Delta from east-to-west crossing the River 
into Arkansas as we headed to little 
McGehee, AR and its surprising museum. 
We first came across the sign for the 
museum in 2015 after the Staff Ride 
attended B.B. King’s funeral, and on our 
way to Little Rock. Then-LTC Winston 
Williams and I saw the sign at the same 
time. Much smaller than the new sign that 
adorns the highway now, it read “Japanese 
Internment Camp Museum.” 

COL Williams, who had an uncle who lived 
there had visited McGehee often but had 
never seen the sign before. As we drove by 
in 2015, unlike today, there was no cell 
signal in rural McGehee, so we just passed 



On the Battlefields of Justice 

23 

 

 

The Rohwer Japanese American Internment Camp in Arkansas. Rohwer is very remote and very far from the West Coast 
where the internees were brought from.  Not many stayed in the area. 

 
 

by, promising to do some research. We 
discovered that there were two internment 
camps in nearby Rohwer and Jerome, 
Arkansas, as well as a museum. We 
returned to see those camps and visit the 
museum in 2016. 

Our curriculum this year included the PBS 
special on Asian Americans, which 
included injustices such as the Chinese 
Massacre in Los Angeles in 1871 or the 
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, but the 
internment of over 120,000 Japanese 
Americans, including citizens, both natural 
-born and naturalized was of a magnitude 

that requires continual attention. Why? 
Because it can happen again. 

It’s the same reason that we keep the case 
of Korematsu v. United States in the 
curriculum, it’s a cautionary tale. It might 
have happened in 2001 after the attack on 
9/11, but President George W. Bush 
prevented it. It got closer to happening in 
2017 with the Muslim Ban; the Supreme 
Court, in the case of Trump v. Hawaii 
functionally did what the majority in 
Korematsu did, while arguably overruling 
the Korematsu decision in name only. The 
Executive Order which comprised the 
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Muslim ban was only revoked on President 
Biden’s first day in office. 

In 2016 the Staff Ride participated in 
Asian American Day at the U.S. 
Department of Labor with cadets meeting 
Japanese American citizens who had lived 
in the internment camps, which Supreme 
Court Associate Justice Frank Murphy 
labelled “concentration camps” in his 
Korematsu dissent. 

At the WWII Japanese American 
Internment Museum, I related meeting 
Terry Shima, a Japanese American World 
War II veteran who served in the United 
States Army with the 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team, a unit made up of Japanese 
Americans, and one of the most decorated 
units in that war. He had recounted how 
his fellow soldiers would return to the 
States on leave to visit their families who 
were living in the camps. In spite of that 
experience, Shima too, was proud of his 
service and of his country. 

The site of the Rohwer Camp contains a 
graveyard and several memorial statues, it 
remains in the middle-of-nowhere, where 
it was, no doubt, designed to be. 

The Long Road to Tulsa 

Long rides in the van required frequent 
stops with some component of physical 
exercise. Any opportunity for a brisk walk 
could make the next few hours in the 
cramped van palatable. Our most notable 
exercise break was in Hot Springs National 
Park in Arkansas. We had been noticing 
that Covid seemed to be much less of a 
constraint the further south we travelled, 

Leaving Rohwer we began the long drive through the Mississippi 
Delta’s Arkansas side with CPT Dunlop at the wheel (above), and 
a stop in Pine Hill, AR for some lunch at Leon’s Catfish, “a family 
place.” 
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so as we entered Hot Springs the fact that 
we were smack in the middle of the 
Memorial Day Weekend didn’t occur to 
me. But there it was, tourists and traffic. 
Fortunately, CPT Dunlop, a native New 
Yorker, was able to deftly find a precious 
parking space and flawlessly parallel park 
our unwieldy van. 

We had a native Arkansan with us, so 
Cadet Moran led us all the way up Hot 
Springs Mountain and the Hot Springs 
Tower. The view was quite spectacular, 
and as we started down the mountain trail 
one of us, humility won’t allow me to say 
who, coming from behind broke into a run 
at a pace the cadets couldn’t 
match, stopping only near 
the bottom when some 
perplexed tourists needed to 
pause their hike up the hill to 
observe what looked like a 
cross-country race on the 
narrow trail. 

The stop served its purpose, 
and as we emerged from the 
woods onto the streets 
crowded with visitors with 

nary a masked face among them, we took a 
brief bubble-tea break and quickly got out 
of town. 

It was Saturday night in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. We were within striking 
distance of Tulsa, Oklahoma; we would be 
there on the 100th anniversary of the Tulsa 
Massacre. 

Sunday morning as we crossed the 
Arkansas River from Fort Smith into 
Oklahoma, the tire pressure indicator 
began beeping. We were so close to our 
goal, but our tire and the safety of all of us 
were our top priority. We were driving 
through the Cherokee Nation, a 

reservation that had 
become much more 
important with the recent 
Supreme Court decision in 
McGirt v. Oklahoma, that 
recognized that treaties 
made with the tribes gave 
them criminal jurisdiction 
on the reservation. The 
implications for eastern 
Oklahoma, comprised 
largely of Indian 
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venue, and would have been able to see 
and hear most of it from outside had it 
been held. 

It was informative to understand the 
reasoning behind the cancellation, perhaps 
even more telling than the program itself. 
It was reportedly cancelled because the 
issue of reparations of the Tulsa Massacre 
was not being adequately addressed. 
Generally speaking, reparations are a 
touchy issue. Take the question of 
reparations for slavery, we have only 
recently started to have this conversation 
openly. Those conversations should be 
continued. However, the idea of 
reparations is one that is not taboo. We 

 
 
 
 
 

reservations could be profound. 

We made it safely to Oklahoma State 
University (OSU) in Tulsa where CPT 
Dunlop and LTC Wilson would leave to 
take care of the tire, and the rest of us 
would navigate through the site where 
Black Wall Street had stood 100 years 
earlier. 

We arrived early as the “Black Wall Street 
Legacy Festival 2021” was in the process of 
opening up. As we were travelling, we had 
heard that one of the Festival’s most 
exciting events, called “Remember and 
Rise” which was to include Ms. Stacy 
Abrams as keynote speaker and a 
performance by John Legend, had been 
cancelled. While we could not get tickets 
online, we were staying very close to the 

The Festival was getting under way when we entered Tulsa’s 
Greenwood neighborhood. Despite burning, the Vernon A.M.E. 
Church was the only surviving structure after the 1921 Massacre. 

Reparations for the Massacre was a theme of the Memorials and 
of the Festival. Unlike reparations for slavery, the damages for 
the Massacre in 1921 was readily quantifiable, and the direct 
victims remain identifiable. 
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have done it before. It was done for the 
Japanese Americans who were interned 
during World War II. The losses in Black 
Wall Street are both quantifiable and 
redressable, and there are living survivors, 
even in 2021. 

 

As we strolled through its vacant streets, 
sidewalk plaques identified the structures, 
the residences and businesses that were 
destroyed during the Massacre. “Eldridge 
Restaurant 415 N. Greenwood Avenue, 
Destroyed 1921, Not Reopened,” or “B.C. 
Franklin, Attorney 312 N. Greenwood Ave. 
Destroyed 1921, Reopened,” and so many 
more. There are maps that show the plat 
of Greenwood in 1921 overlaying a map of 
today’s Greenwood. The extent of the 
destruction is hard to fathom unless you 
walk along the streets of the town. 

And slowly we did walk the streets of 
Greenwood. We stopped in front of the 
Vernon A.M.E. Church, a stately brick 
building, purportedly the only building left 
standing after the Massacre. Directly 
across the street from the Church was the 
“1921 Black Wall Street Memorial” and a 
large plaque entitled, “1921 RACE RIOT 
DESTRUCTION CLAIMS,” which itemizes 

Staff Riders read the stories of survivors collected along with their pho- 
tographs. These are real people whose testimonies were shared while 
they were still alive. And even after 100 years there are survivors still. 
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each individual claim for damages which it 
totals as, “UNPAID FINANCIAL CLAIMS 
$2,719,745.61.” I believe this amount is in 
1921 dollars which translates to about $41 
million dollars in 2021. 

Cadets were in civilian clothes, but that 
doesn’t prevent a trained eye from 
identifying us. We were invited by a 
security guard to view an exhibit of 
historic documents which included a 
gallery of photographs of Massacre 
survivors along with their testimonies 

 

 
about their experience. 

We crossed under the Interstate highway 
that was built long after the destruction of 
Black Wall Street, but represented a 
permanent divider of the Greenwood 

community, whether intentional or not, 
and visited the “Healing Walkway.” This 
“Pathway to Hope” paralleled the highway 
adjacent to the baseball stadium, the 
venue of the cancelled, “Remember and 
Rise.” The Path led to the “John Hope 
Franklin Reconciliation Park.” 

John Hope Franklin was the son of lawyer 
Buck Colbert Franklin, or the B.C. 

 

Franklin, referenced above, whose law 
practice at 312 North Greenwood Avenue 
was destroyed in the Massacre in 1921. 
John Hope was a celebrated African 
American historian, but it was B.C., also 
known as “Amazing Buck Franklin,” who 
caught my interest. 

B.C. was known for his defense of the 
victims of the Massacre. His eyewitness 
account, which was discovered in 2015, 
provides his description of the motive for 
the destruction: 

“For fully [forty] eight hours, the fires 
raged and burned everything in its path 
and it left nothing but ashes and burned 
safes and trunks and the like where once 
stood beautiful homes and business 
houses. And so proud, [rich], black Tulsa 
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was destroyed by fire--that is its buildings 
and property; but its spirit was neither 
killed nor daunted. It is however not 
within the purpose of this true story to 
dwell on this; nor is it our purpose to 
discuss here the cause or causes of this 
great shame, except to say that the chief 
cause was economic. The Negroes were 
wealthy and there were too many poor 
whites who envied them.” Smithsonian 
Institution, National Museum of African 
American History and Culture, "The Tulsa 
Race Riot and Three of Its Victims" (1931) 
by B.C. Franklin Transcribed and 
Reviewed by Digital Volunteers Extracted 
May-17-2021 10:42:04. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After a break for lunch, we were joined by 
LTC Wilson and CPT Dunlop who had 
successfully solved our tire problem, and 
we headed toward the Osage Reservation. 
Our vehicle for studying the plight of 
Native Americans whose ancestors 
suffered on the Trail of Tears and survived 
to reach Indian Territory, which in turn 
became the state of Oklahoma was the 
book Killers of the Flower Moon: The 
Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI, 
by David Grann. While it documents the 
murders of members of the Osage tribe in 
the early 1920s, it is somewhat evocative of 
a modern-day tragedy that is impacting 
Native Americans, as the New York Times 
labelled it, the “Crisis of Missing Women.” 

After a long morning absorbing the magnitude of the Massacre 
and its damages, both human and economic (above); and a visit 
to John Hope Franklin Reconciliation Park (above right); cadets 
were able to let off some steam as we devoured delicious rice 
bowl at Lone Wolf Banh Mi, in Tulsa. Comfort food. 
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In April of 2021, the Secretary of 
the Interior formed the Missing We had read the book and set out 
& Murdered Unit (MMU) is the to see what we could to give this 
Bureau of Indian Affairs to compelling story some context. 
investigate this phenomenon. What we found was much more 

than the cadets expected. Our 

The Osage murders present many 
parallels. Their reservation was 
sitting over oil deposits that 
made them among the richest Americans 
of their time. Many Osage, however, were 
dying mysteriously or being murdered 
outright. The nascent Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) was tasked with 
investigating. 

 

drive took us west to Fairfax, OK 
which is where many of the 
murders took place. The town 

looked like many we had seen on the Staff 
Ride, but some houses were notably 
products of wealth that oil revenue 
generated. These were on rolling plains, 
and in the spring, they were all green and 
lush. The oil infrastructure was still there, 
with pipelines becoming visible at regular 
intervals and storage tanks as well as 
intermittent oil wells. The only things that 
reminded us that the murders had taken 
place over 100 years ago were the dozens 
of wind turbines that swooshed as we 
passed. 

 
Cadets are required to prepare for the visit 
we make on our Staff Ride, but we don’t 
always tell them what we are going to see, I 
want them to be surprised and our visit to 
Pawhuska, OK was one of those places, 
and even I was surprised. The main street 
in Pawhuska was a movie set for a film 
based on Killers of the Flower Moon. Now 
I did know that Martin Scorsese was 
making a film based on the book, and I 
knew they were filming on location with 
Leonardo DiCaprio and a Native American 
actress (which I was glad to hear) Lily 

 

 

On the streets of Pawhuska, Oklahoma was movie set 
depicting nearby Fairfax (above left). The terrain was 
beautiful on the road between the two towns (left). 



On the Battlefields of Justice 

29 

 

 

 

Gladstone, as the leads. I even knew that 
Robert DeNiro, playing William Hale – the 
book’s bad guy - was injured while filming 
here, but the idea that the cadets would be 
here while the complete set was intact 
(albeit depicting the town of Fairfax)- that 
was a surprise. A pleasant surprise indeed. 

 
We returned to Tulsa late in the afternoon 
and headed to the Legacy Festival which had 
a string of performers, despite the 
somewhat sparse crowds in attendance. 

 
The next morning, May 31, the actual 
anniversary of the Massacre, we were set to 
leave Tulsa early, but had one 
more stop to make. We were 
reading a brand-new book, The 
Ground Breaking: An 
American City and Its Search 
for Justice by historian Scott 
Ellsworth, that included the 
search for the mass graves of 
Tulsa Massacre victims. There 
are reports, including one from 
1921 by the Red Cross that 300 people had 
died as a result of the Massacre. One site 
being investigated is Oaklawn Cemetery. 
Oaklawn lies in the shadow of Tulsa’s 
downtown which is across the Interstate, 
but clearly visible. In the southwest corner 
which abuts the Interstate and the famous 
U.S. Route 66, there is a large plot of land 
with only a smattering of tombstones, it is a 
place that some suspect is the site of a mass 
grave of victims of the Tulsa Massacre. It is 
less than a mile-and-a-half from Greenwood 
and is currently the focus of an investigation 
by forensic anthropologist Dr. Phoebe 
Stubblefield. Looking at a Google map of 

Pawhuska’s courthouse was the scene of the trial of 
William Hale (top above), and the rest of downtown 
Pawhuska looks like a movie set even though it’s real (I 
think). 
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the Cemetery, it would not be a stretch to 
conclude that if this were in fact, a mass 
grave, the Interstate construction might 
have subsumed some of its extent. No 
telling what the planned excavation might 
find. 

 
And it was Memorial Day. We paid our 
respects. 

 
Heading Back East 

 
As we drove to Little Rock Arkansas, Cadet 
Moran had one more pleasant surprise for 
us, David’s Burgers. Food is a big part of 
the immersion that we undertake to 
achieve on the Staff Ride. We usually 
avoid chains wherever it is humanly 
possible, except, that is 
when they are local 
chains, and by local, I 
mean really local. 
David’s Burgers in 
Arkansas is one of those 
“chains,” you know, 
where the founder and 

owner meets you as you walk-in and tells 
you his life story, shows you family 
pictures and then serves you the best 
burgers you’ve ever had, brings you ice 
cream and cleans off your table. 

 
Little Rock has been a frequent stop for 
the Staff Ride. It certainly has the history, 
the “Little Rock Nine,” trying to 
desegregate Central High School, court 
orders violated by Arkansas Governor 
Faubus, and West Point graduate and 
President of the United States Dwight D. 
Eisenhower federalizing the Arkansas 
National Guard and sending in units of the 
101st Airborne Division to ensure 
compliance with the law. Add in the 

Supreme Court’s 
landmark decision in 
Cooper v. Aaron, in 
which the Court finds 
the actions of the state 
of Arkansas to be 
unconstitutional, and 
you have a vivid picture 

The Cemetery is right outside of the City’s core. The degree of 
cover-up of this Massacre 100-years ago had to be massive, 
Someone must have known where the bodies were buried. 

The Oaklawn Cemetery is only one possible site for a mass grave 
of victims of the Tulsa Massacre. Archeologists were getting to 
begin a dig in the days after we departed. 
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of civil rights law in the 1950s. 
 

Little Rock is also a great place to run, walk 
and sightsee. The cadets get the afternoon 
off. 

 
The next morning the unthinkable happens. 
It is raining. As we head east to Memphis, 
another frequent stop, it is almost certain to 
be raining there as well. There is another 
problem, the Interstate-40 bridge across the 
Mississippi River into Memphis has been 
closed for a few weeks after it was found to 
have a fractured steel beam. I didn’t know 
about the rain in the weeks before the Staff 
Ride, but I did know about the bridge, so I 
had a Plan B. 

 
There are not too many bridges across the 
wide Mississippi in this part of the country, 
there are a few in Louisiana, but that was 
way too far south, and four in Mississippi, 
and only three in Tennessee. One of the 
four in Mississippi was the Helena Bridge, 
which would not take us too far out of the 
way, but Plan B is about more than a detour, 
it also has to have a substantive basis. This 
one had it. We would detour to visit the 
Elaine Massacre Memorial in Helena, 
Arkansas. The contrasts to what cadets had 
seen in Tulsa would be profound. And it 
wasn’t raining along our Plan B route. 

 
It was pointed out to me in Montgomery 
that the Elaine Massacre death toll may 
have exceeded the one in Tulsa. The Elaine 
Massacre was in 1919, Red Summer. Some 
African American sharecroppers gathered in 
a nearby church to discuss how they might 
benefit from the record cotton prices that 
year. There was some talk of joining a 

 

 

union. Suffice it to say that shots were fired 
either at or from the church, or both and a 
white man was killed. The local white 
population, fearing an uprising, gathered 
posses and blacks were massacred. There is 
some evidence that federal troops 
intervened, but rather than protecting the 
massacred blacks, they allegedly joined with 
the violent white mobs. Mass arrests of 
African Americans were followed by 
tortured confessions, rapid trials and death 
sentences. Estimates of the African 

Given the attention being paid to the Tulsa Massacre, the Elaine 
Massacre in 1919 that may have involved more deaths, gets little 
attention, despite the fact that it spawned a Supreme Court case. 
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Oxford Mississippi’s Courthouse is where this memorial to 
Confederate soldiers still stands. It says “they gave their lives 
in a just and holy cause.” They fought for slavery. That’s all. 

 
 

Americans that were killed were up to 300, 
but some say it was many more, one 
account has the number of blacks killed at 
856. 

 
The Massacre resulted in the Supreme 
Court case of Moore v. Dempsey (1923), 
and a majority 
opinion by Chief 
Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes 
that begins the 
Court’s long, slow 
path to asserting 
constitutional 
protections to 
criminal 
defendants. This 
ruling gave the 
defendants, 
rounded up and 
tried without due 
process in state 
criminal cases, 
the ability to 
challenge the 
outcome of those 
cases under the 
due process 
clauses using 
habeas corpus. It 
is also notable 
that the dissent by 
Justice James 
McReynolds is 
grounded in his unabashed racism. It 
should be noted that McReynolds refused 
to appear in the traditional photograph of 
the Court because he would have had to sit 
next to Justice Louis Brandeis, whom he 

refused to speak to because he was a Jew. 
 
The monument to the Elaine Massacre 
victims is beautiful, but underwhelming. 
It is on a town square in East Helena 
across from the federal courthouse. It 
does not seem to mention the names of 

victims, nor the 
circumstances of 
the Massacre. 
Also on the 
square is a 
memorial to 
Helena native 
and member of 
the rock group 
The Band, Levon 
Helm. More 
incongruously 
there is also a 
memorial to the 
County’s seven 
Confederate 
generals. I have 
no problem with 
the memorial to 
Levon. 

 
It was expressed 

to me that seeing 
all these massacre 
sites was very 
depressing. With 
that I cannot 
argue. I feel that 

the importance of memory outweighs this 
valid emotion. The point is that there were 
these terrible things and they happened all 
too often. They were not limited to the 
South, and they did not need a cogent 
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reason to take place. I am frequently asked 
how do Jewish people keep these types of 
memories alive? We value memory, we 
teach it to our children, we read the stories 
constantly, continuously, repeatedly. 

 

Crossing back across the Mississippi River 
we head for a respite at the Delta Blues 
Museum, and drive to Oxford, home to the 
University of Mississippi, and the Ajax 
Diner. Food and music are the salves that 
comfort us the way they comforted 
generations before us in the Delta. 

 
The battlefields of Elaine, Tulsa, Little Rock, 
and Ole Miss have something in common. 
In each case the military had some 
involvement. In Elaine the involvement is 
not quite clear, there were soldiers present, 
but their actions as well as their status is 
questionable. In Tulsa, the National Guard 
was under state control, with devastating 
consequences. In the latter two Presidents 
Eisenhower and Kennedy, respectively, 
federalized troops and brought in federal 
authorities to, among other things, ensure 
that National Guardsman toed the line. I 
told Staff Riders a story about a general who 
was involved in the latter two battles. In 
Little Rock, Brigadier General (BG) Edwin 
Walker was sent in with the 101st Airborne 
by the President. Walker was a West Point 
graduate, but not one to brag about. 
According to his obituary in the New York 
Times, the Army “accused the general of 
using an Army information program to 
subject his troops to "a propaganda barrage" 
that extolled the John Birch Society. Walker 
resigned from the Army, oddly one of the 
few general officers to do so, since it meant 
giving up his pension. In 1962, he also 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
appears as a civilian at Ole Miss directing 
the white supremacists intent on preventing 
James Meredith from enrolling at the 
University. At one point, ordered to a 
mental hospital, Walker is purported to be 
the basis for the character of General Jack 
D. Ripper, in the 1964 classic movie anti- 
war spoof, Dr. Strangelove. Sad to say, 
none of the Staff Riders had even heard of 
the movie. 

 
 

Cadets at Ole Miss with the statue of James Meredith who 
integrated the school in 1962. Led by a former Army general, 
white supremacists came from all over the state to prevent it. 

This is a Trash Panda. AA baseball games are a great way to relax, 
root for the home team and have some fun. P.S. the home team 
won 6-0. 
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We drove on to Huntsville, Alabama, 
Rocket City, U.S.A to spend the night and 
have a bit more forced fun. This time it 
was a Double-A baseball game, the Rocket 
City Trash Pandas were taking on the 
Chattanooga Lookouts. 

 
Chattanooga lost the game but was our 
next stop. In our fledgling study of Native 
American law, the city loomed large as the 
beginning of the brutal Trail of Tears, a 
product of the Indian Removal Act passed 
by Congress and signed by President 
Andrew Jackson in 1830 in to solve the 
“Indian Problem.” It wasn’t until 1838 
that President Martin Van Buren ordered 
General Winfield Scott to round up the 
Cherokee Indians to move them to Indian 
Territory in what would later become the 
State of Oklahoma. 

 
The Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians 

 
In Chattanooga, “The Passage” is a 
memorial to the Trail of Tears and the 
many Cherokees who perished on it. The 
Cherokee Reservation in Oklahoma that 
we had passed through was the final 
destination of many Cherokees who were 
exiled there, but not all. 

 
Some Cherokee were not forced to leave to 
Indian Territory. Principal Chief 
Yonaguska, a leader of Cherokee in 
Western North Carolina remained with his 
adopted son William Holland Thomas, 
along with others from the isolated 
Oconaluftee River Valley. Thomas, as a 
non-Indian was able to purchase back 
some of the tribal lands from the federal 

Marker at the beginning of the Trail of Tears (top); and “The 
Passage,” both in Chattanooga, commemorate the Trail of Tears 
(middle); the Cherokee Reservation in North Carolina (below). 
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Judge Bradley Letts meets cadets in Cherokee (top left). He lectured to cadets during class week and set up our amazing visit. West 
Point cadets and faculty get to meet Native American Veterans over dinner (top right). Veteran Warren Dupree (2nd from left) and his 
fellow Vets make presentations to the cadets (below left). Cadets meet with Principal Chief Richard Sneed (below right). 

 

  
 

government. The Eastern Band of the 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI) remains on the 
land and is a federally recognized tribe. We 
came to Cherokee, North Carolina to meet 
with members of the tribe. 

 
Judge Bradley Lett, who gave a lecture to 
our class of Staff Riders, is a member of the 
EBCI; he had graciously arranged for our 
visit which started at the tribe’s Robert S. 

Youngdeer American Legion Hall. We were 
met by Warren Dupree, a retired Marine 
NCO who led us around the town. Dupree is 
a member of the tribe and served his 
country proudly and honorably. This was 
the case with every veteran we met that 
night. As we pulled up to the Hall, we were 
joined by a large group of veterans eager to 
greet the cadets and join us for dinner and a 
pre-arranged program. 
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We were treated to a dinner of Indian fried 
bread tacos and heard war stories from the 
veterans. The members present included a 
veteran who served in World War II and 
veterans who served thereafter. As we sat 
all together in their auditorium each told 
us about why they served in the military as 
Native Americans, and what that 
experience meant when they returned 
home. They also told us the story of 
Private First Class Charles George, a 
member of the Tribe who served in the 
Korean War. George sacrificed his life to 
save his fellow soldiers, throwing himself 
on a hand grenade to save his comrades, 
for which he was awarded the Medal of 
Honor. George, they noted, was 
memorialized in Cherokee with a statue 
and bridge over the Oconaluftee River. It 
was an inspiring session. At its end they 
presented each Staff Rider with mementos, 
and gave us a copy of a book entitled, Why 
We Serve: Native Americans in the Armed 
Forces. 

 
The next morning Dupree took us for a 
visit with the Tribal Principal Chief 
Richard Sneed. The Tribal government is 
divided into three branches, not unlike the 
federal government with an executive -- 
the office of the Principal Chief and Vice 
Chief; a legislature -- the Tribal Council; 
and the Judiciary. Principal Chief Sneed, 
the elected chief executive, sat down with 
the Staff Riders to talk about Tribal 
governance. 

 
The Tribe seems to be very focused on 
providing its members with social services. 
Sneed was wary of looking to the federal or 
the state government for these services 

and extolled the local (Tribal) government 
as the best source of providing these 
services tailored to the needs of the 
locality. The Tribe is financially very 
secure, and this certainly plays a role in its 
success. 

 
We left Cherokee after a visit to the 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian, and 
made our way to Greensboro, NC where 
we would leave LTC Wilson and head 
north. We ended the day in Farmville, 
Virginia where we had our last dinner 
together. In the morning we drove by the 
Moton School, which was one of the 
schools in a desegregation case, Davis v. 
County School Board 
of Prince Edward 
County, that was 
combined in the 
Brown v. Board of 
Education case. 
Today the School is a 
museum, and an ever- 
present reminder that 
separate but equal 
was never equal. 

 
There was one more 
monument that we 
needed to visit before returning to West 
Point. In Charlottesville, Virginia the 
statue of Robert E. Lee that was at the 
center of a white supremacist, and neo- 
Nazi rally that shook that City, and the 
country, and which the 2018 Staff Riders 
saw with bestselling author John Grisham, 
was still standing pending its planned 
removal in July of 2021. We hope we’ll 
never see it again. 

Another Confederate statue 
gone, in Farmville, VA 
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The 2021 West Point Civil Rights Staff 
Ride Report is dedicated to the 

memory of our friend, 
MaryEllen Thibodeau 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The West Point Civil Rights Staff Ride is a course at the 
United States Military Academy. The Staff Ride is a 
project of the West Point Center for the Rule of Law, 
funded by gift funds. Thanks to the late Mike 
Boulegeris his mother Mary and his sister Georgette, 
and Rick and the late MaryEllen Thibodeau, for their 
generous support. The Staff Ride was created by Dr. 
Robert J. Goldstein and is supported by the West Point 
Department of Law. Cadet assignments include 
blogging on the Civil Rights Staff Ride blog available on 
-line at: https://usmacivilrights.wordpress.com/. Follow 
Dr. Goldstein and the Staff Ride on Instagram: 
@rjgoldstein. 
*The views expressed herein are those of the author 
and do not reflect the official policy or position of the 
Department of the Army, Department of Defense, or the 
U.S. Government. 

 
Cover photo: Black Wall Street mural at OSU Tulsa 
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