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Family, friends, U.S. Military Academy leadership and Class of 2024 Cadets 
gathered in Crest Hall Friday for the 23rd annual West Point Association of 
Graduatesʼ Ring Melt, sponsored by the USMA Class of 1966. Sixty-seven rings 
were donated and melted into a gold ingot that will be included into the Class 
of 2024 rings and future class rings. This yearʼs donated rings represented the 
classes of 1924 to 2006 with 11 rings from the 50-year affi  liate class, USMA 
Class of 1974. (Right) Class of 2024 Cadet and Ring/Crest Chairman Sayana 
Lopes holds the crucible with the 67 rings prior to being melted down. (Above) 
The process of melting down the rings that will become the gold ingot.            
             Photos by Sgt. 1st Class Ashley Mendeke/West Point Band and Eric S. Bartelt/PV
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O’Neill HS senior earns Heisman scholarship
The Heisman Trophy Trust announced in early 
November the 2022 school winners for the Heisman 
High School Scholarship. John Novoselich (left) 
from James I. O'Neill High School in Highland 
Falls, N.Y., was chosen as a school winner for 
the national program and has a chance to earn 
state and national awards. From an applicant 
pool of thousands of high school scholar-athletes 
graduating with the Class of 2023, more than 
5,700 scholar-athletes have been named school 
winners in the Heisman High School Scholarship 
competition awarded by The Heisman Trophy 
Trust. School winners will continue on for 
the chance to become state winners, national 
finalists or national winners. State winners 
receive a $1,000 college scholarship, national 
finalists receive a $2,000 college scholarship 
and the male and female national winners will 
each receive a $10,000 college scholarship. A 
complete list of school winners can be found at 
https://www.heismanscholarship.com/resuIts/. The 
Heisman Memorial Trophy is annually awarded to 
the most outstanding college football player in 
the nation. The Heisman High School Scholarship 
extends the Heisman prestige to our nationʼs most 
esteemed high school seniors by recognizing 
and rewarding outstanding scholar-athletes who 
understand that the most important victories not 
only happen on the fi eld, but in their schools and 
communities. These remarkable young leaders 
set the example and make a game-changing 
diff erence every day, paving the way to greatness 
for everyone around them. To apply, students 
must be graduating with the Class of 2023, have 
a cumulative weighted high school grade point 
average of a B (3.0) or better, participate in at least 
one of the sports recognized by the International 
Olympic Committee, the Paralympic Games and/
or the National Federation of State High School 
Association and be a leader in his/her school and 
community.                 Courtesy Photo
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Thank you to the West Point and Highland Falls 
communities and interested parties across the 
Nation for your years of support of the Pointer 
View printed edition since 1947. However, the 
Pointer View will only be available in digital 
format starting Feb. 2 and can be found at https://
www.westpoint.edu/news. The archives of PDFs 
since 2006 will still be available online.
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Class of 2024 celebrates 500th Night
IN FOCUS: CLASS OF 2024's 500TH NIGHT

Class of 2024 Cadet and Class President Thomas Ward gives a cadet bust to guest speaker, retired Lt. Gen. Nadja West, 
after her speech at the annual 500th Night Banquet Saturday at the Cadet Mess Hall.  Photo by Kyle Osterhoudt/USMA PAO 

By Jorge Garcia
PV Staff Writer

The Class of 2024 Cadets finally reached a 
pivotal milestone during this academic year as 
they gathered at Washington Hall to celebrate 
the annual 500th Night Banquet on Saturday, 
marking their 500 days until they graduate from 
West Point. 

Cadets entered the Mess Hall in their dress 
uniforms. Meanwhile, some wore silk gowns 
and trimmed suits as they enjoyed delectable 
beverages while socializing with West Point 
leadership and special guests leading up to the 
banquet feast.

Class of 2024 Cadet Alexander Mobley 
sought inspiration when he attended the 
ceremony and was thrilled to share this 
momentous occasion with his colleagues and 
close friends.  

“The 500th Night Banquet was a great 
opportunity to interact with my class,” Mobley 
said. “I consistently feel inspired by these types 
of events. It made the weekend one to look 
forward to and remember.”

During the ceremony, the key speaker, 
retired Lt. Gen. Nadja West, shared some 
important lessons about leading a team 
during a crisis and the importance of effective 
communication and humility.

Any possible threat can drastically change 
how the U.S. Army operates, and West made 
that clear to cadets as she used examples such as 
the pandemic and current worldwide conflicts to 
underscore the importance of enduring a crisis 
while instilling confidence in Soldiers. 

“During times of crisis, you must be a 
leader of character, so your people know that 
they can trust you when you have to make hard, 

unpopular choices,” West said. “You have to 
be transparent so those you lead understand 
what’s happening and why so they don’t resort 
to assuming the worst.”

West added that a leader has to resonate with 
their Soldiers and understand the importance of 
empathy. 

“You must have the humility to know 

that you do not have all the answers,” West 
explained. “You must rely on a diverse team 
with a wide range of perspectives that are 
empowered to tell you the truth and are able 
to respectfully disagree without retribution.”

The Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Steven 
Gilland, extended his appreciation to the 
parents who attended the event and expressed 

how happy he was to have them celebrate this 
milestone with their sons and daughters. 

“We know you are incredibly proud (of your 
sons and daughters) for what they accomplished 
so far as cadets at the U.S. Military Academy,” 
Gilland said. “It takes a village to develop 
leaders and our family members and parents 
are very critical members of that village. The 
cadets couldn’t have done it without your 
support and encouragement so thank you for 
all that you do.”

Class President Thomas Ward also shared 
some words of encouragement with his fellow 
cadets to remind them of the struggles and 
triumphs the Class of 2024 has battled through 
leading up to this point.

“Things have made our journey difficult ... 
they’ve broken and shaped us into people who 
will soon be fit to lead our country through 
the most strenuous circumstances, and they 
will ultimately make us into the leaders the 
American people are expecting us to become,” 
Ward said.

Ward added that as the Class of 2024 gets 
one step closer to graduation, they will ready 
themselves for all the challenges serving in the 
U.S. Army and the Nation will bring.

“As you complete the last 500 days as a 
cadet, use these uncertain times to reflect on 
how you can fine-tune or totally revamp what 
you must be, know and do as a leader during 
times of crisis,” West said. “I would ask that 
you also spend time to cultivate or continue that 
migration of all that you’ve learned from being 
not just matters of the head, but being  matters 
of the heart, because in the end that’s where 
leadership starts and that’s what leadership is 
all about.”

Members ot the Class of 2024 stand prior to the beginning of the annual 500th Night Banquet Saturday at the Cadet 
Mess Hall.                         Photo by Jorge Garcia/PV 
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See RING MELT, PAGE 5

(Above) A group photo of all the participants of the 23rd annual West Point Association of Graduatesʼ Ring Melt Friday 
in Crest Hall. (Below) The gold ingot with the crucible after the melting process.                  
         Photos by Eric S. Bartelt/PV and Sgt. 1st Class Ashley Mendeke/West Point Band

Ring Melt connects past graduates with USMA Class of 2024
By Eric S. Bartelt
PV Managing Editor

A remarkable amalgamation of the spoken 
word, video and reading material highlighted 
the narrative of the tangible connection between 
past graduates of the U.S. Military Academy 
and the current members of the Corps of Cadets 
that is bonded and forged together by a band of 
gold. It is within that gold those generations of 
the Long Gray Line meld to unite with the men 
and women who currently walk the hallowed 
grounds of the Hudson Valley fortress.

It all came together at the 23rd annual West 
Point Association of Graduates’ Ring Melt, 
sponsored by the USMA Class of 1966, Friday 
at Crest Hall on West Point. Sixty-seven rings 
were donated and melted into a gold ingot that 
will be included into the Class of 2024 and 
future class rings.

This year’s donated rings represented the 
gamut of the Classes of 1924 to 2006, from 
a combination of deceased and living donors, 
with 11 rings from the 50-year affiliate class, the 
Class of 1974, and one ring from the 100-year 
affiliate class, the Class of 1924.

The program, the Class Ring Memorial 
Program, has grown by leaps and bounds since 
its origins during the academy’s Bicentennial 
year when it started from an idea by USMA 
Class of 1958 graduate, retired Lt. Col. Ron 
Turner, and led to 31 rings initially donated 
for the first melt in November 2000 for the 
Class of 2002 to be forever bonded with its 
predecessors. It is now a very popular program 
among graduates that AOG has cultivated over 
the ensuing 23 years.

“I think it is a testament to (former AOG 
director of class services) Tony Ferraiuolo who 
started this program,” said Debbie Edelen, AOG 
director of class services and USMA Class of 
1992 graduate. “It’s a testament to the program 
that continues to grow as more people hear 
about it and through word of mouth. The 50-
year affiliate donated 11 rings, which is a large 
number in one year for a class, and I think that 

shows the strength of the 50-year affiliation to 
the cadet class they are affiliated with and that 
those graduates think it is important enough to 
want their rings represented in the class rings 
coming up.”

After Friday’s melt, the donated ring count 
is at 807 rings total over 23 years across the 
spectrum of classes ranging from 1896 to 2006. 

The ceremony, which started modestly in Rhode 
Island in 2000 at the company that performed 
the first few melts, has now blossomed to 
an event where families come and cadets 
participate in to honor generations of graduates 
at the academy. 

“We had record numbers from the donor 
families who attended this year,” Edelen said. 
“It shows what a tribute it is to the program and 
the importance that it has for families because 
like many of the families said today, they feel 
this is where their loved ones’ rings belong — 
going back into the Long Gray Line.

“It’s not just a phrase, the Long Gray Line, 
it is a long standing connection,” she added. 
“It’s pretty much tied together by Duty, Honor, 
Country and that selfless service that ties us all 
together.”

To make it all come together seamlessly, 
it took a village to make it succeed, which 
included putting the word out by various social 
media means and communication through 
other programs such as the Memorial Support 
Program. 

Edelen also credits not only the many 
people at AOG for its work, but also the video 
team from Public Affairs, the Directorate 
of Cadet Activities for allowing the use of 
Crest Hall, the USMA leadership team of the 
superintendent, commandant and the dean who 
participated and the cadets.

“The fact that (the leadership team) was 
here shows how important it is to them,” Edelen 

said. “I’m excited to play just a small role on 
this big team and just pull it all together, and 
I’m very honored to play a part in it.”

Edelen, who took over as director of class 
services about two months ago, gave much 
kudos to her predecessor, Cathy Kilner, for 
the work she did prior to and after she left the 
position to help make the event run as smoothly 
as possible.

“When you talk about teamwork, Cathy 
moved on to another job, but she spent a lot of 
time just making sure that during my transition 
(into the job) this was going to go well,” Edelen 
said. “She offered a lot of time to coach me 
along with all the intricacies and making sure 
that we hit all the marks that we needed to be 
able to pull off this important ceremony.” 

The ceremony offered its fair share of 
laughter and smiles through family member 
orations, but it also brought a tone of solemn 
when reflecting on a group like the Class of 
1966, who sponsored the event this year, who 
had 29 classmates die during the Vietnam War. 
One member of the class had his ring donated, 
retired Lt. Gen. David Kelley. 

For someone like Edelen, it was emotional 
for many reasons as it was a reminder of her dad, 
David Vann, USMA Class of 1965, and it  came 
to the forefront as one of his classmates’ rings 
was donated, retired Col. Henry Dermody Jr.

“I have to admit I got a little emotional, I 
knew (Dermody) … and when I worked at West 
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“RING MELT,” cont’d from Page 4

Class of 2024 Cadet and Class President Thomas Ward holds a container of 
gold shavings from previous melts before pouring it into the crucible Friday 
at Crest Hall.                     Photo by Eric S. Bartelt/PV

Point (years ago) I talked with him all the time, 
however, I didn’t know that he had passed,” 
Edelen said. “Now, his grandson (Class of 2024 
Cadet Nathan Lampshire) is here, and to hear 
his grandson talk about how his grandfather 
is the epitome of what he holds West Point to 
be, the legacy and he said he really wants to 
be like him.

“It was really special to be a part of a ring 
melt and actually have one of those rings belong 
to somebody who is so special to me and special 
to his class,” she added, “and special to the 
Long Gray Line because he did a lot to support 
West Point.”

As Edelen eloquently said, the ring 
ceremony is “the continuity of the West Point 
Family,” and once all the 67 current rings and 
some shavings from previous years were added 
to the crucible to be melted into the gold ingot, 
the new recipients and future ring bearers were 
excited to have a piece of history with them for 
their upcoming careers.

“It was incredibly special with metal from 
rings from the 19th century amongst that gold 
and to be a part of a tradition that is so rich, it 
means so much to so many people and their 
families, too,” said Class of 2024 Cadet and 
Class President Thomas Ward. “To have the 

opportunity to continue a legacy dedicated to 
service and honorable leadership, and being 
leaders of character that our country needs for 
our democracy to survive, it is a heavy burden, 
but it is something we all assume with great 
pride and honor.”

Ward had a speaking part during the 
ceremony while also introducing some of the 
donors and placed the gold shavings of previous 
rings into the crucible before it headed to 
Bartlett Hall where the rings were melted down 
before the return back to Crest Hall for the final 
part of the ceremony. His piece in the ceremony 
was an extraordinary experience for him.

“I remember writing in my admissions essay 
to West Point about dreaming of looking out 
over the Hudson River and knowing I’m a part 
of the Long Gray Line, and today I feel that and 
I’m grateful for that,” Ward said. “I’m grateful 
to know that because of the sacrifices and 
successes of those who have come before us and 
have paid so many costs, and, sometimes the 
ultimate costs, I am able to be here to continue 
the tradition that began many years ago.”

One of the things Ward reflected on is 
not only the lineage that leads to his class but 
what it will look like in the years ahead at the 
possibility of his ring being a part of the Class 

of 2074 and other future classes.
“Sitting in my seat, I was thinking about 

that. I thought about how much of a privilege 
it is … to have the opportunity to give my West 
Point class ring back to a group of individuals 
50 years from now who are going to continue 
the same thing that I am here to continue today,” 
Ward, who hopes to one day branch Infantry, 
said. “I would love to be a part of the ring 
donation in a ceremony years from now with 
the hopes of inspiring others to continue West 
Point traditions of being part of the great things 
that our successors will do.”

When talking about how the ceremony 
came about to get to Friday’s event, one of the 
people he talked glowingly of was Class of 2024 
Cadet and the Class Ring and Crest Chairman, 
Sayana Lopes.

“(Lopes) is the backbone of this, all credit 
goes to her — she’s been working on this since 
she started designing the crest plebe year, and 
she is absolutely incredible,” Ward said. “She’s 
the key reason that the Long Gray Line is going 
to be continued through the rings of the donors 
and for my class.”

Lopes said her role as the ring and crest chair 
began by forming the ring/crest committee to 
get opinions from all the companies in the class 
to what the crest will look like. It progressed 
with working with a graphic designer and led to 
the crest unveiling at the Class of 2024’s Plebe-
Parent Weekend in 2021. Then it all leads to 
the Ring Melt the day before their 500th Night 
Weekend event, which happened Saturday.

“It has been a big undertaking with everyone 
involved and I think it’s been a really good 
opportunity for the ring class committee to see 
the significance of the Long Gray Line outside 
of West Point,” Lopes said. “It is very hard to 
see what that means when you are in the thick of 
it and in the middle of going from class to class 
and busy for the past three years, so taking a 
step back and realizing what it means to be from 

West Point — I think it is really cool for us.”
For Lopes, it meant a lot to be a part of 

the ceremony because, “it’s honoring the 
legacy of everyone who came before us.” She 
is a prior service cadet who was a 35 Foxtrot, 
Intell Analyst, and understands that being in 
the Army is “you’re a part of something bigger 
than yourself.”

“It is so meaningful and respecting the 
sacrifices the old grads have made is really 
humbling to be a part of and experience that (at 
the ceremony),” Lopes, who hopes to branch 
one of Explosive Ordnance Disposal, Military 
Intelligence or Infantry, said.

Once the Jostens Ring Company make 
the rings, the rings will forever bond them to 
previous grads.

In August, the emotions will be amplified 
as the Ring Ceremony takes place for the Class 
of 2024. The excitement is brewing for that 
day to come.

“I’m really excited and I know that everyone 
in our class is really excited … but I don’t think 
we’re going to realize how special until we put 
on our rings,” Lopes said.

Ward can’t wait for the moment to put on his 
ring and what it will mean to him symbolically 
for his future and those grads who will live on 
within his ring.

“We’re honored that once we receive our 
rings in August that we’ll be able to carry on 
their legacies each day with us,” Ward said. “It 
will be symbolic … to whom I aspire to be and 
someone who is dedicated to honorable service 
and leadership.

“It’s looking to serve our country and 
improve the lives of freedom loving citizens, 
not just in America but throughout the world,” 
he concluded. “The ring is going to symbolize 
not just my accomplishments or achievements 
here, but the dreams I have for myself, our 
country and the legacy that’s been handed down 
through that.”

 

 

Class of 2024 Cadet Jorge Hurtado speaks with Bill Molloy, the son of Col. 
Cornelius Molloy Jr., U.S. Military Academy Class of 1944, before the Ring Melt 
Ceremony Friday at Crest Hall.                 Photo by Eric S. Bartelt/PV
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See SELFLESS SERVICE, PAGE 7

 POINTIN FOCUS: REMEMBERING FRANCES HESSELBEIN

A Lifetime of Selfless Service to the Nation

Since 2006, the Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) established the 
Frances Hesselbein Student Leadership Program (FHSLP) at U.S. Military 
Academy and U.S. Air Force Academy, an annual intensive weeklong opportunity 
for high school students. Local students continue to benefit from the fully paid 
program annually.           Courtesy Photo

By Retired Col. Diane Ryan, Ph.D.
Former Behavorial Sciences and 
Leadership Academy Professor

Frances Hesselbein, transformational leader, 
Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient and 
former Class of 1951 Chair for the Study of 
Leadership in the Department of Behavioral 
Sciences and Leadership (BS&L) at the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point, passed away 
peacefully on Dec. 11, 2022 at her home in 
Easton, Pennsylvania. She was 107 years old.

Hesselbein was born in South Fork, 
Pennsylvania, in 1915 and lived more than half 
of her life in nearby Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 
She often described this community as “big 
coal, big steel, big hearts” and credited it with 
developing her appreciation for the inherent 
worth of all people and preparing her for a 
lifetime of service. Following years as a Girl 
Scout troop leader and United Way volunteer, 
Hesselbein accepted her first paid job in 1970, 
directing the regional Girl Scout Council in 
Western Pennsylvania. Six years later she was 
invited to New York City to interview for the 
CEO role of a declining national organization 
— a position no internal candidate had ever held 
in over 50 years. 

Figuring she had nothing to lose, Hesselbein 
told the hiring committee that the Girl Scouts 
needed to change if they wanted to remain 
relevant and described her vision to transform 
the organization to meet the demands of the 21st 
century. She landed the job.

Coincidentally, Hesselbein became the Girl 
Scouts USA CEO in 1976 — the same year 
women were admitted to the service academies. 
Her initiatives over the next 14 years not only 
created a future facing organization but also 
increased the leadership capacity of society 
immeasurably. 

Among her many accomplishments include  
reversing a sharp decline in membership by adding 
over a quarter million new members and 130,000 
adult volunteers; tripling underrepresented 
minority membership; implementing a new 
series of handbooks ensuring all types of girls 
were represented and introducing new badges for 
topics of growing importance including STEM, 
leadership and physical fitness, and instituting 
a professional leader development program 
designed by Harvard Business School. 

Her success prompted leadership scholar 
Peter Drucker to declare her “the best leader in 
America” and, in 1990, she was the first woman 
and the first non-profit leader to be featured 
on the cover of BusinessWeek magazine. That 
same year, she stepped down from Girl Scouts 
and became the founding director for the Peter 
Drucker Institute for Non-Profit Management, 
subsequently named Leader to Leader Institute, 
and then renamed the Frances Hesselbein 
Leadership Institute. 

She continued at the helm of this organization 
until it moved to the University of Pittsburgh 
in 2016. In 1993, President Clinton awarded 
Hesselbein the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
— the nation’s highest civilian honor. In 2015, 
Fortune named her 37th on its list of the world’s 
50 greatest leaders.

Following a Gettysburg field trip for private 
sector leaders in 1996, Hesselbein became a 
trusted mentor and counsel to numerous senior 
Army leaders. Gen. Dennis Reimer (USMA 
‘62), 33rd Chief of Staff of the Army, said 
“Hesselbein was invaluable in helping us to 
understand the key considerations associated 
with the change the Army was experiencing 
at the end of the Cold War. She became one of 
the Army’s greatest ‘ambassadors’ traveling to 
posts and installations across the globe, inspiring 
Soldiers and family members of all ranks and 
ages with a message of hope for the future.” 
Similarly, Gen. Eric Shinseki (USMA ‘65) 
acknowledged “her insights were invaluable 
and so impressive that she became a personal 
touchstone for much of my own work in leader 
development and generalship during my tenure 
as Army Chief of Staff.”

In 2006, the Military Child Education 
Coalition (MCEC) established the Frances 
Hesselbein Student Leadership Program 
(FHSLP) at U.S. Military Academy and U.S. Air 
Force Academy, an annual intensive weeklong 
opportunity for high school students. 

MCEC has subsequently trained and 
developed hundreds of military-connected 
student leaders over its 16-year history. 

“Frances led an extraordinary life and we 
at MCEC, along with the military students and 
families we serve, were blessed to be associated 
with her these many years,” said MCEC 
President and CEO Col. Rebecca Porter. “The 
students who were selected for the FHSLP loved 
spending time with Frances, either in person or 
remotely, whenever they could. She is truly a 
national treasure.”

The totality of these accomplishments and 
her notable contributions in support of the 
military led to Hesselbein’s selection as the third 
Class of 1951 Chair for the Study of Leadership 
in BS&L, becoming the first civilian and first 
woman to hold the position. 

Reflecting on her selection, department 
head at the time, Brig. Gen. Tom Kolditz, 
said, “Frances combined her leadership with 
an effective yet rare leader quality: grace. 
This was exciting, because I always saw grace 
exhibited by our best senior leaders but did not 
see it that often in more junior officers.  Frances 
represented the epitome of graceful leadership.” 

She set a new standard for the role by 
forming “Team Service” made up of staff and 
faculty members to carry out three goals for 
the academy: 1.) To provide cadets exemplary 
experiences that inspire commitment to service; 
2.) To instill “to serve is to live” in every 
learning opportunity; and 3.) To engage cadets 
and great thought leaders in strengthening their 
commitment to sustaining democracy. 

In addition to attracting numerous highly 
regarded guest speakers to the academy 
each month, Hesselbein’s efforts resulted in 
significant expansion of the BS&L Academic 
Individual Advanced Development program and 
sparked the creation of what is now USMA’s 
annual McDonald Conference for Leaders 
of Character. In 2012, BS&L established the 
Frances Hesselbein Award for Excellence in 
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Servant Leadership, given annually to the 
graduating cadet who best exemplifies her legacy 
of selfless service. 

Brig. Gen. Bernard Banks, former professor 
and head of the department said “Frances’ 
example of leadership and personal ethos as 
the Class of 1951 Chair were reflective of her 
stanch belief in the academy’s mission statement.  
Frances was extremely proud of being a U.S. 
citizen who was privileged to respectfully 

“SELFLESS SERVICE,” cont’d from Page 6
engage with people around the globe. She 
understood the importance of embracing 
professional excellence and service to nation, 
and both undertakings resided at the core of all 
her actions.”

Current Head of BS&L Col. Everett 
Spain shared “Frances taught me two critical 
perspectives that I still work to emulate in my 
own life and leadership, ‘To serve is to live’ 
and ‘Can I find myself in you?’ BS&L is deeply 

thankful that Frances served as our Class of 
1951 Chair.”

“Frances Hesselbein was one of the most 
impactful and admirable ‘Level 5’ leaders 
of the last century,” bestselling author and 
subsequent Class of 1951 Chair Jim Collins 
noted. “She taught me that one of the greatest 
sources of energy is leadership done in a spirit 
of service. Her most enduring impact is through 
the multitude of leaders — in business, in the 

military, in the social sectors — inspired by 
the guiding principle of her life: ‘To serve is to 
live.’ We have lost an irreplaceable light in our 
world, and in our lives. Her greatest gift was her 
uplifting example.”

A Celebration of Life is planned for 11 a.m. 
Feb. 4 at St. Bartholomew’s Church, 325 Park 
Avenue, New York. In keeping with Hesselbein’s 
longstanding approach to leadership, all are 
welcome.         

West Point Nordic Ski Club partners with Vermont NG, Army’s Biathon Team
Story and photos by Class of 2025 
Cadet Sierra Bennett-Manke and Maj. 
John Georg Department of Foreign 
Languages

Taking advantage of a rare opportunity to 
partner with the Vermont National Guard and 
the U.S. Army Biathlon Team, nine cadets 
from the West Point Nordic Ski Team, led by 
Class of 2025 Cadet Sierra Bennett-Manke, 
a Department of Foreign Languages German 
minor, and Maj. John Georg, DFL German 
instructor, visited Camp Ethan Allen, Vermont, 
from Jan. 6-8. 

While there, several cadets successfully 
skied cross country for the first time and every 
cadet shot a biathlon rifle for the first time. 

In addition to several hours spent perfecting 
the art of moving across snow with skis attached 
to their feet, cadets participated in a relay with 
the biathlon rifles, practiced double poling in the 
gym, and received information about workouts 
to prepare them for 2023 cross-country skiing 
competitions in the upcoming weeks. 

Many cadets will be racing at Woodford, 
Vermont, and Lake Placid, New York, later 
in January, putting the skills they learned last 
weekend to the test.

Not only did cadets enjoy the process of 
learning a new skill, but they also learned the 
importance of this skill in the Army. Arctic 
warfare fighting is not a widespread discipline, 
but it will play an increasing role in future 
combat, as seen in combat operations in Ukraine. 

Commissioning leaders with experience in 
maneuvering on skis and maintaining those skis 
will promote the abilities of their future Soldiers 
and ensure the Army is prepared on all fronts.

It was a fantastic restart to the Nordic Ski 
Club after the restrictions COVID required for 
travel and competition limited their ability to go, 
but the Nordic Ski Club’s trip to the Vermont 
National Guard at Camp Ethan Allen is projected 
to be an annual event. 

This trip was, and future trips will be, an 
amazing opportunity to teach new skiers, train 
with biathlon rifles, begin preparation for cadets 
racing later in the season, and learn more about 
the significance of winter combat. 

The Nordic Skiing Club is excited to 
continue enhancing the leadership potential 
of cadets as they expand on their 47-month 
experience at West Point. Special thanks to the 
Vermont National Guard and to Maj. Kevin 
Elmer from the Army Biathlon Team for making 
this event happen.

West Point Nordic Ski Team member and Class of 2024 Cadet Nico Vargas with 
a member of the Vermont National Guard during training Jan. 6-8 at Camp Ethan 
Allen in Vermont.                               

Members of the West Point Nordic Ski Team and the Vermont National Guard pose for a photo during training Jan. 6-8 at Camp Ethan Allen in Vermont.  
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possible to reserve your child(s) class time. When you 
are fi lling out the forms, please designate your fi rst and 
second choices. On your fi rst day of class, sign the By 
Law form by the front door. The days and times that 
WPCGC are off ering for classes are as follows: 

• Ages 5-6 ad 7-9 (girls)—Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 6:30 p.m.;

• Ages 10-18 (girls)—Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
7:30 p.m.;

• Ages 5-6 (boys)—Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.;
• Ages 7-18 (boys)—Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
There is a fee and the fee breakdown is as follows 

per month:
• Annual registration — $75 one child, $85 per 

family;
• One child — $85;
• One child twice a week — $153;
• Two children — $161.50;
• Two children twice a week — $306;
• Three children — $238.
Tuition checks can be either mailed to WPCGC, P.O. 

Box 211, West Point, NY 10996 or brought in during 
class time.

Episcopal Church of the Holy Innocents 
Services, Food Pantry and Thrift Shop

The Episcopal Church of the Holy Innocents 
welcomes West Point residents to its historic church 
community. It was founded in 1847 by academy 
chaplains and professors, and located at 401 Main Street 
in Highland Falls, just a short walk from the main gate.  

The church is a Christ-centered community of 
compassion with a mission to share God’s love through 
worship, nurture and witness to its diverse and dynamic 
community. All are welcome in this place.

All are welcome to its food pantry on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of the month from 4-5:30 p.m. and its 
thrift shop, open on Thursdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Sunday Service Times:
• 8:30 a.m. at St. Mark’s Chapel (Fort Montgomery) 

with Holy Communion;
• 10-11 a.m.—Family service at Holy Innocents with 

Holy Communion;
• 5-5:30 p.m.—Shortened service with Holy 

Communion. 
We look forward to seeing you. Visit our website at 

https://holyinnocents2.wixsite.com/hihf/home. 

Highland Arts Alliance Photographers' Salon
The Highland Arts Alliance Photographersʼ Salon 

is hosting a yearly contributor photography exhibition 
through Jan. 28 at the Highland Falls Library, 298 Main 
Street in Highland Falls. See advertisment to left.

Open to Photo Salon participants, HAA members 
and non-member photographers. For details, visit www.
highlandsartsalliance.org/photographersalon.

(NEW) 2023 Philadelphia Flower Show
The West Point/Highland Falls Rotary Club is hosting 

a trip on March 7 to the 2023 Philadelphia Flower Show 
taking place at the Philadelphia Convention Center.  

There is a cost that covers transportation and 
admission. The bus departs from the Newburgh Mall and 
then returns in the evening.  

Call 845-446-7606 or send email to john_blanc@
hotmail.com for detailed information and to register.
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Army Education and Workshops 

The Army Education Center’s college 
courses are offered through the Army 
Education Center at West Point, located at 
683 Buckner Loop.

Graduate studies
• Long Island University — master’s 

degrees in school counseling, mental health 
counseling, marriage and family counseling 
— call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 
or email marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

AEC — Testing Office
 The Army Education Center at West Point 

offers the following Army Personnel Tests 
(APT) — AFCT, DLAB, DLPT and SIFT. We 
also offer the TABE and GT Predictor. 

Testing is offered by appointment only. 
To make an appointment, call 845-938-

3360 or email Janet Browne at janet.p.browne.
ctr@mail.mil or Melissa Siry at melissa.e.siry.
ctr@mail.mil. 

The AEC is also an Authorized Pearson 
VUE Testing Site, open on a space available 
basis to Soldiers, civilian personnel, military 
contractors and family members who hold a 
government ID card. 

Army Career Skills Program 
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) 

prepares Soldiers for civilian employment 
through first-class apprenticeships, on the 
job training, job shadowing, internships and 
employment skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an 
Army CSP up to 180 days prior to separation 
from the Army and after completion of the 
mandatory five-day TAP workshop. 

Transitioning service members can contact 
Heyman at kimberly.i.heyman.ctr@army.mil.

 
Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls 
Services

The West Point community is invited 
to attend any and all services at the Grace 
Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, 
in Highland Falls. 

The church is less than three miles from 
Thayer Gate and only two miles from the Bear 
Mountain Bridge. The church holds services 
on Sunday morning (Sunday School at 9:30 
a.m.; Worship service at 10:30 a.m.), Sunday 
evening (6 p.m.) and Wednesday evening (7 
p.m.), as well as seasonal Bible studies for 
men, women and college-aged students. 

Graceʼs church family encourages a warm, 
inviting atmosphere of worship and genuine 
friendliness. This unique body of believers 
love Jesus Christ and desire spiritual growth, 
as well as service-oriented care and concern 
for others. Transportation is provided as 
needed. For any questions, visit the church 
website at www.gracebaptistny.org. 

(NEW) Cornwall Public Library events
The Cornwall Public Library, located 

at 395 Hudson Street in Cornwall, offers 
community events for all ages to enjoy. 

Below is a list of some upcoming events 
at the Cornwall Public Library:

• Today, 4:30 p.m., Book Break Book 
Group, Book Pick: Horton Halfpott by Tom 

Angleberger—For grades 3 and 4. Register in 
person when you pick up a copy of the book 
at the library.

• Monday, 6 p.m., Dog Tales—For grades 
K-12. Read to a furry friend from Hudson 
Valley Paws for a Cause. Please register via 
the library’s online calendar for a 15-minute 
time slot of your choice — 6, 6:15, 6:30 or 
6:45. Registration is required and opens one 
week prior to the program.

• Jan. 28, 11 a.m., Chess Time—Enjoy 
a match with a friend or play with someone 
new. This program is open to all ages and skill 
levels. An instructor will be available to answer 
questions. This is a drop-in event.

For all registration, if needed, visit the 
library’s online calendar at https://www.
cornwallpubliclibrary.org/calendar/. 

(UPDATED) Tuesday Morning Protestant 
Women’s Bible Study

Join Protestant Women of the Chapel for 
weekly worship and devotions from 9-11 a.m. 
Tuesdays. 

All women connected to West Point 
(including spouses, active duty, retired, civilian 
employees/contractors and their spouses) 
are welcome to meet at the Post Chapel 
(Building 692 Biddle Loop) for fellowship 
over breakfast, worship, hear a devotion from 
a fellow PWOC member and participate in a 
Bible-based book study with a small group. 

PWOC will provide four different book 
studies during the bible study through May.

To facilitate this, childcare is provided 
for children ages 0 to 6 in the Chapel Nursery 
(Building 791). For up-to-date information, 
follow our Facebook page (West Point PWOC) 
or Instagram at @pwoc.westpoint. For more 
details, email wp.pwoc@gmail.com. 

(NEW) Thursday Evening Protestant 
Women’s Bible Study 

Looking for a way to dig deeper into 
Scripture and find a community of women to 
share life with? Come to the Protestant Women 
of the Chapel’s (PWOC) Bible study at 7 p.m. 
Thursdays. 

The “Call to Follow Jesusˮ by Kay Arthur 
is the spring semester book study. All women 
connected to West Point (including spouses, 
active duty, retired, civilian employees/
contractors and their spouses) are welcome 
to meet at the Post Chapel (Bldg. 692 Biddle 
Loop) to participate in a Bible-based book 
study with a small group. The group welcomes 
new members at any time. 

Childcare is not available for the Thursday 
evening study. Follow our Facebook page 
(West Point PWOC) for up-to-date information 
or email wp.pwoc@gmail.com.

West Point Community Gymnastics 
Club

The West Point Community Gymnastics 
Club is now in session for fall recreational 
gymnastics classes at the Gross Center. Fill out 
registration forms and send them in as soon as 
See COMMUNITY FEATURED ITEMS, 
PAGE 8
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Keller Corner: Weekly updates, COVID-19 info
 POINTIN FOCUS: KELLER CORNER UPDATES

KACH VAX clinic provides Flu and COVID vaccine
The Keller Army Community Hospital Vaccination Clinic 

is open on Fridays. 
The Vaccination Clinic is available for:
• Influenza (Flu) vaccine;
• The monovalent (prime series COVID-19 vaccine) and 

bivalent (the booster dose which addresses the original and 
omicron variant of COVID-19) Pfizer vaccination.  

To schedule an appointment for the flu vaccine, COVID 
vaccine, or both, call the Keller Appointment Line at 845-
938-7992 or 800-552-2907 from 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m. to schedule 
a vaccination time. 

The clinic is open every Friday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. COVID 
specified times are:

• Friday, from 8-11:30 a.m., for the adult population (ages 
12 years and older), for Pfizer monovalent or bivalent. 

• Friday, from 12:30-1:30 p.m., for the pediatric population 
(6 months-4 years old), for Moderna. 

• Friday, from 2-4 p.m., for pediatric population (ages 
5-11 years old), for Pfizer. 

The Bivalent Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine is 
authorized for use in individuals 12 years of age and older as 
a single booster dose administered at least two months after 
either: 

• Completion of primary vaccination with any authorized 
or approved monovalent COVID-19 vaccine, or

• Receipt of the most recent booster dose with any 
authorized or approved monovalent COVID-19 vaccine.

Flu vaccine times will be scheduled from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
The West Point Vaccine Clinic is located on the main/

KKeller CCorner
For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus 
information, Keller Army Community Hospital 
notifications, how to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
federal/state/local guidance and the U.S. Military 
Academy and Army Garrison West Point 
webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.mil/
West-Point-COVID-19-INFO/.

“MWR CALENDAR,” cont’d from Page 11
This program is free, but you must supply your own skates. 

For more details, call the West Point Skate hotline at 845-938-
2991.

2022-23 West Point Community Adult Intramural 
Hockey League

The MWR Intramural Sports Office is offering a Community 
Adult Intramural Hockey League. Games will be played through 
April 30 from 6-7:30 a.m. Mondays and Thursdays and noon-1:30 
p.m. Tuesdays at Tate Rink. 

It is open to active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired 
personnel and West Point family members. There is a nominal 
ice time fee for these games. 

To sign-up, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066 or 
visit westpoint.armymwr.com for more details.

West Point Community Noontime 3-on-3 Basketball 
League

The MWR Intramural Sports Office is offering a Community 
Noontime 3-on-3 Basketball League. Games will be played 
through April 14 on Monday and Thursday afternoons from 

12:15-1:15 p.m. at the Arvin Cadet Physical Development 
Center’s second floor. It is open to active duty personnel, DOD 
civilians, retired personnel and West Point family members. 

To sign-up, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066 or 
visit westpoint.armymwr.com for more details.

West Point Community Noontime 4-on-4 Volleyball 
League

The MWR Intramural Sports Office is offering a Community 
Noontime 4-on-4 Volleyball League. Games will be played 
through April 29 on Tuesday and Friday afternoons from 12:15-
1:15 p.m. at the Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center’s 
second floor. It is open to active duty personnel, DOD civilians, 
retired personnel and West Point family members. 

To sign-up, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066 or 
visit westpoint.armymwr.com for more details.

West Point Club Dinner-To-Go
New days and new menu items are available at the West 

Point Club. A few of the menu items to include baked ziti, rack 
of barbecue ribs, salmon with dill butter, barbecue pulled pork, 

macaroni and cheese and individual cheesecakes. 
The West Point Club’s Dinner-To-Go is available Wednesday 

through Friday. Place your order by 2 p.m. that day and specify a 
pick up time between 4–6:30 p.m. and pick up your meal at the 
West Point Club’s Benny Haven’s Lounge. 

Servings for four or six are available for a nominal fee. For 
pricing and menu items, visit thewestpointclub.com or call 
845-446-5506/5504.

Child and Youth Services Learn to Play Ice Hockey
The Child and Youth Services Learn to Play Ice Hockey 

sessions will be played on Sundays from 1-2 p.m. through Feb. 
26 at Tate Rink. It is open to youth ages 4-12 registered with 
CYS. Registration is now open at Parent Central, located at 140 
Buckner Loop. 

Volunteer coaches are needed and the program is tentative 
based on volunteer coaches. Open to players with little to no 
experience in the game of ice hockey. 

For a complete list of equipment that is needed, visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com. There is a nominal cost for these 
sessions. For more details, call 845-938-3208.

first floor in Keller Army Community 
Hospital, Room 1C20 — between the 
pharmacy and the entrance into the 
Allgood Clinic.

As a reminder:
• Vaccine recipients must present 

a Uniformed Services ID card or their 
DOD Beneficiary ID card at their 
vaccine appointment.

• The second dose of the primary 
series should be scheduled at least 21 
days after the first.

• The monovalent booster/third 
dose should be scheduled at least six 
months after completing your primary 

COVID-19 vaccination series (fully vaccinated). 
While we understand COVID guidelines are reduced 

in New York and neighboring states, and throughout West 
Point, the Defense Health Agency requires masks be worn 
while inside all military treatment facilities, including Keller, 
Mologne, DENTAC, etc. 

Please bring and wear your mask when getting your 
COVID vaccine, and please continue to maintain hand 
hygiene, sneeze/cough etiquette and social distancing when 
possible.

MHS GENESIS will GO-LIVE at KACH on Saturday
MHS GENESIS — the Military Health System’s new 

electronic health record — will be implemented at Keller 
Army Community Hospital on Saturday. When fully deployed, 

MHS GENESIS will provide a single health record for service 
members, veterans and their families.

The health record delivers data to healthcare teams wherever 
patients receive treatment — whether it’s at a medical facility 
within the Department of Defense, Department of Veterans 
Affairs or the U.S. Coast Guard. 

This record will stay with service members from the time of 
their enlistment through veteran status.

MHS GENESIS information can be found at https://www.
health.mil/MHSGenesis or on the Keller Internet page at https://
keller.tricare.mil/Patient-Resources/MHS-GENESIS-Info.   

An MHS GENESIS feature can be found at https://www.
army.mil/article/263048.

 
As a reminder — Now is the time to:
• Verify/update your information in DEERS. This will assure 

your information is correct in the MHS GENESIS Patient Portal 
and will limit delays or issues with claims, referrals or delivery 
of home prescriptions.

• Access the MHS GENESIS Patient Portal at https://
patientportal.mhsgenesis.health.mil. Create a free DS LOGON 
to access the MHS GENESIS Patient Portal. If you do not have 
a common access card (CAC), you will need to create a free DS 
Logon to access the Patient Portal. 

Follow the link to set up an account and once created, select 
“Upgrade to Premium Account” to view your health records.

Your action now will assist in a smooth transition to MHS 
GENESIS.



11January 19, 2023Pointer View

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

MWR events/off erings

MWR ANNOUNCEMENTS
(NEW) Father & Daughter and Mother & Son Dances at the West Point Club

Calling all dads, grandfathers, moms, grandmothers, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles and friends 
to the West Point Club’s annual Father and Daughter and Mother and Son Dances. 

The Father and Daughter Dance will be held from 6:30-9 p.m. on Jan. 27 and 28. The Mother 
and Son Dance will be held from 6:30-9 p.m. on Feb. 24. 

Enjoy a dinner buff et with dancing and an on-site photographer for both events. Don’t forget 
to dress in your Sunday’s best. There is a nominal fee for both events. 

To register, call 845-938-5120. For more details and a complete menu, visit www.
thewestpointclub.com.

(NEW) MWR Fitness Center Super Bowl Challenge
The MWR Fitness Center’s Super Bowl fi tness challenge is ongoing now through Feb. 11. 

Try to get 100 yards into the endzone to win a prize. The more times you get into the endzone, 
the more you can win. 

Complete all challenges to earn yards. Weekly challenges can only be completed once. One 
lucky fi nisher will be selected to get a free entry into the Shamrock Shuffl  e 5K in March. 

For a list of all the challenges, visit westpoint.armymwr.com or call 845-938-7060 for more 
information.

(NEW) USCCA Basic Pistol Course
The USCCA Basic Pistol Course will be held from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Feb. 26 at the Tronsrue 

Marksmanship Center. During the course, you will learn fi rearm basics (revolver/pistol), shooting 
fundamentals, gear and gadgets, basic/advance skills and fi rearm purchasing. 

This course includes live range time for practical application of the various shooting 
fundamentals and a USCCA certifi cate. There is a nominal fee for this courses. 

To register, visit westpoint.armymwr.com. For more details, call 845-938-1700. 

ACS Wee Read and Wee Play programs
The ACS Family Advocacy Program off ers play groups and story times for young children in the 

form of its Wee-Ones programming sessions. The sessions foster learning and social development, 
as well as provides community engagement opportunities for West Point parents. 

FEATURED EVENT

The current programming schedule is as follows — Wee-Play will take place from 9-10 a.m. 
weekly (for this season only), on Tuesdays. The upcoming dates for Wee-Play are this Tuesday, 
Feb. 7, 14, 21 and 28, and March 7, 14, 21 and 28. 

Wee-Read will take place from 9-10 a.m. bi-weekly, on Wednesdays. The upcoming dates 
for Wee-Read are Feb. 1 and 15, and March 1 and 15. Note that the schedule for Wee-Play has 
changed signifi cantly since last advertised, but the schedule for Wee-Read has remained the same. 

Both  programs will take place in the MST Building’s Gym (500 Washington Road). 
Wee-Ones programming is free and open to all ranks and DOD civilians with children ages 

4 or under. Space is limited, so registration is required. Please call 845-938-0633 to register. For 
more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

                                                                                                                                                            
Lake Frederick Cabin Rentals

The Lake Frederick Cabins are available for rental 12 months a year. Now available are four 
family style cabins with dining and table setting area. They include heat, mini fridge, picnic table, 
fi re ring and charcoal grill. 

Bunk House rental cost is $100 per night and $125 per night for holidays and all USMA 
events to include Plebe Parent Weekend, Ring Weekend, etc. For more details and reservations, 
call 845-938-2649.

Valentineʼs Date Night at the Tronsrue Marksmanship Center 
The Valentine's Date Night will be held from 6:30-9 p.m. on Feb. 9 at the Tronsrue Marksmanship 

Center. The cost is $100 for the date night package and includes range fee, 9mm box of ammo (50 
rounds), two targets and pistol rental to share with your signifi cant other.

Sessions are for one-hour range time. Couples can arrive anytime between 6:30-8 p.m. Register 
online at westpoint.armymwr.com, at the center or by calling 845-938-1700.

Cadet Appreciation Days at the Tronsrue Marksmanship Center 
As part of Cadet Apprecation Days at the Tronsrue Marksmanship Center, cadets receive a 

special discount for range fee ($10) and fi rearm rental ($5) on Wednesday, Feb. 8 and 15, March 
14 and 22, April 5 and 19, May 3, 9 and 12. 

Ammo and targets are available at regular listed price. The center is open Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and Thursdays and Fridays 6:30-9 p.m. This program is available 
to cadets only. For more details, call 845-938-1700. 

West Point Club’s Benny Haven’s Lounge is Open
Attention faculty, Soldiers, family members and civilians… The West Point Club’s Benny 

Haven’s Lounge is open for business. The lounge will be open from 4-9:30 p.m Thursdays and 
Fridays with new pub menu items available from 4-8:30 p.m. 

For a complete menu, visit thewestpointclub.com. For more details, call 845-938-5120. 

West Point Community Noontime Indoor Pickleball League
The MWR Intramural Sports Offi  ce is off ering a Community Noontime Indoor Pickleball 

League. Games will be played Wednesdays only through March 8 at the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center’s second fl oor courts. 

It is open to active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point family 
members. To sign-up, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066 or visit westpoint.armymwr.
com for more details.

Lunchtime Lap Swim at Crandall Pool
Lunchtime Lap Swim takes place from noon-1:45 p.m. on Wednesdays only at Crandall Pool. 

Crandall Pool is located in the Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center. It is free and open to 
active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point community family members. 

Please note the pool depth is between 8-16 feet and is not recommended for use by young 
children as there are no shallow areas. 

For more details, call 845-938-7060 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

SLAM (Sweat Like A Mother) Fitness Class with Krista
The Sweat Like A Mother (SLAM) fi tness class with Krista will be held Mondays, Thursdays 

and Fridays from 9:30-10:30 a.m. through March 31 at the Youth Center Gym located at 500 
Washington Road. 

There is a nominal fee for these classes and you can also bring your kids. Tickets on sale 
online or at the Fitness Center. For more details and pricing, visit westpoint.armymwr.com or 
call 845-938-6490.

West Point Community Skate Program
The West Point Community Skate Program will be held from 3-5 p.m. on Sundays through 

February. This season dates are this Sunday, Jan. 29 and Feb. 5, 12 and 26. 

 POINT IN FOCUS: MWR CALENDAR

See MWR CALENDAR, PAGE 10

Tronsrue Marksmanship Center Daily 
Specials at the Range

The Tronsrue Marksmanship Center is 
off ering Tuesday and Wednesday lunch time 
specials from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. for valid military/
DOD identifi cation holders to receive a $10 range 
fee and $5 fi rearm rental.

From 6:30-9 p.m. Thursdays, youth ages 12 
through 15, shoot for free (range and rental) plus 
one complimentary paper target. 

Youth must be on the same lane with a parent 
or guardian who is knowledgeable in fi rearm 
safety and instruction. 

There is a $10 range fee and $5 fi rearm rental 
for women. Specials cannot be combined with 
any other off ers. 

For more details, call 845-938-1700 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com. 



12 January 19, 2023 Pointer View  



13January 19, 2023Pointer View    SPortSSPortS

Wrestling defeats Queens, Gardner-Webb at meet
No. 21-ranked junior Ben Pasiuk earned a pin in his dual meet against Gardner-Webb to help Army wrestling to a tri-dual victory over the University of Charlotte 
52-0 and Gardner-Webb 20-15 Sunday in Boiling Springs, N.C.              Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By Emily Swanson
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point wresting team 
defeated Queens University of Charlotte 52-0 
and Gardner-Webb University 20-15 in a tri-
dual Sunday afternoon in Boiling Springs, North 
Carolina. Ethan Berginc, Trae McDaniel and 
Kade Carlson went undefeated in their matches.

 
How it Happened
The Black Knights dominated early on, 

winning all ten duals against Queens. Army’s 
Tanner Craig, Dillon Sheehy, Kade Carlson, 
No. 32 Ethan Berginc, Ryan Franco, and Trae 
McDaniel each won their duals by pins. 

In the dual against Gardner-Webb, No. 21 
Ben Pasiuk also won his dual by a pin.

 Tanner Craig kicked things off for Army in 
the 157 class. Craig went up against Queen’s 
Toure Moore. 

After a scoreless first period, Craig scored 
first with an escape. With 1:30 left in the second 
period, Craig extended his lead with a takedown 

making it a 3-0 dual, Craig defeated Moore with 
a 3-0 fall (4:25).

In the 165-weight class Dalton Harkins 
faced Vladimir Sukhikh. After a scoreless 
first period, Harkins struck first after scoring 
an escape. Harkins defeated Sukhikh by a 7-0 
decision after earning four points with a near 
fall.

 In the 174 class, Dillon Sheehy competed 
against Jay Skalecki where Sheehy bested 
Skalecki with a 4-2 pin (4:05). Sahm Abdulrazzaq 
faced Queen’s D’Andree Hunt in the 184 class. 

Abdulrazzaq struck first with earning 
two points from a takedown. With a 2-1 
lead Abdulrazzaq added points with another 
takedown. Dominating the match, Abdulrazzaq 
bested Hunt by a 17-2 tech fall.

Daniel Lawrence competed next in the 
197-weight class, going up against Riley Kuhn. 
Dominating the mat early, Lawrence got a 
takedown early in the match. Continuing to 
command the mat, Lawrence defeated Kuhn by 
an 18-4 major decision.

In the 285-weight class Kade Carlson went 

up against Queen’s Joshua Voelkel where 
Carlson defeated Voelkel with a 1:09 fall.

Following Carlson’s win was #32 Ethan 
Berginc in the 125 class where he faced Griffin 
Gonzalez. Berginc defeated Gonzalez with a 
12-2 fall (1:51).

In the 133-weight class, freshman Ryan 
Franco competed against Ananth Manibushan. 
Franco bested Manibushan by a 10-3 pin (4:19).

Julian Sanchez went against Melvin Rubio 
in the 144 class where Sanchez defeated Rubio 
by a major decision (12-4). With Sanchez’s win, 
Army extended their lead 46-0. 

Wrapping up competition for the Black 
Knights, freshman Trae McDaniel competed 
against Queen’s Nico D’Amico. With Army 
dominating the mat, McDaniel bested D’Amico 
by a 4-1 fall (1:56). The Black Knights defeated 
the Royals 52-0.

 In the Gardner-Webb dual, Nate Lukez 
got Army started, facing the Runnin’ Bulldogs’ 
Tyler Brignola in the 157-weight class. With 
Army continuing to command the mat, Lukez 
bested Brignola by a major decision (13-3). 

In the 165-class, Dalton Harkins faced #25 
Rodrick Mosley. Mosley defeated Harkins by 
a 5-2 decision.

 No. 21 Ben Pasiuk followed Harkins, where 
he competed against Gardner-Webb’s Andrew 
Wilson. Pasiuk dominated the mat defeating 
Wilson with a 30 second pin, a season best. After 
Gardner-Webb earned six points after earning 
two decisions over Army. 

Kade Carlson went up against Abraham 
Preston in the heavy weight. Carlson defeated 
Preston by a 6-2 decision.

 No. 32 Ethan Berginc competed against 
Drew West in the 125-weight class, defeating 
West with an 11-4 decision. With his win against 
West and Queens Griffen Gonzalez, Berginc is 
now 19-3 this season. Attempting a comeback, 
Runnin' Bulldogs cut into Army's lead, making 
a 16-15 dual. 

In the 149-class, Trae McDaniel faced 
Corbin Dion. Entering the third period, 
McDaniel continued to dominate the mat and 
led Corbin 11-1. McDaniel bested Corbin with 
a 14-2 major decision.
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Pabellon captures pommel horse title at West Point Open
Plebe Maddox Pabellon wrote the headlines for Army by capturing the pommel horse title Saturday evening in the individual event finals at the annual 
West Point Gymnastics Open. He is the sixth Black Knight to be crowned a champion in that event and first since 2014. Pabellon, one of six Army athletes 
who qualified for the individual finals, posted a personal-best score of 14.35, besting a field of eight qualifiers to include outpointing Penn Stateʼs Derek 
Schlagenhauf  (14.05) for that honor. Only six athletes scored in the 14-point range in that meet, the other four coming on vault. Blaze Kennedy turned in a 
strong performance placing fourth on pommel horse (13.55), joining Pabellon on the podium, along with fifth place on parallel bars (13.00). Jacob Nauman 
and Joseph Buselmeier rounded out Armyʼs medal winners placing fifth on floor exercise (13.65) and sixth on still rings (12.65), respectively. Also qualifying 
in other events were Jackson Pophal on parallel bars, Zachary Perez and Buselmeier on high bar with Nauman on vault.                Photo by Army 

Pointer View    

**View Army west Point schedule At www.goArmywestPoint.com/cAlendAr.AsPx?.

women's tennis

FridAy, 2 P.m.—rider, lichtenberg tennis center.

men's tennis

sAturdAy, 9 A.m.—north dAkotA, lichtenberg tennis center.

riFle

sAturdAy, 9 A.m.—John JAy, tronsrue mArksmAnshiP center.

Sports calendarSports calendar women's bAsketbAll

sAturdAy, 11 A.m.—nAVy, christl ArenA. (tV: cbs sPorts network.)

men's bAsketbAll

sAturdAy, 1:30 P.m.—nAVy, christl ArenA. (tV: cbs sPorts network.)

men's tennis

sAturdAy, 3 P.m.—colgAte, lichtenberg tennis center.

men's tennis

sundAy, noon—rider, lichtenberg tennis center.
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Rucker scores 29, men’s basketball improves to 5-1 in PL
Junior guard Jalen Rucker led Army West Point menʼs basketball with 29 points as the Black Knights defeated Boston University, 83-74, Saturday in Boston.                                                                  
                   Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By Eric Szczepinski
Army Athletic Communications

Army West Point (11-8, 5-1) led for the entire game in 
what was a closely battled contest in a 83-74 win over the 
Boston University Terriers (9-10, 2-4) Saturday afternoon at 
Case Gym in Boston. 

Jalen Rucker led the way for the Black Knights scoring 
a game high 29 points, shooting 4-6 from three-point land, 
and dishing out five assists.

Army got out of the gates quickly, jumping out to an early 
17-6 lead by the 13:46 mark.

During the early run, freshman Ethan Roberts sank a three 
to get Army on the board as Jalen Rucker and TJ Small also 
came up with three-point makes early.  

Rucker, who is having a terrific start to Patriot League 
play, continued his sharp shooting, sinking three three-
pointers in the first 13 minutes of the first half helping Army 
get out to a 25-19 lead.

Boston tied the game at 25-25 from a layup from Jonas 
Harper at the 6:10 mark, what marked a 19-8 Terrier run.   

Army was able to extend the lead with a TJ Small made 
three-pointer and an Ethan Roberts layup to grow the lead 
back to 32-26 with 3:45 to go in the half.  

Bostonʼs leading scorer, Walter Whyte knocked down a 
three cutting the lead, 32-29.

Army went into half time with a 40-36 lead. Army shot 
6-12 from three-point, including three makes from Rucker, 
two from Small and one from Roberts.  

Bostonʼs Walter Whyte had a perfect start, shooting 4-4 
from the field, including 2-2 from three-point for 12 points 
to lead all scorers at half.

To start the second half, Bostonʼs Jonas Harper connected 
on a three-pointer drawing Army's lead to one-point, 40-39.

Jalen Rucker picked up where he left off in the first half, 
drilling his first shot from three to give him four three-point 
makes on the afternoon. 

Jared Cross followed Rucker with a three-point make 
of his own and then a layup on the next possession to push 
Army's lead back up to seven, 50-43 at the 16:43 mark of 
the second half.

The Terriers continued its hot shooting as Jonas Harper 
made his second three-pointer. Through the first part of the 
second half, Boston shot 4-5 on three-pointers, including 
makes from Damon Tate and Caelan Jones, as Boston hung 
with Army, 62-61 by the 8:00 minute mark.  

With the game in the balance in the stretch run, Jalen 
Rucker was phenomenal, scoring 11 of his 29 in the final 

eight minutes. Rucker converted on a big three-point play, 
making a layup on which he was fouled, helping Army cling 
to a 65-61 lead.  

Bostonʼs Jonas Harper connected on his third three of the 
half, cutting the lead back to three, 73-70 with 3:57 to play.

However, down the stretch Rucker was a perfect 6-6 from 
the foul line as Army held on for the 83-74 victory.

Army was paced by Rucker (29), Roberts (15) and Charlie 
Peterson (11).

Boston saw four players in double digits, Walter Whyte 
(16), Jonas Harper (15), Ethan Brittain-Watts (11) and Caelan 
Jones (10).

Inside the Box Score
• Jalen Rucker connected on four made three-pointers. He 

has made 3-plus three-pointers in four of his last five games. 
In January he is shooting 18-25 (72%) from three.

• Rucker is averaging 24.4 in five games in the new year.
• Army is 5-1 in Patriot League play.
• Freshman Ethan Roberts scored 15 points. He has scored 

20 and 15 in his last two outings.
• Charlie Peterson scored 11 points, making it seven 

straight games he has scored 10-plus points, the longest 
streak of his career.


