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The Army West Point football team entered the fi eld carrying American fl ags (top and above right) and the Army West Point Marathon team (above left) took 
a photo in front of the 9/11 ʽNever Forgetʼ sign prominently displayed in order to pay homage to those aff ected 20 years ago at the 122nd annual Army-Navy 
Game Saturday at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, N.J.   Photos by Class of 2023 Cadets Tyler Williams (above), Hannah Lamb (bottom right) and Vivian Tsai (bottom Left)
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Three West Point cadets selected for Marshall Scholarship
By the West Point Public Aff airs Offi  ce

Class of 2022 Cadets Tommy Hall, Emma 
San Martin and Henry Thompson are three of 
41 recipients selected to receive the prestigious 
Marshall Scholarship for continued academic 
study following graduation and commissioning 
in May. West Point is fi rst in the nation for Class 
of 2022 Marshall scholarships.

“These cadets represent the best qualities 
of the academy through their leadership and 
scholarship,” said Dean of the Academic 
Board, Brig. Gen. Shane Reeves. “From 
Aeromechanics to Grand Strategy to Chinese 
Identity, they each focused on important work 
for our Army and Nation. The opportunity to 
study in the world’s leading graduate programs 
will enhance the already rich impact they are 
making.”

About the Marshall Scholars
Class of 2022 Cadet Tommy Hall
Hall, Company E-4, is a Mandarin major 

from New Orleans. As a Stamps Scholar, Hall’s 
research applied multidisciplinary approaches 
to understanding major China-related issues. 
This led him to establish the West Point 
Human Rights Lab, a team comprised of 10 
cadets who are currently working with experts 
at government agencies and across academia 
to produce a series of research papers about 
genocide and crimes against humanity endured 
by the Uyghur people in Xinjiang. 

He held leadership positions in the Policy 
Debate Team, the Trust Program and the Writing 
Fellows Program, and is also a member of the 
International Aff airs Forum, Chinese Language 
and Cultural Arts Forum and the Phi Kappa Phi 
Honor Society. 

His cybersecurity academic papers have 
twice been printed in the Cyber Defense Review. 
He has presented research at a combined total 
of three domestic and international panels. Hall 
will commission in the Quartermaster branch 
and continue his studies on identity, mass 
atrocities and displacement at the University 
of Cambridge.

“I deeply believe in the value of partnerships 
in tackling the 21st century’s most pressing 
challenges. Being a Marshall Scholar allows 
me to build connections with the UK’s brightest 
minds and hone the ambassadorial skills that are 
essential to working eff ectively with our ally 
across the pond — be it offi  cially on joint-force 
deployments or informally through lifelong 
friendships,” Hall said.

Class of 2022 Cadet Emma San Martin
San Martin, Company F-4, was born in 

Chile, raised in New York, and is a Mechanical 
Engineering major and Aeronautics minor. After 
listening to her father describe his childhood 
in Chile under Pinochet, San Martin was 
determined to defend freedom through service 
as both a Soldier and scientist. 

She has published her research in postural 
control and aeromechanics with the American 
Society of Biomechanics (ASB) and the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers. 

Her work has earned research grants 
from the ASB, the Society of American 
Military Engineers, and the Tau Beta Pi 
Engineering Honor Society. San Martin also 
invented a carburetor de-icing device for UAVs 
(Unmanned Aerial Vehicles) which is U.S. 
Patent Pending. 

Currently, she is modifying a wind tunnel 
to simulate complex urban wind profi les, which 
will be used to improve the Army’s operational 
UAVs and is also studying the eff ects of rotor 
spacing on UAV slipstream interference. 
San Martin served as a Cadet Basic Training 
company commander last summer and is now 
the executive offi  cer for her battalion. 

Alongside her research, as a longtime 
pianist, San Martin also enjoys writing music 
and singing with the Cadet Glee Club. 

San Martin’s work with joint training 
operations at the National Training Center in 
Fort Irwin, Calif., convinced her to pursue a 
commission as a Military Intelligence Offi  cer. 
As a Marshall Scholar, she will pursue a Master 
of Science in Aerospace Engineering from 
the University of Glasgow and a Master of 

Science in Advanced Computational Methods 
for Aeronautics, Flow Management and Fluid-
Structure Interaction from the Imperial College 
London.

“The Marshall Scholarship provides me 
with an opportunity to pursue knowledge 
and connections that will make me not just a 
more eff ective offi  cer and researcher, but an 
ambassador of science between the U.S. and UK 
through the design of defense, reconnaissance, 
and exploratory aircraft,” San Martin said.

Class of 2022 Cadet Henry Thompson
Thompson, Company C-3, was born and 

raised in Charlotte, North Carolina, and is an 
American Politics major and Grand Strategy 
minor. His desire to defend the values of equal 
opportunity and individual rights led him to 
pursue a military career, and West Point drew 
him in with promises of great challenges and 
tight comradery with his peers. 

Thompson found both promises met in the 
West Point curriculum and Sandhurst Military 
Skills team, which competes against the Royal 
Military Academy in an annual competition 
held at West Point. During his junior year, 
Thompson led the Gold Team for this event, and 
as a senior, he leads as a co-captain of the team. 

Last summer, Thompson served as a 
company commander, leading and inspiring 133 
new cadets to transition from civilians to cadets 
and was named Best Company Commander of 
Cadet Basic Training II. 

Currently, Thompson serves as a regimental 
S3, a role which requires planning and leading 
operations for over 1,100 cadets. His academics 

focuses on the United States’ role in the 
international system and how policies might be 
improved to increase security while distributing 
some of the resource load and risks to other 
countries. 

As a research assistant for the Irregular 
Warfare Initiative, he helped review and 
compile articles and papers on the topic of 
irregular warfare as well as communicated with 
other members in the fi eld. 

Thompson has branched Infantry and plans 
to pursue a career in Special Forces and defense 
policymaking after completing a Master of Arts 
in International Confl ict from King’s College 
London War Studies and a Master of Science in 
China and Globalization from King’s College 
London’s China Institute as a Marshall Scholar.

“Being a Marshall Scholar means leading 
the eff ort to strengthen the connection between 
the U.S. and UK to improve the livelihood and 
security of both countries. It also means living 
up to the reputation and values of Gen. George 
C. Marshall, the Chief of Staff  of the Army 
during World War II, Secretary of State, and 
Secretary of Defense,ˮ Thompson said.

About the Marshall Scholarship
The Marshall Scholarship is a postgraduate 

opportunity funded by the British government 
for intellectually distinguished young Americans 
to study abroad at a university in the United 
Kingdom, in any fi eld of study. 

The goal of the program is to strengthen the 
relationship between the two countries for the 
good of mankind.

Class of 2022 Cadet Tommy Hall Class of 2022 Cadet Emma San Martin Class of 2022 Cadet Henry Thompson
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The U.S. Military Academy Corps of Cadets march onto the field at MetLife Stadum prior to the 122nd 
annual Army-Navy Game Saturday in East Rtherford, N.J.                Photo by Class of 2023 Cadet Hannah Lamb 

Scene at MetLife, NYC area: Army-Navy Game environment

(Above and below) The Army-West Point Marathon 
team ran the Army-Navy Game ball 140 miles from 
West Point to Metlife Stadium in East Rutherford, 
N.J., while stopping during their run at 15 memorials 
that were symbolic of 9/11.       
      Photos by Class of 2022 Cadet Ellington Ward

(Middle left) Cadets participate in the tug of war 
during the Patriot Games Friday in New York City. 
The Patriot Games involves several fun events to 
include a pullup competition that bring the spirit of 
the Army-Navy rivalry to life within the community 
of the city the game is being played. (Far left) The 
Corps of Cadets showed their spirit after Army 
opened the scoring at the 122nd annual Army-Navy 
Game. (Left) ESPNʼs College GameDay set was 
taken over by cadets and midshipmen who were 
having fun with the dayʼs festivities.  Photos by Class 
of 2023 Cadet Hannah Lamb, Class of 2023 Cadet Tyler 
Williams and Elizabeth Woodruff/USMA PAO
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More than just a game, post 9/11: Revisiting the 2001 Army-Navy Game

See MORE THAN JUST A GAME, PAGE 5

The Army Black Knights mentally prepared themselves for victory in their locker room during the 2001 Army-Navy 
Game at Veterans Stadium on Dec. 7, 2001. During mental preparation, former Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf visited the 
Army team in their locker room and rallied them with a spirited speech before the start of the game. 

Story by Jorge Garcia
PV Staff  Writer  

   
The Mark of Failure
It was the year 2000 during the Army-

Navy Game when Maj. Omari Thompson’s 
expectations fell short. Yet and still, even after 
20 years, the memory is powerfully evocative 
for Thompson. For it was one of those nip and 
tuck college football games that added to the 
legendary, 122-year rivalry between the Army 
and Navy. 

The PSINet Stadium (now known as 
the M&T Bank Stadium) in Baltimore 
was jam-packed with over 70,000 roaring 
spectators as Army battled its way to a steady 
comeback against the Navy. The Army needed 
a touchdown and a fi eld goal to win. 

However, Navy didn’t give up ground 
playing prevent defense to stonewall a big, 
quick scoring play. 

“We lost that game,” Thompson said as he 
recalled his misstep during the contest. “What 
was particularly diffi  cult for me was I muff ed 
the punt return in the fourth quarter of that 
game when we were on the trail to try to come 
back and take the lead.”

Thompson fumbled it. The Navy defender 
got the ball back, which gave them an extra 
possession. The Navy kicked a fi eld goal as 
a result.

“For me, that was a play that I had to 
sit with for a whole ‘nother year on top of 
everything else that was going on at the 
academy,” Thompson said. “So, in every 
practice run — with every opportunity, I had 
to touch the ball, there was a strong desire to 
make up for my past mistake.”

Thompson, along with the rest of the team, 
sought redemption. However, the team and the 
rest of the Nation were unaware of the life-
changing events that would forever impact the 
country in the following year and, ultimately, 
changed what the 2001 Army-Navy Game 
represented for the Nation.

    
The Day West Point Stood Still
The morning began like any other day on 

Sept. 11, 2001. Clear blue skies, the radiant 
sun, cadets heading to class and West Point 
faculty and staff  clocking in for work.

Jim Fox, the chief of Community Relations 
at West Point, remembered the day. His oldest 
daughter, Jenny, was waist-high, inquisitive 
and staring avidly at the sky.

Every day, before getting to work, it was 
customary for Fox, a sportswriter for the 
Pointer View at the time, to lean by his car at 
the bottom of his driveway alongside Jenny as 
they waited for the school bus in New Windsor. 

Every morning, because Stewart Airport 
was located west of where Fox lived, Jenny, 
a kindergartener at the time, would ask where 
the planes were coming from as the aircraft 
fl ew overhead. 

Fox would explain to Jenny where the 
planes probably fl ew from and where they 
were likely to arrive. However, on this 
particular day, something stood out to her, and 
she asked, ‘daddy, why is that plane so low?’

Her bus arrived, she got in and went to 

school. Fox got in the car and drove whichever 
way gave him the best radio reception. 

“I was listening to Imus in the Morning as 
I was coming around the mountain when early 
reports came up that a plane had hit the World 
Trade Center,” Fox said. 

It was 9:30 a.m. when Jim parked his car, 
and upon entering the offi  ce, he saw people 
crowded by the television watching the horrifi c 
news. 

Back then, Fox had established friendships 
with many cadets. He spent the bulk of his time 
with them writing stories on them for his fi rst 
fi ve years at West Point.

 “I did all the scholarship and sports stories 
at that time,” Fox said. “I remember cadets 
coming up to me and asking, ‘Mr. Fox, what’s 
going to happen?’ I was like, ‘well, the world 
just changed for you guys.” 

Three U.S. Military Academy graduates 
who were part of the Army football team 
recalled the moments of the attack.

Brian Bruenton, USMA Class of 2002, 
watched as a plane struck the second tower 
during his business law class. 

“We had the projector on CNN at the time 
and we saw the second plane going in live, and 
we almost thought it was like a replay of the 
earlier plane going in,” Bruenton said. “But we 
realized the other building’s already on fi re. 
So, it can’t be a replay. It was really surreal. 
At West Point, you’re kind of insulated. You’re 
in this bubble, prior to 9/11, and this attack 
reached well beyond the bubble and to be able 
to see it live and the lack of fi nality in all of it 
was the eeriest thing for me that day.”

Meanwhile, Chad Jenkins, USMA Class 
of 2002, watched the attack apprehensively 
in his barracks room on a computer monitor.  

“I was in my room by myself watching this 
and trying to process hearing that we’re now a 
Nation under attack,” Jenkins said. 

Thompson had left the library after 
studying and completing his homework. He 
was on his way to math class when he ran into 
his colleagues, and they told him the news.

“I went on to class, and for that hour 
class, we didn’t do any of the work we were 
supposed to do,” Thompson said. “For the rest 
of the day, we all focused on the 9/11 attacks. 
We were watching the news and really taking 
in what was going on at the time, and we knew 
our lives were changing forever.”

The terrorists caused the Twin Towers to 
collapse and carried out widespread destruction 
at the Pentagon and in Pennsylvania. During 
the attack, the Department of The Army had 
ordered the U.S. Military Academy to go on 
the highest level of security, Force Protection 
Condition Delta.

The next day, Bruenton said, his mind 
brimmed with thoughts and internal questions.
Are the cadets eating at the mess hall? Does 
it make sense strategically for all cadets to go 
on The Plain before lunch, and is West Point 
a target? 

Heading to work was no longer a simple 
ride from home to the installation. Long lines 
formed for miles outside of Stony Gate, and 
many employees spent hours in traffi  c. 

Access to interior sections was restricted, 
patrol activities were increased, and the 24-
hour operations center was activated. 

“I thought a lot about how our country 
would never be the same,” Bruenton said. 
“Many of the country’s policies shifted. How 
we view security, how we view protection, 
and how we view safety changed that day.”

After a couple of days passed, West 
Point lowered the threat level to Charlie, 
and for good measure, the parking structure 
was modifi ed for employees to improve the 
conditions of getting to work. 

In addition, the 56th Superintendent, 

Lt. Gen. William Lennox Jr., contacted the 
Governor’s office and defense department 
officials to support and offer resources to 
aid the catastrophe and assist emergency 
personnel and law enforcement offi  cials.

“The terrorists, at the time, wanted to 
beat us down — they wanted us to grieve, 
and I think the mantra and the view of both 
West Point and the Nation was we need to 
get back to some sense of normalcy,” 2005 
USMA graduate, Tom Pae, said. “We needed 
something to look forward to,  something to 
cheer about and be happy with, and what better 
place to do that than the Army-Navy Game.”

The Battle to Rebuild and Reclaim 
Hope

Following the terrorist attacks, people 
gradually redirected their attention to 
entertainment, seeking some form of escapism. 
Bob Beretta, the director of Athletics at 
LeMoyne College,  explained that Major 
League Baseball led the way in terms of 
rebuilding morale in the hearts and minds of 
the people through sports.

Beretta added emotions were running high 
at the academy as the Athletics Department 
tried its best to facilitate the college football 
season successfully and safely. However, West 
Point needed to make a statement, and the 
department knew what message the Nation 
needed to rekindle hope, excitement and zeal 
for the game. 

As the assistant athletics director for 
Athletic Communications at the time, Beretta 
oversaw all the external communications with 
the Army Black Knights football team.

“I had a role in crafting the message 
that we would send to the country through 
the voices of our players and our coaches,” 
Beretta said. “In doing that, we tried putting 
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“MORE THAN JUST A GAME,” cont’d from Page 4

The Army Black Knights pounded the Navy in full force on the ground battling their way to 26-17 victory during the 
2001 Army-Navy Game at the Veterans Stadium on Dec. 7, 2001.  

the players and coaches in the best positions to 
be successful, not overloading their schedule.”

Beretta added, because of its inherent 
importance in the country’s landscape, the 
Army-Navy Game was going to be a focal 
point for West Point moving forward toward 
the end of that year. However, he also knew 
that the game could be a high-risk target.

“It was very important to us, on a number 
of diff erent fronts. Everyone involved felt we 
needed to execute that game for the betterment 
of our country and that we managed to execute 
an event of that magnitude with so many of 
the country’s military leaders in attendance, 
including the former President of the United 
States, George W. Bush,  that we could do 
so in a safe manner, I think the message that 
sent to the country was extremely powerful,” 
Beretta said.

On that note, the Black Knights led the 
way into the college football season. With 
West Point upholding strict safety measures, 
every game occurred in stages. The fi rst game 
was against the Cincinnati Bearcats, a game 
the Black Knights lost. 

It was a steady come-up for the team that 
year as they battled through losses against the 
UAB Blazers and the Boston College Eagles. 
Then, they secured a win against the Houston 
Cougars in the following game.

The pattern continued this way, with the 
losses steadily outweighing the victories. From 
Cincinnati to Memphis, the Black Knights 
only secured two wins out of the 10 games 
that season. 

After losing to Memphis, the Black Knights 
set their sights on Navy as they prepared for 
the season’s fi nal game. But, unfortunately, 
with the preparation came obstacles that nearly 
cost Jenkins his opportunity to play. 

“One of my biggest concerns was that I 
had torn my posterior cruciate ligament on my 
right knee three weeks prior against Buff alo,” 
Jenkins said. 

Jenkins couldn’t play with the injury, so 
he missed the Memphis game. Afterward, the 
team had fi ve days off  for Thanksgiving, and 
soon, it was Army-Navy Week.

The recovery process leading up to the 
Army-Navy game was all Jenkins could think 
about at the time. He committed fervently to 
rehab sessions, conducting procedures three 
times a day on the knee.

“Tim Kelly, who’s still there as the 
trainer, was helping me out with the recovery 
process. I don’t think he thought I was going 
to be ready to play, but he kept an optimistic 
outlook ... I think he knew that it would be a 
bit of a nightmare trying to deal with me if I 
wasn’t allowed to play in that game,” Jenkins 
said. “So I was just trying my best to play 
because it was my senior year, then there’s the 
signifi cance of Army-Navy Game and what it 
meant to the people after 9/11, and I wanted 
to suit up because I knew it was the last time 
I would ever don the gold helmet of the Black 
Knights and play college football.”

Bruenton shared the same sentiments about 
getting mangled and worn leading up to the 
fi nal game of the season. However, he was 

lucky enough to avoid any crippling injuries. 
“When you get to week 12 of the college 

football season, everybody’s banged up to 
some degree, so there’s that, but trying to 
put all those things aside, I think that’s a 
challenge for any football player,” Bruenton 
said. “The obstacle for me was how do you 
make the Army-Navy Game feel like a week 
four game?”

Focusing on the objective and not allowing 
the magnitude of the moment to overwhelm 
him was the biggest challenge for Bruenton.

“It’s no different than if you ask Tom 
Brady how he prepared for the Super Bowl,” 
Bruenton said. “He’d probably say, ‘try to 
make your performance close to a week seven 
game as much as you can — you want to go 
out there and execute based on muscle memory 
and not let the moment be too big for you.”

For Thompson, everything hinged on 
redemption from the last Army-Navy Game. 
As a result, he approached every training 
regimen with an intense hunger to refi ne his 
technique after each workout. 

“I could say we probably went a little bit 
harder than any other season we prepared for,” 
Thompson said. “We knew it was diff erent 
circumstances. But as far as how our coaches 
prepared us, they didn’t really do anything 
diff erent aside from keeping us focused on 
the bigger picture, resulting in us being a 
bit more mature on what was at stake in our 
preparation.”

Customarily, a  win against the Navy 
would supersede all the losses the Black 
Knights sustained over a lousy season. 
However,  this particular game wasn’t simply 
about winning. 

Although both teams had a strong desire to 
win, Army and Navy ultimately battled each 

other to bring the Nation out of the gloom 
looming over the country post-9/11. 

“Two months after the attacks, the World 
Trade Center was still smoldering. Rescue and 
recovery eff orts were still being coordinated. 
The 9/11 attacks were still raw for a lot of 
folks,” Pae said. “With a tragedy, particularly, 
of that scale, America just needed a win.”

     
The 2001 Army-Navy Game 
Gameday had fi nally arrived on Dec. 7, 

2001. Pae was 18 years old and had never 
been to a college football game before going 
to West Point. Nevertheless, he remembered 
putting on his uniform, donning the gray coat, 
and looking at the mirror to ensure he was spic 
and span for gameday. 

“I was looking at the mirror and thinking, 
‘we are all on the big stage supporting our 
players and representing the Army. The eyes 
of the world were on us that day,ʼ” Pae said. “I 
was excited because I knew the history behind 
Army-Navy. I saw all the media coverage that 
went into it. Everyone was talking about it. 
Clearly, this game was diff erent.” 

The  sea t s  so ld  ou t  to  a  roa r ing , 
reinvigorated crowd at Veterans Stadium in 
Philadelphia. Millions of viewers watched 
from their homes as the Black Knights and the 
Navy Midshipmen were mentally preparing 
themselves for victory in their locker rooms. 

“A man who set the tone for us in the 
locker room was none other than Gen. Norman 
Schwarzkopf,” Jenkins said. “He comes in, 
and he gets the team together, and it was so 
awesome! He came in and fi lled the room with 
his presence. He had an aura about him, and he 
goes, ‘Men! Today, not only do you represent 
Army football, not only do you represent 
the U.S. Military Academy and the Corp of 

Cadets, but men, you represent the U.S. Army 
as a whole! Men, today you are going to war 
and the U.S. Army does not lose wars!’ and 
the entire locker room goes nuts!”

The speech from Schwarzkopf set the tone 
for all the players in the locker room before 
they took the fi eld. After that, the players were 
set and ready. There was no going back. The 
game had commenced.

The Black Knights rushed the Navy in full 
force. During the game, Jenkins managed a 
42-yard connection to Bruenton. 

“Bruenton was always a great player and 
Chad was the last Army quarterback to beat 
Navy until the 2016 Army-Navy Game,ˮ 
Fox said as he recounted his experience 
covering the game as a sports writer. “Omari 
Thompson’s play at the beginning of the third 
quarter running that kick back — I think that 
was the move that gave us control of the game 
the rest of the way.”

Thompson astonished the crowd while 
fi nding his retribution with the second half’s 
opening kickoff, tearing through the field 
toward his fi rst career kickoff  return for a 
touchdown. The Black Knights had battled 
their way to victory with a 26-17 win. 

“We didn’t have a winning season to 
go to a bowl game, but in the end, beating 
Navy was really all that mattered like every 
season,” Thompson said. “That 96-yard kick 
return was my god-given opportunity to, in 
a sense, redeem myself for that mishap in 
2000 coupled with running to the victory that 
our Nation would need over the terrorists 
that had attacked us.  So, there was a lot of 
emotion wrapped up in that game, and every 
time I touched the ball and every opportunity 
that we got into the endzone, we took a step 
toward victory.”
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See BROTHERS IN ARMS, PAGE 7

Class of 2023 Midshipman Jacob Lowe and Class of 2023 Cadet Josh Lowe 
spent this semester together at the U.S. Military Academy as Jacob was an 
academy exchange student from Navy.      Photo by Elizabeth Woodruff/USMA PAO

Brothers in Arms: Close siblings on opposing end of Army-Navy rivalry

 POINTIN FOCUS: ARMY-NAVY BROTHERS FEATURE 

By Eric S. Bartelt
PV Managing Editor

When the Lowe brothers stand face to face, 
they each see the spitting image of each other as 
if either is looking into a mirror. Telling them 
apart is easier as they both dress in different 
operational camouflage patterns due to their 
respective military academy allegiances, 
but even with the Army-Navy rivalry at the 
forefront of their world, the close siblings are 
truly brothers in arms determined to serve 
admirably one day for each of their services.

The Cadets and Midshipmen faced each 
other Saturday for the 122nd annual Army-
Navy Game at MetLife Stadium in East 
Rutherford, New Jersey. Navy came away with 
the 17-13 victory on the gridiron, but it was a 
day of reflection being 20 years since 9/11 and 
the game being played within the view of the 
New York skyline that was forever changed on 
that day in 2001.

In the 20 years since, the two teams that 
battle on the “fields of friendly strife” became 
one on the battlefield and a true “brothers in 
arms” as Army and Navy have worked hand and 
hand during the War on Terror in the following 
years. Not lost in the rivalry are 20-year-old 
identical twins from Mission Viejo, California, 
who were only about two months old when 
9/11 occurred, but they are now focused on the 
mission ahead beyond the walls of West Point 
and Annapolis.

Class of 2023 Cadet Josh Lowe and Class 
of 2023 Midshipman Jacob Lowe’s journey in 
life began as premature babies born about eight 
weeks early and spent about three and a half 
weeks in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. If 
their initial breaths in this world wasn’t hectic 
enough, the brothers birth mother gave them 
up for adoption to Jennifer and Dave Lowe, 
who didn’t even meet the birth mother until 
two days before they were born or knowing 
she was about to have twins.

“As you can imagine, going from zero to 
two kids instantly was pretty chaotic,” Dave 
said about the experience. “We suddenly had to 
get two of everything and learn how to parent 
two at the same time. My wife was amazing 
though, but we were quick learners.”

As they grew and the years led toward high 
school, they both found success academically 
and found their niche in cross country among 
other sports.

“I think running and their competitive 
nature in training together and competing 
against each other was a seed that drew them 
both to the academies,” Dave said. “Mainly 
because the emphasis that is placed on physical 
training.”

The first steps toward West Point 
and Annapolis 

While Dave and Jennifer didn’t serve in 
the military, they had family members who 
did, including both of their fathers. However, 
none of them attended a service academy. Dave 
was aware of both academies when he was in 
high school, but he said, “nobody in my sphere 
encouraged me to consider it as a college or 
career choice, so I didn’t pursue it.”

Dave was the first in his family to graduate 
from college, and he said elite institutions like 
West Point and Annapolis weren’t talked about 
because college wasn’t considered an automatic 
step in his family growing up.

Nevertheless, chance came knocking at the 
door during Josh and Jacob’s freshman year in 
high school through an Academy Service Night 
event at their high school.

A physics teacher at their high school, 
Claire Eichenberg, started talking to them when 
they noticed her putting up flyers up at school 
about finding a way to pay for college. They 
would find out that she had a son, Neal, who 
attended West Point and graduated in 2016.

“She talked to us on what he went through,” 
Jacob said. “She said this is what his file looked 
like, and this is where you guys stack up at the 
beginning of your sophomore year, so we had 
a lot of time left in high school.

“But she said here is stuff I would have told 
him, if I had known that type of thing then,” 
Jacob added. “She guided us through the whole 
process.”

The Lowes would continue to attend the 
Academy Service Nights and meet those 
who spoke about West Point as field force 
representatives to include U.S. Military 
Academy graduates, Class of 1970 Paul Dixon 
and Class of 2007 Mark Boychak.

As Jacob put it, they both continued on the 
train toward West Point as they both went to 
the Summer Leader Experience at West Point 
before their senior year of high school.

“In terms on deciding on schools, we were 
very much die-hard West Point,” Jacob said. 
“Then, about October of our senior year, we 
both ran cross country and track with the goal 
to get recruited to run for an academy as we 
figured that would give us a leg up.

“It wasn’t like we were going to school to 
run, but it would serve well if academics didn’t 
get us in and you can have that recruit status 
that can help you in the admissions process,” 
he added.

Jacob received a call from the Navy 
cross country/track coach, while he couldn’t 
guarantee he could get him into Annapolis, he 
did guarantee him a spot on the team if he got 
accepted, which is something West Point didn’t 
guarantee.

“Getting into (Navy) and being able to 
run was kind of a bonus, but if we can do that 
together it would be a neat thing,” Jacob said. 
“I got into Navy around December, after we 
took visits, and (Josh) got into West Point 
around March.”

They both tried to get into the same school, 
but Jacob was disqualified medically from West 
Point due to a stress fracture in his foot, which 
was a recent injury at that time, and basically 
was told while it was healing, they didn’t want 
the injury to return, so his destiny was on the 
road to Annapolis.

Josh, who visited each academy, including 
the Coast Guard Academy, knew for him that, 
“West Point was going to challenge me the 
most.”

“I wanted to have a career in the Army,” 
Josh said. “I wanted to go into one of the Army 
branches. Obviously, the Coast Guard and Navy 

are excellent services, but I saw myself being 
in the Army. I felt that is what was going to 
push me the most and develop me the most as 
a person.”

Creating their own identities 
Jacob settled into Annapolis while 

performing for cross country and track for a 
year, unfortunately due to a faster recruiting 
class coming in he was cut from the team before 
his sophomore year last year.

Josh hasn’t competed in cross country or 
track at West Point, but in his plebe year, he 
found his niche by competing in Sandhurst.

“I was like, Sandhurst, I’m not sure what 
that is but it sounds kind of fun,” Josh said. “I 
went to the Sandhurst tryout, and they were 
doing a RPFT, a Ranger Physical Fitness 
Test. There was running, pullups, pushups, 
sit-ups and all the firsties and cows on the 
team were super inclusive, really inviting and 
since my first semester plebe year, I have done 
Sandhurst.”

Prior to all that transpiring, their journey 
together split into two as they chose different 
paths to a military career.

Jacob, who is a Weapons, Robotics and 
Control Engineering major and hopes to 
become an aviator flying fixed-wing jets, started 
the journey with his Induction Day, a couple 
days before Josh began Reception Day at West 
Point in the summer of 2019. 

Growing up, the longest they had been apart 
was maybe 12 hours, Jacob said, and while they 
didn’t want to be apart, “it was just the way it’s 
going to be.”

“I remember hugging him and we were both 
tearing up a little bit,” Jacob said. “At first, it 
was pretty tough, but I think over time we have 
learned to appreciate it.”

Josh, who is an economics major who 
hopes to branch finance and post with the 75th 
Ranger Regiment, agreed with his brother’s 
sentiment that them being apart helped them 
grow as people. 

“I think separating was best for our 
development as individuals,” Josh said. “We’ve 
known other twins who went to college together 
and get out of college and want to find a job 
together, which is not always easy. I think that 
first semester my plebe year was pretty hard 
being apart, but overall, going to separate 
academies has been best for our personal 
development.”

Each of them had their trials and tribulations 
assimilating into their academies and the 
obligations expected of them during their 
plebe years. They both were starting to hit their 
stride when the COVID pandemic hit and they 
finished the semester remotely at their home 
in California.

The time back together, while brief in those 
three months, got them focused on the job at 
hand in terms of motivation while not at the 
academies.

“We weren’t in a typical academy 
environment … but having him in the same 
room as me, if I slacked off and I’d see him 
doing his work, instantly I would go, ‘OK, I 
need to get back to my homework and get back 
to steady work habits.’” Josh said. “Having him 
there and seeing how efficient he was definitely 
motivated me to get back to my homework. My 
grades actually went up the second semester 
of my plebe year because I was pretty focused 
with what I was doing. Seeing him do his work 
pushed me to do better.”

One of the more important things was Jacob 
proved to be a good conscious for Josh as Josh 
explained that if they were taking a test and the 
desire to cheat crept in that having him there 
was, “a constant reminder that I was not in the 
academy environment, and you can’t cheat or 
go below the standard.” 

Being motivated was not just limited to their 
studies, staying in shape when all the gyms 
were closed was not easy, but they had to do 
things on their own, which provided a source 
of inspiration.
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“BROTHERS IN ARMS,” cont’d from Page 6

Class of 2023 Midshipman Jacob Lowe and Class of 2023 Cadet Josh Lowe 
pose for a photo in front of the Rocky Balboa statue in Philadelphia.   
                 Photo courtesy of Dave Lowe

“Physically, granted I didn’t have access 
to Arvin (Gym) or access to any of the cadet 
physical fitness opportunities, but every time 
after class, I was, ‘hey, do you want to run, do 
you want to go lift,ʼ so having him with me was 
having that built in someone there to push me,” 
Josh said. “Having someone to motivate me, 
obviously I feel like I’m internally driven, but 
having him there I felt made me more efficient 
for that semester.”

Jacob talked about when he was dealing 
with his plebe summer, he used his brother 
as his motivation to get through each tough 
moment he encountered.

“I would be doing pushups or in the front 
leaning rest position, but I would envision Josh 
right next to me,” Jacob said. “Maybe he wasn’t 
there in person, but I’m not going to quit until he 
quits and, obviously, I know he is not quitting 
so I am stuck here doing this.

“When we were home in high school, it was 
a comparison thing, like, ‘oh, how much work 
is he doing, why can’t he just take a break, why 
can’t we just chill?” Jacob added. “But being 
apart made us miss each other more, so going 
back home (during COVID) it was much like 
he is getting his work done, I’ve got to get my 
work done, too. I wanted to sleep in a little bit 
more sometimes, but he’s like, ‘let’s go for a 
workout, let’s get these pushups out.’”

In seeing all this, their dad is amazed and 
extremely proud of their character and the hard 
work they have displayed to get to this point 
in their lives.

“I’m proud of the risks they have taken, 
the work and discipline they put in to achieve 
their goal of getting into such elite institutions,” 
Dave said. 

Back together again … at West Point
This semester added a twist to the cadet 

and midshipman career of the Lowe brothers 
when Jacob was accepted as one of seven 
Midshipmen to come to West Point as part of 
the academy exchange program. 

There was an adjustment period for Jacob 
with the subtle differences between both 
academies such as the use of the Thayer 
Method, which is learning a subject for 
homework and going to class to discuss what 
you learned, as opposed to a traditional college 
where instructors lecture and then the students 
go and do their homework, which is the method 
Annapolis uses, or performing the ACFT, the 
Army Combat Fitness Test, as opposed to the 
PRT, physical readiness test, at Annapolis, 
which focuses on pushups, a plank and a run 
rather than the strength platforms the Army 
uses in the ACFT.

“For some people, who played football 
in high school or if they are more akin to 
weightlifting strength and power, then they’ll 
go into the Naval Academy and really struggle,” 
Jacob said. “On the flip side, for me coming 
here as a runner, and having the ACFT, it 
was funny because my company officer at the 
beginning of the semester was very involved 
with our Sandhurst team. The reason I went 
out for it … I’m like if I’m here, I want to get 
the full West Point experience.

“I did Sandhurst and he was like, ‘you 
got to get stronger, you look a little small 
right now,’” he added. “With weightlifting, I 
don’t even know where to start … however, 
I feel physically, I wouldn’t say it is harder, I 
feel the Army versus the Navy, they train you 
for a different physical mission. The Army is 
very much you have to be with your unit and 
physically keep up like rucking.”

The remarkable thing is Jacob impressed his 
Company I-2 Sandhurst mates during tryouts 
when he finished two to three minutes ahead 
of everyone else in his group during the ruck, 
especially when he felt they might have doubted 
his ability to keep up.

“I showed up with this (Navy) uniform 
on during the tryout, and I think they were 
assuming I would be toward the back,” Jacob 
said. “I was trying to be optimistic, but that first 
day I just did well — it’s funny how that works 
out because no one expected much from me. I 
exceeded expectations on that.”

Josh competed with the Company E-4 
Sandhurst team. He was the only upperclassmen 
on the team leading a group of plebes and 
yearlings. After talking with the Brigade 
Sandhurst Officer, he was told I-2 and C-3 
companies would probably be the best in the 
Corps to place in the top 12 and advance from 
the fall Sandhurst competition to the Spring 
Sandhurst competition. 

“With a lot of young people on our 
Sandhurst team, we were going to try our 
hardest and while we may not make it to the 
spring, we were going to give it our best effort,” 
Josh said. “And, for E-4, we placed ninth in the 
fall competition, so we will go onto the spring 
competition. It is kind of funny because I-2 
didn’t advance into the spring competition.”

Jacob said it was more of a tactical error 
on I-2’s part because they focused more on 
making sure guys were proficient in shooting, 
casualty care and how to memorize things to 
convey as a leader.

“That is where they lucked out,” Jacob said. 
“The competition was very physical in terms of 
a lot of running, body weight exercises while 
there wasn’t much on technical skills for as 
much as my team was anticipating. It is funny 
it ended up working out because his team were 
underdogs and they ended up advancing. Props 
to E-4.”

Jacob has settled into the variety of things 
West Point has to offer, especially drilling and 
marching in parades. He was amused at one of 
the pass in reviewʼs that involved alumni as he 
got razzed for being a midshipman mixed into 
the Corps of Cadets.

“As I passed them by, they were, ‘oh, that 
is a squid,’ we don’t like you Navy, giving me 
a hard time,” Jacob said. “Keep your bearing, 
why are you smiling, oh, Go Army! They gave 
me a hard time.”

But, at the same time, he and his brother 
have had fun at others expenses due to being 
twins and people being confused as to why Josh 
would be wearing a Navy uniform.

“People would go, ‘Hi, and why are you 
wearing the Navy uniform,’ … I would have 
no idea who they were, and they would keep 

getting us mixed up,” Jacob said. “They’d see 
him and go why did I see you in the Army 
uniform, it has been a fun semester.”

Overall, Josh loved having his brother here 
to experience the environment and traditions 
like football or Branch Week while getting to 
enjoy weekends in town going to the Hacienda 
Restaurant or taking a pass to New York City.

“It’s been so much fun. This has been 
definitely my best semester at West Point with 
regards to getting out and having fun,” Josh 
said. “However, it has gone by so quick, but 
the fact that he’s been here — it’s been great.”

Jacob added on his exchange experience at 
West Point, “In terms of academics, military 
and physical, the usual things, it was a great 
experience, but also meeting people through 
him and messing with people made it better. 
This is the longest we’ve been together since 
high school … having him here has made it 10 
times better.”

The Army-Navy Game Experience
The Army-Navy Game started back in 1890 

and every year can offer a unique experience. 
This year, with the game in New Jersey, it was 
the third different venue that the Lowe brothers 
experienced for the game.

Jacob recalled their first year in Philadelphia, 
pre-COVID, when they experienced a full 
stadium with the sea of Midshipmen and the 
rows of Cadets.

“I felt that environment was so electric,” 
Jacob said. “You get there, get off the buses and 
it’s a very big thing with the president being 
there, you have all these important general and 
admirals there. It’s a great experience to be a 
part of, it makes you proud looking back with 
this game going on for so many years — it 
makes you proud to be a part of the tradition.”

Last year was different because COVID 
caused the game to be moved to West Point, 
which was the first time an academy hosted the 

game instead of a neutral site since World War 
II. The experience allowed them to meet up for 
15 minutes prior to the game.

“Overall, seeing the Army-Navy Game at 
Michie Stadium was such a different feeling. 
Just having the midshipmen and the cadets 
only, it was such a great experience,” Josh said. 
“It was extremely memorable. The fact that 
COVID happened wasn’t great, but the ability 
to have Army-Navy at Michie Stadium, that’s 
definitely been my favorite football memory 
at West Point.”

Jacob quickly retorted, “It was better for 
him,” due to Army winning 15-0 on the field. 
They both chuckled at the response.

Both brothers were impressed by their 
team’s uniforms that they wore on gameday 
this year with Navy honoring their fixed wing 
aviation jet, the F-18 Hornet.

“I think it’s been a while since they did an 
aviation-related uniform, so I know a lot of my 
friends back at the academy who want to be 
pilots and are hoping to get that for their service 
selection are stoked about it,” Jacob said. “I 
think it’s such a great uniform. When you think 
of Navy, you think Top Gun and going fast and 
landing on carriers.”

The Army uniform paid homage to Special 
Forces units who sacrificed so much post-9/11 
and what they did in Afghanistan in the days, 
weeks and months after the War on Terrorism 
began.

“The War on Terror has always been a 
part of our lives, even before we were at the 
academies,” Josh said. “At the (U.S. Military 
Academy), we learned what Special Forces did 
and their impact on the War on Terror within 
Afghanistan and Iraq. I think it’s great to see 
this jersey honoring this special unit … since 
so much of the operations post-9/11 were 
conducted by Special Forces units, and to see 
them get that kind of respect and have that 
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“BROTHERS IN ARMS,” 
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exposed to the world is great.

“And the fact the game is being played so 
close to Ground Zero, I think it’s both very 
symbolic and very powerful to the citizens of 
New York and New Jersey,” he added.

The one added bonus this year that the twins 
were looking forward to was Jacob being a part 
of the prisoner exchange that takes place on the 
field prior to kickoff where the exchange cadets 
and midshipmen enter back into their familiar 
territory for the game.

“With this year’s prisoner exchange, it’s 
going to be cool to see him march out there 
knowing he’s my brother,” Josh said.

Jacob anticipated joining his new company 
members, who he has yet to see this academic 
year.

“I’m in a totally new company and I’ve yet 
to meet them, so it’ll be nice to do the prisoner 
exchange and look forward to running back to 
the sea of midshipmen,” Jacob said. “It goes 
from sticking out at West Point to meeting my 
new company mates. It’ll be great to be back 
with the home team.”

This was also the first time their parents 
attended the Army-Navy Game.

“This is our first Army-Navy Game live, so 
we’re totally excited to experience the tradition 
and rivalry in person,” Jennifer said.

Dave said that he is like Switzerland, he 
takes no sides.

“I’ll be rooting for both teams equally,” 
Dave said. “When you have twins, you have 
to make sure you don’t play favorites — so 
I’m the kind of person who thinks everyone is 
a winner. I’m that mom who thinks everyone 
should get a participation trophy!”

The Epilogue into the Future  
Dave and Jennifer, who have worked for a 

global Christian non-profit organization called 
Cru for 30-plus years each, are very proud 
of their children for their character and hard 
work they’ve displayed to get to this point in 
their lives and to see what the future holds for 
each of them.

“I’m incredibly excited for the leadership 
and development opportunities that they have 
been given and that are still before them,” 
Dave said. “We are unbelievably proud of the 
commitment they are making to serve their 
country. More importantly, I’m proud of the 
young men they are becoming. I think they will 
represent their country well.”

While they are still three full semesters, or a 
year and a half, away from graduation, they are 
excited about their future ahead while knowing 
not to be complacent about where they are at.

“I know one thing (former Commandant 
of Cadets, Brig.) Gen. (Curtis) Buzzard used 
to say is, ‘you can be proud of yourself, but 
never be satisfied,” Josh said. “Coming to West 
Point, with all the opportunities I’ve had or all 
the great people I’ve been able to meet, I’m 
definitely proud where I am, but I’m always 
looking forward toward the future and looking 
at ways to improve myself and what I can do 

to set myself up for the future.”
Knowing the sacrifices his grandfather 

made as a member of the Navy, Josh said it 
makes him proud to know that he’ll be a part 
of the Army profession and his brother with 
the Navy.

“I think it’s cool knowing that we’re 
contributing to the same goal of protecting 
America and keeping its freedoms available 
to everyone,” Josh said. “It makes me proud 
to know that him and the Naval Academy are 
contributing to the same goal as West Point and 
the Corps of Cadets.”

Jacob piggybacked off of Josh’s thoughts by 
saying, “I think we take all the privileges the 
country offers us for granted or the sacrifices 
that other people made … what I want to do 
in the Navy is make sure that the people in 
the United Sates are able to maintain those 
freedoms. I want to give back to the country 
that has given me so much.

“I want to make sure I’m not there to ride 
the benefits of someone else’s work,” he added. 
“I want to make sure I’m contributing so others 
can have those same benefits as I’ve enjoyed 
my entire life.”

And despite the rivalry that Army and Navy 
brings to the field, there is the respect that is 
recognized by all involved once the games are 
done and the work as service members begins.

“At the end of the day, we may give each 
other a bit of flak … but we appreciate what 
the other is doing,” Jacob said. “For one day, 
we are rivals, but at the end of the day, we are 
on the same team. Sometimes, for as much as 
I would like to say Navy is better, I appreciate 
what the Army does.”   

(Editorʼs note: The tense of this story 
changes at times due to the interviews with the 
Lowe brothers taking place prior to the Army-
Navy Game and the story appearing post the 
Army-Navy Game.)

Class of 2023 Midshipman Jacob Lowe 
and Class of 2023 Cadet Josh Lowe 
embrace each other as they pose for a 
photo at Trophy Point with the view of 
the Hudson River in the background.   
        Photo courtesy of Dave Lowe
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Keller Corner: Weekly updates, COVID-19 info

KKeller CCorner
For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus 
information, Keller Army Community Hospital 
notifications, how to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
federal/state/local guidance and the U.S. Military 
Academy and Army Garrison West Point 
webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.mil/
West-Point-COVID-19-INFO/.

KACH Clinic Closures on Friday
Various clinics at Keller Army Community Hospital will be closed from noon-5 p.m. Friday. 
Those clinics include:
• Primary Care (including Dermatology);
• Department of Surgery;
• Pharmacy;
• Pathology and Laboratory Services;
• Radiology;
• Eye Services (Optometry, Ophthalmology, and Refractive Surgery Clinics);
• Behavioral Health.
The Emergency Department will be open 24 hours, and clinics will have staff readily available 

to provide support to the ED. If you have a medical emergency, CALL 9-1-1.

Changes to Keller Laboratory’s Phlebotomy Room hours
The Keller Army Community Hospital Laboratory’s Phlebotomy Room will change its operating 

hours Jan. 1, 2022, to 7 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
The laboratory will be closed from 1-3 p.m. Thursdays for training. 
For more information on the laboratory and pathology services at Keller, visit https://keller.

tricare.mil/Health-Services/Lab-Tests-Radiology/Laboratory-and-Pathology.  
We thank you, the Greater West Point community and our beneficiaries, for placing your trust 

in the high-quality, world-class healthcare we provide on a daily basis.

TRICARE Pharmacy Network Changes
A group of retail pharmacies, including Walmart and Sam’s Club, are no longer a part of 

TRICARE’s pharmacy network. 
Additionally, CVS pharmacies will be joining the TRICARE pharmacy network at this time. 

It is important that TRICARE beneficiaries move their prescription to an in-network pharmacy. 
If beneficiaries do not switch to an in-network pharmacy before Wednesday, their TRICARE 
pharmacy benefit will no longer cover prescriptions filled there. 

TRICARE is committed to a smooth transition for affected beneficiaries. Express Scripts will 
send a letter notifying all beneficiaries who have filled at an impacted pharmacy, within the last 
six months to let them know about this change.

TRICARE beneficiaries can find an in-network retail pharmacy at https://www.esrx.com/
findpharmacy. 

2022 TRICARE Co-Pay Changes

 POINTIN FOCUS: KELLER CORNER UPDATES

TRICARE pharmacy co-payments will change for all beneficiaries, except active duty service 
members (ADSMs), dependent survivors of ADSMs and medically retired service members and 
their dependents. 

These changes will begin on Jan. 1, 2022 for retail and home delivery points of service. There 
is still a $0 co-payment for all formulary drugs at military pharmacies. 

With these changes, military pharmacies continue to remain the lowest cost pharmacy options 
for TRICARE beneficiaries, who have the option to get generic and brand name drugs for $0 co-
payment.

Home Delivery is still an option for certain prescriptions. Please note that certain brand name 
maintenance medications (long-term medication) can only be filled twice at retail. 

After two refills, maintenance medications must be filled via home delivery or at a military 
pharmacy. Acute medications (short-term medication) are available at retail pharmacies.

Visit the TRICARE Pharmacy page (https://tricare.mil/pharmacy) to learn more. 
You can also view the TRICARE Pharmacy co-payments to increase in 2022 at https://

newsroom.tricare.mil/Articles/Article/2792283/tricare-pharmacy-copayments-to-increase-
in-2022 to see the updated costs for the upcoming year. See graphic below.

KACH pharmacists poster submission accepted by APA
By Robert Lanier
Keller Army Community Hospital Public Affairs Specialist

A poster submission from three Keller Army Community Hospital 
clinical pharmacists was accepted by the American Pharmacists Association 
and presented at the Joint Federal Pharmacy Seminar, which was held 
virtually on Oct. 24-26.

Keller pharmacists Kathleen Lehault, PharmD, BCPS; Jen Kelly, 
PharmD, BCPS; and Maj Thomas Lehmann, PharmD, BCPS, presented their 
poster “Evaluation of the Prescribed Treatment Duration of Nitrofurantoin 
Monohydrate/Macrocrystals (Macrobid®) for the Treatment of Acute 
Uncomplicated Cystitis in Females” during the virtual event. 

The presentation included a five-minute presentation, a ‘meet the 
researchers’ session and a roundtable discussion. 

The poster and abstract will be published in the January/February 2022 
issue of the ‘Journal of the American Pharmacists Association.’

Keller pharmacists (from 
left to right) Jen Kelly, 
P h a r m D ,  B C P S ,  a n d 
Kathleen Lehault, PharmD, 
B C P S ,  d i s p l a y  t h e i r 
American Pharmacists 
Association Joint Federal 
P h a r m a c y  S e m i n a r 
poster submission. Also 
contributing to the poster/
research, but not pictured, 
is Maj. Thomas Lehmann, 
PharmD, BCPS, Chief of 
Keller’s Department of 
Pharmacy.   Courtesy Photo
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MWR events/off erings

MWR ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAP Presents Wee-Play and Wee-Read Programs 

Wee-Play is an open play group designed for your little one to learn, play, make new friends 
and develop their social, cognitive and motor skills. Wee-Play takes place from 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
and 10-11 a.m. Tuesdays.

Wee-Read is a fun-fi lled story time including activities that promote speech development and 
learning. Wee-Read takes place from 9-10 a.m. Tuesdays. The programs take place at the Youth 
Center Gym in Building 500. 

It is open to all active duty personnel and DOD civilians with children ages 4 and under. 
Registration is required. To register, call 845-938-0633. For more details, visit westpoint.

armymwr.com. 

Child and Youth Services is hiring
Looking for new job opportunities? West Point Child and Youth Services is now hiring Child 

and Youth Program assistants for full-time, part-time and fl ex positions at Stony Child Development 
Center, the Lee Area School Age Center and the Youth Center. 

Salary ranges from $16.09-$19.20 per hour, plus all newly hired employees (e.g. — fi rst time 
hires or former employees returning after at least one year away) will receive a $500 recruitment 
bonus upon appointment. Apply by visiting the CYS page on usajobs.gov, or by scanning the QR 
code on their hiring fl yer (see advertisment to right). 

For more details, visit the CYS hiring page at westpoint.armymwr.com.

West Point Departments Team Building Activity 
The Tronsrue Marksmanship Center will be off ering West Point departments team building 

activity events through December with a duration of two hours at the center. 
Learn pistol safety and the fundamentals of shooting. There is a nominal fee for this activity that 

includes: Basic pistol instructions 101, fi rearm rental, targets, range time and 25 rounds of ammo. 
Pre-registration is required. To register, call 845-938-1700.

MWR Fitness Center Bingo
Play bingo at the MWR Fitness Center through Friday for chances to win prizes.
Take any available fi tness class or participate in an intramural sports activity to get your card 

stamped. For a complete list on how to get your card stamped, visit westpoint.armymwr.com. 
The games are self led and you play at your own pace and participation is free. 

Group fi tness classes are $5 each. For details, call 845-938-6490. 

ACS Family Holiday Party
Come join Army Community Services from 4-8 p.m. Friday for its free Family Holiday 

Party featuring fun activities, light refreshments and Santa. This event will now take place at 
the ACS Building, 622 Swift Road.

There are four separate time slots: 4-4:45 p.m., 5-5:45 p.m., 6-6:45 p.m. and 7-8 p.m. 
EFMP families are invited to join the event between 4-4:45 p.m. for a sensory-friendly 

Santa visit. To register for a time slot, call 845-938-5654. This event is open to the entire 
West Point community.

West Point Staff  & Faculty Noontime Pickleball League 
Sign-up for the West Point Staff  and Faculty Noontime Pickleball League. Games will be 

played the fi rst and third Wednesdays each month from noon-1:15 p.m. December through April 

FEATURED EVENT

at Arvin Gym. 
It is open to active duty, Title 5 and 10 Personnel and appropriated and non-appropriated CAC 

card holders. To sign-up, call MWR Intramural Sports Offi  ce at 845-938-3088.

West Point Staff  & Faculty Noontime Badminton Open Play League 
Sign-up for the West Point Staff  and Faculty Noontime Badminton Open Play League. 
Games will be played the second and fourth Wednesday of each month from noon-1:15 p.m. 

December through April at Arvin Gym. 
It is open to active duty, Title 5 and 10 Personnel and appropriated and non-appropriated CAC 

card holders. To sign-up, call MWR Intramural Sports Offi  ce at 845-938-3088.

New Functional Fitness Classes with Anthony
New functional fi tness classes with Anthony will be held at 9 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays at the MWR Fitness Center. The classes help prepare your body for real-life movement 
and activities. Train your muscles to work in unison. Simulate common movements you would 
do at home, work or in sports. 

There is a nominal fee for these classes. Register at the MWR Fitness Center. For more info, 
call 845-938-6490.

(NEW) Teens can utilize the MWR Fitness Center
Did you know teens ages 16 and up can utilize the MWR Fitness Center with a parent 

participating in the same activity? Teens 16 years old and up can utilize the fi tness center independent 
from their parents or guardian. 

The MWR Fitness Center is open to authorized DOD cardholders and dependents only. For 
more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com or call 845-938-6490.

(NEW) Celebrate the 20th anniversary of the MWR Fitness Center during the month 
of January 

Join the MWR Fitness Center for its 20th anniversary kickoff  at noon Jan. 10. Participate in 
its free group fi tness sampler (limited 20 participants), see personal trainer demos, WELLBEATS 
virtual fi tness demos and facility tour. 

Refreshments will also be available. Enjoy weekly challenges and prize giveaways all month 
long. Pre-registration is required. To register and for more details, call 845-938-6490.

(NEW) MWR Fitness Center Super Bowl Challenge
Participate in any type of fi tness center activity (class or weekly challenge) and move up 

the football fi eld to eventually earn a touchdown during the MWR Fitness Center Super Bowl 
Challenge Jan. 18 through Feb. 14. 

Win prizes when you make it all the way across the fi eld into the end zone. For more details, 
call 845-938-6490 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

Utah (Non-Resident) Concealed Permit Course
The Utah (non-resident) concealed permit course is a non-live fi re class from 1-5:30 p.m. on 

Jan. 8 at the Buff alo Soldier Pavilion, 628 Hodges Place. No fi rearms or permits needed. 
This permit allows non-residents to carry a concealed handgun in 35 states (unfortunately, 

New York does not recognize the Utah permit). This is the ideal permit to have if you travel to 
diff erent states.  

This class includes your passport style photo, fi nger prints, application, mailing envelope and 
address labels. All you have to do is send it off  in the mail.  There is a nominal fee for this class. 

Please bring a blank check to this class when attending to pay for the application fee currently 
at $63.25. To register, visit westpoint.armymwr.com, visit the center or call 845-938-1700. 

Range Fee Punch Passes Make the Perfect Holiday Gift
Range fee punch passes are now available for purchase at 665 Tower Road during normal 

business operation hours. 
Two diff erent range fee passes are available in six punches and 12 punches for cadets and E1-

E5 for a nominal fee and six punches and 12 punches for all other eligible patrons at a nominal 
fee. For more details, call 845-938-1700 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

Group Fitness Classes ongoing
There are new Group Fitness classes at the MWR Fitness Center to include Zumba, Cycle and 

RIPPED (HIIT). For more details, call 845-938-6490.

New time for Spin Class with Rene at the MWR Fitness Center
Spin Class with Rene is now on Wednesdays at 8 a.m. Class size is limited to seven people. 

Pre-registration strongly suggested.
Registration is highly encouraged and can be done through WebTrac. Masks are not required 

while on bike. Please check in at the front desk before and after class. For details, call 845-938-6490.

(NEW) West Point Club’s Father-Daughter and Mother-Son Dances
Mark your calendars! The Father-Daughter Dance will be held two evenings, Jan. 14 and 

15 and the Mother-Son Dance will be held on Jan.18. Both dances will be from 6:30-9 p.m. at 
the West Point Club. 

Treat your children to a dinner buff et with dancing in the Club’s Grand Ballroom. There is 
a nominal cost for these events. 

For more details and complete menu, visit the westpointclub.com or call 845-938-5120.
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COMMUNITY 
FEATURED ITEMS
Commissary Holiday Hours

The West Point Commissary will be 
open from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Dec. 23, 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 24 and 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Dec. 31. 

The Commissary will be closed Dec. 
25 and Jan. 1.

(NEW) Commissary job openings
The West Point Commissary is now 

hiring a head bagger and assistant bagger.
The duties require bagging, retrieving  

carts and carryout service for customers.
The available hours to work are 8:30 

a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.
Salary is based on tips. Inquire about the 

jobs wihtin the Commissary.

Army Education and Workshops 
The Army Education Center’s college 

courses are offered through the Army 
Education Center at West Point, located at 
683 Buckner Loop.

Graduate studies
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice — 

master’s degree in public administration. For 
details, email Kim Heyman at kheyman@
jjay.cuny.edu. 

• Long Island University — master’s 
degrees in school counseling, mental health 
counseling, marriage and family counseling 
— call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 
or email marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

AEC — Testing Offi  ce
 The Army Education Center at West 

Point off ers the following Army Personnel 
Tests (APT) — AFCT, DLAB, DLPT and 
SIFT. We also offer the TABE and GT 
Predictor. 

Testing is off ered by appointment only. 
To make an appointment, call 845-

938-3360 or email Janet Browne at 
janet.p.browne.ctr@mail.mil or Melissa 
Siry at melissa.e.siry.ctr@mail.mil. 

The AEC is also an Authorized Pearson 
VUE Testing Site, open on a space available 
basis to Soldiers, civilian personnel, military 
contractors and family members who hold 
a government ID card. 

Army Career Skills Program 
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) 

prepares Soldiers for civilian employment 
through fi rst-class apprenticeships, on the 
job training, job shadowing, internships and 
employment skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an 
Army CSP up to 180 days prior to separation 
from the Army and after completion of the 
mandatory fi ve-day TAP workshop. 

The use of permissive temporary duty 
(PTDY) to attend a CSP more than 50 miles 
away from the Soldier’s duty station may 
be granted at the Commander’s discretion. 
Transitioning service members can contact 
Heyman at kimberly.i.heyman.ctr@army.
mil.
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Men’s Basketball locks down NJIT for win

**View Army west Point schedule At www.goArmywestPoint.com/cAlendAr.AsPx?.Sports calendarSports calendar women's BAsketBAll

JAn. 2, noon—Bucknell, christl ArenA.

hockey

JAn. 2, 2:05 P.m.—rPi, tAte rink.

swimming And diVing

JAn. 7, 5 P.m.—Penn stAte, crAndAll Pool. 

Three Black Knights scored in double figures as Army West Point menʼs basketball never trailed en route to a 66-49 win over the NJIT Highlanders on 
Friday night in Newark, N.J. The Black Knights played one of their best defensive games of the season, while holding the host to season-lows in points 
and field goal percentage. Offensively, Army got contributions from several Black Knights with Jalen Rucker, Chris Mann and Josh Caldwell (above) all 
scoring in double figures. The Black Knights closed each half with game-turning runs. Army West Point led 9-2 after five minutes. The Highlanders cut 
the Armyʼs lead to 21-20 with 7:33 remaining in the first half. However, the Black Knights closed the half on a 9-3 including holding NJIT without a field 
goal. Army led 50-37 with nine minutes remaining before the Highlanders went on a 10-2 run in two minutes. Though, the Black Knights were unfazed 
and outscored NJIT 14-2 to end the game. Army held NJIT to 1 of 7 shooting from the field while the Black Knights made 3 of 5 shots from the field and 
went 7-for-8 at the free-throw line.                                               Photo provided by Army Athletic Communications

FootBAll

dec. 22, 8 P.m.—missouri, Fort worth, texAs, lockheed mArtin Armed Forces Bowl. 
(tV: esPn.)

men's BAsketBAll

JAn. 1, 2 P.m.—loyolA mArylAnd, christl ArenA. 
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Hockey scores a pair of late goals to sweep RIT
Junior forward John Keranen scored the game-winning goal late in the third period to help Army West Point hockey defeat RIT, 4-3, Sunday in Rochester, N.Y.    
                                                          Photo by Mady Salvani/ Army Athletic Communications

By Phil Tor
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point hockey team rallied 
to a 4-3 win over the RIT Tigers on Sunday 
night, scoring two goals late in the third period 
to earn its third straight victory. The win gave 
the Cadets another three points in league play, 
which now puts them in third place overall in 
Atlantic Hockey. 

Colin Bilek tied the game up with a goal 
on the power play at 7:37 and then it was John 
Keranen who provided the game winner while 
the Cadets were short-handed with just 100 
seconds left in the action. 

How it happened
Army came in to the contest and expecting 

a battle and it use a fly what it got, as RIT came 
out of the gates with energy and physicality to 
start the contest. 

The Black Knights proved they were up to 
the challenge, matching the intensity of the Tigers 
with strong play from the whole lineup. Brett 
Abdelnour put home the first goal of the game for 
Army in the first period, tipping in a blast from 
the blue line by Noah Wilson. 

RIT answered with a goal of its own to tie 
the game midway through the period. 

Anthony Firriolo broke the tie just three 
minutes later with a power play goal, his team-
leading seventh tally of the year. 

The Tigers were once again able to even the 
score and the first period ended in a 2-2 tie. 

The Cadets were snake-bitten in the second 
period, putting 20 shots on net without a goal. 

RIT had the puck bounce their way in the 
second 20, as it found a goal to go up 3-2 after 
two periods. 

The third period was all Army. The Black 
Knights outplayed the Tigers all period long, 
but we're not able to find the equalizer until 
12:33 in the period with a goal from the captain, 
Colin Bilek. 

After a Cadet went to the penalty box at 
17:10, Army sent out its penalty kill team 
looking to extend the game by any means 
necessary. 

Instead, they all but ended it as John 
Keranen put a puck in the back of the net to give 
Army a 4-3 lead and the eventual win. 

Inside the Box Score
• Army swept RIT in a weekend series for 

the first time in program history. 
• The Cadets extend their win streak to 

three games. 
• The Black Knights now sit in third place 

in the Atlantic Hockey standings after a six-
point weekend. 

• Firriolo scored his second goal in as many 
games, his team-leading seventh of the year. 

• Bilek scored his sixth goal of the year to 
tie the game in the third period.

• Keranenʼs fourth goal of the season came 
while the Cadets were short-handed, the first 
shorthanded goal of his career. 

• Abdelnour also scored a goal in the 
contest which gives him tallies in back-to-back 
games.

• Gavin Abric saved 27 shots between the 
pipes to earn his seventh win of the year. 
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Army edged by Navy 17-13 in rivalry game
Senior quarterback Christian Anderson (#4) celebrates with his teammates after breaking loose for a 56-yard touchdown on Armyʼs fi rst drive of the fi rst quarter. 
However, The Black Knights would not score another touchdown as Navy won 17-13 Saturday at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, N.J.            
                                                                Photo by Class of 2023 Cadet Tyler Williams

By Eric Heppding
Army Athletic Communications

In the 122nd edition of Americaʼs Game, 
presented by USAA, the Army Black Knights 
fell to service academy foe Navy by a narrow 
margin of 17-13 Saturday at MetLife Stadium 
in East Rutherford, New Jersey.

The Midshipmen (4-8) scored 10 unanswered 
points in the second half to pull away from 
the Black Knights (8-4), who led by 13-7 at 
halftime.

Linebacker Kemonte Yow had a game- and 
career-best 13 tackles while linebacker Arik 
Smith and nose tackle Nolan Cockrill rounded 
out Armyʼs top three tacklers with nine and 
eight stops, respectively. Cockrill additionally 
contributed a four-yard sack and a QB hurry en 
route to fi nishing with 1.5 TFLs.

Both off enses got to work early in the rivalry 

game, as touchdowns were recorded on back-
to-back possessions to start things off . On the 
fourth snap of the game, quarterback Christian 
Anderson broke free with a 56-yard touchdown 
run as the Black Knights scored on their seventh 
opening drive of the season. Navy responded by 
stringing together an 11-play, 83-yard drive that 
chewed up nearly six minutes and ended with 
an eight-yard run into the end zone that knotted 
up the score at 7-7.

Army continued its attack on the next 
possession, quickly driving down to the 14-yard 
line. However, the Black Knights settled for a 
31-yard fi eld goal, which kicker Cole Talley 
knocked in to put the Cadets back on top at 10-7 
as the fi rst quarter concluded.

The majority of the second stanza was spent 
trading possessions, as Army punted twice and 
the Midshipmen missed a game-tying 53-yard 
fi eld goal. Eventually, the Black Knights added 

to their lead with another fi eld goal from Talley, 
as he connected a 32-yard fi eld goal that sent the 
team into the locker room with a 13-7 edge. At 
the half, Army held an additional advantage in 
total yards at 175-130.

In the second half, the Black Knights saw 
their lead slowly vanish as the Mids controlled 
the game down the stretch. After a 26-yard 
run on fourth-and-four extended a drive, Navy 
quarterback Tai Levatai knotted things up at 13-
13 with his second rushing strike of the night. 
The following PAT put Navy ahead 14-13 with 
nine minutes remaining in the third quarter.

Armyʼs off ense attempted to respond but 
had limited time with the ball as Navy took 
advantage of the clock. The Mids pushed their 
lead to 17-13 with a 43-yard fi eld goal that 
erased nine minutes at the start of the fourth 
quarter, and though there were glimmers of 
hope for the Cadets, they were ultimately unable 

to respond as Navy held on for just its second 
victory over Army in six years.

Quotable
Head Coach Jeff  Monken
(On trouble rushing the ball on off ense)
“They (Navy) beat the blocks, they just 

destroyed blocks. We werenʼt able to move their 
guys. They just did a much better job defending 
us than we did them. We tried a lot of diff erent 
things and none of them worked for us.ˮ

(On preparing for Armed Forces Bowl)
“Hopefully there are some things we can 

learn from the fi lm and get ready for the next 
game. I am glad we donʼt have to fi nish the 
season on a disappointing loss. We get a chance 
to play again, and our guys will be highly 
motivated to go to work tomorrow … we will 
get a workout in tomorrow and try to improve.ˮ


