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Cadets from the Class of 2022 hit a signifi cant milestone as they received 
their branch assignments, indicating the area of expertise they will serve 
as an Army offi  cer, during Branch Night Dec. 2 at various locations in 
Eisenhower Hall. (Above and left photos) After 1,026 fi rsties received one 
of the 17 Army branches, they celebrated with their classmates on the 
accomplishment.                    Photos by Christopher Hennen/USMA PAO
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Holiday spirit arrives at West Point with Santa, tree lighting
The holiday season went into full 
throttle as West Point celebrated its 
annual holiday tree lighting ceremony, 
hosted by West Point Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation, Monday at the 
Exchange. Beyond the lighting of 
the tree (top), the evening included 
music from the West Point Cadet 
Chapel Choir, West Point Band Brass 
Quintet, the distribution of trees by 
the Tree for Troops organization and 
a visit from Santa. (Below) Santa met 
with the children of the West Point 
community. 
     Photos by Delancey Pryor III/PV
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Class of 2022 Cadets John Gordon (left) and Cadet Cameryn Smith (right) pose 
for a photo after receiving their branch notification during Branch Night Dec. 
2 at Eisenhower Hall Theatre.    

Branch Night: Class of 2022 receives its branch notifications
Story and photos by Delancey Pryor III
Assistant Editor

The U.S. Military Academy Class of 
2022 celebrated one of its most significant 
milestones at West Point thus far — Branch 
Night. On Dec. 2, 1,026 cadets assembled inside 
Eisenhower Hall Theatre in an event hosted 
by the Department of Military Instruction to 
discover what branch they will proudly serve 
upon graduating and commissioning in May.

“To the Class of 2022 ... ‘For Many Stand 
the Few.ʼ What an absolutely special day it 
is. You’re 170 days until graduation, a month 
from entering your final semester as a cadet, 
two weeks from your second to last set of term 
ends, one week from beating Navy and minutes 
from receiving the branch that you worked so 
hard to earn,” said the Commandant of Cadets, 
Brig. Gen. Mark C. Quander.

After his speech, Quander introduced the 
distinguished guest speaker for the evening, 
retired Gen. Richard A. Cody.

Cody, West Point Class of 1972 graduate 
and former vice chief of staff of the U.S. Army, 
took the stage and seemed to break the stress in 
his opening comment.

“I’m glad you shortened that. Last time I 
was introduced I thought I was at my funeral.” 
Cody said.

Cody then quipped about his academy 
career.

“Truth be known — I was mediocre 
cadet,” Cody said. With that said, the cadets in 
attendance clapped and roared in approval of 
the 50-year affliate class member. 

Then Cody seamlessly spoke about the 
significance of the 17 Army branches.

“Each branch in our Army is important. 
You’re joining an Army at a very exciting 
time. Your Army is undergoing the largest 
transformation change in over four decades,ˮ 
Cody said. “These changes are going to 
dramatically change the way the Army will 
fight in the future, how it will be organized and 
how our Army will train. It’s not just about the 
modernization of our equipment and the new 

technologies that you read about. I think the 
most important part of the transformation is 
leading and how we develop leaders.”

Cody assured the group of cadets that their 
education from West Point is the best in the 
world, but alone, it isn’t enough to lead the best 
asset in the Army.

“Everybody knows that you’ll be from the 
Class of 2022. They will know you graduated 
from West Point,ˮ Cody said. “They know that 
you’re probably pretty smart but when you get 
there you need to understand (one) thing — the 
Soldiers who you lead really don’t care how 
much you know. What they want to know is 
how much you care. How much you care about 
them. How much you care about your unit and 
how much you care about the mission. They’ll 
learn soon enough that you’re pretty smart and 
more than capable but that’s what they want 
to see first.

“Your class motto really says it all. ‘For 
Many Stand the Few.ʼ We know that you will 
do your duty. You’ll do it with honor, and you’ll 
do it for country. Army strong. Beat Navy,” 
Cody concluded.

With excitement and nervousness in the 
air, tactical command teams called on each 
cadet and handed each one a sealed envelope 
with his or her name on it. The moment had 
finally arrived.

“Let’s go! Let’s go!” screamed cadets from 
Company B-2 Bulldogs as they waited for the 
order.

“Raise those envelopes high to the sky — 
Class of 2022,ˮ said Col. Alan Boyer, DMI 
director. “Welcome to the profession of arms. 
Open your envelopes!”

Hugs, high-fives, screaming, crying and 
one-of-a-kind celebrations began throughout 
the theatre. 

As the realization of their future in the 
Army began to set in, cadets were encouraged 
to leave the theatre, report to their designated 
branch areas and receive their branch insignia.

Class of 2022 Cadet Cameryn Smith, 
member of the Black Knight Drill Team 
and National Society of Black Engineers, 

shared her excitement of being selected to the 
Quartermaster branch.

“I am excited to be a part of the logistician 
corps of the Army, support fellow Soldiers and 
serve my country,ˮ Smith said. “I have been 
looking forward to branching Quartermaster 
since I learned about it as an option.”

With only a few months left in her journey 
at West Point, she reflected on her time at the 
academy.

“My time at West Point has been filled 
with challenges and triumphs. I’ve grown and 
stretched mentally, physically and spiritually,ˮ 
Smith said. “Through times when I thought 
I had reached my max effort, I learned I had 
more inside. I have made lifelong friends and 
connections with my peers and adult mentors 
who believed in me and never gave up on me. 
I will be forever grateful for the opportunities 
that West Point has given to me.”

As far as the future goes, Smith is looking 
forward to making her mark in the Army. 

“I am eager to mark my place in history as a 
member of the Long Gray Line. I am ready for 
the adventure,ˮ Smith said. “I must also admit 
that I am looking forward to tasks of ‘adulting,ʼ 
like having my own living space to personalize, 
decorate and make my own. There is so much 
ahead for my fellow classmates and I. This is 
a golden moment!”

Class of 2022 Cadet John Gordon, a 
member of S2, Fourth Regiment, expressed 
excitement in being selected to the Aviation 
branch. 

“I am incredibly happy, and it was 

my number one choice. Aside from flying 
helicopters being every young boy’s dream, I 
love the culture in aviation,ˮ Gordon said. “I 
think it is the best fit for me.”

As Gordon continued, he started to imagine 
what his future looks like after West Point. 

“Flight School is in Alabama, so I’ll be a lot 
closer to my family in Georgia,ˮ Gordon said. 
“Also, I am excited to get back to work. Don’t 
get me wrong, I am still working hard through 
my firstie year, but flight school offers a new 
sort of challenge. I think it will be fun to start 
the learning process all over again.”

Accessions Chief, Lt. Col. Eric Gust, 
provided the Pointer View with the following 
West Point branch statistics of branch/number 
cadets entering the branch:

• Air Defense Artillery: 60; Adjutant 
General: 13; Armor: 97; Aviation: 97; Chemical 
Corps: 8; Cyber: 42; Engineers: 133; Field 
Artillery: 145; Finance Corps: 7; Infantry: 
199; Military Intelligence: 70; Military Police: 
14; Medical Service: 21; Ordnance/EOD: 
16/16; Quartermaster: 26; Signal Corps: 41; 
Transportation Corps: 21 — with a total of 
1,026 cadets notified of a branch assignment.

Seventy-four percent of cadets received 
their number one branch choice while 92% of 
cadets received a top three choice preference. 
Gust noted that the willingness to serve an 
additional three years for branch of choice was 
a determining factor for many cadets. 

Seventy-eight of 90 cadets who incurred a 
BRADSO required it to receive their number 
one branch preference.

Retired Gen. Richard A. Cody, West Point Class of 1972 graduate and former 
vice chief of staff of the U.S. Army, as a member of the 50-year affliate class for 
the Class of 2022, was the guest speaker Dec. 2 during Branch Night. 
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Family, friends honor fallen during Wreaths Across America ceremony

See WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA, PAGE 5

Story and photos by Jorge Garcia 
PV Staff Writer

Morrill Worcester was 12 years old when he beheld the sacred 
headstones that abounded the grounds of the Arlington National 
Cemetery in Virginia. The headstones reflected the ultimate 
sacrifice made by the men and women who served in the military 
and took up arms to defend the Nation.

This poignant experience would have an ever-lasting effect on 
Worcester. Later in life, his desire to pay tribute to fallen service 
members would echo throughout the Nation and breathe life into 
the Wreaths Across America motto: Remember, Honor, Teach.

According to the WAA.org page, the Worcester Wreath 
Company found itself with a surplus of wreaths nearing the 
end of the holiday season in 1992. Worcester remembered his 
experience at Arlington and used the wreaths to take the first step 
in starting a 29-year tradition. 

Each December, Wreaths Across America ensures to conduct 
wreath-laying ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery and 
more than 2,500 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states.

Because of WAA, friends, family, veterans and service 
members from across the Nation ventured to the U.S. Military 
Academy to pay their respects to deceased service members 
and lay a wreath on their gravesites on Dec. 4 at the West Point 
Cemetery.

“I love the fact that we can combine the two entities,” Todd 

Crowder, a professor at the Department of Physical Education, 
said. “We have the West Point motto: Duty, Honor, Country and 
the Wreaths Across America motto: Remember, Honor, Teach. 
So, it’s a natural fit and as anyone who has participated can see, 
the wreath-laying ceremony is about remembering our fallen 
service members and teaching the children about their sacrifice.” 

Dennis and Marion Zilinski came from New Jersey to visit 
their son’s gravesite, USMA Class of 2004 graduate Dennis 
Zilinski. Zilinski left his mark on West Point, earning several 
awards as a West Point swimming and diving team member, 
where he would eventually become team captain. 

Dennis Jr. commissioned as a second lieutenant and arrived 
at his duty station in Fort Campbell, Kentucky, where he was 
assigned to the 101st Airborne Division’s 1st Battalion, 187th 
Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team.  

During his deployment in Bayji, Iraq, he was killed in action 
during a roadside bombing on Nov. 19, 2005. For 16 years, 
Zilinski’s family has committed to keeping his memory alive 
by celebrating his life and the freedom he fought to preserve 
for the Nation.

One of the many ways they celebrate his life is by laying a 
wreath upon his gravesite and sharing his story with the younger 
generation.

“You realize, coming to this event, that there’s a lot of people 
who understand that freedom isn’t free, and when you come here 
and see the people interact, you realize that they get it,” Marion 

Zilinski said. “We’ve also been down to Arlington Cemetery 
and it’s powerful, and what Wreaths Across America is doing is 
teaching the children, because eventually, I and my husband will 
not be here, but at least through the younger generation, my son 
will not be forgotten.”

Dennis Zilinski Sr. said he believes the children that left the 
wreaths at the gravesites are absorbed during every moment of 
their experience. While they may not understand the significance 
of what they were doing, the memories will resonate with them 
as they grow older.

“The kids will remember that they laid a wreath on a grave 
site and while they might not know who (he or she) is, they’ll 
get the story from someone that this service member paid the 
ultimate sacrifice for their freedom and everyone else’s freedom,” 
Zilinski Sr. said. “Right now, we’re building the groundwork 
for the little ones. So, the teenagers are the ones that need to be 
reached, and they need to get the whole picture of what Wreaths 
Across America is.”

Other participants like Vincent and Wendy Maiello said they 
attended the wreath-laying ceremony at the West Point Cemetery 
since its inception at USMA in 2010. Throughout the years, they 
would bring their two daughters, Emily and Abigail, to teach and 
share with them invaluable lessons on sacrifice and commitment 
through the chivalrous examples of fallen service members. 

“I came down during the first year of this event to support 

(Above and inset) Friends, family, veterans, cadets and service members from across the nation ventured to the U.S. Military Academy to pay their respects to 
deceased service members and lay a wreath on their gravesites on Saturday at the West Point Cemetery. Each December, Wreaths Across America ensures to 
conduct wreath-laying ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery and more than 2,500 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states to honor the fallen and those 
who served.
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“WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA,” cont’d from Page 4
and try it out, and we’ve done it every year since,” Vincent said. 
“It’s a tradition in our family now.”

Charli Czaczkowski was seven years old when she attended 
the wreath-laying ceremony for the first time. It was cold, wet 
and raining. There were fewer people who attended then, with 
about 100 graves covered with wreaths, she said. 

“I’m 18 years old now, and I now know what it means to 
respect and honor those who sacrificed so much,” Czaczkowski 
added.

Emily and Abigail Maiello added they were children when 
they first attended a wreath-laying ceremony in 2011. They’ve 
made about 10 trips to the West Point Cemetery, with each 
experience teaching them the treasured value of freedom.

For Emily, learning that some of the service members passed 
away at her age made it a more heart-wrenching experience. 
However, it also added an extra layer of connectedness. 

“As you get older, the stories stick with you more and it gets 
more and more impactful every year to watch Wreaths Across 
America grow,” Emily said. “Just seeing how much my respect 
and reverence for this ceremony has grown for the past 10 years 
(at West Point), I can only imagine how much more impactful it 
will be 10 years from now. I hope within that time, we can go to 
other places like Arlington and experience this ceremony with 
more people and immerse ourselves during the wreath-laying 
ceremony.”

For more information on the wreath-laying ceremony, visit 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

(Above) Gold Star family members honor their deceased service members and lay wreathes at their 
gravesites on Saturday at the West Point Cemetery. 

(Above and left) A cadet and veterans from the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) help 
with the placement on wreaths on every grave Saturday at the West Point Cemetery.
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See RETREAT, PAGE 7

Capt. Mitchell McDonald mentoring cadets during lunch at the second annual Mentorship and Wellness Retreat in 
Ellenville, N.Y.                                                    Courtesy photos

BS&L cadets travel to retreat on importance of mentorship

 POINTIN FOCUS: MENTORSHIP/WELLNESS RETREAT 

By Lt. Col. Andrea Peters
Behavioral Sciences and Leadership 
assistant professor

The Diversity Forum is one of the 10 
programs under the West Point Leadership 
Center of the Department of Behavioral 
Sciences and Leadership. The Forum has 
strategic outcomes to expose, educate and 
empower cadets and junior leaders to be 
the change in the world they want to see. 
The Diversity Forum approaches these 
outcomes through mentorship, volunteerism 
and outreach lines of efforts (LOEs) by 
embodying the tenants of servant leadership.

The group traveled to Honor’s Haven 
in Ellenville, New York from Nov. 5-7 to 
execute its second annual Mentorship and 
Wellness Retreat. 

The retreat is focused on giving back 
to the servant leader cadets and helping 
them take a tactical pause for their personal 
wellness and to help them better understand 
the importance of mentorship throughout 
their careers and lives. 

The group executed its intent with Cedric 
Williams, Ph.D., sharing a compelling talk 
about personal wellness, where I particularly 
took away the quote, “Whatever you put 
above your wellness, you will lose.” 

Additionally, Williams was personable 
and vulnerable within his talk, providing 
pictures and vignettes for the attendees to 
engage. He gave the group some homework to 
ensure they Divert Daily, Withdraw Weekly 
and Abandon Yearly, which is really where 
he wanted them to take care of themselves by 
investing in them and their families. 

Finally, he asked us to think about our 
support systems and take the time to show 
gratitude to them with a handwritten letter.

The group then heard from Chaplain 
(Capt.) Jeff Tilden about spiritual fitness 
and how understanding this area of their 
lives allows their four-legged stool to stand 
balanced. He also shared compelling data 

about the level of spiritual awareness and 
connection at West Point being one of the 
highest percentages he has seen across the 
Army at 88%. 

These stats ,  along with the cadets 
better understanding the function and 

responsibilities of a chaplain led into many 
thought-provoking questions. Cadets walked 
away with a great understanding of a primary 
resource of support and hope as they navigate 
West Point, but more importantly, the Army.

The last speaker of the day was the 
amazing Dr. Cindy Jebb, the 14th Dean of 
the USMA’s Academic Board, and now the 
President of Ramapo College. She helped the 
forum group understand what mentorship is, 
why it is important, and what it looks like and 
morphs into for the mentor and the mentee. 

Jebb gave personal examples of her 
own mentorship relationships and how they 
were built on vulnerability, mutual respect, 
crucible moments and, ultimately, trust. She 
also spoke to mentorship and leadership in the 
space of diversity, equity and inclusion and 
how we must do what we say we are going 
to do and what is needed to breed a sense of 
belonging in our organizations. 

She made mention of these points as she 
spoke about Ramapo College of New Jersey, 
where she is proud to call home now.

The group ended the official part of its 
action-packed day with team building by 
Honorʼs Haven Retreat and Conference with 
Mr. Steve and Mr. Nick. 

They gave the Forum group wonderful 
challenges that were fun, thought-provoking, 
competitive and growth oriented. 

Cadets and officers left these events 
having been pushed passed individualistic 
mindsets into a space of creative teamwork 
for survival. The group could not have been 
more pleased by the experience.

The informal part of the day consisted 
of a study hall where most of the young 
leaders and officers decided to join, physical 
additional instructions (AI) in the pool to help 
younger cadets on survival swim, and fire pit 
relationship building. 

All three of these informal events bred 
an essence of the topics of discussion from 
the day and the execution of lessons learned 
from the day.

Sunday gave the group a chance to really 
wrap its arms around the concepts discussed 
and help make clear ties of its intersections 
and importance. 

The group did this through the wisdom 
and vignette of a man that I am so proud of 
and love beyond his awareness; my brother, 
Lt. Col. Derrick Peters. 

His story of adulting and living life at 
the tip of the spear was eye-opening, moving 
and the cement to set this foundation of the 
importance of wellness. Last but not least, 
the cadets presented on their own take from 
the weekend. 

Their responses were full of vulnerability Diversity Forum cadets and Maj. Lidilia Garcia listening and taking notes during 
the Wellness Talk with Dr. Cedric Williams.
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and depth,  but they were also full  of 
authenticity about who they are and the future 
they are walking into. This is where they all 
knew that the weekend resonated and positive 
change was and is upon them.

I  would  be  l ack ing ,  i f  I  d id  no t 
acknowledge the people who made this 
weekend possible and made it  rich to 
experience. Thus, the group was honored 
to have five selfless leaders join them in 
the capacity of junior mentors: Maj. Shari 
Bowen, Maj. Lidilia Garcia, Capt. Jacqueline 
Thompson, Capt. Gabrielle Perez and Capt. 
Mitchell McDonald. 

Each mentor was assigned a team of 
six cadets to formally interact with and 
mentor throughout the weekend. However, 
these connections and conversations were 
happening both formally and informally at 
meals, during study hall and during our firepit 
engagements. None of this could have been 
possible without their care and attention for 
every cadet present. 

A special thank you to the Department 
of Behavioral Sciences and Leadership for 
believing in the Diversity Forum and seeing 
them as a known quantity for cadets, staff 
and faculty.

Maj. Shari Bowen (third from left) and her mentorship group with Chaplain (Capt.) Jeff Tilden and his son after a 
spirituality talk and reflective nature walk at the second annual Mentorship and Wellness Retreat in Ellenville, N.Y. 
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Keller Corner: Weekly updates, COVID-19 info

KKeller CCorner
For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus 
information, Keller Army Community Hospital 
notifications, how to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
federal/state/local guidance and the U.S. Military 
Academy and Army Garrison West Point 
webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.mil/
West-Point-COVID-19-INFO/.

Changes to Keller Laboratory’s Phlebotomy Room hours
The Keller Army Community Hospital Laboratory’s Phlebotomy Room will change its operating 

hours Jan. 1, 2022, to 7 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
The laboratory will be closed from 1-3 p.m. Thursdays for training. 
For more information on the laboratory and pathology services at Keller, visit https://keller.

tricare.mil/Health-Services/Lab-Tests-Radiology/Laboratory-and-Pathology.  
We thank you, the Greater West Point community and our beneficiaries, for placing your trust 

in the high-quality, world-class healthcare we provide on a daily basis.

TRICARE Pharmacy Network Changes
A group of retail pharmacies, including Walmart and Sam’s Club, are no longer a part of 

TRICARE’s pharmacy network. 
Additionally, CVS pharmacies will be joining the TRICARE pharmacy network at this time. 

It is important that TRICARE beneficiaries move their prescription to an in-network pharmacy. 
If beneficiaries do not switch to an in-network pharmacy before Wednesday, their TRICARE 
pharmacy benefit will no longer cover prescriptions filled there. 

TRICARE is committed to a smooth transition for affected beneficiaries. Express Scripts will 
send a letter notifying all beneficiaries who have filled at an impacted pharmacy, within the last 
six months to let them know about this change.

TRICARE beneficiaries can find an in-network retail pharmacy at https://www.esrx.com/
findpharmacy. 

2022 TRICARE Co-Pay Changes
TRICARE pharmacy co-payments will change for all beneficiaries, except active duty service 

members (ADSMs), dependent survivors of ADSMs and medically retired service members and 
their dependents. These changes will begin on Jan. 1, 2022 for retail and home delivery points of 
service. There is still a $0 co-payment for all formulary drugs at military pharmacies. 

With these changes, military pharmacies continue to remain the lowest cost pharmacy options 
for TRICARE beneficiaries, who have the option to get generic and brand name drugs for $0 co-
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payment.
Home Delivery is still an option for certain prescriptions. Please note that certain brand name 

maintenance medications (long-term medication) can only be filled twice at retail. After two 
refills, maintenance medications must be filled via home delivery or at a military pharmacy. Acute 
medications (short-term medication) are available at retail pharmacies.

Visit the TRICARE Pharmacy page (https://tricare.mil/pharmacy) to learn more. 
You can also view the TRICARE Pharmacy co-payments to increase in 2022 at https://

newsroom.tricare.mil/Articles/Article/2792283/tricare-pharmacy-copayments-to-increase-
in-2022 to see the updated costs for the upcoming year. See graphic below.

Five reasons to get a mammogram  

By Population Health, Keller Army 
Community Hospital

One of the most important women’s 
health issues is breast cancer. According to 
statistics, 1 in 8 women in the United States 
gets diagnosed with it in their lifetime. Every 
year, there are over 60,000 new cases of breast 
cancer detected in women, out of which over 
12,000 are malignant cases. Therefore, it is 
necessary to get a mammogram every year 
to keep track of your health.

There are two types of mammograms, 
one is a screening mammogram which is for 
women who just want to get tested and have 
no visible symptoms. 

The  o ther  type  i s  the  d iagnos t i c 
mammogram, which is for women who have 
symptoms such as lumps and pain.

Here are five good reasons why you should 
be getting a mammogram:

1. Early detection can save lives
Why wait for anything drastic to happen 

when you can get yourself tested easily? Early 
detection can do wonders by helping you beat 
breast cancer and staying ahead of the game. 
Breast cancer isn’t life threatening itself but 
if it spreads to other parts of the body and 
becomes metastasized, it can be fatal.

2. The American Cancer Society and 
all the doctors say so!

It is recommended that all the women 
from the age of 40 and onward get themselves 
tested. According to the American Cancer 
Society’s research, women who are over 
40 but haven’t hit menopause should get 
a mammogram annually, whereas post-
menopausal women should get one every 
two years.

3. Mammograms are painless 

You have nothing to worry about when 
you go for a mammogram because it is not 
only safe and painless but doesn’t take more 
than half an hour.

4. The risk increases with time
The risk of breast cancer increases as a 

woman ages so it is imperative that you get 
yourself tested if you have crossed into your 
40s.

5. They are safe
There is a lot of misinformation that 

getting a mammogram is unnecessary because 
there are harmful rays and radiation emitted 
from the mammogram machine. But that is 
not the case. One screening per year will not 
do any damage to your health.

To schedule a mammogram with Keller 
Army Community Hospital, call the Radiology 
Department to make an appointment at 845-

938-4840 without a referral. 
You can also discuss having a mammogram 

with your PCM. You can make an appointment 
with you PCM by calling the appointment 
line at 845-938-7992 or 800-552-2907, or 
through TRICARE Online at https://www.
tricareonline.com. 

If you are seeing a doctor outside of 
Keller Army Community Hospital and have 
had a mammogram, ask your doctor to fax 
your Mammogram results to 845-938-1120, 
Attention: Gwendolyn Swinson, RN. This 
will assure your results are entered into your 
medical records. 

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
staff is committed to helping you stay healthy. 

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to 
contact Gwendolyn Swinson, RN, Population 
Health Nurse at 845-938-8241.

Thank you for taking the time to take care 
of your health.
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MWR events/off erings

MWR ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAP Presents Wee-Play and Wee-Read Programs 

Wee-Play is an open play group designed for your little one to learn, play, make new friends 
and develop their social, cognitive and motor skills. Wee-Play takes place from 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
and 10-11 a.m. Tuesdays.

Wee-Read is a fun-fi lled story time including activities that promote speech development and 
learning. Wee-Read takes place from 9-10 a.m. Tuesdays. The programs take place at the Youth 
Center Gym in Building 500. 

It is open to all active duty personnel and DOD civilians with children ages 4 and under. 
Registration is required. To register, call 845-938-0633. For more details, visit westpoint.

armymwr.com. 

Child and Youth Services is hiring
Looking for new job opportunities? West Point Child and Youth Services is now hiring Child 

and Youth Program assistants for full-time, part-time and fl ex positions at Stony Child Development 
Center, the Lee Area School Age Center and the Youth Center. 

Salary ranges from $16.09-$19.20 per hour, plus all newly hired employees (e.g. — fi rst time 
hires or former employees returning after at least one year away) will receive a $500 recruitment 
bonus upon appointment. 

Apply by visiting the CYS page on usajobs.gov, or by scanning the QR code on their hiring 
fl yer (see advertisment to right). 

For more details, visit the CYS hiring page at westpoint.armymwr.com.

West Point Departments Team Building Activity 
The Tronsrue Marksmanship Center will be off ering West Point departments team building 

activity events through December with a duration of two hours at the center. 
Learn pistol safety and the fundamentals of shooting. There is a nominal fee for this activity that 

includes: Basic pistol instructions 101, fi rearm rental, targets, range time and 25 rounds of ammo. 
Pre-registration is required. To register, call 845-938-1700.

MWR Fitness Center Bingo
Play bingo at the MWR Fitness Center through Dec. 17 for chances to win prizes.
Take any available fi tness class or participate in an intramural sports activity to get your card 

stamped. For a complete list on how to get your card stamped, visit westpoint.armymwr.com. 
The games are self led and you play at your own pace and participation is free. 

Group fi tness classes are $5 each. For details, call 845-938-6490. 

West Point Staff  & Faculty Noontime Pickleball League 
Sign-up for the West Point Staff  and Faculty Noontime Pickleball League. Games will be 

played the fi rst and third Wednesdays each month from noon-1:15 p.m. December through April 
at Arvin Gym. 

It is open to active duty, Title 5 and 10 Personnel and appropriated and non-appropriated CAC 
card holders. To sign-up, call MWR Intramural Sports Offi  ce at 845-938-3088.

West Point Staff  & Faculty Noontime Badminton Open Play League 
Sign-up for the West Point Staff  and Faculty Noontime Badminton Open Play League. 
Games will be played the second and fourth Wednesday of each month from noon-1:15 p.m. 

FEATURED EVENT

December through April at Arvin Gym. 
It is open to active duty, Title 5 and 10 Personnel and appropriated and non-appropriated CAC 

card holders. To sign-up, call MWR Intramural Sports Offi  ce at 845-938-3088.

(NEW) New Functional Fitness Classes with Anthony
New functional fi tness classes with Anthony will be held at 9 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays at the MWR Fitness Center. The classes help prepare your body for real-life movement 
and activities. 

Train your muscles to work in unison. Simulate common movements you would do at home, 
work or in sports. 

There is a nominal fee for these classes. Register at the MWR Fitness Center. For more info, 
call 845-938-6490.

(NEW) Utah (Non-Resident) Concealed Permit Course
The Utah (non-resident) concealed permit course is a non-live fi re class from 1-5:30 p.m. on 

Jan. 8 at the Buff alo Soldier Pavilion, 628 Hodges Place. No fi rearms or permits needed. 
This permit allows non-residents to carry a concealed handgun in 35 states (unfortunately, 

New York does not recognize the Utah permit). This is the ideal permit to have if you travel to 
diff erent states.  

This class includes your passport style photo, fi nger prints, application, mailing envelope and 
address labels. All you have to do is send it off  in the mail.  There is a nominal fee for this class. 

Please bring a blank check to this class when attending to pay for the application fee currently 
at $63.25. To register, visit westpoint.armymwr.com, visit the center or call 845-938-1700. 

(NEW) Range Fee Punch Passes Make the Perfect Holiday Gift
Range fee punch passes are now available for purchase at 665 Tower Road during normal 

business operation hours. 
Two diff erent range fee passes are available in six punches and 12 punches for cadets and E1-

E5 for a nominal fee and six punches and 12 punches for all other eligible patrons at a nominal 
fee. For more details, call 845-938-1700 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

Group Fitness Classes ongoing
There are new Group Fitness classes at the MWR Fitness Center to include Zumba, Cycle and 

RIPPED (HIIT). For more details, call 845-938-6490.

New time for Spin Class with Rene at the MWR Fitness Center
Spin Class with Rene is now on Wednesdays at 8 a.m. Class size is limited to seven people. 

Pre-registration strongly suggested.
Registration is highly encouraged and can be done through WebTrac. Masks are not required 

while on bike. Please check in at the front desk before and after class. For details, call 845-938-6490.

Personal Trainers available at the MWR Fitness Center
Personal training is back at the MWR Fitness Center. Personal trainers work under a government 

contract to teach at the MWR Fitness Center. Call our front desk, or stop by to set up a session or 
an assessment today. All Fitness Center COVID-mitigation policies apply. 

There is a nominal fee for these sessions. Make your appointment by calling 845-938-6490. 
For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

(NEW) Morgan Farm Stable and Kennel for Horse Boarding, Riding Lessons and 
Pet Kenneling

Morgan Farm Stable and Kennel is located at 206 Morgan Farm Road, Highland Falls, New 
York, behind O’Neill High School. 

Morgan Farm off ers horse boarding, riding lessons and pet kenneling at an aff ordable price. 
For more details, call 845-938-3926 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

(NEW) All New Dinner-To-Go Menu Items at the West Point Club 
The West Point Club has a few new menu items that includes chicken noodle soup, pasta 

primavera, salmon with dill butter, rack of barbeque ribs, macaroni and cheese and individual 
cheese cakes. 

The West Point Club’s Dinner-To-Go is available Monday through Friday. Place your order 
by 2 p.m. that day and specify a pick up time between 4–5:30 p.m. and pick up your meal at the 
WPC’s Benny Havens Lounge. Servings for four or six are available for a nominal fee. 

For pricing and menu items, visit thewestpointclub.com or call 845-446-5506/5504.

(NEW) West Point Bowling Center Pizza Delivery 
Order your pizza for delivery today from the West Point Bowling Center. Delivery hours are 11 

a.m.-7:30 p.m. Monday-Friday and noon-7:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, for West Point residents 
only. All menu items are deliverable. To order and for delivery, call 845-938-2140.

(UPDATED) ACS Family Holiday Party
Come join Army Community Services from 4-8 p.m. Dec. 17 for its free Family Holiday 

Party featuring fun activities, light refreshments and Santa. This event will now take place 
at the ACS Building, 622 Swift Road.

There are four separate time slots: 4-4:45 p.m., 5-5:45 p.m., 6-6:45 p.m. and 7-8 p.m. 
EFMP families are invited to join the event between 4-4:45 p.m. for a sensory-friendly 

Santa visit. To register for a time slot, call 845-938-5654. This event is open to the entire 
West Point community.
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FEATURED ITEMS
FEHB Health Benefits virtual fair 
event and open season

A Federal Employees Health Benefits 
(FEHB) open season is through Monday 
to choose a new or update your health, 
dental and vision plans.

(NEW) Commissary Holiday Hours
The Commissary will be open from 

9 a.m.-7 p.m. Dec. 20-23, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Dec. 24 and 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Dec. 31. 

The Commissary will be closed Dec. 
25 and Jan. 1.

Army Education and Workshops 
The Army Education Center’s college 

courses are offered through the Army 
Education Center at West Point, located 
at 683 Buckner Loop.

Graduate studies
•  John Jay College of Criminal 

Justice — master’s degree in public 
administration. For details, email Kim 
Heyman at kheyman@jjay.cuny.edu. 

• Long Island University — master’s 
degrees in school counseling, mental 
health counseling, marriage and family 
counseling — call Mary Beth Leggett 
at 845-446-3818 or email marybeth.
leggett@liu.edu.

AEC — Testing Office
 The Army Education Center at 

West Point offers the following Army 
Personnel Tests (APT) — AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT and SIFT. We also offer the TABE 
and GT Predictor. 

Testing is offered by appointment 
only. 

To make an appointment, call 845-
938-3360 or email Janet Browne at 
janet.p.browne.ctr@mail.mil or Melissa 
Siry at melissa.e.siry.ctr@mail.mil. 

The AEC is also an Authorized 
Pearson VUE Testing Site, open on a 
space available basis to Soldiers, civilian 
personnel, military contractors and family 
members who hold a government ID card. 

Army Career Skills Program 
The Army’s Career Skills Program 

(CSP) prepares Soldiers for civilian 
e m p l o y m e n t  t h r o u g h  f i r s t - c l a s s 
apprenticeships, on the job training, job 
shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate 
in an Army CSP up to 180 days prior 
to separation from the Army and after 
completion of the mandatory five-day 
TAP workshop. 

The use of permissive temporary 
duty (PTDY) to attend a CSP more 
than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s 
duty station may be granted at the 
Commander’s discretion. Transitioning 
service members can contact Heyman at 
kimberly.i.heyman.ctr@army.mil.
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Hockey earns 4-1 win over Sacred Heart on Branch Night

**View Army west Point schedule At www.goArmywestPoint.com/cAlendAr.AsPx?.

men's And women's swimming And diVing

todAy, 5 P.m.—nAVy, AnnAPolis, mArylAnd, lejeune hAll. 

FootbAll

sAturdAy, 3 P.m.—nAVy, eAst rutherFord, new jersey, metliFe stAdium.  (tV: 
cbs.)

Sports calendarSports calendar FootbAll

dec. 22, 8 P.m.—missouri, Fort worth, texAs, lockheed mArtin Armed Forces 
bowl. (tV: esPn.)

men's bAsketbAll

jAn. 1, 2 P.m.—loyolA mArylAnd, christl ArenA. 

women's bAsketbAll

jAn. 2, noon—bucknell, christl ArenA. 

It was an all-around great night for the Army West Point hockey team, who picked up a key 
conference win over Sacred Heart on Branch Night Dec. 2 at the U.S. Military Academy. The six 
senior cadets (above) all received their branch assignments while celebrating the win in the locker 
room surrounded by their friends and teammates. The Black Knights had plenty to celebrate on 
the ice as well, picking up three points in Atlantic Hockey play in a 4-1 rout of the Sacred Heart 
Pioneers. After a slow start to the action, Army finally found a hole in the Sacred Heart defense 
and scored its first goal on a wrist shot from Kendrick Frost (right). Patrick Smyth had the 
primary helper and Brody Medeiros recorded his first-career point with the secondary assist on 
the shot. Sacred Heart put a tally on the board early in the first, but the Black Knights answered 
just 18 seconds later. Chris Konin scored his first career goal — the eventual game winner — off 
a centering pass from Andrew Quetell to put Army up a goal. After making a great defensive play 
on the blue line, Joey Baez broke away from the defense and beat the goalie to put Army up 3-1. 
Daniel Haider rounded out the scoring for Army with a tip in goal at the net after shot attempts 
from Jake Felker and Chris Konin ricocheted off the pads of the Pionner goaltender. Felker and 
Konin were both credited with assists on Haiderʼs second goal of the season. After building the 
lead, Army coasted to a 4-1 win, controlling the puck in the SHU zone for a majority of the game 
and final period of play. Gavin Abric cleaned up with 24 saves in a solid effort between the pipes 
to lift Army to a solid bounce back win.                 Photo by Mady salvani/ Army Athletic Communications
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Black Knights have strong start to indoor track & field season
Senior Kevin Sembrat (above) combined with Elijah Bellamy, Michael Altenberg and Justin Young to take the 4x400-meter victory at the Crowell Open Saturday 
at Gillis Field House.                                            Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By Derick Thornton
Army Athletic Communications

Individual and program records were 
set by the menʼs and womenʼs teams at 
the annual Crowell Open on Saturday to 
kickoff the indoor track and field season.

 
Event Winners
Womenʼs winners:
• 200M — Jazmine Alderman (25.36);
• 400M — Emma Taylor (57.89);
• 500M — Anna Tovkach (1:15.10);
• 3000M — Thorin Jean (10:24.58);
• 60M — Saydee Aganus (8.71);
• 4x400M — Anna Tovkach, Emma 

Taylro, Holli Chapman, Shayla Bonzelet 
(3:54.26);

•  High Jump — Nataleigh Cantu 
(1.65m);

• Pole Vault — Samantha Sheppard-Moore 
(3.72m);

• Shot Put — Emily Fink (15.58m);
• Throw — Emily Mikoud (20.71m);
• Pentathlon — Zoe Eggleston.
Menʼs winners: 
• 60M — Jon Redmond (6.89);
• 200M — Ryan Hogan (22.16);
• 800M — Michael Altenburg (1:56.72);
• 1000M — Torin Christianson (2:32.14);
• 60M Hurdles — Justin Young (8.29);
• 4x400M — Elijah Bellamy, Michael 

Altenburg, Justin Young, Kevin Sembrat 
(3:17.51);

• High Jump — Talon Estes (2.02m);
• Pole Vault — Ethan Hull (5.00m);
• Shot Put — Jamir Gibson (18.35m);
• Throw — Jamir Gibson (20.04m);
• Pentathlon (60m Hurdles)  — Valor 

Carlsen (9.51);

• Pentathlon  (High Jump) — Valor 
Carlsen (1.78m);

• Pentathlon (Long Jump) — David 
Counts (6.10m);

• Pentathlon (Shot Put) — Valor Carlsen 
(12.01m).

 
COACHʼS CORNER
“Today, in what is normally a rust buster 

type of meet for us we saw some of the best 
all-time performances in the history of our 
program. The meet attracted quite a few more 
entries than we have seen in the past and I 
think that helped improve the competitive 
level across the board. 

“And we have to consider that our people 
have not had a competitively balanced indoor 
meet since 2020 so this was an important day 
for our team. It was pretty high energy from 
morning until evening. 

“Two marks, in particular, rose to the 
level of historical significance today and 
both were on the womenʼs side. Saydee 
Aganus equaled her program record in the 
60m hurdle final. I thought she looked very 
good in the prelim and she came back in the 
final and ran even better. It helped to have 
Brianna White right there with her. Those 
two were stride-for-stride through three 
hurdles and then Saydee inched ahead over 
hurdles 4 and 5. 

“The other mark that jumped out at me 
was the weight throw performance by Emily 
Mikoud. She has continued to get stronger 
and technically better all fall and today we 
saw the results of that hard work. She has been 
one of our most valuable performers over the 
last few years and todayʼs performance is 
just one more indication of how good she 
is.ˮ — Mike Smith.
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Army accepts bid to Armed Forces Bowl, faces Missouri 

ViSit www.GoarMYweStPoint.CoM/tiCKetS or Call 1-877-tiX-arMY to PUrCHaSe loCKHeed Martin arMed forCeS Bowl tiCKetS.

BOWL GAME TICKETS FOR ARMY WEST POINT FOOTBALL ARE NOW AVAILABLE. 

Army West Point football will face Missouri at TCUʼs Amon G. Carter Stadium in Fort Worth, Texas, and is set for an 8 
p.m. EST kickoff  on Dec. 22. This will be the 19th rendition of the Armed Forces Bowl, which started in 2003.           
                                             Graphic by Army Athletic Communications

By Eric Heppding
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Football team has 
accepted a bid to the Lockheed Martin Armed 
Forces Bowl and will take on Missouri, as 
announced by the Bowlʼs executive director 
Brant Ringler on Sunday afternoon.

The game will take place at TCUʼs Amon 
G. Carter Stadium in Fort Worth, Texas, and is 
set for an 8 p.m. EST kickoff  on Dec. 22. This 
will be the 19th rendition of the Armed Forces 
Bowl, which started in 2003.  

“We are excited to announce that Army 
West Point will be returning this year,ˮ 
Executive Director Brant Ringler said in a 
press release. “It is always an honor to have 
the Black Knights in our game, and we wish 
them the best of luck this weekend.ˮ

Heading into the upcoming Army-Navy 
Game, which will be presented by USAA 
on Saturday, Army (8-3) ranks second in the 
nation in rushing at 301.2 yards per game and 
has recorded 43 touchdowns on the ground. 

The team is riding a four-game winning 
streak and recently secured its sixth-straight 
season with a winning record at home, fi nishing 
the 2021 campaign 5-1 at Michie Stadium.

Head coach Jeff  Monken is in his eighth 
year at the helm and is one victory away from 
tying Charles Daly (58-13-3; 1913-16, 1919-
22) as the second-winningest coach in Army 
Football history. 

With this yearʼs postseason berth, he has 
led the team to fi ve Bowl games in six years 
and is making back-to-back appearances for 
the fi rst time since leading the Cadets to three 
straight in 2016-18. 

Before playing in the Armed Forces Bowl, 
he will look to lead the Black Knights to 
the programʼs 10th outright Commander-in-
Chiefʼs Trophy as the team already defeated 
service academy rival Air Force last month 
(21-14 OT).

This will mark the programʼs 10th all-time 
Bowl appearance. Army is 6-3 in previous 
games, which includes a 3-1 record in the 
Monken era. 

In each of Monkenʼs three victories, the 
team has put up 30-or-more points, highlighted 
by a 70-14 winning eff ort during the Armed 
Forces Bowl against Houston (2018). In last 
yearʼs outing, the Cadets fell 24-21 to West 
Virginia in the AutoZone Liberty Bowl.

Missouri (6-6, 3-5 SEC) finished the 
regular season by splitting its fi nal four games, 
2-2. The Tigers, who went 5-2 in Columbia, 
posted a 1-4 mark in road games with their 
lone victory coming at Vanderbilt in October 
(37-28). 

Though Mizzou averages 29.67 points per 
game, its defense has allowed opponents to 
put up over 34 points per contest. The team 
averages 412.1 off ensive yards per game, over 
half of which are recorded in the air.

Head coach Eliah Drinkwitz is in his 
second season at the helm of the program after 
joining the Tigers in December of 2019. After 
making the move from Appalachian State, 
where he led the 20th-ranked Mountaineers to a 
2019 Sun Belt Conference title, he became the 
second coach in Missouriʼs history to lead the 
team to a Bowl game in his fi rst season on the 
sidelines. He is 1-0 in Bowl games as a head 
coach, as last yearʼs Transperfect Music City 
Bowl was cancelled.

The Tigers will be playing in their 34th 
bowl game overall and sixth in 10 seasons. 
With an all-time record of 15-19 in those 
outings, this will be the programʼs fi rst time 
making an appearance in the Armed Forces 
Bowl.

The two teams have played each other four 

times previously, all from 1968-1982, with 
Missouri winning three of the four contests. 
Armyʼs lone victory in the series history was 
a 22-6 result in 1971. 

The Armed Forces Bowl will mark the 
Black Knightsʼ first time playing an SEC 
opponent since 2011 when the team took on 
Vanderbilt.

The Lockheed Martin Armed Forces Bowl, 
played in honor of the armed forces of the 
United States, is the only collegiate football 
bowl game that has hosted all three U.S. service 
academy football teams — Air Force fi ve times 
(2007, 2008, 2009, 2012 and 2015), Army three 
times (2010, 2017, 2018) and Navy (2013, 
2016). Previously ranked the No. 3 Bowl game 
by CBSSports.com, it is the highest scoring 
of the nationʼs three dozen bowl games with 
511 points scored since 2014. 

The Rose Bowl (494) and Orange Bowl 
(471) are the next highest scoring games.

The annual game has featured the “armed 
forcesˮ theme since 2006. Patriotic overtones 

recognizing all fi ve branches of service are 
prevalent throughout the game. 

Past Lockheed Martin Armed Forces 
Bowls have included fanfest adventure areas 
showcasing armed forces hardware; fl yovers; 
demonstrations by several of the militaryʼs 
top skydiving teams; custom homes awarded 
to wounded warriors; on-field induction 
ceremonies; armed forces bands and honor 
guards; and the annual Great American Patriot 
Award presented by Armed Forces Insurance.

The matchup will be televised on ESPN. It 
will also be aired in both English and Spanish 
on the Armed Forces Bowl Radio Network, as 
well as the Army Sports Network.  

The Armed Forces Bowl is one of 17 
games owned and operated by ESPN events, 
a subsidiary of ESPN. 

Fans are encouraged to purchase tickets 
through the Army West Point Ticketing Offi  ce 
in order to have a direct impact on cadet-
athletes at goarmywestpoint.com/tickets or 
at 1-877-TIX-ARMY. 


