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Air Defense Artillery (above) and Armor (left) catch the attention of cadets as 
they observe the displays during Branch Week Tuesday. Branch Week, Tuesday 
through Saturday, is an annual event designed to give cadets a chance to 
learn more about the 17 U.S. Army branches available to offi  cers, with the new 
addition of public aff airs as a functional area to learn about during the week. 
Cadets from each class year spoke with representatives to help them decide 
which branch best fi ts them for a professional career.  Photos by Jorge Garcia/PV
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September is National Preparedness Month: 
‛Disasters don’t wait. Make your plan today’

S e p t e m b e r 
is  Nat ional 
Preparedness 
M o n t h , 
a n  a n n u a l 
n a t i o n w i d e 
e f f o r t  t o 
e n c o u r a g e 
A m e r i c a n s 
to plan and 
prepare for 
emergencies. 
A r m y  p h o t o 
p r o v i d e d  b y 
W e s t  P o i n t 
E m e r g e n c y 
Preparedness

By Thomas Slater
West Point Emergency Preparedness 
Coordinator, U.S. Army Garrison West 
Point

In keeping with the 2021 National 
Preparedness Month theme, the second step 
in the preparedness process is to build a kit. 

Below are some tips to help you build 
your kit:

Build a Kit
After an emergency, you may need to survive 

on your own for several days. Being prepared 
means having your own food, water and 
other supplies to last for several days. A 
disaster supplies kit is a collection of basic 
items your household may need in the event 
of an emergency.

Make sure your emergency kit is stocked 
with the items on the checklist below. Most of 
the items are inexpensive and easy to fi nd and 
any one of them could save your life. 

Heading to the store? Once you take a 
look at the basic items, consider what unique 
needs your family might have, such as supplies 
for pets or seniors.

Basic Disaster Supplies Kit
To assemble your kit, store items in airtight 

plastic bags and put your entire disaster 
supplies kit in one or two easy-to-carry 
containers such as plastic bins or a duff el bag.

A basic emergency supply kit could include 
the following recommended items:

• Water (one gallon per person per day for 
at least three days, for drinking and sanitation);

• Food (at least a three-day supply of non-
perishable food);

• Battery-powered or hand crank radio and 
a NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert;

• Flashlight;
• First aid kit;
• Extra batteries;
• Whistle (to signal for help);
• Dust mask (to help fi lter contaminated 

air);
• Plastic sheeting and duct tape (to shelter 

in place);
• Moist towelettes, garbage bags and 

plastic ties (for personal sanitation);
• Wrench or pliers (to turn off  utilities);
• Manual can opener (for food);

• Local maps;
• Cell phone with chargers and a backup 

battery.

Additional Emergency Supplies
Since Spring of 2020, the CDC has 

recommended people include additional items 
in their kits to help prevent the spread of 
coronavirus or other viruses and the fl u. 

Consider adding the following items to 
your emergency supply kit based on your 
individual needs:

• Cloth face coverings (for everyone ages 
2 and above), soap, hand sanitizer, disinfecting 
wipes to disinfect surfaces;

• Prescription medications;
• Non-prescription medications such 

as pain relievers, anti-diarrhea medication, 
antacids or laxatives;

• Prescription eyeglasses and contact lens 
solution;

• Infant formula, bottles, diapers, wipes 
and diaper rash cream;

• Pet food and extra water for your pet;

• Cash or traveler’s checks;
• Important family documents such as 

copies of insurance policies, identifi cation and 
bank account records saved electronically or 
in a waterproof, portable container;

• Sleeping bag or warm blanket for each 
person;

• Complete change of clothing appropriate 
for your climate and sturdy shoes;

• Fire extinguisher;
• Matches in a waterproof container;
• Feminine supplies and personal hygiene 

items;
• Mess kits, paper cups, plates, paper 

towels and plastic utensils;
• Paper and pencil;
• Books, games, puzzles or other activities 

for children.

Maintaining your Kit
After assembling your kit, remember to 

maintain it so it’s ready when needed: 
• Keep canned food in a cool, dry place;
• Store boxed food in tightly closed plastic 

or metal containers.
   — Replace expired items as needed;
  — Re-think your needs every year and 

update your kit as your family’s needs change.

Kit Storage Locations
Since you do not know where you will be 

when an emergency occurs, prepare supplies 
for home, work and cars.

• Home: Keep this kit in a designated place 
and have it ready in case you have to leave your 
home quickly. Make sure all family members 
know where the kit is kept.

• Work: Be prepared to shelter at work 
for at least 24 hours. Your work kit should 
include food, water and other necessities like 
medicines, as well as comfortable walking 
shoes, stored in a “grab and go” case.

• Car: In case you are stranded, keep a kit 
of emergency supplies  in your car.

Download an Emergency Kit checklist 
at https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/
fi les/2020-03/ready_emergency-supply-kit-
checklist.pdf.
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West Point facilitates hostage negotiation 
conference with law enforcement agencies

Special Agent Audrey Hall (left), with the Department of Homeland Security, and Col. Andrew Hagemaster, the PL 100 
(General Psychology for Leaders course) program director at the Department of Behavioral Sciences & Leadership 
(second from left), watch Federal Bureau of Investigation Special Agents Dustin Doyle (right, sitting), who plays a 
notional suicidal hostage taker, and Derrick Hill, who plays the victim, as they immerse themselves in their perspective 
roles during the Crisis Hostage Negotiation Conference Aug. 2-6 at the U.S. Military Academy. 

See HOSTAGE NEGOTIATION, PAGE 5

Story and photos by Jorge Garcia
PV Staff Writer

How do cadets prepare to deal with the 
mental and emotional pressures that come with 
guiding their Soldiers once they commission 
into the Army? How much self and situational 
awareness must a cadet build before tackling 
future emergencies that require psychological 
finesse? Special Agents from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security and other members from 
law enforcement agencies arrived at Thayer 
Hall to answer these questions with the aim 
of mentoring cadets on the finer points of 
crisis hostage negotiation Aug. 2-6 at the U.S. 
Military Academy.

The event has been held annually since 
2011 and has been a partnership with the West 
Point Negotiation Project and the FBI offices 
out of the New York Field Office and the Crisis 
Management Unit out of Quantico, Virginia. 

“The goal here is to make sure the 23 cadets 
who are participating in this exercise leave the 
program with better preparation to, ultimately, 
lead Soldiers,” Maj. Travis Cyphers, the director 
of the West Point Negotiation Project, said. 
“When these cadets commission into the Army, 
they will likely have a Soldier who will come 
to them and say, ‘sir or ma’am, my world is 
falling apart, right now,’ and through training 
experiences like this one, they will be better 
prepared to help that Soldier.”

This training experience will also prepare 
cadets to deal with potential, high-level threats 
that require nonphysical strategies to devise an 
effective solution to lessen the severity of a life-
threatening situation, Cyphers added.   

“For those of you who are very experienced, 
the cadets are not,” FBI Supervisory Special 
Agent Brian Wittenberg said as he briefed 
law enforcement. “They are amazing learners, 
very smart. However, our goal here is not 
to evaluate them on a grading system or 
operationalize them. We are looking to increase 
their capabilities and confidence.”

Cyphers explained the cadets spent eight 
hours each day learning various techniques 
the FBI teaches their agents and local law 
enforcement when dealing with ‘someone in 
crisis.’ 

The FBI defines ‘someone in crisis’ as 
an individual who’s in a situation that has 
drastically exceeded their ability to cope 
mentally, Cyphers said. For example, a hostage-
taker lost his or her job, the spouse threatened 
to file for divorce and take the kids, and the 
hostage-taker becomes suicidal, decided to 
barricade all family members in the home, and 
threatened to harm them. So, essentially, how 
does a trained hostage negotiator talk with 
someone in that situation?

The answer lies in developing three core 
skills, Wittenberg said. The first skill deals 
with communication, not just of the people in 
crisis but also their colleagues, peers or familial 

counterparts who hope to resolve the situation. 
To properly communicate, the cadets had to 
focus on developing active listening skills, 
which is one of the foundations for effective 
hostage negotiations.

The second and most challenging skill 
to develop is assessing. Paying scrupulous 
attention to what the troubled individual says 
is crucial to understanding the psychological 
nuances of the situation. It is also likely that 
the troubled individual can confer fabricated or 
inaccurate information.  With that, negotiators 
should mind the type of questions they ask. For 
example, close-ended questions limit responses 
to one or two basic answers, Wittenberg said.

“Those types of questions don’t invite 
further information, which is what we thrive on. 
So, broad questions like, ‘are you angry?’ If they 
answer yes, or no, that gives you some minimal 
information,” Wittenberg said. “But if you ask, 
‘how are you feeling?’ Sometimes people will 
tell you exactly how they are feeling, which 
gives you more information to assess.” 

 The third is making recommendations to 
decide how to adjust their communication to 
facilitate behavioral change, Wittenberg added.

“Behavioral change is sort of broad term, 

but what we are looking for is someone to 
cooperate and come out, without any further 
violence,” Wittenberg said. “That might be 
trying to convince a loved one of a high-value 
target that their cooperation, in this narrow 
timeframe, could make the difference in 
preventing further bloodshed and the situation 
can be resolved without further loss of life, 
which would be a common interest. So, those 
are three core skill-sets.”

Consequently, the negotiator must build a 
rapport with the hostage-taker and get him or 
her to an emotional point where the negotiator 
can influence the hostage-taker’s decision-
making, Cyphers added. 

“When you have erratic emotions, you 
have low rational decision making. So, the 
idea is to talk rationally until the hostage-taker 
reduces his or her high emotional state to a 
calm and rational point of view,” Col. Andrew 
Hagemaster, the PL 100 (General Psychology 
for Leaders course) program director at 
the Department of Behavioral Sciences & 
Leadership said. “In other words, the longer you 
spend talking with the hostage-taker, the more 
likely the irrational emotions will wind down 
and the reasonable thinking will improve.”

And so, on the fifth day of the exercise, 
cadets were tasked as hostage negotiators during 
four notional crisis scenarios that lasted an hour 
and 15 minutes each. The law enforcement 
agencies broke up into different roles to assist 
the cadets in immersing them in the experience. 
Some law enforcement members were role 
players in the scenarios posing as hostage-
takers, disturbed individuals with suicidal 
tendencies and family members, while others 
functioned as team leaders overseeing each 
scenario and helping cadets coordinate their 
efforts by effectively negotiating and gathering 
pertinent information to complete their goals.

“I was expecting an experience like the FBI 
TV drama in a sense. I was also expecting these 
advanced tips and tricks on how to read people,” 
Class of 2024 Cadet Ryan Mitchell said. “What 
I learned was, it’s really about connecting with 
them on an empathetic level, talking about 
emotions, being a human being.”

As notional hostage negotiators, each cadet 
on a team is assigned a position. Position one 
is the primary who speaks with the hostage-
taker and is the only communication between 
the troubled individual; position two is the 
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Cadets explore career possibilities during Branch Week
A cadet sits in the cockpit of an Apache taking in information from its crew during Branch Week festitives Tuesday at West Point. Branch Week is an annual 
event that allows cadets to learn more about the 17 U.S. Army branches.               Photo by Delancey Pryor III/PV

Story by Jorge Garcia
PV Staff Writer

Various static displays of artillery and 
rocket systems, tanks and helicopters, among 
other military vehicles, filled the U.S. Military 
Academy’s central post area as cadets from 
all classes observed 17 U.S. Army officer 
branches, with the new addition of public 
affairs as a functional area during Branch Week 
Sept. 7-11. 

Branch Week is an annual event that allows 
cadets to speak with branch representatives to 
help them learn which military profession suits 
them best. With that, branch representatives 
took all the necessary steps to prepare their 
displays and answer any questions cadets had. 

During their tenure at West Point, the cadets 
learn everything they can about what branches 
the Army offers and then confirm which branch 
they prefer during their senior year, 1st Lt. 
Mackenzie Clancy, an Army officer out of 
the Field Artillery Proponent Office, Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma, explained.

“The cadets’ preference which branch 
they’d prefer out of the 17 branches to choose 

from and then we at Field Artillery are going 
to preference the cadets we want to pick under 
the categories, ‘very fit for FA,’ ‘fit for FA,’ and 
‘not fit for FA,”’ Clancy said. “So, if they are 
our most preferred cadet, and they rank us one 
or two out of their top five branch choices, then 
that’s a very good match.” 

C l a n c y  a d d e d  FA g i v e s  t h e i r 
recommendations for which cadets are their 
best fit and then the U.S. Army Office of 
Economic and Manpower Analysis fills empty 
branch slots with the most qualified officers 
commissioning out of West Point and the 
Reserves Officers Training Corps.

Officers and Soldiers from the armored 
warfare combat arms branch were thrilled to 
educate cadets on the intricacies of tank warfare 
and all the tasks that come with representing 
the armor branch.

“We have briefing boards near our displays 
and then we also have a website, too,” Capt. 
Marah Scarano, an Army officer from the Office 
of the Chief of Armor, Fort Benning, Georgia, 
said. “We also have noncommissioned officers 
here to explain to cadets the technical aspects 
of being an armorer and the nuance that goes 

into armor vehicle design.”
Class of 2025 Cadet John MacUne was 

in awe of the tank the armor representatives 
displayed and was excited to learn as much as 
he could about the branch, he said.

“The armor branch seems like an awesome 
branch to get into and staring at this tank fills 
me with a sense of adventure,” MacUne said. 
“Right now, it’s between infantry and armor, 
although I would feel a lot more secure on the 
battlefield inside of a tank rather than patrolling 
on foot.”

Class of 2024 Cadets Shari-Lee Bennett 
and Class of 2023 Cadet Hannah Lamb 
emphasized their passionate desire to one day 
branch aviation with the hope of helping as 
many people as they can. 

“I want to learn how to maneuver an aircraft 
and I want to develop my attention to detail 
through the aviation profession,” Bennett said. 
“I feel that if a job isn’t going to heighten my 
situational awareness, why bother with the job. 
Also, I feel choosing aviation will open many 
doors to many opportunities as an Army officer 
and as a civilian. There are flight paramedics 
and flight nurses on the civilian side and I feel 

starting in the Army is the best step for me.” 
Lamb learned how to fly a fixed-winged 

airplane at the academy and has flown over 
130 hours as a West Point Flight Team member. 
Since becoming part of the Corps of Cadets in 
2019, Lamb’s priority has been to, eventually, 
branch aviation, she said. 

“I feel like West Point has given me all the 
tools to learn what I can about aviation,” Lamb 
said. “I learned about my passion for aviation at 
West Point through awesome mentors and great 
friends and as for my parents, they are proud 
of my decision to branch aviation, albeit they 
are a bit nervous.”

As Branch Week continues, branch 
representatives like Clancy and Scarano hope 
that cadets get the best education on the branch 
of their choice, whether they are seniors, or 
plebes who are undecided.

 “My main goal is to educate because I want 
cadets to be confident in their choices,” Clancy 
said. “That way, they can make an informed 
decision. I just share my experience in FA for 
the past three years, giving them the basics 
on what they will be going through once they 
commission.” 
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“HOSTAGE NEGOTIATION,” cont’d from Page 3

West Point football gameday force protection, awareness measures
By West Point Force Protection Office

In order to better protect West Point 
residents and the Corps of Cadets during home 
football games, the following force protection 
measures and restrictions are in effect:

• Military Police will patrol the housing 
areas throughout the day. Housing area 
residents are encouraged to notify the Provost 
Marshal Office of any suspicious activity in 
the areas. 

• Residents are reminded to ensure their 
quarters are secured while attending the football 
game.   

Road restrictions and closures
Howze Place, to the intersection of Mills 

Road from Herbert Hall to Stony Lonesome 
Road, will be closed five and a half hours before 
kickoff, and remain closed until approximately 

90 minutes after the end of the game. 
Only vehicles with a proper vehicle 

exception pass or under Military Police escort 
will be allowed to access the roadways.

Stony Lonesome Road from Delafield 
Road to Schofield Place will be closed four 
hours before kickoff and remain closed for 
the duration of the game. This roadway will 
reopen approximately 45 minutes after the end 
of the game. 

During this time, residents will be able to 
access their homes at Lusk housing.

The intersection at Stony Lonesome Road 
and Washington Road to Delafield Road will 
be closed from 10 a.m. to no later than 11 a.m. 
Stony Lonesome Road will be one-way north 
bound at the start of the fourth quarter of the 
football game to assist with bus transportation 
movements. 

Merritt Road will be closed from the Jewish 

Chapel south to the Stony Lonesome Road 
intersection approximately three and a half 
hours before kickoff and remain closed until 
after the game.

 
General information
1.  Stadium gates open approximately two 

hours before kickoff.
2.  Those attending the game at Michie 

Stadium will first pass through security 
checkpoints in the vicinity of gates 1, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 6A and 7.

3.  Other than small bags (e.g. — diaper 
bags) that will be searched at the security 
checkpoint, no other personal bags (e.g. —
backpacks/suitcases) are allowed inside the 
stadium.

4.  All personnel and bags will be searched 
for prohibited items: weapons, multipurpose 
tools, explosives, laser pointers and alcohol. 

NOTE: Marijuana is not authorized for 
possession or use on a military installation. 

5.  RV parking is available at North Dock.
6.  Walking and the use of shuttle buses are 

highly encouraged.
7. The access control points will not allow 

visitors to the installation beginning 6 hours 
prior to kickoff. West Point residents, and other 
authorized individuals will be permitted to enter 
the installation for official purposes only.

8. The parking lot for handicap individuals 
is H-lot. Enter through Stony Lonesome Gate 
to access the installation.

9. There are three identifiable colored bus 
routes for spectators to use from the parking 
lots. Please ensure that you use the appropriate 
bus route to, and from the stadium.

10. Black Knight Alley is scheduled to 
open three hours before kickoff on Mills Road 
adjacent Lusk Reservoir. 

coach, who gives the primary suggestions on 
how and what to communicate to the disturbed 
individual.  Position three is the team leader 
who oversees the entirety of the negotiation 
process. Finally, Positions four and five will 
focus on intelligence gathering.  Position 
four records and organizes information on the 
situation board, writing down any and all clues 
related to the situation. In contrast, position 5 
investigates clues and relays the information 
to the team.  

As the exercise concluded, the cadets 
believed this weeklong course allowed them to 
understand nuances about human behavior they 
wouldn’t have noticed before taking the course. 

“My main interest in attending the 
course came from an eagerness to learn from 
seasoned FBI agents with years of negotiations 
experience. Listening to and interacting with 
FBI agents was the major highlight for me,” 
Class of 2024 Cadet Jacob Woodruff said. 
“What was most surprising was that although 
negotiations is certainly a skill and an art, 
the concepts were simplistic in its design. I 
expected the methods to be highly adept, but 
it really came down to effective listening skills 
and gaining the subject’s trust.” 

Class of 2023 Cadet John White also had a 
strong interest in working with law enforcement 
agencies and has a strong interest in the art of 
negotiation, he said.

“I  defini tely want  to improve my 
communication skills at a higher level, I just 
finished another communications course last 
Friday, and getting another opportunity to work 
with the bureau was pretty interesting to me, 
so I took advantage of doing it,” White said. 
“I think this exercise gives you a pretty good 
understanding of how it’s going to go during 
real-world scenarios. This training is definitely 
applicable to our career, and in order to be a 
good leader, you got to be a good listener.”

The cadets also reflected on their 
performance during the exercise. Mitchell was 
surprised at how thorough and realistic the 
exercise was and he felt this exercise showed 

him what deficiencies he needed to work on 
when communicating his intent in any situation.

“One of the things I could have improved on 
as a whole is there were a couple of times I tried 
deceiving a hostage-taker to save the hostages,” 
Mitchell said. “We talked about sports teams we 
didn’t know much about, so just focusing on 

our strong suits and understanding that it’s OK 
to admit you don’t know something will help 
streamline the negotiation process.” 

As future leaders in an unpredictable 
environment, Woodruff added that every cadet 
commissioning from West Point would benefit 
significantly from this course. 

“The course improved my active listening 
skills so much that I find myself consciously 
engaging these skills in daily conversation 
and in various scenarios,” Woodruff said. 
“Whenever I meet new people with whom I 
am trying to build rapport, I fall back on active 
listening skills that the course helped me hone.”

Cadets coordinate as a team to save a notional hostage during a crisis as part of the Hostage Negotiation Conference 
Aug. 2-6 at the U.S. Military Academy. Each cadet on the team was assigned a position ranging from speaking with a 
hostage-taker to intelligence gathering — recording pertinent information on a white board. 
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(Above from left to right) U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Commander and District Engineer, New York District Col. Matthew Luzzatto, U.S. Army Garrison 
West Point Command Sgt. Maj. Rusty Lane, Department of Defense Education Activity Americas Director of Student Excellence Dr. Judith Minor, U.S. Army 
Garrison West Point Commander Col. Evangeline Rosel, DODEA Director Tom Brady and West Point Elementary School Project Engineer Tim Pillsworth cut 
the ribbon during the West Point Elementary School Ribbon Cutting ceremony Sept. 1 at West Point. While the school opened last academic year, this was the 
ceremonial grand opening of the school. Also in attendance were WPES students (behind the ribbon cutters) and the guest speaker was Dr. Matthew Posner 
(below), orthopedic surgeon at Keller Army Community Hospital and former WPES student in the late 1970s and early '80s.       Photos by Delancey Pryor III/PV

Celebrating the new Elementary SchoolCelebrating the new Elementary School
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 POINT
IN FOCUS: LAST CONCERT OF THE SEASON

West Point Band completes the summer concert season with Labor Day celebration

The West Point Band (above and right) completed its concert summer series with the Labor Day celebration Monday at the Trophy Point Amphitheater. The annual event featured the Concert Band, Hellcats and the 
Benny Havens Band with the performance culminating with Tchaikovsky's 1812 Overture with live cannon fi re and fi reworks (bottom right).   P����� �� D�	
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Keller Corner: Weekly updates, COVID-19 info

KKeller CCorner
For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus 
information, Keller Army Community Hospital 
notifications, how to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
federal/state/local guidance and the U.S. Military 
Academy and Army Garrison West Point 
webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.mil/
West-Point-COVID-19-INFO/.

 POINTIN FOCUS: KELLER CORNER UPDATES

September is National Suicide 
Prevention Awareness Month

By Robert Lanier
Keller Army Community Hospital Public 
Affairs

Keller Army Community Hospital is now 
providing a third dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine to moderately and severely 
immunocompromised individuals that are at 
least one month after their second dose.

If you are immunocompromised and eligible 
to receive a third dose of the Pfizer vaccine 
you can schedule a vaccination appointment 
at https://informatics-stage.health.mil/
COVAX/. 

In order to receive your third dose, you 
must provide a note from your physician 
or medical documentation that you are 
immunocompromised. 

Keller will continue to proactively 

KACH to provide third doses of 
the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine to 
immunocompromised individuals

identify and contact our immunocompromised 
beneficiaries that are eligible for a third dose.  

For more information on ‘COVID-19 
Vaccines for Moderately to Severely Immuno-
compromised People,’ go to https://www.
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/
recommendations/immuno.html. 

All vaccinations will be administered at the 
COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic on the main/first floor 
in Keller Army Community Hospital, Room 
1C20 – between the Pharmacy and the entrance 
into the Allgood Clinic.

As a reminder:
• In accordance with CDC and West Point 

Public Health Guidelines, face coverings must 
be worn at all times on West Point. 

• Vaccine recipients must present a 
Uniformed Services ID card or their DoD 
Beneficiary ID card at their vaccine appointment.

Keller Army Community Hospital is now providing a third dose of the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine to moderately and severely immunocompromised 
individuals that are at least one month after their second dose.
                         Photo graphic provided by Keller Army Community Hospital

By Robert Lanier
Keller Army Community Hospital 
Public Affairs

September is National Suicide Prevention 
Awareness Month, and we all have a role in 
helping to prevent suicides. Keller Army 
Community Hospital and other mental health 
organizations, and individuals across the U.S. 
and around the world are raising awareness of 
suicide prevention during September.

Suicide remains a major public health 
problem. It is the 10th leading cause of death 
for all Americans. 

Each year, nearly 45,000 people take their 
own lives, and more than 375,000 people are 
treated in emergency rooms for self-inflicted 
injuries related to suicide attempts.

Every Tuesday and Wednesday,  in 
September, Keller will provide information 
to raise suicide prevention awareness and 
will provide information for anyone seeking 
emotional support or assistance in a suicidal 
crisis or emotional distress.

The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
is a national network of local crisis centers 
that provides free and confidential emotional 
support to people in suicidal crisis or 
emotional distress 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. 

The Lifeline can be reached by calling 
1-800-273-8255 or  vis i t  http:/ /www.
suicidepreventionlifeline.org/.   

The National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline is a national network of local 
crisis centers that provides free and 
confidential emotional support to 
people in suicidal crisis or emotional 
distress 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week.                  Courtesy Graphic
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MWR events/off erings

MWR ANNOUNCEMENTS
(NEW) West Point Conquer The Vic 5K Trail Run

Do you have what it takes to Conquer the Vic? The Vic 5K Trail Run is scheduled for Oct. 17 
at the Victor Constant Ski Area with heats starting at 8 a.m. 

MWR is hosting a grueling 5K Trail Run covering the entire ski area, only 950 vertical feet. 
New for 2021 is the Kids Conquer The Vic Junior. Refreshments will be sold onsite by the 

West Point Golf Course. Competitive heats begin at 8 and 8:20 a.m., regular heats heats start at 
8:40, 9 and 9:20 a.m. Conquer the Vic Junior begins at 9:40 a.m. 

Register online at westpoint.armymwr.com. Registration includes a race bib, a race dri-fi t 
T-shirt and a fi nisher medal and fi nisher beverage. Time sensitive registration pricing. 

For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

Mid-week dates are available at Bull Pond 
Enjoy a three-night stay with two fully furnished houses and a private beach at Bull Pond 

during the mid-week for a nominal price. Check-in is 2 p.m. on Mondays, check-out is 10 a.m. on 
Thursdays. Mid-week dates are ongoing until Oct. 11. Open to DOD cardholders only. 

Call Round Pond 845-938-2503. This will be on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Payment is 
due upon reservation.

(NEW) Bowhunter Education Course 
The Bowhunter Education Course will be held from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Sept. 19 at Round 

Pond Recreation Area Bonneville Cabin. This course is free and good for life. To register, visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com. 

This class is required to purchase New York State/West Point Bowhunting license/permits. 
The class is limited to 10 persons maximum for social distancing. Attendees must wear face mask.

For details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com or call 845-938-2503.

West Point Golf Course Weekly Specials now through October
The West Point Golf Course is off ering weekly specials from now through October. The off ers 

include $10 off  regular greens fee or $5 off  Twilight golfi ng on the fi rst Tuesday of each month. It 
is open only to active duty military and their dependents starting at 3 p.m. only. 

There will be $5 off  regular greens fee or $3 off  Twilight golfi ng on the fi rst Thursday of each 
month. It is open only to active duty military and their dependents, veterans, retirees, National 
Guard and Reserve Soldiers starting at 3 p.m. only. 

There is also a free hot dog off ered the last Friday of each month. It is open only to active duty 
military and their dependents, veterans, retirees, National Guard and Reserve Soldiers with the 
purchase a full round of regular golf. Twilight golf not included with this off er.  

These above specials cannot be combined with any other off ers and proper ID is required.
For more details, call 845-938-2435 or visit www.golfatwestpoint.com. 

Spirt Luncheons at the West Point Club
The Army West Point football spirit luncheons are held in the West Point Club Grand Ballroom. 

The doors open at 11 a.m. and the luncheons begin at noon. 
Tickets are available for a nominal fee and can be purchased at the WPC Administration Offi  ce 

from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. Purchase tickets in advance and save on day of luncheon 
pricing. 

Each luncheon is a pep rally for that week’s game. Luncheon dates are as follows: Sept. 16—
University of Connecticut, Sept. 21—Miami University (Ohio), Oct. 19—Wake Forest University, 

FEATURED EVENT

Nov. 1—Air Force, Nov. 10—Bucknell University, Nov. 18 —University of Massachusetts, Dec. 
7—Navy. To make reservations, call 845-938-5120. For more details, visit thewestpointclub.com.

CYS Ultimate Frisbee program
The Child and Youth Services Sports and Instructional Programs Ultimate Frisbee program 

will run from 7-9 p.m. through Oct. 29. It is one practice, one game each week. 
The days of the week will be determined by the coaches and fi eld availability. Games and 

practices will be held at H-Lot, behind the Shoppette. It is open to sixth through 12th graders. 
There is a nominal fee for this program. For more details, call 845-938-3208 or visit 

westpointcys.com.

CYS Sports and Instructional Programs — Learn to Play Hockey 
Child and Youth Services Sports and Instructional Programʼs Learn to Play Hockey is open 

to West Point youth ages 4 to 12. Registration starts Monday. The program takes place 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 1:15-2:15 p.m. Sundays, starting Oct. 3 through March 9 at Tate Rink. 

This program operates with volunteer help and coaches are needed. It is open to all skill levels 
to learn and develop in the game of ice hockey. To volunteer or for more details, call 845-938-3208 
or visit westpointcys.com.

Army Ten-Miler MWR Team
Attention all active duty personnel — mark your calendars and sign-up today for the 37th 

annual Army Ten-Miler MWR Team and represent West Point. This event will take place on Oct. 
10 in Washington D.C. 

To try out for a spot on the team, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066 or email byron.
critchfi eld@westpoint.edu.

FAP Presents Wee-Play & Wee-Read Programs 
Wee-Play is an open play group designed for your little one to learn, play, make new friends 

and develop their social, cognitive and motor skills. Wee-Play takes place from 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
and 10-11 a.m. Tuesdays.

Wee-Read is a fun-fi lled story time including activities that promote speech development and 
learning. In August and September, Wee-Read takes place from 9-10 a.m. Tuesdays. The programs 
take place at the Youth Center Gym in Building 500. 

It is open to all active duty personnel and DOD civilians with children ages 4 and under. 
Registration is required. To register, call 845-938-0633. For more details, visit westpoint.

armymwr.com. 

West Point Community Noontime Ultimate Frisbee Fall League
The West Point Community Noontime Ultimate Frisbee Fall League plays at 12:15-1 p.m. 

Monday-Friday through Nov. 1 at Daly Field and the River Courts. 
It is open to all active duty personnel, DOD ID cardholders and West Point community family 

members. To sign-up, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066. For more details, visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

West Point Community Pickleball Open Play
MWR is off ering Pickleball open play through Nov. 3 at noon-1 p.m. Wednesdays and 5-7 

p.m. Sundays at the Clinton Tennis Courts. 
It is open to all active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point family 

members. To sign-up or for more details, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

West Point Community Flag Football Tuesday Evening League
A West Point community 7-on-7 passing only Flag Football league will run through Nov. 9 

from 7-9:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 
It is open to all active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point family 

members. To sign-up or for more details, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

Utah (non-resident) Concealed Permit Course Sept. 26 
A concealed permit course is a non-live fi re class that will be held from 1-5:30 p.m. Sept. 26 

at the Buff alo Soldier Pavilion located at 628 Hodges Place. No fi rearms or permits are needed. 
This permit allows non-residents to carry a concealed handgun in 35 states (unfortunately, 

New York does not recognize the Utah permit). This is the ideal permit to have if you travel to 
diff erent states. This class includes your passport style photo, fi ngerprints, application, mailing 
envelope and address labels. 

All you have to do is send it off  in the mail. There is a nominal fee for this class. Bring a blank 
check to this class when attending. 

For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com or call 845-938-1700.

West Pointʼs 11th annual Oktoberfest Oct. 8 and 9
Save the dates Oct. 8 (4-9 p.m.) and 9 (3-8 p.m. — family/child day) for the 11th annual 

West Point Oktoberfest at the Victor Constant Ski Area. 
Enjoy traditional German food, drink and music with American fl air. There is a nominal 

fee for this event. Pre-purchase your admission, stein and reserve your Stammtisch table 
online at westpoint.armymwr.com. Visit us online for all the details and schedule of events. 
Ticket sales end at 11:59 p.m. Oct. 7. For additional details, call 845-938-6490.
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Military Personnel Division closure
The Military Personnel Division is 

closed for training from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sept. 
16 and Oct. 7. ID Card Services will remain 
open. See advertisment above.

PWOC returns
Protestant Women of the Chapel is 

ongoing Tuesday mornings this fall . 
Come join the women of West Point for 
fellowship, encouragement and diving into 
God’s word together.

PWOC will be meeting from 9-11:30 
a.m. Tuesdays at the Post Chapel, Building 
692 Biddle Loop. There will also be a 
Thursday night group from 7-9 p.m. and a 
virtual option at 9 a.m. Fridays. 

For updated information, follow the 
Facebook page or email wp.pwoc@gmail.
com to be added to the email list. 

Childcare will be provided for children 
ages 6 months through 5 years old.

Changes to New York State Security 
Deposit rules

Attention to West Point Soldiers and 
families who rent or will rent residential 
housing within New York State. Recently, 
there have been significant changes to the 
rental process.  

For both non-rent protected and rent 
protected residential properties, landlords 
can no longer require tenants to provide 
first and last month’s rent as well as a 
security deposit when entering into a lease. 

The maximum a landlord can require 
from a prospective tenant is the first 
month’s rent and a security deposit or an 
advance payment. The security deposit or 
advance payment can be no larger than the 
first month’s rent. 

Service members who have questions 
about their statutory rights as a prospective 
tenant can contact Legal Assistance at 845-
938-4541 for assistance.            

West Point Town of Highlands Farmers 
Market

The West Point Town of Highlands 
Farmers Market runs every Sunday until 
Oct. 31. The market is open from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. and it’s located at the municipal lot 
across from Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in 
Highland Falls.

The farmers market off ers a variety of 
things to include produce, homemade crafts, 
coff ee, good music and much more.

For more details, visit https://www.
wptohmarket.com/. See advertisment to left.
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Men’s Soccer shuts out Longwood, 2-0
Senior midfielder Oscar Pereira (above) broke a scoreless game by scoring his second goal of the season to kick start Army West Point menʼs soccerʼs 2-0 
victory over Longwood Saturday at Clinton field at Malek Stadium.                              Photo by Mady Salvani/Army Athletic Communications

**View Army west Point schedule At www.goArmywestPoint.com/cAlendAr.AsPx?.

women's rugby

FridAy, 6 P.m.—u.s. coAst guArd AcAdemy, Anderson rugby comPlex. 

FootbAll

sAturdAy, 11:30 A.m.—western KentucKy, michie stAdium. 

Sports calendarSports calendar

By Phil Tor
Army Athletic Communications

In the final game of its three-game homestand, the Army 
West Point men’s soccer team ran past the Longwood Lancers 
for a 2-0 victory Saturday at Clinton Field at Malek Stadium. 

How it Happened 
The Black Knights jumped on the Lancers from the very 

first whistle, using a steady attack to create a number of early 
scoring chances. The front line of Sal Rasizzi, Andrew Guerra, 
Brandon Bryant and Oscar Pereira helped lead Army into the 
Lancer zone and create three shots for the Cadets. 

On the third chance, Guerra was able to collect the ball off 
a throw-in and feed Pereira who made a series of moves before 
finding the bottom left corner of the net for Army’s first goal 
of the match. 

Army controlled the tempo for the rest of the half thanks 
in large part to outstanding defensive efforts from Jack Eaton, 
D’Anthony Brown and Dylan Mitchiner. 

The back line held off the Lancer attack for much of the 
game and gave freshman goalkeeper, Tomas Hut, room to 

breathe in the backfield. 
Hut would only need to make one save off a shot in the 58th 

minute on his way to his first career shutout. 
The Black Knights got some insurance off the head of Jack 

Eaton, when he scored his first career goal off a corner kick and 
deflection from Sean Lee. 

Army nearly had another goal just moments later when John 
Poncy made a terrific play to control a bouncing ball, sliding 
past a defender before firing a shot that rang off the right post. 

The defense once again held on strong down the stretch, 
holding off the Longwood surge to keep the zero on their side 
of the scoreboard and secure Army’s second win of the season. 

Coach’s Corner
“The team continues to have a great attitude and is 

improving. Longwood has some very talented players and posed 
unique problems.” said Army men’s soccer head coach Brian 
Plotkin.  “Our Captains are asserting themselves and setting 
high standards for the group and our other firsties (seniors) 
have done a great job bringing the plebes (first years) into the 
program. We are looking forward to our first road test of the 
season on Tuesday at Fairfield.”

Cadet’s Corner 
“Tomas (Hut) really had a great game,” Jack Eaton said. 

“We played as a family tonight, we played connected and in 
high spirits and I think the result showed that.

“It was a great opportunity to get the chance to play in my 
first college game. It definitely helped having the underclassmen 
in front of me and with their support and spirit from the 
sidelines,” Hut said. “It was a great way to finish the game. 
I’m proud that we played as a family tonight and it showed on 
the scoreboard.”

Inside the Box Score
• Hut recorded his first career start against Longwood, 

shutting out the Lancers while recording one save. 
• Eaton scored his first career goal off a corner kick in the 

46th minute. 
• Pereira broke the scoreless tie in the 18th minute with his 

second goal of the season and ninth goal of his career off an 
assist from Andrew Guerra. 

• Army out-shot the Lancers 16-6 and put six shots on goal. 
• The Black Knights kicked a season high nine corners in 

the contest, a season high. 



15September 9, 2021Pointer View    

Women’s rugby picks up 
overtime win over Brown
By Mackenzie Collyer
Army Athletic Communications

Army West Point women’s rugby collected 
its first win of the 2021 season with a 26-
19 overtime win over Brown Saturday in 
Providence, Rhode Island.

How it Happened
Brown got on the board first, scoring a try 

to take a 5-0 lead. Hope Moseley made her 
way to the endzone to help the Black Knights 
answer back quickly, tying things up at 5-5 
heading into the half.  

Sydney Schaaf scored the try to give 
Army the 10-5 lead over Brown and Codi Butt 
recorded the conversion to tack on another 
two points for the Black Knights. 

Butt kept her momentum going, finding 
her way to the endzone and scoring the 
conversion to put Army up 19-5 at 27 minutes.

Brown did not go down easy as they 

scored off a long run to cut the Cadets’ lead 
to 19-12. Brown scored another try and 
conversion to tie things up at 19-19 with 15 
minutes left. 

The teams would not record another 
point in regulation and headed into overtime 
locked at 19. 

Butt came up big, powering her way to 
the endzone for the try in overtime. Kaitlyn 
Schwartig completed the conversion to make 
the final score 26-19.

Coach’s Corner
“They never gave up, and outlasted a very 

tough Brown team,” said head coach Bill 
LecLerc. “We had some sloppy play which 
is expected for the first outing. We fought to 
be tied at the end of regulation, and had play 
extra sudden death but that really brought the 
best out of them. We have lots to work on as 
to be expected, but I am happy to come away 
with a hard fought victory.”

Army West Point menʼs rugby returned to the pitch at Warrior Field at West 
Point on Saturday to earn a 48-28 win over Queenʼs University of Charlotte. 
The Black Knights outworked the Royals on both ends of the field to earn 
their first victory of the 2021 15s season. Junior wing Michael Amberg (above) 
was the star of the pitch in the season opener, scoring 15 total points on three 
tries to lead the Black Knights in scoring. Amberg scored back-to-back tries 
in the 24th and 36th minute to stretch the lead to 26-7 going into the break. 
                  Photo by Mady Salvani/Army Athletic Communications

Men’s Rugby defeats Queen’s
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Football defeats Georgia State, Monken earns 50th win at Army
Senior quarterback Christian Anderson (#4) celebrates after scoring a touchdown at the end of the fi rst half to put Army West Point up 27-7. The Black Knights 
would go on to defeat Georgia State, 43-10, Saturday in Atlanta.                    Photo by Danny Wild/Army Athletic Communications

By Meg Ellis
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point football team took 
care of business on both sides of the ball 
en route to earning a season-opening 43-
10 victory over Georgia State on Saturday 
af ternoon at  Center  Parc Stadium in 
Atlanta. The victory marks the 50th of head 
coach Jeff  Monken’s Army career.

The nation’s top defensive unit from a 
season ago got to work quickly opposite the 
Panthers (0-1) and recovered a fumble on the 
opening drive, thanks to Arik Smith. With the 
ball in his hand, starting quarterback Tyhier 
Tyler and his off ense then put together an eight-
play, 40-yard drive that culminated with Tyson 
Riley’s fi rst career touchdown. The four-yard 
rush put the Black Knights (1-0) up 7-0.

After forcing the Panthers to punt away 
their next possession, the Black Knights once 
again marched their way down the fi eld on their 
second drive. Tyler found wide receiver Sean 
Eckert with a 26-yard pass for the second-to-
last play in a six-minute push that ended with 
AJ Howard’s fi rst career touchdown, extending 
the lead to 14-0.

Even when Georgia State had the ball, the 

momentum continued to favor the visiting 
team as the Panthers’ third drive was ended 
prematurely when Andre Carter II’s sack 
forced them to punt for the second time in three 
possessions.

Christian Anderson made his fi rst appearance 
of the year in the final minutes of the first 
quarter, coming in under center for the Black 
Knights. 

Though the clock wound down before he 
could get into the red zone, he picked things 
right back up at the start of the second quarter 
and orchestrated a 13-play stretch that ended 
with Jakobi Buchanan’s two-yard rushing 
touchdown, bumping the lead to 21-0.

Following three unanswered touchdowns, 
Georgia State used a 75-yard drive to get on the 
board and cut the advantage down to 21-7. The 
Panthers were able to force the Black Knights to 
punt, but the momentum did not change for long 
as Jabari Moore picked off  a pass and returned it 
four yards to GSU’s nine yard line. The turnover 
resulted in Anderson rushing the ball in himself 
and extending the lead to 27-7 at the half.

Though a majority of the action came in 
the fi rst half, Army continued to control the 
game after the break. A 40-yard touchdown 
pass from Anderson to Tyrell Robinson, the 

team’s longest since a 53-yard pass against 
Mercer (Oct. 24, 2020), got the team back into 
the scoring column on its second drive of the 
second half. The drive was partially enabled by 
the defensive duo of Nolan Cockrill and Chris 
Frey, who came up with a fourth-down stop to 
give the Cadets the ball.

The teams then went on to trade field 
goals, with Cole Talley notching a 22-yard 
kick in response to the Panthers’ 33-yard eff ort, 
before the Cadets scored their sixth and fi nal 
touchdown of the day in the fi nal minutes of 
the game. Jemel Jones, the third quarterback 
to take snaps, connected a 32-yard pass with 
Braheam Murphy, pushing the score to its fi nal 
43-10 margin.

Notes
• Head Coach Jeff  Monken has led the Black 

Knights to a season-opening victory fi ve times 
since 2015.

• With today’s win, Army has won season-
openers for three-consecutive seasons for the 
fi rst time since 2000.

• For the fi fth-consecutive year, the Cadets 
held the opposition to less than 20 yards on their 
season-opening drive (15 yds.).

• Army scored on its first three drives 

for the fi rst time since a 28-12 victory over 
Morgan State (Aug. 30, 2013). Riley’s fi rst-
drive touchdown also goes down as the fourth 
season-opening scoring drive in the Monken era.

• Carter II led the team with a career-high 
three tackles for loss, followed by Marquel 
Broughton (1.0), Arik Smith (1.0) and Kwabena 
Bonsu (1.0). 

• In total, four diff erent quarterbacks came 
in for the Cadets: Tyler, Anderson, Jones and 
Jabari Laws.

• Army fi nished with 356 total yards and 
recorded 258 on the ground. Additionally, 
the team was 4-5 on red zone trips, while the 
Panthers were 2-2. 

• The Black Knight’s four first-half 
touchdowns were the most since scoring fi ve 
during the 63-7 victory over UMass (Nov. 9, 
2019).

• The team’s defensive efforts were 
highlighted by the ability to hold Georgia State 
to just 22 yards in the opening 15 minutes, the 
fewest in a fi rst quarter in over six years.

• Despite the fact that the Panthers returned 
11 of their off ensive starters, they were held to 
just 48 yards on the ground and 177 total — a 
drastic difference from the 424.3 that they 
averaged last year.


