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(Above) Members of the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2022 enthusiastically 
show off  their rings after they received them during the annual Ring Weekend 
ceremony Friday in front of family and friends (right) at the Trophy Point 
Amphitheater. The weekend also included a run and banquet to celebrate the 
milestone event. The tradition of the class ring at USMA fi rst began in 1835. 
Years later, Ron Turner, USMA Class of 1958, developed the idea of incorporating 
the gold of alumni rings into the current classʼ rings. In November 2000, the 
Herff  Jones Company melted gold of 31 rings with that year's class through 
the Class Ring Memorial Program. This year, 52 graduates gifted their rings to 
the program for the Class of 2022.        Photos by JorGe Garcia/PV
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September is National Preparedness Month: 
‘Disasters don’t wait. Make your plan today’

September is National Preparedness Month, an annual nationwide eff ort to encourage Americans to plan and prepare for emergencies.      
Army Photo Provided by West Point EmerGency PreParedness

By Thomas Slater 
West Point Emergency Preparedness 
Coordinator, U.S. Army Garrison West 
Point

September is National Preparedness Month, 
an annual nationwide effort to encourage 
Americans to plan and prepare for emergencies. 

Many of you are aware that the Hudson 
Valley Region has experienced a tornado, 
hurricane, earthquake, flooding and severe 
winter storms over the past several years with 
the potential for more-frequent and potentially 
more-dangerous natural and man-made incidents. 

These actual and imaginable threats to our 
well-being are all powerful reminders that each 
of us has a responsibility to be prepared for the 

inevitable. 
If you are not ready, you can commit to do 

so during September; if you are ready, you can 
encourage and assist others’ preparations. 

I n keeping with the 2021 National 
Preparedness Month theme, the fi rst step in the 
preparedness process is to make a plan. 

Below are some tips to help you create your 
plan.

Make a Plan 
Your family may not be together if a disaster 

strikes, so it is important to know which types of 
disasters could aff ect your area. 

Know how you’ll contact one another and 
reconnect if separated. Establish a family meeting 
place that’s familiar and easy to fi nd. 

And, don’t forget to think about specifi c 
needs in your family. Your family’s needs change 
over time, so update your plan regularly.

Who Will We Contact?
Pick the same person for each family 

member to contact. Pick someone out of town 
— they may be easier to reach in a disaster.
Text, don’t talk. 

In an emergency, phone lines may be tied 
up. It may be easier to text and this leaves phone 
lines open for emergency workers.

Where Will We Meet?
Decide on safe, familiar and accessible 

places where your family can go for protection 
or to reunite. 

If you have pets or service animals, think 
about animal-friendly locations. Consider places 
in your house, in your neighborhood, and outside 
of your city or town so you’re prepared for any 
situation.

Practice, Practice, Practice!
Create a list writing down your contacts and 

plans. Make sure everyone in the family has 
copies and keeps them in a safe space, like in a 
backpack, wallet or taped in a notebook. 

Put them in your cell phone if you have one. 
Hold regular household meetings to review and 
practice your plan. 

You can use the template at this link to assist 
in making your plan at https://ready.army.mil/
fam_emerg_plan.pdf.
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Amidst blood donation shortage, West Point steps up and supports
Story and photos by Jorge Garcia
PV Staff Writer

Class of 2022 Cadet Mark Salzman did not 
overthink it. Michele Lariviere, the director 
of donor recruitment at the New York Blood 
Center, said the NYBC recorded exceedingly 
low numbers on blood donations due to the 
COVID-19 Delta variant. With that in mind, 
it made perfect sense for Salzman to visit 
Eisenhower Hall and donate his blood during 
the NYBC Blood Drive Aug. 23-26 at the U.S. 
Military Academy.

“My mother had cancer, so I feel very 
personally about this. I know how vital it is to 
help people who are in serious need. The blood 
drive is a team effort; I’m healthy and I know 
that other people need my blood more than I do 
right now, so I like to come out whenever I can to 
support,” Salzman said. “It’s quick and easy — 
after a couple of minutes, you feel normal again. 
The short bit of discomfort you feel during the 
process is worth potentially saving lives.”

Like Salzman, Class of 2023 Cadet Robert 
Woody understands the significance that 
donating blood could have on someone’s life. 
With an O-positive blood type, standing in line 
to fill out paperwork and give a part of himself to 
those in need felt great and sensible, Woody said. 

“It’s important to consider the big picture 
and think about where your blood donation 
would go, especially if you got a blood type 
that’s in high demand,” Woody said. “I knew 
somebody who needed a blood transfusion 
from a gunshot wound, so I understand the 
impact donating can have. Hopefully, I can help 
somebody with my contribution.”

According to the NYBC press release, 
since the start of COVID-19, blood donations 
have decreased considerably. As a result, many 

community organizations, businesses and 
schools canceled blood drives, and donor centers 
are receiving fewer donations. 

“In recent weeks, the blood supply has 
dropped from 5 days to a 2-3 day supply and 
1-2 day supply of type O; NYBC warns this 

could signal more severe shortages in the weeks 
ahead,” the NYBC press release stated. “There 
has been a chronic blood shortage throughout 
the pandemic, but NYBC had anticipated the 
supply would rebound soon when vaccinated 
New Yorkers resumed some normal activities. 
NYBC also expected school and office blood 
drives to return this fall. The Delta variant has 
halted that recovery and threatens the blood 
supply.”

Lariviere added the NYBC always schedules 
blood drives in a time of great need, and 
typically, during August, blood centers are 
short of blood.  Additionally, with the pandemic 
compounding their donation efforts with other 
community institutions, the NYBC coordinated 
with West Point to facilitate the blood drive 
where cadets, faculty and staff were more than 
willingly donate. 

“West Point always steps up, and this time is 
no different. Faculty and staff put out important 
information to get people within the community 
to donate. Throughout this week, we had a lot 
of cadet, faculty and staff participation, even 
the Dean of the Academic Board, Brig. Gen. 
Shane Reeves, came down and donated, so 
did the Director of Athletics, Mike Buddie,” 
Lariviere said. “We have a lot of support from 
people who lead by example here at West Point, 
which encourages people within the community 
to come down.”

For more information on blood donations 
and supporting blood drives, visit www.NYBC.
org.

Class of 2024 Cadet Alexander Tucker (above) donated his blood to the New York Blood Center Blood Drive in response 
to a national blood supply shortage due to the COVID-19 Delta variant. 

Cadets, faculty and staff eagerly sign up to donate blood during the annual West Point Blood Drive facilitated by the 
New York Blood Center at Eisenhower Hall between Aug. 23-26 at the U.S. Military Academy. 
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See RING WEEKEND, PAGE 5

 POINTIN FOCUS: CLASS OF 2022 RING WEEKEND

The ring to solidfy them all: Class of 2022 
cadets rejoice during Ring Ceremony

A Class of 2022 Cadet receives her class ring and places it on her finger during the Ring Weekend ceremony Friday at the Trophy Point Amphitheater.   

Story and photos by Jorge Garcia
PV Staff Writer

The West Point Band engaged the crowd 
with festive music as family, friends and 
guests applauded the triumphant Class of 2022 
cadets as they steadily marched down to the 
amphitheater at Trophy Point to receive their 
class rings during the Ring Weekend ceremony 
on Friday at the U.S. Military Academy. 

“The hopes, dreams and accomplishments 
that  these r ings represented are now 
permanently tied to our hopes, dreams and 
potential and we thank you for your generous 
gift. To the (USMA) Class of 1972, thank you 
for your guidance and mentorship throughout 
our time at West Point,” Class of 2022 Cadet 

Claire Jones said. “This ceremony is a symbol 
of the hard work, commitment and dedication 
the Class of 2022 has put into the past three 
years at West Point. For the next 267 days, 
our class crest will face our hearts. When we 
graduate, we turn our rings, so the West Point’s 
crest faces our hearts.”

Precedingly, Ron Turner, USMA Class 
of 1958 and one of the special guests at the 
ceremony, developed the idea of incorporating 
the gold of alumni rings into the current 
class’ rings. In November 2000, the Herff 
Jones Company melted the gold of 31 rings 
cementing Turner’s idea and creating the 
Class Ring Memorial Program, Cathy Kilner, 
the director of the West Point Associate of 
Graduates, said.

 The price range this year, for the rings, 
went from a high of $7,636.85 down to a low 
of $698.13. The average cost of this year’s 
rings was $1,917. However, by comparison, 
the average cost of the rings purchased by 
the Class of 1972 was $130, Brig. Gen. Mark 
Quander, the Commandant of the Corps of 
Cadets, said.

Additionally, for 186 years since 1835, 
West Point has recognized firsties, through the 
ring ceremony, for reaching their senior year. 
This milestone in a cadet’s tenure signifies the 
prodigious commitment to join the Long Gray 
Line on graduation day.  

During the ceremony, Quander praised the 
cadets for their achievement and underscored 
the importance of defending the nation and 

living up to the highest American values by 
highlighting recent tragic events over the 
last week in Afghanistan in which 13 service 
members were killed in the line of duty during 
an attack at the airport in Kabul.

“As we celebrate this milestone for our 
firsties (seniors) this afternoon, we also 
remember the sacrifice of those service 
members who gave their last full measure 
of devotion and service to this great nation. 
They truly represent the best of us,” Quander 
said. “To the firsties: as you prepare and lead 
America’s sons and daughters around the 
globe, remember that the true strength of our 
nation is our grit, our resiliency, our resolve 
and our values. And when our nation and those 
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“RING WEEKEND,” cont’d from Page 4

A Class of 2022 cadet shows off her class ring after the Ring Weekend ceremony 
Friday at the Trophy Point Amphitheater.     

values are threatened, there are those, like you 
and those you will soon lead, who will step 
forward and stand in the gap to serve, protect 
and defend the United States of America and 
the American people.”

Quander added each ring represents the 
cadet’s commitment to their class motto: “For 
Many, Stand the Few.” Inscribed on one side 
of the Class of 2022 rings is their class crest. 
A symbol of the moral, mental and physical 
strength necessary to be a leader of character. 
On the other side of the ring is the academy 
crest, which serves as a constant reminder of 
what cadets represent as they work toward 
commissioning. It also serves as a reminder 
of a cadet’s past, present and future, both 
here at the academy, their commitment to the 
Army, and to whatever endeavor, he or she 
may choose outside of the Army.

With that, cadets were given the order by 
Quander to don their rings. The crowd cheered 
as the cadets donned the rings and cemented 
their legacy and commitment to continue their 
ongoing journey at West Point to commission 
into officership.

“I know that this senior year is going to 
be tough, but with this ring on my finger, 
I feel like I can do anything,” Class of 
2022 Cadet Jade Estell said. “I’m ready! 
I’m motivated to finish my firstie year, I’m 
motivated to graduate and this ring signifies 
my commitment to become an officer in the 

Army and lead Soldiers.”
Class of 2022 Cadet Jonathan Topping 

said this moment represents the Class of 2022 
cadets’ enduring dedication to be successful 
and live up to their class motto and the rings 
represent their fervor to one day lead the 
nation. 

“It’s incredible and it’s very surreal. You 
see it happen to every class that comes before 
you and then it feels a little bit like “imposter 
syndrome” during your first academic year 
and even though you’ve been accepted to the 
Corps, you still feel illegitimate. This moment 
solidifies everything for me,” Topping said. 
“I’m getting closer to graduation. I’m looking 
to have a great firstie year and I can’t wait to 
commission.”  

As the ring ceremony culminated, family 
and friends embraced the Class of 2022. 
Afterward, the Class of 2022 made their 
way down to USMA’s central area where 
cadet freshmen, juniors and sophomores 
congratulated their colleagues and marveled 
at their rings. 

“These rings are so much more than just 
a piece of jewelry or an accessory,” Quander 
said. “It is a connection to the Corps and the 
Long Gray Line for the rest of eternity. It is 
also symbolic of our values: Duty, Honor and 
Country. Values that you will soon see are 
envied by many around the world. Years from 
now, some of you wearing your ring might find 

yourself in a distant land, sitting in a foreign 
leader’s country and that leader poses a simple 
question about the meaning of your ring. My 

response would be, ‘this ring identifies me 
as a graduate of the United States Military 
Academy.’”

Ring and Crest representatives pick up their companyʼs class rings to distribute to all the firsties during the Ring Weekend ceremony Friday at the Trophy 
Point Amphitheater.  
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O’Neill HS students elected to American Legion Auxiliary Empire Girls’ state program

Members of the West Point Cadet Parachute Team take flight in a Lakota in preparation to jump during the New York Air Show over the weekend at Stewart 
Airport in Newburgh, N.Y.                                                                     Photo by T.Todd Bender/MidHudson News

Taking flight to jump at N.Y. Air ShowTaking flight to jump at N.Y. Air Show

By Claudia Beuchert
American Legion

Genevieve Oakley, a rising senior at James 
I. O’Neill High School in Highland Falls, 
New York, was elected governor of this year’s 
American Legion Auxiliary Empire Girls’ State 
program. Grace Nowicki, a rising senior at 
O’Neill High School, was elected the County 
Executive, and learned how to write a bill. The 
bill, called the Feminine Necessity Act, made 
all essential female products free. 

Samantha Reeves, a rising senior at O’Neill 
High School, was named deputy sheriff of 
the Federalist Party. Reeves also wrote a 
bill concerning cleaning up waterways and 
conserving water; both bills passed. 

The American Legion Auxiliary was 
founded in 1919. Their mission is simple: to 
support the American Legion and to honor 
those who have sacrificed for the country by 
bettering the lives of veterans, the military and 
their families. 

The ALA makes it a point to serve, educate 
and give back to America’s finest, the military! 
The impact the ALA has had on the country 
ranges from helping to draft the GI Bill in 
1944 to advocating for veterans on Capitol 
Hill. Their vision is to become the primary 
service organization and foundation of every 

community providing support for our veterans, 
military and their families. 

The ALA plans to do this by shaping a 
positive future in an atmosphere of fellowship, 
patriotism, peace and security. 

Additionally, the American Legion Auxiliary 
Empire Girls’ State (ALAEGS) program was 
started in 1937 and the goal is to help students 
better understand democratic ideals and the part 
individuals play in carrying out these ideals. 

The program is a hands-on weeklong 
educational workshop that focuses on 
Americanism and the political process. 

The ALAEGS program is a non-partisan 
attempt to teach high school girls about the 
government. Candidates must be in their junior 
year of high school and students must be in the 
top third of their class. Girls are chosen by the 
local ALA units that work with their respective 
high schools through the interview process. 

The girls who are selected become citizens 
and participate in creating a mythical 51st state. 
They participate in political campaigns, debates 
and crafting bills along with learning how to 
have proper flag etiquette and participating in 
a flag lowering or raising ceremony.  

Every year, the ALAEGS program holds an 
election to elect a governor, lieutenant governor, 
an attorney general and a comptroller. 

This year looked a little different from past 

events since this year’s festivities took place 
virtually. All of the campaigning had to be 
done online as well. For example, there was a 
campaign called Coffee with the Candidates. 
This allowed the participants to be able to speak 
with and ask questions to the candidates. 

Another way the candidates campaigned 
was by making a FlipGrid video. Each candidate 
made a one-to-two minute video explaining why 
the citizens should vote for them. The last way 
candidates could campaign was having a town 
hall debate. 

At the debate, citizens were able to submit 
questions for the candidates ahead of time for 
them to answer. The questions were not shared 
with the candidates causing the top eight 
candidates to think on their feet during the 
debate. After all of the campaigning is over, each 
position was voted on and someone is elected.

Oakley, who was selected as this year’s 
governor, is described by her teachers as a go-
getter and a hard worker. 

She always sets the bar high for herself and 
puts forth her best effort in any task she is given. 
Oakley is the founder and creator of the JIO’s 
Mental Health Club. She is also overseeing the 
Feminine Necessity Drive for her upcoming 
senior year, with the hope that it will have a 
lasting impact on our community for years to 
come. For these reasons and more, she was 

elected as governor of the ALAEGS. 
Nowicki is in the select choir, band, Student 

To Student Club, yearbook committee, and is 
a member of the O’Neill’s Drama Club. This 
year Nowicki was elected to the National Honor 
Society. Nowicki is a member of West Point’s 
Girl Scouts and is working on earning her gold 
award. She also runs track and cross country 
for O’Neill. 

Reeves is a member of O’Neill’s Section 
IX Championship Girls Varsity Soccer team 
and has played for O’Neill since her freshman 
year. She has been captain of the indoor track 
team since sophomore year, is president of 
the National Honor Society, and was selected 
to attend the Hugh O’Brian Youth (HOBY) 
Leadership Conference in her sophomore year. 

Reeves is an active member of the West 
Point Church of Christ. She has also served as 
her class secretary for the past three years, and 
has been part of JROTC since her freshman year. 
Reeves  also serves as the executive officer of 
the O’Neill academic team and has been part 
of the team since her freshman year at O’Neill.

For more information about the American 
Legion Auxiliary, visit member.legion-aux.
org/Home. 

For more information about the American 
Legion Auxiliary Empire Girls State program, 
visit www.empiregirlsstate.org.
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 POINT
IN FOCUS: WOMEN'S EQUALITY DAY OBSERVANCE

Bidwell, first female commander of 3rd Infantry Regiment, speaks on her leadership experience

The U.S. Military Academyʼs Equal Opportunity Offi  ce hosted the West Point 
Womenʼs Equality Day Observance Aug. 26 at Washington Hallʼs Room 5300. The 
guest speaker of the event was Maj. Marjana Bidwell (above), a USMA Class of 2007 
graduate, who was the fi rst female commander of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment 
“Old Guard” from 2014-16 (middle left). Bidwell, who deployed three times, once to 
Iraq and twice to Afghanistan (far right), spoke to the audience of leaving a legacy 
and “Be the Change.” Bidwell made the commitment to West Point and to an Army 
career her senior year of high school in 2001 after 9/11 when her cousin, Linda (top 
left), died in the Twin Towers in New York City. From then onward, she has been 
motivated to be the best offi  cer she can be as she looks to her heroes such as Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg (bottom left) for inspiration. (Right) Bidwell receives a gift from 
Master Sgt. Andrew Baumgartner, USMA Equal Opportunity advisor, for her guest 
speaking appearance and speech. Overall, the Women's Equality Day observance 
celebrates the passage of the 19th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which 
guarantees all American women the right to vote.                 P����� �	 E
�� S. B
����/PV
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Keller Corner: Weekly updates, COVID-19 info

KKeller CCorner
For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus 
information, Keller Army Community Hospital 
notifications, how to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
federal/state/local guidance and the U.S. Military 
Academy and Army Garrison West Point 
webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.mil/
West-Point-COVID-19-INFO/.

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic at KACH on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays
Keller Army Community Hospital has established a COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic on the main/

first floor in Keller Army Community Hospital, Room 1C20 — between the Pharmacy and the 
entrance into the Allgood Clinic.

Appointments can be scheduled using the COVID Vaccine Online Appointment Tool (COVAX) 
at https://informatics-stage.health.mil/COVAX/.  

Appointments — for the (Pfizer) first or second dose — are ongoing and the appointment 
availability will be:

• Every Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.;
• Every Wednesday — 1-4 p.m.;
• Every Friday — 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Vaccination appointments are available to all eligible Department of Defense beneficiaries 

ages 12 and older. 
As a reminder:
• Face coverings must be worn at all times on West Point;
• Vaccine recipients must present a Uniformed Services ID card or their DOD Beneficiary ID 

card at their vaccine appointment;
• The second dose should be scheduled at least 21 days after the first.
We thank you for your patience as we do our best to vaccinate the Greater West Point community 

and all of our DoD-eligible beneficiaries.

Have you had your mammogram this year? 
Keller Army Community Hospital mammogram machine is up and running. Regular 

mammogram screenings are a powerful tool in the fight against breast cancer. The decision to have a 
mammogram should be individualized based on discussion with your Primary Care Manager (PCM). 

The American Cancer Society says:
• Women ages 40 to 44 should have the choice to start annual breast cancer screening with 

mammograms if they wish to do so.
•  Women ages 45 to 54 should get mammograms every year.
•  Women ages 55 and older should switch to mammograms every two years, or can continue 

yearly screening.
•  Screening should continue as long as a woman is in good health and is expected to live 10 

more years or longer.
You may call the Radiology Department to make an appointment at 845-938-4840 without a 

referral. You can also discuss having a mammogram with your PCM. 
You can make an appointment with you PCM by calling the appointment line at 845-938-7992 

or 800-552-2907. 
If you are seeing a doctor outside of Keller Army Community Hospital and have had a 

mammogram, please ask your doctor to fax your Mammogram results to 845-938-1120, Attention: 
Gwendolyn Swinson, RN. This will assure you results are entered into your medical records. 

The Keller Army Community Hospital staff are committed to helping you stay healthy. If you 
have any questions, contact Swinson, RN, Population Health Nurse at 845-938-8241.

TRICARE Online secure messaging 
Did you know you can send a secure e-mail message to your doctor or health care team anytime, 

anywhere? Yes … you can send it through “TRICARE Online’s secure messaging.” 
Secure messaging lets you talk privately with your doctor or the medical staff via e-mail. With 

secure messaging, you can:
• Ask questions and get non-emergency health care advice;
• Schedule appointments and request referrals;
• Ask your doctor to renew your prescriptions;
• Request copies of labs and other test results;
• Find health education information about a variety of topics including links to doctor-

recommended information and sites.
If you don’t have a ‘secure messaging’ account, go to https://identity.tolsecuremessaging.

com/Registration?language=en#/registrationhome and register as a ‘PATIENT.’

 POINTIN FOCUS: KELLER CORNER UPDATES

West Pointʼs 11th annual Oktoberfest Oct. 8 and 9
Save the dates Oct. 8 (4-9 p.m.) and 9 (3-8 p.m. — family/child day) for the 11th annual West 

Point Oktoberfest at the Victor Constant Ski Area. 
Enjoy traditional German food, drink and music with American flair. There is a nominal fee for 

this event. Pre-purchase your admission, stein and reserve your Stammtisch table online starting 
Wednesday at westpoint.armymwr.com. 

Visit MWR online for more details and a schedule of events. Ticket sales end at 11:59 p.m. on 
Oct. 7. For additional information, call 845-938-6490.

USCCA Basic Pistol Course
The USCCA Basic Pistol Course takes place from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 3 at the Tronsrue 

Marksmanship Center. Learn about firearm basics (revolver/pistol), shooting fundamentals, gear 
and gadgets, basic/advance skills and firearm purchasing. 

There is a nominal fee for this course and includes live range time for practical application of 
the various shooting fundamentals and a USCCA certificate. Register at the Tronsrue Marksmanship 
Center or call 845-938-1700 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

TRICARE, WP Behavior 
Health is ‛Here For You’
By Robert Lanier
Keller Army Community Hospital Public 
Affairs

Current events in Afghanistan have left 
many in our community feeling understandably 
upset. The mental, physical and emotional 
wounds are deep. You may be wondering about 
the impact of your sacrifice and service, or the 
service of those who deployed there.

You are not alone.
Remember that what's happening now 

doesn't minimize or negate the experiences of 
all who served there. Countless answered the 
call of duty and did what was asked of them. 
Service is never for naught. Think about the 
times when valor and courage changed lives for 
the better. Or, focus on the present and what feels 
meaningful to you in this moment.

If you’re feeling this way, it will take time 
to process your feelings. Talking can be very 
therapeutic, whether it’s to a local chaplain, 
psychologist, or someone you served with in 
the military.

Do what feels right for you.
There isn't one way to think or feel or 

act. The important thing is to take advantage 
of available mental health care resources. 
Remember that this is one moment in time and 
regardless of what comes next, we'll get through 
it together.

West Point services include but are not 
limited to:

• West Point Chaplain Services — 845-
938-3316;

• West Point Behavior Health — 845-938-
3441 or -4704.

Getting help is a sign of strength. 
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MWR events/off erings

MWR ANNOUNCEMENTS
Long Pond season hours of operation update

Daily tickets go on sale 48 hours in advance of the current day. Long Pond is open to all DOD 
ID cardholders and Town of Highlands residents only. 

Long Pond will be closed today. It will be open Friday-Monday. Monday will be the last day 
of the season.

For more details on recreational swimming, call the MWR Fitness Center at 845-938-6490.

New mid-week dates are now available at Bull Pond 
Enjoy a three-night stay with two fully furnished houses and a private beach at Bull Pond 

during the mid-week for a nominal price. Check-in is 2 p.m. on Mondays, check-out is 10 a.m. on 
Thursdays. Mid-week dates are ongoing until Oct. 11. Open to DOD cardholders only. 

Call Round Pond 845-938-2503. This will be on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Payment is 
due upon reservation.

West Point Golf Course Weekly Specials now through October
The West Point Golf Course is off ering weekly specials from now through October. The off ers 

include $10 off  regular greens fee or $5 off  Twilight golfi ng on the fi rst Tuesday of each month. It 
is open only to active duty military and their dependents starting at 3 p.m. only. 

There will be $5 off  regular greens fee or $3 off  Twilight golfi ng on the fi rst Thursday of each 
month. It is open only to active duty military and their dependents, veterans, retirees, National 
Guard and Reserve Soldiers starting at 3 p.m. only. 

There is also a free hot dog off ered the last Friday of each month. It is open only to active duty 
military and their dependents, veterans, retirees, National Guard and Reserve Soldiers with the 
purchase a full round of regular golf. Twilight golf not included with this off er.  

These above specials cannot be combined with any other off ers and proper ID is required.
For more details, call 845-938-2435 or visit www.golfatwestpoint.com. 

Spirt Luncheons are back at the West Point Club
The Army West Point football spirit luncheons are back and held in the West Point Club Grand 

Ballroom. The doors open at 11 a.m. and the luncheons begin at noon. 
Tickets are on sale for a nominal fee and can be purchased at the WPC Administration Offi  ce 

from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. Purchase tickets in advance and save on day of luncheon 
pricing. 

Each luncheon is a pep rally for that week’s game. Luncheon dates are as follows: Tuesday—
Western Kentucky, Sept. 16—University of Connecticut, Sept. 21—Miami University (Ohio), 
Oct. 19—Wake Forest University, Nov. 1—Air Force, Nov. 10—Bucknell University, Nov. 18 
—University of Massachusetts, Dec. 7—Navy. 

To make reservations, call 845-938-5120. For more details, visit thewestpointclub.com.

CYS Ultimate Frisbee begins Wednesday
The Child and Youth Services Sports and Instructional Programs Ultimate Frisbee program 

will run from 7-9 p.m. Wednesday through Oct. 29. It is one practice, one game each week. 

FEATURED EVENT

The days of the week will be determined by the coaches and fi eld availability. Games and 
practices will be held at H-Lot, behind the Shoppette. It is open to sixth through 12th graders. 

There is a nominal fee for this program. For more details, call 845-938-3208 or visit 
westpointcys.com.

(UPDATED) CYS Sports and Instructional Programs — Learn to Play Hockey 
Child and Youth Services Sports and Instructional Programʼs Learn to Play Hockey is open 

to West Point youth ages 4 to 12. Registration starts Sept. 13. The program takes place 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays and 1:15-2:15 p.m. Sundays, starting Oct. 3 through March 9 at Tate Rink. 

This program operates with volunteer help and coaches are needed. It is open to all skill levels 
to learn and develop in the game of ice hockey. To volunteer or for more details, call 845-938-3208 
or visit westpointcys.com.

Army Ten-Miler MWR Team
Attention all active duty personnel — mark your calendars and sign-up today for the 37th 

annual Army Ten-Miler MWR Team and represent West Point. This event will take place on Oct. 
10 in Washington D.C. 

To try out for a spot on the team, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066 or email byron.
critchfi eld@westpoint.edu.

FAP Presents Wee-Play & Wee-Read Programs 
Wee-Play is an open play group designed for your little one to learn, play, make new friends 

and develop their social, cognitive and motor skills. Wee-Play takes place from 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
and 10-11 a.m. Tuesdays.

Wee-Read is a fun-fi lled story time including activities that promote speech development and 
learning. In August and September, Wee-Read takes place from 9-10 a.m. Tuesdays. The programs 
take place at the Youth Center Gym in Building 500. 

It is open to all active duty personnel and DOD civilians with children ages 4 and under. 
Registration is required. To register, call 845-938-0633. For more details, visit westpoint.

armymwr.com. 

West Point Community Noontime Ultimate Frisbee Fall League
The West Point Community Noontime Ultimate Frisbee Fall League plays at 12:15-1 p.m. 

Monday through Friday through Nov. 1 at Daly Field and the River Courts. 
It is open to all active duty personnel, DOD ID cardholders and West Point community family 

members. To sign-up, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066. For more details, visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

West Point Community Pickleball Open Play
MWR is off ering Pickleball open play through Nov. 3 at noon-1 p.m. Wednesdays and 5-7 

p.m. Sundays at the Clinton Tennis Courts. 
It is open to all active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point family 

members. To sign-up or for more details, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

West Point Community Flag Football Tuesday Evening League
A West Point community 7-on-7 passing only Flag Football league will run from Tuesday 

through Nov. 9 from 7-9:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 
It is open to all active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point family 

members. To sign-up or for more details, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

Utah (non-resident) Concealed Permit Course Sept. 26 
A concealed permit course is a non-live fi re class that will be held from 1-5:30 p.m. Sept. 26 

at the Buff alo Soldier Pavilion located at 628 Hodges Place. No fi rearms or permits are needed. 
This permit allows non-residents to carry a concealed handgun in 35 states (unfortunately, 

New York does not recognize the Utah permit). 
This is the ideal permit to have if you travel to diff erent states. This class includes your passport 

style photo, fi ngerprints, application, mailing envelope and address labels. 
All you have to do is send it off  in the mail. There is a nominal fee for this class. 
Bring a blank check to this class when attending. For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.

com or call 845-938-1700.

New Group Fitness Classes coming soon
Mark your calendars West Point community as all new Group Fitness classes start on Sept. 20 

at the MWR Fitness Center to include Zumba, Cycle and RIPPED (HIIT). 
For more details, call 845-938-6490.

ODR 50 Years Celebration Summer Adventure 2021
Come celebrate 50 years of MWR’s Outdoor Recreation with #ARMYODR50 Instagram 

Sweepstakes. This program runs through Tuesday. Visit your local Outdoor Recreation (ODR) 
facility to register and pick up the ODR50 promo item. 

In order to be eligible for the sweepstakes drawing, participants must follow “@armyodr” 
and “@familymwr” Instagram accounts. Post to your Instagram a photo of yourself doing an 
outdoor activity (examples: rock climbing, fi shing, biking, etc.) 

The photo must include the ODR50 promo item. Tag @armyodr and #armyodr50 for a 
chance to win. More entries increase your chance of winning great prizes. 

Visit ArmyMWR.com/ODR50 for sweepstakes rules and more information. Stay tuned 
to MWR’s website westpoint.armymwr.com for local ODR50 events at West Point. For 
additional details, call 845-938-6497.

See MWR, PAGE 10



12 SePteMBer 2, 2021 Pointer View    

COMMUNITY 
FEATURED ITEMS
M i l i t a r y 
Personnel 
D i v i s i o n 
closure

T h e 
M i l i t a r y 
P e r s o n n e l 
Division is 
c losed  for 
training from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. today, Sept. 
16 and Oct. 7. ID Card Services will remain 
open.

PWOC returns
Protestant Women of the Chapel is 

returning to Tuesday mornings this fall. 
Come join the women of West Point for 
fellowship, encouragement and diving into 
God’s word together.

PWOC wil l  be  meet ing Tuesday 
mornings from 9-11:30 a.m. at the Post 
Chapel, Building 692 Biddle Loop. There 
will also be a Thursday night group from 
7-9 p.m. and a virtual option at 9 a.m. 
Fridays. 

For updated information, follow the 
Facebook page or email wp.pwoc@gmail.
com to be added to the email list. 

The  PWOC kickoff  i s  Tuesday. 
Childcare will be provided for children 
ages 6 months through 5 years old starting 
Tuesday.

Changes to New York State Security 
Deposit rules

Attention to West Point Soldiers and 
families who rent or will rent residential 
housing within New York State. Recently, 
there have been significant changes to the 
rental process.  

For both non-rent protected and rent 
protected residential properties, landlords 
can no longer require tenants to provide 
first and last month’s rent as well as a 
security deposit when entering into a lease. 

The maximum a landlord can require 
from a prospective tenant is the first 
month’s rent and a security deposit or an 
advance payment. The security deposit or 
advance payment can be no larger than the 
first month’s rent. 

Service members who have questions 
about their statutory rights as a prospective 
tenant can contact Legal Assistance at 845-
938-4541 for assistance.            

West Point Town of Highlands Farmers 
Market

The West Point Town of Highlands 
Farmers Market runs every Sunday until 
Oct. 31. The market is open from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. and it’s located at the municipal lot 
across from Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in 
Highland Falls.

The farmers market off ers a variety of 
things to include produce, homemade crafts, 
coff ee, good music and much more.

For more details, visit https://www.
wptohmarket.com/. See advertisment to left.
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Men’s Soccer opens up with 4-2 win over La Salle
Freshman forward Brandon Bryant (#23) celebrates with his teammates after he scored his first collegiate goal during Army West Point menʼs soccerʼs 4-2 
victory over La Salle Aug. 26 at Clinton Field at Malek Stadium.                               Photo by Mady Salvani/Army Athletic Communications

**View Army west Point schedule At www.goArmywestPoint.com/cAlendAr.AsPx?.

women's soccer

FridAy, 6 P.m.—williAm & mAry, clinton Field At mAlek stAdium. 

VolleybAll

FridAy, 7 P.m.—sAcred heArt, gillis Field house. 

Sports calendarSports calendar

By Phil Thor
Army Athletic Communications

In its first match of the 2021 season, the Army West Point 
menʼs soccer team (1-0-0, 0-0 PL) came out firing, scoring four 
first half goals on its way to a 4-2 win over the La Salle Explorers 
(0-1-0, 0-0 A-10) Aug. 26 at Clinton Field at Malek Stadium. 
The win was the first for new head coach, Brian Plotkin and the 
first of the season for the Black Knights. 

Army was quick to jump on the attack from the opening 
kick, working the ball deep into the Explorersʼ zone to fire off 
two shots in the first five minutes. The scoring started in the 15th 
minute, when freshman forward Andrew Guerra found the back 
of the net off a feed from sophomore midfielder Drew Clement. 

La Salle came back to tie it up at 1-1 in the 19th minute 
when Ike Hollinger scored on a penalty kick. Senior captain and 
goalkeeper Jacob Suppiah kept the score even with his first save 
of the season in the 20th minute. 

The tie was broken by Armyʼs sophmore forward Sean Lee, 

who scored his first collegiate goal after stealing the ball from a 
La Salle defender and finding the top right corner of the net. The 
lead would only hold for another 90 seconds as the Explorersʼ 
Nigel Quickley scored the equalizer. 

The Army bench played a crucial in the heat of the game as 
three reverses netted goals for the Black Knights, starting with 
Lee. Senior midfielder Oscar Pereira lifted the Cadets to the 
win with a goal in the 32nd minuted, followed by a goal from 
freshman forward Brandon Bryant in the 34th, to seal the victory. 
Pereira earned the assist in Bryant's first collegiate goal. 

La Salle kept putting the pressure on the Army defensive 
back line, who countered with a strong, shutout performance in 
the second half. 

The Explorers best opportunity came in the 53rd minute, 
when Suppiah recorded a huge penalty kick save to keep the 
two-goal advantage. Suppiah finished his first start of the season 
with seven saves to help keep La Salle at bay.

Army would hold on to the 4-2 lead to secure its first win of 
the 2020-21 season. 

 Coachʼs Corner
“It was a great result for our guys, they worked very hard for 

this win today.” said head coach Brian Plotkin. “La Salle was a 
great opponent and Coach (Taylor) Thames is doing a great job 
over there, you can see it already. 

“We responded well after a crazy six-goal first half, which 
we were fortunate enough to be on the better end of. We were 
able to lock it down on the back line in the second half. Iʼm just 
really proud of the guys for digging deep and finding a way to 
maintain the lead and get the win in the end.”

  
Inside the Box Score
• Plebes Andrew Guerra and Brandon Bryant both recorded 

their first collegiate goals.
• Suppiah finished the game with seven saves with one being 

on a penalty kick. 
• Armyʼs four first-half goals was the first time the team 

accomplished the feat in over a decade. 
• Pereira totaled three points with a goal and an assist.
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Volleyball sweeps second day of Army Invitational
Army West Point volleyball came out on top at the 2021 Army Invitational after sweeping Merrimack and Iona Saturday on the final day of the tournament at Gillis 
Field House.                                             Photo by Mady Salvani/Army Athletic Communications

By Mackenzie Collyer
Army Athletic Communications

Army West Point volleyball came out 
on top at the 2021 Army Invitational after 
sweeping Merrimack and Iona Saturday 
on the final day of the tournament at Gillis 
Field House.

The Black Knights defeated Merrimack 
3-0 (25-12, 25-8, 25-14) led by freshman 
setter Diana Ethridge with 19 assists and five 
service aces and senior outside hitter Cate 
Buckingham with nine kills. 

During the Black Knightsʼ 3-0 (25-12, 
25-18, 25-18) over Iona, Ethridge racked up 
39 assists to help the teamʼs offense record 
45 kills on a .350 clip.

Match 1 vs. Merrimack
Army went to work early going on a 4-0 

run supplied by kills from sophomore outside 
hitter Allanah Cutler and sophomore middle 
blocker Paige Fixemer. 

Merrimack worked to battle back, but 
Black Knights kept the momentum going 
another run to take a 18-6 lead. 

Sophomore libero Riley Parchment 
and sophomore outside hitter Mackenzie 
Karnig played big roles in Black Knights 
service recording three and two service aces, 
respectfully. 

Freshman outside hitter Kingsley Wallace 
closed the set with a kill to make the final score 
25-12. Cutler and Buckingham each recorded 
three kills while the team recorded a .370 hitting 
percentage.

The Cadets brought their fire from the first 
set to the second as they jumped ahead 10-0, 
highlighted by four services by Ethridge. 

The Warriors came back, trailing 15-6, but 
sophomore outside hitter Savannah Bray threw 
down a kill that ignited 6-0 run for the Black 
Knights. Etheridge recorded one more service 
ace to put her at five in the set, 23-7. 

Bray ended the set with a powerful kill to 
push the Black Knights to a 25-8 win. The Black 
Knights recorded a .389 hitting percentage and 
eight service aces.

Army claimed the early 8-2 lead, with 
the help from Buckingham and Cutler on the 
attacking end. Junior libero Sayler Butters fired 
off a service ace later in the set to increase the 
Black Knightsʼ lead to 16-11 over the Warriors. 

Sophomore middle blocker Jasmine Grant 
recorded back-to-back kills to add some cushion 
to the Black Knightsʼ lead. 

Sophomore outside hitter Kai Nickerson 
threw down the final kill of the match to lift 
Army to the 25-14 set win and 3-0 sweep over 
Merrimack. 

Buckingham finished the set with six kills 
while Cutler and Nickerson each had four.

Match 2 vs. Iona
Iona came out swinging, leading 3-0 before 

Army took control of a 7-5 lead with help from 
Fixemer. The Black Knights held their lead by 
capitalizing on errors by the Gaels. 

Fixemer threw down a kill to rally a 6-0 
run, giving Army the 17-8 lead. Bray added on 
two more kills to help the Cadets get closer to 
set point. Errors made by Iona pushed Army 
to the 25-12 win. Fixemer finished the set with 
three kills and three service aces.

Set two started off back and forth, but Army 
caught momentum to take a 6-4 over Iona. The 
Gaels chipped away at the Black Knightsʼ lead, 
11-8. Fixemer stayed alive at the net recording 
two kills to increase Armyʼs lead to 16-11. 

The Black Knights recorded two key blocks 
to retain service and keep their lead, 22-16. 
Buckingham lifted Army to the 25-18 with her 
third kill of the set. The Black Knights finished 
the set with 14 kills, hitting .407.

Nickerson helped set the Black Knightsʼ 
offense in motion early in the third set firing 
off two kills to give Army the 3-1 lead. Her 
teammates, Bray and Fixemer, joined in each 
recording kills to increase the lead to 8-6. Iona 
stayed in the fight, cutting Black Knightsʼ lead 
to 15-10. 

Fixemer and Nickerson continued to fire 
kills for Army, pushing the score to 22-15. 
The Black Knights took advantage of errors 

made by Iona to win the set 25-18 and secure 
the 3-0 match sweep.

Coachʼs Corner
“It was an incredible weekend for our 

team,”said head coach Alma Kovaci Lee. “Our 
seniors received their well-deserved rings and 
we were able to play good volleyball. When 
we step on the court, we get better and more 
confident. It is great to see the team come 
together and perform so well. Everyone who 
played represent the dedication and efforts 
of every player that works hard all week at 
practice. 

“Today, we were able to gain some 
experience and trust each other. Our game, 
against Iona, was efficient. Diana (Ethridge) 
had great distribution and connected well with 
hitters. Cate (Buckingham) was phenomenal 
this weekend and Allanah (Cutler) was great 
as well,” she added.

Inside the Numbers
•  Ethridge and Cutler  earned All-

Tournament honors.
• Ethridge finished the day with 58 assists 

and five service aces. 
• Cutler recorded 16 kills and four total 

blocks after two matches.
• Bray finished with six kills and a .750 

hitting percentage against Merrimack. 
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Women’s soccer wins double-overtime thriller over St. Peter’s

Freshman midfi elder Kaelan Bradleyʼs (second from left) celebrates with teammates after scoring her fi rst career goal that boosted the Army West Point 
womenʼs soccer team to a 2-1, double-overtime victory over Saint Peterʼs on Sunday afternoon at Clinton Field at Malek Stadium. 
                                       Photo by Mady Salvani/Army Athletic Communications

Go to www.arMYGaMedaY.CoM/SinGle-GaMe-tiCKetS to PUrCHaSe GaMe tiCKetS.

SINGLE GAME TICKETS FOR ARMY WEST POINT FOOTBALL ARE NOW AVAILABLE. 
tHe arMY weSt Point footBall teaM iS SCHedUled to PlaY tHree HoMe GaMeS in SePteMBer. tHe BlaCK KniGHtS PlaY weStern KentUCKY (SePt. 11), ConneCtiCUt (SePt. 18) and MiaMi (oHio) (SePt. 25).

By Meg Ellis
Army Athletic Communications

Freshman midfielder Kaelan Bradleyʼs 
fi rst career goal boosted the Army West Point 
womenʼs soccer team to a 2-1, double-overtime 
victory over Saint Peterʼs on Sunday afternoon 
at Clinton Field at Malek Stadium.

The game-winning shot came in the 103rd 
minute of action between the Black Knights 
and the Peacocks, pushing Army to 2-0 in home 
contests this season.

Army played aggressively throughout the 
entire match, earning a 23-5 advantage in shots 
over the visiting team. The Black Knights set 
the tone immediately after kickoff  and put 
intense pressure on the Peacockʼs backline, 
which resulted in a goal by junior midfi elder 
Dara Murray in the 29th minute of play. 

Murrayʼs shot was assisted by sophomore 
forward Jasmine Talley and handed the home 
team a 1-0 lead, which they took into the 
halftime break.

After being held to just two shots in the 
fi rst 45 minutes, the Peacocks set the pace at 
the start of the second stanza. 

Less than four minutes after the whistle, 
Lucia Mansilla Medina netted the equalizer on 
a cornerkick to tie things up at 1-1. 

From there, the Black Knights regained 
control of the ball and earned a 11-2 advantage 
in shots down the stretch, but the game was 
forced into overtime. 

The initial overtime period looked as 
though it was going to end quickly when 
sophomore forward Kaitlin Palaian had a 
breakaway run, but the Peacocksʼ keeper made 
a diving save to keep the match going. Armyʼs 

junior goalkeeper Taylor Stalheim went 
untested in the 10-minute block, as the ball 
was mostly possessed by the Black Knights.

The extra minutes were not enough for the 
game to be decided, thus sending the match 
into second overtime. 

Army stuck to its game plan and continued 
to attack the Peacockʼs back line until Bradley 
got her head on a ball from Elizabeth Oberhaus, 
netting the golden goal.  

Coachʼs Corner
“Two great goals today by Dara and 

Kaelan,” head coach Tracy Chao said. “We 
continue to see our team create a lot of solid 
opportunities. There are areas in our play that 
are really coming together, especially with 
our movements in the midfi eld. Ultimately, 
we were relentless for 103 minutes and these 

types of games where frustration can easily 
set in with the number of chances created are 
a true test of our team's fortitude.”

Inside the Box Score
• This was the Black Knightsʼ fi rst multi-

goal game of the 2021 campaign.
• Stalheim faced fi ve shots from between 

the sticks and tallied a pair of saves in her 
second start of the year.

• Palaian led the team with fi ve shots, an 
eff ort that was followed by both Dara Murray 
and junior midfi elder  Lauren Drysdale, who 
contributed three apiece.

• In addition to the edge in shots, Army 
led the Peacocks in shots on-frame (9-3) and 
corners (9-4).

Seven diff erent cadets had chances on-
frame.


