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Members of the Class of 2025 proudly took their place on The Plain during the Acceptance 
Day Parade at the U.S. Military Academy Saturday, marking the successful completion of 
Cadet Basic Training and their offi  cial integration into the Corps of Cadets. As the West Point 
Band played music, the new plebes progressed triumphantly into position for the ceremony 
dressed in their white over gray uniform. The cadets neatly fi led into their companies and, as 
ordered, marched in formation during the pass in review as proud family members shouted 
praises to their plebes as they embark on their West Point experience to join the Long Gray 
Line.                                 Photos by Jorge Garcia/PV
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DPE instructor’s family member’s remains return home

(Above right) Army Sgt. Jesse “Johnnie” D. Hill, 20, of Highland Park, Mich., 
killed during the Korean War, was accounted for May 19, 2020 and landed 
in Los Angeles Aug. 9 escorted by his nephew, Capt. Richard Ortmann 
(above), Department of Physical Education instructor at West Point. Hill was 
received by his niece Tammy and Steve Lamich, many of her fellow Delta 
colleagues, airport police, TSA, fi re department and the USO. In late 1950, 
Hill was a member of Company C, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 
7th Infantry Division. He was reported missing in action on Dec. 2, 1950, 
when his unit was attacked by enemy forces near the Chosin Reservoir in 
North Korea. Following the battle, his remains could not be recovered. On 
July 27, 2018, following the summit between President Donald Trump and 

North Korean Leader Kim Jong-un in June 2018, North Korea turned over 
55 boxes, purported to contain the remains of American service members 
killed during the Korean War. The remains arrived at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii on Aug. 1, 2018, and were subsequently accessioned into the 
DPAA laboratory for identifi cation. To identify Hill’s remains, scientists from 
DPAA used anthropological analysis, as well as circumstantial evidence. 
Additionally, scientists from the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System 
used mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) analysis. During the special escort mission, 
Ortmann escorted his great-uncleʼs remains from Oahu to LA and Detroit, 
until the fi nal stop at Great Lakes National Cemetery (below) in Holly, Mich., 
for his funeral.    Photos provided by Capt. Richard Ortmann and Honoring Our Fallen
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Class of 2023 affirms its commitment to academy, military service

Approximately 1,000 cadets from the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2023 convened at Eisenhower Hall to partake in the annual Affirmation Ceremony Sunday. 
Members of the U.S. Military Academy Class of 1973 attended the ceremony as the 50-year affiliate class with guest speaker, USMA Class of 1973 graduate  
William S. “Bill” McArthur Jr. (bottom left) providing words of wisdom to the cadets on the importance of self-awareness, legacy and establishing lifelong 
friendships. Soon after, the Commandant for the Corps of Cadets, Brig. Gen. Mark Quander, took the stage and conducted the Oath of Affirmation with the 
cadets as they pledged (above and bottom right) their commitment to the academy for the next two years and active duty service requirement to the military 
after graduation.                      Photos by Jorge Garcia/PV and Class of 2024 Cadet Stepen Litterini
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See CHARACTER/WELLNESS, PAGE 5

 POINTIN FOCUS: CADET CHARACTER/WELLNESS

Sustaining wellness with character development, West Point 
educates cadets on character reflection, team cohesion

U.S. Military Academy Class of 2025 cadets participate in Wellness Day during Cadet Basic Training Aug. 7 at Lake Frederick.
                       U.S. Army Photo by Spc. Josue Patricio/27th PAD Unit

Story by Jorge Garcia
PV Staff Writer

With trends and practices constantly 
shifting with every passing generation, the 
Army and West Point routinely expand their 
standards and procedures to adapt effectively 
to the changing times. With that, faculty 
and staff from the Character Integration 
and Advisory Group, or CIAG, continue to 
educate and lead the new generation of cadets 
through the ever-evolving process of character 
development at the U.S. Military Academy.

Since January, the CIAG has developed 
initiatives to implement holistic health 
and wellness into the Class of 2025 cadets 
character development program during 
Cadet Basic Training, or Beast. Character 
journals were among the methods used to 
help the cadets develop a firm sense of self 
and situational awareness, as they performed 
throughout Beast.

“The character journals were an opportunity 
to help cadets reflect on virtues, goal setting 
and to have small group discussions to talk 
about how they can better support each 
other, know each other, and hold each other 
accountable,” Dr. Jeffrey Peterson, the senior 
advisor of the CIAG, said. “The CIAG was 
able to bring some expertise on the design 
and content of the journal, and the training of 
the cadet cadre, to prepare them to lead those 
discussions with the Class of 2025.”

Peterson added the character journals were 
the first initiative. The second initiative was 
the Wellness Day event that occurred during 
the last week of Beast at Lake Frederick. 
During that week, the CIAG’s Holistic 
Wellness Integrator, Dr. Orin Strauchler, took 
the intent of the command sergeant major 
for the Corps of Cadets, Command Sgt. Maj. 
Ken Killingsworth, and turned it into an 

operational idea to help cadets make sense of 
their basic training experience.

During the last week of Beast, the cadets 
organized their equipment in preparation for 
their final Field Training Exercises, including 
Mountaineering, Leader Reaction Course, 
Combatives and the Long Gray Line starts 
here event.     

Additionally, they took part in Wellness/
Character Day where they participated in 
recreational sports, a rock, paper, scissors 
tournament, talent shows and an awards 
ceremony, among other events.  

The implementation of the idea allowed 
cadets to have discussions on what they 
learned about themselves, how they developed 
character, and how to maintain the momentum 
of character development and team cohesion 
into the academic year.

“The problem we sometimes have is, 
typically, most cadets believe, ‘I just need 
grit,’ which is really important. Grit is super 
crucial, but it’s not the only element that 
leads to success and resiliency. Teaching the 
cadets that they can rely on each other and that 
seeking help will make them more resilient 
is essential to the character development 
process,” Strauchler said. “That support will 
help them thoroughly understand how they’re 
feeling, and it will show them how to express 
themselves in a way that allows them to deal 
with internal issues in a constructive, more 
therapeutic way. If we don’t talk about these 
underlying issues, then how can we ever 
hope to effectively address it and get more 
resilience out of the cadets?”

This was one of the questions churning in 
Killingsworth’s mind earlier this year as he 
thought of character development strategies 
to make cadets more resolute and adaptable 
during military training. The idea for character 
journals was sparked when Killingsworth 

began researching the Ranger Assessment and 
Selection Program retention statistics during 
the mid-to-late 2010s.  

Between 2015 and 2017, RASP’s monthly 
graduations dropped from approximately 55% 
to 27%, Killingsworth said. During 2017, 
there were many voluntary withdrawals and 
the graduation rates continued dropping as 
low as 10%.

Furthermore, RASP enacted three sets 
of criteria to combat the lack of retention. 
First, increase the military rigor of the cadre 
selection; second, implement active feedback 
during military training, and third, publishing 
a coaching workbook. 

“If you look at the character journals, it is 
broken down into three parts: the first part is 
the goal setting associated with the military 
training in Beast, and that aligns a lot with 
the coaching workbook that RASP used, and 
it’s directly related to active feedback on 
their performance during military training,” 
Killingsworth said. “Then the second part is 
the character piece: to generate discussions 
every day on character development. We’ve 
been talking about character virtues and how 
important character is to the profession of 
arms and developing into leaders of character. 
Afterward, the third piece was the concept of 
wellness.”

Preparation for Wellness Day began 
several months ago. Staff members from the 
CIAG held a meeting with Killingsworth to 
discuss how Wellness Day would transpire, 
Strauchler said. The objective was clear: 
every recreational activity or training event 
must teach a cadet a valuable lesson that 
strengthens their resolve as an individual 
and a team member. It was also imperative to 
incorporate lessons cadets learned from their 
character journals into Wellness Day. 

“Command Sgt. Maj. Ken Killingsworth 

clarified that morale and wellness are two 
different concepts, and one of the guidelines 
we developed was clearly distinguishing 
the two so that cadets come away with a 
clear understanding of wellness. Boosting 
the cadet’s morale is nice, but that doesn’t 
necessar i ly  teach them wel lness  and 
resiliency,” Strauchler said. “I worked 
closely with the integrators to brainstorm 
the fun activities that corresponded with the 
guidelines we had developed that would help 
cadets fully intuit what it means to live well 
and be resilient.”

Class of 2025 Cadet Alayna Washington 
said it was a relief to stop and reflect on her 
training experience during Wellness Day. 
The character journaling allowed her to 
understand the Army and West Point culture, 
and it also allowed her to create a balance 
between maintaining a regimented mindset 
while executing training missions and being 
resolute in her drive to succeed and remain 
supportive of her peers.

“It helps to just sit down and think about 
which virtues we enacted throughout the day, 
whether it’s staying loyal to the Army, being 
supportive of one another, or having grit and 
preparing our minds for officership when we 
join the Army,” Washington said. “I realized 
that having grit is important, but the journals 
made me realized that I need to get better with 
patience, too. My stepdad was in the Army and 
before coming here, he told me, ‘you’re going 
to do a lot of waiting, and some of it is going to 
be aggravating.’ However, he always told me 
there’s a purpose to everything. The waiting 
might not seem relevant right now, it might 
seem like a waste of time, but later in the 
future, when we become officers,  everything 
will come full circle.”

The effect iveness of  squad leader 
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“CHARACTER/WELLNESS,” cont’d from Page 4

U.S. Military Academy Class of 2025 cadets participate in Wellness Day during Cadet Basic Training Aug. 7 at West Point. 
A new cadet balances balloons during a game as part of Wellness Day.  U.S. Army Photo by Spc. Josue Patricio/27th PAD Unit

communication was another crucial element in 
making sure cadets understood the importance 
of wellness. Class of 2025 Cadet Taylor 
Andrzejewski believed her squad leaders 
created a safe space for cadets to express their 
feelings in a healthy manner.

“It really depends on how your squad 
leader can organize the space and make sure 
that everyone feels comfortable sharing, but 
my squad leader has done an excellent job of 
it,” Andrzejewski said. “I know that a lot of 
us have benefited from being able to relax and 
resolve a lot of conflicts. We’ve actually had 
some really productive conversations about 
racial discrimination, equal opportunity and 
other topics related to the Army. I think it’s 
an awesome way for all of us to build rapport, 
trust each other and learn how to work as a 
team.”

Journaling is an activity that Class of 
2025 Cadet Aidan Armstrong does regularly 
and was excited that West Point implemented 
character journals into Beast. Armstrong 
fully embraced the concept of character 
journals and believed it had qualities that 
made his basic training experience eventful. 
Armstrong understood it wasn’t merely about 
writing thoughts down on a page and tucking 
the journal under a pillow. The concept of 
character journals coupled with Wellness Day 
was laden with enough substance that allowed 
Armstrong to bring out the best version of 
himself during Beast.

“The journals helped me to understand that 
it wasn’t just about jotting down what you did 
during that particular training day. Instead, 
it helped me reflect on things like virtue,” 
Armstrong said. “It made me introspective 
to the point where I started asking myself 
internal questions like, ‘did I practice humility 
today, or was I empathetic toward others?ʼ 
Thinking of things from that perspective 
helps you understand who you are as a person, 
what your strengths are, and highlights the 
weaknesses you need to work on.”

While Armstrong enjoyed character 
journals, Class of 2025 Cadet Reed Dolph 
believed group discussions and regular 
interactions with his peers and cadet cadre 
made him introspective enough to where he 
didn’t use character journals as often as others. 

“I came into Beast with a different 
mindset. I didn’t journal a lot. It took some 
time to see the point of it. All the group 
journaling sessions are definitely a different 
change of pace for me. But I think it benefits 
me more to be sociable around people. It felt 
more impactful for me when my cadre were 
criticizing me or my platoon mates were 
saying you need to do better,” Dolph said. “I 
feel I got more out of socializing and listening 
to people than just writing something down, 
but that doesn’t mean the character journals 
aren’t practical. It definitely helped most 
of my peers reflect and develop a growth 
mindset.”

Peterson, along with the rest of the staff 
at CIAG, understood the challenge that came 
with instructing cadets on the importance of 
character journaling and wellness. Typically, 

when West Point provides activities to over 
1,000 cadets, there will always be mixed 
responses, Peterson explained. It’s challenging 
to get a concise level of consistency on a 
new initiative across every squad during 
CBT. The variability comes from the new 
cadets. They may not be ready, willing or 
open to the idea of character education and 
character development in a military training 
environment. 

Furthermore, some cadets may be self-
conscious or uncomfortable with reflection 
because it can be difficult, at times, to slow 
down and be honest about self-assessment and 
on issues related to character, Peterson said. 

Another factor that comes into focus is 
the facilitators and the squad leaders having 
varying degrees of experience and comfort 
with leading discussions on character and 
wellness. With those considerations in mind, 
many variables may impact the effectiveness 
of character education. 

“Even if a cadet doesn’t think that the 
journal personally benefited them, there is still 
an opportunity to get to know your teammates 
better. There is still an opportunity to better 

understand the language of virtue, and what 
the expectations are as a West Point cadet,” 
Peterson added. “There’s always contributions 
to building teams, to building cohesion 
and improving personal knowledge about 
character and how it impacts your life. Even 
those cadets that weren’t completely satisfied 
with the event itself, there were probably some 
positive impacts on those cadets as well.”

Another detail Peterson noticed in the 
informal feedback that he and his team 
received is the vast majority of the responses 
from cadets had, at least, some positive 
components. Throughout his interactions with 
cadets, he did not come across anyone who 
said the entire program was a waste of time.  

Addit ionally,  during the character 
development process, the CIAG often looks 
for incremental progress that can be achieved 
with relative efficiency.

“We’ve conducted some focus groups and 
we’ll be collecting some survey data, but the 
initial reports are pretty positive,” Peterson 
said. “So, there’s no question that character 
development, combined with military training, 
will be part of the developmental process 

moving forward, as long as West Point has 
its mission.”  

Peterson added despite a formal journaling 
process being the new initiative this year, it 
is uncertain whether the character journaling 
will be a definitive or permanent part of the 
system going forward until he and his team 
thoroughly assess the results. 

Indicators from surveys are positive, but 
the team needs to make sure that they have a 
more rigorous assessment before deciding its 
continuance.

“The current plan, absent any evidence 
that this was ineffective, is that we will 
continue it, at least for one more year, so that 
we can refine the process and improve it for 
the next iteration of Cadet Basic Training,” 
Peterson said. “We’ll also run a pilot of a 
similar program during Cadet Field Training 
so that the Class of 2025 would have at least 
two summer experiences of incorporating 
journaling and reflecting on character growth 
and building cohesive teams for two of their 
four summers here at West Point, so it will at 
least continue for that long. Beyond that will 
depend upon the assessments.”
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EECS cadets, faculty attend two of world’s leading cybersecurity conferences
By Capt. Ryan Neville 
Department of Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science instructor

Tw e l v e  c a d e t s  a n d  f o u r  f a c u l t y 
members from the Department of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science (EECS) 
departed during the early morning hours of 
Aug. 4, as they ventured on a trip to world 
class professional cybersecurity events, 
the Black Hat Conference and Defense 
Condition 29 (DEFCON29), Aug 4-6 in 
Las Vegas.

In order to develop both cadets and 
faculty members beyond the limits of the 
curriculum, Lt. Col. Raymond Blaine, 
director of the Cyber Research Center, one 
of three research centers in the Department 
of EECS, committed himself to provide the 
group a dynamic experience that underscores 
the in-depth layers of cybersecurity culture.

The trip highlighted the challenges 
and vulnerabilities in the modern, digital 
world as the group met with world-class 
cybersecuri ty  experts  and hackers  to 
understand the nuance that  goes into 
navigating the digital age.

During the Black Hat Conference, 
the cadets and faculty attended training 
seminars and briefings. The group also 
consulted and networked with corporations, 
hackers and government agencies around 
the world.  

Keynote speakers included Jen Easterly, 
a U.S. Military Academy Class of 1990 
graduate, who is now the director for the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency. In her talk, Easterly spoke about 
how hackers, the government and private 
companies can work together to solve 
tomorrow’s cyber puzzles before they 
become national threats.

Another graduate, Adam Morgan, USMA 
Class of 1998, was in attendance. He 
currently works at ForAllSecure, Inc., 
whose mission is to make the world’s 
software systems  secure utilizing patented 
technology. Morgan connected with the 

cadets and faculty, and he discussed his 
former career in the Army and what it’s like 
working at a cybersecurity company.

Subsequently, one of the world’s largest 
gatherings for hackers, DEFCON 29, kicked 
off the following day. At the conference, 
attendants showcased adversarial thinking 
and demonstrated how to protect against 
complex and straightforward cyber attacks. 

The entire conference is immersed in the 
hacker’s mindset, where even the badges 
used to enter are intricate digital devices that 
double as puzzles that take hours to solve. 
Various “villages” are dedicated to specific 
types of vulnerabilities, and cadets broke 
into small groups to explore the villages that 
most aligned with their interests. 

T h e  v i l l a g e s  p r o v i d e d  h a n d s - o n 
oppor tuni t ies  to  enhance  the  cadet ’s 
knowledge in password hacking, packet 
a n a l y s i s ,  r a d i o  f r e q u e n c y  h a c k i n g , 
cryptography, hardware hacking and vehicle 
hacking.

“The  Aerospace  Vi l lage  provided 
some awareness on the cybersecuri ty 
challenges that we are facing in aviation 
and space ops,”  Class  of  2023 Cadet 
Huram-Abi Nzia Yotchoum said. “They 
gave demonstrations on satellite hacking, 
p resen ted  vu lne rab i l i t i e s  in  modern 
unmanned aerial vehicles, and provided 
solutions for secure aircraft technologies 
under DARPA’s High Assurance Cyber 
Military Systems (HACMS) Program.”

Additionally, several competitions were 

hosted at DEFCON 29 and Class of 2022 
Cadet Nolan Pearce competed in a virtual 
capture-the-flag event hosted by The Radio 
Frequency Hacker Sanctuary.

The event  involved dig i ta l  s ignal 
processing, quick thinking and GNURadio 
(a Software Defined Radio). For further 
information, Pearce posted how he solved 
this challenge on his personal webpage 
at https://www.n2wu.com/2021-08-08-
gnuradio-and-defcon-29-rfhs-ctf/.

In addition to technical education, 
DEFCON 29 also inspired many discussions 
on cybersecurity and ethics. One village, in 
particular, the Voting Village, showcased 
vulnerabilities in the voting machines used 
across our nation and challenged visitors 
with questions about how we can best protect 
our democracy and conduct our elections 
safely.

This village is hosted by Harri Hursti, an 
acclaimed Finnish computer programmer, 
who is well-known for two documentaries 
h igh l igh t ing  h i s  r esea rch ,  “Hack ing 
Democracy” and “Kill Chain: The Cyber 
War on America’s Elections.”

To truly appreciate the technical and 
political challenges that our democracy 
faces in the modern, digital world, these 
documentaries are a must-watch.

The unique and educational experiences 
that the cadets and faculty had during these 
conferences were made possible by the 
incredible graduates and friends through the 
Association of Graduates.

Cadets pose in front of Lockheed Martin’s “Blackbox” during the Blackhat 
Conference. From left to right, Class of 2022 Cadet Nicholas Schultz, Class of 
2023 Cadet Kelsie Edie, Class of 2023 Cadet Dhyuti Gopalakrishna and Class 
of 2023 Cadet Alexander Strawley.         Photo by Class of 2023 Cadet Kelsie Edie

Cadets pose in front of a car inside the “Vehicle Hacking Village.” From left to right, Class of 2023 Cadet Alexander 
Strawley, Class of 2023 Cadet Edward Tang, Class of 2024 Cadet Lilian Richards, Class of 2023 Cadet Dhyuti 
Gopalakrishna, Class of 2023 Cadet  Kelsie Edie, Class of 2023 Cadet Huram-Abi Nzia Yotchoum, Class of 2022 Cadet 
Nolan Pearce and Class of 2024 Cadet Lillian Baker.                Photo by Class of 2023 Cadet Kelsie Edie
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 POINT
IN FOCUS: CLASS OF 2025 ACCEPTANCE DAY

Class of 2025 cadets receive praise, cheer during Acceptance Day Parade
Story by Jorge Garcia
PV Staff  Writer

After six weeks of developing military skills during 
Cadet Basic Training, the Class of 2025 cadets were offi  cially 
accepted into the Corps of Cadets during the Acceptance Day 
Parade at the U.S. Military Academy Saturday.

The plebes (freshman) rehearsed parade formations and 
marching in cadence throughout the week leading up to the 
memorable ceremony.

Additionally, after waiting nearly two years for COVID-19 
restrictions to be lifted, family and friends were fi nally able 
to attend the event.

As the West Point Band played music, the new plebes 
progressed triumpantly onto The Plain dressed in their white 
over gray uniform. The cadets neatly fi led into their companies 
and stood in formation awaiting their next order.

Soon after, the cadets marched in formation past the 
reviewing party during the pass in review as proud parents 
shouted praises to their plebes as they were accepted into the 
Corps.

“There’s an immense amount of pride becoming a part 
of the Corps Cadets now and being offi  cially recognized as a 
member of the class instead of a new cadet,” Class of 2025 
Cadet Jamie Adams said. “It’s wonderful to see the people 
around you and be surrounded by the people who we were 
with for the past six weeks, struggling through hardships. To 
march and take pride in our uniforms is something I’ll always 
remember. I was almost brought to tears when the Alma Mater 

Commandant of the Corps of Cadets, Brig. Gen. Mark Quander (below), and the Corps of Cadets welcome the Class of 2025 to the ranks during the Acceptance Day Parade 
at West Point Saturday.                                    U.S. A��� P����	 
� C��		 � 2022 C���� E�������� W���, C��		 � 2023 C���� H����� L��
, C��		 � 2023 T���� W������	 ��� J���� G�����/PV

The U.S. Military Academy Corps of Cadets conduct the Acceptance Day Parade to formally welcome the 
Class of 2025 into the Corps. This marks the transition of the Class of 2025 from new cadets to 4th Class 
cadets, also known as plebes.                U.S. A��� P���� 
� C��		 � 2024 S������ L��������

played because it has taken on so much meaning for me and 
the rest of the Class of 2025.”

Class of 2025 Cadet Maya Amersi said she was thrilled 
to reach this milestone. Her hard work and determination 
paid off  during Cadet Basic Training and she is relieved that 
she will no longer be referred to as a new cadet. Now that 
she conquered Beast, she is ready to see what challenges the 
academic year will bring. 

“It feels really good because we’ve been treated diff erently 
this whole time during Beast and now we’re fi nally accepted 
into the Corps and we’re allowed to walk alone now, and donʼt 
have to be escorted everywhere so I feel some independence 
with that, too,” Amersi said. “I’m really excited to go meet my 
family who are waiting for me right now, but I’m just really 
glad they can make it here because with COVID-19, things 
seemed a little uncertain, so I’m happy they’re here.”

While some cadets were overly thrilled to receive the title 
of plebe, others did not feel the impact of the occasion yet. 

“I feel like it didn’t really hit me that hard. It just feels like 
another day,” Class of 2025 Cadet Kaylee Hahn said. “The 
feeling may change as I get into my academic year because 
right now I have Cadet Basic Training as my only reference to 
West Point and haven’t gained enough experience yet. I can’t 
let myself get complacent. There is still so much left to do.” 

Following the parade, family and friends embraced the 
cadets. Some cadets left the base with their families, while 
others spent the remainder of the day on West Point grounds 
taking in the historical sights and enjoying hearty barbecue 
meals.
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“MWR,” cont’d from Page 11

Keller Corner: Weekly updates, COVID-19 info

KKeller CCorner
For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus 
information, Keller Army Community Hospital 
notifications, how to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
federal/state/local guidance and the U.S. Military 
Academy and Army Garrison West Point 
webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.mil/
West-Point-COVID-19-INFO/.

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic at KACH on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays
Keller Army Community Hospital has established a COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic on the main/

first floor in Keller Army Community Hospital, Room 1C20 — between the Pharmacy and the 
entrance into the Allgood Clinic.

Appointments can be scheduled using the COVID Vaccine Online Appointment Tool (COVAX) 
at https://informatics-stage.health.mil/COVAX/.  

Appointments — for the (Pfizer) first or second dose — are ongoing and the appointment 
availability will be:

• Every Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.;

• Every Wednesday — 1-4 p.m.;
• Every Friday — 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Vaccination appointments are available to all eligible Department of Defense beneficiaries 

ages 12 and older. 
As a reminder:
• Face coverings must be worn at all times on West Point;
• Vaccine recipients must present a Uniformed Services ID card or their DOD Beneficiary ID 

card at their vaccine appointment;
• The second dose should be scheduled at least 21 days after the first.
We thank you for your patience as we do our best to vaccinate the Greater West Point community 

and all of our DoD-eligible beneficiaries.

 POINTIN FOCUS: KELLER CORNER UPDATES

West Point Community Noontime Ultimate Frisbee Fall League
The West Point Community Noontime Ultimate Frisbee Fall League plays at 12:15-1 p.m. 

Monday through Friday through Nov. 1 at Daly Field and the River Courts. 
It is open to all active duty personnel, DOD ID cardholders and West Point community family 

members. 
To sign-up, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066. For more details, visit westpoint.

armymwr.com.

(NEW) FAP Presents Wee-Play & Wee-Read Programs 
Wee-Play is an open play group designed for your little one to learn, play, make new friends 

and develop their social, cognitive and motor skills. Wee-Play takes place from 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
and 10-11 a.m. Tuesdays.

Wee-Read is a fun-filled story time including activities that promote speech development and 
learning. In August and September, Wee-Read takes place from 9-10 a.m. Tuesdays. The programs 
take place at the Youth Center Gym in Building 500. 

It is open to all active duty personnel and DOD civilians with children ages 4 and under. 
Registration is required. To register, call 845-938-0633. For more details, visit westpoint.

armymwr.com. 

(NEW) West Point Community Pickleball Open Play
MWR is offering Pickleball open play from Sept. 1 through Nov. 3 at noon-1 p.m. Wednesdays 

and 5-7 p.m. Sundays at the Clinton Tennis Courts. 
It is open to all active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point family 

members. To sign-up or for more details, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

(NEW) West Point Community Flag Football Tuesday Evening League
A West Point community 7-on-7 passing only Flag Football league will run from Sept. 7 through 

Nov. 9 from 7-9:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 
It is open to all active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point family 

members. To sign-up or for more details, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

(NEW) Utah (non-resident) Concealed Permit Course Sept. 26 
A concealed permit course is a non-live fire class that will be held from 1-5:30 p.m. Sept. 26 

at the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion located at 628 Hodges Place. No firearms or permits are needed. 
This permit allows non-residents to carry a concealed handgun in 35 states (unfortunately, 

New York does not recognize the Utah permit). This is the ideal permit to have if you travel to 
different states.  

This class includes your passport style photo, fingerprints, application, mailing envelope and 
address labels. All you have to do is send it off in the mail. There is a nominal fee for this class. 

Bring a blank check to this class when attending. For more detals, visit westpoint.armymwr.
com or call 845-938-1700.

(NEW) Army Community Service Virtual Resume Workshop Sept. 1 
An ACS virtual resume workshop will be held from 9 a.m.-noon Sept. 1. Registration is 

mandatory to reserve a link. 
It is open to transitioning service members and spouses. To register, call 845-938-5654.

(NEW) Yoga at Trophy Point 
The next Trophy Point Yoga class will be held from 9-10 a.m. Saturday. Pre-registration is 

online via westpoint.armymwr.com. Class is limited to 20 participants. Weather permitting. 
Bring your own yoga mat. Social distancing will be enforced. 
There is a nominal fee for this event. For more details, call 845-938-6490.

NYBC to hold blood drive at West Point
By Robert Lanier
Keller Army Community Hospital 
Public Affairs Officer

The New York Blood Center (NYBC), 
with support from Keller Army Community 
Hospital, is hosting the West Point Blood 
Drive from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Aug.26 
at Eisenhower Hall Ballroom.

There is an urgent call for healthy donors 
as the blood supply drops to dangerously 
low levels. All donations will assist greatly 
in replenishing the ongoing blood inventory 
for all types of blood. 

Is it safe to give blood during the  
COVID-19 pandemic?

It is safe to donate blood, and healthy 
individuals are encouraged to donate so that 
blood is available for those patients who 
need it. Blood will only be collected from 
individuals who are healthy and feeling well 
at the time of donation. 

Donors who arrive:
• Must wear a mask or face covering;
• Will have their temperature taken;
• Must be 14 days symptom free if 

recovered from COVID-19;
• May not donate if they have a positive 

diagnostic test or experienced symptoms of 
COVID-19 in the last 14 days;

• May not donate if they are currently on 
self-quarantine restrictions.

To schedule a donation online, scan the 
QR code or go to https://donate.nybc.org/
donor/umc/view/west_point_blood_drive. 

The New York Blood Center — one 
of the largest  community-based, non-
profit blood collection and distribution 
organizations in the United States — is proud 
to be the exclusive supplier of blood and 
blood products to Keller Army Community 
Hospital, providing nearly 1,200 products 
each year. 

In addition, NYBC also provides blood 
and blood products to Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center and National Naval 
Medical Center as needed.

The blood drive is open to all service 
members, their family members, cadets, 
Department of Defense or federal civilians 
and retirees, as well as the general public. 
Visit http://nybloodcenter.org/donate-
blood/become-donor/can-i-donate-blood/ 
to learn if you are eligible to donate.   

The New York Blood Center, with 
support from Keller Army Community 
Hospital, is hosting the West Point 
Blood Drive from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Monday-Aug. 26 at Eisenhower Hall 
Ballroom. To schedule a donation 
online, scan the QR code (right) or go 
to https://donate.nybc.org/donor/umc/
view/west_point_blood_drive.   Graphic 
provided by Keller Army Community Hospital
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MWR events/off erings

MWR ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stand Up Paddeboard (SUP) Yoga at Round Pond

Join MWR Outdoor Recreation for its summer Stand Up Paddleboard (SUP) Yoga classes 
held at Round Pond. Classes will be held on Saturdays. The dates for SUP are from 10-11:30 a.m. 
Saturday and Aug. 28. There is a nominal fee for these classes. 

To register, visit westpoint.armymwr.com. For more details, call the Outdoor Recreation 
Equipment Center at 845-938-0123. 

Long Pond swimming is open daily 
Daily tickets go on sale 48 hours in advance of the current day. Long Pond is open from 11 

a.m.-6 p.m. daily to all DOD ID cardholders and Town of Highlands residents only. 
Admission is guaranteed if tickets are purchased online at westpoint.armymwr.com. 
For more details on recreational swimming, call the MWR Fitness Center at 845-938-6490.

(NEW) Long Pond season hours of operation update
Long Pond will be closed Aug. 24-26 and Aug. 30-Sept. 2. It will be open Aug. 27-29 and 

Sept. 3-6. Sept. 6 will be the last day of the season.

New mid-week dates are now available at Bull Pond 
Enjoy a three-night stay with two fully furnished houses and a private beach at Bull Pond 

during the mid-week for a nominal price. Check-in is 2 p.m. on Mondays, check-out is 10 a.m. on 
Thursdays. Mid-week dates are ongoing until Oct. 11. Open to DOD cardholders only. 

Call Round Pond 845-938-2503. This will be on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Payment is 
due upon reservation.

Child and Youth Services fall sports programs 
Child and Youth Services fall sports programs registration is ongoing for military, DOD civilians 

and other eligible patrons at the Youth Center at 500 Washington Road. 
The season will run from Aug. 30 through Oct. 28. The following sports will be off ered: 
• Soccer: Mondays and Wednesdays, 5-6 p.m., at Dragon Park for Division C and H-Lot for 

all others;
• Soccer: Start Smart (age 3) Monday only, Just 4 U (age 4) Wednesdays only;
• Soccer: Division A (ages 5-6), Division B (ages 7-8), Division C (ages 9-11);
• Flag Football: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5-6 p.m., H-Lot; (ages 7-8 and 9-11);
• Running Club: Tuesdays and Thursdays, Dragon Park, ages 7-12, 4-5 p.m. and seventh and 

eighth grades, 3-5 p.m.
Please note that there will be no transportation to Dragon Park.
For more details, call 845-938-3206.

CYS Summer Camp Volunteers needed 
Child and Youth Services Summer Camp volunteers is open to youth 14 and older who 

are looking for a summer community service opportunity. 
CYS is looking for responsible, trustworthy youth to help out with the School Age Summer 

FEATURED EVENT

Camp Program. Applications can be picked up at the Youth Center located at 500 Washington 
Road. 

Applicants will go through a background investigation, be interviewed and references will 
be checked. For more details, call 845-938-8889/3727.

West Point Golf Course Weekly Specials now through October
The West Point Golf Course is off ering weekly specials from now through October. The off ers 

include $10 off  regular greens fee or $5 off  Twilight golfi ng on the fi rst Tuesday of each month. It 
is open only to active duty military and their dependents starting at 3 p.m. only. 

There will be $5 off  regular greens fee or $3 off  Twilight golfi ng on the fi rst Thursday of each 
month. It is open only to active duty military and their dependents, veterans, retirees, National 
Guard and Reserve Soldiers starting at 3 p.m. only. 

There is also a free hot dog off ered the last Friday of each month. It is open only to active duty 
military and their dependents, veterans, retirees, National Guard and Reserve Soldiers with the 
purchase a full round of regular golf. Twilight golf not included with this off er.  

These above specials cannot be combined with any other off ers and proper ID is required.
For more details, call 845-938-2435 or visit www.golfatwestpoint.com. 

Tronsrue Marksmanship Center Women’s Workshop
A womenʼs workshop will be held from 1-5 p.m. Sunday at the Tronsrue Marksmanship 

Center. Learn fi rearm safety and the fundamentals of shooting. Gain confi dence needed to safely 
operate a fi rearm. 

This workshop is available to women only and no experience or equipment is necessary to 
participate. There is a nominal fee for this course. To register, visit or call the center at 845-938-
1700 or online at westpoint.armymwr.com.

Spirt Luncheons are back at the West Point Club
The Army West Point football spirit luncheons are back and held in the West Point Club Grand 

Ballroom. The doors open at 11 a.m. and the luncheons begin at noon. 
Tickets are on sale for a nominal fee and can be purchased at the WPC Administration Offi  ce 

from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. Purchase tickets in advance and save on day of luncheon 
pricing. 

Each luncheon is a pep rally for that week’s game. Luncheon dates are as follows: Sept. 7—
Western Kentucky, Sept. 16—University of Connecticut, Sept. 21—Miami University (Ohio), 
Oct. 19—Wake Forest University, Nov. 1—Air Force, Nov. 10—Bucknell University, Nov. 18 
—University of Massachusetts, Dec. 7—Navy. 

To make reservations, call 845-938-5120. For more details, visit thewestpointclub.com.

Army Ten-Miler MWR Team
Attention all active duty personnel — mark your calendars and sign-up today for the 37th 

annual Army Ten-Miler MWR Team and represent West Point. This event will take place on Oct. 
10 in Washington D.C. To try out for a spot on the team, call MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-
3066 or email byron.critchfi eld@westpoint.edu.

Class of 2022 Ring Run Aug. 28
The Class of 2022 Ring run event will take place on Aug. 28 with a race start at 8 a.m. at the 

MWR Fitness Center. 
Pre-registration runs through Monday at the fi tness center. If you pre-register, you will receive 

a savings on the day of registration price. 
Registration includes a free T-shirt. For more details, call 845-938-6490 or visit westpoint.

armymwr.com.

CYS Ultimate Frisbee begins Sept. 8 
The Child and Youth Services Sports and Instructional Programs Ultimate Frisbee program 

will run from 7-9 p.m. Sept. 8 through Oct. 29. It is one practice, one game each week. 
The days of the week will be determined by the coaches and fi eld availability. Games and 

practices will be held at H-Lot, behind the Shoppette. It is open to sixth through 12th graders. 
There is a nominal fee for this program. For more details, call 845-938-3208 or visit 

westpointcys.com.

CYS Coaches Needed for Youth Sports and Instructional Programs 
CYS coaches are needed for recreation soccer, fl ag football, running club and volleyball. The 

season will run from Aug. 30 through Oct. 28.  
Requirements include background checks, which must be cleared on all coaches prior to the 

season. Coaches must attend the coaches meeting to review the rules and coaching policies. 
Coaches must become certifi ed through the National Alliance for Youth Sports (NAYS). Coaches 

children get to play for free. Contact the Youth Sports Offi  ce at 845-938-3208.

ODR 50 Years Celebration Summer Adventure 2021
Come celebrate 50 years of MWR’s Outdoor Recreation with #ARMYODR50 Instagram 

Sweepstakes. This program runs through Sept. 7. Visit your local Outdoor Recreation (ODR) 
facility to register and pick up the ODR50 promo item. 

In order to be eligible for the sweepstakes drawing, participants must follow “@armyodr” 
and “@familymwr” Instagram accounts. Post to your Instagram a photo of yourself doing an 
outdoor activity (examples: rock climbing, fi shing, biking, etc.) 

The photo must include the ODR50 promo item. Tag @armyodr and #armyodr50 for a 
chance to win. More entries increase your chance of winning great prizes. 

Visit ArmyMWR.com/ODR50 for sweepstakes rules and more information. Stay tuned 
to MWR’s website westpoint.armymwr.com for local ODR50 events at West Point. For 
additional details, call 845-938-6497.

See MWR, PAGE 10
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Tenth annual Storm King Run
The 10th annual Storm King Run is a 10K, 5K 

and One-Mile Kids Fun Run along the historic 
Hudson River on Aug. 29. The start and finish 
is near West Pointʼs Washington Gate on New 
Yorkʼs Route 218.

Event schedule includes:
7:30 a.m.—Packet pick-up and on-site 

registration opens;
9 a.m.—One-Mile Kids Fun Run start; 
9:15 a.m.—10K/5K start.
There are awards for the top three finishers 

in each age/gender category. Food and drinks are 
provided. Tech T-shirts are provided. 

Proceeds benefit the Scholarship Fund of the 
West Point-Highland Falls Rotary Club.

For details and to register, visit rotary-wphf.
org or call 831-236-6663.

M i l i t a r y 
P e r s o n n e l 
D i v i s i o n 
closure

The Military 
P e r s o n n e l 
Division is closed 
for training from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. today, Sept. 2 and 16, and Oct. 7. 
ID Card Services will remain open.

PWOC returns
Protestant Women of the Chapel is returning 

to Tuesday mornings this fall. Come join 
the women of West Point for fellowship, 
encouragement and diving into God’s word 
together.

PWOC will be meeting Tuesday mornings 
from 9-11:30 a.m. at the Post Chapel, Building 
692 Biddle Loop. There will also be a Thursday 
night group from 7-9 p.m. and a virtual option 
at 9 a.m. Fridays. 

For updated information, follow the Facebook 
page or email wp.pwoc@gmail.com to be added 
to the email list. 

A Sneak Peek will take place Aug. 31 at 
Boundless Park and the kickoff is Sept. 7. 
Childcare will be provided for children ages 6 
months through 5 years old starting Sept. 7.

(NEW) Changes to New York State 
Security Deposit rules

Attention to West Point Soldiers and families 
who rent or will rent residential housing within 
New York State. Recently, there have been 
significant changes to the rental process.  

For both non-rent protected and rent protected 
residential properties, landlords can no longer 
require tenants to provide first and last month’s 
rent as well as a security deposit when entering 
into a lease. 

The maximum a landlord can require from a 
prospective tenant is the first month’s rent and a 
security deposit or an advance payment. 

The security deposit or advance payment can 
be no larger than the first month’s rent. 

Service members who have questions about 
their statutory rights as a prospective tenant can 
contact Legal Assistance at 845-938-4541 for 
assistance.            

West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market
The West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market runs every Sunday until Oct. 31. The market is open from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and it’s 

located at the municipal lot across from Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Highland Falls.
The farmers market offers a variety of things to include produce, homemade crafts, coffee, good music and much more.
For more details, visit https://www.wptohmarket.com/.
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Wilkins promoted to associate head coach
By Army Athletic Communications

Army West Point Menʼs Head Basketball Coach Jimmy 
Allen announced the promotion of longtime assistant Ben 
Wilkins to associate head coach on Friday. Wilkins, who is 
entering his sixth year at Army West Point, was one of Allenʼs 
first hires ahead of his inaugural season at the helm in 2016-17.

“Ben has been as responsible for the success of our 
program and the culture we have as anyone,” Allen said. “He 
is a terrific teacher of the game and a tremendous role model 
for our cadet-athletes. He has done a great job recruiting as 
well as being our defensive coordinator. I am very happy we 
are able to reward him with a promotion to associate head 
coach. Ben is going to be an awesome head coach very soon.”

Since becoming a Black Knight, Wilkins has played an 
integral role in a staff that has compiled the most wins in their 
first four years at Army since Mike Krzyzewski. 

He has helped the menʼs basketball program compile 
winning records over service academy rivals, Navy and Air 
Force. During his time on the staff, the Black Knights have 
recorded a 6-4 mark against the Midshipmen, giving the Class 
of 2020 the most wins versus Navy in program history. Army 
has also taken three of the four matchups opposite Air Force 

since Wilkins joined the program.
“I am honored to work with exceptional student-athletes 

and incredible young men at such an elite institution,” Wilkins 
said. “I take great pride in doing my part in the West Point 
mission of developing leaders of character. It is humbling 
for me to be recognized in such a way by Coach Allen and 
Mike Buddie. I appreciate the opportunity to further serve our 
student-athletes. My family and I are excited to remain a part 
of the West Point community. I am excited about the future 
of the Army West Point basketball program.”

In his role as defensive coordinator, Wilkins most recently 
over saw a defense in 2020-21 that held opponents to the 
lowest points per game (69.5) since the 2012-13 season (68.1). 

According to Kenpom.com, Army was first in the Patriot 
League in adjusted defensive efficiency during the 2018-19 
season and finished second this past season. Additionally, 
he helped develop Josh Caldwellʼs prowess in the backcourt 
that landed him Patriot League Defensive Player of the Year 
honors. 

The first Army honoree since 2009, Caldwell led the 
conference with 41 steals en route to landing a spot on the 
All-Defensive Team. 

Wilkinsʼ recent efforts have also been highlighted by the 

teamʼs 25 Patriot League wins over the past three seasons, 
the most in program history. Army is one of three teams in 
the Patriot League to finish fifth-or-higher in each of the past 
three years, joined by Colgate and American, and has achieved 
back-to-back top-four finishes in the league standings. 

The 2020-21 team earned three quad one wins (Colgate, 
Buffalo and Navy) and additionally defeated La Salle for the 
first victory over an A10 program since 1978.

Before coming to Army, Wilkins made stops at Mount St. 
Maryʼs, William & Mary and Barton College. He helped to 
recruit the winningest class in each respective school's history. 
The 2017 Mount St. Maryʼs graduating class was the first to go 
to two NCAA Tournaments and had the second-most victories 
in program history. 

The 2016 William & Mary class, as signed by Wilkins, 
graduated with the most wins in program history. Additionally, 
Wilkinsʼ final recruiting class at Barton completed their 
careers with a 68-12 league record to go along with three 
regular season titles, as many tournament championships, 
an Elite Eight appearance (2006) and a national title (2007).

Wilkins is a 2001 North Carolina State graduate and served 
as an undergraduate manager with the Wolfpack. He and his 
wife Lisa have a daughter, Brooke, and a son, Parker.

Army West Point Menʼs Head Basketball Coach Jimmy Allen announced the promotion of longtime assistant Ben Wilkins to associate head coach on 
Friday. Wilkins, who is entering his sixth year at Army West Point, was one of Allenʼs first hires ahead of his inaugural season at the helm in 2016-17.  
                Photo provided by Army Athletic Communications
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Army football camp closes with scrimmage
Junior quarterback Maurice Bellan celebrates with sophomore tight end Brandon Jones after they hooked up for a touchdown as Army West Point football 
fi nished its fall camp with a scrimmage Saturday at Michie Stadium.                                      Photo provided by Army Athletic Communications

Go to www.arMYGaMedaY.CoM/SinGle-GaMe-tiCKetS to PUrCHaSe GaMe tiCKetS.

SINGLE GAME TICKETS FOR ARMY WEST POINT FOOTBALL ARE NOW AVAILABLE. 
tHe arMY weSt Point footBall teaM iS SCHedUled to PlaY tHree HoMe GaMeS in SePteMBer. tHe BlaCK KniGHtS PlaY weStern KentUCKY (SePt. 11), ConneCtiCUt (SePt. 18) and MiaMi (oHio) (SePt. 25).

By Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point football team closed 
out its fall camp on Saturday with its first 
scrimmage of the season at Michie Stadium. 

Head coach Jeff  Monken, along with juniors 
quarterback Maurice Bellan, running back 
Braheam Murphy and defensive back Marquel 
Broughton spoke after the scrimmage. 

Scrimmage notes
• Following its pregame routine, Army 

started off  with 7-versus-7 drills as well as one-

on-one linemen drills.
• Junior quarterback Tyhier Tyler took the 

fi rst snaps on the opening drive, which fi nished 
with a rushing touchdown by sophomore 
running back Tyson Riley after a long run from 
sophomore running back Anthony Adkins. 

• Junior quarterback Jemel Jones took snaps 
on the second drive for the off ense.

• Another long rush from Adkins started it 
off  and he later scored on a rush.

• Bellan was under center on the third drive 
and found sophomore tight end Brandon Jones 
for a touchdown, the fi rst non-rushing score of 

the day.
• Freshman quarterback Simeon Evans 

took snaps on the fourth drive, the fi rst rookie 
quarterback to see action. 

• Evans connected with freshman running 
back Bishop Johnson down the sideline for a 
touchdown. 

• Senior quarterback Jabari Laws took snaps 
to start the fi rst teamʼs second round of action.

• Laws spotted junior running back Braheam 
Murphy through the air and the slot back found 
the end zone for another score for the off ense. 

• Senior quarterback Christian Anderson 

took snaps on the sixth drive and then handed 
ball over to sophomore quarterback Cade 
Ballard in a two-minute drill situation.

• Senior wide receiver Sean Eckert reeled in 
a nice grab on fourth down to extend the drive 
during the two-minute.

• Freshman wide receiver Logan Burks 
hauled in the fi nal touchdown of the afternoon 
with a nice grab in the back of the end zone. 

The Black Knights fi nished camp Saturday, 
but are continuing to get ready for the season 
opener on Sept. 4 at Georgia State and then will 
be home against Western Kentucky on Sept. 11. 


