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The U.S. Military Academy at West Point held its graduation ceremony for the 
Class of 2021 Saturday at Michie Stadium. This year, 996 members of the class 
graduated. The commencement speaker was Secretary of Defense retired 
Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III. (Above) The class takes part in the traditional hat toss 
following the order of dismissal by First Captain Reilly McGinnis. (Right) Two 
new second lieutenants from the USMA Class of 2021 emotionally embrace 
after the hat toss.                            Photos by Eric S. Bartelt/PV 
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Cadets awarded for their hard work, success

The Commandant of the U.S. Corps of Cadets Brig. Gen. Curtis A. Buzzard 
(left) presents the National Organization of American Legion Auxiliary award to 
Class of 2021 Cadet Evan Walker (right) during the 2021 Awards Convocation 
and Superintendent’s Awards for Excellence, Achievement and Distinguished 
Cadet Awards Ceremony for their notable accomplishments during their four-
year tenure at the U.S. Military Academy May 20 at Eisenhower Hall.         

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
L t .  Gen .  Dar ry l 
A. Williams (left) 
p r e s e n t s  C l a s s 
o f  2 0 2 1  J u s t i n 
Gittemeier with one 
of his multiple silver 
trays he earned 
and this one was 
for  the  h ighest 
c lass  s tanding. 
Gittemeier, among 
rece iv ing  o ther 
awards, also earned 
t h e  B r i g .  G e n . 
Gerald A. Counts 
Memorial award for 
the highest rating in 
physics.

Story and photos by Jorge Garcia 
PV Staff  Writer 

A new chapter of triumphs were added as 
distinguished guests, staff  and faculty gathered 
at Eisenhower Hall Theatre May 20 to celebrate 
members of the graduating Class of 2021 during 
the Awards Convocation and Superintendent’s 
Awards for Excellence, Achievement and 
Distinguished Cadet Awards Ceremony for their 
notable accomplishments during their four-year 
tenure at the U.S. Military Academy.  

The awards highlighted the excellence 
performed by cadets from every aspect of their 
developmental experience. Whether through 
academics, athletics, military training or learning 
to lead through character, the awarded cadets 
displayed attributes throughout their four-year 
journey that garnered recognition during this 
momentous event. 

Traditionally, the stage would be fi lled with 
generous donors from West Point’s graduated 
alumni who would present these awards to 
the cadets. However, Superintendent Lt. Gen. 
Darryl A. Williams, along with the official 
party, presented the awards on their behalf due 
to COVID-19 restrictions.  

For decades, distinguished award donors 
have supported this awards program to 
continue the tradition of venerating the cadet’s 
commitment to excellence. 

“We are all extremely grateful to the 
(distinguished donors) for your generosity which 
has had a tremendous impact on this academy 
and the U.S. Army,” Williams said. “Even though 
you are not here physically, we are honored to 
have you here with us virtually and we know 

you’re here with us in spirit.” 
Additionally, Williams underscored the 

rigorous 47 months the cadets went through 
leading up to graduation. During their four years 
and amidst a pandemic, the cadets were educated 
and trained on West Point’s values of ‘Duty, 
Honor, Country’ and the importance of what it 
means to cultivate Soldiers in the U.S. Army as 
leaders of character.  

“The cadet’s experience will come to an end 
in less than 48 hours from now as they graduate 
and assume the mantle of leadership in the U.S. 
Army as new commissioned offi  cers where they 
will build cohesive teams that will fi ght and win 
in the crucible of ground combat,” Williams said. 
“These cadets will be expected to live honorably 
and lead honorably and demonstrate excellence 
in all they do.” 

Throughout the ceremony, 241 out of 
996 cadets earned awards with 58 receiving 
Distinguished Donor awards for their 
accomplishments in the classroom, in the 
military program and on the playing fi elds of 
friendly strife.  

This year, Class of 2021 Cadet Justin 
Gittemeier earned multiple silver trays, among 
other awards, including one for the cadet with 
the highest class standing. Gittemeier also earned 
the Brig. Gen. Gerald A. Counts Memorial award 
for the highest rating in physics.   

Class of 2021 Cadet Reilly McGinnis 
received recognition as a double winner of the 
night, winning the Olmstead Foundation Award 
and the Pershing Sword Award for the second  
highest overall class standing. 

“This ceremony refl ects all the hard work 
and eff ort we cadets have performed during our 

four years at the academy,” McGinnis said. “My 
journey here taught me so many life lessons. It 
taught me the importance and value of people 
and what it truly means to be a leader. From my 
experience, the most vital thing a cadet can take 
away from West Point is the value of teamwork 
and lifelong friendships. My friends and family 
at the academy led me to this moment.” 

Following this, the remaining awardees 
received the Superintendent’s Award for 
Excellence and Achievement, and the 
Distinguished Cadets award.  

The Superintendent’s Award for Excellence 
is given to cadets who perform at the highest 
level in the realm of military knowledge, 
academics and physical ability. It is awarded 
annually based on the cadet award score, which 
is a combination of the three-program scores 
with equal emphasis applied to each category. 
There are two levels of recognition: excellence 
and achievement. 

The top 5% of each class earns the award 
of excellence, which is a gold star encircled 
by a wreath. The Superintendent’s Award for 
Achievement is awarded annually to the top 

15% of each class. The award is a gold wreath. 
The Distinguish Cadet Award reflects the  
achievement of term quality point average of 
3.67 or higher for the past year, or cumulatively, 
for the past four years. The award is a gold star.   

“It’s just awesome to see all of our hard 
eff orts pay off  in the end. We spent four years 
rising to this moment and now we’re that much 
closer to Graduation Day,” Class of 2021 
Cadet Tully Boylan said after receiving the 
Distinguished Cadet Award.  

The event culminated with cadets embracing 
and celebrating each other’s accomplishments 
as applause echoed throughout the auditorium. 

“Class of 2021 cadets you have truly led the 
way during your time here and inspired those 
who will follow in your footsteps. However, 
as you leave here do not rest on your laurels,” 
Williams said. “Remember that excellence, 
like learning, is not an end state but a continual 
pursuit and to paraphrase the great coach, 
(Michael Krzyzewski), ‘when we pursue 
excellence, success just naturally follows.’ 
Again, congratulations to our awardees. Go 
Army, Beat Navy!” 
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Boylan lineage of service continues, graduate follows in father’s footsteps
Story and photos by Jorge Garcia 
PV Staff Writer 

Following the U.S. Military Academy Class 
of 2021 Graduation Ceremony Saturday, friends 
and family convened at the Boylan household 
at West Point to continue the right of passage 
into officership for USMA Class of 2021 Cadet 
Tully Boylan as he readied himself to don the 
bars of a second lieutenant on the shoulders 
of his uniform as family members have done 
before him. 

“This is going to seem weird at first, but you 
just have to bear with me,” Col. Gregory Boylan, 
the executive officer to the Superintendent, said 
to the family and friends who sat before him as 
he readied his speech. 

“All right, everybody, close your eyes. I’m 
going to talk and I’ll tell you when to open 
them,” Gregory asked. 

Everyone closed their eyes with curious 
smiles on their faces. Then, Gregory began. 

“West Point played a crucial role in keeping 
the new United States from falling to the 
British. For the area became known for its 
famed military academy. West Point is located 
on a plateau, on the west bank of the Hudson 
River, approximately 60 miles north of New 
York City,” Gregory said. “It is 1781. George 
Washington has called the fortified site quote 
‘the most important post in America,’ and he 
worked to keep patriot control of West Point 
throughout the Revolutionary War.” 

Gregory added how George Washington 
understood the strategic importance West Point 
had and knew that safeguarding the fortress 
would mean the difference between American 
liberty or British occupation. 

“Now, everyone open your eyes,” Gregory 
said. 

Everyone opened their eyes to the lush 
green mountains that hugged the shores of the 
Hudson River — taking in the picturesque site 
Washington observed over 200 years ago.   

This private moment between family and 
friends underscored the impact of Gregory’s 
message regarding the revolutionaries that 
fought valiantly under Washington’s command 

to hold West Point preventing British control of 
the area and dividing the colonies. 

Furthermore, this historic act by Washington 
set forth the history of family lineages that 
would grace the academy with their unyielding 
desire to serve and continue operating not only 
to secure the Hudson River but the nation as 
a whole. 

The many historical lineages that formed 
within the stone fortress contributed two-plus  
centuries worth of service to the preservation 
of the country, creating a multitude of traditions 
and memories. 

With that, etched in West Point’s stone walls 
is the spirit of unique memories that belong 
to the surnames “Costa” and “Boylan.” For 
those family names have created a legacy that 
left their collective mark of service engraved 
throughout the country’s history spanning 76 
years and counting. 

It began in 1949, when John J. Costa, 
Gregory’s uncle on his mother’s side, became 
the first in his family to commission out of West 
Point and served as the head of the Department 
of Foreign Languages, Gregory said. 

“Prior to attending West Point, Costa served 
as a navigator on a bomber during World War 
II,” Gregory explained. “When he retired in 
1989, he was the last World War II veteran on 
active duty.” 

Connecting the thread of service, retired 
Maj. Gen. Peter Boylan Jr. II, USMA Class of 
1961, recalled the year 1956 when he joined 
the U.S. Army. He had spent eight months in 
active service before he received a telegram 
from his congressman who had appointed him 
to West Point. 

“My physical performance was average. 
However, academically, I made the Dean’s list 
all four years while at the academy and one of 
the most important things I took away from 
that experience is there were people who were 
brighter than I, stronger than I, who had more 
virtue than I — character if you will, and I 
learned if I was going to succeed, I had to be as 
good as those cadets,” Boylan Jr. II said. “As I 
matured and after I left the academy, I knew I 
was not the best and brightest.” 

As the years passed during Boylan Jr. II’s 
tenure as an officer, the legacy thread extended 
to his oldest son Peter Boylan III, USMA Class 
of 1984; his daughter Anne Michele Bell, 
USMA Class of 1986; and Gregory Boylan, 
USMA Class of 1994, respectively.  

Bell’s experience at West Point presented 
many challenges. She started her tenure two 
years after the first 62 female cadets graduated 
out of the academy. Being a woman during 
the early stages of West Point’s male/female 
integration was challenging enough, but another 
obstacle presented itself that she initially, at the 
time, did not foresee. 

“During my yearling year, my dad moved 
up here as the Commandant for the Corps of 
Cadets,” Bell said.  

Despite walking on eggshells during her 
tenure, Bell’s experience at West Point taught 
her the importance of humility, destroying 
negative stereotypes of female service members 
and the overall importance of being a mentor 
and leader. And with her daughter, Class of 2023 
Cadet Mary Bell, following in her footsteps, 
those virtues now impact her more than ever 
before.  

“I think the thread is dad and mom. For me, 
they were the quintessential military couple and 
it permeated through everything the family did 
because dad’s success (and he’ll tell you this) is 
equally due to mom and what she did supporting 
the family,” Bell said. “Dad has this saying of 
putting your chips in a bucket. For example 
(metaphorically speaking), how well you do 
in your physical fitness test is determined by 
the chips you’ve put in this bucket. So, if you 
did not put enough chips in the pushup, situp 
or running bucket, you’re not going to perform 
well. That’s the thread father created for all of 
us and now it continues through our kids, so it’s 

almost a thread, if you will, of character that 
he’s established.” 

What Costa and Boylan Jr. II started during 
the post-World War II era became manifested 
76 years later when Tully stood in between 
Gregory Boylan and his mother Colleen as 
they pinned second lieutenant bars on his 
shoulders. Following this, he stood before his 
father and swore the oath of office as a newly 
commissioned officer in the U.S. Army. 

“I feel a lot of excitement and a sense 
of readiness. My experience at West Point 
cultivated me as a leader. I’ve gone through the 
four years of rigors and challenges and I feel 
like I’ve grown a lot as a person, as a leader of 
character and as a member of the military,” Tully 
said. “I feel like I’ve learned so much and now I 
want to get out there and give back to the people 
and serve. I’m ready to take that next step and 
do what my forefathers have done before me.” 

Tully is now a third-generation infantryman 
and will be a third-generation “Devil in Baggy 
Pants” in the 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment 
in the 82nd Airborne Division — a regiment that 
Gregory and Boylan Jr. III served in and which 
Tully’s grandfather commanded, Gregory said. 

“My whole life has been one of the concepts 
that I picked up as a cadet here of duty, honor 
country. And I couldn’t be more proud of the 
fact that my children and my grandchildren have 
grasped that and have endeavored to live their 
lives according to those three words,” Boylan 
Jr. II said. “Those three words have made a 
profound difference on my life. 

“It’s the way that I’ve acted out during 
combat and in other arenas throughout my 
military service and I’m just grateful that my 
children and grandchildren have absorbed that 
same concept and are willing to act it out. I’m 
truly fortunate,” he concluded. 

Class of 2021 Cadet and new 2nd Lt. Tully Boylan stands in the center of his 
parents, Col. Gregory Boylan (left), the executive officer to the Superintendent, 
and Colleen Boylan (right) as they pin second lieutenant bars on Tully’s 
shoulders following the 2021 graduation ceremony on Saturday at West Point. 
Tully commissioning into officership makes him a third generation West Pointer 
within the Boylan family lineage. He is also a third generation Infantryman, 
and will be a third generation “Devil in Baggy Pants” in the 504th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment in the 82nd Airborne Division — a regiment that Gregory and 
his brother, USMA Class of 1984 Peter Boylan Jr. III, served and one that Tully’s 
grandfather, retired Maj. Gen. Peter Boylan Jr. II, commanded.

Class of 2021 Cadet and new 2nd Lt. Tully Boylan salutes his grandfather retired 
Maj. Gen. and former Commandant of the Corps of Cadets Peter Boylan Jr. II 
after commissioning Saturday at West Point.
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From cadet to Army officer, a new journey awaits
Photos and story by Jorge Garcia 
PV Staff Writer 

It has been almost two years since West Point 
felt the beating echoes of cheering families. The 
ecstatic screams of this year’s crowd underscored 
the magnitude of the occasion as cadet families 
weren’t allowed at West Point during last year’s 
2020 Graduation Ceremony.  

The ovation was symbolic of the profound 
moment when families finally expressed the 
long-awaited jubilation of watching the U.S. 
Military Academy’s Class of 2021 cadets live on 
Saturday at Michie Stadium as they tossed their 
hats skyward and commissioned into officership.  

“The Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Darryl 
Williams, says he calls (the graduating class of 
2021) ‘warriors.’ I’m going to call you second 
lieutenants. Is that OK with you?” Secretary of 
Defense Honorable Lloyd Austin III, USMA 
Class of 1975, asked. “This is a big deal, 
guys. I want your Secretary of Defense to be 
the first to call you lieutenant. The next time I 
see your Commander in Chief (President Joe 
Biden), I will report to him the great news that 
reinforcements are on their way.”

The 47-month journey at West Point had 
finally culminated for the 996 members of the 
Class of 2021 as they tossed their hats in the 
air, representing what it means to become not 
only leaders of character but to serve the nation.  

“Class of 2021, congratulations. Over the 
past couple of weeks, as I’ve been reflecting on 
your time here, I realized how appropriate your 
class motto truly is, ‘Until the Battle is Won,’” 
Williams said. “That phrase; five simple words, 
capture and exemplify so much (of what your 
class represents): grit, tenacity, overcoming 
challenge and adversity and a never quit attitude. 
Your class has embodied those attributes over the 
past four years, but especially this past year as 
you led the Corps through the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”  

With the COVID-19 restrictions compelling 
cadets to remain in West Point and barring family 
from entry throughout the academic year, 2nd 
Lt. Tyler W. Copper often fell into deep self-

reflection and wondered if he was competent 
enough to lead the nation adequately when the 
opportunity presented itself.  

“It’s been four years of hard work, trials and 
tribulations, four years of challenging yourself, 
failing, wondering if you’re good enough and 
then rising up to the occasion and eventually 
coming out successful,” Cooper said. “Just 
to finally have everything come full circle is 
incredible, and I’m really appreciative of this 
moment.”

The four-year journey to reach this point 
was a humbling experience for 2nd Lt. Daniel 
Mazzie as he reflected to his family the obstacles 
he overcame to reach the end of his tenure at 
West Point. 

“I learned about myself at the academy. I 
learned a great deal about resilience and what 
it truly means to be mentally strong,” Mazzie 
said. “Apart from my supportive younger brother 
(who is currently attending as a plebe), I now 
have many brothers and sisters who I care for 
and have formed lifelong friendships with. Even 
though I’m overjoyed, it’s hard to watch as we 
part ways.”

This year’s graduating class represents 80% 
out of 1,239 cadets who entered West Point four 
years ago. Also, 350 cadets in this class have at 
least one parent or family member who served 
or is still serving in the Armed Services. 

For Col. Gregory Boylan, the executive 

officer to the Superintendent, ‘surreal’ and 
‘heartfelt’ were the best words to describe 
watching his son 2nd Lt. Tully Boylan branch 
infantry and graduate from West Point as he did 
27 years ago. 

“We have encouraged all of our children to 
pursue the paths of their choice, and we have 
watched with pride as each has done just that, 
and now my son, a third-generation West Pointer 
graduate today,” Boylan said. 

After the graduation ceremony, the new 
officers spread throughout the academy to 
officially be pinned their second lieutenant bars 
during pinning ceremonies. Traditionally, a 
valued mentor, family member who has served 
or is still serving is tasked with the honor of 
commissioning the cadet into officership. Boylan 
aptly awarded his son with the bars of a second 
lieutenant. 

“I feel a tremendous pride, of course — both 
in his decision to serve his country and in his 
choice of West Point as the path by which to do 
it,” Boylan said. “But really, as I have watched 
my son grow at West Point, I have felt my 
own love for and faith in the academy deepen 
significantly. It is one thing to know, understand 
and be a part of what the academy does day in 
and day out, but it is another thing entirely to 
see all that the academy strives to develop in 
these young men and women become manifest 
in your children.”

The U.S. Military Academy at West Point held its graduation and commissioning ceremony for the Class of 2021 Saturday 
at Michie Stadium. This year, 996 cadets graduated, including the Class of 2021 cadet and new second lieutenant who 
showed off her new lieutenants bars after receiving them. 

After receiving his diploma, a Class of 2021 cadet hugs his company tactical 
noncommissioned officer during the U.S. Military Academy Graduation and 
Commissioning Ceremony Saturday at Michie Stadium. 
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In their own words: Class of 2021 cadets have ‘Won the 
Battle,’ as 40 earned graduate school scholarships
By Eric S. Bartelt
PV Managing Editor

(Editor's note: This is the second part of a 
three-part Q&A series with Class of 2021 cadets 
who earned graduate school scholarships. See 
next week for part three.)

The U.S. Military Academy Class of 2021 
graduated approximately 996 members Saturday 
at Michie Stadium. Those graduating represent 
80% of the 1,239 cadets who entered West Point 
nearly four years ago on July 3, 2017.

It is always daunting in some form for all 
cadets who walk the hallowed grounds of the 
granite fortress on the Banks of the Hudson. 
However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the last 14 months added another layer that 
confronted this group of cadets beyond the 
personal, academic and physical aspects that 
mark the 47-month West Point experience. 

Nevertheless, with the intriguing words of 
their class motto, “Until the Battle is Won,” 
ringing loud, 40 cadets from the Class of 2021 
will not only become new second lieutenants, 
but they earned graduate school scholarships 

and conquered the battle to receive higher 
education opportunities, both domestically and 
internationally, immediately after graduation.

These 40 cadets earned several domestic 
scholarships to include the Carnegie-Mellon, 
Draper Labs, Truman, East-West, GEM, Knight-
Hennessy, MIT Lincoln Labs, National Science 
Foundation and the Purdue Mil Research 
Initiative scholarships. 

They also earned international scholarships 
to include the Rhodes, Marshall, Anna 
Sobol Levy, Barry, Deutsche Akademische 
Austausch Dienst, Fulbright, GEM, Rotary and 
Southampton scholarships. 

Over three weeks, The Pointer View series 
titled, “In their own words: Class of 2021 
cadets have ‘Won the Battle,’” involves various 
members of the class who earned post-graduate 
scholarships and tell their stories of their West 
Point experience.

In honor of the high-achieving members of 
the 223rd graduating class of West Point, here 
is the second installment of the three-part series 
with Class of 2021 Cadet Denton Knight (Barry 
Scholarship) sharing his own words of his West 
Point journey …

Class of 2021 Cadet Denton Knight
Hometown: Fairfax, Virginia. Branch: Infantry.

Pointer View:  Earning the Barry 
Scholarship, how exciting was it for you to 
receive it?

Denton Knight: “When I got the news, I 
was so excited that I spilt my water bottle all 
over my desk and ran out of the room to tell my 
friends and call my parents! I still pinch myself, 
not believing it really worked out.” 

PV: What was the process you had to go 
through to receive the scholarship?

DK: “During my Cow year, I applied to 
join a course called ‘Critical Thought,’ which 
seeks to help us develop an understanding of 
where we came from, who we are, and what 
end in life we hope to pursue. It also functions 
as a preparatory course to apply for scholarships 
during our Firstie year. 

“In the fall of Firstie year, Dr. Hugh Liebert, 
my professor for Political Thought and a 
personal mentor, nominated me to apply for the 
Barry Scholarship. It is ‘awarded for dedication 
to the academic vocation and the pursuit of 
truth.’ In addition to several other components 
in the application, I had to write about a time 
I articulated ideas or beliefs that were different 
from the mainstream. 

“I went through almost 10 iterations of 
revisions trying to answer this unique question. 
In the beginning of January, I found out that I had 
been accepted to Oxford, but was unfortunately 
waitlisted for the scholarship. It was a long 
wait until the end of March when I heard that 
a space had opened up and the John and Daria 
Barry Foundation was now able to offer me the 

scholarship.” 

PV: What is 
your plan with 
the scholarship, 
what field of study 
will you get your 
masters in?

DK:  “I will 
read for an MPhil 
in Development 
Studies from the Oxford Department of 
International Development.”

 
PV: Thoughts about going to England to 

study?
DK: “While I have never been to the United 

Kingdom, I have heard much about the incredible 
learning environment and experience studying at 
Oxford. In particular, I am thrilled to wander the 
same halls as the likes of Steven Hawking, J.R.R. 
Tolkein, C.S. Lewis, T.S. Eliott, John Newman, 
Lewis Caroll, John Locke or Thomas Hobbes.”

 
PV: Throughout your life, how important 

has education meant to you in achieving your 
educational heights?

DK: “I enjoy learning and spreading a love 
of learning among others. Education has helped 
me to take on other perspectives, face my own 
limited perspective, and seek to understand what 
it means to be human.”

PV: What does service and leadership mean 
to you as you move onto your Army career?

DK: “Service and leadership mean caring 
for those around you and striving to leave every 
institution, group or place a little better than I 
found it. I plan to continue aspiring to learn and 
to grow everywhere I go throughout my Army 
career.”

PV: How has West Point helped you become 
a “leader of character”?

DK: “West Point has challenged me to do 
things I never would have felt comfortable doing 
on my own. Whether physically, academically or 
in terms of my character, the people here have 
pushed me to take on uncomfortable tasks and 
grow through accomplishing them.”

PV: What has been your highest leadership 
position at West Point? And, what has that 
position taught you in leading others from your 
peers to the underclassmen?

DK: “I have been the Brigade Trust Captain, 
leading the cadet effort to combat sexual 
harassment and sexual assault. It has been an 
honor to work and lead in this critical space. 

“This position has taught me about the 
challenges and value of interagency cooperation, 
good communication and representing an 
organization well. I have had to face the tension 
between accomplishing tasks by the book and 
doing what I see will make a difference in 
practice. It has taught me the need to put the 
quality of our relationships first and foremost 
before asking people to perform. 

“And it has shown me the challenges 
of leading a large group of people, where 
most people do not know you well and small 
impressions can make a dramatic difference.” 

PV: What activities/sports were you a part of 
that helped shape your West Point experience?

DK: “I was involved in Debate my Plebe 
year and Sandhurst my Yuk year. These activities 
helped me develop foundational relationships 
here at West Point. 

“Debate pushed me to think hard and quick 
and Sandhurst helped me gain confidence in my 
military skills.”

 
PV: Best memory/best achievement in your 

time at West Point?
DK: “I had an opportunity to travel to 

Tanzania on an AIAD after my Plebe year. I 
loved seeing the country, meeting Tanzanians, 
going on a Safari, and travelling to Zanzibar. 
That incredible experience was just the first of 
many amazing opportunities I am grateful to the 
people here for providing.” 

PV: What was the biggest hurdle you faced 
while at the academy?

DK: “During my Yuk year, I decided to take 
a year away from West Point to work with an 
international development NGO in Central Asia. 
This highly unusual route would set me a year 
behind my previous class of peers (2020) and 
alter my life path dramatically. 

“While the experience was eye-opening, 
challenging and well worth it, it was also difficult. 
First, it was a drastic adjustment from high-
intensity military culture to a totally different 
life in Tajikistan. In returning, I had to complete 
a lengthy reapplication process and then integrate 
with a new class and a new Company (B-4 — Go 
Buffs!). All these travels and adjustments were 
challenging but well worth it.”

PV: How tough has the West Point 
experience been over the past 15 months 
considering COVID?

DK: “It has been an exhausting year. I 
returned from our virtual “Covidcation” last July 
to a summer leadership position as CFT company 
commander. From there, it was non-stop until 
December as I led at CFT and then transitioned 
to the Brigade Trust Captain position. All the 
while, we had to stay on West Point post over 
the weekends, making it seemingly impossible 
to get away from work.” 

PV: Any one person who helped guide you 
toward success at West Point?

DK: “Retired Maj. Rob Van Wey was 
my sponsor since Plebe year and met with 
me regularly or had me over to his home all 
throughout Plebe, Yuk and Cow year. 

“His constant advice and mentorship helped 
me learn how to navigate the Army and West 
Point. He helped me learn to focus my intentions 
and efforts on what matters most in life. 

“I met Professor Hugh Liebert, my Barry 
scholarship nominator, relatively late in my time 
at West Point. However, he has been extremely 
influential in these last two years, helping me 
hone my life goals and carefully consider what 
it means to live well and flourish.” 

PV: What advice would you give to the 
underclassmen or high school students 
contemplating on coming to the academy?

DK: “I would encourage them to give it a 
shot. The academy will likely be different than 
they ever expected — some challenges will be 
far easier but others will be unexpected and 
rewarding. They will probably be disappointed at 
some point by the leadership decisions, the daily 
drudgery or other failures they perceive. But they 
will also witness brilliant leaders at work, learn 
about themselves, and eventually face the same 
challenges they previously observed others going 
through. Bottom line, I would tell them this: 
bring an empathetic and humble attitude, seek to 
always learn from those around you, and don’t 
judge other’s failures too harshly.”

PV: Describe what tossing your hat in the 
air meant to you on graduation, completing your 
journey at West Point?

DK: “Any Firstie will say it’s a huge relief. 
Sadness or nostalgia will come, but for now I’m 
just glad to have made it through. It marks the end 
of one huge season of my life and the beginning 
of a new and exciting one.”
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Class

 POINT
IN FOCUS: CLASS OF 2021 GRADUATION DAY IN PHOTOS

The U.S. Military Academy at West Point held its graduation and commissioning ceremony 
for the Class of 2021 Saturday at Michie Stadium. This year, 996 cadets graduated. Among 
them were 13 international cadets. The class includes 240 women, 148 African-Americans, 78 
Asian/Pacifi c Islanders, 88 Hispanics and 10 Native Americans. There are 152 members who 
attended the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School (130 men and 22 women). There are 49 
class members who are prior service, four of those are combat veterans. Toward the end of the 
graduation ceremony, the graduates burst into cheers at the announcement of the “Goat,” who 
is the lowest ranking cadet, and this year it was Class of 2021 Cadet Dominic DiStefano, and 
by tradition he received nearly $1,000 from his classmates. In attendance were commencement 
speaker Secretary of Defense retired Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III, Acting Secretary of the Army John 
E. Whitley and Chief of Staff  of the Army Gen. James C. McConville.                  
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Cadets from the Classes of 2021 and 2022 participated in the Graduation Parade 
Friday on The Plain. (Bottom) Family and friends of the Class of 2021 filled the 
stands to watch their cadets march in a parade for the final time as cadets, while 
the class handed over responsibility to the Class of 2022 cadets (above) as 
summer training begins. (Below) The Army West Point Parachute team’s Firstie 
cadets jumped in to kickoff the parade before the rest of the 996 graduating 
cadets marched onto The Plain with members of the Class of 2022.        
                                    Photos by Eric S. Bartelt/PV

Family, friends enjoy Class 
of 2021’s final parade march 
during Graduation Parade
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Keller Corner: Weekly updates, COVID-19 info

KKeller CCorner
For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus 
information, Keller Army Community Hospital 
notifications, how to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
federal/state/local guidance and the U.S. Military 
Academy and Army Garrison West Point 
webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.mil/
West-Point-COVID-19-INFO/.

COVID-19 Vaccine for all DOD-eligible people 16 years and older
West Point Public Health will be providing the first and second doses of the COVID-19 

vaccination to the Tier 2 population, which includes all eligible Department of Defense beneficiaries 
ages 16 and older, at Keller Army Community Hospital.

The Tier 2 population can schedule appointments to receive the doses by using the COVID 
Vaccine Online Appointment Tool (COVAX) at https://informatics-stage.health.mil/COVAX/.

In the near future, the COVAX website will open up for the appointments at the COVID Vaccine 
Clinic at KACH, tentatively beginning in Tuesday. Keller will make public notifications once the 
plans for the COVID Vaccine Clinic are finalized.

As a reminder:
• Face coverings must be worn at all times on West Point;
• Vaccine recipients must present a Uniformed Services ID card or their DOD Beneficiary ID 

card at their vaccine appointment;
• Vaccine recipients should enter the Stony Lonesome Road Access Control Point/Gate and 

follow the traffic signs;
• Parking is available at A Lot at the corner of Stony Lonesome Road and Howze Place. Direction 

to the vaccine site will be provided from the parking lot. 
Updated COVID information is always available on the West Point COVID-19 Vaccination 

page at https://keller.tricare.mil/Health-Services/West-Point-Dept-of-Public-Health/COVID-
19-Vaccine-INFO.

KACH is accepting appointments for, conduct sports physicals
The Keller Army Community Hospital’s Primary Care Department is accepting appointments 

for and conduct sports physicals. 
As some athletic leagues return to competition, Keller wants to assure that your young athlete 

is healthy and ready to play. 
The American Academy of Pediatrics says all children younger than 12 years old may progress 

back to sports/physical education classes according to their own tolerance. For children and 
adolescents 12 years and older, a graduated return-to-play protocol can begin once the young athlete 
has been cleared by a physician. 

If your young athlete was infected with COVID-19, their healthcare provider will help determine 
when it is safe to begin a graduated return to play progression based on their medical history, 
symptoms, severity of illness, and previous level of activity. 

Parents can schedule a sports physical by contacting the Keller Appointment Line at 845-938-
7992 or 800-552-2907, from 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, 

COVID-19 and Your Mental Health: It’s OK Not To Be OK
Restaurants and music/sports venues are starting to re-open at limited capacity, and people are 

beginning to travel again. But the anxiety of when someone can get the vaccination and/or what 
vaccination remains prevalent; and some people don’t trust the vaccine for various reasons.

Because of this, we must continue to focus on our mental health during this Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic.  

According to Dr. Jennifer M. Gómez, Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychology 
and Merrill Palmer Skillman Institute for Child & Family Development (MPSI) at Wayne State 
University, having good mental health does not mean you are happy all of the time. She pointed 
out that a wide range of emotions from sadness to anger to grief are “integral parts to being alive.”

Dr. Riana Elyse Anderson, Assistant Professor at the University of Michigan, agreed and 
emphasized, “When people say ‘it’s OK not to be OK,’ I want you to really hear that.” She explained 
that there is no precedent for navigating this high level of stress from different sources at the same 
time and our bodies were not built for sustaining it. 

There are several steps to reduce anxiety during this pandemic and maintain your mental health:
• There are small things that everyone can do, while practicing social distancing or self-

quarantine, to help reduce the amount of anxiety they are experiencing. This includes but is not 
limited to talking to a friend and asking them to be your support, find ways to clear your mind – take 
a walk or use a meditation application, or using resources like the Crisis Text Line (Text “MHA” 
to 741741).

• Realize what you can control and focus on those things that can provide you with some comfort.
• Be aware of the signs of anxiety. While it’s normal to be worried and stressed, people with 

anxiety tend to be more exaggerated in their feelings of worry and tension. Some symptoms include 
stomach/digestive problems, increased heart rate, or changes in energy and difficulty sleeping. 

Understand that your concerns are valid and your anxiety is real. The statistics prove that one 
out of five people will experience a mental health condition, and five out of five people will go 
through a challenge that affect their mental health. Seeking help is a sign of strength!

If you are taking steps to manage worry and anxiety during this pandemic, but those steps don’t 
seem to be helping, there are resources you can utilize. By seeking help, you can improve your 
lifestyle and the lives of those around you. 

For more details, visit https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/
managing-stress-anxiety.html.

KACH Parking Lot Medication Delivery to be discontinued on Tuesday
Parking lot medication delivery will be discontinued and medication dispensing will return to 

the Keller pharmacy window on Tuesday.
The COVID-19 pandemic is not over, but the environment has changed since this time last year. 

Based on risk-assessments and West Point Public Health guidance, the Keller Pharmacy is returning 
to in-person interactions between patients and their pharmacist. 

To ensure the fastest possible service, we are instituting the following policies:
• Patients seen at the hospital and present to the pharmacy for same-day prescription filling can 

pull a ticket and wait in the lobby;
• Patients who have been seen off-post, or have prescriptions from a previous day are asked 

to call the pharmacy to process their new prescriptions at least two hours prior to arriving at the 
pharmacy;

• Prescription refills must be called in to 1-845-938-2527 at least two days priorto pick up. 
There will be many risk-mitigation efforts in place to reduce the risks of COVID-19 including:
• Mandatory mask-wearing;
• Social distancing;
• Availability of hand sanitizer;
• Encouraging patients to send in just one representative to pick up medications for the family;
• Filling medications before patients arrive, through Tricare Online or by calling the pharmacy;
• Tricare Online now allows patients to activate new prescriptions, not just refills.
We will also be creating the ability for patients to activate new prescriptions (not just refills) 

through Q-Anywhere (through the current QFlow patient queuing system), and will be instituting 
a ScriptCenter for refill pick-up this summer. More details on the ScriptCenter coming soon.

For details on the Keller Pharmacy, visit https://keller.tricare.mil/Health-Services/Pharmacy. 

TRICARE Online secure messaging 
Did you know you can send a secure e-mail message to your doctor or health care team anytime, 

anywhere? Yes … you can send it through “TRICARE Online’s secure messaging.” 
Secure messaging lets you talk privately with your doctor or the medical staff via e-mail. With 

secure messaging, you can:
• Ask questions and get non-emergency health care advice;
• Schedule appointments and request referrals;
• Ask your doctor to renew your prescriptions;
• Request copies of labs and other test results;
• Find health education information about a variety of topics including links to doctor-

recommended information and sites.
If you don’t have a ‘secure messaging’ account, go to https://identity.tolsecuremessaging.

com/Registration?language=en#/registrationhome and register as a ‘PATIENT.’

KACH accepting mammogram screening appointments
Keller Army Community Hospital is accepting appointments for mammogram screenings. The 

mammogram screening room is located on the first floor — between the Pharmacy and Primary Care.
The American Cancer Society says:
• Women ages 40 to 44 should have the choice to start annual breast cancer screening with 

mammograms if they wish to do so.
•  Women ages 45 to 54 should get mammograms every year.
•  Women ages 55 and older should switch to mammograms every two years, or can continue 

yearly screening.
•  Screening should continue as long as a woman is in good health and is expected to live 10 

more years or longer.
•  All women should communicate with their primary care physician to be familiar with the 

known benefits, limitations and potential harms linked to breast cancer screening.
“This is a big boost for women’s health services at Keller,” said Col. Amy L. Jackson, commander, 

Keller Army Community Hospital. “I am glad to see mammogram screenings back online and 
encourage everyone to utilize this service.”

Mammogram screening appointments can be scheduled through the Keller Radiology 
Department at 845-938-2714, Monday through Friday between 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

 POINTIN FOCUS: KELLER CORNER UPDATES



12 MaY 27, 2021 Pointer View    

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

MWR events/off erings

MWR ANNOUNCEMENTS
(NEW) ODR 50 Years Celebration Summer Adventure 2021

Come celebrate 50 years of MWR’s Outdoor Recreation with #ARMYODR50 Instagram 
Sweepstakes. This program runs now through Aug. 31. Visit your local Outdoor Recreation (ODR) 
facility to register and pick up the ODR50 promo item. 

In order to be eligible for the sweepstakes drawing, participants must follow “@armyodr” and 
“@familymwr” Instagram accounts. Post to your Instagram a photo of yourself doing an outdoor 
activity (examples: rock climbing, fi shing, biking, etc.) 

The photo must include the ODR50 promo item. Tag @armyodr and #armyodr50 for a chance 
to win. More entries increase your chance of winning great prizes. 

Visit ArmyMWR.com/ODR50 for sweepstakes rules and more information. Stay tuned to 
MWR’s website westpoint.armymwr.com for local ODR50 events at West Point. For additional 
details, call 845-938-6497.

West Point Golf Course Weekly Specials June-October
The West Point Golf Course is off ering weekly specials from June through October. The off ers 

include $10 off  regular greens fee or $5 off  Twilight golfi ng on the fi rst Tuesday of each month. It 
is open only to active duty military and their dependents starting at 3 p.m. only. 

There will be $5 off  regular greens fee or $3 off  Twilight golfi ng on the fi rst Thursday of each 
month. It is open only to active duty military and their dependents, veterans, retirees, National 
Guard and Reserve Soldiers starting at 3 p.m. only. 

There is also a free hot dog off ered the last Friday of each month. It is open only to active duty 
military and their dependents, veterans, retirees, National Guard and Reserve Soldiers with the 
purchase a full round of regular golf. Twilight golf not included with this off er.  

These above specials cannot be combined with any other off ers and proper ID is required.
For more details, call 845-938-2435 or visit www.golfatwestpoint.com. 

Recreational Swimming opens Memorial Day Weekend 
Swimming season is here. MWR Aquatics will be opening West Point’s area swim beaches 

Saturday during Memorial Day Weekend. Similar to last year, online tickets must be purchased 
through WebTrac in advance to secure a spot at Long Pond. 

COVID-19 screening questions will be asked prior to ticket purchase. There will be 10x10 
marked spaces on each beach for customers to follow social distancing protocols. 

Pricing information and online registration are coming soon at https://westpoint.armymwr.
com/programs/recreational-swimming. 

Round Pond and Lake Frederick will be open to occupied cabin and tent camping customers 
only. For more details on recreational swimming, call the MWR Fitness Center at 845-938-6490.

West Point Golf Course Special Off er for holidays

FEATURED EVENT

The West Point Golf course is off ering a special on holidays to include either a free hot dog 
and bottle of water or a free breakfast sandwich and coff ee or $6 off  your round of golf.

It is open only to active duty military and their dependents, veterans, retirees, National Guard 
and Reserves. It can’t be combined with any other off ers. Proper ID is required. 

For more details, call 845-938-2435 or visit www.golfatwestpoint.com.

ACS Free Resume Workshop 
The Army Community Service Resume Workshop to help develop your resume, will be held 

from 10 a.m.-noon Tuesday at the ACS TAP classroom. It is open to military spouses with limited 
seating available. Registration is required to attend by calling 845-938-5654. 

West Point Community Adult Intramural Golf League
The West Point Community Adult Intramural Golf League will play from 4:30 p.m. to dusk 

Tuesday through Aug. 10 at the West Point Golf Course. 
It is open to active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point 

community family members. To sign-up, call James McGuinness at 845-938-3066 or email at 
james.p.mcguinness.naf@mail.mil.

West Point Community Adult Summer Softball League
The West Point Community Adult Summer Softball League will play from 6-10 p.m. Mondays 

and Wednesdays starting Wednesday through Aug. 11 at the H-Lot Softball Fields. 
It is open to active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point 

community family members. To sign-up, call James McGuinness at 845-938-3066 or email at 
james.p.mcguinness.naf@mail.mil.

Stand Up Paddeboard (SUP) Yoga at Round Pond
Join MWR Outdoor Recreation for its summer Stand Up Paddleboard (SUP) Yoga classes held 

at Round Pond. Classes will be held on Saturdays starting June 5. 
The dates for SUP are from 10-11:30 a.m. June 5, 12, 19 and 26, July 3, 24 and 31, and August 

7, 14, 21 and 26. There is a nominal fee for these classes. 
To register, visit westpoint.armymwr.com. For more details, call the Outdoor Recreation 

Equipment Center at 845-938-0123.

Child and Youth Services Summer Sports Programs
The following programs run Monday through Thursday each week and will be held at Dragon 

Park.
• Volleyball — June 7-10, 5-6 p.m. for ages 7-12;
• Soccer — June 14-17, 4-5 p.m. for ages 4-6 and 5-6 p.m. for ages 7-12;
• Open Recreation — June 21-24, 4-5 p.m. for ages 4-6 and 5-6 p.m. for ages 7-12;
• Functional Fitness — July 12-15, 4-5 p.m. for ages 4-6 and 5-6 p.m. for ages 7-12;
• Basketball — July 19-22, 5-6 p.m. for ages 7-12;
• Open Recreation — July 26-29, 4-5 p.m. for ages 4-6 and 5-6 p.m. for ages 7-12.
There is a nominal fee for these programs. To register, call 845-938-4458/0939.

CYS Summer Trips June 17 through Aug. 27
Child and Youth Services Summer Trips are open to all registered youth in grades 6-12. 
Permission slips for each trip are required and can be picked up at the Youth Center located 

at 500 Washington Road, or contact the Youth Center at 845-938-8889 and the center will email 
you a permission slip. The summer trips run from June 17 through Aug. 27. 

For a complete list of the summer trips, dates and times, visit westpointcys.com.

(NEW) Morgan Farm Summer Horseback Riding Camps
Morgan Farm will off er fi ve-day and three-day summer camps for children ages 5 and up. 
Week 1 — July 1-3, Week 2 — July 7-9, Week 3 — July 12-16, Week 4 — July 19-23 and 

Week 5 — July 26-30. Camps are off ered to all levels of riders each week. 
There is a fee for these camps. For more details, call 845-938-3926.

Yoga at Trophy Point
The Trophy Point Yoga Classes will continue every other Saturday from June 19 through Aug. 

7.  Pre-registration online via WebTrac is highly encouraged. Class is limited to 20 participants. 
Weather permitting. Please bring your own yoga mat. Social distancing will be enforced. Please 
wear a mask upon check in, but masks not required during the class. 

There is a fee for this event. For details, call 845-938-6490 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

(NEW) ACS Relocation Readiness Program Little Movers program 
Little Movers is a program used to help identify the needs of children during the moving process. 

Interested families should call ACS at 845-938-3487 to schedule a time to come by and pick-up 
an activity bag. The fun activity bags help keep the children occupied while getting settled in.  

 West Point Arts & Crafts Summer Art Program
The West Point Arts & Crafts Summer Art Program is off ering several classes to choose 

from this summer for children. The program classes include:
• Ceramic Painting — Choose from a wide variety of ceramic pieces 
Tuesdays: June 22 and 29, July 6, 13, 20 and 27, 1-2 p.m. 
Wednesdays: June 23 and 30, July 7, 14, 21 and 28, 10 a.m.-noon.
• Creation Station — Choose from a variety of projects to include mosaics, painting, wood 

crafts, ceramics and more.   
• Canvas Painting — Weekly painting on 11x14 Canvas taught step by step by Miss 

Barbara! 
Thursdays: 10 a.m.-noon. The themes for each Thursday are: June 24-Llama, June 30- 

American Flag, July 7-Summer Camper, July 14-Crazy Bird, July 21-Dragonfl y and July 
28-Summer Gnome. 

There is a nominal fee for these classes. All classes are limited to eight participants.
Registration is required. Social distancing and masks are required.  

Children must have completed Kindergarten to participate.  This is a drop off  only program. 
To register, call 845-938-4812.

CoMMUnitY/MwrCoMMUnitY/Mwr
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COMMUNITY 
FEATURED ITEMS
Mine Torne Road and Stilwell Lake closures 
due to Cadet Summer Training

During Cadet Summer Training, Mine Torne 
Road and Stilwell Lake will both be closed during 
segements of the day for training and safety reasons 
for the West Point community and public.

Below is the list of dates and times that they 
will be closed:

• Mine Torne Road is closed from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday, Tuesday-June 9, June 15-19, 
June 23-25 and 7:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. June 26 and 27.

• Stilwell Lake is closed from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Satuarday and Sunday, Tuesday-June 9, June 17-18 
and June 26-27.

For details, call Joseph Middlebrooks, DPTMS 
Range Operations, at 845-938-8556.

Military training conducted at West Point
Area residents can expect to hear summer 

training activities conducted on the military 
installation now through mid-August to include 
areas in and around Camp Buckner and Lake 
Frederick. 

Training is conducted to simulate the physical 
and mental challenges cadets will face when they 
become officers in the U.S. Army. Realistic training 
has inherent risks and the safety and welfare of the 
entire West Point community is the academy’s top 
priority.

Training opportunities for the cadets include 
infantry operations, artillery firing, weapons 
training, aviation operations, military engineering 
projects, training in field communications, 
demolitions and survival skills techniques.

Noise levels will be sporadic through summer 
months with increased activity associated with Air 
Assault School and during specialized training 
operations in July. Residents can expect to see 
and hear low-flying aircraft and helicopters in and 
around the training and cantonment areas during 
these training sessions.

Residents and commuters may see increased 
traffic along Route 293 with military vehicle and 
troop movement.  

Cornwall on Hudson RiverFest June 6
The Cornwall on Hudson RiverFest Committee 

is planning for the village’s annual RiverFest on 
from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. June 6, COVID-19 permitting.  

RiverFest 2021 will be held at Donahue Park, 
along the Hudson River, and will feature a full day 
of music and entertainment, children’s activities 
and a craft and food fair. The day’s events will also 
include live bands, kayaking, food stands and non-
profit and community groups.  

Visit www.river-fest.com for up-to-date 
information.

Philadelphia Flower Show June 7
The West Point/Highland Falls Rotary Club is 

hosting a trip to the 2021 Philadelphia Flower Show 
June 7 at the FDR Park in Philadelphia.  

It costs of $80 per person and covers 
transportation and admission.  The bus will board 
at 7:45 a.m. at the Newburgh Mall and departs at 
8 a.m., then returns at approximately 7:30 p.m..  

For more deatils and to register, call John Blanc 
at 845-446-7606.
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Rhattigan takes  break from 
Seahawks for West Point graduation
Former Army West Point football linebacker and now 2nd Lt. Jon Rhattigan 
hugs his Company I-1 tactical noncommissioned offi  cer after receiving his 
diploma Saturday at Michie Stadium. Rhattigan, who was tied for the Black 
Knights’ lead in tackles last season with 78, was an undrafted free agent 
pickup by the NFL’s Seattle Seahawks in April. He has been participating in 
the Seahawks’ rookie camp recently, but returned to West Point for graduation 
ceremonies on Saturday.                           Photo by Eric S. Bartelt/PV

BASEBALL

TODAY, 2 P.M.—PATRIOT LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP AT LEHIGH, BETHLEHEM, PENNSYLVANIA.  
(TV: ESPN-PLUS.)

FRIDAY, 2 P.M.—PATRIOT LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP AT LEHIGH, BETHLEHEM, PENNSYLVANIA. 
(TV: ESPN-PLUS.)

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S TRACK AND FIELD

TODAY THROUGH SATURDAY, 1 P.M.—NCAA EAST PRELIMINARY MEET, JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA.

Sports calendar

**VIEW ARMY WEST POINT SCHEDULE AT WWW.GOARMYWESTPOINT.COM/CALENDAR.ASPX?.

sPortssPorts
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Trio recognized with prestigious AAA honors

Army West Point women’s soccer standout goaltender Sydney Cassalia and baseball star third baseman Anthony Giachin were honored May 21 with the U.S. 
Military Academy’s most prestigious athletic honor — the Army Athletic Association (AAA) Award. Tyrese Bender, a member of the men’s track and fi eld team, 
was a recipient of the AAA Special Award. The AAA trophy is awarded annually to the male and female cadet-athletes who display the “most valuable service to 
intercollegiate athletics during a career as a cadet.”              Photo by MaDDy SalVaNi/ArMy Athletic CoMMUNicatioNs

By JJ Klein
Army Athletic Communications

Army West Point women’s soccer standout goaltender Sydney 
Cassalia and baseball star third baseman Anthony Giachin 
were honored May 20 with the U.S. Military Academy’s most 
prestigious athletic honor — the Army Athletic Association 
(AAA) Award. Tyrese Bender, a member of the men’s track and 
fi eld team, was a recipient of the AAA Special Award.

The AAA trophy is awarded annually to the male and 
female cadet-athletes who display the “most valuable service to 
intercollegiate athletics during a career as a cadet.”

This year marks the 117th anniversary of the AAA Award, 
which was fi rst presented to football’s Horatio Hackett in 1904.  

Cassalia is sixth women’s soccer player to earn the award 
and fi rst since 2014 when Molly McGuigan was recognized with 
the distinction. Giachin is the 12th baseball player to earn the 
prestigious honor. The last baseball player to win the award was 
Cole White in 2008.

 The AAA Special Award is not awarded on an annual basis, 
but only presented when a worthy candidate arises. The Special 

Award is presented to a cadet-athlete for “exhibiting outstanding 
achievement and exemplary leadership in athletic competition.” 

Bender is the 32nd recipient of the AAA Special Award, which 
was fi rst presented in 1966 to three-sport star Frank Kobes.

A two-time captain, Cassalia posted the second most shutouts 
in program history with 25 in her career. The Omaha, Nebraska, 
native was named the Patriot League Goalkeeper of the Year her 
junior and senior seasons. She posted a career save percentage 
of .724 and had 254 saves across her four years. A mathematical 
systems major with honors, Cassalia boasts a cumulative grade 
point average of 3.829.

Cassalia earned all-league honors each of the four years she 
was on the team. She was a fi rst team selection her junior and 
senior seasons, landed on the second team as a sophomore and 
was a third team honoree her freshman year.

Giachin, also a two-year captain, has etched his name into 
the Army record book in the following categories: doubles (45, 
fourth), RBI (133, sixth) and hits (203, seventh). A three-time 
All-Patriot League First Team selection, Giachin has helped lead 
the Black Knights to the Patriot League championship all three 
years it has been played. Army won in 2018 and 2019 and will 

square off  with Lehigh in the best-of-three series from Wednesday 
through Friday to determine the 2021 champion.

A mechanical engineering major with honors, Giachin owns 
a cumulative GPA of 3.949. He became just the second player in 
program history to earn CoSIDA Academic All-America honors 
twice in his career, joining Ben Koenigsfi eld (2010-11). 

As a sophomore he earned second team honors and was a 
fi rst team selection as a junior. Upon graduation, he will head to 
the University of Oxford in England to pursue a master’s degree 
before heading to Fort Rucker, Alabama, to begin his aviation 
career.

Bender is a two-year team captain for the men’s track and fi eld 
team. Throughout his career, he has earned top-six fi nishes in eight 
of the 10 events he has competed in at indoor and outdoor Patriot 
League Championship meets. He holds the indoor (14.63 meters) 
and outdoor (15.33 meters) program records in the triple jump.

The San Antonio native maintains a cumulative GPA of 4.045 
in engineering management with honors. The 2021 Patriot League 
Indoor Track and Field Scholar Athlete of the Year, Bender is one 
of 96 Rhodes Scholars to come out of West Point. The prestigious 
scholarship is awarded annually to just 32 students nationwide.


