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Ring Melt for 
Class of 2022
Members of the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2022 and distinguished guests 
participated in the 21st annual Association of Graduates’ Ring Melt ceremony 
Friday at Eisenhower Hall’s Crest Hall. The ceremony brought together several 
groups, including the U.S. Corps of Cadets, ring donor’s friends and families 
who tuned in virtually and the Herff  Jones Company, the company that makes 
the class rings. (Above/inset) Class of 2022 Cadet and Class President Xavier 
Williams places a ring, one of 52 donated rings, in the crucible. (Right) Williams 
and a member of the Herff  Jones Company hold the gold bar after the 52 rings 
were melted. The gold bar then becomes part of the legacy gold, which contains 
trace elements of gold from every ring that has been donated over the past 20 
years.                       Photos by Tarnish Pride/USMA PAO
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Class of 2022 cadets partake in Ring Melt ceremony
Story by Jorge Garcia
PV Staff Writer

The stage was set to celebrate the Long Gray Line of West 
Point as the Class of 2022 cadets and distinguished guests 
commemorated the 21st annual Ring Melt ceremony Friday  at 
the Eisenhower Hall’s Crest Hall. The ceremony brought together 
several groups, including the U.S.  Corps of Cadets, ring donor’s 
friends and families who tuned in virtually and members of the 
Herff Jones Company, the company that makes the class rings. 

The idea to incorporate gold into the class rings of future 
graduates came from U.S. Military Academy Class of 1958, 
Ron Turner, and in November 2000, the Class Ring Memorial 
Program was established as 31 rings were melted at the Herff 
Jones Company in Providence, Rhode Island. The USMA Class 
of 2002 was the first class to fashion gold in their rings, Cathy 
Kilner, the director of the West Point Associate of Graduates 
(WPAOG), said. 

The event lasted over two hours, with 52 rings being donated 
for this year’s ceremony. The rings were neatly displayed on a 
table with each ring having a picture of the graduate who once 
donned the ring. 

Several cadets from the Class of 2022 assisted the WPAOG 
by reading the ring donors names and a brief description of their 
personal history. The cadets then called the names of the other 
cadets and West Point leadership, who are tied to the ring, to 
stand and place the ring into the crucible and salute during the 
ceremony, Kilner said. 

“On behalf of the Class of 2022, I would like to extend a 

warm thank you to those who donated their rings or the rings of 
their loved ones to our class,” Class of 2022 Cadet Claire Jones 
said as she stood before the podium expressing her gratitude. “We 
understand the magnitude of the decision to donate your ring and 
we are extremely grateful that you have chosen to give this piece 
of yourself or of your loved one in order to grip hands with us.”

Jones added each ring holds the story of its owner — a story 
that will now live on and be remembered by the graduates of 
the Class of 2022. 

The granddaughter of Capt. Harvey Jokinen, Class of 2022 
Cadet Valentina Vincent, was called up to place his ring into 
the crucible and concluded the ritual by saluting the ring of the 
graduate.

“I have no doubt in my mind that this is exactly what he 
wanted to be done with his ring,” Vincent said as she gave 
love and praise to her deceased grandfather. “Even though I 
never got the opportunity to meet him, I will now always have 
a reminder of him with me. I need only look down at my ring 
for that reminder.”

A legacy gold ingot was created for the Class of 2022 using 
the additional 52 donated class rings, Kilner said.

“Inside the cup that Cadet Williams is holding are gold 
shavings known as the legacy gold. The legacy gold contains 
trace elements of gold from every ring that has been donated 
from 617 rings donated over the past 20 years,” Kilner said. 
“Placing the legacy gold into the crucible is the Class President 
Cadet Xavier Williams.”

The legacy gold was added to the newly donated class 
rings that were already in the crucible. It was then taken away 

to Bartlett Hall where a smelter melted the rings in an intense 
flame. The gold from 669 graduate rings from 1896 to 2001 
melted and merged together creating a bar of gold, Kilner said.

After the ceremony, cadets expressed their excitement in 
adding to the history of the Long Gray Line.

“Today, I placed my grandfather’s ring into the crucible, 
which is a really gratifying experience to know that he came 
here and went through the same things that I’m going through,” 
Vincent said. “Today, I got to place his ring into (the crucible) 
and I will get to wear his ring on my finger every day and he 
will be with me everywhere I go, so I’m very grateful for the 
experience.”

For Class of 2022 Cadet Isaac Jackson Ford, experiencing 
the Ring Melt ceremony was very thought provoking  and a 
moment in his life he will never forget. 

“To be honest, I had never really thought about the ring and 
the symbolism of the ring in a very deep way — apart from 
picking out a cool jewel that looks nice,” Ford said. “But today 
really changed that and today was really a testimony to the 
connectedness between us and the Long Gray Line and having 
a physical representation of that. Another thing that was really 
cool was our classmates who knew or were connected through 
family of some of those donors and some of those stories really 
spoke to me. It was moving to see the emotion they had while 
putting that ring in the crucible.”

For more information about WPAOG’s Class Ring 
Memorial Program, please go to www.westpointaog.
org/ringmemorialprogram or call 845-446-1614 or the 
RingMemorialProgram@wpaog.org.

The 21st annual Ring Melt ceremony, also known as the Class Ring Memorial Program, took place Friday at the Eisenhower Hall’s Crest Hall. The ceremony 
brought together several groups, including the U.S.  Corps of Cadets (above), ring donor’s friends and families who tuned in virtually and members of the Herff 
Jones Company, the company that makes the class rings.                                 Photo by Tarnish Pride/USMA PAO
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See 500TH NIGHT, PAGE 5

 POINTIN FOCUS: CLASS OF 2022's 500TH NIGHT

Class of 2022 cadets celebrate their 500th Night
Story by Jorge Garcia
PV Staff Writer

Their journey began in July 2018. The 
Class of 2022 cadets have now endured two 
and a half years of trials and tribulations 
at the U.S. Military Academy to test their 
mental will and fortitude. Now, the moment 
had finally come for the cadets as West 
Point leadership and special guests gathered 
at Washington Hall Friday to celebrate the 
annual 500th Night Banquet to highlight the 
500 days the Class of 2022 cadets have until 
they graduate. 

During 500th Night, cadets don their dress 
uniforms and spend the evening socializing 
with officers and noncommissioned officers. 
Typically, 500th Night is celebrated through 
a formal dinner followed by a dance among 
cadets. However, due to COVID-19, the 
dance portion was cancelled.  

The festivities began with everyone 
standing as the master of ceremonies, Class 
of 2022 Isaac Ford, introduced the official 
party of guests and West Point leadership. 
Afterward, an invocation was delivered by 
Class of 2022 Cadet Luke Stoner followed 
by the clinking of the glasses for a toast to 
the President of the United States, the United 
States Army, the U.S. Military Academy and 
to special guests. 

The last toast, delivered by Class of 2022 
Cadet Karen Yam, was filled with water to 
recognize the sacrifices military service 
members risk to defend the nation. A small 
table sat a few feet away from the podium 
representing all servicemembers from every 
component. 

“As you entered the dining room this 
evening, you may have noticed a small table 
in a place of honor. It is set for one military 
member to represent each of the military 
services. This table is our way of recognizing 
the members of our profession of arms who 
are absent from our midst,” Yam said. “The 

table is small symbolizing the frailty of one 
prisoner alone against his oppressors. The 
tablecloth is white symbolizing the purity 
of their motives and answering our nation’s 
call to arms.”

Yam added the chair being empty means a 
servicemember is missing. The black napkin 

set on the table represents the American color 
for mourning. The single red rose reminds us 
of the heartfelt feelings of loved ones, and 
it is tied with a yellow ribbon as a symbol 
for everlasting hope for a joyous reunion for 
those yet unaccounted for.

“A single candle flame represents an 
eternal flame for their sacrifices. The slice of 
lemon on the bread plate reminds us of their 
bitter fate. There is also salt; symbolic of the 
tears endured by the missing and their loved 
ones,” Yam said. “The wine glass is inverted 
— our distinguished comrades cannot toast us 
this night or join in our festivities. Honored 
guests, ladies and gentlemen, as we solemnly 
toast, please remain silent.”

Yam lifted her glass, and everyone 
responded in kind.

“To our comrades killed in action, missing 
in action or prisoners of war,” Yam added.

Everyone drank the water from their 
glasses and stood silent to pay their respects. 
Afterward, Jackson took the podium and 
instructed that everyone be seated to begin 
the feast.

During the feast, everyone turned their 
attention to the screens to watch a video 
showcasing the Class of 2022’s experience 
during its Ring Melt ceremony. 

Subsequently, Class of 2022 Cadet Xavier 
Williams took the podium and shared his 
thoughts and feelings on cadet life and the 

monumental achievement of being less than 
500 days away from joining the officer ranks. 

 “It’s an honor (as class president) to stand 
before you tonight as we celebrate a highly 
anticipated moment in our cadet journeys. 
Nearly 1,000 days ago, we entered the hall for 
the first time and now we celebrate leaving 
in less than 500,” Williams said. “In less than 
500 days, we will graduate and commission 
in the world’s premier fighting force. Let’s 
ignite the celebration for everyone in this 
room. Today proves that each one of us has 
demonstrated, in some capacity, that we have 
the skills, knowledge and tenacity to become 
a United State Military Academy graduate.”

Williams added cadets and special guests 
should fellowship and enjoy the company of 
the Class of 2022. 

Williams then introduced retired Gen.
Martin E. Dempsey, who is the former 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Everyone pushed their chairs back and 
stood as Washington Hall echoed with 
applause. Dempsey, USMA Class of 1974, 
rose from his seat, shook Williams’ hand and 
took the podium. 

Dempsey devoted 41 years of military 
service to his country receiving many 
accolades during his long journey. He now 
stood before a room filled with cadets who 
now walk the same path as he did all those 

The Class of 2022 Cadets endured two and a half years of trials and tribulations at the U.S. Military Academy to test 
their mental will and fortitude. Now, the moment had finally came for the cadets as West Point leadership and special 
guests gathered at Washington Hall Friday to celebrate the annual 500th Night banquet to highlight the 500 days the 
Class of 2022 Cadets have until they graduate.                                  Photos by Bryan Ilyankoff/USMA PAO

The Class of 2022 makes many toasts during the evening to reflect and look 
forward as it celebrated 500th Night, which is 500 days before a class graduates, 
Friday at Washington Hall.
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“500TH NIGHT,” cont’d from Page 4
years ago. This time he was there to provide 
sage advice to the cadets on the importance 
of leadership, Williams said. 

“You know, you ever see the movie called 
Apocalypse Now and Robert Duvall says, 
‘there’s nothing like the smell of napalm in 
the morning.’ I say, there’s nothing like the 
sound of 1,000 chairs scraping across the top 
of the floor on the mess hall, so I appreciate 
you,” Dempsey said as he thanked everyone 
for their applause. 

Instead of reading a written speech, 
Dempsey opted to converse with cadets on a 
personal level. He spoke on his past mistakes 
as a second lieutenant and of the inspirational 
encounter he had with a nun, while on a 
mission to control the Czechoslovakia border 
in Europe, who helped him realized the 
importance of never giving up on troubled 
Soldiers, Dempsey said. 

He added that she visited the Forward 
Operating Base to see if any Soldiers needed 
her help. There were six Soldiers in particular 
who were very troubled and under the 
influence of drugs. 

The six Soldiers were playing basketball 
at the time and she wanted to talk with that 
group and pray with them. 

Dempsey thought, at the time, it wasn’t a 
good idea for her to deal with those Soldiers, 
but she was persistent. She approached the 
Soldiers and asked if they wanted to pray and 
they all agreed and bowed their heads along 
with her in prayer.

“We get back to her convent and she 
gets out (of the jeep) and she starts walking 
toward her convent. Then she turns, suddenly 
and walks back to me and she said, ‘Why 

didn’t you want me to talk to the first group 
of Soldiers?’ And I said, ‘you know what 

Sister, they’re not my best Soldiers,’ and she 
responded, ‘Well, you haven’t given up on 
them, right?’ And I thought I didn’t remember 
having this conversation about leadership at 
West Point. But she had hit me in the heart 
because when I reflected on it, I absolutely 
had given up on those Soldiers.”

Dempsey returned back to the FOB and 
saw the group of Soldiers were still playing 
basketball and decided to join them in the 
game, he added.

“Now, I would like to tell you that I saved 
all six,” Dempsey said. “I didn’t. Among that 
group were some truly hardened criminals. 
But I saved two and 20 years later I was 
giving up command at Fort Carson, Colorado, 
and we had a receiving line at the end of the 
ceremony and I’m shaking hands thanking 
people and this big, tall skinny guy comes 
right in front of me. I see his name is Vincent 
and he says, ‘sir do you remember me?’ And 
I said, ‘I do, you were in my platoon back in 
Germany, in 1975. He was one of the six and 
now he (was) a master sergeant.”

The banquet concluded with a musical 
performance from Dempsey as he sang to 
the musical keys of the West Point Benny 
Havens Jazz Band.

“It was an amazing experience,” Williams 
said. “I think Gen. Dempsey’s speech 
encompassed everything we were feeling 
during our time at West Point, and if we work 
together and stay true to our mission as future 

leaders, like Gen. Dempsey said, then we can 
accomplish great things.”

For Class of 2022 Cadet Maggie Catherine 
O’Neil, the experience she had during the 
Ring Melt coupled with 500th Night was 
something she would never forget. 

“The banquet was great,” O’Neil said. 
“I’ve heard great things about Gen. Dempsey 
and being real with your Soldiers and sticking 
with them and not giving up on them is a 
crucial element to being an effective leader 
and that aspect of the speech is really going 
to stick with me going forward in my career.”

Cynthia Hunter, the cadet hostess at West 
Point, said she felt overjoyed watching the 
cadets have a terrific banquet and receive 
knowledge from Dempsey.

“I think this is great because moments like 
this, I think, brings unity to the class. I think 
it lifts their spirits. I’m very proud of them,” 
Hunter said of the Class of 2022.

Dempsey took pictures with cadets and 
advised them on what they have to look 
forward to after leaving West Point. 

“I admire, so much, these young men and 
women who see the troubles the country is 
faced with and are still willing help and be 
a part of the solution,” Dempsey said. “All 
I really wanted to do tonight was encourage 
them to do exactly what they set out to do, 
which is become the best leaders they can to 
take care of their Soldiers and stay optimistic 
about the future.”

Guest speaker and U.S. Military Academy Class of 1974 graduate, retired Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, took the podium during 500th Night Friday at Washington Hall. 
Dempsey devoted 41 years of military service to his country receiving many 
accolades during his long journey. He now stood before a room filled with 
cadets who will now walk the same path as he did all those years ago. Dempsey 
provided some sage advice to the cadets on the importance of leadership.

The U.S. Corps of Cadets hosted the 500th Night Banquet for Class of 2022 cadets with guest speaker retired Gen. 
Martin Dempsey Friday in Washington Hall. Dempsey spoke to the graduating class and then sang with the West Point 
Band’s Sgt. Maj. Mary Kay Messenger as a tribute to the cadets during the banquet.
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By Capt. Pamela Gaulin
West Point Tax Center OIC

The West Point Tax Center is now open 
for scheduling appointments. Appointments 
will be required to receive assistance in tax 
preparation for the 2021 tax filing season. 
All tax preparation will take place virtually. 

However, taxpayers will need to drop off 
relevant documents at the Tax Center, located 
on the fourth floor, Building 606, prior to 
their scheduled appointment time.  

We are only able to prepare a limited 
number of returns during the upcoming 
filing season. 

For  answers  to  some of  the  most 
commonly asked questions,  including 
eligibility for our services, please see below.

Who is eligible for services?
•  Mili tary personnel who returned 

from a combat zone during the 2021 filing 
season and qualify for combat zone filing 
extensions;

• Gold Star Families;
•  Act ive  duty  personnel ,  re t i rees 

and dependents who meet the following 
qualifications:

   — 2020 combined gross income was 

West Point Tax Center is now open for appointments
less than or equal to $57,000;

   — Do not itemize deductions;
  — Did not receive income from their 

own business or farm;
  — Did not receive income from more 

than one rental property;
  — Did not receive self-employment 

income or alimony;
   — Are not required to file Schedule D 

for capital gains.
• If you qualify for our services, but 

during your appointment, it is determined 
that there are additional complexities in 
your tax return, you may be referred to seek 
professional tax preparation services.

• Cadets and cadet candidates will not be 
eligible for these services.

How do I schedule an appointment?
• Call the appointment line at 845-938-

0459.
• The appointment line will be actively 

monitored from 0800-1200 Mondays, and 
0800-1200 Wednesdays-Fridays.

Where is the Tax Center Located?
• The Tax Center is going virtual this 

year.We can prepare taxes via Microsoft 
Teams or telephone based on your preference. • Supporting tax documents will need to 

be dropped off in Building 606, fourth floor 
prior to your scheduled appointment. Follow 
the signs for drop-off and pick-up.

What other resources are available 
if I am ineligible for services through 
the West Point Tax Center?

• IRS Free File Program (https://www.
irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-
taxes-for-free);

•  Mil i t a ry  OneSource  MILTAX 
(https://www.militaryonesource.mil/
financial-legal/tax-resource-center/
miltax-military-tax-services);

• TaxSlayer Military (https://www.

taxslayer.com/products / taxslayer-
military);

• TurboTax Military (https://turbotax.
in tu i t . com/personal - taxes /on l ine /
military-edition.jsp);

•  Or you can locate a local paid 
professional tax preparer certified by the 
IRS (https://irs.treasury.gov/rpo/rpo.
jsf).

Addit ional ly,  the  IRS has  var ious 
resources available to help members of the 
military, veterans, and their families. 

P lease  v is i t  https: / /www.irs .gov/
newsroom/tax-resources-for-military-
members-veterans-and-their-families 
for more information on these resources. 

The West Point Tax Center is now open for scheduling appointments. 
Appointments will be required to receive assistance in tax preparation for the 
2021 tax filing season. All tax preparation will take place virtually. However, 
taxpayers will need to drop off relevant documents at the Tax Center, located 
on the fourth floor, Building 606, prior to their scheduled appointment time.  
             Courtesy Graphic 
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Army scales up joint capabilities as Project Convergence grows 
By Thomas Brading
Army News Service 

WA S H I N G T O N — T h e  A r m y  i s 
ambitiously expanding efforts to develop and 
integrate joint force technologies needed in 
future warfare as part of Project Convergence, 
head of the Army’s Joint Modernization 
Command said Feb. 9.

Army leaders have zeroed in on emerging 
technologies that could help the joint force 
achieve all domain operations, like new 
software, weapons and tactical networks, 
said Col. Tobin Magsig during the virtual 
International Armored Vehicles Conference.

Project Convergence is the Army’s 
contribution to the military-wide Joint All 
Domain Command and Control, or JADC2, 
concept, where data will link together land, 
air, sea, cyber and space capabilities.

Last year, the Army held its first Project 
Convergence series of exercises to test 
JADC2 tactics. As it comes more into focus, 
Army senior leaders are taking those lessons 
learned and applying them to future iterations, 
Magsig said.

The first iteration, held at Yuma Proving 
Ground, Arizona, centered on the Army’s 
tactical fight, he said. 

“(We’re) making sure the Army, as 
part of a joint and multinational force, can 
rapidly and continuously integrate emerging 
technologies and convert (them),” Magsig 
said, “through intelligence gathering, data 
sharing and interoperable systems to ensure 
we’re able to act more rapidly than our 
adversaries.”

For example, Army leaders believe the 
center of gravity behind joint operations 
comes down to tactical networking “and how 
we achieve the most amount of bandwidth 
and how we can ensure we have a resilient 
network that can pass data back and forth,” 
he said.

Scaled up tactical networking capabilities 
will aid artificial intelligence-enabled systems 
on joint battlefields, with testing set to kick 
off in both a lab-based virtual environment 
and in the field. “When you put scientists 
with Soldiers together, that’s where the real 
learning occurs,” he said.

This is evident at the Joint Systems 
Integration Lab, or JSIL, at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Maryland, where some of those 
virtual tests are taking place, according to an 
Army news release last week.

These tests hope to figure out ways to 
transmit more data with less bandwidth, the 
release said. 

“(JSIL) is basically where experimental 
networks (will) connect all our joint services, 
Army battle labs, and we’re able to integrate 
the technology in a distributed way,” Magsig 
said.

The JSIL plans to continue testing 
networking technologies ahead of Project 
Convergence 2021, which is slated to be held 
this fall again at Yuma. Although the missions 
are similar, the scale and execution will be 
much different.

“When you put people in the dirt together 

The Next-Generation Combat Vehicle Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected surrogate conducts a live-fire exercise 
during the Project Convergence capstone event at Yuma Proving Ground, Ariz., Aug. 11-Sept. 18, 2020. The Army is 
ambitiously expanding efforts to develop and integrate joint force technologies needed in future warfare as part of 
Project Convergence, head of the Army’s Joint Modernization Command said Feb. 9. Photo by Spc. Carlos Cuebas Fantauzzi
for five weeks, you get real synergy out there 
and you (have) an opportunity to capture 
data,” he said. And “recode and rework 
algorithms at scale. This has caused us to 
relook at how we do talent management in 
our Army.”

In his experience, Magsig said groups 
with diverse backgrounds find better results. 
Especially in a field where technology 
has developed rapidly. Last year, Project 
Convergence 2020 was ambitious in its own 
right: connect any sensor with any shooter to 
destroy targets.

But, compared to what’s ahead, Project 
Convergence 2020 was “very small,” Magsig 
said. “But we got out of it what we needed. 
So we’re going to increase complexity by 

focusing on multiple threads.”
This year, the project won’t be limited 

to nuanced thinkers from Army Futures 
Command. Units like the 82nd Airborne 
Division and the Army’s newest formation, 
the Multi-Domain Task Force, will play a role.

“We’re going to have those commanders 
and their staffs run vignettes of (various) 
operational tasks,” he said. “We think it’s 
going to be powerful in terms of what we'll 
learn and gain from unit insights instead of 
just Soldiers who live in this stuff every day.”

Besides those formations in the mix, the 
Army assembled a joint data collection team 
from the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air 
Force.

Every service, already integrated in 

yearlong testing efforts, are playing their part 
to connect everything, and will link every 
sensor across their system with any shooter 
to destroy virtually any target, he said.

By 2022, British and Australian militaries 
will be invited to take part in future iterations 
of Project Convergence, Magsig said in the 
virtual conference, which was made up largely 
of foreign troops.

“We need to train and experiment alongside 
(our allies) to make sure the technology 
we’re developing is interoperable with the 
technology you’re developing,” he said. “We 
want to do this openly and transparently, then 
invite the UK and Australia to bring their 
technology and take part alongside us in 
Project Convergence 2022.”
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Happy birthday, President Washington: His connection to West Point, saving the continent
By Brian Wetzler
Retired Coast Guard officer/West Point 
resident

“…He hopes, therefore, that every man’s 
mind and arms, will be ready for action, and 
when called to it, show our enemies, and 
the whole world, that Freemen, contending 
on their own land, are superior to any 
mercenaries on Earth.”   

— Washington’s General Orders, Aug. 
20, 1776. 

 Wi th  those  words ,  Gen .  George 
Washington hoped to brace the fledgling 
Continental Army for its imminent clash with 
the world’s most powerful fighting force. 

The epic struggle that followed, and 
Washington’s role in it ,  is likely well 
understood and appreciated by West Point 
readers. The immeasurable contributions that 
Washington made to creating, protecting and 
nurturing our new republic have, for centuries, 
rightfully commanded the ongoing awe and 
respect of the American people, and that of 
freedom-loving citizens around the world.  

His  s t rength,  vi r tue and s teadfast 
commitment to the cause of liberty helped 
set a standard for virtuous governance rarely 
seen in global history. Perhaps, too, many 
readers share a sense for Washington’s special 
connection to West Point — his key to the 
continent.  

His likeness stands proudly in the center of 
The Plain, and, in a larger sense, Washington 
also stands at the very center of our American 
story — one man; one indispensable man; the 
Father of our Country. 

This past weekend, we honored him on 
the occasion of his 289th birthday. 

Conspicuous celebration of Washington’s 
birthday stretches back to at least February 
1778, when a group of drummers and fifers 
encamped with the Continental Army at 
Valley Forge gathered outside Washington’s 
headquarters for a birthday tribute. 

In February 1781, the French army 
commander, Comte de Rochambeau, wrote 
a letter to Washington informing him that he 
intended to host “a great ball” to mark his 
birthday.  

Washington responded: “The flattering 
distinction paid to the anniversary of my 
birthday is an honor for which I dare not 
attempt to express my gratitude. I confide in 
your Excellency’s sensibility to interpret my 
feelings for this, and for the obliging manner 
in which you are pleased to announce it.” 

Records  f rom Washington’s  br ie f 
“retirement” from public life suggest that 
Washington was hardly one to seek out 
birthday festivities. In fact, he passed the 
majority of his birthdays working quietly 
at Mount Vernon. The American public, 
however, had different ideas.     

By the time Washington was inaugurated 
in 1789, Philadelphia (the seat of national 
government from 1790-1800) was hosting 
large-scale celebrations of his birthday. 
Accompanied by artillery salutes and ringing 
church bells, the prominent citizenry of 
Philadelphia sponsored an elaborate birthday 

His likeness stands proudly in the center of The Plain, and, in a larger sense, George Washington also stands at the 
very center of the American story — one man; one indispensable man; the Father of our Country.           Courtesy Photo 
ball each year, with the President and Mrs. 
Washington often in attendance.  

Also, across the young country, annual 
celebrations were quickly becoming the norm. 
In 1796, an English traveler, Isaac Weld, 
noted, “not one town of importance was there 
in the whole Union where some meeting did 
not take place in honor of this day.”   

On Feb. 22, 1832, on the occasion of 
Washington’s 100th birthday, the U.S. 
Congress officially adjourned to mark and 
celebrate the day. In 1846, the Liberty Bell 
suffered its final, debilitating crack while 
ringing to honor Washington’s Birthday. It 
has not rung since. 

In 1862, the federal government observed 
Washington’s 130th birthday during a joint 
session of Congress in the House chamber. 
Congress was joined by presidential cabinet 

members, 
Supreme Court justices and senior military 

officials, as they listened to the Secretary of 
State, Henry Seward, read aloud the entirety 
of Washington’s Farewell Address. 

Shortly thereafter, the Senate adopted the 
out-loud reading as an annual tradition on Feb. 
22. The practice survives to this day.  

It wasn’t until January 1879, that the 
U.S. Congress officially added George 
Washington’s Birthday to the list of four 
federal holidays that already existed under 
U.S. law. 

Originally celebrated on Washington’s 
actual birthday (Feb. 22), the holiday’s 
observance was officially moved (in 1968) 
to fall on the third Monday in February. This 
occurred as part of the Uniform Monday 
Holiday Act which, contrary to popular belief, 

did not change the official name of the holiday 
to Presidents’ Day [see 5 U.S. Code 1603(a)].  
It always has been, and remains, Washington’s 
Birthday.  

As members of the West Point community, 
we share a responsibility to history to make 
sure we understand the true nature of this 
national day of celebration. 

In i ts  posi t ion of  prominence and 
leadership in the fabric of American culture, 
West Point can help rekindle the meaning of 
this special day, and encourage all Americans 
to embrace, anew, how Washington’s timeless 
legacy continues to bless a proud and free 
nation.  

F o r  s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  b i r t h d a y 
celebrations see Washingtonbirthday.com, 
Mountvernon.org and www.wbcalaredo.
org. 
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Keller Corner: Weekly updates, COVID-19 info

KKeller CCorner
For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus 
information, Keller Army Community Hospital 
notifications, how to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
federal/state/local guidance and the U.S. Military 
Academy and Army Garrison West Point 
webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.mil/
West-Point-COVID-19-INFO/.

COVID-19 vaccine information
The West Point Public Health Town Hall on the COVID-19 vaccine can be found at:
• Keller Army Community Hospital Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/

kellerarmycommunityhospital. 
• Garrison West Point Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/USAGWestPoint. 
• Keller COVID-19 Vaccine Information page at https://keller.tricare.mil/Health-Services/

West-Point-Dept-of-Public-Health/COVID-19-Vaccine-INFO. 

COVID-19 and Your Mental Health
Being aware of your mental health during this Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is 

paramount. We are familiar with viruses like the common cold and flu, but COVID-19 is new 
and presents a situation that none of us could have imagined a few short months ago. 

COVID-19 has resulted in business closures, social distancing and quarantine and/or safety 
measures, which have led to changes in our daily lives. 

There are several steps to reduce anxiety during this pandemic and maintain your mental 
health:

• There are small things that everyone can do, while practicing social distancing or self-
quarantine, to help reduce the amount of anxiety they are experiencing. This includes but is 
not limited to talking to a friend and asking them to be your support, find ways to clear your 
mind — take a walk or use a meditation application, or using resources like the Crisis Text Line 
(Text “MHA” to 741741).

• Realize what you can control and focus on those things that can provide you with some 
comfort.

• Be aware of the signs of anxiety. While it’s normal to be worried and stressed, people with 
anxiety tend to be more exaggerated in their feelings of worry and tension. Some symptoms 
include stomach/digestive problems, increased heart rate, or changes in energy and difficulty 
sleeping. 

Understand that your concerns are valid and your anxiety is real. The statistics prove that 
one out of five people will experience a mental health condition, and five out of five people 
go through a challenge that will affect their mental health. Seeking help is a sign of strength.

Go to https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-
anxiety.html for more information.

KACH accepting mammogram screening appointments
Keller Army Community Hospital is accepting appointments for mammogram screenings. 
The mammogram screening room is located on the first floor — between the Pharmacy and 

Primary Care.
The American Cancer Society says:
• Women ages 40 to 44 should have the choice to start annual breast cancer screening with 

mammograms if they wish to do so.
• Women ages 45 to 54 should get mammograms every year.
• Women ages 55 and older should switch to mammograms every two years, or can continue 

yearly screening.
• Screening should continue as long as a woman is in good health and is expected to live 

10 more years or longer.
• All women should communicate with their primary care physician to be familiar with the 

known benefits, limitations and potential harms linked to breast cancer screening.
“This is a big boost for women’s health services at Keller,” said Col. Amy L. Jackson, 

commander, Keller Army Community Hospital. “I am glad to see mammogram screenings back 
online and encourage everyone to utilize this service.”

Mammogram screening appointments can be scheduled through the Keller Radiology 
Department at 845-938-2714, Monday through Friday between 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

 
KACH Pharmacy continues “in-car medication delivery”

The Keller Army Community Hospital Pharmacy continues “in-car medication delivery” as 
a way for patients to receive their medications.

 POINTIN FOCUS: KELLER CORNER UPDATES

This is being done to prevent the spread of illness and to facilitate social distancing by 
reducing the amount of beneficiaries in the waiting room.  

The in-car, drive-up delivery is done in two easy steps:
1. Call the pharmacy at least two hours prior to arriving. The pharmacy will prepare your 

medications to be ready when you arrive. Call 845-938-2271/6619/3812. The pharmacy staff 
will coordinate a time for you to come pick up your medication within about two hours.

2. When you arrive at the pharmacy, pull in to one of the numbered pharmacy parking 
spaces—in the upper parking area, and call the pharmacy again to have a hospital representative 
bring out your medications out to you.

The in-car dispensing service is available from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Friday, except 
for Thursdays from 2-3 p.m., when the pharmacy is closed for training.

Beneficiaries, or the representative, picking up medications must provide either a photocopy 
of their DOD ID card, or a high-quality photo (smart phone is acceptable) of the front and back 
of the beneficiary’s ID card.

Beneficiaries that are subject to restriction of movement (self-quarantine or self-isolation) 
can either coordinate through their chain-of-command for a representative to pick-up their 
medication, or a beneficiary’s sponsor or representative can pick up their medication.

For any questions concerning the ‘in-car’ dispensing procedures, contact the Keller Pharmacy 
at 845-938-2271.

JOES lets KACH know ‘how we are doing’
Did you receive a Joint Outpatient Experience Survey (JOES) in the mail after your visit to 

Keller Army Community Hospital? If so, let us know how we did.
JOES has replaced the Army Provider Level Satisfaction Survey (APLSS). JOES will combine 

and standardize long-standing methods used by the Army, Navy, Air Force and Defense Health 
Agency/National Capital Region to learn about beneficiary health care experiences with the 
goal of making them better. 

This single outpatient-visit based instrument will assist military treatment facilities with 
their goal of becoming a high reliability organization.

Keller requests that you don’t forget to fill out the survey if you receive it in the mail. Keller 
values you your comments and suggestions. 

Keller clinics can receive up to $1,000 for each “completely satisfied” survey returned. 
Surveys returned with satisfactory marks help us keep our clinics up to date with the latest 
equipment and services available to you.
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MWR ANNOUNCEMENTS
CYS Spring Rec Sports Registration ongoing

Registration for the Child & Youth Services recreational sports programs is ongoing for 
military and DOD civilians only and Monday for all other eligible people. 

Registration will end on March 5. Register is for soccer, T-ballbaseball, fl ag football or 
the run club. 

The spring session is from March 29-May 27. To register, call the Youth Sports Offi  ce at 
845-938-0939/4458.

CYS Teen Movie Night
A CYS free movie night will be held from 5:30-8 p.m. Feb. 26. The movie “The Hunger 

Games” will be shown on a large infl atable screen at the Youth Center gymnasium located at 500 
Washington Road. 

It is open to youth in grades 6-12. A permission slip is required and available at the Youth 
Center or by emailing david.a.walters63.naf@mail.mil. For more details, call 845-938-3727 or 
visit westpointcys.com.

Perfecting Your Parallel — Adult Ski Clinics
Improve your parallel skiing with MWR’s adult ski clinics at the Victor Constant Ski Area.
The clinics will be held from noon-2 p.m. March 7. There is a nominal fee per a clinic. 

Patrons must be over 18 and able to make parallel turns on blue slope. 
All lessons and clinics must be reserved online at victorconstantski.com. For more 

details, call 845-938-8810.

Winter Art To Go Home Craft Kits 
West Point Arts & Crafts is off ering craft kits to take home and enjoy for a nominal price. 
Pottery-to-go projects includes pottery piece, paint and fi ring. Canvas kit includes 

11”x14”canvas paint and instructions. Pallet Kit includes 6”x24” board, wood, stencil, brushes, 
paint and instructions. 

For more details, call 845-938-4812 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

Victor Constant Ski Area ski passes on sale online
The Victor Constant Ski Area 2020-21 ski passes can be purchased online at victorconstantski.

com. There is also seasonal equipment and locker rentals available online. 
For more details, call 845-938-8810 or visit www.victorconstantski.com.

Victor Constant Ski Lodge locker rentals
There are 85 seasonal lockers on the lower fl oor of the Class of ‘48 Victor Constant Ski 

Lodge available for rental annually for occupancy by eligible patrons. 
Seasonal lockers are capable of holding two sets of skis, boots and poles, or four pairs of 

skis. Locks are not included. 
There is a nominal fee for the seasonal locker rentals. 
To register online, visit victorconstantski.com or call 845-938-8810 for more details.

Lake Frederick Winter Cabin Rentals through March 31
Enjoy Lake Frederick this fall and winter season. Bunk House rentals will be available to 

rent through March 31 at a nominal fee. The rentals include heat, mini fridge, picnic table, 
fi re ring and charcoal grill. 

Now available, four family style cabins with dining and table sitting area. Wood, bagged 

FEATURED EVENT

ice and Lake Frederick patches available for purchase. 
For more details or to book your reservations online, visit westpoint.armymwr.com or 

call 845-938-2503.

Framing and engraving with West Point Arts and Crafts
The custom framing experts at West Point Arts and Crafts can turn any achievement into 

a timeless work of art. Choose from over 500 quality moldings, 450 acid-free mats and opt 
for UV-Protective glass to prevent fading. 

Arts and Crafts also off er engraving for any special occasion. 
Give them a call for any special engraving items you may have. 
Arts and Crafts easy and quick pricing allows you to design to your budget. For more 

details, call 845-938-4812.

Cadet only hours at the West Point Bowling Center
The cadet only expanded hours at the West Point Bowling Center are from 7:30-11 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday nights. Closure is still at 7:30 p.m. for the larger West Point community. 
Outdoor seating has been added for food/beverage consumption. Indoor dining is permitted 

with social distancing measures. For more information, call 845-938-2140 or visit westpoint.
armymwr.com.

ODR Cadet Paintball Weekend Packages are ongoing
Cadet Paintball weekend packages are available from the Outdoor Equipment Checkout 

Center. Advanced appointment with minimum 20 participants is required to reserve the course.  
Cost includes gun rental, 500 paintballs, pizza, a non-alcoholic beverage and two hours of 

course time. For more details, call 845-938-0123 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

West Point Bowling Center Pizza Delivery 
Order your pizza for delivery today at the West Point Bowling Center. Delivery hours 

are 11 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Monday-Friday and noon-7:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday for West Point 
residents only. All menu items are deliverable. Call 845-938-2140.

Dinner-To-Go Delivery Service for West Point residents
A few new menu items for the West Point Club’s Dinner-To-Go includes chicken wings, 

eggplant parmesan, stuff ed chicken breast, beef and broccoli, mashed potatoes with gravy 
and banana cream pie. 

The Dinner-To-Go is available Monday-Friday. Place your order by 2 p.m. that day and 
specify a pick up time between 4–6:30 p.m. and pick up your meal at the West Point Club’s 
Benny Havens Lounge. 

Servings for four or six are available for a nominal fee. For pricing and menu items, visit 
thewestpointclub.com or call 845-446-5506/5504.

Evening Hours for Recreational Shooting
The Tronsrue Marksmanship Center is now open for recreational shooting during the evening. 

It is located at 665 Tower Road, adjacent to the Gillis Field House. 
The hours of operation are 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday, 6:30-9 p.m. Thursday and 

Friday and closed Saturday-Monday. Recreational shooting is open to all DOD cardholders and 
their guests. There are gun rentals, ammunition and targets for sale. For more information about 
rules and guidelines, call 845-938-1700.

2021 Camping Reservations
Reservations for the 2021 camping season is ongoing for active duty military and begins Feb. 

16 for all other eligible personnel. 
Book your reservation noon-4 p.m. Monday-Friday by calling 845-935-8810 or 845-938-2503.

ACS Employment Readiness Program ongoing
Are you seeking employment? Do you need assistance with your resume? Are you in search of 

local employment resources? If you answered yes to any of these, contact the ACS Employment 
Readiness Program for assistance at 845-938-5654. 

For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

(NEW) CYS School Age Center Summer Camp registration 
Online registration is ongoing for MWR’s Child and Youth Services Summer Camps 2021. 

Summer Camp School age care runs June through August for military and civilian personnel. 
Children who have completed grades K-5 registered with CYS Services are eligible. The 

program hours are 6 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. Request care at MilitaryChildCare.com. 
All civilian and military families must request care on MilitaryChildCare.com to register for 

Summer Camp School age care. 
For more details, call 845-938-4458/0939 or visit on the web at westpointcys.com.

Night Sky Snowshoeing Adventure
Join MWR for a night-time snowshoe adventure to the top of Victor Constant Ski Area.
This event takes place at 7:30 p.m. Saturday and Feb. 27. Registration includes 

snowshoes, trekking poles and a bonfi re with S’mores at the top of the mountain for a 
nominal price. 

To register, call 845-938-7060.
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Orange County 4-H Offering Vet Science 
Program for Youth

Cornell Cooperative Extension Orange 
County’s 4-H Youth Development Program is 
collaborating with Rockland and Livingston 
counties on an exciting program that will be 
offered virtually on a platform called Flipgrid. 

“Intro to Vet Science” is a class for youth 
ages 8-19 that will include seven sessions at 6 
p.m. every Tuesday beginning March 9 through 
April 20.

Does your child love animals and want to 
learn more about different species? Is your child 
interested in becoming a veterinarian? This 
program will fit the bill, so have them join our 
new online 4-H Vet Science Club. 

This program will introduce youth to the 
importance of animal health in a wide variety 
of species. 

Youth will hear from experts in the vet 
science field as well as engage in some hands-on 
activities and learning.

The 4-H Vet Science Club will help your 
child explore and learn more about animal 
health. 

It  also allows youth to appreciate the 
importance of good management and sanitation 
practices in keeping animals healthy and happy. 

For more details and to register, visit www.
CCEOrangeCounty.org/events.

The registration deadline is 3 p.m. March 1. 
Please contact Margaret May Smith at 

mms426@cornell.edu or call 845-344-1234 with 
any questions.

West  Point  Family Homes LifeWorks 
program offers events and activities throughout 
the year to foster community spirit and a strong 
neighborhood environment. 

Like us on our Facebook page at West Point 
Family Housing resident portal to find out 
new information and updates regarding about 
community and LifeWorks events. 

Join us whenever possible for LifeWorks 
events. The events are always free and open 
to current West Point Family Homes residents. 

These are the LifeWorks events for February:

• Snow Sculptures—Enjoy the winter 
sunshine, fresh air and snowy months. We 
love to see pictures of any snowmen, igloos, 
ice sculptures or anything creative made out 
of snow. 

Please email pictures to jgellman@bbcgrp.
com. We will be accepting photos until the last 
snowfall. 

• To find out about our upcoming events, 
you can “like” us on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/WestPointFamilyHousing/ or on 
The Resident Portal under “Calendar Events.”  
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Abdelnour, Farrell help Army hockey extend streak
With two goals apiece from sophomores forward Brett Abdelnour (above) and defenseman Thomas Farrell, the Army West Point hockey team extended its 
unbeaten streak to eight games with an impressive 5-1 win over Bentley on Saturday night at Tate Rink.                  Photo by Army Athletic Communications 

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

With two goals apiece from sophomores 
forward Brett Abdelnour and defenseman 
Thomas Farrell, the Army West Point hockey 
team extended its unbeaten streak to eight games 
with an impressive 5-1 win over Bentley on 
Saturday night at Tate Rink. 

Army is letting the nation take notice with 
a 7-0-1 record in its last eight games and the 
Black Knights have earned league points in 
nine-consecutive contests. During the stretch, 
Army has not allowed more than two goals 
since Jan. 16.  

“What has been really neat during this 
stretch is seeing all the different people that are 
contributing, as far as scoring goals,” head coach 
Brian Riley said. “This team has just gained a 
lot of confidence and when we come to the rink 
now, our guys really expect to win.” 

The Black Knights found the back of the net 
first in tonight’s win with 14:10 on the clock in 
the first period with Farrell scoring his second 
of the year on a rush up ice. 

Freshman forward Lincoln Hatten blocked 
a shot at the blue line and junior forward Daniel 

Haider collected the loose puck and skated 
through the neutral zone. He connected with 
Farrell and the defensemen went top shelf for 
the tally and a 1-0 lead.  

The second period was a wild one as Army 
took a 4-1 lead into the final frame. Bentley tied 
the game with 11:32 left with Brendan Hamlet 
scoring with assists to Jakov Novak and Brendan 
Walkom.  

Junior forward Colin Bilek answered 
Bentley’s goal 29 seconds later to put Army back 
on top. Senior forward Mason Krueger scooped 
up a loose puck in front of senior goaltender 
Trevin Kozlowski and took off on the break. He 
slid the puck over to freshman forward Mitch 
Machlitt along the left side boards in the Bentley 
zone and Bilek was the trailer on the play. 
Machlitt connected with Bilek, who was wide 
open and he beat Fraser Kirk to regain the lead.  

Army scored its third of the night off a 
faceoff in the offensive zone to make it 3-1 with 
8:54 remaining in the second period. Junior 
forward Eric Butte won the faceoff towards the 
goaltender and Abdelnour helped it along and 
between the pads for his first goal of the season.  

Farrell continued his career night with his 
second tally on a beautiful one-timer from the 

left dot. Senior forward John Laurito got a 
drop pass from Hatten and slid the puck cross-
ice to Farrell and he let one loose to make it 
4-1 Black Knights in the last moments of the 
second period.  

“I’ve got to say I don’t remember the last 
time I scored two in one night, but I definitely 
don’t remember being on a team that’s won eight 
in a row the way we have,” Farrell said after the 
game. “This is a really special group of guys 
and I’m looking forward to what this team has 
to offer moving into the tail end of the season.” 

Army lit the lamp for the final time on the 
night with Abdelnour scoring his second of night 
as well. The goal came on the power play with 
an assist to Hatten and senior defenseman Matt 
Berkovitz. Abdelnour was all alone in front from 
Hatten took a shot from the left circle and he 
collected the rebound and hit the open net for 
his first career multi-goal game.  

The Black Knights were 1-for-6 on the 
power play and kept Bentley off the board on 
just one chance. Kozlowski made 21 saves in 
net to earn his ninth win of the season. 

 
Highlights and notes  
• Army is unbeaten in its last nine league 

games. 
• Army remains in the third spot in the 

league standings with 28 points and is only one 
point behind Robert Morris.  

• The Black Knights are riding a seven-game 
unbeaten streak, which is the longest since the 
2007-08 season. 

• Kozlowski is now unbeaten in his last 
10 starts. 

• Kozlowski has given up two or less goals 
in his last nine starts and Army is 8-0-1 in those 
games. 

• Army scored five goals in a game for the 
third time this season. 

• Army has now had five different players 
tally multi-goal games this season. 

• Both Abdelnour and Farrell had their first 
multi-goal games of their careers.  

• Army now has 16 power play goals on 
the season by eight different skaters with five 
coming in the last three games.  

• Bilek extended his point-scoring streak 
to eight games with his goal tonight and has at 
least a point in 12 of his last 13 games with 12 
goals and five assists for 17 points. 

• Hatten had his second multi-point game 
of the season. 
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Women’s basketball falls to BU in road tilt
The Army West Point women’s basketball team (9-10) fell on the road to Boston University (8-1), 65-53, Sunday afternoon at Case Gym in Boston. The Black 
Knights were led by junior guard Alisa Fallon (above), who finished with 17 points on 6-13 shooting.      Photo by Matt Woolverton for Army Athletic Communications 

By JJ Klein
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point women’s basketball 
team (9-10) fell on the road to Boston University 
(8-1), 65-53, Sunday afternoon at Case Gym 
in Boston.

“I'm very proud of the way we competed,” 
Army head coach Dave Magarity said. “I mean 
BU is a terrific team. I’m not sure who the best 
team is between them and Bucknell in the league 
right now.”

The Black Knights trailed for most of the 
contest, but hung around with the Terriers squad 

which is now 8-1 on the season. Army cut BU’s 
advantage to 52-47 by the 6:28 mark of the 
fourth quarter, but the Terriers used a late 13-3 
run to push ahead by 15 with just under two 
minutes remaining to secure the win.

Army was led by junior guard Alisa Fallon, 
who finished with 17 points on 6-13 shooting. 
Also finishing in double figures for the Cadets 
was junior forward Kate Murray, who finished 
with 10. 

The Terriers had four members score in 
double-digits led by Maren Durant’s 13 points.

Fallon played a part in five of the seven 
made field goals in the opening quarter, 

knocking down two shots and assisting on three. 
Army shot 7-16 in the first quarter and was 3-6 
from beyond-the-arc. However, BU shot at 
62.5% clip in the first to help the Terriers hold 
a 21-17 lead.

Both teams cooled off in the second quarter 
with Army shooting 3-13 and the Terriers were 
6-17 on their field goal attempts. BU closed out 
the half on a 6-0 scoring run to take the 36-27 
lead into the locker room.

Army shot 7-17 from the field in the third 
quarter, while BU was 8-21. 

The Terriers still managed to outscore the 
Cadets in the frame largely due their eight 

second chance points.
 
Notes and highlights
• This was the 13th time this season that the 

Cadets scored in double digits and was the 34th 
time of her career.

• Fallon also dished out five helpers, to mark 
her fifth five-assist game of the season.

• Murray registered her seventh double-digit 
scoring game this season, which is second on 
the team.

• The Black Knights committed just nine 
turnovers.

• Fifty of BU’s 65 points came in the paint.
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Gymnastics fi nishes third in All-Academy meet
The Army West Point men's gymnastics team placed third in the All-Academy meet Saturday afternoon with a score of 377.85. Navy claimed fi rst place with 
a score 395.2, while Air Force came in second at 379.1. (Above) Sophomore Corban Barstow posted Army’s highest score of the day with a mark of 13.35. 
                              Photo by Jon MalinoWski for Army Athletic Communications

HOCKEY

SATURDAY, 7:05 P.M.—BENTLEY, TATE RINK.

TUESDAY, TBD—HOLY CROSS, TATE RINK.

FEB. 26, 5:05 P.M.—LIU, TATE RINK.

FEB. 27, 7:05 P.M.—LIU, TATE RINK.

MEN'S BASKETBALL

SATURDAY, TBD—HOLY CROSS, CHRISTL ARENA.

SUNDAY, TBD —HOLY CROSS, WORCESTER, MASS.

GYMNASTICS

SATURDAY, 1 P.M.—SPRINGFIELD, GROSS CENTER (VIRTUAL).

Sports calendarSports calendar

**VIEW ARMY WEST POINT SCHEDULE AT WWW.GOARMYWESTPOINT.COM/CALENDAR.ASPX?.
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#10 Army rifle sets program record in win over #6 Nebraska

The No. 10 Army West Point rifl e team set a new program record in its win over No. 6 Nebraska. The Black Knights topped the Cornhuskers, 4,689-4,677, Saturday 
morning at the Tronsrue Marksmanship Center. Army’s smallbore mark of 2,333 is a program record based on the NCAA course change instituted during the 
2013-14 season. All four of Army’s scorers posted scores above 580 in smallbore, led by the team’s senior captain Clayton Hanson (above), who matched a 
career high with a score of 586.             nPhoto by Army Athletic Communications

By JJ Klein
Army Athletic Communications

The No. 10 Army West Point rifl e team set a new program 
record in its win over No. 6 Nebraska. The Black Knights topped 
the Cornhuskers, 4,689-4,677, Saturday morning at the Tronsrue 
Marksmanship Center.

“We had a pretty good day, today. We put it all together in 
smallbore and that made the big diff erence,” Army head coach 
Web Wright said. “In the past, we’ve put a couple of good 
individual scores forward but lacked all of the depth we are 
capable of. Today, everyone was on.”

Army’s smallbore mark of 2,333 is a program record based on 
the NCAA course change instituted during the 2013-14 season. 
All four of Army’s scorers posted scores above 580 in smallbore, 
led by the team’s senior captain Clayton Hanson, who matched 
a career high with a score of 586. 

Junior Lauren McMahan and freshman Kyle Kutz had the 
team’s second highest score at 583. Freshman Anusha Pakkam 

rounded out the scoring at 581.
“Our team had a great performance today with three shooting 

individual PRs in addition to our team’s program record,” Hanson 
said. "I am proud of everyone for how they performed on the 
range today but even more proud for the way they acted as a 
team, encouraging and supporting their teammates this week. 
Shooting may appear to be an individual sport but you can’t win 
by yourself; it takes a team to be successful. I’m looking forward 
to our team's next match.”

 The Black Knights top mark prior to the course change was 
2,337 set on Nov. 10, 2007 against TCU by the team that went 
on to fi nish second at the NCAA Championships.

“A win is always nice. But even better was that we replaced 
a score that counts toward NCAA qualifi cation. That should help 
us close the gap little,” Wright said.

Aggregate: Army 4,689, Nebraska 4,677 
• Hanson led the way with an aggregate score of 1,178.
• McMahan had the second highest tally at 1,174.

• Elena Flake posted the highest score of the day for Nebraska 
at 1,175.

• Kyle Kutz (1,171) and senior Kaitlyn Kutz (1,168) fi nished 
fi fth and sixth, respectively.

Smallbore: Army 2,333, Nebraska 2,314
• The Black Knights had all four of their scorers with marks 

over 580: Hanson (586), McMahan (583), Kyle Kutz (583) and 
Pakkam (581).

• Kaitlyn Kutz fi nished just outside the scoring at 578.
• Additionally, freshman Claudia Sigel posted a career-high 

mark of 575.

Air Rifl e: Nebraska 2,363, Army 2,356 
• Hanson again posted the highest score for the Cadets in air 

rifl e at 592, which was good for third overall.
• McMahan scored a 591 to take fourth, while Kaitlyn Kutz 

was right behind her at 590 for fi fth.
• Kyle Kutz rounded out the scoring with a mark of 588.


