
1feBrUarY 11, 2021Pointer View  ®
SerVinG tHe U.S. MilitarY aCadeMY and tHe CoMMUnitY of weSt Point 

Vol. 78, no. 5
dUtY, Honor, CoUntrY

feBrUarY 11, 2021

®

www.weStPoint.edU tHetHe

SEE STORY ON PAGE 3
• •

Pointer ViewPointer ViewPointer View  Pointer View  Pointer View  

®

Wright earns Flipper honors
U.S. Military Academy 1965 graduate Joseph Anderson (left) presents the Henry O. Flipper Award to Class of 2021 Cadet Markus Wright (right) during the Flipper 
Award ceremony Feb. 4 at the Cadet Mess Hall. West Point held its annual Henry O. Flipper commemoration dinner to honor Flipper, the fi rst African-American 
West Point graduate, and the award recipient who overcame many obstacles to succeed, which is the basis of the award, at the academy.  

Photo by Tarnish Pride/USMA PAO 
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Plebes contemplate majors during open house
(Left photo) Class of 2022 Cadet 
Katherine King (left) is using an 
Xbox controller to test a robotic 
module known as an “omni 
tank” she helped build while Lt. 
Col. Steven Crews (right), an 
assistant professor in the Civil 
and Mechanical Engineering 
department  at  West  Point , 
oversees the process during the 
Academic Majors Open House 
Feb. 3. (Lower left photo) Class 
of 2021 Cadet Andreas Sayed is 
going over data for the robotic 
module called “the arm” during 
Academic Majors Open House. 
(Below) Class of 2023 Cadets 
Alexander Disalvo (left) and Alvin 
Ye (right) are working together on 
a part they will attach to a robot 
during Academic Majors Open 
House. Plebe cadets make one 
of the most important decisions 
of their educational experience at 
West Point as they decide what 
their majors, such as CME, will be 
from information gathered at  the 
Academic Majors Open House for 
the Class of 2024. 
     Photos by JorGe Garcia/PV
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Accepting adversity, but never losing hope: Wright receives Flipper Award
By Jorge Garcia
Staff Writer 

 
Imagine, if you will, trying to survive in a city in Georgia 

ranked ninth in the state for violent crimes during 2015. Now 
imagine, during 2015, trying to make it through high 
school and maintain your grades while avoiding the possibility 
of getting fatally wounded by an armed passerby. These were 
among the many circumstances Class of 2021 Cadet Markus 
Wright had to consider whenever he took a step outside his 
home in the dangerous parts of Columbus, Georgia.  

“Throughout my four years of high school, I was losing 
friends to gang violence,” Wright said as he reflected on his 
journey as a young teenager avoiding the traps most teens, 
without proper guidance, would find themselves in.  

Regardless of the negative traction Columbus receives on 
news outlets, the city still manages to produce individuals who, in 
the face of adversity, put honor and service to one’s country above 
all things. For Wright, he exemplified that virtue when he received 
the Flipper Award on Feb. 4 at the U.S. Military Academy. 

The Flipper Award pays homage to Henry O. Flipper, the first 
African American to graduate from West Point in 1877. During 
his tenure at West Point, Flipper battled through systemic racism 
that was blatantly apparent at the time.  

Despite the overwhelming odds against him, Flipper 
managed to forge a path to success and became an Army officer.  

Nevertheless, the success of gaining officership would 
eventually be met with controversy and the heavy hand of systemic 
racism. In 1881, Flipper was suspected of embezzling thousands 
of dollars in commissary funds. However, even with the 
dubious claim, a court-martial did not find him guilty. Despite 
being acquitted, he was dishonorably discharged in 1882 for 
“unbecoming conduct.” 

While Flipper grappled with the machinations of systemic 
racism, Wright was faced with the gang violence and poverty that 
crippled his neighborhood.  

“We have every gang from the Rollin’ Crips to the 
the Gangster Disciples — we also have Hells Angels in 
pockets of the community,” Sheriff Gregory Countryman said 
as he explained, throughout his 30 years of experience in law 
enforcement, how dangerous it can be in Columbus. “Just in 
Muskogee county jail we’ve been able to identify over 150 
different gangs.” 

Countryman met Wright when he was in the ninth grade at 
the Jordan Vocational High School. Since then, the two developed 
a close bond with Wright acknowledging Countryman as one of 
his mentors. 

“My son introduced me to him and what I can tell you 
about Markus is that he’s determined, he is kind, he is very 
considerate and, not too long ago, he made it a point to come by 
the office and visit me when he was in (Columbus),” Countryman 
said. “I told him then, ‘I’m going to call you general because 
one day you are going to be pinned with the rank of a four star.’” 

Despite Countryman’s praise, Wright said that he can never 
allow himself to become complacent due to the vital nature of his 
goal. Wright believes that in order for his community to evolve 
from the violence and poverty that consumes it, access to quality 
education is needed to shape the lives of the youths who attend 
Jordan Vocational High School. With more quality education, 
more opportunities are available for young teenagers, which 
means they are less likely to affiliate with gangs.  

“I’m talking with my former guidance counselor Jana 
Rudd and Sheriff Countryman and we’re trying to work on 
the qualifications for setting up a scholarship and we’re also 
trying to form a committee to see who will be able to get the 
scholarship,” Wright said. “I’m trying to set up and find sponsors 
and convince them to (provide) scholarships for one male and 
one female every year.” 

Wright’s commitment to help his community also stems from 
a tragic and personal event the occurred several years ago. He lost 
two of his best friends, Jowhan Armstead and R.J. Cummings, to 

gang violence while he was going through Cadet Basic Training. 
“I played a lot of football with R.J. throughout high 

school and Jowhan and I have been best friends since elementary 
and middle school and I lost them, around the same time that 
basic training was going on, to gang violence,” Wright said. “It 
was especially hard because you’re going through basic training 
and you’re going through the experience and get the news that 
there are friends that you’ll never see and talk to again.” 

Coupled with the impact of losing his best friends was 
hearing the news that his biological father had passed away 
last year. 

“My biological dad passed away and even though he wasn’t 
really in my life, it still challenged me because it was something 
that was always on my mind — why didn’t we ever have that 
relationship,” Wright said.  

These tragic moments throughout his journey at West 
Point strengthens his resolve and gives him the urgency he needs 
to see his goal all the way through to the end. With the support of 
his family, friends and key leaders of his community, he continues 
to push forward with raising funds for the scholarship. 

“I look forward to working with (Wright) on funding this 
scholarship. Last night, I had dinner with Congressman Sanford 
Bishop of the Georgia Second Congressional District, and he says 
he is interested in working with Wright,” Countryman said. “I 
showed (Bishop) a picture of him receiving the Flipper Award 
and with him working in U.S. Congress for 20-plus years and 
seeing the lengths Wright is willing to reach to get the work 
done, he asked me to pass on his number to him so he can help 
out in any shape, form or fashion.” 

Countryman also added he had lunch earlier during 
the week with the President of the Columbus Chamber of 
Commerce, Don DePerro, who took an interest in the scholarship 
fund. DePerro stated he would be reaching out to Wright in the 
near future to discuss plans for the scholarship.  

“I bring Markus up to everybody that I can to get sources 
for funding and whenever he gets back here, he can tell his story 
to the students at the high school,” Countryman said. “I want 
people to get excited about Markus because we need to learn to 
celebrate our young people when they commit themselves to the 
community this way. We need to value our young people and let 
them know that they are valued.” 

And so, the day had finally come when Wright was honored at 
West Point for overcoming personal obstacles. Cadets, West Point 
leadership and special guests flocked to Washington Hall to 
participate in the Flipper Dinner leading up to Wright receiving 

his award. During the ceremony, a video of Henry O. Flipper’s 
story was displayed on the screen followed by a performance 
from the West Point Gospel Choir.  

Guest speaker and USMA Class of 1965 graduate Joseph 
B. Anderson said he was thrilled to return to West Point 
and speak on his experiences as a cadet and as an infantry 
officer during the Vietnam War. He also provided insight to 
Wright and the Corps of Cadets as they prepare to embark on 
their own personal journeys as officers. 

“I’m excited about this ceremony because it’s giving me a 
chance to share with cadets how far things have progressed from 
my days here when there were only four African Americans and 
this year’s class has 212,” Anderson said. “I say this in the spirit 
of continued progression — seeing cadet Wright receiving the 
Flipper Award reinforces what I know — in that because of the 
developmental capacity of West Point, he and others will stick 
to it and get through anything and so, for me it’s no surprise he 
won the award. I’m very proud of him and proud to speak on 
his behalf at this award ceremony.”  

After the award ceremony, Wright reflected on the anxiousness 
he felt leading up the event. During rehearsal, Class of 2021 
Cadet Riley McGinnis advised him on how to comport himself 
during the ceremony, Wright said. 

“As we started making our way to the Mess Hall, I started 
to feel the butterflies — I got nervous seeing everybody there 
— it was like playing at a football game again,” Wright said. 
“When it’s go time and the game is on, the butterflies go away. 
Once I got up to the table and took my seat, I started talking 
with the superintendent, Mr. Anderson, Riley and then it just 
all felt natural.” 

 The only thing that made receiving the award bittersweet for 
Wright was knowing his mother and stepfather wouldn’t be able 
to attend the ceremony. However, she was able to watch the live 
stream of the event and for Wright, it felt like his parents were 
there in spirit, he said.  

“My mother is so proud — she cried throughout the 
ceremony. My stepdad was super proud and the most important 
thing I can ever do in regard to receiving the award is give my 
love and thanks to my parents,” Wright said. “My parents literally 
gave me everything. My mother struggled for so long to get me 
where I am today. My parents are the reason I’m here today 
and the reason that I’ve accomplished everything I’ve done at 
West Point and I just want add that this award is not just for me 
but for all the cadets and the people of Columbus who struggle 
through adversity.” 

 

(From left to right) Class of 2021 Cadet Riley McGinnis, U.S. Military Academy 1965 graduate Joseph 
Anderson, Class of 2021 Cadet Markus Wright and the Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. Curtis Buzzard 
stand at attention as Wright receives an award for the obstacles he overcame throughout his tenure at 
West Point during the annual Henry O. Flipper Commemoration Dinner at the Cadet Mess Hall Feb. 4.  
                    Photo by Tarnish Pride/USMA PAO
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Class of 2021 cadets choose their destiny during Post Night
Story and photo by Jorge Garcia
PV Staff Writer  

Class of 2021 cadets rejoiced during the 
annual Post Night ceremony on Feb. 3 as all of the 
first class cadets got to decide, based on the branch 
they selected and the order of merit, where their 
first Army duty station will be and became one 
step closer to graduating from the U.S. Military 
Academy. After commissioning as second 
lieutenants and completing their Basic Officer 
Leader Course, cadets will assume their first 
command post for about the next three years.  

Based on the fol lowing branches, 
cadets selected their duty locations: Infantry 
234, Field Artillery 169, Engineering 111, Armor 
111, Aviation 90, Air Defense 52, Cyber 41, 
Ordnance 31, Signal Corps 28, Quarter Master 
25, Military Intelligence 21, Chemical Corps 
17, Transportation 16, Military Police 13 and 
Military Science 10.

Post Night started with the Infantry Branch 
in Eisenhower Hall Theatre where brigade-level 
assignments and school dates were displayed on 
stage. Cadets waited with anticipation to be called 
on stage where they would be given 30 seconds 
to select their post and unit.  

“Cadets are seated accordingly for their 
post selections based on the order of merit list. 
The highest ranked cadet within their branch 
makes their selections first. After the highest 
ranked makes their selection, it then it trickles 
down to where the rest of the cadets choose 
their pick,” Capt. Romedy Murr, the platoon 
operations instructor at West Point, said. “To 
do this effectively, we were able to leverage the 
experience of staff and faculty to help cadets 
make the post decisions.”

At Eisenhower Hall Theatre, Murr took the 
podium and called out the names of the cadets. As 
Class of 2021 Cadet Andrew Mizell was called 
up to pick his unit and duty station, Murr chanted 

loudly, “Rakkasans, Rakkasans,” which is the 
nickname for the 187th Infantry Regiment of the 
101st Airborne Division. 

“Rakkasans!” Murr shouted over the mic 
as he was thrilled that Mizell selected the 
187th Infantry Division. “My new favorite 
cadet,” Murr said of Mizell.

For Class of 2021 Cadet Allen-George 
Marcelino, branching into Quartermaster, he felt 
great relief in choosing the 7th Transportation 
Brigade at Fort Lee, Virginia.  

“I noticed that once you get selected for your 
branch and finally choose what unit you want to 
be a part of, a lot cadets tend to get more mature 
because now they can focus and hone in on their 
skill-sets based on what their job is,” Marcelino 
said. 

Class of 2021 Shaneka Bernard said she is 
looking forward to being commissioned and 
joining the 210th Field Artillery at Camp Casey, 
South Korea. 

“It feels great to know where you’re 
going and that allows you to start building 
a framework that will allow you to fit in with 
your new unit,” Bernard said. “I just feel like 
it’s almost a culminating event — like you know 
you’re going to be in a unit and there is a platoon 
and staff waiting on you, so I think it’s a pretty 
fulfilling moment.” 

Despite the academic challenges West Point 
provided throughout her four-year tenure, Class 
of 2021 Cadet Stephanie Myles understands 
how difficult big Army’s challenges will be and 
is looking forward to it.  

“I think it’s about taking that next step,” 
Myles said as she explained how fulfilling it was 
to finally pick the 2nd Infantry Division Combat 
Aviation Brigade at Camp Humphreys, South 
Korea. “It’s just one step closer to graduation 
and finally leading Soldiers and this event is 
like Shaneka said, ‘culminating’ and I think the 
feeling is amazing.” 

Class of 2021 Cadet Gabrielle White, one of two females who branched Infantry, selected her unit and duty station during Post Night on Feb. 3. The Class of 2021 
is one step closer to ending its tenure at the U.S. Military Academy.  After commissioning as second lieutenants, the cadets will assume their first command 
post for about the next three years after finishing their Basic Officer Leader Course. The Post Night event was live-streamed as cadets were given 30 seconds 
to make their post and unit selection and were called based on their class order of merit rank.  
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By Maj. Kyle J. Wolfley
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r , 
International Affairs
Department of Social Sciences

U.S. Strategic Command’s 
(STRATCOM) Academic Alliance 
hosted a  vir tual  Experient ia l 
Learning Event (ELE) for West Point 
Social Sciences 491 cadets as part 
of the International Affairs Senior 
Project on Jan. 28. 

A program within the Department 
of Social Sciences, the IA Senior 
Project provides an opportunity 
for 15 cadets to develop an indepth 
research assignment on behalf of a 
“client” organization.  

SS491 cadet projects focus on 
topics of strategic deterrence and 
assurance as part of STRATCOM’s 
efforts to foster the next generation 
of national security enterprise 
professionals. 

Cadets enrolled in this course gain 
an appreciation for the challenges in 
applying theories of international 
politics to the practice of deterrence 
through experiential learning. 

The ELE marked the first of two 

SOSH seniors join U.S. Strategic Command in deterrence simulation

( R i g h t )  U . S .  S t r a t e g i c 
Command’s (STRATCOM) 
Academic Alliance hosted a 
virtual Experiential Learning 
Event (ELE) for West Point 
SS491 cadets as part of the 
International Affairs Senior 
Project on Jan. 28.     
                           Courtesy Graphic 

simulations in which SS491 will 
participate during the academic year 
‘21 semester. 

Cadets were challenged to “think 
strategically” as they evaluated 
possible NATO courses of action 
in response to instability and cyber 
attacks in Eastern Europe. 

The students were separated 
into two teams; discussion for each 
team was facilitated by two U.S. 
Army officers currently assigned to 
STRATCOM. 

A third team of six educators 
from various universities, including 
two from West Point’s Department 
of Social Sciences and one each 
from the U.S. Air Force Academy, 
Norwich  Univers i ty,  Coas ta l 
Carolina University and Purdue 
assessed the same scenario. 

Each group conducted a mission 
analysis of the crisis, discussed the 
costs and benefits of two potential 
courses of action and then selected 
one to recommend overall. 

The groups then assembled for a 
final hot wash plenary session during 
which the educator team asked 
thought-provoking questions of the 

cadets about why they chose certain 
deterrence options. 

T h e  e v e n t  p r o v i d e d  a n 
opportunity for both students 
and faculty to wrestle with the 
theoretical and practical implications 
of different deterrence policies in 
today’s challenging multidomain 
environment. 

Taught by Maj. Kyle Wolfley, 
academic year ‘21 is the second 
year of SS491 collaboration with 
STRATCOM, which will culminate 
on Projects Day in April when 
cadets brief their research findings 
to command senior leaders. 

For more details on U.S. Strategic 
Command’s Academic Alliance, 
it can be found at https://www.
stratcom.mil/Academic-Alliance/. 
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By Capt. Pamela Gaulin
West Point Tax Center OIC

The West Point Tax Center will start 
scheduling appointments  on Monday. 
Appointments will be required to receive 
assistance in tax preparation for the 2021 tax 
filing season. All tax preparation will take 
place virtually. 

However, taxpayers will need to drop off 
relevant documents at the Tax Center, located 
on the fourth floor, Building 606, prior to 
their scheduled appointment time.  

We are only able to prepare a limited 
number of returns during the upcoming filing 
season. 

For answers to some of the most commonly 
asked questions, including eligibility for our 
services, please see below.

Who is eligible for services?
• Military personnel who returned from 

a combat zone during the 2021 filing season 
and qualify for combat zone filing extensions;

• Gold Star Families;
•  Act ive  duty  personnel ,  re t i rees 

and dependents who meet the following 
qualifications:

   — 2020 combined gross income was 

West Point Tax Center to open for appointments Monday
less than or equal to $57,000;

   — Do not itemize deductions;
    — Did not receive income from their 

own business or farm;
    — Did not receive income from more 

than one rental property;
  — Did not receive self-employment 

income or alimony;
   — Are not required to file Schedule D 

for capital gains.
• If you qualify for our services, but 

during your appointment, it is determined 
that there are additional complexities in 
your tax return, you may be referred to seek 
professional tax preparation services.

• Cadets and cadet candidates will not be 
eligible for these services.

How do I schedule an appointment?
• Call the appointment line at 845-938-

0459.
• The appointment line will be actively 

monitored from 0800-1200 Mondays, and 
0800-1200 Wednesdays-Fridays.

Where is the Tax Center Located?
• The Tax Center is going virtual this year.

We can prepare taxes via Microsoft Teams or 
telephone based on your preference. • Supporting tax documents will need to 

be dropped off in Building 606, fourth floor 
prior to your scheduled appointment. Follow 
the signs for drop-off and pick-up.

What other resources are available 
if I am ineligible for services through 
the West Point Tax Center?

• IRS Free File Program (https://www.
irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-
taxes-for-free);

•  Mi l i t a ry  OneSource  MILTAX 
(https://www.militaryonesource.mil/
financial-legal/tax-resource-center/
miltax-military-tax-services);

• TaxSlayer Military (https://www.

taxslayer.com/products / taxslayer-
military);

• TurboTax Military (https://turbotax.
in tu i t . com/personal - taxes /on l ine /
military-edition.jsp);

• Or you can locate a local paid 
professional tax preparer certified by the 
IRS (https://irs.treasury.gov/rpo/rpo.
jsf).

Addit ional ly,  the IRS has  var ious 
resources available to help members of the 
military, veterans, and their families. 

P lease  v is i t  https: / /www.irs .gov/
newsroom/tax-resources-for-military-
members-veterans-and-their-families 
for more information on these resources. 

The West Point Tax Center will start scheduling appointments on Monday. 
Appointments will be required to receive assistance in tax preparation for the 
2021 tax filing season. All tax preparation will take place virtually. However, 
taxpayers will need to drop off relevant documents at the Tax Center, located 
on the fourth floor, Building 606, prior to their scheduled appointment time.  
             Courtesy Graphic 
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By Maj. Lisa Beum
Army Cyber Institute Public Affairs 
Officer

Lt. Col. Erica Mitchell is the critical 
infrastructure and key resources research group 
chief for the Army Cyber Institute and an 
assistant professor in the Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science department at the U.S. 
Military Academy. She graduated from West 
Point with a B.S. in American Legal Systems in 
2001, commissioned as a Signal officer and later 
transitioned to Information Systems Management 
officer. 

She also earned an M.S. in Information 
Systems Management and recently earned a 
Ph.D. in Information Science and Technology. 

Below is a question and answer session with 
Mitchell as we celebrate her success during Black 
History Month.

 
Q: What made you decide to serve 

and then go a step further to apply to 
West Point?

EM: “When I was a small child, my mom was 
married to an Armor officer. Back then, things 
were a little different and I was able to go for a 
ride in a tank. I absolutely loved it and wanted 
to become an Armor officer myself. 

“Long after they divorced, I attended a 
college fair on a whim and ran into the West Point 
Military Academy Liaison Officer, MALO, for 
my area. I recognized the uniform and felt drawn 
to the booth. I wanted to serve my country and 
drive tanks, so I applied. 

“No one ever warned me that I couldn’t go 
Armor, so that was a surprise during my freshman 
year. It was an emotional moment when Armor 
was opened up to women, but by then I was too 
far down the STEM rabbit hole to transition 
over.”

 
Q: Your career has been very tech-

heavy; what drew you to the STEM side 
of life? Why Signal and then Information 
Systems Management officer?

EM: “My first job as a kid was formatting 
5.25” floppy disks for my mom’s boss. I loved 
computers and started exploring with them 
in the mid-1980s. I was fortunate enough to 
go to a school with four computer labs until 
seventh grade and then transitioned to a school 
with a robust computer lab, and few students, 
for high school. 

“I got my first personal computer in the early 
‘90s and, based on prior experience, found it 
easier to use the DOS prompt for a lot of things 
than the Windows 3.1 graphical user interface, 
GUI. My Internet Service Provider, ISP, was 
Unix-based, so my early Internet experience was 
far different from the Internet of today. 

“I ended up being an American Legal 
Systems major at West Point, law is my second 
love, because I had a rough experience with 
Computer Science 105 as a plebe. Ironically 
enough, I taught CY105 last semester, so things 
have come full circle. I have always loved 
computers because there is always a solution, or 
many solutions, to a problem.”

USMA grad, member of ACI, EECS 
chasing her childhood STEM dreams

 POINT IN FOCUS: BLACK HISTORY MONTH

 Q: You are a rare find in your field — 
i.e., African American woman in STEM 
in the military. How has that shaped you 
into the officer you are today? 

EM: “I spend a lot of time as the only in 
rooms — only African-American, only woman 
— and, sometimes, only in both categories. I am 
very mindful that I carry the expectations and 
representation of an entire race and gender in 
many of my interactions within the military and 
with the public. That makes me very deliberate 
and strive to be the best possible officer I can be, 
in the hopes that it keeps doors open for others 
to follow me through. 

“I also want younger people to see me and 
recognize that this path is open to them. Women 
and minorities are very underrepresented in 
STEM, and I aim to change that by being an 
example that it can be done and at high levels.”

 
Q: As a role model for others, what 

do you hope people will learn from you?
EM: “I hope they will learn that if you stay 

focused and keep placing one foot in front of 
the other that eventually you will reach your 
destination. 

“I haven’t had a perfect or easy career 
and have had setbacks, but I haven’t let those 
define who I am or how far I go in the Army 
and in life. Be humble and always highlight the 
accomplishments of the people who work with 
and for you. 

“When things go wrong, accept responsibility. 
Don’t sugarcoat it, don’t deflect and do everything 
in your power to fix it.”

 
Q: What have you most enjoyed about 

serving in the Army, in your field?
EM: “I have most enjoyed working with 

great people who bring their diverse experiences 
to the team. STEM is incredibly complex and no 
one person has all of the answers, so working 
with others who can each solve a piece of the 

Lt. Col. Erica Mitchell

STEM DREAMS, PAGE 9
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Keller Corner: Weekly updates, COVID-19 info

KKeller CCorner
For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus 
information, Keller Army Community Hospital 
notifications, how to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
federal/state/local guidance and the U.S. Military 
Academy and Army Garrison West Point 
webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.mil/
West-Point-COVID-19-INFO/.

COVID-19 vaccine information
The West Point Public Health Town Hall on the COVID-19 vaccine can be found at:
• Keller Army Community Hospital Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/

kellerarmycommunityhospital. 
• Garrison West Point Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/USAGWestPoint. 
• Keller COVID-19 Vaccine Information page at https://keller.tricare.mil/Health-Services/

West-Point-Dept-of-Public-Health/COVID-19-Vaccine-INFO. 

COVID-19 and Your Mental Health
Being aware of your mental health during this Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is 

paramount. We are familiar with viruses like the common cold and flu, but COVID-19 is new 
and presents a situation that none of us could have imagined a few short months ago. 

COVID-19 has resulted in business closures, social distancing and quarantine and/or safety 
measures, which have led to changes in our daily lives. 

There are several steps to reduce anxiety during this pandemic and maintain your mental 
health:

• There are small things that everyone can do, while practicing social distancing or self-
quarantine, to help reduce the amount of anxiety they are experiencing. This includes but is 
not limited to talking to a friend and asking them to be your support, find ways to clear your 
mind — take a walk or use a meditation application, or using resources like the Crisis Text Line 
(Text “MHA” to 741741).

• Realize what you can control and focus on those things that can provide you with some 
comfort.

• Be aware of the signs of anxiety. While it’s normal to be worried and stressed, people with 
anxiety tend to be more exaggerated in their feelings of worry and tension. Some symptoms 
include stomach/digestive problems, increased heart rate, or changes in energy and difficulty 
sleeping. 

Understand that your concerns are valid and your anxiety is real. The statistics prove that 
one out of five people will experience a mental health condition, and five out of five people 
go through a challenge that will affect their mental health. Seeking help is a sign of strength.

Go to https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-
anxiety.html for more information.

KACH accepting mammogram screening appointments
Keller Army Community Hospital is accepting appointments for mammogram screenings. 
The mammogram screening room is located on the first floor — between the Pharmacy and 

Primary Care.
The American Cancer Society says:
• Women ages 40 to 44 should have the choice to start annual breast cancer screening with 

mammograms if they wish to do so.
• Women ages 45 to 54 should get mammograms every year.
• Women ages 55 and older should switch to mammograms every two years, or can continue 

yearly screening.
• Screening should continue as long as a woman is in good health and is expected to live 

10 more years or longer.
• All women should communicate with their primary care physician to be familiar with the 

known benefits, limitations and potential harms linked to breast cancer screening.
“This is a big boost for women’s health services at Keller,” said Col. Amy L. Jackson, 

commander, Keller Army Community Hospital. “I am glad to see mammogram screenings back 
online and encourage everyone to utilize this service.”

Mammogram screening appointments can be scheduled through the Keller Radiology 
Department at 845-938-2714, Monday through Friday between 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

 
KACH Pharmacy continues “in-car medication delivery”

The Keller Army Community Hospital Pharmacy continues “in-car medication delivery” as 
a way for patients to receive their medications.

 POINTIN FOCUS: KELLER CORNER UPDATES

This is being done to prevent the spread of illness and to facilitate social distancing by 
reducing the amount of beneficiaries in the waiting room.  

The in-car, drive-up delivery is done in two easy steps:
1. Call the pharmacy at least two hours prior to arriving. The pharmacy will prepare your 

medications to be ready when you arrive. Call 845-938-2271/6619/3812. The pharmacy staff 
will coordinate a time for you to come pick up your medication within about two hours.

2. When you arrive at the pharmacy, pull in to one of the numbered pharmacy parking 
spaces—in the upper parking area, and call the pharmacy again to have a hospital representative 
bring out your medications out to you.

The in-car dispensing service is available from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Friday, except 
for Thursdays from 2-3 p.m., when the pharmacy is closed for training.

Beneficiaries, or the representative, picking up medications must provide either a photocopy 
of their DOD ID card, or a high-quality photo (smart phone is acceptable) of the front and back 
of the beneficiary’s ID card.

Beneficiaries that are subject to restriction of movement (self-quarantine or self-isolation) 
can either coordinate through their chain-of-command for a representative to pick-up their 
medication, or a beneficiary’s sponsor or representative can pick up their medication.

For any questions concerning the ‘in-car’ dispensing procedures, contact the Keller Pharmacy 
at 845-938-2271.

JOES lets KACH know ‘how we are doing’
Did you receive a Joint Outpatient Experience Survey (JOES) in the mail after your visit to 

Keller Army Community Hospital? If so, let us know how we did.
JOES has replaced the Army Provider Level Satisfaction Survey (APLSS). JOES will combine 

and standardize long-standing methods used by the Army, Navy, Air Force and Defense Health 
Agency/National Capital Region to learn about beneficiary health care experiences with the 
goal of making them better. 

This single outpatient-visit based instrument will assist military treatment facilities with 
their goal of becoming a high reliability organization.

Keller requests that you don’t forget to fill out the survey if you receive it in the mail. Keller 
values you your comments and suggestions. 

Keller clinics can receive up to $1,000 for each “completely satisfied” survey returned. 
Surveys returned with satisfactory marks help us keep our clinics up to date with the latest 
equipment and services available to you.
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Parking around DENTAC, KACH public feedback

(Left) Construction is occuring at, on and around Building 606, for an indefinite period of time. 
This will result in parking issues for beneficiaries going to Building 606 for dental appointments. 
A West Point Shuttle, from Buffalo Soldier Field to Building 606, has been established to 
facilitate dental beneficiaries that are unable to find parking. We thank you, in advance, for your 
patience while West Point seeks to improve the buildings/facilities in and around Building 606.

KACH seeks public feedback on Internet site
Keller Army Community Hospital launched its new ‘internet’ site (https://keller.tricare.mil/) — on the TRICARE.

mil platform — on Sept. 3. We would like to know what you think of it. If you would like to opt-in and provide 
feedback on our internet site, this will allow us to learn, adapt and improve your web experience. 

Visit https://survey.foresee.com/f/WJwBFSaq5j to participate in the survey.

puzzle is incredibly rewarding. I also feel like 
the STEM portion of the Army is like a lab. 
You can experiment and try new things, within 
reason, and there are opportunities to learn more 
specific skills. 

“I have been lucky to have several interesting 
opportunities placed in my path and have jumped 
at almost all of them.” 

 
Q: What do you believe some of your 

biggest accomplishments are? Or what 
are you most proud of? 

EM:  “One of my biggest personal 
accomplishments was completing my Ph.D. last 
year. I did three years of coursework and then 
finished the dissertation in the first two years I 
was assigned to West Point. 

“It was challenging juggling a full-time job 

STEM DREAMS, cont’d from Page 7
and writing a dissertation, but I finished. One of 
my biggest Army accomplishments is leading 
and developing Soldiers. 

“I was a platoon leader in Korea and again in 
Iraq and it was amazing being a small unit leader 
and cheering my Soldiers on as they developed 
into leaders as well. For the Department of 
Defense, I was able to lead the host mitigations 
team and do a successful live network pilot before 
the components were mandated DOD-wide. 

“For America, I have spent the last two-and-
a-half years working on Jack Voltaic, a critical 
infrastructure research project that is designed 
to help the DOD and municipalities prepare for, 
and react to, cyber events.”

 
Q: What do you hope the readers 

will gain from reading this article? If you 

could give them a piece of advice, what 
would that be?

EM: “I hope readers will see that anything 
is possible. Chase your dreams, even if you 
don’t see anyone that looks like you living those 
dreams. 

“Your mentors don’t have to look like you. It 
is OK to be the first. When you make it, extend 
your hand back to bring others with you.” 

 
Q: You are a mother of three, serving 

in the military, doing research, etc. How 
have they impacted your life?

EM: “I love what I do for the Army, but it’s 
most important to me to be a role model for my 
kids who are ages 12, 9 and 6. 

“I want them to know that they can be 
anything that they want to be, and I will be their 

biggest cheerleader and supporter. They have 
been my biggest cheerleaders and supporters 
throughout my career and Ph.D. program, and I 
can never thank them enough for making it easy 
to keep doing what I love every day.”

Lt. Col. Erica Mitchell



10 feBrUarY 11, 2021 Pointer View  

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

MWR events/off erings

CoMMUnitY/MwrCoMMUnitY/Mwr

MWR ANNOUNCEMENTS
(NEW) Perfecting Your Parallel — Adult Ski Clinics

Improve your parallel skiing with MWR’s adult ski clinics at the Victor Constant Ski Area.
The clinics will be held from noon-2 p.m. Friday and March 7. There is a nominal fee per 

a clinic. Patrons must be over 18 and able to make parallel turns on blue slope. 
All lessons and clinics must be reserved online at victorconstantski.com. For more 

details, call 845-938-8810.

(NEW) Night Sky Snowshoeing Adventure
Join MWR for a night-time snowshoe adventure to the top of Victor Constant Ski Area.
This event takes place at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 20 and 27. Registration includes snowshoes, 

trekking poles and a bonfi re with S’mores at the top of the mountain for a nominal price. 
To register, call 845-938-7060.

(NEW) Winter Art To Go Home Craft Kits 
West Point Arts & Crafts is off ering craft kits to take home and enjoy for a nominal price. 
Pottery-to-go projects includes pottery piece, paint and fi ring. Canvas kit includes 

11”x14”canvas paint and instructions. Pallet Kit includes 6”x24” board, wood, stencil, brushes, 
paint and instructions. 

For more details, call 845-938-4812 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

(NEW) CYS Teen Movie Night
A CYS free movie night will be held from 5:30-8 p.m. Feb. 26. The movie “The Hunger 

Games” will be shown on a large infl atable screen at the Youth Center gymnasium located at 500 
Washington Road. 

It is open to youth in grades 6-12. A permission slip is required and available at the Youth 
Center or by emailing david.a.walters63.naf@mail.mil. For more details, call 845-938-3727 or 
visit westpointcys.com.

Victor Constant Ski Area ski passes on sale online
The Victor Constant Ski Area 2020-21 ski passes can be purchased online at victorconstantski.

com. There is also seasonal equipment and locker rentals available online. 
For more details, call 845-938-8810 or visit www.victorconstantski.com.

Victor Constant Ski Lodge locker rentals
There are 85 seasonal lockers on the lower fl oor of the Class of ‘48 Victor Constant Ski 

Lodge available for rental annually for occupancy by eligible patrons. 
Seasonal lockers are capable of holding two sets of skis, boots and poles, or four pairs of 

skis. Locks are not included. 
There is a nominal fee for the seasonal locker rentals. 
To register online, visit victorconstantski.com or call 845-938-8810 for more details.

Lake Frederick Winter Cabin Rentals through March 31
Enjoy Lake Frederick this fall and winter season. Bunk House rentals will be available to 

rent through March 31 at a nominal fee. The rentals include heat, mini fridge, picnic table, 
fi re ring and charcoal grill. 

Now available, four family style cabins with dining and table sitting area. Wood, bagged 
ice and Lake Frederick patches available for purchase. 

FEATURED EVENT

For more details or to book your reservations online, visit westpoint.armymwr.com or 
call 845-938-2503.

(NEW) CYS Spring Rec Sports Registration ongoing
Registration for the Child & Youth Services recreational sports programs is ongoing for 

military and DOD civilians only and Feb. 22 for all other eligible people. 
Registration will end on March 5. Register is for soccer, T-ballbaseball, fl ag football or 

the run club. 
The spring session is from March 29-May 27. To register, call the Youth Sports Offi  ce at 

845-938-0939/4458.

Framing and engraving with West Point Arts and Crafts
The custom framing experts at West Point Arts and Crafts can turn any achievement into 

a timeless work of art. Choose from over 500 quality moldings, 450 acid-free mats and opt 
for UV-Protective glass to prevent fading. 

Arts and Crafts also off er engraving for any special occasion. 
Give them a call for any special engraving items you may have. 
Arts and Crafts easy and quick pricing allows you to design to your budget. For more 

details, call 845-938-4812.

Cadet only hours at the West Point Bowling Center
The cadet only expanded hours at the West Point Bowling Center are from 7:30-11 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday nights. Closure is still at 7:30 p.m. for the larger West Point community. 
Outdoor seating has been added for food/beverage consumption. Indoor dining is permitted 

with social distancing measures. For more information, call 845-938-2140 or visit westpoint.
armymwr.com.

ODR Cadet Paintball Weekend Packages are ongoing
Cadet Paintball weekend packages are available from the Outdoor Equipment Checkout 

Center. Advanced appointment with minimum 20 participants is required to reserve the course.  
Cost includes gun rental, 500 paintballs, pizza, a non-alcoholic beverage and two hours of 

course time. 
For more details, call 845-938-0123 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

West Point Bowling Center Pizza Delivery 
Order your pizza for delivery today at the West Point Bowling Center. Delivery hours 

are 11 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Monday-Friday and noon-7:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday for West Point 
residents only. All menu items are deliverable. Call 845-938-2140.

(NEW) Dinner-To-Go Delivery Service for West Point residents
A few new menu items for the West Point Club’s Dinner-To-Go includes chicken wings, 

eggplant parmesan, stuff ed chicken breast, beef and broccoli, mashed potatoes with gravy 
and banana cream pie. 

The Dinner-To-Go is available Monday-Friday. Place your order by 2 p.m. that day and 
specify a pick up time between 4–6:30 p.m. and pick up your meal at the West Point Club’s 
Benny Havens Lounge. 

Servings for four or six are available for a nominal fee. For pricing and menu items, visit 
thewestpointclub.com or call 845-446-5506/5504.

Evening Hours for Recreational Shooting
The Tronsrue Marksmanship Center is now open for recreational shooting during the evening. 

It is located at 665 Tower Road, adjacent to the Gillis Field House. 
The hours of operation are 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday, 6:30-9 p.m. Thursday and 

Friday and closed Saturday-Monday. Recreational shooting is open to all DOD cardholders and 
their guests. 

There are gun rentals, ammunition and targets for sale. For more information about rules and 
guidelines, call 845-938-1700.

2021 Camping Reservations
Reservations for the 2021 camping season is ongoing for active duty military and begins Feb. 

16 for all other eligible personnel. 
Book your reservation noon-4 p.m. Monday-Friday by calling 845-935-8810 or 845-938-2503.

(NEW) ACS Employment Readiness Program ongoing
Are you seeking employment? Do you need assistance with your resume? Are you in search of 

local employment resources? If you answered yes to any of these, contact the ACS Employment 
Readiness Program for assistance at 845-938-5654. 

For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

Valentine’s Dinner-To-Go from the West Point Club
The West Point Club’s Valentine’s Dinner-To-Go is perfect for a Valentine’s Day break 

from the kitchen. Place your order by 2 p.m. Monday-Friday and specify a pick-up time 
between 4–6:30 p.m. Friday. 

Pick up your meal at the West Point Club’s Benny Havens Lounge. Servings for four 
or six are available for a nominal fee. No refunds after Wednesday. 

For pricing and menu items, visit thewestpointclub.com or call 845-446-5506/5504.
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Wes t  Po in t  Fami ly  Homes 
LifeWorks program offers events 
and activities throughout the year to 
foster community spirit and a strong 
neighborhood environment. 

Like us on our Facebook page at 
West Point Family Housing resident 
portal to find out new information and 
updates regarding about community 
and LifeWorks events. 

Join us whenever possible for 
LifeWorks events. The events are 
always free and open to current West 
Point Family Homes residents. 

These are the LifeWorks events 
for February:

• Snow Sculptures—Enjoy the 
winter sunshine, fresh air and snowy 
months. We love to see pictures of 
any snowmen, igloos, ice sculptures 
or anything creative made out of 
snow. 

P l e a s e  e m a i l  p i c t u r e s  t o 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com .  We will 
be accepting photos until the last 
snowfall. 

•  Va l e n t i n e  C a r d s  f o r 
Ve t e r a n s — A s  w e  a p p r o a c h 
Valentine’s Day, let’s not forget 
the men and women who serve our 
country. Valentine’s can be as simple 
or elaborate you’d like. If you’d like 
to participate, you can make as many 
or as few as you choose. 

Tell a little about yourself (age, 
school, likes) but do not include your 
last name, phone number or address. 

Please bring your Valentine cards 
to 126 Washington Road by today.

•  Chinese New Year—To 
celebrate the Chinese New Year, stop 
by 126 Washington Road (outside 
LifeWorks office) from 1:30-2:30 
p.m. Monday to pick up Chinese New 
Year dragon wand craft kit and magic 
scratch off dragons to celebrate the 
day. 

Email  jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
to register by today. Supplies are 
limited.

• Fat Tuesday—Stop by 126 
Washington Road (outside LifeWorks 
office) from 2-4:30 p.m. Tuesday to 
pick up Mardi Gras beaded necklace 
and Mardi Gras Jester Headband 
Craft Kit to celebrate the day. 

To register, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by today.

• To find out about our upcoming 
events, you can “like” us on Facebook 
at  https:/ /www.facebook.com/
WestPointFamilyHousing/ or on 
The Resident Portal under “Calendar 
Events.”  
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Chao named Army West Point women’s soccer head coach
Army West Point Director of Athletics Mike Buddie announced the hiring of Tracy Chao as the sixth women’s soccer coach in program history on Monday 
afternoon.                      Graphic by Army Athletic Communications 

By Rachel Caton
Army Athletic Communications 

Army West Point Director of Athletics Mike 
Buddie announced the hiring of Tracy Chao 
as the sixth women’s soccer coach in program 
history on Monday afternoon.

 “Our search committee worked tirelessly 
to find the perfect fit for our women’s soccer 
program and we found it in coach Tracy 
Chao,” Buddie said. “Chao brings a wealth of 
experience as both a coach and a player at the 
professional, Division I and Division II ranks 
and throughout the recruiting process it became 
evident that Chao will be able to build on our 
program’s success and, through her leadership 
and expertise, elevate our program to new 
heights. She has all the qualities we look for in 
a head coach at the academy and stands for the 
pillars of duty, honor and country as we develop 
these young women on the soccer pitch, but 
more importantly as leaders of character for 
our nation.”

Chao comes to the banks of the Hudson 
after spending the past four seasons as the head 
coach of Metropolitan State University (MSU) 
of Denver. She boasts 15 years of coaching 
experience at the Division I, Division II and 
professional ranks. Chao is a 2003 graduate of 
Wake Forest University where she was a four-
year women’s soccer letterwinner and was the 

team's most valuable player in 2000.
“I am extremely thankful to Director of 

Athletics Mike Buddie and the senior leadership 
team for the opportunity to be a part of Army 
West Point and lead the women’s soccer 
program,” Chao said. “It is an honor to join 
one of the most prestigious institutions in the 
country with their mission in developing our 
nation's future leaders. During the process, I was 
inspired and impressed with the people, vision 
and goals, and I look forward to building on the 
past successes and traditions.”

Chao became Metropolitan State University 
of Denver’s head coach in 2017, and they 
had two winning seasons under her direction, 
including a banner year in 2018 when they were 
in the national rankings for the first time since 
2015, peaking in the top 10 at No. 7. 

Under her direction for three full seasons, 
the Roadrunners went a combined 25-25-5, 
made three appearances in the Rocky Mountan 
Athletic Conference Tournament and she 
coached five to RMAC All-Conference honors, 
including the RMAC Co-Player of the Year in 
2018. The Roadrunners were also standouts off 
the pitch under Chao, with an impressive 15 
earning RMAC All-Academic honors in 2019.

Prior to her time at MSU Denver, Chao spent 
the previous five seasons at Division I College 
of Charleston. She had joined the College of 
Charleston staff as an assistant coach in 2012 

and was named associate head coach in 2015.
At College of Charleston, Chao participated 

in numerous activities including coordinating 
recruiting, travel and budgetary responsibilities, 
equipment management, and operations. During 
her tenure, four student-athletes were named 
all-conference and four were named academic 
all-conference. 

The Cougars set a school record with a nine-
game winning streak in 2016. The Cougars also 
qualified for the Colonial Athletic Association 
tournament.

Prior to joining the College of Charleston 
staff, Chao served as the assistant women’s 
soccer coach at Colorado. During her tenure 
in Boulder, Chao had a wide range of duties 
and saw the program qualify three times for 
the Big 12 Tournament, including an NCAA 
Tournament appearance, and assisted with a 
program that produced multiple all-conference 
players and eventual draft picks.

While at Colorado, Chao served as the 
head coach of the Colorado Force of the United 
Soccer League’s W-League, the longest standing 
and highest level of women's soccer leagues in 
North America.

Chao was also the long-time head coach 
of the Colorado Storm Soccer Association, 
a member of Colorado Youth Soccer, United 
States Youth Soccer and Elite Clubs National 
League (ECNL).

From 2005-08, Chao was the top assistant 
coach at Northern Colorado.

Chao previously worked at Wake Forest, 
her alma mater, as an assistant to the senior 
women's administrator and director of women's 
basketball operations. 

In these roles, Chao maintained and refined 
recruiting and telephone logs for each of the 
coaches as well as performing upkeep of ACC 
and NCAA regulations.

Chao is also a current talent identification 
scout for U.S. Soccer.

Chao played at Wake Forest as a defender 
and goalkeeper and earned four trips to the 
NCAA Tournament during her career with a 
Sweet 16 appearance in 1999. During the 2000 
season, she was named to Soccer America’s 
Team of the Week and was named Wake Forest’s 
Most Valuable Player as she was 9-8-2 with 
three shutouts, a 1.41 goals-against average, 
and a .746 save percentage.

Later, Chao played for the Fort Collins Force 
and the Mile High Edge, both W-League teams.

Chao holds a United States Soccer 
Federation “B” Coaching License and National 
Soccer Coaches Association of America State 
Diploma and State Goalkeeping Diploma. She 
earned her bachelor's degree from Wake Forest 
in sociology, and her master’s degree from 
Northern Colorado in sport & exercise science, 
sport administration. 
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#12 Army gymnastics falls to #8 Cal
The No. 12 Army West Point gymnastics team fell in a virtual competition with No. 8 California, 380.7-371.55, Saturday in a virtual competition. The Black Knights 
had event wins from sophomore Mathew Davis, who earned a score of 13.5 in still rings, and junior Matthew Martin (above), who posted a 13.5 on the pommel 
horse.                                      Photo by Army Athletic Communications 

By JJ Klein
Army Athletic Communications

The No. 12 Army West Point gymnastics 
team fell in a virtual competition with No. 8 
California, 380.7-371.55, Saturday in a virtual 
competition.

The Black Knights had event wins from 
sophomore Mathew Davis, who earned a 
score of 13.5 in still rings, and junior Matthew 
Martin, who posted a 13.5 on the pommel 
horse.

 
Highlights and notes
Floor Exercise
• Freshman Miguel Aquino turned in the 

top performance for Army in the floor exercise 
with a 12.75, just .05 off his career-high score. 

The tally was tied with Cal’s Kyle Abe for the 
second best score of the meet.

• Davis (12.65) and freshman Corban 
Barstow (12.6) finished fourth and fifth,  
respectively.

• Cal won the event 62.55-62.4.
 
Pommel Horse
• Martin claimed first on the pommel horse 

with a season-high score of 13.5, which was 
.3 points higher than the second place finisher.

• Cal, which earned the next three highest 
scores, won the event by a score of 61.4-59.3.

 
Still Rings
• Davis had a one-point improvement in 

the still rings from last weekend’s competition, 
posting the meet’s top score with a 13.5. His 

performance was .85 higher than Cal’s Noah 
Newfield, who placed second.

• Junior Kiernan Reagan had the next 
highest score for Army at 12.3 and right behind 
him was freshman Connor Cavanagh, who set 
a new career high for the second consecutive 
meet at 12.25. 

• The Black Knights edged the Golden 
Bears 62.3-62.1 in the still rings.

 
Vault
• Behind season-high scores, Davis (14.05) 

and Barstow (13.9) placed second and third 
in vault.

• Cavanagh finished fifth with a tally of 
13.7.

• Cal managed to beat Army in the event, 
68.5-68.1.

 Parallel Bars 
• On its way to a 64.45-62.05 triumph in 

the parallel bars, Cal earned the top five spots 
in the event.

• Army’s top score came from Reagan at 
12.6, which was tied for the fourth best mark.

 
High Bar 
• Freshman Kalvin Kingshill had a career-

best score of 12.1 and place fourth in the high 
bar.

• Davis was close behind at 12.05, which 
was good for fifth place.

• Cal won the event, 61.7-57.4.
 
All-Around 
Davis took second in all-around with a 

76.45.
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Rifl e claims ‘Star,’ downs Navy, 5,820-5,799
The Army West Point rifl e team topped Navy in Saturday’s ‘Star match,’ 5,820-5,799 at Annapolis, Md. The match followed the service academy scoring 
system, which uses the top fi ve marks from eight predetermined starters. Army also won the match using the NCAA scoring system, 4,666-4,648. The Black 
Knights owned the top three aggregate scores. In smallbore, Army had four of the top fi ve marks. “Although I’m not super thrilled with my air performance, 
I’m very proud of the progress I’ve made in smallbore so far and I’m glad that my eff ort culminated in the PR I had today,” said sophomore Spencer Gillis 
(above), who shot a 572 in smallbore. “Especially because this was against Navy, I’m excited that I’m starting to put positions together and look forward to 
continuing to work hard down at the range with my teammates leading up to NCAAs.” Army now owns the 4-2 lead in the Star Series presented by USAA. 
The Black Knights owned the top three aggregate scores on the day. Senior Clayton Hanson posted a combined total of 1,171, while junior Lauren McMahan 
was right behind him at 1,170. Freshman Kyle Kutz had the third highest score at 1,165.              Photo courtesy oF Army Athletic Communications

HOCKEY

FRIDAY, TBD—BENTLEY, WALTHAM. MASS.

SATURDAY, 7:05 P.M.—BENTLEY, TATE RINK.

TUESDAY, TBD—HOLY CROSS, TATE RINK.

WRESTLING

FRIDAY, 6 P.M.—NAVY, CHRISTL ARENA.

RIFLE

SATURDAY, TBD—NEBRASKA, TRONSRUE MARKSMANSHIP CENTER.

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD

SATURDAY, ALL DAY—NAVY, GILLIS FIELD HOUSE.

Sports calendarSports calendar

**VIEW ARMY WEST POINT SCHEDULE AT WWW.GOARMYWESTPOINT.COM/CALENDAR.ASPX?.
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Women’s basketball wins on senior day, Magarity’s final home game

(Above and left) Head coach Dave 
Magarity is recognized for coaching his 
fi nal home game and senior forwards 
Liz Layne and Jessica Rawls (middle 
on the left) are recognized on Senior 
Day before Army West Point women’s 
basketball defeated Holy Cross, 60-42, 
Sunday at Christl Arena. Sophomore 
forward Sabria Hunter (below) led the 
charge for the Black Knights with a 
career-high 20 points. Photos by Mady 
SalVani/Army Athletic Communications

By JJ Klein
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point women’s basketball team (9-8) 
topped Holy Cross, 60-42, Sunday afternoon on Senior Day 
in Christl Arena. The contest also paired as Army head coach 
Dave Magarity’s fi nal regular season home contest.

“I’m really proud of the way that we bounced back from 
yesterday,” Magarity said. “It was a very tough loss up in 
Worcester, but we did what we had to do today.”

Sophomore forward Sabria Hunter led the charge for the 
Black Knights with a career-high 20 points on 8-14 shooting 
from the fl oor and was 4-4 from the line. Junior guard Sarah 
Bohn also scored in double digits for Army, fi nishing with 
12 points.

“I think we set the tone from the beginning of the game 
with Bohn and when Sabria did get into the game, she was 
such a force — not only off ensively with a career high, but 
defensively her ball pressure, her rebounding, just her physical 
presence was huge. I just can’t say enough about those two. 
Those two are two of the toughest kids that I’ve had here in 
a long time,” Magarity said.

After an early 11-0 scoring run by the Crusaders put Holy 
Cross ahead 13-6, Army fought to hold an 18-17 lead by the 
end of the opening quarter. Hunter found success near the rim 
in the opening quarter, converting on three layups.

Hunter went on to add eight more points in the second 
quarter, highlighted by a 3-point play just before time expired 
in the fi rst half, which gave Army the 37-28 lead at the break.

Army shot 62.5% from the fi eld in the third quarter, while 
limiting Holy Cross to 15.4 percent, which helped build its 
lead to 49-35. The Black Knights maintained the double-digit 
advantage for the remainder of the contest.

Army honored their senior class of forwards Jessica Rawls 
and Liz Layne prior to the game. Both of the team captains 
earned spots in the starting lineup. With less than a minute 
remaining they received an ovation after they were subbed 
out of the game.

“I’m so proud of those two. They are two of the best young 
women I have ever coached in terms of character. They are 
just unbelievable kids,” Magarity said. 

Army also recognized Magarity following the contest. 
Army Director of Athletics Mike Buddie presented Magarity, 
who is in his 15th season at the helm of the program, with a 
framed jersey.

“Today, we were all playing for Jess, Liz and Coach,” 
Hunter said. “It was important for us to play for him and send 
him out on a good note.”

Notes and highlights
• Bohn registered her 100th career made 3-point basket.
• Bohn has now scored in double fi gures four times this 

season and 15 times in her career.
• This was Hunter’s third double-digit scoring eff ort of 

the season and the eighth of her career.
• Hunter’s performance was the third 20-point game by 

a Black Knight this season. The other two belong to junior 
guard Alisa Fallon.


