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Meyer receives Nininger Award
The West Point Association of Graduates hosted its 15th annual 
Alexander R. Nininger Award for Valor at Arms Oct. 22 at the 
Cadet Mess Hall. WPAOG recognized Maj. John A. Meyer, U.S. 
Military Academy Class of 2005, for his courage under fi re 
and commitment to mission accomplishment while earning a 
Silver Star for heroic actions during combat operations with 
Troop B, 1st Squadron, 91st Cavalry (Airborne), 173rd Airborne 
Brigade July 27, 2007, during Operation Enduring Freedom in 
Afghanistan. The award is intended to further the ideals of West 
Point by presenting an exemplar of heroism in the profession of 
arms to the Corps of Cadets. (Above) Meyer receives the Nininger 
Award medal as he stands with the Commandant of Cadets  
Brig. Gen. Curtis A. Buzzard (right) and AOG President Todd 
Browne. (Left) Meyer receives a gift from the Corps of Cadets, 
which is presented by Class of 2021 Cadet and Deputy Brigade 
Commander Tyrese Bender.     Photos by Tarnish Pride/ USMA PAO
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Hatch Act, DOD regulations govern political activities

Department of the Army civilians must adhere to the Hatch Act, which is a law intended to assure the 
public that federal programs are being administered fairly and without the infl uence of partisan politics. 
In the same manner as the Hatch Act, military members are under the DOD Directive 1344.10, “Political 
Activities by Members of the Armed Forces on Active Duty.”                Courtesy Graphic

By Samantha Hill

REDSTONE ARSENAL, 
Ala.—With 2020 being an 
election year, Soldiers and 
Department of the Army 
civilians must remember 
laws and directives outlining 
what can and can’t be done 
when it comes to political 
support — including what 
is done online and during 
telework hours.

Department of the Army 
civilians must adhere to the 
Hatch Act, which is a law 
intended to assure the public 
that federal programs are 
being administered fairly 
and without the influence of 
partisan politics.

“It also serves to shield 
federal  employees from 
partisan political coercion 
and political influence in 
personnel decisions,” said 
Lar ry  Wi lde ,  an  e th ics 
counselor at Army Materiel 
Command. “In large part 
because of the Hatch Act, 
personnel  decis ions are 
based on merit, not patronage 
or political affiliation.”

In  the  same manner 
as the Hatch Act, military 
members are under the DOD 
Directive 1344.10, “Political 
Activities by Members of 
the Armed Forces on Active 
Duty.”  Both help avoid 
the perception of official 
DOD sponsorship, approval 
o r  endorsement  o f  any 
partisan political candidate, 
campaign or cause. While 
personnel are encouraged to 
vote, members of the Armed 
Forces on active duty and 
civilian government workers 
while on duty should not 
engage in partisan political 
activities.

M a n y  o f  t h e  r u l e s 
outlined within the Hatch 
Act and DODD 1344.10 
are straightforward: not 
mentioning your official 

position when endorsing 
a candidate in a partisan 
elect ion;  not  wearing a 
political campaign button 
to  work ;  no t  so l ic i t ing 
campaign contributions; 
etc. What may be considered 
l e s s  s t r a igh t fo rward  i s 
how the Hatch Act  and 
DODD 1344.10 apply to 
social  media and online 
communication.

With COVID-19 causing 
many employees to work 
from home, it is important 
to remember these rules still 
apply.

“Remember that even 
though you are in your own 
home, when teleworking 
you are on duty and may not 
engage in partisan political 
activities, even on personal 
communication devices,” 
Wilde said. “It is permissible 
fo r  mos t  employees  to 
engage in political activity 
from home outside of duty 
hour s ,  bu t  gove rnmen t 
furnished equipment may 
never be used for political 
activities.”

He said it is also important 
— whether on duty or off 
duty — not to like, share or 
retweet a post that solicits 
po l i t i ca l  con t r ibu t ions , 
including invi tat ions to 
fundraising events. When 
communicating online, it 
is important to be aware 
of  what  act ions  viola te 
the Hatch Act and DODD 
1344.10.

“ I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a n 
inadvertent violation on 
social media, the employee 
should take steps to correct 
the violation as quickly as 
possible, such as by deleting 
the post or removing the 
l i k e , ”  Wi l d e  s a i d .  “ A 
minor accidental violation 
of the Hatch Act is rarely 
punishable, but employees 
should still  take care to 
follow the rules.”
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Army to host Navy, Air Force in ‘America’s Race’ on The Plain
The Army West Point cross country program announced Monday that the U.S. Military Academy will host the inaugural ‘America’s Race’ service academy cross 
country championships on the historic West Point Plain on Nov. 11.                 Courtesy Graphic

By Nick Lovera
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point cross country 
program announced Monday that the U.S. 
Military Academy will host the inaugural 
‘America’s Race’ service academy cross 
country championships on the historic West 
Point Plain on Nov. 11.

America’s Race, presented by USAA, will 
be the first major athletic event to take place 
on the parade grounds of The Plain since 
the opening of Michie Stadium in 1924 and 
the first ever tri-meet contest among Army, 
Navy and Air Force. The competition will be 
streamed live on ESPN Plus.

“This event is special on several levels,” 
Director of Cross Country and Track & Field 
Mike Smith said. “It is a salute to service and 
a celebration of the commitment to serve 
our country made by young men and women 
at the three service academies that sponsor 
Division I cross country on a day that we as a 
country come together to recognize and honor 
military service. It is also an opportunity to 
showcase one of the most iconic settings in 
the world — the grounds of the United States 

Military Academy at West Point.”
The Veterans Day competition will begin 

with the women’s 6K race at 2:30 p.m. 
followed by the men’s 8K race at 3:30 p.m. 

The entirety of the competition will take 
place on The Plain and attendance will be 
limited to the Corps of Cadets.

The grounds of The Plain are entrenched 
in the long history of the U.S. Military 
academy. 

As the original grounds of the academy 
in 1778, it remains the site of the longest 
continually occupied U.S. Army Garrison 
in America. 

The land was the site for the first Army-
Navy football game in 1890 and was the 
home field for the Army football team until 
Michie Stadium opened in 1924. Earlier 
this year, The Plain hosted the U.S. Military 
Academy graduation ceremony for the first 
time since 1977. 

“The opportunity to compete on this 
hallowed patch of ground traversed by all 
cadets at one time or another and presided 
over by statues of West Point graduates that 
have shaped the history of our country and 
our world will be a tremendous experience 

for everyone involved,” Smith said. “As 
the race unfolds, the runners will pass 
under the watchful eyes of the statues of 
Grant, MacArthur, Washington, Patton and 
Eisenhower, set against the backdrop of the 
buildings where those and countless other 
cadets have lived and learned.”

The Army and Navy cross country 
programs have each seen success thus far in 
the shortened 2020 season. 

In the annual Army-Navy ‘Star’ Meet 
earlier this month, Army and Navy split 
results among the women’s and men’s 
competitions with the Black Knights winning 
the women’s meet and Navy winning the 
men’s meet. The meet will mark Air Force’s 
first competition of 2020. 

The Falcons finished eighth in the 
USTFCCA Women’s National Coaches’ Poll 
in 2019. Army last competed with Air Force 
in a head-to-head competition in 1962.

“This is a once in a lifetime event, on 
a special day, at one of America’s national 
treasures, contested on a piece of ground that 
last hosted an athletic event nearly a century 
ago,” Smith said. “This truly is America’s 
Race and it doesn’t get much better than this.”

Army West Point women’s cross 
country sophomore Alexandra Gibbs.
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SEE NININGER AWARD, PAGE 5

 POINTIN FOCUS: MEYER RECEIVES NININGER AWARD
Meyer receives the Nininger Award for valor at arms

Maj. John A. Meyer (second from left), U.S. Military Academy Class of 2005, stands with the Commandant of Cadets  
Brig. Gen. Curtis A. Buzzard (second from right), Association of Graduates President Todd Browne and U.S. Corps of 
Cadets Command Sgt. Maj. Kenneth Killingsworth Oct. 22 in front of the Alexander R. Nininger plaque.     
                   Photo by Tarnish Pride/USMA PAO

By Jorge Garcia
PV Staff Writer

Maj. John Meyer, the Officer Chief 
Legislative Liaison (OCLL) at the Pentagon, 
remembered, in 2007, when the rugged, 
mountainous Afghanistan valley, near Kunar 
Province, awoke to the sounds of small arms 
fire and rocket propulsion grenade explosions 
setting the picturesque scene ablaze. 

The Afghan Army National Soldiers, 
traveling with the 191st Cavalry Regiment, 
the Reconnaissance Squadron for the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade, crossed a small walking 
bridge traversing the north side of the Kunar 
River. The Afghan Soldiers saw enemy 
personnel 100 meters away from their position. 
It was a surprise to both parties, and within 
that moment, the firefight that would change 
Meyer’s life forever commenced.   

“I truly believe to this day, and I’ll say it in 
the speech tonight (during the Nininger Award 
Ceremony), the enemy had no idea we were 
coming,” Meyer said during his interview at 
West Point with the nationally-syndicated 
podcast, the Sphere. 

Later that evening, distinguished guests, 
members of the Long Gray line and the Corps 
of Cadets took part during the 2020 Alexander 
R. Nininger Award Ceremony for Valor at 
Arms on Oct. 22, in the Cadet Mess Hall, to 
commemorate Meyer for his efforts leading 
Soldiers during combat. Throughout the day 
and into the evening leading up to the ceremony, 
Meyer shared his story with cadets and people 
at West Point and across the nation through 
the podcast, touching upon what it truly means 
to summon the personal courage needed to serve 
one’s country during times of war. 

“Winning matters because there is no 
honorable mention in combat,” the Commandant 
of the Corps of Cadets, Brig. Gen. Curtis 
Buzzard, said as he stood before the podium 
extolling Meyer for his heroic efforts during his 
deployment. Todd Browne, the president and 
chief executive officer of the West Point 
Association of Graduates, called upon Meyer 
in the audience to bestow him with the Nininger 
Award. 

Meyer came forth and Browne placed 
the Nininger Award medallion around his 
neck. Meyer took to the podium as the cadets 
continued with their thunderous applause. As 
silence gradually fell upon the audience, Meyer 
began the story of his arduous journey that 
garnered him the prestigious award. 

“For me, what truly gave me passion to 
serve was to lead Soldiers,” Meyer said during 
his podcast interview. “I came during a peace-
time academy in 2001. The towers fell in 

September, and West Point changed and became 
a war-time academy. I knew what I wanted to 
do, and I wanted to lead men into war — my 
heart was certainly focused on (the infantry 
branch).” 

Meyer explained during the podcast that  
following his graduation in 2005; he pursued 
the infantry branch going through Infantry Basic 
Officer Leader Course (IBOLC), Ranger School 
and Airborne School. He began his tenure 
as an infantry officer with the 191st Cavalry 
Regiment, the reconnaissance squadron for the 
173rd airborne brigade. 

In 2006, Meyer and his regiment spent 
under 12 months training for a 2007 deployment 
to Iraq, however, due to a sudden change in 
plans, the 173rd was then scheduled to deploy 
to Afghanistan.   

“No one ever shows up 100% prepared for 
every single situation. Given the foundation 
taught in this institution, given the infantry 
pipeline taught in IBOLC and in Ranger School, 
given that just under a year I spent training with 
my platoon and my troops, I felt prepared,” 
Meyer said. “I think there were certain things 
we could’ve done better as an organization, and 
we’re the 173rd — we’re a fit organization, but 
the mountains of Northeastern Afghanistan can 
certainly humble you quickly.” 

The 173rd Airborne Brigade was stationed at 
the combat outpost Camp Keating, Afghanistan. 

Meyer knew of the dangers that lied ahead 
during his deployment at Camp Keating. 
However, 173rd’s mentality as a troop was to 
project force on the enemy, or the enemy would 
project force on them. 

“We talk about preparedness — but that first 
two and a half months in the country, prior to 
July 27 — we were incredibly busy projecting 
force and really trying to change the atmosphere 
in the valley,” Meyer said. 

The battle rhythm for the first couple of 
months was tense. Camp Keating sat down 
at the bottom of a mountainous valley, which 
left the post exposed to enemy attack from 
above. In response to this threat, Observation 
Post Warheit, now known as Observation 
Post Fritsche, stood above Camp Keating 
to provide overhead support, Meyer said. 

He added there were four infantry maneuver 
platoons in the troop patrolling between Warheit 
and Keating. Every Soldier that wasn’t on guard 
duty at the posts conducted patrol rotations. The 
troops also conducted multi-day field patrols 
in villages within the valley, gaining influence 
among the locals in the area. 

“In the month of July, 191st Cavalry planned 
a large scale operation to secure the ground 
route from Forward Operating Base Nurey — 
all the way north to Camp Keating,” Meyer said 
during his acceptance speech at the ceremony. 
“The concept of the operation was for all the 

troops and companies to establish short-term 
observation posts and defensive positions along 
the route.” 

Meyer added the 191st expected enemy 
contact. As the platoon leader for 2nd  
platoon Bulldog Troop, Meyer was tasked with 
the mission of initiating key-leader engagement 
along the Kunar River to the east of Camp 
Keating while securing observation posts. Dave 
Roller, USMA Class of 2005, led a portion of 
first platoon to establish an overwatch position 
and observe the village in the route leading to 
their objective, 24 hours before their departure. 

M e y e r ’ s  B u l l d o g  T r o o p 
and Troop Headquarters served as the main 
effort for the mission and departed their combat 
outposts during the early morning hours of 
July 27. Upon departing the village, Meyers 
led his squad along with attached snipers, who 
conducted reconnaissance up the mountain 
to locate a suitable position for the troop, Meyer 
explained. 

During this time, the attached Afghan Army 
Soldiers crossed the river through the small 
bridge and unbeknownst to Meyer, the Bulldog 
troop along with the Afghan Soldiers would 
head into a nightmare of enemy contact less 
than one-hundred meters away. Immediately, 
both sides began to engage one another with 
small arms fire and RPGs. 
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NININGER AWARD, cont’d from Page 4
“An enemy force of over 150 fighters were prepositioned in 

caves and ambush locations on both sides of the river,” Meyer 
said. “1st platoon’s overwatch position was attacked first high 
on the ridgeline, then the enemy turned the attention on the main 
effort deep in the valley. A Soldier from 1st platoon was shot 
in the neck, and soon after, my mortar men were shot at (while 
they provided) effective fire on the enemy.” 

T h e  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  q u i c k l y  e v o l v e d 
into a difficult situation. Meyer’s platoon was now split. His 
lead platoon was 100 meters up the mountain reconning the 
operation post location while the remainder of the platoon and 
troop headquarters were in hasty defensive positions at the base 
of the mountain. 

“It took (the enemy) time to move into their pre-dug ambush 
positions located on the mountainside. At this point in the fight, 
it was morning on July 27,” Meyer said. “We had a medevac 
aircraft in route for the first platoon Soldier (who took a shot 
to the neck), and my platoon had already sustained several 
casualties due to gunshot wounds.” 

Meyer continued his speech highlighting the actions of distinct 
heroes on the battlefield during that fateful day to give the Corps 
of Cadets context on what it means to uphold courage in the 
face of adversity. He spoke about his troop commander at 
the time, Maj. Thomas Bostick, a former enlisted Ranger and 
experienced warrior who fought in multiple combat deployments 
in the Middle East with the 75th Ranger Regiment weeks after 
the Twin Towers fell. 

“My men and I would’ve followed him to hell and back,” 
Meyer said as he illuminated the cadets on Bostick’s heroic 
efforts. “Bulldog Troop was Bostick’s second command. He 
led, not by verbose yelling — Maj. Bostick led by his personal 
example. As the fighting intensified on July 27, it was Maj. 
Bostick who kept the team calm. He was never flustered and 
even kept things light on the radio. Maj. Bostick directed attack 
aviation, artillery and continued to lead by personal example 
until an enemy RPG struck his position killing him and injuring 
all the members of the troop headquarters.” 

“It can be said, ‘a leaders actions is judged not by his unit’s 
actions under his command but by the actions of his Soldiers 
when he or she is not present,’” Meyer said of Bostick’s efforts 
as a leader. 

Bulldog Troop continued to push the fight to the enemy 
battling through an array of bullets clinking against the 
cover of the armor plating of Humvees. They battled through 
insurmountable odds in the face of uncertainty — in the face 
of a horribly drawn-out death that threatened their chances 
for survival. Sgt. Robert Fortner, the platoon medic, was 
shot around the time  Bostick was killed. Fortner continued 
treating casualties, despite his injuries, refusing to be medically 
evacuated. Through sheer willpower and personal courage, he 
continued to provide medical support for his fallen comrades, 
Meyer added. 

“Sgt. Fortner set the example for all of us and received 
the Silver Star for his actions,” Meyer said. “Sgts. Henley and 
Wilson, team leaders in my Platoon, demonstrated humility and 
courage to take charge, knowing they didn’t have the experience 
to lead in their new positions. Both of these warriors were thrust 
into squad leader positions on July 27 not by choice or promotion, 
but out of necessity.” 

Meyer said Staff Sgt. Ryan Fritsche, Meyer’s newly arrived 
squad leader at the time, led the squad conducting the recon up 
the mountain during the assault. Fritsche’s squad was attacked 
by enemy forces hiding in caves. In the swarm of machine 
gunfire shattering the air, Fritsche was shot and killed. His squad 
reconvened to Meyer’s location due to intense enemy fire. 

“It was now up to Sgt. Wilson and his team leader to lead 
the squad. Sgt. Henley entered the mission as the acting squad 
leader after his predecessor sustained an injury one week prior,” 
Meyer said. “Both E-5 sergeants had a choice: let fear and the 
unknown of the new position take over or lead their Soldiers to 

the best of their ability. Both leaders rose to the occasion, making 
a significant impact to the platoon and the mission.” 

As the battle continued, Bulldog troop contacted the Quick 
Reaction Force led by 3rd Platoon and included four humvees 
and a section of Soldiers led by their platoon leader, Alex 
Newsom, and senior squad leader, Staff Sgt. John Faulkenberry. 
Faulkenberry made four attempts to recover equipment, sensitive 
items and the deceased Maj. Bostick and during the recovery 
process, a gunshot wound shattered his femur. 

Faulkenberry was in dire need of medical assistance with all 
three platoons warding off the assault of a numerically superior 
force.

 Bostick’s body lay 100 meters above Meyer’s position, and 
the enemy was steadily advancing in between Bulldog Troop’s 
location Meyer explained. 

“Many casualties required immediate evacuation. 
Following the Apache’s arrival, they managed to provide 
their ample support,” Meyer said. “But the enemy unveiled 
a Degtyarov Shpagin Krupnokalibernyi (DSHK) heavy weapon 
machine gun on the mountainside above me. The machine-
gun fire struck the Apaches, forcing them to return to base. 
The only remaining external assets providing effective fire 
were Air Force fixed-wing. After discussions (on the radio) 
with other lieutenants, and my platoon sergeant, Sgt. 1st 
Class Johnny Hawley, we made the decision to fight back to a 
more defensible position.” 

Meyer ordered his troop to move to the trucks, use them for 
cover and fight their way out of the ambush area. He added how 
incredible the resiliency of an American Soldier is. 

“Stevenson, Gates, Barba, Dunn, Trapline, Eldridge and 
many others did not question or argue they moved out with 
violent intent and courage,” Meyer said of his Soldiers. 

 He added the humvees were completely full of injured 
Soldiers. Every abled body ran beside the trucks engaging 
the enemy on both sides of the river. During exfiltration, the 
formation was pinned due to intense enemy fire. Various 
RPG rounds exploded around them, leaving multiple Soldiers 

wounded with one Soldier, Pfc. Barba shot in the jaw. 
“While pinned down, Barba turned to me and said, ‘Sir, 

I’m shot!’ All I can do in the moment was to tell Barba to 
continue moving forward. We were in the kill zone and had 
to maintain momentum, so Pfc. Barba, shot in the jaw, continued 
to engage the enemy and lead by example,” Meyer said. “These 
Soldiers owed me nothing but gave me their everything for the 
unit, for the mission, and most importantly, for each other.” 

Meyer said the Soldiers managed to carve their way through 
the ambush zone, establishing a new defensive position at the 
base of 1st Platoon’s overwatch location. All wounded Soldiers, 
including Bostick, were evacuated. July 27 was a testament to 
the 191st Cavalry Regiment, the Reconnaissance Squadron for 
the 173rd Airborne Brigade fervent commitment to safeguarding 
the nation. 

“On July 27, 2007, Bulldog Troop lost two great Americans 
and sustained almost a platoon’s worth of casualties, but in 
contrast, the estimated enemy casualties were staggeringly high,” 
Meyer said. “This award is dedicated to my platoon Bulldog 
Troop and the families of Maj. Thomas Bostick and Staff Sgt. 
Ryan Fritsche.” 

In the spirit of educating the Corps of Cadets on the life 
lessons he learned throughout his military career, Meyer imparted 
words of wisdom. 

“Be authentic and be yourself. When bullets start flying, your 
Soldiers will look to you. They won’t look for perfection or the 
smartest military plan; they’ll look for courage and leadership 
from the officer standing shoulder-to-shoulder with them. When 
in charge, take charge. Care and show your Soldiers that you 
care,” Meyer said. “Colin Powell said, ‘get mad then get over it.’ 
Tough times don’t last, but tough leaders and organizations do. 
It doesn’t matter what branch you choose. Be great in whatever 
you do. I am optimistic about the future of this land because 
of you: the leaders who will take this country into the future.”   

Meyer looked to the crowd with a joyful grin and said, “I’m 
going to need help with this one,” followed by the entire Corps 
of Cadets echoing the words with him, “Go Army, Beat Navy!” 

Maj. John Meyer, the Officer Chief Legislative Liaison (OCLL) at the Pentagon, discusses his experience 
during his deployment to Afghanistan in an interview at West Point for the syndicated Podcast, the 
Sphere, on Oct. 22. In July 27, 2007, Meyer conducted patrols along the mountainous Afghanistan valley, 
near Kunar Province, when a firefight broke out between Meyer’s Bulldog troop and enemy insurgents. 
                                Photo by Jorge Garcia/PV
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M a r a t h o n 
t e a m s 
finished tops 
in academy/
ROTC division

On Oct. 17, the Army West Point marathon team 
competed in the Army Ten-Miler and entered as 
two smaller teams. These teams dominated the 
competition and placed first and second overall 
out of 61 teams competing in the military academy/
ROTC division. The team’s top performers were 
Class of 2023 Cadet Dashiell Rogers running a 55:54, 
placing 29th out of 8,955 males and Class of 2022 
Cadet Emily DiNallo running a 66:08, placing 11th 
out of 6,239 females. All runners placed in the top 
100 in their gender categories.  
       Photo by Class of 2022 Cadet Ellington Ward 
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Keller Corner: Weekly updates, COVID-19 info

KKeller CCorner

For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus information, Keller Army 
Community Hospital notifications, how to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
federal/state/local guidance and the U.S. Military Academy and Army Garrison 
West Point webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.mil/West-Point-COVID-
19-INFO/.
Mammography equipment is coming to Keller

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and Keller Army Community Hospital will 
soon be able to schedule mammogram appointments. 

The mammography equipment is scheduled to be installed in early November, and — if 
there are no issues with the installation and setup — KACH should begin to schedule patients 
by mid- to late-November.

Keller Army Community Hospital will keep beneficiaries updated on completion and dates 
when appointments can be scheduled. 

Please continue to follow Keller’s Breast Cancer Awareness campaign — every 
Wednesday in October — on our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
kellerarmycommunityhospital. 

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
If you are a victim of domestic abuse, you can receive anonymous, confidential help —

available 24/7 — by calling the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233 (SAFE).
If you are in a domestic violence emergency, call 9-1-1.

Domestic Violence Awareness Month evolved from the “Day of Unity” held in October 
1981 and conceived by the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence. 

The “Day of Unity” soon evolved into a week, and in October 1987, the first National 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month was observed. 

It is important to raise awareness, because “every nine seconds, a woman in the U.S. is 
beaten or assaulted by a current or ex-significant other” and this is unacceptable.

Every Saturday throughout October, Keller Army Community Hospital will provide 
information — on the Keller Facebook page — to raise awareness.

KACH beneficiary flu drive — Nov. 5-6 and Nov. 9
Keller Army Community Hospital is scheduled to conduct a community-wide beneficiary 

flu vaccination drive from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Nov. 5-6 and Nov. 9 at the West Point Child, Youth & 
School Services, Building 500.

See accompanying article on Page 9 for more information.

COVID-19 and Your Mental Health
Being aware of your mental health during this Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is 

paramount.  
We are familiar with viruses like the common cold and flu, but COVID-19 is new and 

presents a situation that none of us could have imagined a few short months ago. COVID-19 
has resulted in business closures, social distancing and quarantine and/or safety measures which 
have led to changes in our daily lives. 

There are several steps to reduce anxiety during this pandemic and maintain your mental 
health:

• There are small things that everyone can do, while practicing social distancing or self-
quarantine, to help reduce the amount of anxiety they are experiencing. This includes but is 
not limited to talking to a friend and asking them to be your support, find ways to clear your 
mind — take a walk or use a meditation application, or using resources like the Crisis Text 

Line (Text “MHA” to 741741).
• Realize what you can control and focus on those things that can provide you with some 

comfort.
• Be aware of the signs of anxiety. While it’s normal to be worried and stressed, people with 

anxiety tend to be more exaggerated in their feelings of worry and tension. Some symptoms 
include stomach/digestive problems, increased heart rate, or changes in energy and difficulty 
sleeping. 

Understand that your concerns are valid and your anxiety is real. The statistics prove that 
one out of five people will experience a mental health condition, and five out of five people 
go through a challenge that will affect their mental health. Seeking help is a sign of strength.

If you are taking steps to manage worry and anxiety during this pandemic, but those steps 
don’t seem to be helping, there are resources you can utilize. By seeking help, you can improve 
your lifestyle and the lives of those around you. 

Go to https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-
anxiety.html for more information.

KACH establishes parking lot check-in initiative
Keller Army Community Hospital has established a “parking lot check-in” initiative in 

an effort to prevent the spread of illness and to facilitate social distancing by reducing the 
amount of beneficiaries in the waiting room.  

As Keller clinics begin a staged re-opening of services and appointments, hospital traffic 
will increase proportionally. 

The parking lot check-in initiative expands Keller waiting rooms by allowing routinely 
scheduled patients to remain comfortably in their vehicles in the Keller parking lot until their 
health care worker is ready to receive them for their appointment.

This method is voluntary and may not be suitable for every appointment type. The option 
will be explained to patients during appointment booking.

Patients who elect to check in via parking lot check-in will be instructed to call the front 
desk of their respective clinic immediately upon arrival at the Keller parking lot. The respective 
MSA will log the patient’s arrival and confirm their mobile number. 

The appropriate clinic provider/nurse/technologist will be notified that the patient is waiting 
in the parking lot. The patient will be called and invited into the clinic when their provider/
nurse/technologist is prepared for the appointment.

Behavior Health, Optometry/Ophthalmology and Nutrition Care are not participating in 
the initiative. 

To schedule an appointment, call the Keller Appointment Center at 845-938-7992 or 800-
552-2907, 7 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Monday–Friday, Beneficiaries enrolled in TRICARE Prime or 
TRICARE Plus may make online appointments for Primary Care and Optometry at https://
www.tricareonline.com.

  
KACH Pharmacy continues “in-car” dispensing

The Keller Army Community Hospital Pharmacy continues “in-car dispensing” as a way 
for patients to receive their medications.

This is being done to prevent the spread of illness and to facilitate social distancing by 
reducing the amount of beneficiaries in the waiting room.  

The in-car, drive-up delivery is done in two easy steps:
1. Call the pharmacy prior to arriving. The pharmacy will prepare your medications to be 

ready when you arrive. Call 845-938-2271/6619/3812. 
The pharmacy staff will coordinate a time for you to 
come pick up your medication within about two hours.

2. When you arrive at the pharmacy, pull in to 
one of the numbered pharmacy parking spaces—in 
the upper parking area, and call the pharmacy again 
to have a hospital representative bring out your 
medications out to you.

Beneficiaries, or the representative, picking up 
medications must provide either a photocopy of their 
DOD ID card, or a high-quality photo (smart phone is 
acceptable) of the front and back of the beneficiary’s 
ID card.

Beneficiaries that are subject to restriction of 
movement (self-quarantine or self-isolation) can 
either coordinate through their chain-of-command 
for a representative to pick-up their medication, or 
a beneficiary’s sponsor or representative can pick up 
their medication.

In addition to these services, beneficiaries—who 
reside on West Point—can receive over-the-counter 
“cold packs” if you are exhibiting cold symptoms.   

 POINTIN FOCUS: KELLER CORNER UPDATES
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KACH West Point beneficiary flu drive

Can I receive a COVID-19 test at 
Keller if I am ‘asymptomatic?’
By Keller Army Community Hospital

A r m y  g u i d a n c e  i s  t o  o n l y  t e s t 
COVID-19 asymptomatic beneficiaries 
who are scheduled for medical procedures, 
overseas missions (deployments, TDY or 
PCS) or readiness/training requirements. 

Keller Army Community Hospital 
wil l  administer  a COVID-19 test  to 
a symptomat i c  bene f i c i a r i e s  i n  the 
following categories:

•  You are scheduled for or having 
a  su rg ica l  p rocedure  ( inpa t i en t  o r 
outpatient).

•   You are a service member with a 
“travel medicine overseas deployment” 
requirement.

•  You are a service member with 
a  “ t ra in ing”  requ i rement  (mi l i t a ry 
training, National Training Center or 
Joint Readiness Training Center).

•  You are a service member scheduled 
for “official TDY travel overseas.”

•  You are a service member/military 
family who will PCS overseas.

If you are in the above categories, 
you can book a COVID-19 test through 
the Keller Army Community Hospital 
Appointment Center at 845-938-7992 or 
800-552-2907, from 7 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Monday–Friday.

U.S. Military Academy cadets who 
require a COVID-19 test should coordinate 
through their TAC officer. 

If a beneficiary is not identified in the 
above categories, is asymptomatic and 
wants a COVID-19 test — or needs a test 
for school/college, work/employment, etc. 
— you are able to go to one of the New 
York State COVID testing sites. 

Testing locations can be found at 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-
test-site-near-you; or the NYS COVID-19 
Hotline at 888-364-3065.

It is highly recommended that you 
contact the NYS testing site prior to 
arrival/testing. 

Not all sites provide free testing and 
TRICARE does not cover asymptomatic 
testing. 

Keller Army Community Hospital is scheduled to conduct a community-wide 
beneficiary flu vaccination drive from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Nov. 5-6 and Nov. 9 at the 
West Point Child, Youth & School Services, Building 500.         Courtesy Graphic

THE KELLER SPOTLIGHTTHE KELLER SPOTLIGHT

By Robert Lanier
Keller Army Community Hospital Public 
Affairs Specialist

Keller Army Community Hospital is 
scheduled to conduct a community-wide 
beneficiary flu vaccination drive from 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. Nov. 5-6 and Nov. 9 at the West Point 
Child, Youth & School Services, Building 500.

This event will be by “appointment only.” 
Appointments can be made by calling the 
Keller Army Community Hospital Appointment 
Center at 845-938-7992 or 800-552-2907.

To expedite the flu vaccine process, 
beneficiaries are requested to download the 
“Pediatric and Adult Influenza Screening and 
Immunization Document” form for ‘each’ 
family member receiving the vaccination. 

Fill out numbers 1-7, and bring the form 
with you during your scheduled appointment.

The DHA FORM 116 — “Pediatric and 
Adult Influenza Screening and Immunization 
Document” can be found on the Keller Internet 
page at https://Keller.tricare.mil. 

This immunization drive is for all eligible 
active duty, dependents and retirees with the 
goal to vaccinate our entire community. We are 
encouraging all beneficiaries ages 6 months and 
above to come out.

Please help us vaccinate 100% of our 
population and win the battle against the flu 
this year. Please join us and bring your entire 
Family.

WHAT: West Point beneficiaries and 
community flu vaccine drive.

WHO: DOD beneficiaries.
WHEN: From 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Nov. 5-6 and 

Nov. 9.
WHERE: West Point Child, Youth & 

School Services, Building 500.

Keller Army Community Hospital would like to welcome Lt. Col. Amid Gupta, 
M.D. — an adult and child/adolescent psychiatrist. To schedule an appointment 
with Gupta, call the Multi-Disciplinary Behavioral Health Clinic, Building 606, 
at 845-938-3441. Call the Appointment Center at 845-938-7992 or 800-552-
2907.                                              Courtesy Graphic
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Upcoming MWR events

COMMUNITY FEATURED ITEMS
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

LRC Warehouse 917 and Central Issue Facility reducing operational services
The Logistics Readiness Center Warehouse 917 and Central Issue Facility will be reducing 

operational services due to the required annual 100% inventory. Due to COVID-19,  the LRC 
Warehouse 917 and Central Issue Facility has to stagger these inventories.  

• LRC Central Issue Facility Warehouse 917—CIF inventory and Class 7 items are 
scheduled through Friday.  All military personnel who will be retiring or ETSing and require 
clearing (turn-in)  through the LRC West Point Central Issue Facility during these dates will 
be required to make an appointment by contacting the below personnel:

• Betsy Young—845-938-4562.
• Jason Matzkanin—845-938-1835.

Mine Torne Road closure dates for personally-owned fi rearm ranges
Mine Torne Road will be closed to traffi  c due to personally-owned fi rearm ranges on Nov. 14.
For more details, contact Joseph Middlebrooks, 

Range Operations scheduler, at 845-938-8556 or email 
Joseph.t.middlebrooks.civ@mail.mil.

West Point-Town of the Highlands Farmers 
Market

The West Point-Town of the Highlands Farmers 
Market is open for the 2020 season. 

The farmers market takes place from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Sundays on Main Street in Highland Falls, across from 
the West Point Visitors Center. The farmers market is 
scheduled to run through October.

This year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
following policies must be rendered: face masks are 
required, follow designated paths, social distance by 
staying six-feet apart, no sampling or handling and no 
lingering/loitering. However, children 2 years and older 
are now allowed, but as long as they wear masks.

CoMMUnitY/MwrCoMMUnitY/Mwr

JUST ANNOUNCED

West Point Club Thanksgiving Dinner-to-Go Nov. 25
The West Point Club is off ering a Thanksgiving Dinner-

to-Go on Nov. 25. All orders must be called in no later than 
Nov. 20. Meal pick-up is between 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Nov. 25. 

Re-heating directions are provided. No refunds for 
cancellations after Nov. 18. The ala carte menu is only 
available with purchase of a full (to-go) order. 

This program is open to the public, but DOD visitor access 
policies apply. 

For a complete menu, visit thewestpointclub.com. For 
more details and to place an order, call 845-938-5120/8007.

Bullseye Pistol League starts today
The FMWR Recreational Shooting League starts today 

and will be held from 6:30-9 p.m. Thursdays at the Tronsrue 
Marksmanship Center. The league will run eight consecutive 
Thursdays. 

Open to DOD ID cardholders only. League size is limited to 12 patrons. There is a minimal 
cost for this event. For more details, call 845-938-1700 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

Teen Outdoor Movie Night Friday
FMWR is off ering a Tenn Outdoor Movie Night featuring A Quiet Place (PG-13). This Child 

and Youth Services event will be held from 6-8 p.m. Friday on the lawn at the Youth Center, 500 
Washington Road. 

It is open to CYS registered Middle School/Teen Center students in 6-12 grades. Parent consent 
is required on a permission slip available at the Youth Center. This event is free. 

For more details, call 845-938-3727, visit westpoint.armymwr.com or see Page 11 for graphic.

Opening Day Virtual Hunting Lottery Nov. 5
Reserve your spot for the opening day of the 2020 Big 

Game Rifl e Season. The lottery will be conducted via a virtual 
lottery system instead of in-person, as in prior years, due to 
COVID-19. 

The lottery drawing will be conducted Nov. 5. Lottery 
application forms are available online at westpoint.armymwr.
com and must be submitted no later than 5 p.m. Monday. 
Opening day of the hunting season is Nov. 21. 

For more details, call 845-938-2503 or visit westpoint.
armymwr.com.

Privately-Owned Firearms Open Range Season Nov. 
14

A privately-owned fi rearms open range session takes place 
from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Nov. 14 at Range 4 and 5, Route 293, 
across from Round Pond Recreation Area. 

FEATURED EVENT
West Point Halloween Week Now through Sunday

During Halloween Week through Sunday, the Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation is off ering many activities to include a virtual pumpkin carving contest (facebook). 
Prizes will be issued to the top three favorite carvings as selected by the community. 

Light up Lusk Reservoir at 1-6 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. Friday. There is a pumpkin drop off  
at Michie Stadium parking lot, 1-6 p.m. Friday. Winners will be announced via the FMWR 
facebook page on Monday. For more details, call 845-938-6490, visit westpoint.armymwr.
com or see Page 11 for graphic.

Eligibilities are restricted to DOD ID cardholders and their eligible dependents. The ranges — 
Range 4: Archery and Range 5: Weapons are limited to .308/7 .62 mm and below. No automatic 
weapons or rapid fi rearms are allowed. 

Outside of the caliber limitations, the Directorate of Emergency Services game warden will 
make decisions what weapons are legal to bring onto the range. The minimum age to shoot is 10 
years old. 

However, USCC and military training dates are priority, so POF dates are subject to change 
or be canceled. For additional information or to register, contact the Outdoor Recreation offi  ce at 
845-938-2503 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

West Point Community Flag Football Tuesday evening league ongoing until Nov. 24
The West Point Community Flag Football League games are played Tuesdays from 7-10 p.m. 

through Nov. 24 at the MWR Athletic Field — H-Lot. 
The league is open to all active duty personnel and DOD ID cardholders. To sign-up, call 

MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066. 
For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com. 

West Point Community Noontime Ultimate Frisbee tournament ongoing until Nov. 30
The West Point Community Noontime Ultimate Frisbee tournament is being played noon-12:45 

p.m. Monday-Friday until Nov. 30 at River Courts. 
The tournament is open to all active duty personnel and DOD ID cardholders. To sign-up, call 

MWR Intramural Sports at 845-938-3066. 
For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com. 

Cadet only hours at the West Point Bowling Center
The cadet only expanded hours at the West Point Bowling Center are from 7:30-11 p.m. Friday 

and Saturday nights. Closure is still at 7:30 p.m. for the larger West Point community. 
Outdoor seating has been added for food/beverage consumption. Indoor dining is permitted 

with social distancing measures. For more information, call 845-938-2140 or visit westpoint.
armymwr.com.
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Units, locations and times of annual flu shots at West Point
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Sprint football wins defensive battle over Navy, 7-3
Senior defensive back Peyton Pisacane (#1) and his teammates celebrate after Pisacane’s fumble recovery during Army West Point sprint football’s 7-3 victory 
over Navy Sunday at Navy-Marine Memorial Stadium in Annapolis, Md.             Photo by Virginia Shea/Army Athletic Communications

By JJ Klein
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point sprint football team 
defeated Navy, 7-3, in a defensive battle 
to claim the star as part of the Star Series 
presented by USAA Sunday afternoon at 
Navy-Marine Memorial Stadium in Annapolis, 
Maryland.

With consistent rainfall and the temperature 
in the 40s throughout the game, field position 
was crucial. Both teams’ scoring drives 
occurred after taking over in their opponent’s 
territory.  

The lone score of the first half came with 
Navy starting its drive on the Army 20-yard 
-line. The Cadets’ defense held strong, only 
surrendering two yards before Navy’s Mychal 
Golden made a 35-yard field goal attempt to 
give the Mids the 3-0 lead with 6:54 left in the 
first quarter.

In the second half, it was the Black Knights 
that benefited from favorable field position. 
Junior linebacker David Dickerson soared in to 
record an interception at the Navy 32-yard-line. 
On the second play of Army’s ensuing drive, 
junior quarterback JC Watson connected with 
senior wide receiver Justin Charette on a 29-
yard pass play that move the ball down to the 
Navy one-yard-line. 

Two plays later, Watson scooped up a low 
snap out of the shotgun and rushed forward 
into the end zone on the keeper to give Army 
the 7-3 lead with 9:05 left in the third quarter.  

The sequence helped jumpstart Army’s 
offense, which was limited to just 36 yards of 

total offense and one first down in the first half. 
The Cadets went on to gain 150 yards of total 
offense in the second half.

After a successful fake punt attempt, Navy 
was threatening to score late in third quarter. 
Though, Army’s defense held strong, forcing 
a field goal attempt, which missed short to 
preserve the Black Knights’ 7-3 lead.

On the ensuing drive, Army took 5:08 off 
the clock and pinned Navy at its own eight yard 
line after a punt from Charette, who had never 
punted in game before today.  

Navy opened the drive with two big plays, 
advancing the ball quickly to midfield. Army’s 
defense refused to break, as junior defensive 
lineman Alex Sobeski soared off the edge to 
record a 10-yard sack. 

Then on the next play, Sobeski, who 
finished the contest with 14 tackles, combined 
with freshman linebacker Luke Gigliotti for a 
loss of three to help force a Navy punt with 
just over eight minutes remaining.

The Midshipmen threatened to score again 
on their final drive of the game. After starting 
on its own 25-yard-line, Navy moved the ball 
up the field and into the Black Knights’ red 
zone. Once again Army’s defense refused to 
break and forced a turnover on downs to take 
home the star.  

 
Notes and highlights
• Army had four players record 10 or more 

tackles: Dickerson, Sobeski, Gigliotti and 
senior defensive lineman NaVonte Dean.

• Dickerson led the team with 15 tackles 
(9 solo), an interception and had 4.0 TFLs.

• Sobeski was second on the team with 14 
tackles (6 solo) and registered 2.5 TFLs.

• In his debut, Gigliotti had 11 tackles (5 
solo) and also totaled 2.5 TFLs.

• Dean notched 10 tackles (3 solo) and 
had 0.5 TFLs.  

• Charette finished the contest with four 
receptions for 91 yards.

• Watson had 133 yards through the air on 
11-for-21 passing.

• Since the start of the 2012 season, Army 
is 7-4 opposite the Mids.

• This was the 38th game in the series that 
was decided by one possession.

• The win gives Army the 2-1 advantage in 
the Star Series presented by USAA.

 
From the source
Head Coach Mark West
• On the team’s resiliency: “I can’t be more 

proud of these guys and what they’ve been able 
to accomplish this fall. Week in and week out 
these guys came out and worked hard every 
day and I’m just so proud of their effort. They 
never gave up, even though we were down 
3-0 at halftime. They came out and got the job 
done in the second half. I’m proud of all the 
guys for that.”

 • On the win: “Anytime you beat Navy, 
you feel pretty good about it, but especially 
today since it was a defensive battle. I think 
with it being the first game of the year, we 
had a tough time offensively and Navy really 
dominated the field position game in the first 
half. Our defense kept us in it. We made some 
adjustments at halftime and the offense was 

able to get the touchdown and we held on for 
the win.”

Linebacker David Dickerson
• On the interception: “(Sophomore 

defensive lineman) Brendan Windsor and I 
both saw the screen. He saw it before I did 
and he tipped it up to me. It was kind of a right 
place at the right time kind of thing. I was just 
fortunate that he tipped it up and I was able to 
come down with it. I knew that was the play 
we needed to get the offense the opportunity to 
make a play and score and turn the momentum 
in our favor.”

• On the defense’s mentality in the fourth 
quarter even after giving up some big plays: 
“We talk a lot about doing our jobs and holding 
the line and that’s really what we take pride 
in our defense for. There’s situations where 
it’s like ‘how are you going to respond when 
we're backed up to our goal line?’ and I think 
we really responded well.”

 
Wide receiver Justin Charette
• On his catch which set up Army’s 

touchdown: “Our offensive line did a great job 
giving JC time. I saw the safety and thought I 
was going to get smashed, but I undercut him 
and grabbed the ball. I was just upset I couldn't 
get in the first time, but we scored two plays 
later. I was so excited.”

• On how important big plays were: “We 
talked about it all week — the moments where 
you can have opportunities for big plays. And 
doing everything you can to make that play. 
It was a great feeling, especially as a senior.”
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Women’s Soccer blank Coast Guard
Thanks to two goals in the first 11 minutes of the game, the Army West Point women's soccer team came out on top of Coast Guard, 3-0, Friday at Clinton 
Field at Malek Stadium. The Black Knights took the lead 1-0 in the first five minutes of the game, which was followed by another score at the 11-minute mark. 
After leading 2-0 at the half, the Black Knights notched another goal in the 66th minute for the final goal of the evening. Forwards freshman Kaitlin Palaian, 
sophomore Elise Urkov and senior Morgan Walsh notched the Army goals. Senior goaltender Sydney Cassalia (above) preserved the shutout with multiple 
stops.                                                                                Photo Courtesy of Army Athletic Communications
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Army football earns blowout victory against Mercer

Freshman running back Tyrell Robinson scored his fi rst collegiate touchdown on a 53-yard reception from freshman 
quarterback Cade Ballard and also added fi ve carries for 27 yards on the ground during Army West Point football’s 49-3 
victory over Mercer Saturday at Michie Stadium.         Photo by Danny Wild/USA Today Sports for Army Athletic Communications

FOOTBALL

NOV. 7, 11:30 A.M.—AIR FORCE. MICHIE STADIUM. (TV: CBS NETWORK. (EVENT 
IS CLOSED TO OUTSIDE SPECTATORS.)

RIFLE

FRIDAY, 9 A.M.—WEST VIRGINIA, TRONSRUE MARKSMANSHIP CENTER. (VIRTUAL EVENT.) 

SATURDAY, 9 A.M.—NEBRASKA, TRONSRUE MARKSMANSHIP CENTER. (VIRTUAL EVENT.)

WOMEN'S RUGBY

SATURDAY, 11 A.M.—NAVY, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND.

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S CROSS COUNTRY

NOV. 11, 2:30 P.M.—AMERICA'S RACE, THE PLAIN.

Sports calendarSports calendar

**VIEW ARMY WEST POINT SCHEDULE AT WWW.GOARMYWESTPOINT.COM/CALENDAR.ASPX?.

By Rachel Caton
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Black Knights took care of 
business on Saturday afternoon, improving to 
6-1 on the season after a 49-3 victory over the 
Mercer Bears at Michie Stadium.

Senior running back Sandon McCoy led 
the way, finishing with a team-high three 
touchdowns on eight carries, while freshman 
running back Tyrell Robinson scored his fi rst-
career touchdown on a 53-yard reception.

Defensively, the Black Knights held Mercer 
to 221 total yards of off ense and just one fi eld 
goal and no touchdowns on the day. Linebackers 
senior Jon Rhattigan and freshman Spencer 
Jones led the way with seven tackles apiece. 

The defensive unit had three interceptions, 
including a pick-six by sophomore defensive 
back Jabari Moore. Rhattigan and sophomore 
defensive back Cameron Jones also tallied 
interceptions on the day.

The Bears got on the board fi rst, jumping 
out to a 3-0 lead on a 36-yard fi eld goal by 
Caleb Dowden.

However,  Army answered with 49 
unanswered points of their own, as they took full 
control of the game and the clock, possessing the 
ball for 35 minutes and 10 seconds of the game.

Robinson got the Black Knights on the 
board fi rst with a 53-yard reception, his fi rst-
career touchdown, from freshman quarterback 
Cade Ballard. McCoy followed with back-to-
back touchdowns, followed by a fellow b-back 
reaching the end zone as junior running back 
Cade Barnard rumbled home on a three-yard 
touchdown run in the third quarter, making it 
28-3, Army.

With just over fi ve minutes left in the third 
quarter, McCoy scored his third touchdown of 
the day, making it his third three-touchdown 
performance in his career.

Leading 35-3,  Moore returned his 
interception 29 yards to the end zone his third-
career touchdown to push the lead to 42-3.

Senior wide receiver Jordan Blackman 
capped off the scoring with his first-career 
touchdown, making it 49-3, Black Knights.

Sitting at 6-1 after the victory, the Black 
Knights were off ered and accepted a bowl bid 
to the Radiance Technologies Independence 
Bowl in Shreveport, Louisiana, becoming the 
fi rst team to do so this season.

  
Game notes
• Following the victory, Army accepted a 

bid to the Radiance Technologies Independence 

Bowl. This marks the fourth time in the last 
fi ve years that the Black Knights will be going 
bowling. Army is 3-0 in those games.

• Army improved to 6-1 on the season and 
5-0 at home.

• The Black Knights are now 21-2 at Michie 
Stadium dating back to the start of the 2017 
season.

• Army limited Mercer to three points, 

marking the fourth time this season that it has 
held its opponent to fewer than 10 points. This 
is the fi rst time since the 1968 season that Army 
has held four opponents to single digits.

• This is just the fourth time since 1970 
that Army has won at least six games in its fi rst 
seven tilts. The Black Knights started the 1996 
season with a 7-0 record. They opened the 1985 
and 1988 seasons with a 6-1 record.
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Army Director of Athletics Mike Buddie and Naval Academy Director of Athletics Chet Gladchuk announced Friday that the 121st playing of the Army-Navy Game 
presented by USAA will be played at West Point, Dec. 12. The game is being moved from Philadelphia due to attendance limits placed on outdoor events in 
the state of Pennsylvania that would not allow the entire Corps of Cadets and Brigade of Midshipmen to attend.   Graphic courtesy of Army Athletic Communications

2020 Army-Navy Game to be played at West Point
By Rachel Caton
Army Athletic Communications

Army Director of Athletics Mike Buddie 
and Naval Academy Director of Athletics Chet 
Gladchuk announced Friday that the 121st 
playing of the Army-Navy Game presented by 
USAA will be played at West Point, Dec. 12.

The game is being moved from Philadelphia 
due to attendance limits placed on outdoor 
events in the state of Pennsylvania that 
would not allow the entire Corps of Cadets 
and Brigade of Midshipmen to attend. As the 
designated home team in 2020, Army West 
Point will host the 121st iteration at historic 
Michie Stadium.

“We want to thank the City of Philadelphia, 
the Eagles and all involved in the planning for 

their eff orts to navigate this historic game in 
the current COVID-19 climate,” Buddie said. 
“We are excited about this historic opportunity 
to host Navy and the Brigade inside the gates 
of West Point for the fi rst time since 1943.”

 It marks the fi rst time the Army-Navy 
Game has been played at a home site since 
World War II when Annapolis hosted the 1942 
game and West Point the 1943 game. The two 
schools also rotated hosting the fi rst four games 
from 1890-1893.

“The health and welfare of the Corps of 
Cadets and Brigade of Midshipmen is the 
number one priority,” said Lt. Gen. Darryl A. 
Williams, Superintendent of the U.S. Military 
Academy. “Hosting the Army-Navy Game on 
West Point will be the safest way for the Cadets 
and Midshipmen to experience the game.”

Navy leads in the all-time series, 61-52.
“Unfortunately, we will not be allowed to 

visit the home of Army-Navy this December,” 
Gladchuk said. “History will repeat itself as 
we stage this cherished tradition on academy 
grounds as was the case dating back to World 
War II. 

“Every eff ort was made to create a safe 
and acceptable environment for the Brigade, 
the Corps and our public while meeting 
city and state requirements. However, 
medical conditions and protocols dictate the 
environment in which we live,” he added. 
“Therefore, on to the safe haven of West Point 
on Dec. 12, and let it ring true that even in the 
most challenging of times, the spirit and intent 
of the Brigade of Midshipmen and Corps of 
Cadets still prevails.” 

“For service academies, athletic competition 
is essential to developing tough, resilient 
leaders with competitive mindsets who are 
prepared to serve our country in uniform. 
There is no better representation of that than 
the Army-Navy football game each year,” said 
the U.S. Naval Academy’s Superintendent Vice 
Admiral Sean Buck. “We will miss the warm 
welcome the city of Philadelphia provides to 
Army and Navy fans, however, we are thrilled 
to continue this longstanding tradition by 
playing the 121st Army-Navy Game at Michie 
Stadium at West Point this year.” 

 It is unlikely there will be fan attendance 
allowed at Michie Stadium beyond the Corps 
of Cadets and Brigade of Midshipmen.

The game will be televised at 3 p.m. Dec. 
12 by CBS Television Network.


