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Cadets observe static displays of artillery and rocket systems’ surrounding the Field Artillery display during Branch Week Aug. 31-Sept. 5. Branch Week is an 
annual event that allows cadets to explore all 17 U.S. Army offi  cer branches. Cadets from each class year had a chance to speak with branch representatives 
to help them decide which military profession best fi ts them.                                       Photo by Jorge Garcia/PV
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What the payroll tax deferral means for Soldiers
With plans to put payroll taxes on ice for the rest of the year, Army fi nance offi  cials warn Soldiers the tax breaks are temporary and will be collected starting 
in January.                    Photo by Thomas Hamilton III/U.S. Army Europe

By Thomas Brading
Army News Service

WASHINGTON—With plans to put 
payroll taxes on ice for the rest of the year, 
Army fi nance offi  cials warn Soldiers the tax 
breaks are temporary and will be collected 
starting in January.

In order to provide relief during the 
COVID-19 pandemic ,  a  p res ident ia l 
memorandum was issued last month, followed 
by guidance from the Internal Revenue Service 
a few weeks later, to temporarily defer Social 
Security taxes.

Eff ective this month and through the end 
of calendar 2020, the federal government 
will defer the withholding of payroll tax in 
order to provide relief during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Soldiers will be responsible to pay 
their deferred taxes between January and April 
30, said Larry Lock, chief of Compensation 
and Entitlements for the Army’s G-1 offi  ce.

The Federal Insurance Contributions 
Act, or FICA, is the U.S. federal payroll 
tax and part of former President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s New Deal domestic program. It’s 
essentially a trust fund for American workers, 
with every paycheck taking 6.2% in gross 
wages for Social Security.

FICA taxes go into a government trust 
fund, which pays out to retired Soldiers 
and eligible benefi ciaries. Soldiers should  
understand their money goes back into the 
Social Security program come next year, 
Lock said.

So what does this mean for the Soldiers? 

According to the emergency declaration 
signed by President Donald Trump last month, 
individuals whose monthly basic pay is less 
than $8,666.66 will benefi t from this deferral.

If the monthly rate of basic pay is at or 
above this threshold, the Social Security 
tax withholding will not be aff ected by the 
temporary deferral. This threshold was 
established by the Department of Treasury.

Soldiers with monthly wages under the 
threshold are not eligible to opt-out of the 
deferral, which will happen automatically.

This essentially impacts all enlisted 
Soldiers; offi  cers at the grade O-1 through O-4; 
grade O-5 with less than 16 years of service; 
grade O-6 with less than 14 years of service; 
and all warrant offi  cers from W-1 through W-4.

If Soldiers separate or retire in 2020 

before Social Security taxes are collected in 
2021, they will still be responsible for the tax 
repayment, Lock said.

The best way to plan is two-fold, Lock 
said. First, Soldiers should check their 
Leave and Earnings Statement, or LES, in 
the deductions sections for FICA-SOCIAL 
SECURITY taxes. Once there, they can 
identify the amount deferred for the applicable 
pay period, he said.

After that, Soldiers should adjust for their 
tax liabilities during the period of January 
through April 2021. The deferral and tax 
liability will be administered by the Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service.

As more information becomes available, it 
will be posted at https://www.dfas.mil/taxes/
Social-Security-Deferral/.



3September 10, 2020Pointer View     POINTIN FOCUS: HONORING THE BUFFALO SOLDIERS

West Point honors Buffalo Soldier history

Melvin Smith (right), president of the Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club of West Point, and retired Air Force Senior Master Sgt. Duane Ware pay homage to the 
history of the Buffalo Soldiers at West Point during the Buffalo Soldier ceremony Sunday at Buffalo Soldier Field. The event honors the service of the 9th and 
10th Cavalry Regiments of the Buffalo Soldiers who served from 1907-46 at West Point.                                                                                        Photos by Jorge Garcia/PV

Col. Hise Gibson (above), Department of Systems 
Engineering professor, gives a speech to 
commemorate the Buffalo Soldiers. (Right) Lt. Col. 
Frederick Black, 1st Lt. Alyssa Valdez, the wreath 
bearer, and Gibson (from right to left) salute the 
wreath during the Buffalo Soldier ceremony. 
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SEE BRANCH WEEK, PAGE 5

 POINT IN FOCUS: BRANCH WEEK 2020
Cadets explore career options during annual Branch Week event

Branch representative Sgt. Sadie Vollendorf, a military working dog handler with the Military Police Corps, is putting 
on an exhibition showcasing the MP dog bringing down an MP Soldier with a bite suit. 

Story and photos by Jorge Garcia
PV Staff Writer

Despite COVID-19 causing the cancellation 
of training events throughout the year, the staff 
and faculty at the U.S. Military Academy took 
all the appropriate measures to make sure the  
annual Branch Week event went off without a 
hitch Aug. 31-Sept. 5. Branch Week is one of 
the essential aspects of a cadet’s experience at 
West Point. It’s the main effort for the branch 
education and mentorship program to help the 
Corps of Cadets decide on their future. 

Over the four-year journey, the cadets have 
to learn what branches the Army offers and put 
in their preferences for receiving their branch 
in their senior year. Still, the proper education 
on the importance of their choices is crucial in 
helping them make that lifelong decision, Capt. 
Michael D. Rodriguez, the Branch Week lead 
planner, said.

Before Branch Week began Aug. 31, cadets 
gain an idea of what Army branches will be like 
through other branch efforts like conversations 
with the staff and faculty at West Point, who 
have experience in branches. Another branch 
effort is an event called Cadet Troop Leadership 
Training, Rodriguez added. CTLT is held during 
the summer where cadets can go out to specific 
Army installations and shadow a lieutenant to 
learn about their branch of choice; however, 
COVID-19 caused the cancellation of CTLT 
this summer. 

“The pandemic threw a huge wrench into 
our plans. But overall, we knew (Branch Week) 
still had to happen,” Rodriguez said. “We 
understand how critical it is for these cadets, 
specifically the senior cadets who are about to 
pick the branch that will dictate the rest of their 
career in the Army.”

This year, with other branch efforts canceled 
or condensed, branch week is the main 
education piece where the staff and faculty 
at West Point and Army units from across the 

nation can bring the knowledge in 17 different 
branch options to the cadets. Usually, each year 
cadets submit an initial preference so the Army 
branches can get an idea of what the cadets’ 

thinking process is like during selection.
Cadets walk by the stations with face 

masks observing static displays such as the 
artillery and rocket systems’ surrounding the 
Field Artillery display or the Military Police 
training exhibit where a trained MP dog chases 
and brings down a Soldier wearing a bite suit. 

All of the displays give the cadets context 
on what they might consider as a career choice 
in the Army.

By their firstie year, cadets put in their 
preferences again with Branch Week being their 
final chance in determining what branch suits 
them best. After finishing with Branch Week, 
firsties put in their sixth and final preference 
choice sheet that gets input to a system that 
designates the official branch they will serve 
in the Army. On Dec. 2, firsties will get their 
branch results.

Subsequently, the Army branches go 
through their preferences, choosing the right 
cadet for their branch. In previous years, cadets 
picked their branch, with the Army branches 
unable to influence who joins their ranks.

“Ironically, the (previous branching 
process) had less success with cadets deciding 
what they want out of the Army,” Rodriguez 
said. “Now, it’s a more balanced effort. On 
one side, it’s convincing cadets that maybe 
that branch wasn’t good for them, and on the 
other side, Army branches understanding how 

to make cadets realize what branch fits them 
the most.”

Rodriguez said that every branch has its 
own distinct culture and style. Cadets need 
to learn everything they can about the culture 
before making an ill-advised decision. For 
Class of 2021 Cadet Trevor Halleck, his 
experience with Branch Week over the years 
was an enlightening experience. Through the 
years, speaking with the right people helped 
him learn everything he needed to know about 
infantry culture.

“My top choice is Infantry right now. 
I eventually want to be an Infantry officer 
because I want to provide Soldiers the best 
opportunity to lead and mentor other Soldiers 
from diverse backgrounds,” Halleck said. 
“Actually, in my plebe year, I had (Infantry) 
as my last choice. Now, as a firstie, I have it as 
my first choice.”

Class of 2021 Cadet Darnell Diego said 
that speaking with the Engineer Corps during 
his time at West Point helped him understand 
the course he needed to take with his career. 

During his four years at West Point, he 
is working toward a degree in geospatial 
engineering and working with people from 
different functional engineering areas. They 
have explained the various job opportunities 
afforded to him if he were to pursue the 

Gen. Paul Funk (above), who assumes duties as the 17th commanding general 
of Training and Doctrine Command, provides cadets with a perspective on the 
Armor branch during the annual Branch Week event.
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BRANCH WEEK, cont’d from Page 4

(Above) An Oshkosh Heavy Expanded Mobility Tactical Truck 
(HEMMT) is on display at the Air defense artillery station during 
Branch Week Aug. 31-Sept. 5 at West Point. (Right) A branch 
representative provides a cadet with insight on the Air Defense 
Artillery branch during Branch Week. Branch Week is one of the 
essential aspects of a cadet’s experience at West Point. It’s the 
main effort for the branch education and mentorship program to 
help the Corps of Cadets decide on their future. 

Engineer Corps.
“It’s really about getting out there and 

talking to people with the experience in the 
area you want to work in. Talking with them 
and picking their brain gives you an idea of 
what you want after you graduate,” Diego said. 

Additionally, in the past, it was optional 
for female cadets to select combat branches. 
However, this year will mark the first time they 
must choose a combat branch. 

For Class of 2024 Cadet Chase Campbell, 
this is the proper direction to encourage more 
gender equality.

“It’s not perfect yet, and there is still sexism, 
but it’s definitely getting better,” Campbell said. 
“So far, I think West Point has done a great job 
of improving (gender diversity).”

Seeing more gender diversity was vital 
in helping Class of 2024 Cadet Darby Horne 
choose an initial branch. She added it would be 
disheartening if only male Soldiers promoted 
the infantry branches, but luckily for her, female 
Soldiers were out in abundance representing the 
combat branches.

“It’s really neat walking around and seeing 
all these heavy-hitting (combat) branches have 
females,” Horne said. “It’s nice seeing females 
and knowing if they can do it, then maybe I can 
do it, and if they love it and they want to stick 
with it, then maybe it’s something I can love.”

Rodriguez added that while its good to be 
passionate about the chosen branch, the cadet 
needs context on the adversities he or she will 
encounter throughout his or her career. Cadets 
will face war, drudging hardships and deal with 
the imperfections of their branch. 

Essentially, the key is to find the passion 
within the imperfection of the chosen profession. 

“So this one week, they’ve got all the 
branches here. Carefully go through each branch 
and find out what the negatives and positives are 
in your mind and start conceptualizing where 
you fit in,” Rodriguez said. “I went to West 
Point, I graduated here, we had Branch Weeks, 
I discovered the Armor branch and I love my 
branch. So, for the cadet on the fence about 
their choice, go with your gut and pick the one 
you feel the most comfortable in.”
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Honoring a fallen firefighter
Firefighter Alec Tannenbaum’s service to the West Point community was commemorated by a memorial display at West Point’s Washington Road Fire Station in 
early August. Tannenbaum, a Marine Corps veteran, was found unresponsive in his home after a long weekend working on West Point and responding to emergency 
calls as a volunteer with the Vails Gate Fire Department.                                     Courtesy Photo
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The Keller Army Community Hospital team and the Defense Health Agency 
are proud to announce the launch of the brand new Keller Army Community 
Hospital Internet site. This new website — which launched Tuesday — can 
be found at https://Keller.tricare.mil and contains many new features that will 
help provide better services to Keller beneficiaries.                     Courtesy Photo

Newly launched KACH Internet 
site improves patient experience

 POINTIN FOCUS: KELLER CORNER UPDATES

Can I receive a COVID-19 test at 
Keller if I am ‘asymptomatic?’
B y  K e l l e r  A r m y  C o m m u n i t y 
Hospital

A r m y  g u i d a n c e  i s  t o  o n l y  t e s t 
COVID-19 asymptomatic beneficiaries 
w h o  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  m e d i c a l 
p r o c e d u r e s ,  o v e r s e a s  m i s s i o n s 
(deployments, TDY or PCS) or readiness/
training requirements. 

Keller Army Community Hospital 
will  administer  a COVID-19 test  to 
asymptoma t i c  bene f i c i a r i e s  i n  t he 
following categories:

•  You are scheduled for or having 
a  su rg i ca l  p rocedure  ( i npa t i en t  o r 
outpatient).

•    You are a service member with a 
“travel medicine overseas deployment” 
requirement.

•  You are a service member with 
a  “ t r a in ing”  r equ i remen t  (mi l i t a ry 
training, National Training Center or 
Joint Readiness Training Center).

•  You are a service member scheduled 
for “official TDY travel overseas.”

•  You are a service member/military 

family who will PCS overseas.
If you are in the above categories, 

you can book a COVID-19 test through 
the Keller Army Community Hospital 
Appointment Center at 845-938-7992 
or 800-552-2907, from 7 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Monday–Friday.

U . S .  M i l i t a r y  A c a d e m y  c a d e t s 
who require a COVID-19 test should 
coordinate through their TAC officer. 

If a beneficiary is not identified in the 
above categories, is asymptomatic and 
wants a COVID-19 test — or needs a test 
for school/college, work/employment, 
etc. — you are able to go to one of the 
New York State COVID testing sites. 

Testing locations can be found at 
https: / /coronavirus .heal th .ny.gov/
find-test-site-near-you ;  or the NYS 
COVID-19 Hotline at 888-364-3065.

It is highly recommended that you 
contact the NYS testing site prior to 
arrival/testing. 

Not all sites provide free testing and 
TRICARE does not cover asymptomatic 
testing. 

By Robert K. Lanier
Public Affairs Officer, Keller Army 
Community Hospital

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
team and the Defense Health Agency are proud 
to announce the launch of the brand new Keller 
Army Community Hospital Internet site. 

This new website — which launched 
Tuesday — can be found at https://Keller.
tricare.mil and contains many new features 
that will help provide better services to Keller 
beneficiaries. 

“Standardizing military hospital and 
clinic websites will help our patients across 
the Military Health System to access all of 
the information they need to manage their 
health care and their TRICARE benefit,” U.S. 
Army Lt. Gen. Ronald Place, DHA director, 
said. “This change will make it easier for our 
service members, retirees and families to find 
the information they need to navigate and 
access health care information. As our service 
members and families move across the country 
and around the world, having a standard 
website will be one less thing they will have 
to learn at their new location.”

All military hospitals and clinic websites 
will move to the same, new platform. This 
means you will have the same, high-quality 
web services from wherever you are around 
the world. 

Are you planning to move or going through 
a permanent change of station (PCS)? The 
standard website layout and features will make 
your transition easier. You won’t have to learn 
a new site after you PCS.

The new website is modern and user-
friendly. It’s designed to make information 
faster and easier to find. And it includes tools 
and widgets to help you.

Improved Website Features
Using your local military hospital or clinic 

websites will be easier. Key features include:
• Standard look and feel.
• Ease of navigation.
• Up-to-date health care information.
• Local health services.
• Central TRICARE information.
• Easy to find data on quality, patient safety 

and access.
As a one-stop shop, you can easily get from 

your local military hospital or clinic website 
to the TRICARE website. 

You can access health and benefit 
information and updates at your local level 
and the national level.

Keller  Army Community Hospi ta l 
will continue to maintain health-related 
information campaigns and messaging, 
and hospital events on their Facebook 
page  a t  https: / /www.facebook.com/
kellerarmycommunityhospital.

After teleworking and/or isolating at home, “you want to get away” or you’re 
feeling a little more comfortable with the decision to travel away from your 
local community. Travel — specifically in states with high rates of COVID-19 
— increases your chances of getting infected and spreading illness. Staying 
home remains the best way to protect yourself and others from getting sick. 
But if you are thinking about traveling away from your local community, visit 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-in-the-us.html 
for information on travel during the COVID-19 pandemic.     Courtesy Graphic

Stay safe during travels
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Keller Corner: Weekly updates, COVID-19 info

KKeller CCorner

For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus information, Keller Army 
Community Hospital notifications, how to stop the spread of COVID-19, 
federal/state/local guidance and the U.S. Military Academy and Army Garrison 
West Point webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.mil/West-Point-COVID-
19-INFO/.
September is National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month

September is National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month, and we “ALL” have a role 
in helping to prevent suicides. Keller Army Community Hospital and other mental health 
organizations and individuals across the U.S. and around the world are raising awareness of 
suicide prevention during September.

Suicide remains a major public health problem. It is the 10th leading cause of death for 
all Americans. 

Each year, nearly 45,000 people take their own lives, and more than 375,000 people are 
treated in emergency rooms for self-inflicted injuries related to suicide attempts.

The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline is a national network of local crisis centers that 
provides free and confidential emotional support to people in suicidal crisis or emotional 
distress 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

The Lifeline can be reached by calling 1-800-273-8255 or visit http://www.
suicidepreventionlifeline.org/. 

KACH establishes parking lot check-in initiative
Keller Army Community Hospital has established a “parking lot check-in” initiative in 

an effort to prevent the spread of illness and to facilitate social distancing by reducing the 
amount of beneficiaries in the waiting room.  

As Keller clinics begin a staged re-opening of services and appointments, hospital traffic 
will increase proportionally. 

The parking lot check-in initiative expands Keller waiting rooms by allowing routinely 
scheduled patients to remain comfortably in their vehicles in the Keller parking lot until their 
health care worker is ready to receive them for their appointment.

This method is voluntary and may not be suitable for every appointment type. The option 
will be explained to patients during appointment booking.

Patients who elect to check in via parking lot check-in will be instructed to call the front 
desk of their respective clinic immediately upon arrival at the Keller parking lot. The respective 
MSA will log the patient’s arrival and confirm their mobile number. 

The appropriate clinic provider/nurse/technologist will be notified that the patient is 
waiting in the parking lot. The patient will be called and invited into the clinic when their 
provider/nurse/technologist is prepared for the appointment.

Behavior Health, Optometry/Ophthalmology and Nutrition Care are not participating in 
the initiative. 

To schedule an appointment, call the Keller Appointment Center at 845-938-7992 or 800-
552-2907, 7 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Monday–Friday, Beneficiaries enrolled in TRICARE Prime or 
TRICARE Plus may make online appointments for Primary Care and Optometry at https://
www.tricareonline.com.

  
KACH Pharmacy continues “in-car” dispensing

The Keller Army Community Hospital Pharmacy continues “in-car dispensing” as a way 
for patients to receive their medications.

This is being done to prevent the spread of illness and to facilitate social distancing by 
reducing the amount of beneficiaries in the waiting room.  

The in-car, drive-up delivery is done in two easy steps:
1. Call the pharmacy prior to arriving. The pharmacy will prepare your medications to be 

ready when you arrive. Call 845-938-2271/6619/3812. The pharmacy staff will coordinate a 
time for you to come pick up your medication within about two hours.

2. When you arrive at the pharmacy, pull in to one of the numbered pharmacy parking 
spaces—in the upper parking area, and call the pharmacy again to have a hospital representative 
bring out your medications out to you.

Beneficiaries, or the representative, picking up medications must provide either a photocopy 
of their DOD ID card, or a high-quality photo (smart phone is acceptable) of the front and 
back of the beneficiary’s ID card.

Beneficiaries that are subject to restriction of movement (self-quarantine or self-isolation) 
can either coordinate through their chain-of-command for a representative to pick-up their 
medication, or a beneficiary’s sponsor or representative can pick up their medication.

In addition to these services, beneficiaries—who reside on West Point—can receive over-
the-counter “cold packs” if you are exhibiting cold symptoms.   

JOES lets KACH know ‘how we are doing’
Did you receive a Joint Outpatient Experience Survey (JOES) in the mail after your visit 

to Keller Army Community Hospital? If so, let us know how we did.
JOES has replaced the Army Provider Level Satisfaction Survey (APLSS). JOES will 

combine and standardize long-standing methods used by the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Defense Health Agency/National Capital Region to learn about beneficiary health care 
experiences with the goal of making them better. 

This single outpatient-visit based instrument will assist military treatment facilities with 
their goal of becoming a high reliability organization.

Keller requests that you don’t forget to fill out the survey if you receive it in the mail. 
Keller values you your comments and suggestions. 

Keller clinics can receive up to $1,000 for each “completely satisfied” survey returned. 
Surveys returned with satisfactory marks help us keep our clinics up to date with the latest 
equipment and services available to you.

 POINTIN FOCUS: KELLER CORNER UPDATES
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WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

COVID-19: MWR facility 
and program updates

COMMUNITY FEATURED ITEM
2020 Staff  & Faculty Noontime Ultimate Frisbee open play sign-ups

The MWR Sports Offi  ce has been approved to conduct the 2020 Staff  & Faculty Noontime 
Ultimate Frisbee open play competition. 

All games will be played at River Courts only. Play will start on Sept. 28. Deadline for 
team entries will be Sept. 22.    

Open play will be open to all active duty personnel and DOD civilians only.
Due to COVID-19 safety guidelines, all participants must wear gloves and masks and teams 

must supply their own Frisbees. Teams will play 5-on-5, with a roster limit of 10 players per 
team. Although it can be a diff erent 10 per day. Teams subs must be on opposite sides of fi eld. 

Department and/or units may put in multiple teams if there is enough interest. 
All individuals interested in playing or need more details, contact James McGuinness, 

MWR Sports Offi  ce, at 845-938-3066 or email james.p.mcguinness.naf@mail.mil.

The following services are open:
• Army Community Service (ACS)—Open and operational. Leading closet is closed. Call 

ACS at 845-938-4621.
• Arts & Crafts—Arts & Crafts is open by appointment for framing and gift shop services. 

Appointments can be made by calling 845-938-4812 and will be available on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. There is now an online store at https://webtrac.mwr.army.mil/
webtrac103/wbwsc/westpointrectrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?wbsi=&xxmod=ps&xxsearch=yes.

• Automotive Center—It is open for “Self-Help” patrons and “Fleet Services” only. Hours 
of operation are 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. For complete details, visit https://westpoint.
armymwr.com/programs/automotive-center.

• (NEW) BOSS/Buff alo Soldier Pavilion—It is now open. For details, call 845-938-6497/7060.
• CYS Middle School and Teen Center (Youth Center Bldg. 500)—It is open for authorized 

DOD youth in grades 6-12. For COVID-19 rules and facility guidelines, visit https://westpoint.
armymwr.com/programs/middle-school-teen-center-mst. 

•  CYS Youth Sports—Fall Youth Sports will commence Monday-Nov. 5. Sports off ered are 
soccer, fl ag football and the running club. Masks must be worn by all players and spectators. 
Registration is open until Friday. To register, call Parent Central Service at 845-938-0939/4458.
SEE Page 12 for graphic.

• CYS Youth Sports needs coaches for soccer, fl ag football and the Running Club. The Season 
runs Sept. 14-Nov. 5. For details, call 845-938-3208. SEE Page 12 for graphic.

• CYS Parent Central Services—It has new expanded appointment hours from 8 a.m.-4 p.m, 
Monday-Friday for Lee CYS Facility, Bldg. 140. Walk-in registrations will not be facilitated at 
this time. To schedule an appointment, call 845-938-4458/0939/3969.

• CYS School Age Center Lee Area CYS Facility—It is now off ering full Day Care 6 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday beginning Monday. Register now on militarychildcare.com. For 
details, call 845-938-8530/0941.

• MWR Fitness Center— Eff ective immediately, the MWR Fitness Center will be open 5:30 
a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 5:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
It is open for active duty, DOD civilians, military dependents and retirees. Active duty and DOD 
civilians only from 5:30-7:30 a.m. Monday-Friday. No visitors, contractors or other categories 
are allowed at this time. For complete listing of hours of operation and applicable rules, visit 
https://westpoint.armymwr.com/programs/mwr-fi tness-center. 

• (NEW) Adult Intramural Sports— MWR Intramural Sports are back this fall. The Noontime 
Ultimate Frisbee open play commences Sept. 28. The Flag Football league begins Sept. 29. To 
register, call 845-938-3066.

• West Point Bowling Center— Lanes are now open at regular hours without reservations 
needed. Food and Beverage in-house dining is now available with social distancing. In addition, 
it is open 11 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Monday through Sunday for food delivery and pick up.

• Outdoor Recreation (ODR) equipment checkout/rental—All products in its inventory are 
for renting. No delivery/set-up/pick-up at this time. All equipment must be picked up at its offi  ce. 
It is off ering no contact pickup. Thorough cleaning/disinfecting is completed by staff  before 
issue and at turn-in of each rented item. Hours of operation are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday-Monday. 

• Leisure Travel Services—It is open by appointment only. Call 845-938-3601.
• Morgan Farm—It is open for pet grooming, pet kenneling, horseback riding lessons and 

horse boarding. For details, call 845-938-3926.
• Stony Child Development Center and School-Age Center—Open to all customers on space 

available basis. For details, call 845-938-4798.
• West Point Golf Course—It is open for play, however, the driving range is closed due to 

construction. No clinics, lessons or events for the season. A full menu is now available. 
• West Point Club—Now open from 10:30 a.m.–2 p.m. Monday-Friday for lunch at 50% 

capacity. The Bistro 603 is Grab-N-Go from 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Monday-Friday and Dinner To Go 
should be ordered by 2 p.m. for pickup between 4–6:30 p.m. (no delivery).

The following services are closed or canceled (until further notice):
• Morgan Farm Summer Horseback Riding Camps (lessons still available).
• Oktoberfest canceled Spet. 18-19.
Check the MWR Facebook page for updates at https://www.facebook.com/westpointfmwr. 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
LRC Warehouse 917 and Central Issue Facility reducing operational services

The Logistics Readiness Center Warehouse 917 and Central Issue Facility will be reducing 
operational services due to the required annual 100% inventory. Due to COVID-19,  the LRC 
Warehouse 917 and Central Issue Facility has to stagger these inventories.  

• Warehouse 917, WB4 and WB9 Reimbursable, Expendable and Durable inventories are 
scheduled for Monday through Oct. 2.

• LRC Central Issue Facility Warehouse 917—CIF inventory and Class 7 items are 
scheduled for Oct. 2 through Oct. 30.  All military personnel who will be retiring or ETSing 
and require clearing (turn-in)  through the LRC West Point Central Issue Facility during these 
dates will be required to make an appointment prior to Oct. 2 by contacting the below personnel:

• Betsy Young—845-938-4562.
• Jason Matzkanin—845-938-1835.

Free historic West Point map with $50 purchase at the DUSA Gift Shop
The Daughters of the U.S. Army Gift Shop, located inside the West Point Museum, has new 

hours and is open 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday. For a limited time, shoppers will 
receive a museum-quality, 18”x24” 1883 historic map of West Point, free with any purchase 
of $50 or more while supplies last.  

DUSA has a selection of West Point clothing and exclusive items such as West Point China, 
leather bags and Cadet ornaments. Find us at shop.dusagiftshop.org, choose “store pick-up” 
and your order will be waiting for you. Follow the DUSA Gift Shop on Facebook at DUSA 
West Point Gift Shop and Instagram at dusawestpointgiftshop. 

West Point PWOC—COVID-19 update
The Protestant Women of the Chapel will still be meeting this fall. However, it will look a 

little diff erent. All groups will meet from 7-8:30 p.m. Thursdays. If you have typically come 
on Tuesday mornings, please meet at the Cadet Chapel. The regular Thursday night group will 
continue to meet at the Post Chapel. 

Unfortunately, watchcare is still unavailable and communal food/coff ee will not be provided. 
Please follow the “West Point PWOC” page for the latest updates as things are constantly 

changing. 
We are thankful that the Lord is providing us a way to fellowship in these times and look 

forward to seeing you all soon. 

West Point-Town of the Highlands Farmers 
Market

The West Point-Town of the Highlands Farmers 
Market is open for the 2020 season. 

The farmers market takes place from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Sundays on Main Street in Highland Falls, across from 
the West Point Visitors Center. 

The farmers market is scheduled to run through 
October.

This year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
following policies must be rendered: face masks are 
required, follow designated paths, social distance by 
staying six-feet apart, no sampling or handling and no 
lingering/loitering. 

However, children 2 years and older are now allowed, 

CoMMUnitY/MwrCoMMUnitY/Mwr



12 September 10, 2020 Pointer View    



13September 10, 2020Pointer View    SPortSSPortS

Army West Point shuts down Middle Tennessee State in opener
By JJ Klein
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point football team held 
nothing back in its 42-0 home-opening victory 
against Middle Tennessee State Saturday at 
Michie Stadium. 

It was the Black Knights’ first home 
opening shutout since blanking Colgate on 
Sept. 11, 1993, by a 30-0 score. 

The defense stood strong in the contest 
intercepting two passes and forcing a pair of 
fumbles. Army scored three times thanks to 
defensive turnovers. 

Senior captain running back Sandon 
McCoy led the Black Knights’ offense with 
three rushing touchdowns. Freshman running 
back Tyrell Robinson made his collegiate 
debut in the contest and led both sides with 94 
rushing yards. 

 
How it happened
• The Black Knights pressed the Blue 

Raiders early on, scoring off a turnover in the 
first quarter to go ahead 7-0. 

•  Junior  defens ive  back  Cedr ick 
Cunningham forced a Middle Tennessee 
State fumble two minutes into the game at the 
opponent’s 44-yard line. Senior linebackerJon 
Rhattigan recovered the ball to set up the first 
Army touchdown of the season. 

• McCoy punched the ball through on a 
one-yard run to cap a nine play, 43-yard, four-
minute drive. 

• After putting up another defensive stop, 
the Black Knights took over for the next nine 
minutes. 

• McCoy notched his second touchdown of 
the day at the 14:06 mark of the second quarter 
thanks to a two-yard conversion. 

• The Cadets were poised for a field goal 
attempt at 7:56, but a roughing the kicker call 
by the Blue Raiders enabled another Army 
touchdown by McCoy. 

• Army led 21-0 at the half and all of 
its drives in the first 30 minutes of the game 
resulted in rushing touchdowns. 

• The Black Knights didn’t slow down 
in the second half and scored back-to-back 
touchdowns in a 4:15 span.

• Senior quarterback Christian Anderson 
scored his first of the year off a 24-yard rush 
to cap a seven play, 71-yard drive. 

• The Cadets’ defense caused another 
turnover which resulted in an Army touchdown 
at 6:33 in the third quarter. 

• Rhattigan intercepted a pass for a 43-yard 
pick six to help Army to a 35-0 advantage. 

• The Black Knights continued to control 
the pace of the game well into the fourth quarter 
thanks to a 99-yard march up the field in a 12:26 
minute span. 

• Sophomore running back Anthony Adkins 
charged up the Army sideline, shedding would 
be tacklers for a 22-yard touchdown carry to 
increase Army’s lead to 42-0. 

Game notes
• Head Coach Jeff Monken is 6-1 in home-

openers at West Point and has won five straight.
• This was Army’s first shutout at Michie 

Stadium since it blanked Fordham, 55-0, on 
Oct. 29, 2011.

• Dating back to last season, Army’s last 11 
drives that did not result in the end of regulation 
at Michie Stadium have resulted in touchdowns.

• The Black Knights’ defensive unit limited 
the Blue Raiders to 184 yards of total offense.

• The Cadets have seen 142 minutes and 17 
seconds of action since their last punt at Michie 
Stadium. Army’s last punt on its home turf 
occurred at the 7:17 mark of the third quarter 
against UMass on Nov. 9, 2019.

• The Cadets only had two offensive plays 
go for negative yardage, both of which were 
losses of just one yard.

• McCoy recorded his fourth career multi-
touchdown game, finding the endzone three 
times in the first half.

• McCoy tied his career high, scoring his 
third rushing score of the afternoon at the 7:14 
mark of the second quarter.

• Rhattigan’s 43-yard pick-six was Army’s 
first since Max Regan took an interception 48 
yards to the house at Rice on Oct. 7, 2017.

• Cunningham registered his first career 
forced fumble in addition to leading the team 
with seven tackles (5 solo). 

• Robinson led all rushers with 94 yards in 
his collegiate debut on nine carries. He had a 
long rush of 37 yards on the first drive of the 
second half.

Up next
• The Black Knights continue their 

homestand Saturday at Michie Stadium with 
a 1:30 p.m. game against Louisiana Monroe. 

Sophomore running back Anthony Adkins dodges a tackler and races upfield for a 22-yard touchdown run to cement 
Army West Point’s 42-0 victory over Middle Tennessee State Saturday at Michie Stadium. Adkins finished the day with 
34 yards rushing on four carries and a touchdown.          Photo by Dustin Satloff/Courtesy of Army Athletic Communications
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Nine cadets named CGA All-America scholar-athletes

FOOTBALL

SATURDAY, 1:30 P.M.—LOUISIANA-MONROE, MICHIE STADIUM.

SEPT. 19, 3:30 P.M.—BYU, MICHIE STADIUM.

SEPT. 26, TBD—CINCINNATI, NIPPERT STADIUM IN CINCINNATI, OHIO.

OCT. 3, 1:30 P.M.—ABILENE CHRISTIAN, MICHIE STADIUM.

OCT. 10, 1:30 P.M.—THE CITADEL, MICHIE STADIUM.

OCT. 17, 1:30 P.M.—UTSA, ALAMODOME IN SAN ANTONIO.

**VIEW ARMY WEST POINT SCHEDULE AT WWW.GOARMYWESTPOINT.COM/CALENDAR.
ASPX?.

Sports calendarSports calendarSports calendar

The College Gymnastics Association announced in late August that nine members of the Army West Point gymnastics team were selected to the CGA All-
America Scholar-Athletes teams. Five Black Knights were selected to the fi rst team, as sophomores Corban Barstow, Caleb Churchill and Kalvin Kingshill 
and seniors Mitchell McHugh and Joseph Minus attained grade point averages of 3.50 or higher to meet the criteria for the top unit. The group is among 
114 individual gymnasts to qualify as fi rst-team members. Representing Army on the second team are sophomores Patrick Armstrong and Jacob Nauman, 
2020 U.S. Military Academy graduate Liam O’Hara and senior Kiernan Reagan. The 60-member second team is comprised of athletes who recorded a GPA 
between 3.499 and 3.2. It marks the second consecutive year of recognition for McHugh, Minus, O’Hara and Reagan, as they were among the six cadets 
named to the team in 2019. As a team, the Black Knights received honorable mention from the CGA for combined grade point average.     
                                             Photo by Army Athletic 
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SEE PAGE 13
• •

Senior linebacker Jon Rhattigan returns an interception 43 yards for a touchdown in the third quarter during Army West Point football’s dominating season-
opening 42-0 victory over Middle Tennessee State Saturday at Michie Stadium. Rhattigan also added six tackles, a half a tackle for a loss and a fumble recovery. 
There was a raucous crowd of 5,249 fans, limited to mostly cadets due to COVID-19 concerns. The Black Knights fi nished the game outgaining the Blue Raiders 
368-184 yards total while moving the chains for 24 fi rst downs to their opponents’ 13. The Black Knights return to action at 1:30 p.m. Saturday against Louisiana-
Monroe at Michie Stadium.                     Photo by Dustin Satloff/Courtesy of Army Athletic Communications

Dominating start


