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One of the U.S. Military Academy’s most time-honored traditions includes Reporting 
to the Cadet in the Red Sash on Reception Day. During R-Day, new cadets are 
challenged on a variety of tasks throughout the day and reporting to the senior cadet 
is a test to demonstrate fundamental military skills under pressure. This year, the 
tradition included a barrier between the new cadet and the Cadet in the Red Sash as 
part of the measures put in place to limit the spread of COVID-19. (Above) Class of 
2021 Cadet Morgan Ammons welcomes her sister, new cadet Dylan Ammons, as she 
successfully completes the task at hand and is welcomed into Cadet Basic Training 
Alpha Company, Sunday.     Photos by Eric S. Bartelt/PV anD Bryan IlyanKoFF/USMA PAO

‘To my line’
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Task Force Ramrod performs assault course training, battle drills

Task Force Ramrod continues to prepare for West Point’s Cadet Summer 
Training as it trains on its own individual and crew level skills.  Capt.  
Matthew R. Gallagher, Alpha Company, 2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry 
Regiment (not pictured) prepares his company to support West Point’s 
Cadet Summer Training. Alpha Company conducts the Urban Assault 
Course and trains on battle drills, to include entering and clearing a room 
at the team and squad level.  

Photos coUrtesy oF CaPt. SaMantha BroWn/TasK Force RaMroD



3July 16, 2020Pointer View     POINT

Task Force Ramrod Soldiers train detecting, identifying targets 

IN FOCUS: TASK FORCE RAMROD TRAINING

Commanded by Capt. Justin R. Morgan, (not pictured) Soldiers in Juliet Forward Support Company, 2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment of Task Force Ramrod 
train on target acquisition and effective range capabilities. The training focuses on the positive detection and identification of a target before the employment 
of any engagements.                            Photos by Sgt. Seth Klooster/J FSC, 2-2 IN BN 
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SEE R-DAY, PAGE 5

 POINT IN FOCUS: USMA CLASS OF 2024 R-DAY
A different glance from tradition, but experiencing R-Day is still same beast
By Eric S. Bartelt
PV Managing Editor

Traditionally, when a new class of cadets 
arrives at West Point, more than 1,200 
individuals come through the gates on a 
Monday during Reception Day and begin the 
process of their 47-month journey. This year, 
as seen a month ago with the graduation of the 
U.S. Military Academy Class of 2020, traditions 
have taken a backseat to a new practice due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic running 
rampant through the United States.

Consequently, as the initial 1,238 new 
cadets’ streamed into the U.S. Military 
Academy Preparatory School to begin their 
in-processing as the USMA Class of 2024, 
it also includeed R-Day being stretched out 
over three days instead of one. More than 400 
new cadets arrived each day Sunday through 
Tuesday (July 12-14) with the Oath Ceremony 
taking place on The Plain Wednesday (July 15).

Generally, new cadets would arrive at 
Eisenhower Hall, however, USMAPS was used 
this year as an initial entry point. This allowed 
for screening each new cadet for COVID-19 
and also kept a buffer zone from Central Area, 
the new cadets’ living area, to make sure they 
were COVID-19 negative before they began 
receiving their initial equipment issue, getting 
sized for their uniforms, receiving haircuts and 
assimilating into their Cadet Basic Training 
company under the cadet cadre’s guidance.

Even with the extra buffers and precautions 
put into place for everyone’s safety, the 
apprehension didn’t quell an electric atmosphere 
of new faces and minds brimming with 
enthusiasm wanting to make their mark in the 
years ahead.

New cadet Nial Murphy, a 19-year-old 
from Jacksonville, Florida, made his decision 
to come to West Point relatively late because 
his campus visit to the academy was supposed 
to happen in March, but was canceled due to 
COVID-19. However, with a little convincing 

New cadets read the New Cadet Handbook during Reception Day at the U.S. Military Academy Sunday. During the 
four weeks of Cadet Basic Training, new cadets will be physically and mentally tested as they learn basic combat and 
leadership skills ahead of the academic year.                         Photo by Eric S. Bartelt/PV
from his family, he chose this as his best 
educational and career path.

“It’s a very prestigious school, it’s known 
nationwide,” Murphy said. “I couldn’t pass up 

the opportunity and ability to have 100% job 
placement and free tuition. I really want to be 
a better person when I graduate, so that helped 
in the final decision to come here.”

Murphy said he plans to be an English major 
and to one day go to graduate school either in 
law or business, conversely, he sees majoring in 
English as a gateway to being a stronger leader.

“English is very important for developing 
writing skills and being able to communicate 
effectively,” Murphy said. “All of which is a 
very important part of being a good leader.”

Another new cadet had a small taste of what 
the Army was like by joining the Army National 
Guard in his hometown of Devil’s Lake, North 
Dakota. Peter Wang, 19, was inspired by his 
father, James, who was a lieutenant colonel 
in the Army National Guard, to enlist first and 
to then chose West Point. After receiving a 
nomination from his commander along with a 
principal nomination from his state’s senator, 
Wang has not looked back and is now looking 
forward to the task ahead.

“I’m looking forward to the process of the 
change from civilian life to military life,” Wang 
said. “I’m excited to learn new things because I 
know it is different from regular basic training, 
and I’m excited for everyone to transform their 
lives into a new form that they never thought 
they’d see including myself.” 

Wang, who hopes to major in civil 
engineering and try out for the Army West 
Point Skeet and Trap team where two friends 
from North Dakota are currently on the squad, 
said one of the biggest things that inspires him 
is that he will, “stop short at nothing to give 
my best to pay back everything that has been 
given to me.”

As he was beginning his R-Day Sunday, 
Wang reflected on some of the good advice 
that was given to him to make sure he will 
get through the next four weeks of CBT, also 
known as Beast Barracks, and then the full 
47-month journey.

“Just keep a level head,” Wang said. “There 
is going to be a lot of stress, a lot of different 
things that you’re not going to be able to see a 
possible way through, but keep focused, keep 
attention to detail and get things done.”

During the process to get to West Point, 
18-year-old Sarah Fazzolari from Coltsneck, 
New Jersey, found great inspiration from her 
parents who were both members of the New 
York City Police Department. It was their 
service to community and country that made 
Fazzolari believe she had the wherewithal to 
give West Point a shot for her future endeavors.

“My mom has really inspired me, she 
was at (ground zero) on 9/11, so I’ve had 

A cadet cadre member of Cadet Basic Training Alpha Company leads a group 
of new cadets from Thayer Hall Sunday after they received their initial issue 
equipment.                                Photo by Eric S. Bartelt/PV
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R-DAY, cont’d from Page 4
personal passions for the military and security,” 
Fazzolari said. “Just watching her and her 
career, protecting New York City, I thought I 
could do it in the military and protect America. 
With that, I believed West Point would be the 
best path to help me achieve my career goals.”

Fazzolari, who plans to major in international 
affairs and wants to branch military intelligence 
one day, hopes to be an inspiration to others as 
she becomes the first member of her family to 
go to West Point.

“I think it is great because I also have a 
little sister, too. I can be a trendsetter for her,” 
Fazzolari said. “As a girl, I think it can be 
inspiring to girls younger than me, especially at 
my high school, and inspire a bunch of people 
who didn’t know much about (West Point) 
before I came here.”

As Fazzolari, Murphy, Wang and the more 
than 1,200 other new cadets settle into R-Day 
and beyond, they will lean heavily on their 
initial training and proper conduct practices 
from the cadet cadre who will lead them. 

The train up for the cadet cadre was not 
always easy with a few hiccups along the way, 
but as Class of 2021 Cadet Bryson Stephens, 
CBT regimental assessments officer, said, they 
planned and prepared for everything that can 
and will happen.

“There were multiple hiccups, but that is 
just part of being in this position,” Stephens 
said. “We went through this before, but not 
as leadership, so we thought we’d come to all 
the conclusions but, of course, there are things 
other people had mentioned that we didn’t 
think of.

“Again, there were some hiccups, but as 
the assessment officer, that is what I am here 
to do is to evaluate these different stations and 
mitigate different congestion and trying to make 
the best and smooth transition to different things 
on R-Day,” he added.

Stephens reflected on his R-Day and felt he 
had a smoother transition because he went to 
USMAPS prior to West Point, which allowed 
him to have a nugget of knowledge as to what 
to expect on his R-Day.

“It was just a fantastic experience for me to 
see the people I knew and getting to help the 
people who never had an understanding (prior 
to coming to West Point), motivating them, 
encouraging them and telling them this is just 
temporary. You get through this and you will 
be a cadet soon,” Stephens said. 

As Stephens said, his experience at 
USMAPS helped him adapt faster into his 
CBT summer at the academy, but what words 
of advice would he give the new cadets who 
are beginning the process now?

“Listen. Listen and just take everything in 
and remind yourself this is just temporary to 
work through things,” Stephens said. “Learn 
who you are as a person and just try to grow 
through this experience.”

Part of growing in the experience is learning 
under pressure, and one of the seminal moments 
comes when a new cadet reports to the Cadet 
in the Red Sash. The new cadet has under five 
minutes to learn a paragraph of words which 

in turn they must say verbatim to the firstie in 
the cadet company they are joining—a part 
of the importance of instilling discipline and 
sparking pride in one’s company into the new 
cadets. On Sunday, a moment happened when 
Class of 2021 Cadet Morgan Ammons went 
face-to-face, with a slip of plastic in-between, 
as a CBT Alpha Company cadre member with 
new cadet Dylan Ammons, her sister.

There probably aren’t records of this exact 
moment happening in any of the annuals of 
West Point, but it did create a lifetime memory 
for the older sister even if they weren’t the first 
to do it.

“The experience of welcoming my sister 
into CBT and watching her go through the same 
experience as I had was lifechanging,” Morgan 
said. “The Cadet in the Red Sash is a big event 
during CBT, so to make my sister’s R-Day 
memorable and sharing in her experience is 
something I am glad I could do for her.”

Morgan said she prides herself on setting 
a good example for her younger siblings, so 
seeing Dylan want to follow in her footsteps, 
“puts a smile on my face.”

“I am extremely proud of her and know 
she will do great things here at the academy,” 
Morgan said.

As the first day came to a close, the new 
cadets obviously had time to think about what 
they got themselves into, but for Murphy, who 
said serving in the military is one of the most 

honorable of professions, it is beyond one day, 
it is a lifetime of service and making people 
proud that is at the forefront of his mind.

New cadets take their oath of allegiance Sunday in Thayer Hall prior to beginning their 47-month journey at West Point. 
“I will maintain and defend the sovereignty of the United States paramount to any and all allegiance, sovereignty, or 
fealty,” the more than 1,200 new cadets pledged on The Plain during the ceremonial oath ceremony at the end of their 
Reception Day Wednesday.                              Photo by John Pellino/USMA PAO

“My family is super proud of me,” Murphy 
said. “I’m just looking forward to making the 
Murphy name proud.”

New cadet Peter Wang from Devil's Lake, North Dakota, hugs his father, James, 
goodbye as he ventures to begin his 47-month journey at West Point Sunday 
on Reception Day.                  Photo by Eric S. Bartelt/PV
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Army, Air Force meet numbers for basic trainees despite COVID-19
By C. Todd Lopez
Defense.gov

WA S H I N G TO N — T h e  C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic hasn’t put a damper on the production 
of new Soldiers or Airmen at basic training 
facilities.

Basic training throughput for the Air Force 
is at about 90% of “traditional capacity,” Air 
Force Maj. Gen. Andrea D. Tullos, commander 
of Second Air Force, said during a press 
conference at the Pentagon Friday.

“But we are at 100% production for what 
the Air Force is asking us to produce for the 
end of this year,” she said. “We had lowered 
our production to around 60% capacity when 
COVID began so that we could evaluate the 
ability of our trainers and the trainees to fight 
through. But we have since ramped back up.”

Initially, the Air Force had wanted about 
38,000 new recruits this year, Tullos said. But 
the service has reduced that to about 35,500. 
That, she said, is due in large part to better 
retention.

Soldiers in initial military training at Fort Jackson, S.C., line up to eat, May 11. Photo by Victoria Evans

“We are actually retaining above historic 
norms,” she said. “So, we are going to actually 
hit our end-strength ceiling with our current 
production rate.”

Army Maj. Gen. Lonnie G. Hibbard, 
commander of the Army Center for Initial 
Military Training, said the Army’s recruitment 
and retention is similarly situated.

“Right now we’re filling, as of this last 
week, at 90% fill for all three (components)
arriving into the training base," he said. He also 
said that graduation rates for basic trainees is 
higher than usual—it sits now at about 92%.

Hibbard said the target for producing new 
Soldiers is “in flux,” for the same reason it is 
for the Air Force: retention is high.

“End strength is the combination of 
recruiting and retention and because of the 
current environment in the civilian sector, 
our retention is also through the roof, and 
headquarters Department of the Army keeps 
adjusting our targets to keep us within guidelines 
of our Army end strength,” he said.

Keeping Airmen and Soldiers safe in 

basic training is a priority for both services, 
the generals said. Testing recruits for the 
coronavirus when they arrive at basic training, 
continuous monitoring and quarantining those 
who test positive has ensured that training can 
continue and young Airmen and Soldiers can 
stay healthy.

Both the Army and the Air Force are now 
testing new recruits for COVID-19 upon arrival 
on station. Both have reported similar numbers 
regarding the results. About 2% of those new 
recruits test positive for COVID-19 and, of those 
who test positive, about 60% are asymptomatic. 
Those who test positive are moved out of 
training and into quarantine.

“All Soldiers who screen or test positive 
for exposure or symptoms of the virus are 
quarantined and given proper medical care, 
and after recovery, are cleared medically and 
returned to training,” Hibbard said.

Tullos said the Air Force is also quarantining 
new recruits who test positive for COVID-19. 
When they are healthy again, they get back to 
basic training.

“Someone who tests positive when they 
arrive at basic training is removed from their 
flight and placed into isolation,” she said. “I 
can tell you that all of our trainees who tested 
positive upon arrival have recovered and then 
reentered into the training pipeline.”

The Army has basic training facilities at 
Fort Benning, Georgia; Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina; Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri; and 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Hibbard said that if any 
of those facilities reaches capacity as a result of 
COVID-19, the Army is leveling out the training 
load by directing trainees to different locations.

The Air Force has historically trained new 
recruits at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, but 
as a result of COVID-19, it opened a second 
facility at Keesler AFB, Biloxi, Mississippi.

“The addition of basic military training here 
at Keesler Air Force Base, has successfully 
reduced the stress on Lackland’s infrastructure, 
while maintaining quality training and enabling 
us to sustain our production goals,” Tullos said. 
“We plan to conduct training here at Keesler 
through the end of fiscal year 2020.”
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USMA PAO continues to provide the www.westpoint.edu/coronavirus page and has USMA PAO continues to provide the www.westpoint.edu/coronavirus page and has 
released coordinated external messages on USMA social media platforms. For more released coordinated external messages on USMA social media platforms. For more 
details, contact the West Point Public Affairs Office at paoinformation@westpoint.edu. details, contact the West Point Public Affairs Office at paoinformation@westpoint.edu. 

West Point Coronavirus information updates:
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 POINTIN FOCUS: CLASS OF 2024 RECEPTION DAY IN PHOTOS

Class
2024

The U.S. Military Academy welcomes more than 1,230 candidates from every 
state in the nation over three Reception Days July 12-14. The typical process 
was stretched over three days  due to measures put in place to stop the 
spread of COVID-19 before the new cadets begin Cadet Basic Training. During 
the R-Days, new cadets said goodbye to their parents, got a hair cut, began 
learning cadet knowledge, were fi tted for uniforms and reported to the Cadet in 
the Red Sash.   P����� �� B��	
 I��	
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IN FOCUS: CLASS OF 2024
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WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

Movies canceled until further notice.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-
West-Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHANMOVIES at MAHAN

No events currently scheduled.

COVID-19: MWR facility 
and program updates

COMMUNITY FEATURED ITEM
DPTMS Range Operations closures for Cadet Summer Training

DPTMS Range Operations announces the following closures for Cadet Summer Training 
on Mine Torne Road and Stilwell Lake: 

• Tuesday, July 23, 26 and 31—7 a.m.-7 p.m. and Aug. 1, 5, 6 and 7—7 a.m.-7 p.m.
Also, artillery and indirect fi re training will be conducted intermittently until Aug. 7. Thank 

you in advance for your understanding and patience.

The following services are open:
• Army Community Service (ACS)— Open and operational. Call ACS at 845-938-4621.
• (Updated) Arts & Crafts—Arts & Crafts is open by appointment for framing and gift 

shop services. Appointments can be made by calling 845-938-4812 and will be available on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

• Automotive Center—It is open for “Self-Help” patrons and “Fleet Services” only. Hours 
of operation are 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. For complete details, visit https://westpoint.
armymwr.com/programs/automotive-center.

• CYS Parent Central Services—The CYS Parent Central Services is open by appointment 
only. To schedule an appointment, call 845-938-4458/0939/3969 between the hours of 8:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m.

• Dog Parks—Please limit groups and cleanup after yourself.
• (Updated) MWR Fitness Center—It is open for active duty and DOD civilians only. No 

family members, retirees, visitors, contractors or other categories are allowed at this time. For 
complete listing of hours of operation and applicable rules, visit https://westpoint.armymwr.
com/programs/mwr-fi tness-center.

• Lake Frederick Recreation Area—It is open for fi shing and passive recreation, but now 
also open for cabin rentals.

• West Point Bowling Center— Lanes are now open (pay per hour), but currently available 
by reservation only. To make reservations, call 845-938-2140. In addition, it is open 11 a.m.-
7:30 p.m. Monday through Sunday for food delivery and pick up.

• Round Pond Recreation Area—Permitted fi shing and passive recreation only, and is also 
open for Self Contained RV Camping Only. No camping or picnicking allowed. 

• Outdoor Recreation (ODR) equipment checkout/rental—All products in its inventory are 
for renting. No delivery/set-up/pick-up at this time. All equipment must be picked up at its offi  ce. 
It is off ering no contact pickup. Thorough cleaning/disinfecting is completed by staff  before 
issue and at turn-in of each rented item. Hours of operation are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday-Monday. 

• Leisure Travel Services—It is open by appointment only. Call 845-938-3601.
• Morgan Farm—It is open for pet grooming, pet kenneling, horseback riding lessons and 

horse boarding. For details, call 845-938-3926.
• Stony Child Development Center and School-Age Center—In addition to being open 

for key and essential customers, it is also open for currently enrolled single and dual military. 
Eff ective Monday, it will be open for currently enrolled military with working spouse. For 
details, call 845-938-4798.

• West Point Golf Course—It is open for play, to include the driving range. No clinics, 
lessons or events for the season. A full menu is now available for indoor dining (six per table) 
and outdoor dining (three per table) and Grab-N-Go is available. For tee times and applicable 
rules, visit https://westpoint.armymwr.com/programs/golf-course.

• West Point Club—Now open from 10:30 a.m.–2 p.m. Monday-Friday for lunch at 50% 
capacity. The Bistro 603 is Grab-N-Go from 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Monday-Friday and Dinner To Go 
should be ordered by 2 p.m. for pickup between 4–5:30 p.m. (no delivery).

The following services are closed or canceled (until 
further notice):

• BOSS.
• (Updated) CYS—The Middle School & Teen Center (Youth Center) is closed. All Youth 

Sports and Instructional programs are canceled until further notice. 
• Intramural Sports.
• Outdoor Recreation—All tent camping remains closed until further notice.
• Recreational Swimming
 ◦ Season opening postponed until further notice. This includes Long Pond Swim Area, 

Round Pond Swim Area, Lake Frederick Swim Area, and Crandall Pool inside Arvin Cadet 
Physical Development Center.

• Tronsrue Marksmanship Center—Closed, all classes are canceled.
Please check the MWR facebook page for updates as things progress at https://www.

facebook.com/westpointfmwr. SEE Page 11 for a special MWR event.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
West Point PWOC—“Workers Together for Christ” 

The Protestant Women of the Chapel is excited to kick off  a new year with all of you in  
“Workers Together for Christ.” For a sneak peak, visit the Boundless Park next to Balfour 
Beatty from 9-11 a.m. Aug. 25. Childcare is not provided. Come register, meet us and learn 
about the studies for this semester. 

The plan is to start meeting Sept. 1. PWOC will meet at 9-11 a.m. Tuesdays and 7-9 p.m. 
Thursdays in the basement of the Post Chapel (Building 692) on Biddle Loop. 

Join PWOC for worship, fellowship, prayer, bible study and outreach opportunities. Some 
childcare is provided. PWOC looks forward to seeing familiar and new faces.

Blasting at West Point Elementary School
The West Point Elementary School project is now in the second phase of blasting to remove 

rock for the future parking area. 
Currently, blasting is expected to last approximately two-to-three weeks. It is weather 

dependent. 

West Point-Town of the Highlands Farmers Market
The West Point-Town of the Highlands Farmers Market is open for the 2020 season. 

The farmers market takes place from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Sundays on Main Street in 
Highland Falls, across from the West 
Point Visitors Center. The farmers 
market is scheduled to run through 
October.

This year, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the following policies must 
be rendered: face masks are required, 
follow designated paths, social distance 
by staying six-feet apart, no sampling 
or handling and no lingering/loitering. 
However, children 2 years and older 
are now allowed, but as long as they 
wear masks. 

See to the right for this week’s 
vendors.

CoMMUnitY/MwrCoMMUnitY/Mwr
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Keller Corner: Update on Coronavirus

KKeller CCorner

For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus information, Keller 
Army Community Hospital notifications, how to stop the spread of 
COVID-19, federal/state/local guidance and the U.S. Military Academy 
and Army Garrison West Point webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.
army.mil/West-Point-COVID-19-INFO/.

By Robert K. Lanier
Public Affairs Officer, Keller Army 
Community Hospital

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
will continue to provide beneficiaries with 
‘in-car’ pharmacy dispensing.

This service is available during the 
pharmacy hours, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

This program allows Keller free up 
space in our waiting rooms. In doing so, we 
can maintain social distancing and reduce 
the possibility of in-hospital COVID-19 
transmission 

Beneficiaries will need to call the 
pharmacy to ensure we have your medications 
filled prior to coming to the pharmacy. 

Refill prescriptions can still be called into 
the refill line for pick up after two business 
days.

When you arrive at the pharmacy, pull 
in to one of the numbered pharmacy parking 
spaces and call the pharmacy for a hospital 
representative to bring your medications to 
your car. 

This  service  is  avai lable  for  a l l 
beneficiaries and is the preferred medication 
dispensing method.

The pharmacy inside the hospital is still 

KACH Pharamacy Curbside Pick-up
open and serving patients who have been seen 
in the hospital that day.

Any patients who are under a restriction 
of movement (self-quarantine or self-
isolation) should not leave their quarantine/
isolation area.

In Brief:
• Prior to arriving at the pharmacy, call 

845-938-2271/6199/3812 so we can start 
process your medication prior to your arrival 
at the KACH Pharmacy. We will coordinate a 
time for you to come pick up your medication 
within about two hours.

• When you arrive at the pharmacy, pull 
in to one of the numbered pharmacy parking 
spaces, and call the pharmacy again at 845-
938-2271/6199/3812 to have a hospital 
representative bring out your medications 
out to you. 

Additional information:
•  I f  you have  hardcopy (paper) 

prescriptions, let us know when you arrive 
and we will come collect them.

• If you are picking up controlled 
substances, please bring your own pen to use 
when signing for your medications.

We thank you and appreciate your 
patience as team West Point continues to 
provide an environment of safe and patient-
centered health care.

By Robert K. Lanier
Public Affairs Officer, Keller Army 
Community Hospital

Keller  Army Community  Hospi ta l 
continues to reopen its services in order 
to provide more robust “outpatient” and 
“specialty” services to its beneficiaries.

On a weekly basis, KACH is validating 
its processes to make sure it can provide the 
highest quality of care in a safe environment.

KACH continues seeing active duty 
Soldiers and cadets for non-urgent readiness 

KACH ‘Returns to Readiness’
care. Moving forward, each week it will 
reassess its ability to open for greater 
elective face-to-face appointments for all 
beneficiary categories and anticipate that 
it will be able to meet all its beneficiaries’ 
needs shortly.

During this period, KACH will continue 
to provide urgent care and emergency care. 

Additionally, it will continue to offer 
its beneficiaries telephonic and virtual 
appointments to meet routine care needs and 
provide concierge services such as its in-car 
pharmacy dispensing program.

KACH Immunizations Clinic to schedule appointments
Keller Army Community Hospital 

will resume scheduling immunization 
appointments. 

In an effort to accommodate our population 
needing vaccines while maintaining the safety 
of all of our beneficiaries, appointments will 
be scheduled for:

1. Any healthy beneficiary 11 years or 

older (parent must call to make appointment).
2. Any active duty servicemember who 

needs updated immunizations for MEDPROS.
3. Any travel related vaccines after an 

appointment with one of our providers has 
taken place.

To schedule an appointment, call the 
KACH Appointment Center at 845-938-7992.

 POINTIN FOCUS: CORONAVIRUS 2019 UPDATE
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USMA PAO continues to provide the www.westpoint.edu/coronavirus page and has USMA PAO continues to provide the www.westpoint.edu/coronavirus page and has 
released coordinated external messages on USMA social media platforms. For more released coordinated external messages on USMA social media platforms. For more 
details, contact the West Point Public Affairs Offi ce at paoinformation@westpoint.edu. details, contact the West Point Public Affairs Offi ce at paoinformation@westpoint.edu. 

West Point Coronavirus information updates:

2020 Army West Point football 
schedule subject to change

The Army West Point Athletic Association is not currently announcing any direct changes to the 2020 football schedule but recognizes that adjustments will 
need to be made in order to fi ll the previously scheduled matchup with Princeton on Oct. 10.                   Photo by ArMy Athletic CoMMUnications

Sports calendarSports calendar
NO ARMY WEST POINT GAMES 
SCHEDULED UNTIL NEXT SEASON.

sPortssPorts

By Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Athletic Association 
recognizes the impact of the Ivy and Patriot 
Leagues’ announcements that they will not 
participate in intercollegiate competitions this 
fall. 

“We are saddened to lose the opportunity to 
compete against Princeton (and Bucknell) this 
year, but we understand they did not arrive at 
this decision easily,” said Mike Buddie, Director 
of Athletics, Army West Point. 

AWPAA is not currently announcing any 
direct changes to the 2020 football schedule 
but recognizes that adjustments will need to be 
made in order to fi ll the previously scheduled 
matchups with Bucknell and Princeton on Sept. 
4 and Oct. 10, respectively.

Over the past few months, Army Athletics 
has been building a contingency plans in 
an effort to help adapt to the everchanging 
pandemic. During these unprecedented times, 
all decisions will continue to require constant 
monitoring and maximum flexibility while 
searching for creative solutions to achieve this 
goal.

The U.S. Military Academy Corps of Cadets 
is currently returning to the academy for military 
summer training and the fall semester.  

 The national college sports landscape is 

continuously changing, and Army West Point 
will continue to make decisions in the best 
interest of our cadet-athletes. The priority of 
Army West Point continues to be the health and 
safety of their cadet-athletes, staff , coaches and 
loyal fan base.

“Similarly, our decision to compete this 
fall is inextricably linked to the mission of 
the Academy to support the 47-month cadet 
experience necessary to prepare our cadet-
athletes for offi  cership in the most elite Army 
on the planet,” Buddie said. “Unlike other 
programs, there is no option for our cadet-
athletes to extend or make up for lost time 
in sports. If we can do so safely, I will do 
everything within my power to ensure they get 
that opportunity.”

No further decisions will be made regarding 
scheduling until there is a clearer picture of 
what college athletics will look like come 
this fall. Army West Point hopes to have an 
announcement regarding schedule updates 
sometime in the near future.

All current ticket holders for the Princeton 
game will have their tickets honored for the 
potential replacement pending any future social 
distance seating requirements. 

For questions, please call the Army Ticket 
Offi  ce at 877-TIX-ARMY or the A-Club at 
845-938-2322.
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West Point may still compete this fall, Patriot League will not play

tHetHewww.GoarMYwestPoint.CoM

Army West Point Athletics announced that competitions for 2020 fall semester sports would be signifi cantly limited due to the Patriot League’s decision to 
forego intercollegiate competitions. However, the U.S. Military Academy and Naval Academy are exempt from the cancellation, and their superintendents will 
make any decisions on their participation in competitive sports.          Photo by ArMy Athletic CoMMUnications

By Army Athletic Communications 

Army West Point Athletics announced 
that competitions for 2020 fall semester 
sports would be significantly limited due 
to the Patriot League’s decision to forego 
intercollegiate competitions. However, the 
U.S. Military Academy and Naval Academy 
are exempt from the cancellation, and their 
superintendents will make any decisions on 
their participation in competitive sports.

“I absolutely respect the very difficult 
but responsible decision made by the Patriot 
League leadership and our colleagues at 
member institutions,” said Mike Buddie, 
Director of Athletics, Army West Point. “While 
this policy applies to league-sponsored sports, 

Army and Navy are specifi cally exempted  
from this policy based on their unique ethos 
and the role intercollegiate competition plays 
in their broader missions to educate and train 
offi  cers to serve in the U.S. armed forces.”

Not only has the U.S. Military Academy 
Corps of Cadets returned to the academy for 
military summer training and the fall semester, 
but the new cadets for the Class of 2024 have 
also arrived and are currently beginning Cadet 
Basic Training. 

Decisions regarding competitions for 
non-Patriot League sponsored sports such as 
football, sprint football, hockey, wrestling, 
rugby, gymnastics and rifl e, for example, will 
be made by West Point leadership.

“My staff , working in concert with some of 

the fi nest military planners in the U.S. Army 
at West Point, have been working multiple 
scenarios for months now,” Buddie said. 
“Common to every planning scenario designed 
to allow us to compete this year, regardless 
of sport, is a mandate that they incorporate a 
tightly-coupled, holistic approach between the 
athletics department and the entire West Point 
enterprise to ensure the health and safety of 
our cadet-athletes, staff , coaches and loyal fan 
base remains the top priority.”

The Army West Point football program 
wil l  lose the opportunity to compete 
against Bucknell this fall, less than a week 
after Princeton was dropped from the fall 
football schedule following the Ivy League’s 
announcement that they would not be 

competing this fall.
“We are extremely fortunate to have 

such strong support from Lt. Gen. Darryl A. 
Williams,” said Mike Harrity, Deputy Athletics 
Director/Chief Operating Offi  cer, Army West 
Point. “Retaining the star competitions against 
Navy is a tremendous blessing. In football, we 
have the ability to move forward with plans 
to compete this fall. However, the situation 
across the country is far too fl uid to know what 
our schedule will look like and who will be 
available to compete in the coming weeks.”

No further decisions will be made regarding 
scheduling until a clearer picture of what 
college athletics will look like this fall. Army 
West Point hopes to have an announcement 
regarding schedule updates soon.


