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(Above) Gen. Michael X. Garrett, commander of U.S. Army Forces Command, observes COVID-19 response training 
being conducted at Keller Army Community Hospital at West Point May 7. (Bottom right) Garrett toured the hospital’s 
COVID-19 ward to learn more about the preparations being made prior to the arrival of a task force from the 10th 
Mountain Division that will be conducting the U.S. Military Academy’s summer training. (Bottom left) Garrett speaks 
to Garrison West Point commander Col. Cecil Marson during his visit.  Photos by Brandon O'Connor/PV and Tony Pride/PAO
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FORSCOM commander visits West Point, inspects COVID-19 preparations
Story and photo by Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

The U.S. Military Academy will welcome 
back the cadets in the Class of 2020 at the end 
of the month for graduation and the rest of 
the Corps of Cadets in late June for summer 
training. The Army continues to ship hundreds 
of Soldiers to basic training every week, and 
West Point is adapting its summer training cycle 
to the realities of the COVID-19 pandemic.

A critical piece to summer training is 
the support received from Forces Command 
(FORSCOM) to help train and mentor the 
cadets. This year, the academy will begin 
welcoming a task force of Soldiers from the 
3rd Brigade, 10th Mountain Division from Fort 
Polk, Louisiana, in mid-June.

“We are adjusting readiness activities to 
the COVID-19 operational environment,” said 
Gen. Michael X. Garrett, commander of U.S. 
Forces Command. “Supporting West Point 
summer training is just one example of how 
we are adapting around the Army.”

The task force and the remainder of the 
corps will arrive staggered to enable the testing 
of each person for COVID-19 upon arrival. 
Academy and Garrison West Point leadership 
started developing a deliberate and detailed 
reception, staging, onward movement and 
integration (RSOI) plan in March to prepare 
for the return of the corps and the task force’s 
arrival.

“The Class of 2020 will lead the corps 
through this process as a part of their transition 

to Basic Offi  cer Leader Course and graduation 
ceremony,” said Lt. Gen. Darryl Williams, 
superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy. 
“With the help of Army leadership, West Point 
has the capabilities to quickly test all inbound 
cadets and Soldiers using the latest testing 
equipment available.”

Keller  Army Community Hospital 
transformed its former labor and delivery 
ward into a COVID-19 ward and secured two 
GeneXpert testing analyzers and the necessary 
supplies to test more than 8,000 cadets and 
task force Soldiers between June and August, 
Capt. Jeff rey Baker, the offi  cer-in-charge of the 
KACH laboratory, said.

The ward, which currently has no patients, 
was toured by Garrett May 7, as part of his 
visit to West Point to learn about and inspect 
the measures being put into place before the 
Soldiers from the 10th Mountain Division 
arrive.

“The conditions are set and resources in 
place to protect the Soldiers and cadets and 
execute the summer training mission,” Garrett 
said.

The process of transforming the vacant 
labor and delivery ward into a COVID-19 ward 
took about three weeks, Col. Chad Haley, chief 
of the Department of Surgery at KACH, said. 
The ward had been completely stripped and 
needed to be put back together from scratch. 
It now has two intensive care unit beds and 
six more intermediate care ward beds. The 
ventilation system in the entire ward has been 
changed over to ensure negative pressure, 
which keeps air in the ward from entering the 
rest of the hospital.

The ward is separated from the rest of the 
hospital via a temporary barrier, and nurses and 
doctors working in the ward wear blue scrubs, 
and when they leave, change into clean green 
scrubs. Necessary equipment such as ventilators 
and a chest x-ray machine have been added in 
advance to reduce the contact between the ward 
and the rest of the hospital.

The measures in place will enable the staff  
at Keller to care for any COVID-19 patients 
while also allowing the hospital to care for 
any non-coronavirus medical needs that occur 
during training.

“The tour was very important,” Col. Brett 
Venable, KACH commander, said. “The 
leadership of FORSCOM saw fi rst-hand that 
we have the resources to take care of their task 
force.”

Along with his tour of the COVID-19 ward, 
Garrett received an overview of the West Point 
community response playbook for COVID-19 
and measures put in place to protect the force 
and community.

He fi nished his visit with a small group of 
representatives from throughout the academy 
and garrison who provided a detailed breakdown 
of the plans for summer training and beyond, 
and the adjustments made compared to previous 
years to mitigate the risks associated with 
COVID-19.

“Gen. Garrett was very pleased with the 
operation and capabilities of the COVID ward 
and appreciative of the staff  for their eff orts 
and their leadership during this COVID-19 
pandemic,” Venable said. “I’m extremely proud 
of the team at Keller for coming together during 
this pandemic and taking care of the West Point 
community.”

Gen. Michael X. Garrett, commander of U.S. Army Forces Command, receives a tour of Keller Army Community Hospital’s 
COVID-19 ward May 7 from Capt. Yon Jones. 

Gen. Michael X. Garrett, commander 
of U.S. Army Forces Command, 
recognizes the staff,  including 
Sgt. James Myers, at Keller Army 
Community Hospital with coins during 
a tour May 7. 
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Keller Corner: Update on Coronavirus
 POINTIN FOCUS: CORONAVIRUS 2019 UPDATE

KKeller CCorner

For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus 
information, Keller Army Community Hospital 
notifications, how to stop the spread of 
COVID-19, federal/state/local guidance and the 
U.S. Military Academy and Army Garrison West 
Point webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.
mil/West-Point-COVID-19-INFO/.

Keller recognizes, celebrates National Nurses Week
By Robert K. Lanier
Public Affairs Officer, Keller Army 
Community Hospital

Keller  Army Community Hospital 
recognized National Nurses Week 2020 
beginning May 6 and concluding Tuesday—
which is the 200th birthday of Florence 
Nightingale. 

This annual weeklong event recognizes all 
of our military and civilian nurses, for their 
dedication and commitment to the profession.

This year’s recognition opened with a 
“Breakfast on the Go” on May 5. Chaplain 
(Col.) Matthew P. Pawlikowski provided the 
“Blessing of the Hands” for the ‘day shift’ 
nurses on May 5 and the ‘night shift’ nurses 
on May 6. Cupcakes were provide on May 7 
and Friday included a pizza celebration. The 
recognition concluded on Tuesday, with punch 
and cookies, and closing remarks from Col. 
Alicia Madore, deputy commander for Nursing 
and Health Services, Keller Army Community 
Hospital.

“In the face of chaos, change and uncertainty 
around the world, Keller nurses stand united 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. All of the 
healthcare team has adapted to meet the mission 

of caring for our patients and each other during 
this unprecedented national crisis,” Madore 
said. “The command team is thankful for the 
dedication, professionalism and compassion 
displayed by the nurses every day. For holding 
the hands of those who need someone to be 
there, for bearing witness when no one else can, 
for simply being there for our patients tirelessly 
and without hesitation.”

This year’s theme—“School Nurses: 
Supporting Students in Times of Crisis”—
reinforces the changing times of 2020. This 
year, more than ever, all members of our school 
communities, school nurses included, have 
been required to take on unprecedented roles 
and adapt quickly to changes in their jobs. 
It is reflective of the significant roles school 
nurses have in the health care of their school 
communities to help make a healthier place for 
children and families to learn and grow during 
this crisis. 

Keller nurses are not at the schools, but 
they do play an integral role in the health of 
West Point School students. From physical 
exams, to sports physicals, to pediatric care, 
Keller nurses are on the front line of West Point 
youth’s healthcare needs.

Additionally, Keller nurses have played 

a role in the future of nursing by providing 
education, mentorship and professional 
development to local nursing students from 
area colleges.

Keller nurses maintain a high level of 
professionalism and a sustained culture of safety 
within Army Medicine. It is a collective and 
sustained commitment by Keller’s leadership, 
managers and healthcare workers to emphasize 
safety over competing goals; it is clear that 
this core value and behavior is instilled in all 
nurses at Keller. 

In the last few years, several Keller nurses 
have been recognized for their efforts in patient 
safety and, overall, Keller’s nurses continue to 
be ranked No. 1—or among the top—in Army 
Medicine in-patient satisfaction.

The mission of the U.S Army Nurse Corps 
is to provide responsive, innovative and 
evidence-based nursing care integrated on the 
Army Medicine Team to enhance readiness, 
preserve life and function, and promote health 
and wellness for all those entrusted to our care.

Keller nurses—officers, Soldiers and 

civilians—are the epitome of Army Nursing 
because:

•  They are the critical link to our 
beneficiaries and can directly impact their 
health by educating them regarding their 
individual activity, nutrition and sleep habits.

• They have been providing quality care and 
selfless service to our Soldiers, family members 
and other beneficiaries for more than 100 years.

• They have earned the deep respect and 
gratitude of the American people because of 
their dedication to providing the best possible 
care to our Soldiers and their families.

• They have unselfishly come to the aid 
of victims of disaster and disease throughout 
the world.

• They are integral in defending freedom 
across the globe. Soldiers can rest assured, 
should they get wounded or ill, an Army nurse 
will be by their side during their hour of need.

“We see the great work they are doing and 
contributions across the continuum of care. We 
are thankful and proud to be part of such an 
amazing team,” Madore added.

Chaplain (Col.) Matthew P. Pawlikowski provided the “Blessing of the Hands” on 
a Keller nurse during National Nurses Week. This blessing is often conducted 
during National Nurses Week or nursing graduation ceremonies. The blessing 
includes a nurse extending both hands, palms up. The Chaplain anoints the 
healing hands with a small dab of oil on the thumb, makes the sign of the Cross 
on each palm and provides a prayer that “these hands bring comfort and healing 
to those they touch.”                          Photo provided by Maj. Shauntill Baah
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Cadet picks up unique hobby from grandfather, forges own bladesmith path

See BLADESMITH, PAGE 5

Class of 2023 Cadet Carson Lucena has produced close to 200 knives since picking up the art of bladesmithing at age 
14, including the first pipe tomahawk (above) he made more than three years ago. 
                          Photos courtesy of Class of 2023 Cadet Carson Lucena

By Eric S. Bartelt
PV Managing Editor

At age 14, Class of 2023 Cadet Carson 
Lucena’s grandfather showed him the basics 
of bladesmithing, a form of blacksmithing, that 
involves the shaping of metal with the use of 
a forge, a type of brick or stone fireplace, and 
temperatures that can reach between 2,000 and 
3,500 degrees depending on the heat source—
gas or induction generators or coal. 

His grandfather, David Garrard, was not 
adept at bladesmithing but had made some 
knives and offered guidance, however, Garrard 
had never attempted to forge them to shape, 
Lucena said, which was something Lucena was 
interested in doing.

“(My grandfather) preferred to cut the 
shape out of saw blades and finish them from 
there,” Lucena said. “Needless to say, there 
was a lot of trial and error for us to learn the 
basics of bladesmithing. It simply became a 
‘give me an inch, take a mile,’ situation for 
me. My grandfather gave me the basic tools I 
would need, and I took off with it. After more 
than three years, I have had to learn most of 
my skills on my own, but it’s become one of 
my favorite hobbies in my downtime.” 

Lucena’s interest in bladesmithing soared 
at age 16 while learning about American 
history at Rose Bud High School in Rose Bud, 
Arkansas, his hometown.

“I became interested in black powder 
guns and piece-pipe tomahawks from the 
Revolutionary War,” Lucena said. “When my 
grandfather gave me a book on making these 
weapons, called ‘Foxfire,’ I was obsessed with 
learning how to make them. Soon after, we 
were learning the basics of how to make knives 
from scrap metal we had laying around.”

In the years since his interest piqued, 
Lucena said he has made knives, tomahawks, 
short swords, tools, bracelets and necklaces. 
He said there is no real limit to what he can 
create as a bladesmith, and his favorite piece 
to make is a pipe tomahawk.

“The pipe tomahawk is a ceremonial 
weapon the American Indians used to symbolize 
peace with other tribes,” Lucena said. “Making 
this weapon turned out to be very challenging, 
but also very interesting. I incorporated a gun 
barrel into the shaft of the weapon to make it 
more authentic. 

“It turned out to be one of the most difficult 
projects I had ever undertaken, but the end 
result was phenomenal,” he added. “I ended 
up making two more when I was done with 
the first one.”

In the aftermath of making the pipe 
tomahawk, Lucena was chosen as a “new and 
aspiring artist” while his work was displayed 
at the Contemporary Longrifle Association’s 
annual convention in Lexington, Kentucky, in 
August 2018. 

“This was a great opportunity for me to 
meet so many bladesmiths and gunsmiths and 
to see different styles of work,” he said. “It 
was a dream come true for a new bladesmith.”

The process of being a bladesmith begins 
with the tools of the craft needed to make 
the inevitable creation. When it comes to the 

heating source, Lucena said he prefers the use 
of coal.

“Coal is a more primitive heating source 
because it makes a considerable mess, but it can 
reach 3,500 degrees Fahrenheit very easily,” 
Lucena said. “Those are perfect temperatures 
for heating metal.”

At those temperatures in a forge, metal 
becomes malleable to allow the bladesmith 
to form metal into whatever shape he or she 
chooses. Lucena said the shaping of the metal 
involves using a hammer and an anvil, while 
other tools are necessary to form hot metal into 
different shapes. However, the forge, hammer 
and anvil are the only truly essential tools to 
making knives, he said.

After the forging is done, Lucena said he 
spends time grinding and sanding the blade 
down into a finer shape. He can add more detail 
while the metal is soft and his tools, such as a 
file, can cut into the steel.

For his blades, Lucena said he prefers to 
use spring steel from old cars and trucks as 
this steel is considered high carbon and it can 
be hardened. “This means that the structure of 
the molecules in the metal can by crystalized 
if they are heated to 2,000 degrees and then 
cooled very quickly,” Lucena said. “When 
those molecules cool, they are actually frozen 

in place. Once the molecules are frozen in this 
position, the metal is molecularly stronger and 
cannot be cut into by metal tools, like files.

“Depending on the technique, it can make 
soft, bendable metal as hard and brittle as 
glass,” he added. “The technique I use is I heat 
my blades in the forge to the point that they 
glow red or dull orange, and then I quench them 
in boiled linseed oil. The oil pulls the heat out 
of the metal quickly and creates the molecular 
structure inside I want. I hold the blades under 
until the oil stops boiling and pull them out to 
check for straightness. I check for straightness 
because the blade was soft enough moments 
before that it could have bent or warped before 
or during the oil quench.

“If the blade is bent, then I need to bend 
it back straight as best I can without heating 
it again because the metal should only be 
quenched once,” he concluded. “More than one 
quench could damage the metal internally and 
it could be more susceptible to cracking later 
in use. If the blade is good and straight, then I 
send it straight to tempering.” 

Lucena said tempering the knives is done 
by heating them at roughly 300 degrees for 
at least an hour. The process does not destroy 
the structural integrity, but it does take the 
brittleness out of the metal. After that, he said, 

he shines and sands the blade to the desired 
level and then he will start on the handle. He 
makes the handles from wood or bone and 
uses a belt sander or files to shape the handles.

“When they are almost to shape, I hand 
sand them with pieces of sandpaper. Once the 
handle is smoothed up, I use the boiled linseed 
oil as a sealant on the wood to waterproof it 
and give it a little color,” Lucena said. “After 
this, the knife is done. I sharpen it and check 
everything to make sure its durable. At the end, 
a good knife is ready to be used.”

In the weeks he has been home during the 
COVID-19 crisis, he said he had been spending 
roughly six hours a week in his grandfather’s 
shop, but lately it has lessened as the U.S. 
Military Academy semester has wound down 
and his academic load has picked up.

“Since the quarantine started, I’ve only had 
enough time to finish two prototype knives to 
practice my skills,” he said. “I haven’t had time 
to do quality work.”

However, in more than three years, 
Lucena has made close to 200 knives and his 
grandfather has allowed him to take over his 
shop.

“I work by myself now and he gives me 
advice when I feel that I need help,” Lucena, 
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BLADESMITH, cont’d from Page 4

The knife that Class of 2023 Cadet Carson Lucena made and donated to start a scholarship at his former high school. 
The scholarship is named in honor of his former high school physics teacher, Kristie Irwin.   

a mechanical engineering major who hopes to 
branch infantry and get into Special Forces in 
the future, said. “However, my grandfather’s 
shop can only be described as organized chaos. 
His shop is full of tools, antiques and supplies 
to the point that you cannot walk through it in 
a straight line if you wanted to. I don’t mind it 
though, there’s almost a homey feeling when 
I walk in.

“My grandfather’s shop is a place that I 
can go for quiet and peace when I need time 
away from school,” he added. “I know that 
when I’m bladesmithing I don’t need to focus 
on anything except for the task right in front 
of me. That ability to achieve that flow makes 
time almost irrelevant when I work, and I can 
enjoy making things that I know can function 
in everyday life.”

As the pieces he made grew in numbers, 
his skills have led to showing off his character 
as he has donated many of his works to help 
charities or fundraisers.

“I wanted to use my skills to help people,” 
Lucena said. “When I found out people were 
interested and willing to pay for the blades and 
tools I was making, I wanted to donate them to 
causes that I thought were important.”

His donations have helped his local church, 
a local softball team buy its state championship 
rings and, most recently, start a scholarship at 
his high school. The scholarship was named for 
his former physics teacher, Kristie Irwin, who 
passed away in February due to lung cancer. 
She was his guide, he said, and a teacher whose 
classes he enjoyed and the person who wrote 
a letter of recommendation for him to apply 
to West Point.

“Mrs. Irwin was like family to all of her 
students, not just me,” he said. “I was at West 
Point when I got a call from my family that 

Mrs. Irwin had passed away. I was heartbroken. 
That was one of the hardest days for me at 
West Point.

“Then, I received a call from my mom 
asking me if I wanted to donate (a knife) to 
raise money for a scholarship in her name,” 
he added. “I wanted to do anything I could 
to support her family, so I said yes without 
hesitating. I wanted the knife to go to a great 

cause for someone that I cared about and 
supported me so much throughout high school. 
To donate that piece in her name was a way 
I felt like I could honor her even though I 
couldn’t be there to pay my respects.”

After this academic year is complete, 
Lucena will still have three more years at 
West Point, so when the time comes to go 
back into his grandfather’s shop, does he have 

any specific plans to make a blade piece that 
involves a West Point or military theme?

“The projects I have in mind for the future 
will definitely have some military aspects to 
them,” Lucena said. “I like the tactical looks 
that military bayonets and weapons have. 
Replicating some of those characteristics, like 
the Vietnam-era K-bar knife, is a challenge I 
would like to take on soon.”

A four-piece set of knives recently made by Class of 2023 Cadet Carson Lucena.

(Left) Class of 2023 Cadet 
Carson Lucena with Kristie 
Irwin's husband and the knife 
he donated for the scholarship 
fundraiser. (Above) Lucena 
with Class of 2020 Cadet 
Jake Cantey, who also went 
to Rose Bud High School in 
Arkansas, as they offered 
best wishes to Kristie Irwin 
while she was going through 
chemo treatment.
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West Point cadets win Lockheed Martin engineering competition
By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

The U.S. Military Academy has 13 academic 
departments cadets can choose majors within, 
but regardless of which academic program they 
choose they are required to take an engineering 
sequence prior to graduation. 

Non-engineering majors who choose the 
systems engineering sequence take three classes 
during their time at the academy. The first class 
teaches them the systems design process and the 
second introduces them to math modeling and 
data analysis. In the third course, cadets use the 
skills they learned in the first two, apply them 
to a real-world problem and complete a mini-
capstone project. 

This year, three cadet groups from the 
systems engineering sequence worked on 
projects sponsored by Lockheed Martin and 
at the conclusion of their research competed 
in the 8th annual Sustainment Innovation 
Competition. During the annual competition, 
cadets and midshipmen from West Point and 
the U.S. Naval and Air Force Academies present 
Lockheed Martin-sponsored projects to a panel 
of judges.

The competition is typically held at the 
Lockheed Martin facility in Virginia each April, 
but due to COVID-19 it was held virtually this 
year on April 14. 

“While this is the eighth year that Lockheed 
Martin has sponsored this competition across 
the academies, we were glad that all the teams 
and judges helped make the first virtual format 
a success to provide the opportunity for all 
to interact with the cadets and midshipmen 
on their outstanding projects,” said Marilyn 
Gaska, a Lockheed Martin Fellow and chief 
engineer who oversaw the competition. “The 
Army teams were highly engaged with the 
Lockheed Martin subject matter experts and 
made trips to work with Army operational 
customers. We congratulate them on their 
superb performance.”

 POINTIN FOCUS: CADETS WIN ENGINEERING COMPETITION

While 11 of the 12 West Point cadets who 
took part were non-systems engineering majors, 
the Navy and Air Force teams were made up 
of midshipmen and cadets who are majoring 
in systems engineering, retired Col. Michael 
Parrish, an instructor in the Department of 
Systems Engineering at West Point, said.

Despite their comparatively minimal 
experience in the field, West Point’s teams 
placed first, third and fourth out of nine teams.

“We’ve learned a lot of things in just three 
short classes that we’ve had,” Class of 2020 
Cadet Jon Lowe, whose team placed third, 

said. “By the end of this course, I felt like I had 
another major even though I didn’t. It always 
feels good to beat Air Force and Navy. So, West 
Point took the cake on that one … We were in 
the top of the batch.”

Lowe, a human geography major, teamed 
up with three economics majors to look at how 
Lockheed Martin can upgrade the logistics 
network it uses to repair Army aircraft and 
supply parts for maintenance as it prepares for 
future battlefields. 

Their research included tours of Army 
facilities in Maryland, Texas and Washington 
as they worked to link together the needs of the 
Army and Lockheed Martin. 

West Point’s winning team included two 
cadets majoring in engineering psychology, one 
defense and strategic studies major and the lone 
cadets majoring in systems engineering who 
competed from the academy. The team looked 
at how to improve the communication between 
different Lockheed Martin entities as they make 
purchasing decisions related to lifetime buys, 
which requires the company to buy parts in 
bulk if they still have use for them when the 
manufacturer stops making them.

“We were trying to at first construct a whole 
new algorithm that Lockheed Martin could 
operate on and make lifetime buys off of,” 
Class of 2020 Cadet Kimberly Monterroso, 
an engineering psychology major, said. “We 
thought that’s what our task was. But really, 
this epiphany that we had was when we figured 
out this was more of a communication and a 
management type problem. We just needed to 
change the culture of how things are working 
now. We don’t have to come up with some 
mathematical algorithm.”

The third project asked cadets to help develop 
a world-class logistics program for Lockheed 
Martin’s Lexington, Kentucky warehouse. The 
team includes an engineering psychology major, 
a physics major, an international relations major 
and a psychology major. 

The team was able to travel to Lexington to 
tour the facility and also met with their client 
via video chat to complete the project.

“They struggled with implementing 
automation throughout their processes,” 
Class of 2020 Cadet Mark Kate Beachler, an 
engineering psychology major, said. “A lot of it 
was analog, handwritten and just a lot of room 
for human error. We recommended that they 
use automation in the form of passive RFID, 
so it’s just being able to scan items in and out 
and then have a more successful way of keeping 
inventory of their warehouses.”

Along with being underdogs due to their 
lack of systems engineering experience, the 
West Point teams had to work through the added 
challenge of completing their projects remotely 
due to COVID-19. All three teams had to battle 
through the fact that team members and their 
clients were spread across multiple time zones 
throughout the country.

They then had to present their projects to 
the judges and take questions over video chat 
because the in-person competition had been 
canceled. 

“I’m extremely proud of the fact that they 
were able to apply their engineering principles, 
but also be able to react and maintain the focus 
on the mission of completing their project 
given all this uncertainty and complexity in the 
environment we’re in with this coronavirus,” 
Parrish said. 

Class of 2020 Cadets Joe Hynes, Jon Lowe, Jake Lopardo and Mark Babicke receive a tour of the Army’s Expansible 
Van at Fort Lewis, Washington from Chief Warrant Officer Ivan Vasquez in March. The tour enabled the cadets to learn 
more about the truck’s Rapid Fabrication via Additive Manufacturing on the Battlefield unit as part of their research 
for the Sustainment Innovation Competition.          Photo courtesy of Class of 2020 Cadet Mark Babicke

Class of 2020 Cadets Michael Johnson and Anthony Deltufo (top row) and Class 
of 2020 Cadets Kimberly Monterroso and Michael Prestenberg (bottom row) 
won Lockheed Martin’s the 8th annual Sustainment Innovation Competition 
held virtually April 14. Their project was to how to improve the communication 
between different Lockheed Martin entities as they make purchasing decisions 
related to lifetime buys.       Photo courtesy of Michael Parrish
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Yogurt distribution 
and water main work

(Above) Volunteers from the West 
Point Better Opportunities for Single 
Soldiers program worked with Army 
Community Services and their 
partners to distribute donated Greek 
Yogurt to the community at the West 
Point Middle School Tuesday. “My 
whole council showed up—it wasn’t 
hard to get them to volunteer,” Sgt. 
Michael Fowlkes (right), the BOSS 
Chairperson, said. “The best part of 
this was that we didn’t expect the 
turnout to be as high as it was, so 
it was great to be able to help feed 
these families and the kids.”

( L e f t )
W o r k e r s 
f r o m  t h e 
Directorate 
o f  P u b l i c 
Works dig 
into the road 
to get to a 
water main 
i n  n e e d 
o f  r e p a i r 
Tuesday at 
West Point.  
All Photos by 
Dave Conrad/
G a r r i s o n 
West  Point 
PAO



8 MaY 14, 2020 Pointer View  CoMMUnitY/MwrCoMMUnitY/Mwr

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

Movies canceled until further notice.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-
West-Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHANMOVIES at MAHAN

No events currently scheduled.

COVID-19: MWR facility 
and program updates

COMMUNITY FEATURED ITEM
West Point Tax Center closed and IRS extension

The West Point Tax Center is offi  cially closed. However, the IRS has extended the federal 
income tax fi ling and payment deadlines.

In response to the COVID-19 outbreak, the IRS is automatically extending the federal 
income tax fi ling and payment deadlines until July 15. 

This extensions applies to all taxpayers, including individuals, trusts and estates, 
corporations and other non-corporate tax fi lers as well as those who pay self-employment tax. 

Taxpayers do not need to fi le any additional forms or call the IRS to qualify for this 
automatic federal tax fi ling and payment relief.

Please note, the extension does not apply to state income tax fi lings or payments. Check 
with your state of residence for state income tax fi ling and payment deadlines. 

For more details, visit https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/tax-day-now-july-15-treasury-
irs-extend-fi ling-deadline-and-federal-tax-payments-regardless-of-amount-owed.

The following services remain OPEN (until further 
notice):

• Dog Parks—Please limit groups and cleanup after yourself.
• West Point Bowling Center—Open 11 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Monday through Sunday. Food 

delivery and pick up only.
• Round Pond Recreation Area—Permitted fi shing and passive recreation only, 9 a.m.-

5 p.m. daily. For West Point fi shing permits, create an online account at https://westpoint.
isportsman.net.

• Morgan Farm Pet Grooming—Now accepting reservations. You must call ahead for an 
appointment at 845-938-3926. Also, if you’re PCS’ing away from West Point this summer 
and will be checking out of your RV Storage site, Morgan Farm would like to hear from you. 
Contact Trish at Morgan Farm at 845-938-3926.

The following services are closed or cancelled (until 
further notice):

• MWR Administrative Offi  ces. 
• Army Community Service—Recommend using MilitaryOneSource.mil. 
• Arts & Crafts—Classes are cancelled. Virtual classes are available via the Arts & Crafts 

Facebook. 
• Auto Skills Center—Closed. Important note from New York State DMV: All N.Y. State  

motor vehicle inspections expiring after March 31 have been extended until further notice.
• BOSS.
• CYS (All programs)— All Youth Sports and Instructional programs for the Spring season 

are canceled. CYS staff  is currently refunding/giving household credits in accordance with 
IMCOM guidance.

• MWR Fitness Center.
• Intramural Sports.
• Leisure Travel.
• Morgan Farm—Staff  on-site to care for animals. All pet kenneling reservations canceled.  
• Outdoor Recreation—All reservations currently canceled. The Bull Pond lottery 

reservation is postponed until further notice.
• Tronsrue Marksmanship Center—Closed, all classes are cancelled.
• West Point Club:
 ◦ Dinner-To-Go is closed.
 ◦ All events and personal reservations canceled through today.
• West Point Golf Course.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
LRC CIF appointments for retiring, ETSing military personnel

Due to COVID-19, all military personnel who will be retiring or ETSing and require 
clearing through the Logistics Readiness Center West Point Central Issue Facility (CIF) will 
be required to make an appointment by phone.  

To make an appointment, call 845-938-4562 or 845-938-1835.

West Point Commissary face mask coverings
The West Point Commissary continues with its mission of serving Soldiers, family members 

and veterans during the many challenges brought on by the need for social distancing amidst 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Among the measures, employees are following the CDC recommendations on wearing 
face masks, and the Defense Commissary Agency recently mandated that all customers will 
be required to wear a face covering as well. Customers will not be allowed in the commissary 
without a face mask.

As an added precaution during the COVID-19 pandemic, the commissary will discontinue 
the use of reusable bags at the registers. This action is being taken with your health and safety 
in mind.

Logistics Readiness Center message
We regret to inform the community that the SMURF buses are indefi nitely suspended due 

to lack of drivers.  
The Transportation and Maintenance Division will continue to provide a bus for handicapped 

patrons from 7 a.m.-6 p.m. To call for that service, call 938-4468 or 938-2018.  
The taxi service was suspended at the beginning of the current COVID-19 crisis in an eff ort 

to mitigate the spread of the virus. We regret any inconvenience this may cause.  

Legal Assistance Offi  ce information
Have a legal question? For example, are you wondering how you can legally terminate 

or extend a lease?
• Contact the West Point Legal Assistance Offi  ce. The Legal Assistance Offi  ce’s physical 

location is closed in response to COVID-19.
• Limited services are available by calling 845-938-4541.
• Leave a voicemail with your name, phone number and brief message describing your 

situation. You may also email marilyn.shenton@westpoint.edu for assistance. Messages are 
reviewed every two hours during normal business hours. Please allow one duty day before 
calling again.

RiverFest canceled
Cornwall-on-Hudson’s RiverFest committee is disappointed to announce that RiverFest 

will not happen this year due to the coronavirus pandemic. Following discussion and a virtual 
meeting, the RiverFest committee decided that current trends and social distancing guidelines 
will not allow for the gathering to go forward as scheduled June 7 at Donahue Park in Cornwall-
on-Hudson.

RiverFest, a celebration of the Hudson River and scenic Donahue Park held the fi rst weekend 
in June, has been a Hudson Valley tradition for more than 20 years. 

“We are disappointed that we cannot hold the festival, but look forward to bringing it back, 
better than ever, in 2021,” said festival chair and co-founder, Wynn Gold.  

For details, contact Wynn Gold at 914-475-2582
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USMA PAO continues to provide the www.westpoint.edu/coronavirus USMA PAO continues to provide the www.westpoint.edu/coronavirus 
page and has released coordinated external messages on USMA social page and has released coordinated external messages on USMA social 
media platforms.media platforms.

For more information, contact the West Point Public Affairs Office at For more information, contact the West Point Public Affairs Office at 
paoinformation@westpoint.edu. paoinformation@westpoint.edu. 

West Point Coronavirus information updates
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Three cadets named Corps Squad Scholar Athletes for April

SPortSSPortS

By Army Athletic Communications

Senior Jacob Hurtubise of Army West Point baseball, 
sophomore Natalie Murphy of the rabble rousers and senior 
Macey Newbary of softball were named the Corps Squad 
Scholar Athletes of the Month for April.

  
Jacob Hurtubise
Hometown: Zionsville, Indiana.
Major: Operations Research.
Sport: Baseball.
Class Year: 2020. 
• In the classroom, Hurtubise maintains a 3.697 cumulative 

grade-point average as an Operations Research major.
• He has been on the Dean’s List every semester he has 

been enrolled at the academy and has never had a semester 
GPA lower than 3.4.

• The Zionsville, Indiana, native is branching Air Defense 
Artillery following graduation this spring.

• 2019 was a banner year on the diamond for Hurtubise 
as he set the Army single season record in runs, walks and 
stolen bases. He also broke the Patriot League career record 
for walks and stolen bases, while also leading the league in 
batting average and hits.

• Prior to the 2020 season, Hurtubise was named Patriot 
League Preseason Player of the Year. 

• He finished the 2019 season with numerous conference 
and NCAA recognitions. 

   ◦ 2019 ABCA/Rawlings Second Team All-American

   ◦ 2019 Patriot League Defensive Player of the Year
   ◦ 2019 All-Patriot League First Team
   ◦ 2019 Academic All-Patriot League
   ◦ 2019 CoSIDA Academic All-American Second Team.
• Hurtubise was the first cadet selected in the MLB draft 

since 2015, when he was selected in the 39th round by the 
Seattle Mariners in 2019.

 
Natalie Murphy
Hometown: Massapequa Park, New York.
Major: Spanish.
Sport: Rabble Rousers.
Class Year: 2022. 
• In the classroom, Murphy has excelled with a 3.79 

cumulative GPA.
• She is a recipient of the Distinguished Cadet Award for 

maintaining a 3.67 GPA or higher.
• The Massapequa Park, New York, native has earned 

Dean’s List status every semester of her academic career.
• She was recently selected to study abroad at the Spanish 

Military Academy (AGM) in Zaragoza, Spain.
• Murphy has been successful in all pillars, with a 3.21 

physical average and a 3.10 military GPA.
 
Coach Matt Feye comments
“I have really seen Natalie grow these past few years,” head 

coach Matt Feye said. “She is completely comfortable stepping 
up as a leader and is willing to do anything asked of her to 
help the program grow. Natalie is what we call a ‘stumbler’ in 

the cheer world, both an elite stunter and tumbler. In college 
cheerleading everyone has a part whether it be tumbling or 
stunting so finding someone who can do both is extremely rare. 

“Not only is Natalie a remarkable stumbler, she can also 
transition from all girl stunting to coed stunting. Natalie has 
become the person I rely on to get the job done and get it done 
correctly on and off the mat,” he added. “She was a key part our 
nationals routine and was center for stunts, basket tosses and 
tumbling. Natalie has a true natural lead-by-example attitude 
and is well respected by her peers. Her strong work ethic, 
leadership, talent and passion for this program have proven to 
be invaluable.”

  
Macey Newbary
Hometown: Missoula, Montana. 
Major: Geography.
Sport: Softball.
Class Year: 2020. 
• Newbary is a Geography major with a cumulative GPA 

of 3.032.
• She was named to the 2019 Patriot League Academic 

Honor Roll.  
• The senior has been a steady presence as a standout 

starting pitcher for the team.
• She was named to the 2018 All-Patriot League Tournament 

Team.
• Off the field, her leadership and mentorship to younger 

players has helped the team achieve five academic terms in a 
row of increasing team GPA. 

Senior Jacob Hurtubise (left) of Army West Point baseball, sophomore Natalie Murphy of the rabble rousers and senior Macey Newbary of softball were named the 
Corps Squad Scholar Athletes of the Month for April.                      Photos by Army Athletic Communications
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WEST POINT, TO THEE
By Senior Maddie Burns
Army West Point Women’s Lacrosse

Thank you, Army lacrosse.

To the world,
If you didn’t know, this 2020 team was special. We were 45 

women, with a spectrum of personalities, fighting day in and day 
out to be champions. We were 7-0 before our season ended and 
we were determined to break more records. Our draw control win 
percentage was ranked first in the nation, our defense was tied for 
second nationally after allowing only 7.29 goals per game and we 
were one of eight teams in the country that remained undefeated. 

We also were the best in the country in the intangibles from 
my perspective. Our team cohesion, our grit, our resilience and 
our humor all should have won us at least a few trophies. This 
team had insane potential, and we were ready to put our names 
in a few more places in the Army record books. 

It’s unfortunate that our season, and some of our careers, were 
suddenly cut short, but I am glad to have gotten in at least seven 
games before it all ended. It was too good to be true, I suppose. 
Next season, this program will reach a whole new level and will 
create a splash in the world of lacrosse. I am already counting 
down the days to cheer them on from the stands. 

To the seniors,
I love you all. The thousands of hours we dedicated to this 

team over four years was worth every second. From the early 
morning bus rides to fall scrimmages, to the late-night practices 
and long conditioning sessions, we made so many memories. The 
walks up and down the hill with teammates through every season 
provided its own facet of the experience, including balancing 
extra trays of food walking past the iced-over Lusk Reservoir, and 
down the perilous icy ramp behind Scott just to deliver extra food 
to the CCQ for our companies. Being together made anything 
unpleasant, fun. We knew how to have fun anywhere. No one will 
forget the squat party or the fun Fridays. Our legs certainly will 
not forget. Nevertheless, these moments only brought us closer.

As only the second year as a Division I program, our 
freshman year was a rollercoaster. 300s tests in the fall, morning 
practice, and getting used to being a cadet and a college athlete. 
Our first game as college athletes was awesome. Playing Marist 
on a cold day in February with the field lined in banks of snow. 
The game itself was a nail-biter as we battled back and forth the 
whole contest until we finally secured the victory with a four-
goal run at the end. 

The next most notable game of our freshman year was us 
beating a Patriot League team for the first time in our program’s 
history. On a cold and rainy day, we battled with Colgate for 
a full 60 minutes on the road and won by two goals. We then 
proceeded to ignore the cold weather and dump the whole bucket 
of Gatorade on Coach Waags in celebration. Sophomore year we 
won four league games and junior year we won six, including a 
win in the quarterfinals of the Patriot League Tournament. Our 
class will always have the honor of helping build this program 
from the ground up. Being a part of the very start and going 
through many losses to build the program to this undefeated 
season is humbling. 

We are so lucky as a class to have been able to help establish 
a winning culture and a family mindset. We are a strong and 
committed class and it has been so incredible experiencing it all 
with you. I love you all.

To the underclassmen,
I have learned so much from this team. One of the biggest 

lessons I can impart on you in both lacrosse and in life is that 
this team is only as much as you put in. In any relationship, it 
must be 50/50. If you do not show up to team bonding or do not 

come up early and work on your game, it will not magically get 
better. The more you pour your heart into this team, the more the 
team will pour its heart into you. Plan team movie nights, team 
bonfires, team pancake breakfasts and more. You will look back 
and smile at all the new memories forged in nights watching 
Shutter Island, some romance movie or stalking each other’s 
high school interviews. As a firstie, it will be even harder to 
dedicate time. Weekends are full of “lasts,” last home football 
game, last Army-Air Force game, last Halloween, etc. This is 
when it’s important to dedicate time, no matter what, to the team. 
Believe me, you can balance both. Give it to the team, and the 
team will give back. 

Get on the wall. We have no time to waste. We can and will 
be national champions. This starts with extra work. Coach Gilroy 
knows and is probably annoyed at the number of individuals I 
did over my career. Do not take a pre-practice nap, ladies. Get 
up the hill and get working. Lacrosse showed me that hard work 
translates, and this work ethic is something I can take with me 
for the rest of my life. You'll regret not putting in more work and 
reaching your potential before retiring from the most incredible 
sport in the world. 

Have fun! Some of the best times I had were simply in 
practice. Behind the cage with the goalies or in the 8-meter with 
the defense. Have fun playing the sport that you love. Smile. 
Nothing is more beautiful than Michie Stadium on a spring 
afternoon. During a Thayer week, you might get caught up in 
the "woe is me," while thinking about all of your WPRs and 
essays you have to turn in, but no matter how much you think 
about them at practice, they aren’t going anywhere. No matter 
what happens down the hill, keep lacrosse as a safe space for 
laughter and release from the stressors of the academy. Have fun 
in everything you do up the hill and down the hill. Believe me, 
it will make your West Point experience fly by. 

Finally, thank you. Thank you for being the most inspiring 

and loving teammates. Thank you for accepting me and all of 
my quirks. Thank you for being such amazing people who I 
continue to learn from daily. Thank you for the laughs, the cries, 
the dancing, the hugs, the bruises and the love. Carry on the 
legacy, I love you all. 

To the coaches,
I do not know where to start. First of all, thank you. Thank 

you for finding me in high school and introducing me to this 
mysterious place. You changed the path of my life irreversibly 
for the better and I will forever be grateful. It did not end there. 
For the past four years, you have all been rocks for us to lean 
on. You showed us you loved us in so many ways. From how 
you pushed us in practice, to the team dinners you ensured we 
had, to the well-placed dodgeball games when you noticed we 
needed a pick-me-up, words of wisdom and more. 

Your mentorship and love shaped us into the leaders we are 
today. This program has also gone leaps and bounds because of 
your leadership, and that made this experience that much better. 
You all put in hours away from your family and friends to be 
with us to prepare to make us better and it did not go unnoticed. 
This team would not be what it is today without you all and I 
cannot thank you enough. Also, thank you for putting me back 
in cage even after I had a rough day. I appreciated your trust 
in me. You all had such a big impact on me as a person and a 
player. Thank you. 

To my parents,
Thank you for supporting me on this unusual journey. Thank 

you for signing me up for this sport over a decade ago and always 
encouraging me to achieve greater things. If I could do it all over 
again, I would do it in a heartbeat. 

              — Maddie Burns

Army West Point women’s lacrosse senior goaltender Maddie Burns.    Photo by Army Athletic Communications
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Senior defender Tom Rigney and attacker Miles Silva of the Army West Point men’s lacrosse team were both selected by the Denver Outlaws in the 2020 Major 
League Lacrosse Draft on May 4.                                                Photos by Army Athletic Communications

Rigney, Silva selected in Major League Lacrosse draft
By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

Senior defender Tom Rigney and attacker Miles Silva of the 
Army West Point men’s lacrosse team were both selected by 
the Denver Outlaws in the 2020 Major League Lacrosse Draft 
on May 4. 

Rigney was the fi fth overall pick by the Outlaws and Silva 
was the 47th overall pick and the fi fth selection in the eighth 
round of the draft. 

“Joe Alberici does a terrifi c job coaching our men’s lacrosse 
program and having them prepared to compete at an elite level,” 
said Mike Buddie, Army West Point director of Athletics. 
“We are excited to see Tom and Miles have the possibility to 
continue their lacrosse careers in the MLL, competing with the 
grit and toughness you would expect from a West Point cadet. 
This opportunity could be the best of both worlds for these men 
who may be able to fulfi ll two dreams they have been working 
toward in the last 47 months—to serve the U.S. Army as second 
lieutenants and to play lacrosse professionally.”

Coach Alberici has mentored 13 MLL draft picks in his time 

at Army, while the program has seen 16 total players selected 
into the league. Rigney is the top defensive pick in Alberici’s 
tenure with John Glesener as the highest pick at fourth overall 
in the fi rst round in 2013. 

Rigney was named All-America Honorable Mention after 
serving as the team’s on-fi eld leader his senior season. He 
recorded 23 ground balls, an assist and fi ve caused turnovers. 

The senior from Nokesville, Virginia, fi nished his career with 
76 ground balls, 19 caused turnovers and three assists.

“I think Tom is the complete package for Denver,” Alberici 
said. “He has tremendous work ethic, is a great teammate and 
provided outstanding leadership for us as a captain in 2020 
season. He plays with a physical and tough style that would 
translate very well to the pro game. One thing we are most proud 
of is his development in the Army program. Early in his career his 
work ethic and determination drove his development and turned 
him into one of the most outstanding defensive players in the 
country. I think the Outlaws really got themselves a winner in 
Tom. I am really happy for him to have the possibility to continue 
his lacrosse career.”

Silva was the Black Knights’ leading goal scorer for the past 

two seasons. In 2019, Silva produced 39 goals including two 
man-up scores and a game winner. 

This past season, the Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, native paced 
the team with 22 tallies and two in man-up situations. He fi nishes 
his Army career with 65 goals in 34 games with 47 ground balls 
and 10 caused turnovers. 

“Miles brings tremendous enthusiasm and competitiveness to 
the game,” Alberici said. “His ability to score and to handle the 
ball in diffi  cult circumstances would prove to be benefi cial for 
him in the MLL given the opportunity. I am very proud of how 
he has developed in all areas of the game on the fi eld. He is a 
committed rider and terrifi c partners ground ball player, as well 
as being a prolifi c scorer. His commitment level to our program 
and to the game of lacrosse would translate well to the next level 
at Denver and the Army.”

The 2020 senior class boasts a .655 winning percentage 
while at Army and were the 2019 Patriot League champions. The 
Black Knights authored a 36-19 record with nine wins against 
nationally-ranked opponents and four wins against top-10 teams. 

The senior class helped lift the team to a program record 13 
wins in 2019 when the Cadets made the NCAA Tournament. 
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Army West Point hockey senior forward Brendan Soucie.                
               Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By Senior Brendan Soucie 
Army West Point hockey

The meaning of being a member of the 
Army hockey family hits a diff erent pitch for the 
Soucie household. Unlike any of my teammates, 
my father graduated West Point in 1992 and 
captained the team his senior year. My whole 
life, I witnessed the true value of what it means 
to be a part of this family. 

No matter the year, alumni are constantly 
around to offer support in whatever ways 
needed. Just in my four years, I witnessed a 
revival in this support with catered team dinners, 
support in visiting arenas, etc. The dedication to 
support the Army hockey program stems from 
the bonds formed as players. 

I have countless memories from my four 
years which formed these bonds. The fi rst was 
throwing that jersey on for my fi rst game. I got 
extremely lucky and tapped home a wide-open 
rebound on my fi rst shift of college hockey, but 
that is not my greatest memory of the game. 
Going through the emotional roller coaster of 
a game is where you come together as a team. 
Compared to every team I played for, the 
strength of this team bond seemed to be greater 
because of our name, Army West Point. 

A second memory from that year was being 
aff orded the opportunity to play an outdoor 
hockey game at frozen Fenway Park. Living 20 
minutes away my last year of juniors, this game 
was especially surreal. Not only is Fenway one 
of the most famous sports venues, but I was able 
to play in front of family and friends. Boston is 
close to home so I will never forget taping my 
sticks on top of the Green Monster or sitting 
on the bench and taking the moment to realize 
where I was playing. 

One memory that all Army hockey players 
have are the games against service academy 
rival Air Force. In my fi rst two seasons, we 
played Air Force 10 times, including four 
playoff  games. Regular season games against 
Air Force carry more weight than just the 
points in the standings. The rinks are sold out, 
the crowds are electric and we are playing for 
our pride. There is an extreme level of respect 
between the two sides, but this intensifi es the 
games that much more. 

In my fi rst game against Air Force freshman 
year, we beat them for the fi rst time since 2011 
which was a span of 10 games. We ended up 
losing to them 1-0 in the semifi nals that year 
to strengthen the rivalry that much more. The 
following year we found ourselves hosting Air 
Force in the quarterfi nals. In the deciding third 
game of the best of three series, it was scoreless 
going into overtime. We did not come out on 
top, making my fi rst two collegiate seasons end 
at the hands of our bitter rival. Although the 
outcome was not ideal, I will always remember 
these games for the battles and the intensity for 

which they were.
One of the more memorable games of my 

career came against Air Force my senior year. 
We tied it up in the last minute with the goalie 
pulled to send it to overtime. We wound up 
going to a shootout where it took nine shooters 
before we were fi nally able to score and get 
the extra point. Even though I was not playing 
because of an injury, I do not recall it ever being 
that loud in Tate Rink. The excitement in the air 
and seeing the team spill out onto the ice is a 
sight I will never forget. 

Every college hockey player dreams big 
when it comes to their legacy and the fi nal 
year of their hockey career. Some are fortunate 
enough to continue playing after their four years 
of college hockey, but most of us are not. I went 
into my senior season more motivated than ever 
to fi nish playing the sport I love to the best of 
my ability. 

After breaking my leg a week before our 
fi rst game, my senior season was far from what 
I dreamed of. Times were tough not being 
able to be around the team as much and create 
new bonds with the freshmen. I was unable to 
practice or be in the locker room and couldn’t 
travel with the team for road games. Hockey 
players know all about the memories of bus 
trips. This is where your team will bond the most 
and especially at a place like West Point, it is a 
quick escape where you can largely focus on just 
hockey and your teammates around you. There 
were some setbacks in my recovery, but after 
months of rehab I was fi nally healthy enough 
to play in a game. 

After only getting to play 10 games my 
senior year, the team was focused and ready 
to do something special. We had a remarkable 
season despite the injuries that went around, 
including us senior forwards not playing in a 
single game together. But going into playoff s, 
we fi nally had a healthy roster. This all came 
crashing down on Thursday, March 12. 

It was spring break that week which meant 
we could just focus on being hockey players 
leading up to our home playoff  series against 
Niagara. The coronavirus was having a huge 
impact on everything in the country and the 
world. Some teams like Harvard and Yale 
already forfeited the rest of their season to 
avoid spreading this virus which made everyone 
wonder if the rest of college hockey would 
follow. The night before the 12th, the NBA 
suspended its season and I thought that this 
was terrible news in terms of the continuation 
of my senior year. I was skeptical to say the 
least. We had practice the next morning and 
there was a sense of unrest among the team. 
We had a scheduled team meal but instead of 
going, everyone stayed around just awaiting 
further news. 

Coach Riley received a phone call from the 
league and told us not to leave until we had a 

team meeting. By the time the coaches came 
into the locker room, I could tell by their faces 
that my hockey career was over.

It was an emotional time for us in the locker 
room as every guy hugged each other. Our 
season was over, and we were not able to go 
out on our own terms to prove to the rest of the 
league that our team was special. There was an 
uncanny belief among us that this could be the 
year to clinch our fi rst league title. We had an 
incredible season, despite not playing one game 
at full strength. We saw our program get ranked 
for I believe the fi rst time ever, come close to 
beating two top 10 teams in Las Vegas, sweeping 
Air Force, and most importantly, add members 
to the Army hockey family.

Even though my senior season was far from 
what I imagined it to be, there was something 
more important to deal with than playing any 
sport. We did not understand the signifi cance 
of the coronavirus until later, but our health 
far outweighed hockey. I am fortunate enough 
for myself and those close to me to be healthy, 
but that is not the case for everyone. As we try 
to recover as a nation, everyone must do their 
part to stop this virus from spreading and get 
our country back to full strength. It took some 
time and refl ection on all my memories, but I 
came to terms with my hockey career ending as 
a result of a greater cause.

The last thing I want to do is thank everybody 
along my hockey journey. I have met some 
incredible people because of my love of the 
game, and I am forever grateful for that.

The most important people to thank are my 
mom, dad and sister. You have supported me 
my whole life in my pursuit to play this game 
at the highest level possible. Whether it was 
driving two hours for a practice, waking up at 

ungodly hours to take me to the rink or traveling 
across the country to spend another weekend in a 
diff erent rink, you never said no. I cannot thank 
you guys enough for the support and allowing 
me to grow to be the person I am today. 

To my senior teammates, our bond goes 
back to before ever meeting one another. Back 
to when we started a group chat leading up to 
Beast. From the pictures of us rocking the new 
balances before Beast to our last hockey practice 
together, thank you for being true friends.

To all my other teammates over the four 
years, you guys helped me grow as a person and 
get through West Point. I could not have done 
it without you guys nor have created all our on 
and off  the ice memories. Thank you.

To the coaches and all staff  members, you 
allowed me to pursue the game I love. Whether 
it was recruiting me or assisting in my time at 
West Point, I could not have done it without 
your help. Thank you.

To the alumni around the world, the Army 
hockey program would not be where it is today 
without your support. Whether it was through 
donations or attending games, I feel honored to 
be an Army hockey family member with you. 

To the fans and West Point community, you 
cannot beat playing at Tate Rink. It was an honor 
to play in front of you for four years. Thank you.

Last, but not least, I would like to thank the 
sport of hockey. It has aff orded me with endless 
opportunities in life and opened the door for 
endless relationships now and well into my 
future. I would not be who I am today without 
this sport and the experiences it exposed me to. 

My hockey playing career may have come 
to an end, but my love for the game is eternal. 

         #14 Brendan Soucie #AHF


