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Flyover saluteFlyover salute USMA PAO continues to USMA PAO continues to 
prov ide  comprehens ive prov ide  comprehens ive 
resources across the West resources across the West 
Point community through Point community through 
the West Point Coronavirus the West Point Coronavirus 
webpage at www.westpoint.webpage at www.westpoint.
edu/coronavirus, and it has edu/coronavirus, and it has 
released external messages on released external messages on 
USMA social media platforms. USMA social media platforms. 

For more information, contact For more information, contact 
the West Point Public Affairs the West Point Public Affairs 
Office at paoinformation@Office at paoinformation@
westpoint.edu. westpoint.edu. 

See page 3 for Keller Corner See page 3 for Keller Corner 
updates.updates.

See pages 4-11 for Coronavirus-See pages 4-11 for Coronavirus-
related stories, graphics, related stories, graphics, 
updates and activities.updates and activities.

See pages 12-16 for Army See pages 12-16 for Army 
West Point sports articles and West Point sports articles and 
features.features.
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The Navy Blue Angels and Air Force Thunderbirds fl y over New York City April 28 to salute the frontline COVID-19 
workers for their tireless work during the crisis. The military supported New York City with various forms of aid to 
include help at the Javits Center Hospital and the Navy Hospital ship, the USNS Comfort.   Photos by Brandon O'Connor/PV
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DFL cadets brief Army South’s Deputy CG Alcides on Projects Day
By Maj. George Gurrola and Capt. John Schield
Department of Foreign Languages and U.S. 
Army South

During this year’s Projects Day, the Department 
of Foreign Languages at the U.S. Military Academy 
virtually hosted  U.S. Army South’s Deputy Commanding 
General—Interoperability GdB Alcides V. Faria Jr. 

The Spanish group, Class of 2020 Cadets Alex 
Bayer, Jack Provost and Michael King, briefed 
Alcides on China’s infl uence in Argentina and Chile. 
The Portuguese group, Class of 2020 Cadets Brandon 
Roseborough, Wonha Kim and Christian Halcomb, 
discussed China’s infl uence in Brazil. Both briefs were 
conducted in Spanish and Portuguese, respectively, 
demonstrating the cadets’ ability to communicate and 
analyze complex problems in support of an Army 
service component. 

Alcides’ lecture titled, “Brazil Army Perspective 
of South American Security Concerns,” provided 
cadets a unique glimpse into South American security 
challenges and how the Brazilian army tackles these 
issues. 

“This is a very good opportunity to show a diff erent 
perspective from a partner… to make people think a 
diff erent way,” Alcides said of the opportunity to attend 
Projects Day and give a guest lecture.

 Throughout this section of Projects Day, more than  
200 participants from across U.S. South Command, 
U.S. Army South, West Point, the Western Hemisphere 
Institute for Security Cooperation and many other 
education institutions participated.

As part of the DFL capstone course, the cadet 
groups collaborated with offi  cers and analysts from 
U.S. Army South. The presentation to the DCGI was 
a culmination of months of research and interviews. 
In January, both cadet groups traveled to Fort Sam 
Houston in San Antonio to visit with key stakeholders 
at U.S. Army South Headquarters. 

Cadets were able to interact and discuss their 
research with offi  cers from the Security Cooperation 
Division including partner nation liaison offi  cers from 
Chile, Argentina, Peru, Brazil and more. Maj. Ruben 
Ramos, U.S. Army South’s Chile and Argentina desk 
offi  cer, was instrumental in driving the collaboration 
between both organizations. 

The cadets were able to broaden their perspective on 
how the U.S. Army South partners with other countries 
and embodies the motto, “Defense and Fraternity.” 

“It is important, as a senior offi  cer, to educate our 
future leaders by expanding their horizons of thought 
and making them deconstruct challenges through the 
lenses of other cultures,” Alcides said. 

DFL seeks to develop leaders of character, through 
education in the languages and regional knowledge. The 
faculty and staff  seek to instill cultural and linguistic 
profi ciency to help cadets thrive in tomorrow’s security 
environment. 

During this year’s Projects Day, the Department of Foreign Languages at the U.S. Military Academy virtually 
hosted U.S. Army South’s Deputy Commanding General—Interoperability GdB Alcides V. Faria, Jr. The Spanish 
group, Class of 2020 Cadets Alex Bayer, Jack Provost and Michael King, briefed Alcides on China’s infl uence in 
Argentina and Chile.                                                         Courtesy Photo
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Keller Corner: Update on Coronavirus
 POINTIN FOCUS: CORONAVIRUS 2019 UPDATE

KKeller CCorner

For a one-stop shop of all updated coronavirus 
information, Keller Army Community Hospital 
notifications, how to stop the spread of 
COVID-19, federal/state/local guidance and the 
U.S. Military Academy and Army Garrison West 
Point webpages, visit https://kach.amedd.army.
mil/West-Point-COVID-19-INFO/.

Keller ranks No. 1 in patient 
satisfaction for MEDCOM in April
By Robert K. Lanier
Public Affairs Officer, Keller Army 
Community Hospital

Keller  Army Community Hospi ta l 
(KACH) ranked No. 1 in ‘patient satisfaction’ 
throughout U.S. Army Medical Command 
during the month of April.  

The patient satisfaction scores are 
measured by the Joint Outpatient Experience 
Survey (JOES), graphic to the right.

KACH continues to exceed the civilian, 
Army and Military Health System benchmark 
with a patient satisfaction score of 99.1%. 
Through targeted efforts of increasing 
patient satisfaction across a variety of 
metrics, identified through completed JOES, 
Keller is able to provide compassionate and 
patient-centered care for the entire West Point 
community.

“The Keller team is committed to creating 
the best patient experience possible for our 

beneficiaries,” said Col. Brett H. Venable, 
commander,  Keller  Army Community 
Hospital. “We welcome our patients’ feedback 
as we continue to look for ways to improve 
our services.”

JOES combines and standardizes long-
standing methods used by the Army, Navy, Air 
Force and Defense Health Agency/National 
Capital Region to learn about beneficiary 
health care experiences with the goal of 
making them better. 

This  s ingle  outpat ient-vis i t  based 
instrument will assist military treatment 
facilities with their goal of becoming a high 
reliability organization.

Keller requests that you don’t forget to fill 
out the survey if you receive it in the mail. The 
surveys returned with satisfactory marks help 
us keep our clinics up to date with the latest 
equipment and services available to you, and 
allows us to improve the service we provide 
our beneficiaries.
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Transient barracks housing cadets during pandemic
By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

While most of the cadets at the U.S. 
Military Academy have been home since 
leaving for spring break in March, 21 cadets 
remain at the academy in the transient barracks 
set up to house those who were unable to go 
home.

The majority of the cadets staying in 
the transient barracks are foreign exchange 
students who were not able to go home during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, said Capt. Dymitri 
Dutkanicz, the tactical officer overseeing the 
transient barracks. Other cadets had already 
chosen to stay at West Point during spring 
break and then made the decision to remain at 
the academy instead of traveling. Some cadets 
have also returned to the academy if their 
situations at home were untenable to continue 
taking online classes. 

The cadets have been living in MacArthur 
Long, where a single floor has been setup as 
the transient barracks. The cadets have access 
to a gym that is frequently disinfected as well 
as common spaces where they can spend time 
together while socially distanced. 

“Overall, I think it’s been going very well 
for the cadets,” Dutkanicz said. “Our priority 
remains giving them an environment where 
they have all the resources that any other cadet 
would have to do their academics. We try to 
work on physical fitness and interactions with 
the staff and faculty as well as their faculty 
sponsors as much as possible to give them 
some opportunities to interact with people 
outside of the barracks and get some support 
from the West Point community as well.”

The majority of the cadets’ time is spent 
in their rooms, but they have physical fitness 
formations Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
and eat their meals together in the mess hall. To 
help keep the cadets safe, new social distancing 

guidelines have been put in place during meals 
where only one or two cadets eat together at 
the same table, Dutkanicz said. Formations 
have also been spread out and physical fitness 
is done in small groups with distance between 
participants.

“Initially, we were eating alone in our 
rooms and just getting food here, but that’s 
not how you eat in the Army,” Class of 2020 
Cadet Marco Garcia Garcia, who is serving as 
the platoon sergeant for the transient barracks, 
said. “So, we transitioned to the mess hall with 
the social distancing, but we have that social 
interaction. That way we keep everyone with 
good mental health.”

Garcia Garcia initially traveled home to 
Colombia with the Department of Foreign 
Languages for spring break, but after they 
arrived back at West Point the travel restrictions 
changed which didn’t allow him to return 
home. He had to spend 14 days in quarantine 
due to his foreign travel, but said he is happy 
he is at West Point because it allows both him 
and his family to be sure he is safe and well-
cared for during the pandemic.

Class of 2021 Cadet Israel Koker-Thomas, 
who is from near Atlanta, had originally 
decided to stay at West Point during spring 
break to focus on academics and after cadets 
were told to stay home he chose to remain at 
the academy for the same reason.

“Given the situation with online learning 
and all the resources that I would be missing if I 
did leave, I figured staying here would be better 
for me as far as completing classes and just 
having more material being readily available 
to actually complete my classes,” Koker-
Thomas said. “It’s been working pretty well 
for me since I’m an (information technology) 
major. Most of our classes have to do with 
programming or networking on virtual labs, 
so it’s not really been too much of a struggle 
for me to transition or for teachers to transition 

all of our assignments and projects on there.”
During their stay in the transient barracks, 

the cadets have received support from the 
sponsors they were assigned plebe year as well 
as the West Point community. Koker-Thomas 
said he has been able to go to his sponsor’s 
house for meals or time to relax away from 
the barracks. They also hosted him for Easter. 

Garcia Garcia added that the West 
Point community has supported them by 
bringing snacks and drinks. They have also 

welcomed cadets who may not have had a 
close relationship with their official sponsor 
and opened up their homes to them. 

The cadets in the transient barracks also 
worked to foster a sense of normalcy in their 
lives by holding a plebe recognition ceremony 
for those still on post. They were not able to 
shake hands as they typically would, but Garcia 
Garcia said they still wanted to congratulate 
the plebes on almost making it through their 
first year.

Class of 2020 Cadet Patryk Dubas, a semester exchange cadet from Poland, 
excerises while social distancing. Dubas is one of 21 cadets staying in the 
transient barracks at the U.S. Military Academy. 
                     Photos courtesy of Capt. Dymitri Dutkanicz

Class of 2022 Cadet Elisha Muhirwa, a four-year exchange cadet from Rwanda, 
and (right) Class of 2023 Cadet Mateshan Subramaniam, a four-year exchange 
cadet from Malaysia, inspect Easter bags donated to the cadets staying in 
transient barracks at the U.S. Military Academy. 
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Shakespeare monologues go virtual on Projects Day
By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

At 2 a.m. in a dark room of her house, Class 
of 2023 Cadet Hannah Lamb set up a video 
camera, put on a makeshift costume and began 
to recite lines from Shakespeare’s “Othello.”

She played the role of Iago, the play’s 
villain, as he lays out his scheme to take down 
Othello, the main protagonist in the play. Her 
costume consisted of a vest and scarf she pulled 
out of her closet and a National Honor Society 
cord left over from her high school graduation. 
She used a chess set to symbolize the pieces 
of Iago’s plan and a candle served as the only 
source of light during the eerie scene.   

The final video was her submission to 
the Academy Idol Shakespeare monologue 
competition hosted annually by the U.S. 
Military Academy’s Department of English 
and Philosophy on Projects Day. Typically, the 
competition is held in Robinson Auditorium with 
10 cadets performing in-person monologues 
in front of judges from the Hudson Valley 
Shakespeare Company. 

With the cadets spread throughout the 
country due to COVID-19, the department 
decided to host a virtual contest and have 
competitors submit videos of themselves  
performing monologues. During a normal year, 
each instructor of EN102, the introduction to 
literature course taught to plebes, nominates 
one cadet to compete in the contest based on 
how they perform when reciting memorized 
monologues in class during the semester. 
The department then holds quarterfinals and 
semifinals to choose the top 10 who compete 
on Projects Day for a chance to be named 
Academy Idol.

Because the virtual contest had no time 

constraints, the competition was opened up to 
the entire plebe class this year and 67 cadets 
made monologue videos. 

The cadets were given the option to use 
the same monologue from class or choose a 
new one to perform in their videos. The cadets 
weren’t required to memorize the monologue 
for the video, but they were encouraged to be 
as creative a possible while confined at home 
due to the pandemic. 

Capt. Steven Thomas, who teaches EN102 
and ran the contest, said it was important to 
the department to find a way to still hold the 
competition because it is their only show on 
Projects Day and the one presentation plebes 
are able to participate in on that day. 

While there are typically some costumes 
during the in-person performances, Thomas 
said it was a “blast” to the see the creativity of 
the cadets on display while performing their 
monologues in a new way.

“This is such a cornerstone of the 
department,” Thomas said. “We decided that 
no matter the constraints, we wanted this sort 
of outlet for students to perform and express 
themselves especially when they don’t have the 
opportunity to do so otherwise.”

Lamb showed off her creativity and technical 
skills by filming a video by herself in the middle 
of the night. Class of 2023 Cadet Chris Barrett, 
on the other hand, enlisted the help of his 
brothers, his sister and his mom to bring his 
scene from “Henry the Fifth” to life. 

Barrett’s mom ran the camera, his brothers 
played knights and his sister portrayed the 
enemy while he played King Henry giving a 
speech to motivate his knights for battle. The 
scene started on the family’s back porch where  
he gave the majority of his speech to motivate 
his knights. They then stormed down the steps as 

he held his sword high and his brothers mounted 
an attack on the playset in the backyard where 
his sister was hiding.

Barrett said he originally picked the scene 
because he enjoyed the fact that it had a 
motivating speech before a battle, but after 
performing it he learned from his grandmother 
that he had an ancestor who fought in the battle 
for England and allegedly captured the Duke 
of France. 

“It was fun for the family to get a little break 
because they’re all doing school,” Barrett said. 
“We’ve just been doing stuff together and it was 
fun to have that whole thing and I think everyone 
enjoyed it. I think it was definitely a good break 
to do an event that was kind of fun and to dress 
up and just do something I thought was a little 
funny and little goofy.”

Class of 2023 Cadet Mark Bobinski also 
enlisted the help of family to make his scene 
come alive. His brother ran the camera and his 
mom served as the production assistant holding 
up cue cards in case he forgot a line. He chose to 
portray Richard the Third from the play “Henry 
the Sixth.” He built his costume from a robe, an 
old beanie belonging to his dad and a Cleveland 
Browns scarf to pay homage to his favorite team.

“I thought it was awesome, because I think 
it’s a little change of pace as to how we’re 
conducting the online learning,” Bobinski 
said. “A lot of it is you read a book, you either 
take a test, write an essay or do something 
monotonous that you don’t necessarily have 
a lot of fun doing. This one is a little spark to 
the day where you got to take a little time to be 
creative and look for something that you thought 
would really spice up what you’re doing. You 
could really put your own little touch on what 
you’re doing.”

Out of the 67 submissions, Barrett, Bobinski 
and Lamb all made the top 12 with Lamb 
being named the 2020 Academy Idol for her 
performance.

“I’m close to a couple actors in my life and 
we were laughing at my lack of acting ability 
when I made the video,” Lamb said. “It was a 
little bit of a shock for me, I’m not going to lie. 
I was not very good in my in-class recitation, 
but I can make a video pretty well. So, I guess 
that went over well with the instructors.”

The top 12 monologues are available on 
the Department of English and Philosophy’s 
YouTube page and are titled, “Shakespeare 
Showcase.” 

Class of 2023 Cadet Chris Barrett portrays Henry the Fifth in his video 
monologue. His costume was made by his grandmother and originally designed 
as Thor before being repurposed.   Photo courtesy of Class of 2023 Cadet Chris Barret

Class of 2023 Cadet Mark Bobinski portrays Richard the Third from the play 
“Henry the Sixth” during his video monologue. He built his costume from a 
robe, an old beanie belonging to his dad and a Cleveland Browns scarf to pay 
homage to his favorite team.    Photo courtesy of Class of 2023 Cadet Mark Bobinski



6 May 7, 2020 Pointer View    

All-Army CyberStakes is more than just Army
By Maj. Lisa Beum
Army Cyber Institute 

The Army Cyber Institute at West Point 
hosted its fourth and largest All-Army 
CyberStakes from April 24-May 3. All-Army 
CyberStakes is a 10-day “Capture-the-
Flag” style competition that tests individual 
cybersecurity skills and is open to all civilian 
and military U.S. government employees, as 
well as cadets and midshipmen from all service 
academies and ROTC. 

“Despite the many challenges of the current 
COVID-19 environment, we realized that 
we could still execute a high-quality online 
training event that would allow members of 
the cyber force to train and refine their skills 
remotely,” said Col. Jeffrey Erickson, Army 
Cyber Institute’s chief of staff. “We believe 
this model will continue to have immense value 
in the future.”

CyberStakes doubled its number of 
participants from the previous iteration to 
2,049 and almost quadrupled the number of 
solves: 38,663. 

Although the competition lasts 10 days 
in total, participants did not need to dedicate 
a majority of their time to participate in the 
competition. It is intended to be accessible 
to everyone from those with a few minutes a 
day to cybersecurity professionals who want 
to measure their skills against others in the 
community.

“All-Army CyberStakes continues to grow 
each year with competitors, challenges and 

quality of training, and we were fortunate this 
year to expand CyberStakes internationally 
with participation from the United Kingdom’s 
Ministry of Defence,” Erickson said. “The 
whole purpose of CyberStakes is to challenge 
and recognize the best in our force, and 
to provide high quality, deeply technical 
individual training for all skill levels.”

While CyberStakes is a competition, it is 
also an excellent training opportunity for cyber 
units and personnel to get hands-on experience 
solving challenges that directly address core 
concepts in the field from forensics and 
exploitation to understanding the underlying 
vulnerabilities in software.  

The length  of  the  compet i t ion  i s 
deliberately longer than other competitions so 
that it incorporates two weekends and is readily 
available to the total Army including the 
reserve and guard components.  Additionally, 
the challenges are designed to span the range 
of skillsets allowing personnel who are not 
technical experts to participate and learn 
something new. This year, AACS supported 
over 115 units, which was five times as many 
as previous years.

Maj. Roy Ragsdale, research scientist at 
ACI and an instructor within the Electrical 
Eng inee r ing  and  Compute r  Sc i ence 
Department, is the technical director for All-
Army CyberStakes 4. His research investigates 
the use of Capture-the-Flag competitions for 
training and assessment purposes. Outside of 
the classroom he has served as the officer-in-
charge of the Cadet Competitive Cyber Team 

(C3T), West Point’s hacking team. 
“The most significant change this year was 

a focus on crafting the challenge progression 
to be more accessible to beginners,” said 
Ragsdale. “This year Capt. John Rollinson, 
the lead ACI challenge developer, crafted a 
phenomenal series of 22 introductory challenge 
which resulted in more competitors solving 
more challenges than ever before.”

Ragsdale continued to say that the training 
value goes far beyond the rote replication 
of a typical training course and provides 
competitors with the ability to deal with 
technical uncertainty. In order to be successful, 
they must leverage their existing skills, rapidly 
learn new concepts and actually put them into 
practice.

“I’m on the Cadet Competitive Cyber Team 
(C3T) at school and have developed a love for 
cyber security and the many competitions that 
come with it,” said Class of 2020 Cadet Aidan 
McCarthy, a computer science major who 
placed in the top five in the cadet category. 
“I saw it as a good way to sum up my time at 
school and a way to see how I stack up against 
the rest of the Army.” McCarthy branched 
cyber and hopes to apply what he learned in 
CyberStakes throughout his career. 

“Almost every challenge I worked on 
introduced a new concept I had not explored 
before or interacted with a service in a new 
way. Sometimes it can feel like there is way 
too much to learn, but that’s what I love about 
CTFs and CyberStakes in particular,” said 
McCarthy.

An interesting aspect about CyberStakes is 
the ability for participants to do write-ups after 
solving a challenge, which permits others who 
may not have solved a challenge yet to see how 
to approach the problem. 

“Explaining your thought process to 
someone else helps you understand it better, 
and gives you notes to reference the next time 
you encounter a similar problem,” McCarthy 
said.

Out of the 2,049 participants, one hacked 
his way to the top of All-Army CyberStakes. 
This year’s winner was 1st Lt. Brian Welch, a 
mission commander and cyberspace capability 
developer from the 780th Military Intelligence 
Brigade.

Welch had participated in past CyberStakes 
competitions and said he was drawn back 
to compete again by the high quality of the 
challenges and the friendly competition 
among other members in his unit. Although 
CyberStakes was mentally strenuous for him, 
Welch recognized the value of the competition 
and how it could help identify those Soldiers 
with abilities and talents needed within the 
cyber community. 

“CyberStakes is the single greatest 
technical training event available to the 
DOD cyber community. Capture-the-Flags, 
in general, are also a great culminating event 
for any kind of long pipeline training and give 
participants an opportunity to compete and 
showcase their technical skillset,” Welch said. 

People participating in events like 
CyberStakes tend to band together,  a 
characteristic that Welch appreciates, especially 
for those who may find CyberStakes daunting. 

“The community surrounding the event, 
to include the ACI staff and competition 
participants, are extremely friendly and 
want you to succeed. You will learn a ton by 
playing,” he said.

The Army Cyber 
Institute at West 
P o i n t  h o s t e d 
i t s  f o u r t h  a n d 
largest All -Army 
CyberStakes from 
April 24-May 3. All-
Army CyberStakes 
i s  a  1 0 - d a y 
“Capture-the-Flag” 
style competition 
that tests individual 
cybersecurity skills 
and is open to all 
civilian and military 
U.S. government 
e m p l o y e e s ,  a s 
well as cadets and 
midshipmen from all 
service academies 
and ROTC. 
            Courtesy Graphic
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Submitted by the West Point Office of 
the Staff Judge Advocate

On May 1, the West Point Office of the 
Staff Judge Advocate and legal communities 
around the country celebrated the 59th 
annual “Law Day.” This year’s theme is 
“Your Vote, Your Voice, Our Democracy: 
The 19th Amendment at 100.” 

This  year ’s  theme commemorates 
the  centennia l  of  the  t ransformat ive 
constitutional amendment that guaranteed 
the right of citizens to vote would not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or 
any state on account of sex. American women 
fought for, and won, the vote through their 
voice and action.

The COVID-19 pandemic has certainly 
changed the usual celebration of Law Day 
in legal communities, but the current social 
distancing restrictions should not diminish 
the opportunity for all Americans to reflect 
upon the importance of the rule of law in 
our society. 

Law Day is an annual day of celebration 
designed to honor and highlight the rule of 
law. After the American Bar Association 
(ABA) President Charles S. Rhyne first 
conceived of a designated day to celebrate the 
American Legal System in 1957, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower declared May 1, 1958 
as the first annual Law Day. 

President Eisenhower’s proclamation 
emphasized “the principle of guaranteed 
fundamental rights of individuals under 
the law” as the “the heart and sinew of our 
Nation.” 

Three years later, Congress passed a 
Joint Resolution codifying May 1 as Law 
Day. Congress’ Joint Resolution further 
highlights how crucial the rule of law is to 
American society by describing Law Day 
as an opportunity for “re-dedication to the 
ideals of equality and justice under the law.” 

The rule of law is a vital part of the 
framework of the American legal system. 
The rule of law is the principle that equally 
applies the restrictions, and freedoms, of the 
law to all members of society, regardless of 
their standing. 

The rule of law protects all citizens 
from arbitrary enforcement of the law. 
This principle is why government officers 

Celebrating Law Day, citizens right to vote
pledge first to the Constitution of the 
United States,  and why United States 
Servicemembers similarly take an oath to 
defend the Constitution.  

The Founding Fathers exalted the rule of 
law and incorporated it into the American 
government by Thomas Jefferson’s famous 
words “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness.”  

From the earliest days of the American 
republic, the sanctity of law has been 
incorpora ted  in to  var ious  aspects  of 
American life, influencing American society 
and economy, and ultimately defining the 
freedoms and duties of American citizenship.  

To celebrate the many influences of 
the rule of law in American life, each year 
the ABA selects a theme for Law Day that 
focuses on a particular aspect of the rule 
of law. 

This year’s theme, “Your Vote, Your 
Voice, Our Democracy: The 19th Amendment 
at 100,” spotlights the 100th anniversary of 
the 19th Amendment and encourages all 
citizens to celebrate the impact of the 19th 
Amendment on American society and the 
fight for women’s suffrage.  

The 19th Amendment, ratified on Aug. 
20, 1920, reads: “The right of citizens of the 
United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State 
on account of sex.“  

Focusing on the  19th  Amendment 
celebrates the expansion of voting rights of 
American, without gender discrimination. 
Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
and Lucy Stone led the lengthy fight for 
women’s suffrage in America. 

These leaders invoked the principles of 
the American legal system, and American 
respect for the rule of law, to wage their 
battle for voting rights. Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton used Thomas Jefferson’s famous 
declaration—with one major edit, a demand 
for recognition of equality between men and 
women: “We hold these truths to be self-
evident; that all men and women are created 
equal; that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable Rights; that among 

On May 1, the West Point Office of the Staff Judge Advocate and legal 
communities around the country celebrated the 59th annual celebration of 
“Law Day.” This year’s theme is “Your Vote, Your Voice, Our Democracy: The 
19th Amendment at 100.”                      Courtesy Graphic 
these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of 
Happiness.”

Ultimately, the success of the rule of 

law relies upon the rights and obligations 
of all American citizens to fully engage in 
American democracy. The 19th Amendment 
protects these rights and obligations for 
Americans, regardless of gender.  Law Day 
2020, though its observation may be six-
plus feet apart, celebrates the critical role 
of American voting rights to the continued 
success of the rule of law in American 
society. 

( E d i t o r ’s  n o t e :  S o u rc e s :  “ 1 9 t h 
Amendment Centennial of Women’s Right to 
Vote,” American Bar Association; “Law Day 
2020,” American Bar Association; “Law 
Day Research Guide,” Library of Congress; 
Presidential Proclamation 3221 Law Day 
1958; Law Day, U.S.A., Public Law 87-20, 
75 Stat. 43, April 7, 1961, currently codified 
in 36 United States Code (USC) 113.)

G-8 created an outprocessing form to help with remote outprocessing
Submitted by USMA G-8

With the current status of the USMA G8 
teleworking and with Soldiers and civilians 
not coming into the G8 office, the G8 
created an outprocessing form to help with 
outprocessing the G8.  

Anyone that  departs  USMA must 
outprocess the G8 office. The reasons to 
ou-process are many—to ensure there are 
no travel debts, no open travel vouchers, to 
be detached from the Defense Travel System 

(DTS) and Government Travel Charge Card 
(GTCC) and other financial management 
systems handled by the G8.

With this form, available on the G8 
SharePoint site, there would be no need 
to come into the office, and outprocessing 
would be handled remotely.  

The individual filling out the form must 
ensure to complete it accurately, to help 
streamline the process. Once the individual 
completes the form, the G8 outprocessing 
team will be notified and will start working 

on the action.  
I f  the  team determines  there  are 

problems outprocessing, they will contact 
the individual and explain the situation.  

If all is good, the individual would be 
cleared from the G8 office.

To receive the form, visit https://
forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.
aspx?id=EYj_mRc1qUC_EEXqCjIfC-Dx
yQIEHdFNrAnKZtcmNL9UOFcyUlVT
RE5ROFdYT1YxMVpVVTBaVkYxTyQ
lQCN0PWcu.
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Movies canceled until further notice.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-
West-Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHANMOVIES at MAHAN

No events currently scheduled.

COVID-19: MWR facility 
and program updates

COMMUNITY FEATURED ITEM
West Point Tax Center closed and IRS extension

The West Point Tax Center is offi  cially closed. However, the IRS has extended the federal 
income tax fi ling and payment deadlines.

In response to the COVID-19 outbreak, the IRS is automatically extending the federal 
income tax fi ling and payment deadlines until July 15. 

This extensions applies to all taxpayers, including individuals, trusts and estates, 
corporations and other non-corporate tax fi lers as well as those who pay self-employment tax. 

Taxpayers do not need to fi le any additional forms or call the IRS to qualify for this 
automatic federal tax fi ling and payment relief.

Please note, the extension does not apply to state income tax fi lings or payments. Check 
with your state of residence for state income tax fi ling and payment deadlines. 

For more details, visit https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/tax-day-now-july-15-treasury-
irs-extend-fi ling-deadline-and-federal-tax-payments-regardless-of-amount-owed.

The following services remain OPEN (until further 
notice):

• Dog Parks—Please limit groups and cleanup after yourself.
• West Point Bowling Center—Open 11 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Monday through Sunday. Food 

delivery and pick up only.
• Round Pond Recreation Area—Permitted fi shing and passive recreation only, 9 a.m.-

5 p.m. daily. For West Point fi shing permits, create an online account at https://westpoint.
isportsman.net.

The following services are closed or cancelled (until 
further notice):

• MWR Administrative Offi  ces. 
• Army Community Service—Recommend using MilitaryOneSource.mil. 
• Arts & Crafts—Classes are cancelled. Virtual classes are available via the Arts & Crafts 

Facebook. 
• Auto Skills Center—Closed. Important note from New York State DMV: All N.Y. State  

motor vehicle inspections expiring after March 31 have been extended until further notice.
• BOSS.
• CYS (All programs)— All Youth Sports and Instructional programs for the Spring season 

are canceled. CYS staff  is currently refunding/giving household credits in accordance with 
IMCOM guidance.

• MWR Fitness Center.
• Intramural Sports.
• Leisure Travel.
• Morgan Farm—Staff  on-site to care for animals. All pet kenneling reservations canceled. 

Visit https://westpoint.armymwr.com/covid19 for further updates. 
•  Outdoor Recreation—All reservations currently canceled. The Bull Pond lottery 

reservation is postponed until further notice.
• Special Events:
 ◦ Doggie Dash 3k/5k is postponed, new date TBD.
• Tronsrue Marksmanship Center—Closed, all classes are cancelled.
• West Point Club:
 ◦ Dinner-To-Go is closed.
 ◦ All events and personal reservations canceled through today.
• West Point Golf Course.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
LRC CIF appointments for retiring, ETSing military personnel

Due to COVID-19, all military personnel who will be retiring or ETSing and require 
clearing through the Logistics Readiness Center West Point Central Issue Facility (CIF) will 
be required to make an appointment by phone.  

To make an appointment, call 845-938-4562 or 845-938-1835.

West Point Commissary face mask coverings
The West Point Commissary continues with its mission of serving Soldiers, family members 

and veterans during the many challenges brought on by the need for social distancing amidst 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Among the measures, employees are following the CDC recommendations on wearing 
face masks, and the Defense Commissary Agency recently mandated that all customers will 
be required to wear a face covering as well. Customers will not be allowed in the commissary 
without a face mask.

As an added precaution during the COVID-19 pandemic, the commissary will discontinue 
the use of reusable bags at the registers. This action is being taken with your health and safety 
in mind.

Logistics Readiness Center message
We regret to inform the community that the SMURF buses are indefi nitely suspended due 

to lack of drivers.  
The Transportation and Maintenance Division will continue to provide a bus for handicapped 

patrons from 7 a.m.-6 p.m. To call for that service, call 938-4468 or 938-2018.  
The taxi service was suspended at the beginning of the current COVID-19 crisis in an eff ort 

to mitigate the spread of the virus. We regret any inconvenience this may cause.  

Legal Assistance Offi  ce information
Have a legal question? For example, are you wondering how you can legally terminate 

or extend a lease?
• Contact the West Point Legal Assistance Offi  ce. The Legal Assistance Offi  ce’s physical 

location is closed in response to COVID-19.
• Limited services are available by calling 845-938-4541.
• Leave a voicemail with your name, phone number and brief message describing your 

situation. You may also email marilyn.shenton@westpoint.edu for assistance. Messages are 
reviewed every two hours during normal business hours. Please allow one duty day before 
calling again.

RiverFest canceled
Cornwall-on-Hudson’s RiverFest committee is disappointed to announce that RiverFest 

will not happen this year due to the coronavirus pandemic. Following discussion and a virtual 
meeting, the RiverFest committee decided that current trends and social distancing guidelines 
will not allow for the gathering to go forward as scheduled June 7 at Donahue Park in Cornwall-
on-Hudson.

RiverFest, a celebration of the Hudson River and scenic Donahue Park held the fi rst weekend 
in June, has been a Hudson Valley tradition for more than 20 years. 

“We are disappointed that we cannot hold the festival, but look forward to bringing it back, 
better than ever, in 2021,” said festival chair and co-founder, Wynn Gold.  

For details, contact Wynn Gold at 914-475-2582
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USMA PAO continues to provide the www.westpoint.edu/coronavirus USMA PAO continues to provide the www.westpoint.edu/coronavirus 
page and has released coordinated external messages on USMA social page and has released coordinated external messages on USMA social 
media platforms.media platforms.

For more information, contact the West Point Public Affairs Office at For more information, contact the West Point Public Affairs Office at 
paoinformation@westpoint.edu. paoinformation@westpoint.edu. 

West Point Coronavirus information updates
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Cadets, coaches celebrated during virtual Coach K Award ceremony
SPortSSPortS

By Eric S. Bartelt
PV Managing Editor

Duke University men’s basketball head 
coach Mike Krzyzewski made a quip at the 
end of his speech as there was the sound of 
one person clapping in the background. His 
ears piqued to the subtle noise and he quickly 
responded with a crooked smirk, “Was that a 
standing ovation? I am assuming (it was) … 
ego wise, I needed that.” 

Under normal circumstances, that notion 
may have appeared awkward, however, the 
14th annual Coach Mike Krzyzewski Teaching 
Character Through Sport Award ceremony did 
not take place under the usual conditions. This 
year’s ceremony, due to COVID-19, occurred 
virtually April 30 to celebrate the awardees 
and finalists of the Coach K Awards without 
the usual setting of a packed-house of cadets, 
staff and faculty in the Cadet Mess.

“It is an honor to be doing this (virtually),” 
Krzyzewski said from his office at Duke 
University of the leaders’ roundtable and formal 
awards ceremony. “It is very impressive, really. 
I’ve enjoyed the last hour answering questions 
and interacting with everyone … I know you 
all wish we were in the dining hall doing this, 
but this is still very impressive.”

The award, which honors the namesake 
and distinguished graduate of the U.S. 
Military Academy Class of 1969, recognizes 
cadet athletes, coaches and sport educators. 
Awardees are recognized for their commitment 
to the development of noble character through 
athletic participation and leadership while 
living and leading honorably and demonstrating 
excellence. 

“The award recognizes cadets who 
exemplify the Army values of loyalty, duty, 
respect, selfless service, honor, integrity and 
personal courage both on and off the fields 
of friendly strife,” said Col. Nicholas Gist, 
the director of the Department of Physical 
Education. “The award also recognizes 
coaches, officers-in-charge and sport educators 
who are exceptional leaders who exemplify 
these Army values by educating, training and 
inspiring our teams and athletes every day.”

The selection process started March 20 
when the nominations were submitted for the 
award, Gist said. Then the screening of the 
nominees continued through late March into 
early April before two athletes and coaches 
in each of the three categories—Corps Squad, 
Competitive Club and Company Athletics—
were named finalists. Afterward, finalists were 
notified, interviews were conducted and then 
winners were selected by April 8.

This year’s recipients of the Coach Mike 
Krzyzewski Teaching Character Through 
Sport Award were Class of 2020 Cadets Calli 
McMullen (Corps Squad/women’s track and 
field), Adaya Queen (Competitive Club/boxing) 
and Michael Peoples (Company Athletics/B-1 
soccer). The coach and sport educator awardees 
were Jim Poling (Corps Squad/men’s tennis), 
Pete Hanlon (Competitive Club/women’s team 
handball) and Maj. Tyler Inman (Foundations 
of Fitness/DPE). Also recognized were the 
finalists in each category to include Class 

of 2021 Cadet Christopher Bang and Class 
of 2020 Cadets Ansley Davenport and Sam 
Sullivan, and coaches and sport educators Maj. 
Eric Ruff, Maj. Sarah Ferreira and Mike Viti.

Krzyzewski recognized each of the award 
recipients and finalists while speaking about 
the importance of being an athlete no matter 
what level you play at.

“I truly believe … one of the great things 
about my alma mater is that they believe every 
cadet is an athlete and being an athlete is part 
of your educational process,” Krzyzewski said. 
“Whether it be at the company level, club level 
or corps squad level, the lessons are the same. 

“For this award to honor players and 
coaches on all three levels is indictive of not 
just every cadet an athlete, but every level of 
performance. Whether there is a big crowd in 
the stands or not, it’s important because of what 
that individual and what that team is doing,” 
he added. “Congratulations to all the finalists.”

The 73-year-old coach of five NCAA 
national championships at Duke, three Olympic 
Gold Medals as head coach of the USA men’s 
basketball team and the winningest coach in 
NCAA history (1,157 wins) touched on some 
aspects of being a good leader. One aspect he 
expressed was from one of his former players 
at Army, where he was head coach from 1975-
80, the recently retired Gen. Bob Brown, who 
always talked about the concept of an agile 
leader.

“The agile leader is really important in 
today’s environment and a leader who is going 
to listen and get a feel for the environment of 

his or her team,” Krzyzewski said. “I think 
listening is always a big characteristic that a 
leader needs to have and right now it’s even 
more important. The mission of the academy is 
to produce servants for our country—whether 
they are in the military or in civilian life—for 
life.

“We all take that oath and we’re all brothers 
and sisters as a result of that oath,” he added. 
“Thank goodness because it has served our 
country very well.”

Krzyzewski finished his speech with an 
old-school poem from a letter his mom sent 
many years prior about everybody, somebody, 
anybody and nobody. The point of the poem, 
he said, is anybody can be somebody and not 
just assume roles and assume someone else is 
going to do the job or task at hand.

“If you are a great unit, it’s everybody’s 
job,” Krzyzewski said. “In every great unit, 
anybody has a chance to be somebody.”

 Gist concurred with the sentiments as 
a moment that leaped out at him during the 
ceremony.

“Anybody can be somebody,” Gist said. 
“This is a relevant and poignant reminder that 
everyone can be a role model, set the standard 
and be a leader of character.”

Gist felt the most noteworthy part of the 
evening was Coach K’s presence and his 
demonstration of being available despite the 
obstacles of the evening.

“He embodies 100% commitment to 
being a leader of character,” Gist said. “He 
often talks about evolving and adjusting to 

the new generations of athletes he coaches, 
but he always remains fully committed to his 
program’s values.”

The awardees, their thoughts on 
being recognized, what character means 
to them and their most memorable part 
of the night 

PV: What does it mean to you to be 
recognized as a Coach Mike Krzyzewski 
Teaching Character Through Sport Award 
recipient?

Jim Poling: “I am quite honored to be 
nominated for this special award and was 
humbled and surprised to receive it.”

Pete Hanlon: “I’m fully committed to 
helping our cadets develop into the best future 
leaders that they can be. One of the most 
effective methods of doing that is through 
sports. So, to be honored by this award 
reinforces the whole reason I’ve been at West 
Point for the past 20 years.”

Calli McMullen: “This award is the 
culmination of hard work of not only myself, 
but also the hard work that my coaches, 
teammates and mentors have invested in 
me. This award is a humble reminder of the 
importance of leading through mentorship.”

Michael Peoples: “It means a great deal. 
I don’t consider myself much of an athlete, 
but I really enjoyed coaching soccer and our 

See COACH K AWARDS, PAGE 13

The 14th annual Coach Mike Krzyzewski Teaching Character Through Sport Award ceremony did not take place under 
the usual conditions. This year’s ceremony, due to COVID-19, occurred virtually April 30 to celebrate the awardees and 
finalists of the Coach K Awards without the usual setting of a packed-house of cadets, staff and faculty in the Cadet 
Mess. Krzyzewski (above) spoke from his office at Duke University.          Photo by Eric S. Bartelt/PV
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COACH K AWARDS, cont’d from Page 12
entire team really gave its all both years that 
we won the championship. It feels good to be 
recognized for our performance, and I really 
do feel like I’m receiving this award on behalf 
of my entire team.”

Adaya Queen: “To be honored … means 
that I have succeeded in inculcating some 
of the values and lessons imparted to me by 
phenomenal leaders and role models in my life. 
Earning the Coach K Award is a testament to 
the individuals who I surround myself with. I 
understand that this honor is in large part due 
to the support from my boxing family.”

PV: What is the importance of being 
committed to a high standard of character 
signify to you?

Jim Poling: “Our job at West Point is all 
about teaching our cadets to be leaders of 
character. Being a D-1 tennis player, the light 
shines solely on you during your match. You 
have to make your own calls and you have 
to show excellent sportsmanship. We expect 
our players to adhere to the highest level of 
sportsmanship because they are not playing 
for just themselves, but our team, West Point 
and the U.S. Army.”

Pete Hanlon: “We build our team values 
around being a family that fully supports each 

other. Teammates will always support each 
other in any way possible, on or off the court. 
Cadets are challenged to hold to that standard 
as part of the team.”

 
Calli McMullen: “My job as a cadet-

athlete has been to encourage and mentor other 
cadet-athletes to achieve their purpose at the 
academy. I’ve learned that the best teams are 
the ones that are led and mentored by people 
who uphold the very standards that they expect 
their teams to live by.”

Michael Peoples: “Without character, 
victories in any context aren’t real victories. 
Cheating or sacrificing your honor to get to a 
goal makes the achievement feel hollow. Sports 
are a great opportunity for future leaders like 
us to realize that a dishonorable victory isn’t 
a real victory at all.”

Adaya Queen: “The importance of being 
committed to a high standard of character 
is crucial to building credible and authentic 
teams. Having a high standard of character 
ensures that your opponents are competing 
with a team that has integrity and sets a 
precedence for the behavior and expectations 
for future members of your team.”

PV: What was the most memorable part 

of the evening for you?
Jim Poling: “It was definitely meeting 

Coach K virtually and hearing his perspective 
on coaching and leading. I loved the Michael 
Jordan story (Coach K) told. It showed me how 
humble Coach K is. I liked how he analyzed 
the situation both from his perspective and 
Jordan’s. It was a great story of Michael Jordan 
welcoming Coach K to the big game.”

Pete Hanlon: “I was actually able to 
converse with Coach K and have a discussion 
about growing teams and loving teammates. 
It was encouraging to see someone that 
successful who attributes that success to his 
dedication to loving his players.”

Calli McMullen: “(It) was being in 
everyone’s presence. During a time, such 
as this, communicating and finding ways 
to connect with others is crucial to remind 
ourselves of the humanity we must still possess 
within ourselves. Thus, being able to speak 
with Coach K and being able to see all the other 
finalists on screen was really special.”

Michael Peoples: “Getting to ask Coach 
K a question and listen to him answer some 
very nuanced questions from others was a 
great experience … it was great to get his 
perspective on some truly important issues. 

Coach K’s remarks regarding the importance 
of West Point in his own life and career really 
left an impression … someone like Coach K 
still maintaining a connection to West Point and 
praising it just shows that it’s worth it (being 
here) in the end.”

Adaya Queen: “My biggest takeaway 
from Coach K’s speech is that we all have a 
responsibility to execute. Instead of expecting 
other people to make decisions and complete 
tasks, it is my responsibility to act to ensure 
that the task isn’t left undone. (Also), meeting 
with Coach K and listening to him detail 
his experiences and lessons learned over his 
leadership career was an awesome experience. 
He is very humble, authentic and humorous.”

Final words
One of the big concepts Gist said he 

wanted to reflect on as a part of the award 
is how individuals do more than win games. 
They model honorable living, they earn the 
respect and trust of their teammates and make 
a profound positive impact on them as athletes 
and leaders.

“All nominees, finalists and winners truly 
demonstrate what right looks like,” Gist 
concluded. “We are inspired by their words and 
actions, and we are proud to serve alongside 
each of them.”

THE AWARDEES

Jim Poling, Corps Squad/men’s tennis 
Pete Hanlon, Competitive Club/women’s 
team handball 

Class of 2020 Cadet Calli McMullen, Corps 
Squad/women’s track and fieldClass of  2020 Cadet Adaya Queen, 

Competitive Club/boxing

C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 0 
C a d e t  M i c h a e l 
Peoples, Company 
Athletics/B-1 soccer

Maj. Tyler Inman, 
F o u n d a t i o n s  o f 
Fitness/DPECourtesy Photos
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Senior forward Dominic Franco of the Army West Point hockey team has been off ered a one-year contract within the Buff alo Sabres organization through their 
American Hockey League affi  liate, the Rochester Americans, announced April 28.                  Graphic by Army Athletic Communications

Franco receives off er to continue hockey career
By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

Senior forward Dominic Franco of the Army West Point 
hockey team has been off ered a one-year contract within the 
Buff alo Sabres organization through their American Hockey 
League affi  liate, the Rochester Americans, announced April 28. 

He is the fi rst hockey player to receive an off er in the sport 
of hockey since the secretary of defense endorsed a policy in 
November making it possible for exceptionally talented athletes 
who have graduated from a military service academy to pursue 
employment as professional sports athletes following graduation.  
Once approved, he will be permitted to delay his commissioning 
and subsequent service obligation to pursue employment as a 
professional sports athlete.

“We are extremely proud of Dom,” said Mike Buddie, 
director of Athletics, Army West Point. “He has earned this 
opportunity through his hard work and determination while 

representing the Corps of Cadets on the ice. After spending 47 
months training to serve our country, I am thrilled for Dom to 
have this opportunity to continue his hockey career, and I am 
convinced this will only make him a better offi  cer when that 
time comes.”

A 2019-20 alternate captain, Franco recently completed his 
senior season for Army as the leading scorer for the third-straight 
year. A four-year starter, Franco garnered Atlantic Hockey All-
Conference Second Team honors this past season and was named 
to the All-Rookie Team in his fi rst season. 

The Portsmouth, Rhode Island, native has posted a team-
leading 22 multi-point games including seven multi-assist 
performances and four multi-goal contests. Franco has recorded 
double-digit goals in the last three seasons.

“We are very excited about the opportunity the Buff alo 
Sabres organization has given Dom,” said head coach Brian 
Riley. “He has had a great four years here at West Point and there 
is no doubt that we are going to miss him. On the ice, Dom is 

one of those players who has the ability to take over of a game 
because of his skill and size. Most importantly,he has represented 
this program and this academy in a way that has made all of us 
proud. We look forward to watching him play at the professional 
level and we wish him much success.”

The graduates of each of the military service academies are 
obligated to serve in the armed forces for a minimum fi ve years 
as commissioned offi  cers immediately following graduation. The 
provision signed into policy in November allows the secretary 
to off er select athletes the opportunity to serve as enlisted 
members in the individual ready reserve of the armed forces 
while employed as professional athletes until such a time as the 
secretary tenders their appointment as commissioned offi  cers in 
a military service.  

The mission of the Army West Point Athletic Association is 
to provide an extraordinary Division I athletic experience that 
develops leaders of character committed to the values of duty, 
honor and country.
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Women’s tennis senior Gloria Son.                Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By Senior Gloria Son
Women’s Tennis

I am shaking.  
I am nervous.  
I take a sip of water, trying to quench my 

dry throat.
The air in Lichtenberg Tennis Center is 

warm and quiet—too heavy for my current 
anxiety-ridden mind.

The people in the crowd intently stare at 
me and Kirby as if we are two rare species in 
a zoo. I can tell they are trying to send us good 
energy, or maybe even bad karma. The handful 
of parents who are still so inclined to watch their 
kids play in college are watching with critique 
and angst as they’ve done for so many years. 
Half of them are sporting Navy gear while the 
other half are rocking Army—quite literally a 
painting of black, gold, white, and blue. Out 
of the corner of my eyes I see Kirby’s parents, 
mostly her mom, Mrs. Einck. She has the look 
of the cliché “tennis parent,” standing ever-so 
confi dently and proudly above the courts yet 
sporting a hint of the nervous jitters watching 
her daughter play an important match. Everyone 
is too tense, so I look away. In the moment, my 
mind is sharp, but my body seems eternities 
away. My racquet feels heavy too. At the bench, 
Coach M’s voice is distant. She’s telling us to: 
“…hit it to their backhand…Glo, you need to 
step in and stick your volley…the darker hair is 
the weaker player… Kirby serve to… .”

The umpire calls: “TIME!”
I snap back and look Coach in her 

eyes. Despite not hearing a word she said, I 
knew exactly what she wanted us to do. In the 
end, it’s just a game, right? It’s just tennis? I 
fl ash a nod, trying to muster up a quick “OK, 
coach” but instead, I am forced to swallow the 
saliva-build up in my mouth. Kirby and I bump 
one last fi st pump with Coach M as we quickly 
scurry away from the player’s bench onto our 
side of the court. I remembered my younger 
years, loving the spotlight and hoping everyone 
would watch me play. But in this moment, I felt 
like throwing up instead. This was an important 
match and I didn’t want to let my coaches and 
my team down. And most of all, I didn’t want 
to let my doubles partner, Kirby, down. 

It was our annual Army-Navy Star Match 
and Kirby and I were stuck in a seven-point 
tie-breaker for the doubles clinch point. A few 
of our coaches and the rest of our teammates 
were standing in a straight line on the court to 
our right, while Navy’s team stood on the court 
to our left. The umpire seated himself high up 
in his powerful referee throne near the net while 
the crowd stood immediately behind Kirby and 
I in the viewing area up top. It was so quiet 
inside the tennis center that you could hear 
the bouncing of the ball before each serve and 
the high-pitched squeak of tennis shoe rubber 

catching on the court during each movement. 
Knowing my teammates, they were defi nitely 

holding their breath. All the other doubles 
matches fi nished and our match at No. 2 doubles 
was the only one left. After every winning point, 
the energy and thunderous roar from Army fans 
could have been mistaken for young teenagers 
raving at a concert. It was electrifying. This 
wasn’t Kirby’s fi rst rodeo—as a sophomore, 
she knew exactly what to expect and she was 
hungry for this win against Navy. While I on the 
other hand, was experiencing this rivalry for the 
fi rst time. However, the will and the desire to 
win is all too familiar for my competitive spirit. 
The environment may always change, but the 
sensation of winning and losing never will.

Finally, in the last few points of the match, 
Kirby and I found ourselves ahead by one point 
in the tie-breaker. The ball came low and short 
to my backhand. Feeling so inclined to leave 
a lasting impression as a young freshman, I 
swung low and hard, aiming between the two 
Navy girls. I distinctly remember using the same 
footwork pattern that I have been taught as a 
child—the motion that came almost robotically 
to me. In the back of my mind, Coach Peck’s 
voice played like a tape recorder stuck on 
repeat: “down the middle, solves the riddle…
down the middle, solves the riddle.” The ball 
that I hit hovered so close to the top of the net 
but somehow, luck was on my side. It zoomed 
straight past our awe-struck opponents.  And just 
like that, the momentum was on our side for the 
rest of the tie-breaker and we won match point! 

This is when I realized that tennis truly is a 
sport for the adrenaline junky.

The energy from our team and the praise 
from the crowd felt like a drug. Kirby and I did 
it. This was what competing and winning felt 
like. Except this win surpassed any other win 
in my career because we won under the name 
Army, and we had something to win for—our 
team.

This is one of the many memories that I will 
cherish forever. It not only paints my passion 
and love for competition and for the sport, but 
it also illustrates the importance of my team. So 
cheers!

To tennis:
Never once in these long years did I see 

myself without a tennis racquet in my left hand 
and a fuzzy yellow tennis ball in my right. To 
some, putting the two together might seem 
diffi  cult, but to me, it felt fl uid. At 8 years old, 
I knew I wanted to follow in my brother’s 
footsteps and become a tennis star. Growing 
up, I was a quiet and shy young girl but this 
sport gave me the fi re and competitive spirit 
I needed to develop my confi dence. I sported 
sock tans up to the little bones on my ankles 
and fl ashed silly tank top tan lines that ran in 
every direction across my back. I established 
a burning passion for the sport and became 

both fearless and eager. I witnessed my peers 
competing for championship titles as if their 
life was on the line and their parents sat on the 
side of the court full of judgement and critique 
of their performance. To say my own father 
wasn’t doing the same would be a lie. To most, 
tennis may seem like a country club sport—one 
that only “gentlemen” play. But to my brothers 
and sisters who chose to play a sport that forces 
you to fi ght for nobody else but yourself… to 
those who understand that love means nothing, 
but rather, grit and fi re is what it takes to work 
towards college recruitment or even further… 
and to those who understand what it means to 
set goals and to chase dreams… it is more than 
just a job. It is a passion.

For 14 years I knew how to carry myself 
with confi dence and pride onto a court. And 
throughout these years, this sport has taught 
me how to carry myself with dignity and grace 
off  the court.

To my team:
Coach Peck, Coach Martha, and Coach 

Alexis, you all were the bright light to my 
mundane, daily life as a cadet. Your support 
and encouragement are endless. The care you 
give for the girls and myself is what keeps our 
team’s bedrock strong. Thank you for being the 
motivation and the fi re to keep us fi ghting both 
on and off  the court! 

Throughout the past 14 years of my tennis 
career I celebrated my own wins and berated 
myself over my own losses. More often than not, 

the outcome did not matter because the “who” 
I played for remained the same. Therefore, 
starting off  my collegiate career beating Navy for 
our annual Army-Navy Star Match is a memory 
I will forever cherish because it is a moment that 
I realized this journey is far more meaningful 
with a team. I may have carried the same fi re 
and burn for this sport as my childhood years, 
but the “who” I played for changed drastically 
because of you all! I am beyond grateful to have 
the responsibilities of a team captain and the 
privilege of being your teammate. The lessons 
I have learned being an upperclassman leader 
on this team are ones I will forever cherish and 
carry with me beyond the academy. You all 
taught me that as a leader, there is always more 
to learn than what you can provide. Thank you 
for always inspiring me to be better. You all 
are the heart and soul of Army Tennis and I am 
proud to be a part of this legacy. Although my 
tennis career may have ended unexpectedly, 
my fervor for the sport remains the same. Just 
like you, I will always stay hungry for another 
victory against Navy and our will to defend our 
Patriot-League Championship title. Yes, people 
come and go in our lives, but the Army family 
will never fade. I may have started this journey 
with tennis on my own, but I am beyond grateful 
to fi nish it with you, my team and family. Here 
we gooooo Black!

            Until we hit again,
           Glo


