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USMA PAO has launched USMA PAO has launched 
the www.westpoint.edu/the www.westpoint.edu/
co ronav i r u s  page  and co ronav i r u s  page  and 
released coordinated external released coordinated external 
messages on USMA Facebook messages on USMA Facebook 
and Twitter pages.and Twitter pages.

For more information, contact For more information, contact 
the West Point Public Affairs the West Point Public Affairs 
Office at paoinformation@Office at paoinformation@
westpoint.edu. westpoint.edu. 

Go to Keller Corner on page Go to Keller Corner on page 
3 and the COVID-19 town hall 3 and the COVID-19 town hall 
story on page 4 for updated story on page 4 for updated 
information.information.

All installation gyms, which All installation gyms, which 
includes Arvin Cadet Physical includes Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center, MWR Development Center, MWR 
Fitness Center and USMAPS Fitness Center and USMAPS 
Gym, will be closed until Gym, will be closed until 
further notice.further notice.
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Keller Corner: Update on Coronavirus
 POINTIN FOCUS: CORONAVIRUS 2019 UPDATE

KKeller CCorner
KACH has flu vaccines

Keller Army Community Hospital has its 
full allotment of pediatric flu vaccine (6-35 
months) and adult flu vaccine (36 months 
-adult) and is vaccinating the West Point 
community and its beneficiaries.

Flu vaccines will be accepted on a walk-
in basis in the Primary Care Department, 
from 8-11:30 a.m. and 1-3:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, with the exception of the 
second Thursday of the month when walk-
ins will only be accepted from 8-11:30 a.m.

The number of cases of influenza in 
New York continues to be considered 
prevalent, according to New York State 
Health Commissioner Dr. Howard Zucker. 

Getting vaccinated remains the best way 
for all New Yorkers to protect against the flu.

KACH to provide individual nutrition 
appointments

The Nutrition Care Division at Keller 
Army Community Hospital welcomes Capt. 
Emily Hege, MS, RD, LDN.

Individual nutrition appointments are 
now available. Nutrition counseling is 
available for a variety of conditions including 
weight loss or gain, diabetes, hypertension, 
hyperlipidemia, failure to thrive (lack of 
adequate growth in children), general healthy 
diet education, basic sports nutrition, food 
allergies, chronic GI conditions (such as 
Crohn’s disease, IBD, celiac disease), general 
nutrition concerns and more. 

If you would like to book an appointment 
with the nutritionist, contact the Keller 
Appointment Center at 845-938-7992 or 
800-552-2907. 

Wanted: Greater West Point-area 
runners for a research study 

Researchers at Keller Army Community 
Hospital are looking for greater West Point-
area runners to participate in a study testing a 
wearable shoelace pod for its ability to predict 
running-related injury risk.

The project is called, “START: Simple 
Technology Analyzing Running Technique 
in DOD Beneficiaries.” 

Participants will be asked to wear a 
lightweight (13 grams) shoelace pod for six 
weeks of physical training and running.

To be included you must:
• Be a DOD beneficiary (active duty, 

cadet, or family member). 
• Be between the ages of 18-50.
• Run at least six miles per week.
You cannot participate if you are currently 

on running restrictions or have a history of a 
pregnancy in the last six months.

You will need to come in for three 
sessions totaling approximately two hours of 
study participation. 

After the study, participants are entitled 

to a free wearable shoelace pod along with 
directions of use for how to track running 
form, mileage, cadence and foot strike 
pattern.

For more details or to be a part of the 
study, contact Col. Michael Crowell at 845- 
938-3067, or email runwestpoint@gmail.
com. 

 
JOES lets KACH know how it is doing

Did you receive a Joint Outpatient 
Experience Survey (JOES) in the mail 
after your visit to Keller Army Community 
Hospital? If so, let us know how we did.

JOES has replaced the Army Provider 
Level Satisfaction Survey. 

JOES will combine and standardize 
long-standing methods used by the Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Defense Health Agency/
National Capital Region to learn about 
beneficiary health care experiences with the 
goal of making them better. 

This single outpatient-visit based 
instrument will assist military treatment 
facilities with their goal of becoming a high 
reliability organization.

Keller requests that you don’t forget to 
fill out the survey if you receive it in the mail. 

KACH Pharmacy OTC Program ended
The Keller Army Community Hospital 

Pharmacy is no longer offering self-care 
over-the-counter medications. This means 
OTC medications will only be available with 
a prescription.

Patients with a prescription written by a 
provider (MTF provider or outside provider) 
will still be able to have those prescriptions 
filled. Patients without a prescription for OTC 
medications will have to purchase them on 
the economy. 

This change does not apply to U.S. Military 
Academy cadets or U.S. Military Academy 
Preparatory School cadet candidates.

Substance Use Disorder Clinic open
The KACH’s Substance Use Disorder 

Clinic Care (SUDCC) is open to cadets, active 
duty service members and beneficiaries who 
are interested in seeking help independently.  

The clinic provides substance use disorder 
clinical care including assessment, education, 
treatment, rehabilitation and aftercare for 
cadets, active duty members and other 
beneficiaries. 

Seeking education and treatment 
independently does not require command 
involvement or an official enrollment into 
the program. Services are also offered for 
nicotine, tobacco and vaping products

The SUDCC is located in Building 656. 
You can schedule an appointment in person 
from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday or call 
845-938-7691.

By Robert Lanier
Keller Army Communiyt Hospital Public 
Affairs Specialist

As most of you are aware, the World 
Health Organization declared a public 
health emergency (PHE) for the 2019 novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak on Jan. 
30. Subsequently, our national, state and local 
community leaders announced a PHE as the 
virus continued to spread across the United 
States. 

Although there are no known cases of 
COVID-19 on West Point, there are currently 
18 confirmed cases in Orange County and 
confirmed cases in neighboring counties. 

The Keller staff has been working diligently 
with the U.S. Military Academy, U.S. Army 
Garrison West Point, West Point Public 
Health and the Orange County Public Health 
Department on a local COVID-19 response. 
Keller’s Emergency Operations Center is 
activated in an effort to implement measures 
to protect the community and our hospital 
employees.

Important information for Keller 
beneficiaries and the West Point 
community:

All appointments remain as scheduled. If 
you are sick and have a scheduled appointment, 
please ‘stay home’ and call the appointment line 
to re-schedule your appointment.

Beneficiaries will be pre-screened, by 

the appointment center, when they call for 
an appointment. If identified as high-risk, the 
beneficiary will be directed to stay at home. A 
Keller Public Health Nurse will contact them 
and provide further instructions.

High-risk patients will be screened outside 
of Keller’s emergency room’s side entrance.

There are signs posted at every Keller 
entrance directing high-risk patients not to enter 
the hospital and report to the screening station 
located at the side entrance of the emergency 
room.

Anyone entering the Keller dining facility 
will be required to use hand sanitizer before 
entering.

All clinics and the pharmacy are enforcing 
social distancing by limiting seating options 
to a 6-foot radius. In addition, the first floor 
conference room is now designated as the 
laboratory and pharmacy waiting area for 
patients with upper respiratory illnesses. 

If you have questions about the Coronavirus, 
you can call the Army Medical Command 
COVID-19 hotline at 1-800-984-8523. This 
line is staffed 24 hours/day, 7 days/week by 
a representative who can answer COVID-19 
questions. 

Updates from Keller will be posted on 
the Keller Facebook page, the U.S. Military 
Academy’s Coronavirus Guidance page at  
https://www.westpoint.edu/coronavirus, and 
cross-posted on West Point-oriented Facebook 
pages. 
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By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

U.S. Army Garrison West Point leadership 
held the first in a series of virtual town halls 
Tuesday evening to update the West Point 
community on the response to COVID-19. 

There are currently no confirmed cases on 
West Point, but the garrison and Keller Army 
Community Hospital has taken proactive 
measures to protect the community. Garrison 
Commander Col. Cecil Marson said they have 
been in contact with Army bases in Korea and 
Italy and have worked to build West Point’s 
protective measures based on their guidance 
and handbooks.

“What we’re asking you to do is to follow 
these measures of social distancing, and 
reducing communal settings and taking the 
force health protection measures so that we can 
flatten the epidemiological curve and reduce 
the number of cases holistically,” said Lt. Col. 
Michael Greifenstein, chief of the West Point 

Garrison leadership hosts COVID-19 town hall
 POINTIN FOCUS: TOWN HALL ON COVID-19

Department of Public Health. “We need to 
monitor the number of cases because our local 
hospitals and our medical care facilities can 
only see so many patients at a time.”

The U.S. Military Academy announced 
Friday it would be delaying the return of the 
Corps of Cadets from spring break until at least 
March 29. That announcement was followed 
by the closing of the West Point Museum and 
Visitors Center and new restrictions on who 
can enter post.

West Point Garrison has also followed the  
Department of Defense Education Activity 
guidance and closed West Point schools 
indefinitely with plans to transition to online 
learning. The post’s Child Development Centers 
were closed Monday evening after leadership 
learned an employee who had been in contact 
with a COVID-19 patient then worked at the 
centers on multiple occasions afterward. 

The West Point Commissary and Exchange 
have also taken additional precautions to protect 
the community. West Point firefighters have 

been stationed at the entrances to manage the 
crowds and limit admittance to 50 shoppers 
at a time. 

The commissary is also working to sanitize 
surfaces throughout the store and reduce contact 
between employees and shoppers. Purchase 
limits have been implemented on goods such 
as paper and cleaning products, as well as eggs, 
chicken and water. Marson announced they 
are working to put a system in place to allow 
sponsors to shop for families in quarantine by 
increasing their purchase limits.

“I’m going to sign a piece of paper for every 
one of those sponsors so you can increase your 
shelf limit to make sure that you can account 
for your families and friends that you’re taking 
care of that are currently being quarantined,” 
Marson said. “We are working on it right now 
and we’ll have a solution on the street very 
soon.”

Keller has also implemented new screening 
processes for patients who have symptoms of 
COVID-19 or think they may have come in 

contact. 
Keller Commander Col. Brett H. Venable 

said if you think you have symptoms, do not 
come to the hospital. Instead, call the nurse 
advice line at 1-800-TRICARE and select 
option 1 to speak to a nurse and receive further 
guidance. More details about the measures 
being implemented at the hospital can be found 
on page 3 along with Keller Corner. 

Marson concluded, “The number one 
thing that I am currently focused on right now 
is the protection of you and your families 
and everybody that works here. We’ve got to 
maintain our social distancing. We’ve got to 
take extra disciplined precautionary procedures 
to take care of each other.”

The most up to date information about 
closures, cancellations and West Point’s 
response can be found at WestPoint.edu/
Coronavirus. 

The full town hall and future ones can 
be found on the West Point Garrison and 
Community Facebook page and YouTube.

(From left to right) Lt. Col. Michael Greifenstein, chief of West Point Department of Public Health; Col. Cecil Marson, West Point garrison commander; and 
Col. Brett H. Venable, Keller commander, speak during the first in a series of virtual town halls Tuesday evening to update the West Point community on the 
response to COVID-19.                            Facebook Live Screenshot
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Plebes enjoy respite with parents, family members

Plebes march before family members during the Plebe-Parent Weekend pass and review March 7 at West Point. 
                             Photo by Matthew Moeller/USMA PAO

By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

Hanging from the poop deck in the mess 
hall, the U.S. Military Academy Class of 
2023’s crest was covered by a black shroud. 

The class’ motto “Freedom is not free” 
was revealed at the end of Cadet Basic 
Training in August and now it was time to 
unveil the crest. The image will be something 
the members of the class carry with them for 
the rest of their lives and it will one day be 
engraved on one side of the ring the cadets 
receive on Ring Weekend to start their firstie 
year. For many of them, this moment at the 
Plebe-Parent Weekend banquet March 7 was 
the first time they saw it. 

Members of the class started working 
on the crests’ design in October with 
representatives from each company coming 
together to pitch ideas. Three companies were 
then chosen to create mock-ups before one 
was placed in charge of designing the crest.

The design of the crest with the bald 
eagle at the top holding the class motto, oak 
and olive leaves, and both a cadet and officer 
saber honor those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice in defense of the nation as well as 
the commitment the Class of 2023 has made, 
according to Class of 2023 Ring and Crest 
Chair Cadet Jordyn Kenkel.

The crest pays tribute to the Class of 1973, 
this class’ 50-year affiliate class, by using 
similar fonts to the ‘73 crest. The eagle also 
has three talons on each claw and is holding 
a broken chain with seven links on each side 
to represent ‘73. The chain represents the link 
between the members of the Class of 2023 as 
well as the class’ link to the ’73 class. The 
chain is broken to represent the future officer’s 

fight against tyranny, according to Kenkel.
The unveiling of the crest took place during 

the annual banquet at the conclusion of Plebe-
Parent Weekend. The event also included a 

speech by retired Gen. Raymond A. Thomas 
III, Class of 1980, the former commander of 
United States Special Operations Command.

He spoke to the cadets and their families 

about his career in the Army and offered advice 
as they prepare to begin their own.

“When you show up to your first unit 
and meet your first senior noncommissioned 
officer, platoon sergeant, section sergeant, 
whatever their job might be; I’d offer that you 
should show them your human side,” Thomas 
said. “Tell them a little bit about yourself. Tell 
them where you come from so that they know 
you as a person. And then, ask them a simple 
question: what do you expect of me?”

Plebe-Parent Weekend is held annually 
the weekend spring break begins at West 
Point and gives the members of the plebe 
class a chance to show their families around 
the academy. Plebes then assumed cadet 
leadership positions for the remainder of the 
weekend. 

“It’s great to see where he lives, his 
everyday interactions and meet some of the 
cadets that he’s become friends with. It’s an 
amazing place and certainly a lot different than 
Orlando,” said Sid Cash, whose son Gaines 
is a plebe. “We didn’t know what we were 
getting into up here. This is our first child in 
the military and to have an experience like 
West Point is just an amazing opportunity.”

Along with the banquet, the weekend 
included tours of the superintendent’s historic 
home and the Cadet Uniform Factory. Families 
also had the chance to go to select classes with 
their cadets, attend academic briefings, visit 
the simulation center and hear from academy 
leadership.

(Right) Class of 2023 Cadet Daniel Macune 
shows his family around the U.S. Military 
Academy during Plebe-Parent Weekend 
March 6. (Above) The West Point Class of 2023 
celebrate the unveiling of its class crest as 
well as the Plebe-Parent banquet speech by 
retired Gen. Raymond A. Thomas III on March 
7 at the Cadet Mess Hall. 
Photos by Brandon O'Connor/PV and John Pellino/
USMA PAO
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Radford speaks during annual Kermit Roosevelt Lecture
By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

British Army Gen. Tim Radford, the deputy supreme allied 
commander Europe designate, visited the U.S. Military Academy 
March 3 for the 74th annual Kermit Roosevelt Lecture.

The annual lecture series was started in 1947 in memory 
of Kermit Roosevelt, the son of Teddy Roosevelt, who served 
in both the American and British armies during the First and 
Second World Wars. The series has included West Point since 
1997. Each year, a general in the British Army speaks at West 
Point, U.S. Army War College, Armed Forces Staff College 
and the Command and General Staff College to foster the 
continued partnership between the United States and the United 
Kingdom. In return, an American Army general speaks at multiple 
destinations in the United Kingdom including the Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst.

Radford began his remarks by tracing the alliance, which 
Winston Churchill called a “special relationship,” back to 1859 
when American Soldiers supported British forces in the Second 
Opium War. 

The partnership was solidified on the European battlefields of 
the two world wars, made concrete by the formation of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization and revived for a new generation 
through a shared sacrifice in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“These isolated examples of military cooperation are actually 
part of a much broader network of connections over and above the 
very obvious ancestral, kinship and language links that we share 
and the largely positive culture invasions that we’ve inflicted 
upon each other,” Radford said. “I think it’s fair to say that the 
lifeblood of the relationship grows from our common values and 
collective desires to preserve peace and security across the globe.”

Radford began his British Army career in 1985. He has 
served in a leadership position within NATO since 2015. During 
his remarks to members of the Corps of Cadets and academy 
leadership, he highlighted the bonds that have tied together his 
nation and America and called on cadets to continue it as they 
enter the Army as leaders in a changing world.

The allied partnership between America and the UK has 
grown stronger since World War I, he said, because of a focus on 
intelligence sharing, strategic nuclear cooperation, the combined 
global reach between the American combatant commands and the 
British Commonwealth, joint training and personal relationships 
forged on the battlefield. 

Serving together in Iraq and Afghanistan has created 
“unprecedented levels of trust” between the current generation 
of leaders in the two armies, Radford said.  

“I really hope you build and then invest in your own 
transatlantic relationships and you enjoy the same levels of 

professional satisfaction and friendships we have had,” he 
said. “After all, interoperability is built above all else upon 
relationships and mutual understanding.”

As the cadets prepare to begin their military careers, they 
will enter a world shaped by rapid changes in technology both 
militarily and in the civilian world, unique challenges related to 
climate change and competition for the global commons such as 
space and the digital world, Radford said. 

Those changes will make the ability to lean on a secure 
partnership such as the one forged over the years between 
America and the UK all the more important, he added. 

“I would urge you to reflect on whether you think this very 
well-established relationship that has been 70 years in the making 
is still worth continued investment,” Radford said. “I would 
personally contend that the relationship between such trusted 
allies as the United Kingdom and the United States is just as 
important now as it was back in 1942 between Churchill and 
Roosevelt. Albeit in a rather different context.”

Radford closed his remarks by sharing his leadership advice 
with the future Army officers in attendance. He called on them 
to find “a walking stick” to lean on during their career such as 
a hobby they can use as an escape and rest from the stresses of 
their careers.

He also encouraged them to start by becoming builders with 
the technical expertise to do their jobs, but to transition to being 
architects who can set the plans for others.

“As you get more senior, your real value is not as a builder, 
but as an architect,” Radford said. “To be able to express a clear 
and unambiguous vision, to design and articulate a creative, 
prioritized framework with which to achieve it. Then, more 
importantly, to have the skill to be able to influence others to 
support it and carry it out.”

The annual lecture is a chance for cadets to hear the 
perspective of a senior officer in the British Army, as their careers 
will require them to work alongside Soldiers from America’s 
allies and partners.

Deputy Supreme Allied Commander Europe designate, Gen. Timothy Radford, talked with the 
superintendent, cadets, staff and faculty during his visit to the U.S. Military Academy March 3.        
                                                    Photo by Tarnish Pride/ USMA PAO
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High Energy laser engineers engage with West Point cadets
By Mikayla Mast
U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense 
Command

WEST POINT, N.Y.—Classroom lessons 
are important, but U.S. Military Academy 
cadets and instructors learned how invaluable 
live demonstrations of emerging technologies 
can be when they received a visit from the U.S. 
Army Space and Missile Defense Command’s 
High Energy Laser Mobile Test Truck, along 
with some of its engineers, March 2-5.

The cadets viewed live demonstrations of 
the HELMTT, and some cadets were even able 
to fire the laser at unmanned aerial vehicles, 
ceramic plates, steel and concrete. Col. John 
Hartke, head of West Point’s physics and 
nuclear engineering department, said it is 
important for the Army’s future leaders to 
be familiar with developing technology and 
weapon systems, because they may be the ones 
commanding these systems someday. 

“We’re using this as an educational 
opportunity to teach the cadets about high 
energy lasers and high energy laser weapons 
and how they can be used on the modern 
battlefield,” Hartke said.

The HELMTT system is a technology 
integration and demonstration effort with a 
solid state laser and agile beam control. It 
currently serves as a platform to assess the 
performance and capabilities of a 50 kW-class 
fiber laser, operated with a ruggedized laptop 
and game controller. 

Adam Aberle, USASMDC Technical 
Center’s chief of the HEL Division, said that 
while the HELMTT is primarily used for data 
collection on performance of the 50 kW laser, it 
also gives engineers the opportunity to engage 
with future warfighters.

“One of the benefits of bringing the 
HELMTT to West Point is to demonstrate 
a potential future weapon capability to the 
future Soldiers in the Army,” Aberle said. 
“They’ll be the ones commanding these new 
weapon systems, and they’ll be able to provide 
a dominance for our future warfighters so we 
do not fail in future battles. It’s important for 
cadets to understand what a laser does and to 
start thinking about the potential benefit of 
having a completely different type of weapon 
system on the battlefield to defeat threats and 
save Soldiers’ lives.” 

Hartke said cadets enjoyed seeing the 
demonstrations and putting the material they 
have been learning in class into perspective 
by observing real systems being developed 
and tested.

“The cadets love it. They’re fired up. Today 
in class they were a little distracted—they 
didn’t want to talk about the normal lesson; they 
wanted to talk about the laser,” Hartke said. “I 
was able to bring in one of the targets we shot 
and we spent a good portion of the morning 
just having a conversation about lasers, laser 
effects and laser weapons; how they’re going 
to be used and how it’s going to potentially 
change the nature of warfare for us as we use 
these things to shoot down rockets, artillery, 
mortars and UAVs.”

Class of 2020 Cadet Michael Worth 
said demonstrations like this help him put 
academics into perspective and show him how 
his work in the classroom can benefit in real-life 
situations and turn into something much larger.  

“It’s great to see it live because while 
we’re in the classroom and doing our day-to-
day things, we forget what’s going on in the 
larger world. We hear our instructors talk about 
things that are developing with other nations 
and competitors, but knowing that our country 
has this kind of capability really just broadens 
our perspective and allows us to think greater,” 
Worth said. “We can apply this to our everyday 
situations. When I’m doing a problem set for 
math or physics, I can actually extrapolate it to 
what’s going on here, and essentially see how 
the fruits of my labor can pay off.” 

Class of 2023 Cadet Codi Butt said she 
enjoyed the demonstration as well and is 
grateful for the opportunity to experience 
weapon systems prior to when she might be 
operating or commanding them.    

“We might be some of the first people to use 
this new technology, so it’s good that we can get 
some exposure to it now before we’re actually 
in charge of it and using it in the field,” Butt 
said. “We’re really lucky to have this exposure 
to real things that we could be using in the field. 
Seeing something in the field is unmatched to 
learning something in the classroom.” 

During the demonstrations, HELMTT 
engineers stressed the importance of Soldier-
centered design in the weapon system 
development process. What is designed and 
makes sense to an engineer in a lab may not 
be the most intuitive or efficient system in a 
combat scenario. Class of 2022 Cadet Luke 
Turner said he understands the importance of 
this relationship.

“The expertise that the civilian side and 
engineers offer, and the battlefield tactical 
expertise of Soldiers and officers really need 
to piggyback off each other,” Turner said. 
“This is a team effort. This is one nation with 
one common mission, and so, I think it’s 
very important to get feedback not only from 

the engineers who are 
t ry ing to  increase 
eff ic iency  of  th i s 
technology, but also to 
get feedback from the 
Soldiers looking at the 
applicability of these 
technologies.”

Soldier feedback 
p lays  a  v i ta l  ro le 
i n  d e c i d i n g  w h a t 
the end product of 
systems look l ike. 
Many new weapon 
systems, including the 
HELMTT, are operated 
using game-system 
controllers, which are 
intuitive and easy to learn for Soldiers who 
grew up using these types of game systems. 
According to Hartke, changes like these will 
make it easier for Soldiers to learn and operate 
the weapon systems. 

“They’ll gravitate to it immediately. 
Particularly when you’re using the game 
controllers that we’re using to target. I find it 
interesting to watch my children and cadets 
play online games, and see the interface and the 
information that’s available to them,” Hartke 
said. “These Graphic User Interfaces that we’re 
using here are things that they’re very familiar 
with. The ability to look at several screens and 
coordinate their hand movements to move the 
joystick that moves the laser are absolutely spot 
on for this generation.” 

Lt. Gen. Darryl A. Williams, West Point 
superintendent, said he is excited about 
the future of laser technology and that the 
HELMTT demonstration served as a very 
practical way for cadets to learn about the 
future operating battlefield.  

“The cadets are our future, and I can 
envision a scenario in these cadets’ careers 
where they would use this sort of technology 
in a multi-domain operation. Our job at West 
Point is to educate, train and inspire the future 
Soldiers for our great Army to support and 

defend our great constitution,” Williams said. 
“It’s important for these cadets to learn about all 
technologies, including laser technology, and 
to become practitioners for future battlefields.” 

The collaboration between SMDC and West 
Point is beneficial in many facets. In addition to 
the visit from HELMTT engineers, SMDC also 
provided laser systems to West Point enabling 
them to stand up a new Outdoor High Energy 
Laser Laboratory. 

The HELMTT visit set a baseline for range 
operations at West Point, and helped create 
standard operating procedures being adopted by 
West Point for the future O-HELL capability, 
so the laser can be fired safely and efficiently. 

In addition to giving the cadets exposure to 
high energy lasers, Aberle said the HEL Division 
team’s goal was to test the laser’s capabilities 
in the unique atmospheric conditions found 
at West Point. This was the fourth location 
where Aberle’s team tested the HELMTT’s 
performance, providing new data to study the 
impact of climate and atmosphere on the laser. 

The assessments on HELMTT and other 
high energy laser demonstration platforms 
are providing important information and 
risk reduction in support of Army’s efforts to 
rapidly deliver combat-capable laser weapon 
prototypes to Soldiers.

( L e f t )  U . S .  A r m y 
Space and Missile 
Defense Command 
team members brief 
U.S. Military Academy 
cadets on the High 
Energy Laser Mobile 
Test Truck during a 
live-fire demonstration 
March 5. (Below) Brig. 
Gen. Curtis Buzzard, 
commandant of cadets, 
fires the High Energy 
Laser Mobile Test 
Truck during a live-fire 
demonstration. 
P h o t o s  b y  t h e  U . S . 
Army Space and Missile 
Defense Command (left) 
and Brandon O'Connor/
PV (below)
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Spring Organ Recital

The next spring organ recital performance is scheduled at 
2:30 p.m. March 22 at the Cadet Chapel with Matthew Barto 
from Florida State University performing.

Balfour Beatty Communities Foundation Scholarship 
Program

Applications are now being accepted for the Balfour 
Beatty Communities Foundation scholarship program for the 
2020-21 academic year. All residents living in Balfour Beatty 
Communities housing—including spouses and children—who 
are pursuing a degree are eligible to apply. 

The Balfour Beatty Communities Foundation Scholarship 
Program recognizes those residents who are students or 
aspiring students excelling academically and looking to make 
a difference both in and out of the classroom. 

Scholarship applicants must currently reside in Balfour 
Beatty Communities housing and plan to attend or already 
attend an accredited college or university in the fall of 2020, or 
be enrolled in a program of study designed to transfer directly 
into a four-year program. 

For more details regarding scholarship requirements and to 
complete an online application, visit the foundation’s website 
at www.bbcommunitiesfoundation.org. Applications must 
be submitted no later than today.

TRIBE Yoga Teacher Training
Join the non-profit TRIBE for a Yoga Alliance Approved 

200-hour Yoga Teacher Training through April 5. 
This training is specific to meet the needs of active duty 

military and those who want to work with active duty military 
and the training will take place on West Point. 

Scholarship information available on request. For more 
details, contact tribeyogamilitary@gmail.com.

The Bass Club at West Point
The Bass Club at West Point is accepting new members.  
The Bass Club shares angling knowledge, conducts 

tournaments, promotes sustainable fishing and performs 
community service in support of West Point outdoor recreation.

Membership is open to military, DOD civilians, veterans of 
the Armed Forces and their dependents.  

For more details, contact toddmess@aol.com or go to http://
pbwimmer.wixsite.com/bassclubatwestpoint.

MWR Updates (MWR item)
Effective as of Tuesday, the West Point Club’s new hours of 

operation are 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday for lunch. The club 
is closed for breakfast.

Bistro 603 Grab and Go is available from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Dinner to go will be available. It is recommended that Grab and 
Go lunch customers who are dining in to practice social distancing 
by sitting at every other table. There is limited capacity available.

The West Point Bowling Center and the West Point Golf 
Course are also offering food for pickup as well, no dining in. 

Benny Havens Lounge will be closed. See page 10 for MWR 
updates.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
West Point families are invited to attend services at the Grace 

Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road in Highland Falls. 
The church is near Thayer Gate.

Services are held at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday and at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday. Sunday School for all ages starts at 9:45 a.m. It also 
has seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. For details 
on the Grace Baptist Church, visit www.gracebaptistny.org.

Hudson Highlands Nature Museum eventsArmy Education Center

West Point Tax Center
The West Point Tax Center is open for business and 

accepting drop-offs from eligible patrons until the end of 
March. The hours of operation are 8 a.m.-noon and 1-4 p.m. 
Monday-Friday in Building 606, fourth floor. Please follow 
signs for drop-off and pick-up.

Community/mwrCommunity/mwr
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Kathy Yusuf at 845-569-

3633 or email kathy.yusuf@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Erazo at 845-398-4102 

or email gierazo@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Kimberly Heyman at 845-446-5959 
or email kheyman@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling, marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

Army Education Center—Testing Office
The Army Education Center at West Point offers the following  

Army Personnel Tests (APT)—AFCT, DLAB, DLPT and SIFT.  
We also offer the TABE and GT Predictor.

Testing is offered by appointment only. To make an 
appointment, call 845-938-3360 or email Janet Browne 
at janet.p.browne.ctr@mail.mil or Gwenn Wallace at  
gwenn.t.wallace.ctr@mail.mil. 

The AEC is also an Authorized Pearson VUE Testing Site, 
open on a space available basis to Soldiers, civilian personnel, 
military contractors and family members who hold a government  
ID card.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the Commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.m.mierva.ctr@mail.mil or stop by the Army 
Education Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  

Soldier for Life Transition Services
Soldiers who are 24 months out from retiring or 18 months 

out from separating should think about their transition prior to 
the mandatory 12-month mark.

If you want to get started on your future plans, contact Soldier 
for Life Transition Services at 845-6782/0631/0634. The office 
is open 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday and is located at 
622 Swift Road.

During the month of April, the Hudson Highlands Nature 
Museum will have many events available. The events include: 

• Hiking Trails—Throughout the month daily from dawn to 
dusk. Each hiking trail, located at the Outdoor Discovery Center, 
on Muser Drive, across from 174 Angola Road, Cornwall, is an 
adventure, with options that range from casual to challenging. 

For more details, visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 
204.

• Wildlife Education Center—Throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays, noon-4 p.m. (except April 11 and 12). 

At the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum’s Wildlife 
Education Center, 25 Boulevard, Cornwall-on-Hudson, visitors 
can see a collection of live native animals.  

Every Saturday and Sunday at 1 and 2:30 p.m. join a museum 
educator for “Meet the Animals.” Visit the interactive “Stomping 
Grounds: Habitats of the Hudson Valley” exhibit in the Ogden 
Gallery. For more details, visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-7781.

• Opening day of Grasshopper Grove— Come to the Hudson 
Highlands Nature Museum’s Outdoor Discovery Center, on 
Muser Drive across from 174 Angola Road, Cornwall from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Aprill 11 for the opening day of Grasshopper 
Grove Nature Play area featuring special opening day activities. 
Recommended for ages 2-6. For more details, visit hhnm.org or 
call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.

Summer Discovery Program Trailside Museums & Zoo, 
Bear Mountain State Park

Summer is time for kids to be outside. There’s no better place 
for your child to spend time in the great outdoors this summer than 
at Trailside Museums & Zoo at the Bear Mountain State Park. 

The Trailside Discovery day program will be your child’s 
up-close and personal introduction to local wildlife and ecology. 

They will get their hands dirty. They will have fun. Through 
hands-on activities and exciting games, children will be immersed 
in the natural world in engaging and age appropriate ways they 
are bound to enjoy. 

One day during the first three sessions, the group hikes to 
Fort Montgomery State Historic Site to learn about local history 
and what life was like long ago. 

For a brochure and registration, visit http://www.trailsidezoo.
org/education/trailside-discovery-summer-program. For more 
details, contact Chris O’Sullivan at 845-786-2701, ext. 293 or  
email Chris.OSullivan@parks.ny.gov.    
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FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT

FOR THE FAMILIES

CYS Summer Camp School Age Care Registration 
Now Open

Registration is now open for Child and Youth Services 2020 
Summer Camps. Summer camp school age care is off ered from 
June to August for military and civilian personnel. 

Children in grades K-5 registered with CYS Services are 
eligible for the summer camp school age care program. 

The summer camp program hours are 6 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. To register, visit militarychildcare.com. 

For more details, call 845-938-4458/0939 or visit CYS at 
westpointcys.com.

CYS Spring Recreation Sports Registration and 
Coaches needed

Registration for the Child & Youth Services Recreational 
Sports Programs will run through March 13. 

Register for soccer, T-ball/baseball, fl ag football or the run 
club. The spring session is March 30-May 28. To register your 
child, call 845-938-0939. 

CYS Sports is looking for coaches for the Child and Youth 
Services Spring 2020 Youth Sports programs. Coaches are needed 
for soccer, T-ball/baseball, fl ag football and run club. 

Interested candidates can contact the Youth Sports Offi  ce at 
845-938-3208.

Wee Ones Reading Group
The next Wee Ones Reading Group date is March 26 at ACS, 

Building 622 Conference Room. 
The group participates in themed, fun-fi lled activities that 

promote speech development and learning. 
For more details, call 845-938-3655.

Wee Ones Open Play Group 
The Wee Ones Open Play Group dates are from 9:30-11 a.m. 

Monday and March 30 at the Youth Center Gym, Building 500. 
The group is designed for your little one to play, learn and 

make new friends. 
For more details, call 845-938-3655.

SAAPM Walk A Mile
April is Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month 

(SAAPM) for the Sexual Harassment, Assault Response and 
Prevention Program. 

Come out and join the annual SAAPM Walk A Mile with 
the West Point Garrison, U.S. Military Academy and Keller 
Hospital SHARP Sexual Assault Response coordinators and 
SHARP victim advocates, along with the TRUST organization 
in the Corps of Cadets.  

The Walk A Mile is scheduled from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. April 15 
with a rain date of April 16.  The start and fi nish point is at the 
Thayer Statue area.  

Look for the SHARP tents and “Walk A Mile Starts Here” 
banner.  It is open to the entire West Point community.  

Child & Youth Services Boys and Girls Lacrosse 
Register for CYS Sports and Instructional Programs Boys 

and Girls Lacrosse. Registration runs through March 30. 
The season will run through June 30. Games will be played 

at 9 a.m. on Saturdays at the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School. There is a nominal fee for these games. 

To register, call 845-938-4458/0939. For more details, visit 
westpointcys.com.

Cyberbullying Lecture hosted by ACS 
A cyberbullying lecture will be presented by Julika von 

Stackelberg from Cornell Cooperative Extension Understanding 
the Ins and Outs of Cyberbullying. 

This event will take place from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. April 1 at 
the Lee Area CDC located at 140 Buckner Loop. 

Get ahead of this real and growing problem for today’s youth. 
Please RSVP no later than March 27 to reserve seat by calling 
845-938-5655.

Family Pasta Night and Fish Fry 
Join the West Point Club for its Family Pasta Night and Fish 

Fry from 6-9 p.m. April 3. There is a nominal fee for this event. 
For reservations and more details, call 845-938-5120.

Easter Sunday Brunch and Egg Hunt
Join the West Point Club for its annual Easter Sunday Brunch 

NAF Property Bid Sale for Two 2005 Ford Buses with 
Handicapped Lifts

Bids for two 2005 Ford Buses, both not running and in need of 
work, will be accepted through March 31 for the general public. 

The busses can be viewed next to the Buff alo Soldier Pavilion, 
Bulding 628. 

For details, call 845-938-8231.

Hunters Education Course April 26
A Hunters Education Course is scheduled from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

April 26 at our Bonneville Cabin at the Round Pond Recreation 
Area. This course is free and good for life. 

Complete the New York State required homework and bring 
the homework to class. 

This class is required to purchase a New York State Hunting 
License and West Point Hunting Permit. 

To register go to register-ed.com/events/view/158445. 
To  get the homework, visit dec.ny.gov/outdoor/92267.html. 
For more details, call 845-938-2503 or visit westpoint.

armymwr.com.

Automotive Skills Center New Hours
The MWR Automotive Skills Center is now open fi ve days 

a week. Hours of operation are 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and 8 a.m.-
4 p.m. Saturday. It is closed on Sunday and Monday. 

For more details, call 845-938-2074.

MWR Fitness Center now open 24 hours
NOTE: The MWR Fitness Center is currently closed due to 

COVID-19 until further notice.
The MWR Fitness Center is now open 24 hours Tuesday 

through Saturday. The new hours also include 5:30 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Mondays and noon-5 p.m. Sundays. 

There is a 100% ID check. All Fitness Center rules will 
still apply. For details, call 845-938-6490 or visit westpoint.
armymwr.com. 

Mindful Living Workshops
The Mindful Living Workshops will be held at 5 p.m. on 

Mondays at Buff alo Soldier Pavilion. 
The purpose of these workshops is to introduce lifelong skills 

that can help reduce the stress of everyday life. There is a fee to 
attend. For more details, call 845-938-6490 or visit westpoint.
armymwr.com.

Framing and engraving with West Point Arts and Crafts 
The custom framing experts at Arts and Crafts can turn any 

achievement into a timeless work of art. 
Choose from more than 500 quality moldings, 450 acid-free 

mats and opt for UV-protective glass to prevent fading.  
They also off er engraving for any special occasion. Give them 

a call for any special engraving items you may have. 
Arts and Crafts’ easy and quick pricing allows you to design 

to your budget. For more details, call 845-938-4812.

Dinner-To-Go Delivery Service for West Point Residents 
The West Point Club’s Dinner-To-Go is available Monday 

through Friday. Place your order by 2 p.m. that day and specify 
delivery time between 5-7 p.m. or a time between 4:30–6:30 p.m. 
to pick up your meal at the West Point Club’s Benny Havens 
Lounge. 

Delivery service is available for West Point residents only. 
Servings for four to six are available for a nominal fee. 

For pricing and menu items, visit thewestpointclub.com or 
call 845-446-5506/5504. 

Pizza Delivery Hours (updated)
West Point Bowling Center delivers seven days a week.

Delivery times are now 11 a.m.-7:30 p.m. For delivery, call 
938-2140.

Fourth annual Brew Fest
The fourth annual Brew Fest that was scheduled from 

7-10 p.m. April 17 at the West Point Club has been cancelled.

and egg hunt April 12. The fi rst seating is at 10 a.m. with an egg 
hunt at 11:30 a.m. The second seating is at 1 p.m. with an egg 
hunt at 2:30 p.m. 

For a complete menu and more details, visit thewestpointclub.
com. There is a nominal fee for this event. 

For reservations, call 845-938-5120.

Doggie Dash 3K and 5K
Come have some fun with your dog at MWR’s Doggie Dash 

3K and 5K at 8 a.m. April 18. The event starting line is at the 
MWR Fitness Center. 

Participants will follow the Doggie Dash 3K route or the 5K 
Fun Run route. There will be prizes for the top fi nishers in both 
races. This is a fun run so times are not tracked. Dogs must be 
well behaved and on a non-retractable leash. There is a nominal 
fee for this event. 

For more details, call 845-938-6490. To register, visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

Wicked on Broadway with LTS May 14
Tickets on sale now. Join Leisure Travel Services for a trip 

to Broadway May 14 to see the Tony Award-winning smash hit 
Wicked! 

The van leaves West Point at 4 p.m. for a 7 p.m. curtain, and 
leaves NYC immediately after the show. There in a nominal 
price for tickets and it includes transportation. For reservations, 
call 845-938-3601. 

MWR updates on closures, 
what is open and modifi ed 

services, see page 10
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Movies cancelled until further notice.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit 
http://www.aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-
Guide/showtimes-West-Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHANMOVIES at MAHAN

No events currently scheduled.

mwr uPdateSmwr uPdateS 
Updates on closures, what is 
open and modifi ed services
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DPE defeats Systems to take Noontime Basketball championship

Members of the Department of Physical Education team hold up their championship T-shirts after taking the 2019-20 Staff and Faculty Noontime Basketball 
championship March 5 at the Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center. DPE defeated Systems Engineering 20-16 and 22-20 to sweep the three-game 
championship series. During the regular season, DPE won the North Division with a 19-1 record while Systems Engineering won the South Division with an 
18-2 record.                                                          Photos by Eric S. Bartelt/PV

(Above) Department of Physical Education’s Roland Walker drives to the basket 
and hits a layup late in DPE’s 20-16 win in game one over Systems Engineering. 
(Right) Systems Engineering’s Dave Hughes hits a reverse layup late in game 
two to bring his team within two, but they would lose 22-20 and the series. 

SPortSSPortS
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Oklahoma game general public sale delayed
Due to the rapidly changing COVID-19 situation, Army West Point Athletics has made the decision to delay the general public on-sale of tickets, originally 
scheduled for Tuesday, for the Army-Oklahoma Football game at Michie Stadium Sept. 26. This decision is made to ensure that the ticket offi  ce and Army A 
Club staff  members are equipped and prepared to provide the best possible customer service to fans as they navigate the purchase process. A new public 
on-sale date has not yet been determined, but will be publicly released once the date has been confi rmed. The health and safety of cadet-athletes, fans and 
staff  members remains the highest priority as Army West Point Athletics determines the best course of action during this ever-changing situation. Army West 
Point Athletics will continue to work with academy leadership as the situation progresses. Continue to monitor GoArmyWestPoint.com or ArmyGameday.
com for future updates.                      Photo by Army Athletic Communications

NO GAMES SCHEDULED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
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Hanson, Kutz earn rifle All-America honors
The junior co-captain duo of Kaitlyn Kutz and Clayton Hanson of the Army West Point rife team both earned NRA All-America honors. Hanson was tabbed a 
second team all-American in smallbore and Kutz was named a second team all-American in air rifle.                                       Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By JJ Klein
Army Athletic Communications

The junior co-captain duo of Clayton 
Hanson and Kaitlyn Kutz of the Army 
West Point rife team both earned NRA All-
America honors. Hanson was tabbed a second 
team all-American in smallbore and Kutz 
was named a second team all-American in 
air rifle.

This marks the first time since 2014 that 
the Black Knights have had multiple all-
Americans in a season.

For Hanson this marks his second all-
American honor as he also earned Collegiate 
Rifle Coaches Association (CRCA) All-
American honorable mention nods on 
Saturday. 

He was additionally a Second Team All-
Great American Rifle Conference (GARC) 

selection in smallbore and aggregate. 
The Jamestown, New York, native posted 

an average score of 582.3 in smallbore this 
season and hit at least the 580 mark in all 
but one match. His high score in smallbore 
came in the All-Academy President’s Trophy 
Match on Nov. 2 when he shot a 586.

Kutz, who also garnered All-GARC 
Honorable Mention recognition in air rifle 
and aggregate, had an average score of 590.6 

in air rifle this season. 
She reached the 590 mark in seven 

matches this year. The Darien, Connecticut, 
native had her top air rifle score in the 
season-opener at Ole Miss on Oct. 26 with 
a 597.

The tandem both earned individual 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  N C A A R i f l e 
Championship with Hanson qualifying in 
smallbore and Kutz in smallbore and air rifle.
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All Army West Point athletics events cancelled
The Army West Point Athletic Association has offi  cially announced the cancellation of all remaining athletic events for the 2019-20 season.    
                     Photos b Army Athletic Communications

tHetHewww.GoarmyweStPoint.Com

By Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Athletic Association 
has offi  cially announced the cancellation of 
all remaining athletic events for the 2019-20 
season. 

Due to the increased concerns around 
COVID-19, Army Athletics is in alignment 
with the NCAA and Patriot League decisions 
to immediately suspend all athletic activities 
for all teams.

“We all have the core instinct to fi ght and 
to compete, but it has reached the point where 
competing under the current conditions may 
bring us more harm than good,” Army West 
Point Athletic Director Mike Buddie said. “Our 
number one concern is the health and safety 
of our cadet-athletes, coaches, staff  and their 
families. The decision to suspend all practices 
and competitions helps to promote social 
distances and has the potential to prevent the 
spread of the virus. 

“While we are saddened that our Firsties’ 
careers have unexpectedly come to a close, 
we know that they will grow from these 
extraordinary circumstances and will become 
excellent leaders of character for the United 
States Army,” Buddie added.

Additional local information on the ‘Novel 
Coronavirus’ and preventative measures can 
be found on the West Point Garrison and 
Community and Keller Army Community 
Hospital pages.

Fans who have already purchased tickets 
for upcoming competitions will be refunded 
through the Army West Point Ticket Offi  ce. 

Refund credit transaction timing may vary 
by bank. A ticket offi  ce representative will be 
contacting all accounts that purchased tickets.

Please check back regularly for updates and 
recommendations.

Please direct any questions or requests 
to Greg Mogavero at gregory.mogavero@
westpoint.edu.


