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100 nights to 
graduation

(Right photo) Retired Gen. David G. Perkins, Class of 1980 and former 
commander of U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command, speaks to the Firstie 
class during its 100th Night banquet Saturday. (Above photo) Class of 2020 
President Joshua Phillips (left) and Cadet Company D-3 Commander Aidan 
Hanrahan (right) present a gift to fellow Company D-3 alum Perkins after his 
speech.                           Photos by Bryan Ilyankoff/USMA PAO
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By Retired Lt. Col. Dave Jones 
and Eric S. Bartelt
MX400 Offi  cership seminar leader and 
PV Managing Editor

Class of 2020 Cadet Eraldo John, an 
international cadet from Tanzania, led an 
open discussion about honorable living at the 
U.S. Military Academy and beyond with 40 
international cadets and fi ve staff  and faculty 
members Feb. 11 in Thayer Hall. 

The discussion titled, “Living Honorably, 
Leading Honorably and Demonstrating 
Excellence,” included topics on accountability 
and ownership, integrity and respect, role 
models and being moral leaders while at West 
Point. 

The international cadets will take what 
they’ve learned and return back to their 
countries to serve in their Armed Forces, said 
retired Lt. Col. Dave Jones, MX400 Offi  cership 
seminar leader.

John chose this forum for his Special Leader 
Development Project (SLDP), in addition to 
leading a similar discussion at the U.S. Military 
Academy Preparatory School for select cadet 
candidates, Jones said.

“The SLDP is a developmental program 
for those cadets who have violated the Honor 
Code,” Jones said. “Cadet John shared his 
personal experience and then led a discussion 
about honorable living from the international 
cadet perspective.

“(It’s about) representing West Point’s 
values of Duty, Honor, Country as a future 
graduate of the academy,” Jones added. “All 
of the topics reinforce honorable living—and 
he broke it down to many areas of cadet life.”

This is the fi rst time this type of forum has 
been held with international cadets. 

“It is a unique opportunity to have an 
international cadet lead a discussion with all 
other international cadets (on honorable living),” 
Jones said. “They all share the challenges of 
being here at West Point, for many of whom 
English is a second language. However, they 
all have the responsibility of learning and 
developing here at the U.S. Military Academy, 
and then as future West Point graduates carrying 
all they have learned and internalized and share 
that as moral leaders in their own countries.”

John said he has confidence the discussion 
allowed him to develop and become a better 
leader of character.

“The international cadets asked me tough 
questions that helped me reflect deeper into 
my character to realize my flaws, which is a 
step toward the internalization of the spirit of 
the Cadet Honor Code: Live honorably, lead 
honorably and demonstrate excellence,” John 
said. “I hope that this discussion helped my 
fellow international cadets understand that 
living honorably is a perpetual developmental 
process for leaders of character.”

Being honest with himself and reflecting 
deeper into the recesses of his mind, John 
viewed the SLDP as a way to help his and the 
other international cadets’ leadership abilities 
when faced with tough moral decisions in the 
future by leaning on what the Cadet Honor Code 
values teach them.

“I learned that the spirit of the Cadet Honor 
Code calls me to live above the common level of 
life by demonstrating excellence in everything 
that I do,” John said. “I realized that the spirit of 
the honor code is the essence to the three aspects 
that certifies any Army professional: character, 
competence and commitment. The synergy 
relationship between the spirit of Cadet Honor 
Code and the 3C’s helps in my development to 
becoming a better leader of character.”
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Tanzanian cadet leads discussion on honorable living
Class of 2020 Cadet Eraldo John, an international cadet from Tanzania, leads an open discussion about honorable living at the U.S. Military Academy 
and beyond with 40 international cadets and fi ve staff  and faculty members Feb. 11 in Thayer Hall.             Courtesy Photos

Class of 2020 Cadet Eraldo John 
chose this forum for his Special 
Leader Development Project (SLDP), 
in addition to leading a similar 
discussion at the U.S. Mil itary 
Academy Preparatory School for 
select cadet candidates.
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Class of 2020 celebrates 100 days until graduation with show, banquet

 POINTIN FOCUS: 100TH NIGHT WEEKEND

Story and photo by Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

Standing on stage in a blonde wig at the opening of the 
annual 100th Night Show, Class of 2020 Cadet Evan Brunner 
says goodbye to the classmates portraying his parents and sets 
off on his 47-month experience at the U.S. Military Academy.

When he next returns to stage, Brunner’s wig has been 
replaced by a bald cap symbolizing the haircut male new 
cadets receive on Reception Day and he begins to sing.

Brunner’s on-stage journey takes him through the ups and 
downs of his time at the academy including Beast Barracks, 
plebe duties, his first Army-Navy Game and finally Firstie 
year and the changes that came along with a new commandant 
of cadets and brigade tactical officer.

The 47 months become 19 scenes across two acts, with 
slightly more singing and dancing than is typically found at 
the academy, as Brunner and his classmates recap their cadet 
career with only 100 days left. 

The 100th Night Show has been a tradition at West Point 
since 1871 and has been performed as an original musical 
since 1903. The show is a chance for the cadets in the 
graduating class to remember their time at West Point and 
poke fun at the experience as it comes to an end.

The show is unique each year and is written, choreographed 
and produced by members of the class. This year, Class of 
2020 Cadets Taylor Krug and Jacob Wells co-wrote the show. 

“You don’t get quite everything (into the show). You 
get the big moments; the parts people are still talking about 
today,” Krug said. “When we did auditions, we asked all of 
our now cast members what’s one thing you’ll talk about 
20 years from now? We tried to put those events and those 
jokes into our show.”

Krug and Wells have both been involved in the Theater 
Arts Guild while at West Point and worked on the technical 
crew for the 100th Night Show the last three years. This year, 
along with co-writing the show, they stepped into the role of 
producer, Krug, and director, Wells. 

As they worked to bring the show to life, they said they 
leaned on what they had learned from working on previous 
shows. Things they remembered not working they made sure 
not to include and parts they thought were funny they built 
upon in their own show. 

This year’s show used the popular anonymous messaging 
apps Yik Yak and Jodel as a major part of the story. It also 
included a duet between cadets portraying Commandant of 
Cadets Brig. Gen. Curtis A. Buzzard and Brigade Tactical 
Officer Col. Kyle Marsh. 

“It’s another way we can be diverse,” Brunner, who stars 
in the show, said of why it is put on every year. “A lot of 
times you come to a military academy and you think they’re 
going to do drill, they’re going to do ceremony and they’re 
going to learn how to be Soldiers. Seeing us in a different 
setting and having to get outside of our comfort zone and 
kind of push a little further, this is another way we can reach 
out to more people.”

For the last five years, the 100th Night Show has included 
original music composed by a member of the West Point 
Band. After the cadets write the lyrics, they give them to the 
band along with suggestions such as wanting a particular song 
to sound like rock or which parts need to be slow. Members 
of the band then compose and perform the music, bringing 
the show to life.

“It’s really a testament to their creativity and their ability 
and willingness to collaborate with us,” said Master Sgt. 
Michael Reifenberg, who composed the music this year. “It 
turns it into this tangible thing that brings not only satisfaction 
to them, but hopefully entertainment to their audience.”

The two performances of the show are part of a weekend 
of celebration marking 100 days until graduation. The 
weekend also included Saturday’s 100th Night Banquet. 

Class of 2020 Cadet Seungchul Lee performs the musical number, “Shamming out of duties” during 
rehearsal for the 100th Night Show. The 100th Night Show is the Firstie class’ portryal of its 47-month 
experience at West Point as it recaps its cadet career with only 100 days left at the U.S. Military Academy.

Retired Gen. David G. Perkins, former commander of 
U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command, was the guest 
speaker at the banquet. 

Perkins graduated from West Point in the Class of 1980 
and retired from the Army in 2018. 

“I can definitely reassure you knowing what you’ve 
gone through these four years ... you are well prepared to be 
a platoon leader and lieutenant in the United States Army,” 
Perkins said. “You’re not completely trained and there’s still 

a lot of training to be had. We’ll send you to the basic course 
and then we’re going to give you the ultimate trainer in the 
world called a noncommissioned officer. Then their job will 
be to continue to train you and your platoon sergeants and 
all these other folks, but you are well prepared. You are well 
prepared to be a leader of character. You are well prepared to 
continue to learn and you are well prepared to set the example 
of what a great leader does.”

West Point's Class of 2020 will graduate May 23. 
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WWII veteran shares stories, life lessons with cadets
By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

In the skies over France as part of the D-Day 
invasion at Normandy, retired Command Sgt. 
Maj. Kenneth “Rock” Merritt’s plane got lost.

Merritt was a corporal in 508th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment at the time. Between 
midnight and 3 a.m., more than 800 planes 
carried British and American Soldiers over 
Normandy to launch the assault on the German 
Army.  

Each battalion was divided across 40 planes  
with radar in only the lead plane. As Merritt’s 
plane approached Normandy’s beaches, the lead 
plane banked to avoid enemy fire losing the 39 
planes following it. 

“My jumpmaster went up to see the pilot, 
and the pilot said ‘I’m lost. I can’t find your 
drop zone,’” Merritt said. “(My jumpmaster) 
said, ‘Are you over France? … I’m going 
back to the door. When I get back, give me the 
green light and we’re going to jump.’ Well, we 
did jump.”

Merritt’s jump into Normandy was one of 
the many stories he told U.S. Military Academy 
cadets during a lecture Feb. 11. In World War 
II, Merritt, who retired from the Army in 1975, 
fought on D-Day, in Operation Market Garden 
and the Battle of the Bulge. He also fought in 

Korea and Vietnam during his Army career. 
“You grow up hearing stories about guys 

like Command Sgt. Maj. Rock, it’s like getting 
to meet your heroes,” Class of 2021 Cadet 
Brandon Akuszewski said. “It’s always crazy to 
hear from individuals who have done something 
compared to when you read about it in a book 
where you lose that human element. I could 
read a textbook all day and see what words 
say about individuals like Command Sgt. Maj. 
Rock, but then to actually hear it and hear the 
passion behind it and hear the words, it’s a 
whole other level.”

Merritt, 96, told cadets his initial plan 
was to join the Marines because he liked their 
uniform. On his way to enlist, he saw a poster 
highlighting Army paratroopers and ran into an 
Army recruiter who promised him $50 a month 
for his service. Merritt shipped out the next day 
to begin training. 

That decision in October 1942 began a 
33-year career in the Army and a lifetime of 
service to the nation. 

“It is honestly inspiring,” Class of 2021 
Cadet Abigail Peterson said. “There are not 
many opportunities you can get to actually 
speak to someone who’s been there. You hear 
all these stories, but never hear it firsthand … 
He’s lived through so much and seen so much, 
he can give out some real wisdom. I’m really 

glad West Point gave us this opportunity.”
Merritt concluded his talk to cadets by 

recapping the time he had the chance to meet 
retired Gen. Omar Bradley, USMA Class of 
1915. It was a meeting Merritt said he had 
hoped to have for more than 30 years. It finally 
came to fruition in 1975 at the Association of 
the Army Convention in Washington D.C., 
only months before he retired. Bradley saw his 
fourragère with cords marking Merritt’s jumps 
into Normandy and sent someone to invite 
Merritt to speak with him.  

“Gen. Bradley is known to all of us as a 
Soldier’s Soldier,” Merritt said. “He loved the 
infantry, the company commander, the platoon 
leader, platoon sergeant, but most of all he loved 
the squad leaders. I wanted to talk to him and 
shake his hand.”

Merritt said Bradley thanked him for his 
work as a squad leader and challenged him to 
continue to make a difference after retiring. 

Merritt chose to continue living near Fort 
Bragg in North Carolina even after his career 
was over. During their meeting, Bradley made 
Merritt promise to use his leisure time to give 
back and help develop the next generation of 
squad leaders, which Merritt has been doing 
for the last 42 years. 

Merritt’s lecture was part of the academy’s 
Modern War Institute’s speaker series. 

Retired Command Sgt. Maj. Kenneth 
“Rock” Merritt speaks to cadets 
about his experiences serving in 
three wars—World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam—during a lecture Feb. 11, 
hosted by the Modern War Institute.  
          Photos by Bryan Ilyankoff/USMA PAO

Retired Command Sgt. Maj. Kenneth “Rock” Merritt speaks to cadets during a Modern War Institute lecture about his experience jumping into D-Day while 
also fighting in Operation Market Garden and the Battle of the Bulge during World War II. 
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West Point celebrates Black History Month with observance
Story and photos by Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

The U.S. Military Academy celebrated 
Black History Month with its annual luncheon 
observance Friday.

The luncheon was hosted by the West 
Point Office of Diversity, Inclusion and Equal 
Opportunity and included a talk by Col. Hise 
Gibson. 

Gibson graduated from West Point in the 
Class of 1997 and serves as a professor in the 
systems engineering department. During his 
remarks, Gibson traced the legacy of impact 
African American graduates and mentors have 
had on shaping the academy.

He started in 1884 with the story of Charles 
Young, who graduated from West Point in 1889 
as the third African American graduate from the 
academy. Gibson told the story of how during 
his career, Young inspired and tutored a young 
enlisted Soldier named Benjamin O. Davis 
Sr., who went on to become the first African 
American brigadier general in the Army. 

Young’s influence carried on for another 
generation as Davis Sr.’s son Benjamin O. 
Davis Jr. graduated from West Point in 1936 
before becoming an Air Force general. Their 
combined impact reverberated through history 
paving the way that led him to West Point, 
Gibson said. 

“Charles Young, Benjamin O. Davis Sr. and 
Benjamin O. Davis Jr. made a great impact, but 
it wasn’t for them,” Gibson said. “It wasn’t 
about them. It was actually so a random young 
kid from a small town who’s deathly afraid 
of heights could think he can fly helicopters 
and have the great opportunity to serve with 
Soldiers on the team of teams in the 82nd 
Airborne Division. If it wasn’t for Col. Young 
engaging and identifying Benjamin O. Davis 
Sr. who randomly showed his son you can be 
a pilot, I wouldn’t exist.”

Gibson continued to trace the legacy of 
impact starting with Pat Locke, who graduated 
with the Class of 1980, the first to include 
women. Then to retired Lt. Gen. Nadja West, 
Class of 1982, the highest ranking female 

West Point graduate, and the African American 
female cadets who have followed them.

Along with talking about the importance of 
graduates who have gone on to have an impact 
and inspire future cadets, Gibson pointed out 
the role professors can have as mentors even if 
they aren’t graduates. 

Gibson told the story of one of his professors 
from the academy, retired Maj. Gen. Barrye 
Price, who mentored him not just while he 
was a cadet, but who has kept “showing up” 
throughout his career and making an impact 
despite not being a West Point graduate.

Gibson then called on cadets, staff and 
faculty at the academy to have an impact, to 
show up and become role models for the next 
generation.

“What you have to realize is that all of 

you have an impact on others,” Gibson said. 
“Whenever you step foot off this installation, 
you represent excellence. You are the best 
America has to offer. In your engagements with 
students at LEADS, on your trip sections and 
on the sports field, even when you don’t realize 
anyone’s looking at you, someone’s always 
looking. They want to be like you.”

Following Gibson’s talk Betsey Blakeslee, a 

representative from the Friends of the American 
Revolution at West Point donated a small statue 
to the academy honoring the service of African 
American Soldiers at Fortress West Point.

The statue depicts Pvt. Agrippa Hull 
delivering a letter from Gen. George Washington 
to Col. Thaddeus Kosciuszko in 1780. The 
statue will be displayed in the West Point 
Library.

Col. Hise Gibson, U.S. Military Academy systems engineering professor, speaks during the West Point Office of Diversity, 
Inclusion and Equal Opportunity’s Black History Month observance Friday.

Betsey Blakeslee, from the Friends of the American Revolution at West Point, 
and Lt. Gen. Darryl A. Williams, U.S. Military Academy superintendent, unveil a 
statue honoring African American Soldiers who served at Fortress West Point 
during the Revolutionary War.
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Cadets serve children as role models, mentors through club
Story and photos by Michelle Schneider
PV Photojournalist 

Forty-five minutes a week may not sound 
like much, but for the U.S. Military Academy 
cadets in the Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
America club it is enough time to make an 
impact.

Each week, cadets in the club travel to 
Highland Falls Intermediate School, in the town 
outside the academy’s gates, and give back by 
mentoring students. The cadets play games, 
teach the students about character and more 
than anything are just present as positive role 
models in the students’ lives.

“It would be easy to miss the positive impact 
the cadets have on their ‘littles,’ as the mentees 
are called, because our interactions usually 
last only 45 minutes once a week,” Maj. Clyde 
Daines, the officer in charge of the Big Brother 
Big Sisters club, said. “But it would also be hard 
to overstate the importance of that weekly 45 
minutes from the perspectives of some of the 
children.”

Daines said the joy children receive from 
having someone to play with, whether it’s 
basketball, board games or video games and 
the relief they feel from having a mentor to talk 
to about struggles at school or home leaves a 
lasting impression.

The weekly visit to the school has become a 
positive two-way street, Class of 2021 Cadet Ike 
Nawa said. Not only do the cadets have a chance 
to positively impact the students they mentor, 

Class of 2022 Cadet Prarabdha Yonzon hangs out with Kadrian Criado at the 
Highland Falls Intermediate School jungle gym on Feb. 4 as part of his weekly 
meeting for the Big Brothers Big Sisters cadet club. 

the students in turn inspire the cadets and show 
them the value of taking time to volunteer. 

“Initially, I went in thinking this is going 
to be a one-way street. I planned to give this 
kid a foundation on how to behave and be that 
supporting figure in his life by emphasizing 
sports, teamwork, respect and meeting people 
—just common things he may not get at 
home from a broken home life,” Nawa said. 
“Ultimately, it’s a two-way street because I’m 
getting as much from him as he gets from me. 
It’s a fulfilling experience to mentor and teach 
someone.”

Nawa said his father is also a member of 
the Big Brothers Big Sisters organization and 
he mentors children from the inner-city area of 
Philadelphia. After visits, they compare notes 
and talk about how to benefit their littles. 

Regardless of the students or cadets’ 
background and the struggles they have faced 
or are facing, the main focus of the club is for 
cadets to assist the students by developing their 
potential and giving them something to aspire 
to as role models.

“Among the Highland Falls Intermediate 
School,  the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
organization and our own cadet club, we are 
each dedicated to developing ethical and 
educated citizens,” Daines said. “The goal is 
that not only individuals, but communities can 
address challenges and thrive. Both HFIS and 
West Point approach this goal by developing 
character, knowledge and principled leadership 
among its student body.”

Class of 2022 Cadets Michael Kaffka (passing the basketball) and Mason Lee 
play basketball with “littles” Sean Larkins and Tyler Nichols during a Big 
Brothers Big Sisters cadet club session.

Mentoring Manager of BBBS Cecili 
Chadwhick said she is incredibly impressed 
and inspired with the cadets and their drive to 
volunteer on top of a very busy schedule. She 
added that she believes the work they do with 
the organization builds character, which will 
benefit them as leaders.

“I think sometimes people wrongly have 
the impression that volunteer work should 
be easy, but it’s hard work,” Chadwhick said. 
“The cadets at West Point have volunteered to 
serve our country, but when they do this work, 

there is something about it that shapes them 
into virtuous, well-rounded people through 
one-to-one mentoring with that child. It helps 
to shape and mold someone else and in turn 
shapes somebody else.” 

Big Brothers Big Sisters links the goals 
of Highland Falls Intermediate School and 
West Point cadets by having them volunteer 
as mentors. Daines said this process of 
collaboration among civil, military and non-
profit organizations builds a sense of community 
that benefits civilian and military societies.
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West Point Tax Center 
is now open for business
By the Office of the Staff Judge Advocate

The West Point Tax Center is now open for 
business and accepts drop-offs from eligible 
patrons until the end of March.  

The Tax Center will operate out of 
Building 606, fourth floor. The Tax Center 
staff encourages you to come in as soon as you 
have all of your tax documents, as it anticipates 
a large volume of tax returns in March.

For answers to the some of the most 
commonly asked questions, see below.

What are the hours of operation?
• The hours of operation are 8 a.m.-noon 

and 1-4 p.m. Monday-Friday.

Where is the Tax Center Located?
• Building 606, fourth floor. Please follow 

signs for drop-off and pick-up.

Who is eligible for services? 
• All cadets and cadet candidates;
• All military personnel who return from 

combat zones during the 2020 filing season 
and qualify for combat zone filing extensions;

• Gold Star families; and 
• Active duty personnel, retirees and 

dependents who meet all of the following 
qualifications:

  a. 2019 combined gross income was less 
than or equal to $54,000; 

  b. Do not itemize deductions; 
   c. Did not receive income from their own 

business or farm; 
   d. Did not receive income from more than 

one rental property; 
  e. Did not receive self-employment 

income or alimony; 
  f. Are not required to file Schedule D for 

capital gains. 

What if my adjusted gross income is 
less than or equal to $54,000?

• The income limit for active duty 
personnel, retirees and dependents is based 
on total gross income rather than adjusted 

gross income.  
Unfortunately, if you received more than 

$54,000 of income in 2019, the West Point Tax 
Center will be unable to prepare your tax return 
due to limited resources and IRS Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) standards. 

Where can I have my taxes prepared 
for free if I am ineligible for services?

• If you are ineligible for services at the 
West Point Tax Center, please consider using 
one of the following alterative free services:  

    1. Military OneSource MILTAX (https://
www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-legal/
tax-resource-center/miltax-military-tax-
services);

   2. IRS Free File Program (https://www.
irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-taxes-
for-free);

  3. TaxSlayer Military (https://www.
taxslayer.com/products/taxslayer-military); 

   4. TurboTax Military (https://turbotax.
intuit.com/personal-taxes/online/military-
edition.jsp).

D o  I  n e e d  t o  s c h e d u l e  a n 
appointment? 

• Instead of scheduling appointments, 
all patrons will come in person to pick up 
paperwork to complete. This paperwork will 
be available in the fourth floor hallway of 
Building 606. 

After filling out the required paperwork, 
patrons will meet with a tax preparer who will 
review the paperwork before accepting it.  

Patrons will leave the paperwork with the 
preparer. When the tax return is complete, 
patrons will be notified to return a second time 
to sign their tax return and receive a copy of 
the return for their records.

Do I need to bring anything with me 
when I drop-off my paperwork?

• If the West Point Tax Center did not 
prepare your 2018 tax return, bring a copy of 
your 2018 tax return with you. We look forward 
to assisting you.

Opening the Security Gate
The security gate between the pedestrian bridge to Thayer Hall and the 
south wall to Bartlett Hall is locked and has a scramble pad CAC card reader. 
To open the gate: 1. Press “START,” 2. Insert your CAC card. After a few 
seconds, the system releases the magnet and the gate can be pushed open. 
                                      Courtesy Photo
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
TRIBE Weekend Training

Interested in bringing some of the physical, emotional and 
mental tools of yoga to the military and improving your own 
self-care routine?  

Join TRIBE for this short, weekend training Saturday and 
Sunday. Scholarships are available for active duty personnel. 

For more details, contact tribeyogamilitary@gmail.com.

Balfour Beatty Communities Foundation Scholarship 
Program

Applications are now being accepted for the Balfour 
Beatty Communities Foundation scholarship program for the 
2020-21 academic year. All residents living in Balfour Beatty 
Communities housing—including spouses and children—who 
are pursuing a degree are eligible to apply. 

The Balfour Beatty Communities Foundation Scholarship 
Program recognizes those residents who are students or 
aspiring students excelling academically and looking to make 
a difference both in and out of the classroom. 

Scholarship applicants must currently reside in Balfour 
Beatty Communities housing and plan to attend or already 
attend an accredited college or university in the fall of 2020, or 
be enrolled in a program of study designed to transfer directly 
into a four-year program. 

Scholarship awards range from $1,000 to $2,500, with the 
potential for being larger for exceptional submissions. 

For more details regarding scholarship requirements and to 
complete an online application, visit the foundation’s website 
at www.bbcommunitiesfoundation.org. Applications must 
be submitted no later than March 19.

TRIBE Yoga Teacher Training
Join the non-profit TRIBE for a Yoga Alliance Approved 

200-hour Yoga Teacher Training through April 5. 
This training is specific to meet the needs of active duty 

military and those who want to work with active duty military 
and the training will take place on West Point. 

Scholarship information available on request. For more 
details, contact tribeyogamilitary@gmail.com.

The Bass Club at West Point
The Bass Club at West Point is accepting new members.  
The Bass Club shares angling knowledge, conducts 

tournaments, promotes sustainable fishing and performs 
community service in support of West Point outdoor recreation.

Membership is open to military, DOD civilians, veterans of 
the Armed Forces and their dependents.  

For more details, contact toddmess@aol.com or go to http://
pbwimmer.wixsite.com/bassclubatwestpoint.

Harry Potter & the Cursed Child Parts 1 and 2 with 
Leisure Travel Services (MWR item)

Tickets are on sale now at Leisure Travel Services for a trip to 
see Harry Potter & the Cursed Child Parts 1 and 2 on March 11. 

The van leaves West Point at 10:30 a.m. and leaves NYC 
immediately after Part 2. The show is at the Lyric Theater, Center 
Balcony, Row B seating. There is a nominal fee for this event 
and includes transportation. 

For reservations and more information, call 845-938-3601.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
West Point families are invited to attend services at the Grace 

Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road in Highland Falls. 
The church is near Thayer Gate.

Services are held at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday and at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday. Sunday School for all ages starts at 9:45 a.m. It also 
has seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. For details 
on the Grace Baptist Church, visit www.gracebaptistny.org.

Army Education Center
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Kathy Yusuf at 845-569-

3633 or email kathy.yusuf@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Erazo at 845-398-4102 

or email gierazo@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Kimberly Heyman at 845-446-5959 
or email kheyman@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling, marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

Army Education Center—Testing Office
The Army Education Center at West Point offers the following  

Army Personnel Tests (APT)—AFCT, DLAB, DLPT and SIFT.  
We also offer the TABE and GT Predictor.

Testing is offered by appointment only. To make an 
appointment, call 845-938-3360 or email Janet Browne 
at janet.p.browne.ctr@mail.mil or Gwenn Wallace at  
gwenn.t.wallace.ctr@mail.mil. 

The AEC is also an Authorized Pearson VUE Testing Site, 
open on a space available basis to Soldiers, civilian personnel, 
military contractors and family members who hold a government  
ID card.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the Commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.m.mierva.ctr@mail.mil or stop by the Army 
Education Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  

Soldier for Life Transition Services
Soldiers who are 24 months out from retiring or 18 months 

out from separating should think about their transition prior to 
the mandatory 12-month mark.

If you want to get started on your future plans, contact Soldier 
for Life Transition Services at 845-6782/0631/0634. The office 
is open 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday and is located at 
622 Swift Road.

Community/mwr

Easter Sunday Brunch and Egg Hunt (MWR item)
Join the West Point Club for its annual Easter Sunday 

Brunch and egg hunt April 12. The first seating is at 10 a.m. 
with an egg hunt at 11:30 a.m. The second seating is at 1 p.m. 
with an egg hunt at 2:30 p.m. 

For a complete menu and more details ,  visi t 
thewestpointclub.com. There is a nominal fee for this event. 

For reservations, call 845-938-5120.

Seafest Night (MWR item)
The West Point Club's Seafest Night is scheduled from 6-9 

p.m. March 27. Enjoy a night of unlimited sea food. 
There is a nominal fee for this event. For more information 

and reservations, call 845-938-5120.

Automotive Skills Center New Hours (MWR item)
The MWR Automotive Skills Center is going to five days 

starting March 1. Hours of operation are 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday, 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday 
and 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday. It is closed on Sunday and Monday. 

For more details, call 845-938-2074.

2019-20 Staff and Faculty Intramural Hockey League 
(MWR item)

The MWR Sports Office is conducting the 2019-20 Staff and 
Faculty Intramural Hockey League. All active duty personnel, 
DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point community 
family members can sign up to play. 

Hockey games will be scheduled at 6 a.m. Monday and 
Thursday and at noon Tuesdays. Season passes must be purchased 
to participate and are now available. The season is ongoing. 

To sign up and/or for more details, contact james.p.mcguinness.
naf@mail.mil or call 845-938-3066.

Dinner-To-Go Delivery Service for West Point Residents 
(MWR item)

The West Point Club’s Dinner-To-Go is available Monday 
through Friday. Place your order by 2 p.m. that day and specify 
delivery time between 5-7 p.m. or a time between 4:30–6:30 p.m. 
to pick up your meal at the West Point Club’s Benny Havens 
Lounge. Delivery service is available for West Point residents 
only. Servings for four to six are available for a nominal fee. 

For pricing and menu items, visit thewestpointclub.com or 
call 845-446-5506/5504. 

Victor Constant Ski Area celebrating 80 years of skiing 
(MWR item)

Come ski at the Victor Constant Ski Area this season and 
shred some snow. Hours of operation at the VCSA during the ski 
season are 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday; 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday; 
and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday. 

MWR offers lessons, daily and seasonal snow passes and 
equipment rental, tuning and repair, locker rentals and so much 
more. 

Rent the ski lodge for your next private or company event. 
For more details, visit victorconstantski.com or call 845-

938-8810.
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT

FOR THE FAMILIES

Wee Ones Reading Group
The Wee Ones Reading Group dates are Feb. 27 and March 

26 at ACS, Building 622 Conference Room. 
The group participates in themed, fun-fi lled activities that 

promote speech development and learning. 
For more details, call 845-938-3655.

CYSitters Babysitter Certifi cation Course
The CYSitters courses are back. A course is open to 11-year-

olds from 3-6:30 p.m. Friday at our MST Center, located at 500 
Washington Road. The course is free. 

Another course open to 12-year-olds and up is scheduled 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday at the Lee CYS Facility, located at 
140 Buckner Loop. The course has a nominal fee. 

Registration for both courses runs through Friday. To register, 
call 845-938-3969.

Wee Ones Open Play Group 
The Wee Ones Open Play Group dates are Monday and 

March 2, 16, 23 and 30 at the Youth Center Gym, Building 500. 
The group is designed for your little one to play, learn and 

make new friends. For more details, call 845-938-3655.

Child & Youth Services Intro to Swim Stroke 
Development Course

The CYS Sports and Instructional Programs will have swim 
classes through March 5 from 6:30-7 p.m. Mondays. 

It is open to youth ages 7 to 18. Lessons will be held at 
Crandall Pool. There is a nominal fee for these classes. To register, 
call 845-938-0939.

CYS Spring Recreation Sports Registration and 
Coaches needed

Registration for the Child & Youth Services Recreational 
Sports Programs will run through March 13. 

Register for soccer, T-ball/baseball, fl ag football or the run 
club. The spring session is from March 30 through May 28. To 
register your child, call 845-938-0939. 

CYS Sports is looking for coaches for the Child and Youth 
Services Spring 2020 Youth Sports programs. 

Coaches are needed for soccer, T-ball/baseball, fl ag football 
and run club. 

Interested candidates can contact the Youth Sports Offi  ce at 
845-938-3208.

West Point Community Nighttime Unit Intramural 
Volleyball League sign-ups

The MWR Sports Offi  ce will conduct the Nighttime Unit 
Intramural Volleyball sign-ups. It is open to all USMA personnel, 
DOD civilians, retirees and their dependents. 

The games will be played 6:30-8:30 p.m., Mondays and 
Thursdays March 16 through May 11 at Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center, second fl oor. 

Deadline for team sign-ups is March 2. Individual sign-ups 
will be accepted through the full volleyball season. For details and 
to sign up, contact Paul Gannon and/or James  McGuinness at the 
FMWR Sports offi  ce at 845-938-3066, or email paul.f.gannon.
naf@mail.mil and/or james.p.mcguinness.naf@mail.mil.

NAF Property Bid Sale for Two 2005 Ford Buses with 
Handicapped Lifts

Bids for two 2005 Ford Buses, both not running and in need 
of work, will be accepted March 11-13 for military personnel and 
DoD civilians and March 16-31 for the general public. 

The busses can be viewed next to the Buffalo Soldier 
Pavilion, Bulding 628. For details, call 845-938-8231.

ACS Exceptional Family Member Program Unifi ed 
Sports

West Point annual Polar Fest Feb. 29
MWR’s annual Polar Fest event will be held from 11 

a.m.-7 p.m. Feb. 29 at the Victor Constant Ski Area. The 
event off ers skiing, snowboarding, paintball shoot relay, eating 
contest and more. 

Early registration pricing is available. For more details, 
visit victorconstantski.com or call 845-938-8810.

West Point Community Noontime Ultimate Frisbee 
Open Play Competition

The MWR Sports Offi  ce will conduct the Noontime Ultimate 
Frisbee Open Play competition. It is open to all USMA personnel, 
DOD civilians, retirees and their dependents. 

The games will be played noon-1 p.m. today, Feb. 27 and 
March 5, 19 and 26 at the Foley Center, across from Michie 
Stadium. For details and to sign up, contact Paul Gannon and/or 
James P. McGuinness at 845-938-3066, or email paul.f.gannon.
naf@mail.mil and/or james.p.mcguinness.naf@mail.mil.

Live music at Victor Constant Ski Area (updated)
Come out to the Constant Ski Area and enjoy live music with 

Steven Wells from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Friday and Feb. 28. 
“Smokin’ Buddie” Steve plays classics of the Rock/Pop era. 

The ACS Exceptional Family Member Program Unifi ed 
Sports will take place at 2 p.m. Sunday at Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center, hosted by our USMA Boxing Team. EFMP 
believes in the power of bringing families and the community 
together to foster an environment of friendship, understanding, 
support and compassion.

 This is all made possible through a partnership with USMA 
cadets, Special Olympics Unifi ed Sports and EFMP creating an 
environment for your child to explore outdoor sport activities in 
a safe and enriching way. 

Times will be determined prior to events and put out through 
email and Facebook. 

For more details, email Josephine.M.Toohey.civ@mail.mil 
or call 845-938-3655.

Philadelphia Flower Show with Leisure Travel Services
Join Leisure Travel Services for its annual trip to the 

Philadelphia Flower Show March 2. Leave West Point at 8 a.m. 
and return to West Point at 8 p.m. 

There is a nominal fee for this event. For reservations and 
more details, call 845-938-3601.

‘60s through today. Enjoy live music at VCSA this season. For 
more details, visit victorconstantski.com or call 845-938-8810.

West Point Staff and 2020 Heart & Sole Aerobic 
Challenge

The MWR Sports Offi  ce will conduct the 2020 Heart & Sole 
Aerobic Challenge. It is open to all USMA personnel, DOD 
civilians, retirees and their dependents. 

The challenge will take place at 9:45 a.m. Saturday at the 
MWR Fitness Center located at 683 Buckner Loop. 

For more details and to sign up, contact Paul Gannon and/or 
James P. McGuinness at the MWR Sports offi  ce at 845-938-3066, 
or email paul.f.gannon.naf@mail.mil and/or james.p.mcguinness.
naf@mail.mil.

West Point Community Skate
The West Point Community Skate at Tate Rink is ongoing 

for the 2019-20 season. The fi nal open skate will be held from 
2:30-4 p.m. March 1.

Open to West Point personnel, DOD personnel and family 
members. Skaters must supply their own skates. For more details, 
call 845-938-3066.

Together, Listening and Connecting Mindfulness for 
Stress Reduction Workshop

Join the Together, Listening and Connecting Mindfulness for 
a Stress Reduction Workshop from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. March 2 
at Army Community Service Building 622. 

In this workshop, participants will learn how to use 
mindfulness tools that reduce everyday stress and thereby 
increase their overall quality of life. 

 For details and to reserve your spot, email Josephine.M.Toohey.
civ@mail.mil or call 845-938-3655.

St. Patrick’s Day Sunday Brunch 
Join the West Point Club for its annual St. Patrick’s Day 

Sunday Brunch from 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. March 15 in the Club’s 
Grand Ballroom. For a complete menu and more details, visit 
thewestpointclub.com. There is a nominal fee for this event. 

For reservations, call 845-938-5120.

Basic Pistol Course
MWR Shooting Sports will be teaching a Basic Pistol Course 

March 21. The classroom portion will begin at 9 a.m. at the 
Buff alo Soldier Pavilion located at 628 Hodges Place.  

After the classroom instruction, participants will put into 
practice what they have learned at the Tronsrue Marksmanship 
Center located at 665 Tower Road (next to the Gillis Field House). 
There is a nominal fee for this course, which includes fi rearm 
rentals and ammunition.  

This course satisfies the Orange County safety class 
requirement in order to apply for a pistol permit. Participants 
will receive a certifi cate. The class is limited to 25 participants.

Register by visiting the Tronsrue range or calling the range 
at 845-938-1700.

West Point Club Wedding Tasting Event
Join the West Point Club from noon-3 p.m. March 22 for its 

annual Wedding Tasting event. Sample its cuisine and meet the 
culinary team. West Point Club booked weddings are entitled to 
two complimentary tickets. 

There is a nominal fee for additional entries. Please RSVP 
by March 12. For details, call 845-446-5506.
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Keller Corner
KACH to provide individual nutrition 
appointments

The Nutrition Care Division at Keller 
Army Community Hospital welcomes Capt. 
Emily Hege, MS, RD, LDN.

Individual nutrition appointments are 
now available. Nutrition counseling is 
available for a variety of conditions including 
weight loss or gain, diabetes, hypertension, 
hyperlipidemia, failure to thrive (lack of 
adequate growth in children), general healthy 
diet education, basic sports nutrition, food 
allergies, chronic GI conditions (such as 
Crohn’s disease, IBD, celiac disease), general 
nutrition concerns and more. 

If you would like to book an appointment 
with the nutritionist, contact the Keller 
Appointment Center at 845-938-7992 or 
800-552-2907. 

Wanted: Greater West Point-area 
runners for a research study 

Researchers at Keller Army Community 
Hospital are looking for greater West Point-
area runners to participate in a study testing a 
wearable shoelace pod for its ability to predict 
running-related injury risk.

The project is called, “START: Simple 
Technology Analyzing Running Technique 
in DOD Beneficiaries.” Participants will 
be asked to wear a lightweight (13 grams) 
shoelace pod for six weeks of physical 
training and running.

To be included you must:
• Be a DOD beneficiary (active duty, 

cadet, or family member). 
• Be between the ages of 18-50.
• Run at least six miles per week.
You cannot participate if you are currently 

on running restrictions or have a history of a 
pregnancy in the last six months.

You will need to come in for three 
sessions totaling approximately two hours of 
study participation. 

After the study, participants are entitled 
to a free wearable shoelace pod along with 
directions of use for how to track running 
form, mileage, cadence and foot strike 
pattern.

For more details or to be a part of the 
study, contact Col. Michael Crowell at 845- 
938-3067, or email runwestpoint@gmail.
com.  

KACH has fl u vaccines
Keller Army Community Hospital has its 

full allotment of pediatric fl u vaccine (6-35 
months) and adult fl u vaccine (36 months 
-adult) and is ready to vaccinate the West 
Point Community and our benefi ciaries.

Flu vaccines will be accepted on a walk-
in basis in the Primary Cared Department, 
from 8-11:30 a.m. and 1-3:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, with the exception of the 
second Thursday of the month when walk-
ins will only be accepted from 8-11:30 a.m.

The number of cases of influenza in 
New York continues to be considered 
prevalent, according to New York State 
Health Commissioner Dr. Howard Zucker. 

Getting vaccinated remains the best way 
for all New Yorkers to protect against the fl u.

JOES lets KACH know how it is doing
Did you receive a Joint Outpatient 

Experience Survey (JOES) in the mail 
after your visit to Keller Army Community 
Hospital? If so, let us know how we did.

JOES has replaced the Army Provider 
Level Satisfaction Survey. 

JOES will combine and standardize 
long-standing methods used by the Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Defense Health Agency/
National Capital Region to learn about 
benefi ciary health care experiences with the 
goal of making them better. 

This single outpatient-visit based 
instrument will assist military treatment 
facilities with their goal of becoming a high 
reliability organization.

Keller requests that you don’t forget to 
fi ll out the survey if you receive it in the mail. 

Keller clinics can receive up to $1,000 for 
each “completely satisfi ed” survey returned. 

KACH Pharmacy OTC Program ended
The Keller Army Community Hospital 

Pharmacy is no longer offering self-care 
over-the-counter medications. This means 
OTC medications will only be available with 
a prescription.

Patients with a prescription written by a 
provider (MTF provider or outside provider) 
will still be able to have those prescriptions 
fi lled. Patients without a prescription for OTC 
medications will have to purchase them on 
the economy. 

Friday—“A Hidden Life,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“1917,” R, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 28—“Just Mercy,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 29—“Dolittle,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

• National Love Your Pet Day:  
National Love Your Pet Day is today. It 
encourages being affectionate with your 
pet. 

Submit a photo of your pet dressed in 
his or her favorite outfit, and West Point 
Family Homes will share your pet photo 
on social media. 

The best dressed pet will win bragging 
rights at West Point and a prize for your 
fur baby. Send your pictures to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com for judging. 

 
• Mardi Gras King Cake: Join WPFH 

from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Tuesday at B126 
Washingotn Road to celebrate Mardi Gras. 

A Mardi Gras King Cake will be served 
with a plastic baby hidden in the cake. 

The person who gets the baby is 
supposed to have good luck for a year. To 
register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com.

•  Read Across America Day: 
WPFH will celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday 
from 9:30-11 a.m. March 3 at B126 
Washington Road. 

Following enjoyable tales by Dr. Seuss, 
there will be crafts, fun and party time. 

Join WPFH for a Seussically time. To 
register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by 
Feb. 28.  
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By Frank Shala
Army Athletic Communications

As the team heads down the final stretch 
of the regular season, the Army West Point 
wrestling team scored a 29-7 dual match 
win against EIWA foe Bucknell Sunday in 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. 

The Black Knights (9-3, 3-1 EIWA) won 
eight of their 10 matches against the Bison 
(9-6, 8-3 EIWA), including three bonus-point 

Wrestling takes down Bucknell 29-7
victories.

With the dual match beginning at 184 
pounds, senior Noah Stewart was able to set 
the tempo from the start. The Lewistown, 
Pennsylvania, native scored a fall victory at the 
buzzer of the second period to give the Black 
Knights an early 6-0 lead. After Bucknell was 
able to get on the board with a decision win 
at 197, Army rattled off wins in the next four 
matches to take control of the dual. 

In the heavyweight bout, junior Bobby 

Heald won a 4-1 decision over Brandon Stokes. 
At 125 pounds, senior Trey Chalifoux scored 
early and throughout, as he earned a 15-3 major 
decision over Geo Barzona. 

The 133- and 141-pound contests 
were tight affairs from start to finish.  
Freshmen Andrew Wert Jr. (3-2 dec.) and Logan 
Brown (8-7 dec.) both were able to hang on to 
one-point wins to make it 19-3 after six matches. 

Matthew Kolonia won Bucknell’s second 
match at 149 pounds—a 15-3 major decision 

over senior Noah Hanau. 
The dual clincher for Army came at 157 

pounds, with sophomore Markus Hartman 
winning an 8-2 decision. 

In a battle between two nationally-ranked 
wrestlers at 165 pounds, senior Cael McCormick 
battled Zach Hartman for three periods, earning 
a 2-1 decision. 

The final bout of the day saw senior Ben 
Harvey with a dominant 12-3 major decision 
over Mitch Hartman to make it a 29-7 final.

In a battle between two nationally-ranked wrestlers at 165 pounds, senior Cael McCormick (above) battled Zach Hartman for three periods, earning a 2-1 
decision. Overall, the Army West Point wrestling team scored a 29-7 dual match win against EIWA foe Bucknell Sunday in Lewisburg, Pa. 
                              Photo by Army Athletic Communications
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MEN'S LACROSSE

SUNDAY, 1 P.M.—SYRACUSE, SYRACUSE, NEW YORK.

FEB. 29, NOON—HOLY CROSS, MICHIE STADIUM.

MARCH 3, 3 P.M.—BINGHAMTON, MICHIE STADIUM.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

SATURDAY, 11 A.M.—NAVY, CHRISTL ARENA.

FEB. 29, 1 P.M.—COLGATE, CHRISTL ARENA.

HOCKEY

FRIDAY, 7:05 P.M.—SACRED HEART, TATE RINK.

SATURDAY, 7:05 P.M.—SACRED HEART, TATE RINK.

FEB. 29, 7:05 P.M.—AIC, TATE RINK.

Sports calendar
MEN'S BASKETBALL

SATURDAY, 1:30 P.M.—NAVY, CHRISTL ARENA.

WEDNESDAY, 7 P.M.—HOLY CROSS, CHRISTL ARENA.

WOMEN'S LACROSSE

FEB. 29, 3 P.M.—SIENA, MICHIE STADIUM.

WRESTLING

SATURDAY, 7:30 P.M.—NAVY, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND.

GYMNASTICS

FEB. 29, 1 P.M.—AIR FORCE, GROSS CENTER.

MARCH 7, 1 P.M.—WILLIAM & MARY, GROSS CENTER.
**VIEW ARMY WEST POINT SCHEDULE AT WWW.GOARMYWESTPOINT.COM/CALENDAR.ASPX?.

Women’s Lacrosse cruises to road win at Columbia
The Army West Point women’s lacrosse team earned its fi rst road victory of the year with a 16-7 victory against Columbia Saturday in New York. Junior attack 
Jackie Brattan paced the Black Knights’ (2-0) off ense against the Lions (0-1), posting a game-high six points on fi ve goals and an assist. Senior midfi elder 
Samantha Stewart (above) and junior attack Cameron Manor also combined for six goals. Stewart also logged fi ve draw controls and a career-high seven 
ground balls.                                                                                  Photo by Army Athletic Communications
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Hockey completes sweep, defeats Mercyhurst 4-1
Senior forward Dominic Franco (#11) finished the weekend with four points thanks to a pair of goals Saturday to lead the Black Knights to a 4-1 win at Mercyhurst 
in Erie, Pa.                              Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point hockey team completed a weekend 
sweep with a 4-1 win at Mercyhurst on Saturday night in Erie, 
Pennsylvania. 

The Black Knights picked up six points over the weekend 
for Atlantic Hockey rankings as they approach the end of the 
regular season. 

Army is currently third with 47 points behind teams that 
it will face in the coming weeks. 

Senior forward Dominic Franco finished the weekend with 
four points thanks to a pair of goals Saturday to lead the Cadets. 

How it happened   
• The Black Knights broke out with the first goal of the 

game with 1:20 remaining in the first period. 
• Freshman forward Brett Abdelnour scored for the third 

game in a row for Army with help from junior forward Mason 

Krueger and freshman forward John Keranen. 
• The Lakers knotted the score at 11:07 in the second stanza 

thanks to a power play goal, but Army responded with another 
goal of its own a minute later.

• Senior forward Brendan Soucie found the back of the 
net during four-on-four action to re-gain the Cadets’ lead. He 
was assisted by freshman defenseman Thomas Farrell and 
sophomore forward Eric Butte. 

• Franco padded Army’s lead in the third with a power play 
score at the 13:39 minute mark. 

• The extra man unit of junior defenseman John 
Zimmerman and senior defenseman Alex Wilkinson aided in 
the scoring play. 

• Senior assistant captain Franco didn’t stop there and 
netted an empty net, shorthanded goal with 1:46 remaining to 
put the game out of reach. 

• Junior defenseman Cody Fleckenstein and junior 
goaltender Trevin Kozlowski were credited with the assists 
on the final goal of the night. 

Highlights and game notes
• The weekend sweep marked the first time since the 

Canisius series in November that the Black Knights swept a 
series on the road. 

• Franco recorded two points for the second-straight 
contest. It was the fourth multi-goal game in his career, while 
it marked his 22nd multi-point game. 

• Franco totaled his ninth goal of the season and 20th 
point. He inches closer to 100 career points with 44 goals, 51 
assists and 95 points. 

• Kozlowski earned his third consecutive win as the 
netminder with 17 saves.

• Abdelnour recorded a goal for the Black Knights for the 
third-straight game. 

• Soucie scored for the second time during the weekend 
to bring his season total to four with six points. In his career, 
the senior boasts 34 goals and 62 points. 

• Junior defenseman Matt Berkovitz finished the weekend 
with four points, while Krueger had three. 
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Men’s Lacrosse rolls to 3-0, tops Rutgers 15-4
Freshman midfi elder Jacob Morin (#90) celebrates as he recorded one of his career-high fi ve goals to help No. 13/14 Army West Point men’s lacrosse to a 
15-4 victory over No. 19 Rutgers Saturday at Michie Stadium.                                               Photo by Army Athletic Communications

tHe

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

Backed by sophomore goaltender Wyatt 
Schupler’s 16-save performance, the No. 13/14 
Army West Point men’s lacrosse team topped 
No. 19 Rutgers, 15-4, Saturday at Michie 
Stadium to improve to 3-0 on the year with two 
top-20 victories. 

The Scarlet Knights entered the contest 
averaging 18.5 goals per game, but the Black 
Knights held them to four total. It was Rutgers’ 
lowest scoring output since a 13-4 loss on Apr. 
10, 2012. 

This season, Army has allowed just 3.00 
goals per game on average. 

Schupler made 16 saves in 50:03 minutes 
of action allowing just two scores. 

Freshman faceoff  specialist Stevie Grabher 
was outstanding at the faceoff  x for the Black 
Knights with a .750 winning percentage (12-
for-16) including an 11 consecutive faceoff  
win streak.  

Freshman midfi elder Jacob Morin recorded 
a career-high fi ve goals in the game, while 

senior attack Sean O’Brien notched three. 
The pair have notched a hat trick in two 

consecutive contests. 
Army is now riding a three-game winning 

streak against Rutgers and improved to 59-23-1 
all-time against the Scarlet Knights. 

How it happened   
• The Black Knights charged ahead to a 

4-0 lead before the Scarlet Knights got onto 
the board. 

• Sophomore attack Gunner Philipp was 
fi rst to score in the game off  an assist from 
senior midfi elder Matt Manown. 

• Morin netted two in the stretch with 
one coming from sophomore attack Brendan 
Nichtern, while senior attack Miles Silva picked 
up a loose ball after a shot and scored on top 
of the crease. 

• Rutgers scored with 3:59 on the clock to 
made in a three-goal game. It was the fi rst, fi rst 
half goal of the season by an opponent. 

• Manown gave Army momentum heading 
into the second quarter though off  a feed from 
sophomore midfi elder Danny Kielbasa with 10 

seconds on the clock. This sparked an 8-0 run 
for the Black Knights. 

• Junior attack Nicholas Garofano connected 
with Morin before sophomore midfi elder Bobby 
Abshire put up Army’s seventh tally of the 
game off  an assist by freshman midfi elder Ryan 
Sposito to give the Cadets a 7-1 lead at half. 

• Army opened the second half with fi ve 
goals in a row to go up 12-1. 

• O’Brien tallied back-to-back scores 
spaced seven seconds apart to open up the fi nal 
30 minutes of play. 

• Nichtern and Grabher were credited with 
the assists before Liam Davenport posted his 
fi rst goal of the year as O’Brien set up the play. 

• Philipp recorded his second in the game 
before Abshire found Silva for a score in front. 

• With 1:39 on the clock in the third, the 
Scarlet Knights netted their second of the 
contest. 

• A minute later, Nichtern and Morin 
worked together for his fourth goal of the game. 

• O’Brien tallied another, this time from 
Kielbasa before Morin and Abshire connected 
again for the fi nal Black Knights tally of the 

day. 
• Rutgers scored twice in the fi nal fi ve 

minutes to make the fi nal 15-4 in favor of Army. 

Highlights and game notes
• Army improved to 802-394-7 in program 

history and is closing in on Navy’s 806-364-14 
mark all-time.

• The Black Knights continued their 
defensive dominance allowing just four goals 
against a top-20 team. 

• Army has outscored its opponents 51-9 to 
open the 2020 season with an average 14-point 
winning margin. 

• Seven Black Knights had multiple-point 
performances. 

• Grabher went 12-for-16 at the faceoff  x 
with a 75% effi  ciency. He posted a career-high 
nine ground balls to lead both teams.

• Morin added three ground balls to his fi ve 
goals in the eff ort, also a career-high. 

• The Black Knights were full speed ahead 
in the game and held an advantage in ground 
balls (37-20), faceoffs won (15-7), caused 
turnovers (22-5) and shots 39-37.




