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(Above) Wreaths were placed all throughout the West Point Cemetery Saturday 
during a Wreaths Across America event. No grave went uncovered thanks to 
generous donations from sponsorships and non-profi ts. (Left) A young family 
learns the value of tradition and honor found by sacrifi cing veterans’ lives  
through the laying of wreaths at the Wreaths Across America ceremony. See 
Page 3 for story and photos from the West Point Wreaths Across America     
ceremony.                                                                   Photos by Michele Schneider/PV

Holiday spirit 
at cemetery
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WPMS students learn beyond textbooks during Hispanic Author’s Assembly

From left to right, students Charlotte Black (Grade 8), Christopher Ortega 
(Grade 7), Mario Gonzalez Marquez (Grade 6), Franki Gonzalez Marquez (Grade 
6), Nicholas Keehn (Grade 8), Maddie McInvale (Grade 8) and Gabriela Moreno 
(Grade 8) pose with Guillermo Fesser (center) before participating in a reflection 
group.               Photo by Kerri Schools

By Michelle Schneider
PV Photojournalist

“I shall not spare any effort or trouble for 
the benefit of the colonies.” These bold words 
demonstrated the courage of Bernardo de 
Galvez from Spain. 

The history of Galvez was brought back to 
life by Guillermo Fesser in his children’s book, 
“Get to know Bernardo de Galvez.” Fesser 
visited West Point Middle School on Dec. 5 
as a guest speaker for the Hispanic Author’s 
Assembly.

Spanish and ESL teacher Domenica Conte 
said that leaders, teachers and parents at West 
Point are a tight-knit community dedicated to 
enriching students’ experiences during school. 
They regularly host assemblies throughout 
the year to expose students to international 
perspectives and future career options. The 
Hispanic Author Assembly was one example 
of a well-rounded learning opportunity. 

“The whole school assembly involves 
everything we do in social studies and addresses 
the fine arts as far as the book itself,” Conte said. 
“The story talks about a Spanish military leader, 
a colonial governor of Spanish Louisiana, 
contemporary of George Washington and for 
(the person) whom Galveston, Texas is named. 
He’s a historical figure in the Spanish world and 
in American history.”

Fesser’s visit was not just about a history 
lesson, although that is one learning objectives 
of leadership at West Point Middle School. He 
also taught students about the process of writing 
a children’s book, from character design to 
scene perspectives such as how lighting is used 

to create different moods. Fesser, a Spanish 
journalist, radio personality and television 
producer has used his background to research 
and write several books.

During the assembly, he also shared that 
after moving from Madrid to the United States, 
he realized there were many references about 
the Spanish culture in the country that he 
never thought about. He discovered the oldest 
synagogue in New York City was founded by a 
Spaniard, that the Hudson River was originally 
called the Rio San Antonio and that the state 
of Oregon was named after oregano fields by 
Spanish travelers. 

“I started thinking, what is happening here? 
At that time, the politics in our country were 
changing and there was a lot of animosity about 
the immigrants and the Latinos. Things were 
said, that they did not belong here, they are 
trying to get our jobs and they are newcomers,” 
Fesser said. “So, I went to a publisher in Miami 
and said that we need to tell the real story. We 
don’t have to preach, just tell the story about 
the Spanish roots in this country. Latinos are 
part of the textile of America and I said, I think 
I know the way.” 

He went on to share that he found an 
American Spanish hero named Bernardo de 
Gálvez who has a story that could help bring 
things into perspective. Fesser said at the time 
of the Revolutionary War, two-thirds of the 
United States was called New Spain. Without 
the help of those two-thirds or the Latino people 
who lived there during the war, Fesser believes 
George Washington would not have achieved 
independence.

“I would love for the students to know that 

the people who speak Spanish in the United 
States belong here as much as anyone else. They 
are not newcomers, not everyone is illiterate, 
poor and miserable. There are Latino people 
who have done crucial stuff for this country, are 
part of the history and they helped to make this 
country the way it is,” Fesser said. “Hopefully 
what I see is the Latino kids in school get back 
the pride and self-esteem that has been taken 
from them with all this rhetoric that we hear.”

After the Hispanic Author Assembly, eight 
students from Conte’s classes were selected to 
partake in a reflection group to talk about what 
they learned. 

During the discussion, students shared how 
the assembly provided them an opportunity 
to be educated about the research, linguistic 
and artistic processes involved in illustrating 
a book. 

When asked why they think West Point 
Middle School hosts these types of events, one 
student shared there is much to learn beyond 
what they are taught in school.

“I think it’s to show us different career 
opportunities and to educate us about how Mr. 
Fesser did research and found that there’s more 
than what is shown to you in school and you 
can look beyond what you’re taught,” eighth 
grader Nicholas Keehn said.

Another eighth grade student shared her 
idea of one of the most important messages she 
took away from the author.

“I liked his message about how everyone 
belongs even though they come from different 
backgrounds and have different interests,” 

Maddie McInvale said. “I thought it was cool 
that his motivation was for his children and 
that he wanted to show them that they belong 
just as much as any American and that we are 
all diverse.”

A sixth grader shared a different perspective 
of the importance of why events like the 
Hispanic Author Assembly are important, 
which is to broaden peoples’ understanding and 
acceptance through learning more about history.  

“West Point was part of the war, and if West 
Point wasn’t here and the Spanish people did 
not help, the war may have taken too long, or the 
Americans may have surrendered,” Francisco 
Gonzalez Marquez said.

West Point Middle School regularly hosts 
events throughout the year with advanced 
learning objectives to expand students’ cultural 
awareness, open their world to various careers 
and inspire them to use as many resources as 
they can to learn. Conte shared that she hopes 
that the assemblies and school events will make 
an impact on her students. 

“There are little things, even in your youth, 
that will just click. And you’ll say, ‘You know 
what, I’d really like to do this. This is something 
that speaks to me,’ and so that’s what we want to 
do,” Conte said. “We throw little bread crumbs 
out there for the children and this way they say 
this really speaks to me or I understand. Many 
will come back years later and say, ‘I remember 
when you did this, and it was so much fun.’ 
It’s life experiences that speak to many of the 
children, and that’s what we want the children 
to get from the assemblies.”

Guillermo Fesser speaks and laughs with students while teaching them about 
the processes involved with developing a children’s book Dec. 5 at the West 
Point Middle School.                            Photo by Michelle Schneider
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Patriotism, appreciation is backbone of Wreaths Across America

 POINTIN FOCUS: WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

Story and photos by Michelle Schneider
PV Photojournalist

Several years ago, a truckload of over 5,000 
balsam tree branches was about to go to waste, 
but Morrill Worcester knew exactly how to put 
them to good use as the owner of the Worcester 
Wreath Company. 

Worcester’s idea to place wreaths upon 
veterans’ graves was sparked by his patriotism 
and deep appreciation for those who died to 
protect America’s freedom. With the help 
of Maine Senator Olympia Snowe, many  
volunteers placed them on graves at the 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

The Wreaths Across America story began as 
a small-scale event in December 1992 and has 
grown into a beloved international symbol for 
honoring a veteran’s life and service, especially 
given through sacrifice. Approximately 1.6 
million wreaths have been placed on graves 
throughout over 1,400 locations in all 50 U.S. 
states, veteran cemeteries in foreign lands 
and at sea. 

A veteran’s wreath is made up of 10 balsam 
branches and according to Worcester, each 
branch helps describe the characteristics and 
qualities that make up an American veteran. 

• The first branch stands for the veteran’s 
faith in God. 

• The second branch stands for the love 
for one another. 

• The third branch stands for the veteran’s 
strength, work ethic and character. 

• The fourth branch stands for the veteran’s 
honesty and integrity. 

• The fifth branch stands for the veteran’s 
humility, selflessness and modesty. 

• The sixth branch stands for the veteran’s 
ambitions and aspirations. 

• The seventh branch stands for the 
veteran’s optimism for his or her fellow 
Americans and for our country. 

• The eighth branch stands for the veteran’s 
concern for the future and future generations. 

• The ninth branch stands for the veteran’s 
pride in carrying out his or her duties. 

• The 10th and final branch stands for the 
veteran’s hopes and dreams that did not always 
come true but left him or her with no regrets. 

“Ask yourself. Where would I be? What 
would my life be like were it not for our 

veterans who stepped up for us time and time 
again over the course of this nation’s history?” 
Worcester said.

The 10th annual Wreaths Across America 
ceremony was hosted Saturday at the West 
Point Cemetery. The tradition of laying wreaths 
began in 2010 with six people and 70 wreaths, 
and for the last five years, the entire cemetery 
has been covered due to generous sponsorships 
of various non-profits and volunteers. 

Worcester’s wife, Karen, is the executive 
director of Wreaths Across America. She 
shared that over 2.5 million volunteers partake 
in laying of the wreath ceremonies throughout 
the world, and a third of them are children.

“Many families can take their kids to those 
sacred grounds and teach them what you think 
is important for them to know about our past 
and about our future. That’s very special, 
especially around the holidays when families 
are missing their loved ones so very much,” 
Worcester said. “The laying of the wreaths is 
not just for decoration, it’s a gift from grateful 
Americans for those who have sacrificed and 
served to make us free. It is also the most 
incredible history lesson by introducing kids 
to the people who gave them freedom.”

Many of the people in attendance were 
members of the local civilian community 
who have veteran family members and friends 
buried at the West Point Cemetery. Some 
people said Wreaths Across America means 
finding a sense of closure and to remember 

their fallen loved ones, while others said they 
find it as a sense of patriotic duty to honor 
service members. 

Diane Malichio is a mother of four children 
whose husband was friends with a colonel 
buried at the West Point Cemetery, she said. 
Most years, she brings her entire family 
because she feels it’s a great way to honor the 
veterans who served them. This is her third 
year in attendance.

“I bring myself and my kids to show the 
example of honoring the military and those 
who serve our country, and I want them to learn 
that honor and dedication through service,” 
Malichio said. “The wreath to me is like a hug 
with arms of love. It’s a universal symbol of 
love and appreciation, and laying the wreath 
is about caring for people who volunteer their 
time and dedicate themselves to military 
service.” 

Liz Santamorena, her husband and two 
daughters have been attending Wreaths Across 
America at the West Point Cemetery for eight 
years. She said that she feels it’s a wonderful 
cause, a great way to start the holiday season 
and makes them feel patriotic to attend. 

“This is our way to give back, thank them 
and feel connected. West Point is such a special 
place and I’m honored to live in this area and 
be a part of this,” Santamorena said. “All these 
young, old and new military families—it’s a 
great honor to be around them and be part of 
this beautiful and historic place.” 

The West Point Glee Club sings to commemorate fallen service members 
during the Wreaths Across America ceremony Saturday at the West Point Old 
Cadet Chapel.

Hundreds of local civilian community members make their way to the Wreaths Across America trucks to unload and 
place wreaths upon graves Saturday at the West Point Cemetery. 
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USMA grads, Nininger recipients lead Army-Navy flyover  
By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

Before toe meets leather and the Army-
Navy Game starts Saturday, fans in Lincoln 
Financial Field with be treated to an aerial 
spectacle from the 82nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade from the 82nd Airborne Division. 

Six AH-64 Apache helicopters from the 
brigade will perform the Army flyover that 
annually takes place before the game. After 
being tasked with the flyover a few months 
ago, the brigade immediately set out to find a 
way to make the flyover special and unique, 
which led them to pack as many U.S. Military 
Academy ties into the six cockpits as possible. 

During the flyover, 10 of the 12 pilots will 
be West Point grads. The pilots will include 
a former Army football player, the sister of 
a current cadet who is a taking part in the 
marathon team’s ball run, a member of a Gold 
Star family and leading the formation in the 
Gun One position will be the 2013 and 2019 
recipients of the West Point Association of 
Graduates Nininger Award. 

“There’s no doubt that it’s a bucket 
list item,” said Maj. Anthony Fuscellaro, 
USMA Class of 2005, the 2013 Nininger 
Award recipient and current aviation brigade 
executive officer. “Especially for me, I’m from 
Philadelphia. I’ve gone to all the Army-Navy 
games as a cadet obviously, but a lot of Army-
Navy games since I’ve been an Old Grad. I’ve 
always enjoyed the atmosphere. The flyover 
from the Army perspective is a huge motivator. 
It brings a lot of enthusiasm for the cadets and 
for the football team.”

Capt. Lindsay Gordon Heisler, USMA 
Class of 2012, a company commander in 
the 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade, received 
the Nininger Award in October and will join 

Fuscellaro in the cockpit of the lead helicopter. 
“I’m really excited, I think being Gun One, 

it’ll be really cool to see the stadium,” Gordon 
Heisler said. “The aircraft behind us, they’re 
going to be so focused on what we’re doing. I 
think we’re going to be able to enjoy the flyover 
a little more because we can look out in front of 
us and see the stadium and watch the football 
team run out to the field.”

Once the pilots were chosen, the six 
helicopter crews began practicing their 
formation and timing for the flyover. Four of 
the helicopters will form a diamond pattern in 
the air and the other two will flank the left and 
right corners creating a pyramid shape for those 
watching from the ground. 

The helicopters will only be one rotor disk 
or roughly 40 feet from each other throughout 
the flyover, making it a high-risk maneuver 
Fuscellaro said. To make sure they have the 
spacing right and can time the flyover correctly, 
the crews have done at least 15 practice 
flyovers in the weeks leading up to the game 
at a local high school football stadium.

They will then take more practice runs 
once they arrive in Philadelphia for the game. 

“As we go inbound over the stadium, 
you’re dealing with not only the airspace of 
Philly International, which is a somewhat 
complicated area, but more so you’re dealing 
with the environmental factors as you head 
over Interstate 95 and toward Lincoln Financial 
Field,” Fuscellaro said. “We will be pulling the 
wind off the highway and will be low enough 
that we will actually feel that.”

The Apache helicopters will be the second 
flyover of the game as Navy planes will also 

conduct a pregame flyover, but the rivalry on 
the field extends to the air as Fuscellaro said, he 
has, “no interest in a Navy flyover whatsoever.”

Fuscellaro entered West Point as a plebe in 
2001 and was able to celebrate a win over Navy 
with his classmates during his first Army-Navy 
Game experience as a cadet. They rushed the 
field and celebrated, not knowing it would be 
the last one Army would win for more than a 
decade. 

“I was so happy at the end of the game 
and kind of the experience of the weekend in 
general,” Fuscellaro said. “Then ironically, that 
was the last win I saw in my career until I was 
a major. I never would have predicted that had 
I thought about it as a plebe.”

Gordon Heisler didn’t get a chance to see 
Army win during her cadet career, but she had 
her own field rushing experience in 2016 when 
she attended the game with family and friends 
and saw Army snap the 14-game losing streak. 

Now, as they flyover before the game 
Fuscellaro and Gordon Heisler say they hope 
they can help motivate the football team as 
the Black Knights look to secure their fourth 
straight win over the Midshipmen, while also 
inspiring current cadets to pursue a career in 
aviation upon graduation.

“We’re trying to inspire cadets who are 
standing there in that stadium to think, ‘Hey, 
that could be me someday,’” Fuscellaro said. 
“You know, to have a female cow (junior) look 
up and say, ‘That’s Capt. Lindsay Heisler. She 
was the Nininger winner. She’s flying over 
the Army-Navy Game and I could be her in 
a few years.’ That is an awesome thing to be 
a part of.”

Capt. Lindsay Gordon Heisler, U.S. Military Academy Class of 2012 graduate, receives the 2019 Nininger Award presented 
by the West Point Association of Graduates Oct. 25. Heisler received the award for her actions on Dec. 5, 2015, when 
she was deployed in Afghanistan. Gordon Heisler will now lead the Army-Navy flyover in the Gun One position of the 
AH-64 Apache helicopter formation with fellow Nininger Award recipient, Maj. Anthony Fuscellaro, Saturday at Lincoln 
Financial Field in Philadelphia.                   Photo by Brandon O'Connor/PV

Maj. Anthony Fuscellaro, U.S. Military Academy Class of 2005 graduate, the 
2013 Nininger Award recipient and current aviation brigade executive officer, 
is tabbed to lead the Army-Navy flyover in the Gun One position of the AH-64 
Apache helicopter formation with fellow Nininger Award recipient, Capt. Lindsay 
Heisler, Saturday at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia. 
       Photo by Anthony Battista/USMA PAO

 POINT IN FOCUS: ARMY-NAVY GAME FLYOVER
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Firsties reflect on Army-Navy rivalry before last game as cadets

 POINTIN FOCUS: FIRSTIES LAST ARMY-NAVY GAME

By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

Saturday, the cadets in the U.S. Military 
Academy’s Class of 2020 will try to do 
something few have done in the academy’s 
history—beat Navy four years in a row.

When the members of the class arrived at 
West Point on Reception Day in 2016, Army 
football had found itself at one of the lowest 
points in its storied history. The Black Knights 
had lost to their archrival, the Midshipmen of 
the U.S. Naval Academy, 14 years in a row in 
the annual Army-Navy Game.

What had once been a back and forth contest 
between equals, had become a lopsided rivalry 
dominated by Navy.

That losing streak now feels like distant 
history as the Class of 2020 stands on the cusp 
of becoming the first class since 1997 to go 
undefeated against Navy during its time at the 
academy. 

“I knew I wanted to be a part of something 
special when I got here, and we were able to 
flip the switch in the Army-Navy Game,” Class 
of 2020 Cadet Elijah Riley, a starting defensive 
back on the football team, said. “My freshman 
year, sophomore year, junior year (we won) and 
we’re looking to do the same thing this year.”

As plebes (freshmen) in 2016, the cadets 
in the Class of 2020 headed to Baltimore for 
their first Army-Navy Game. They had not 
been scarred by losses like their classmates. The 
Black Knights had lost by four in a close game 
the year before, lost by a touchdown in 2014 
and the firsties (seniors) at the time had seen 
Navy blow them out their plebe year. 

Entering the 2016 Army-Navy Game, it had 
already been a season of change for the Army 
team. After winning only two games the year 
before, the Black Knights already had six before 
the rivalry game and were bowl bound for the 

first time since 2010.
Then, Ahmad Bradshaw, USMA Class of 

2017, scored a touchdown with six minutes 
remaining to put Army up 21-17, before the 
defense sealed the victory for Army ending 
Navy’s longest winning streak in the series. 

“It was absolutely crazy just knowing it 
had been so long since we won,” Class of 2020 
Cadet Joshua Phillips said. “It was just unreal. 
When the game clock ran out, it was just like we 
couldn’t believe it. That’s when we all rushed 
the field. It was pretty special though, especially 
for it to happen during our plebe year.”

Cadets threw their hats in the air, rushed 
the field and let 14 years of pent-up frustration 
erupt into jubilation. Then for the first time 
since 2001, the corps and the Army fans had 
the chance to sing second as the victor.

“I remember people just throwing me 
over the side of the wall and just rushing the 
field and losing my hat,” Class of 2020 Cadet 
Haley Watson said. “It was probably like a 
six-foot jump that we made and falling on the 
ground and just not even caring and running 
up to cameras and screaming in the lens of the 
camera just so excited. There was just such an 
energy that could only be felt by being there. It 
was really cool.”

Maj. Anthony Fuscellaro, USMA Class of 
2005, who will be leading the pregame flyover 
Saturday also saw Army win his plebe year at 
the academy. He then never had the chance to 
see Army win again until he had reached the 
rank of major in the Army. 

The Class of 2020 would prove to be 
considerably more fortunate than Fuscellaro and 
his classmates as the Black Knights once again 
secured victory in 2017 when Navy missed a 
last second field goal in the driving snow.

As Riley prepares to take the field for the 
final time in an Army uniform Saturday, it was 
the moment in 2017 when the Navy field goal 

went wide left, the corps once again rushed the 
field and he then began making snow angels on 
the field that he said stands out as his favorite 
Army-Navy moment. 

By last year, the script had flipped all the 
way from 2015 as Army entered the game as 
the heavy favorite during one of its best seasons 
in decades and beat the Mids in a game that 
was never really in doubt. But this year, Army 
once again enters the game as underdogs. 
The Black Knights have had an up and down 
season, while Navy will arrive in Philadelphia 
nationally-ranked.

“Not having a loss in our four years at West 
Point would be a really big deal,” Class of 2020 
Cadet Murray Johnston said. “I think we’re all 
kind of hedging our bets. We’re all nervous 
because we don’t want this to be the one that 
breaks it.”

Despite the odds seemingly being against 
them, the Class of 2020 refuses to be deterred. 
They entered the academy without the thought 
of losing. They felt victory from the get-go, 
have never endured a loss and don’t plan to on 

their way out of the academy.
“I can’t fathom walking away disappointed 

this year,” Watson said. “I have a lot of friends 
on the football team and that is something they 
can’t fathom either. All we know is winning 
at this point. We’re not willing to get familiar 
with losing. There’s just no other option going 
into this year.”

When the game kicks off Saturday, the 
members of the class will be looking for more 
than a win. They will be looking for eternal 
bragging rights over their rival. After entering 
the academy with Army on a 14-year losing 
streak, they have a chance to sweep the series 
and write a story none could have predicted 
when they arrived at the academy.

“That’s going to be a little bit of bragging 
rights for the Class of 2020,” Phillips said of 
their reaction if they go 4-0. “We’re never going 
to let that go. We probably need to put up a 
statue or something, or leave behind a mark or 
something that says, ‘Hey, the Class of 2020 
was here,’ but that’s just going to be amazing 
and I’ll never forget it.”

Class of 2020 Cadet Murray Johnston, left, takes part in the West Point marathon 
team's ball run prior to the 2018 Army-Navy Game. Johnston will particpate in 
his fourth Army-Navy Ball run this week. 
         Courtesy of Class of 2020 Cadet Murray Johnston

Class of 2020 Cadet Haley Watson, left, attends the 2018 Army-Navy Game.
                Courtesy of Class of 2020 Cadet Haley Watson

C l a s s  o f 
2020 Cadet 
J o s h u a 
P h i l l i p s , 
r i g h t , 
a t t e n d s 
t h e  2 0 1 8 
Army-Navy 
Game as a 
member of 
the Cadet 
Spirit Band. 
C o u r t e s y 
of Class of 
2020 Cadet 
J o s h u a 
Phillips
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SWAT-C brings cadets, midshipmen together for greater good
By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

When the U.S. Military Academy’s close 
combat team faced off against the U.S. Naval 
Academy this past weekend in Quantico, 
Virginia, each team was equipped with a few 
more tools than they typically carry into a 
competition.

Drones flew through the air, unmanned 
ground vehicles roamed the streets and 
communication signals were jammed. This was 
no ordinary small squad combat competition. 
It was one of two Squad with Autonomous 
Teammates–Challenges that take place every 
academic year with one occurring each 
semester.

SWAT-C is sponsored by the Office of Naval 
Research and serves as a capstone research 
project for cadets and midshipmen. A squad 
from West Point’s close combat team and their 
Navy counterpart then serve as the beta testers 
and boots on the ground Soldiers who use the 
equipment and give feedback.

“We field the systems and then we give 
them feedback,” Class of 2021 Cadet Parker 
Minotti, a member of the close combat team, 
said. “We’re almost like the miniature client 

for them. They ask us what we can use to win 
as the warfighters.”

At West Point, the capstone is a collaborative 
effort between the Department of Military 
Instruction and the Department of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science. The close 
combat squad that uses the equipment includes 
14 cadets and the research team includes 11 
firsties (seniors) from a variety of academic 
departments. 

“It’s almost like rapid prototyping,” 
said Class of 2020 Cadet Benjamin Xu, an 
engineering management major and member 
of the research team. “We have several 
commercial off the shelf systems we can dish 
out to our ground team right now, but we’re 
also trying to build our own unmanned ground 
vehicles, and unmanned aerial vehicles.”

For most capstone projects, cadets have 
both semesters to produce a product for their 
client, but the SWAT-C research team has only 
a few months to have their first iteration up 
and running because the first competition takes 
place at the end of the fall semester. 

This year’s team has chosen to build the 
vast majority of their unmanned systems from 
scratch instead of using off the shelf models. 
By building them, the cadets have more ability 

to customize the devices to the ground force’s 
needs. The team’s goal is to eventually make 
them fully autonomous, but that may end up 
having to be a task for a future capstone team.

The SWAT-C research team is also working 
with the Department of Defense’s Android 
Tactical Assault Kit, which provides users with 
a satellite map where they can track friendly 
forces on the same network and also drop pins 
to show where enemies are. Think a minimap 
in Fortnite or Call of Duty, but in the form of 
a smartphone attached to a Soldier’s chest or 
forearm.

The team is also working on devices 
to identify, locate and possibly jam enemy 
communication signals. Whether it is a drone, 
a jammer or the ATAK, the goal is to develop 
and test technology that will keep Soldiers safe 
in the field and make their jobs easier. 

“We’re basically trying to design systems 
that help augment and help our infantry squads 
gain a tactical advantage in the battlefield, 
especially during conflict or during a firefight,” 
Xu said. “We’re trying to build it and them to  
have better communications, better situational 
awareness and more options for lethal or 
nonlethal means of engagement.”

Along with designing equipment, the 
purpose of SWAT-C is to test how Soldiers 
can use the equipment and what they may or 
may not find necessary. By taking the devices 
out of the lab and equipping the close combat 

team with them for a competition against Navy, 
both academy’s research teams and the Office 
of Naval Research are able to get immediate 
feedback on the usefulness and downfalls of 
the products. 

For instance, Minotti said during last year’s 
competition they were able to use one of the 
loud drones not just for surveillance, but also 
to distract Navy by flying it over their heads. 
They also realized Navy was hyper focused on 
following the satellite maps on the ATAK at the 
detriment of checking their surroundings, which 
made them easy targets. 

“It’s mainly testing what an infantry 
squad can better use because it doesn’t make 
much sense to spend millions of dollars and 
man-hours developing a system that a regular 
infantry squad won’t know how to use or really 
won’t help them that much,” Class of 2020 
Cadet Gustavo Lugo Jimenez, an electrical 
engineering major and member of the research 
team, said. “It’s really fielding different types 
of platforms and seeing which one they find 
more beneficial.” 

This year’s SWAT-C started off with 
a victory for the West Point team as they 
defeated a Marine team 2-1 in a force-on-force 
competition this weekend in Quantico. 

The two-day competition pitted the teams 
against each other in a series of tactical 
exercises during which they were assisted by 
the research team’s ground and aerial vehicles. 

The Squad with Autonomous Teammates–Competition (SWAT-C) capstone 
team is a multi-disciplinary capstone team consisting of cadets and faculty 
from EECS, CME, Systems, DMI and the Close Combat Team.   Courtesy Photos

The Squad with Autonomous Teammates–Competition (SWAT-C) capstone team 
defeated Marines 2-1 in a force-on-force competition in Quantico, Va. Squads 
were augmented with ground and air vehicles and conducted a series of tactical 
exercises. The two-day exercises were conducted in an urban environment and 
included scenarios such as peace keeping, exfiltration of a high value asset and 
capture the flag via territory control.
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The Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony took place Monday at the West Point Exchange. 
Christmas carols were performed by the Protestant and Catholic Cadet Chapel Choirs, 
West Point Brass Quintet and the West Point Middle School Band and Chorus while the 
crowds sung with them. Santa Claus arrived by fire truck and visited with the children after 
the tree was lit.                                 Photos by Michelle Schneider/PV 

Tree Lighting kicks off West Point holiday season
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commissary hours for Christmas and New Year’s

The West Point Commissary offers its upcoming Christmas 
and New Year’s hours.

For the week of Christmas, the Commissary will be open 
from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Dec. 23. On Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, it will 
be open from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and closed on Christmas Day.

On Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve, the Commissary’s hours are 9 
a.m.-7 p.m. It will be closed Jan. 1, New Year’s Day.

The Bass Club at West Point
The Bass Club at West Point is accepting new members.  
The Bass Club shares angling knowledge, conducts 

tournaments, promotes sustainable fishing and performs 
community service in support of West Point outdoor recreation.

Membership is open to military, DOD civilians, veterans of 
the Armed Forces and their dependents.  

For more details, contact toddmess@aol.com or go to http://
pbwimmer.wixsite.com/bassclubatwestpoint.

Death Notice for Cadet Kade S. Kurita
Anyone with debts owed to or by, or retaining property of 

the estate of Cadet Kade S. Kurita should contact Capt. Jeffrey 
Buchheim, the Summary Court Martial officer for the cadet.

Kurita passed away Oct. 23. Call Buchheim at 845-938-3864 
or email him at jeffrey.buchheim@westpoint.edu.

Soldier for Life Transition Services
Soldiers who are 24 months out from retiring or 18 months 

out from separating should think about their transition prior to 
the mandatory 12-month mark.

If you want to get started on your future plans, contact Soldier 
for Life Transition Services at 845-6782/0631/0634. The office 
is open 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday and is located at 
622 Swift Road.

TRIBE Yoga Teacher Training
Join the non-profit TRIBE for a Yoga Alliance Approved 

200-hour Yoga Teacher Training from Jan. 11-April 5. 
This training is specific to meet the needs of active duty 

military and those who want to work with active duty. 
This training will take place on West Point. Scholarship 

information available on request. For more details, contact 
tribeyogamilitary@gmail.com.

TRIBE Weekend Training
Interested in bringing some of the physical, emotional and 

mental tools of yoga to the military and improving your own 
self-care routine?  

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Join TRIBE for this short, weekend training on Feb 22-23.  
Scholarships available for active duty personnel. 

For more details, contact tribeyogamilitary@gmail.com.

MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op (MWR item)
The MWR Fitness Center Co-Op is looking for new members. 
The co-op is comprised of CYS eligible patrons with children 

ages 6 weeks to 5 years who are looking to exercise while having 
your child participate in volunteer facilitated childcare. 

In exchange for your child’s participation, co-op members 
agree to support other members by assisting with the supervision 
of children during co-op hours. 

If you are interested, call the CYS Outreach Services Office 
at 845-938-3969.

Framing and engraving with West Point Arts and Crafts 
(MWR item) 

The custom framing experts at Arts and Crafts can turn any 
achievement into a timeless work of art. 

Choose from more than 500 quality moldings, 450 acid-free 
mats and opt for UV-protective glass to prevent fading.  

They also offer engraving for any special occasion. Give them 
a call for any special engraving items you may have. 

Arts and Crafts’ easy and quick pricing allows you to design 
to your budget. For more details, call 845-938-4812.

Coaches Needed for Child and Youth Services Winter 
Recreation Sports (MWR item)

CYS Sports is looking for coaches for the Child and Youth 
Services’ Winter 2019 Youth Sports programs.

Coaches are needed for Recreation Basketball and Volleyball. 
Interested candidates can contact the Youth Sports Office at 
845-938-3208.

Indoor Firearm Shooting now available at West Point 
(MWR item)

Come on down to the Tronsrue Marksmanship Center today. 
The center is located at 665 Tower Road, adjacent to the Gillis 
Field House.

Hours of operation are Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Recreational shooting is open to all DOD cardholders and their 
guests. There are gun rentals, ammunition and targets for sale. 

For more details and to register, call 845-938-1700 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

101 Spin Basics with Paul (MWR item) 
A 101 Spin Basics class with Paul is scheduled at 5:40 a.m. 

on Wednesdays at the MWR Fitness Center Spin Room. 
Paul will look at everything in and out of the saddle, from 

good fit to good position to good form. 
For more details, call 845-938-6490.

Grace Baptist Church Christmas Services
The congregation of Grace Baptist Church invites the 

community to two special programs of music and drama during 
the Christmas season. Mark your calendar for the following 
Sunday services to be held at Grace Baptist Church, 54 Old State 
Road, Highland Falls.

• Sunday, 11 a.m.—The church choir and young people 
will present a program of music and drama, “I Heard the Bells,” 
to commemorate the history of Christmas carols and events 
surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ. A luncheon reception will 
follow.

• Dec. 22, 6 p.m.—The Family Candlelight Service provides 
a unique, informal setting to celebrate the birth of Christ.  

Families are given an opportunity to present their Christmas 
greetings to others in the audience with special selections of music 
and readings. To conclude the service, the church family sings 
Christmas carols by candlelight, a time of intimate, personal 
reflection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The church family hopes to see you and others from the 
community join them for these services.  

For more details, call Pastor Steve Snavely at 845-446-4086 
or visit the church website at www.gracebaptistny.org.

Beary Merry Holiday Party 
There will be a  Beary Merry Holiday Party at 10:30 a.m. 

Dec. 21 at the Bear Mountain Trailside Museum and Zoo’s Bear 
Den. There is a rain/snow date of Dec. 22.

Come to the Bear Den at 10:30 a.m. to make tasty snacks for 
the black bears. Celebrate the holiday season at 11 a.m. when the 
bears come out to unwrap their gift boxes full of delicious treats.

Bear Mountain also offers a day of fun at the ice rink, merry-
go-round and on the hiking trails. 

For  deta i ls  on ice  skat ing,  v is i t  https: / /www.
bearmountainicerink.com/.

Parking at Bear Mountain State Park is $10 per vehicle. Allow 
20 minutes to walk from the parking lot to Trailside. 

Admission to the Trailside is $1 per person as a suggested 
donation. For more details on the event, visit www.trailsidezoo.
org. 

Army Education Center (updated)
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Kathy Yusuf at 845-569-

3633 or email kathy.yusuf@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Erazo at 845-398-4102 

or email gierazo@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Kimberly Heyman at 845-446-5959 
or email kheyman@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling, marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 

members and retirees. 
The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-

Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 
For details, call 845-938-1039.

Army Education Center—Testing Office
The Army Education Center at West Point offers the following  

Army Personnel Tests (APT)—AFCT, DLAB, DLPT and SIFT.  
We also offer the TABE and GT Predictor.

Testing is offered by appointment only. To make an 
appointment, call 845-938-3360 or email Janet Browne 
at janet.p.browne.ctr@mail.mil or Gwenn Wallace at  
gwenn.t.wallace.ctr@mail.mil. 

The AEC is also an Authorized Pearson VUE Testing Site, 
open on a space available basis to Soldiers, civilian personnel, 
military contractors and family members who hold a government  
ID card.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the Commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.m.mierva.ctr@mail.mil or stop by the Army 
Education Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  

Community/mwr

2019 Combined Federal Campaign
Each year, the Combined Federal Campaign partners with 

worldwide charities to raise money for a range of charitable 
causes. This year, West Point has set a goal to raise $50,000 
before its campaign ends Friday. 

West Point believe $50,000 is a realistic goal, but it is only 
achievable if all individuals know about the campaign, how 
important it is, and how to donate.  

As of Nov. 30, West Point has raised $13,482. Full 
participation across West Point military and civilian staff, 
and the Corps of Cadets is required in order to reach this 
year’s goal. 

It is encouraged that all to work together to show that the 
West Point community is recognized for its charitable giving. 

To donate, visit https://www.gardenempirecfc.org/ 
and click “donate” in the top-right corner. More details are 
available from the CFC representatives in your units, or the 
CFC representative for USMA and West Point, David Weddle, 
at david.weddle@westpoint.edu or call 845-938-4654. 
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTSFEATURED EVENT

FOR THE FAMILIES

Child & Youth Services Ice Skating Lessons
Child and Youth Services Sports and Instructional programs 

will have two skating sessions. 
Session 1: Sunday. The make up day is Jan. 5. Session 2: 

Jan. 19, 26 and Feb. 2. The make up day is Feb. 9. Session times 
are 2:30-3 p.m. for ages 3-5 and 3-3:30 p.m. for ages 6 and up. 

All lessons will be held at Tate Rink. To register, call 845-
938-0939.

CYSitters Babysitter Certifi cation Course
The fi rst CYSitters Babysitter Certifi cation course for 12 

year olds and up will be held from 3-6:30 p.m. Friday at MST, 
Building 500. 

The second course will be held for 11 year olds from 9 a.m-
3:30 p.m. Saturday at Lee CYS Facility with a nominal fee for 
this course. To register, call 845-938-4458.

BGA Youth of the Year Competition Jan. 1 deadline
West Point is seeking applicants for the Youth of the Year 

(YOY), a BGCA event that youth ages 14 and up can apply for. 
Applications are available at the Youth Center (Bldg. 500) and 
are due by Jan. 1, 2020. 

YOY is seeking applicants who embody the values of 
leadership, service, academic excellence and maintain a healthy 
lifestyle. YOY is a role model and spokesperson for military 
youth. Scholarships are available to YOY winners at the state, 
regional and national level ranging from $5,000-$100,000. 

For more details, call the Youth Center at 845-938-3727 or 
email angela.h.riley.naf@mail.mil.

Tae Kwon Do and Tennis Instructional Programs 
Registration is now open for the CYS Winter and Spring 

sessions of Tae Kwon Do and tennis through Jan. 6. 
Tae Kwon Do classes will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

at the Lee Area Child Development Center Gymnasium. 
Tennis classes will be held Mondays at the Lichtenberg 

Tennis Center. 
To register, call 845-938-0939. For more details, visit 

westpointcys.com.

Upcoming Dances at the West Point Club
Calling all dads, grandfathers, moms, grandmothers, brothers, 

sisters, aunts, uncles and friends to our annual Father-Daughter 
and Mother-Son Dances. 

The Father-Daughter Dance will be held from 6-9 p.m. Jan. 17 
and 18. The Mother-Son Dance will be held from 6-9 p.m. Feb. 7. 

Enjoy a dinner buff et with dancing and an on-site photographer 
for both events. Don’t forget to dress in Sunday’s best. 

There is a nominal fee for both events. For more details and 
to register, call 845-938-5120.

Staff  & Faculty Badminton Open Play League
The MWR Sports offi  ce will conduct the 2020 Badminton 

Open Play League open to all USMA personnel, DOD civilians, 
retirees and their dependents. 

League play will be on Tuesday evenings at the second fl oor 
Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center courts from Jan. 14 
through March 3. Times will be from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Players of all ability levels are welcomed. Instruction is also 
available. 

For more details and to sign up, contact Paul Gannon 
and/or James P. McGuinness at the MWR Sports office at 
845-938-3066, or e-mail paul.f.gannon.naf@mail.mil and/or 
james.p.mcguinness.naf@mail.mil.

West Point Child and Youth Services Hiring Event
The West Point Child and Youth Services hiring event will 

take place from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Jan. 22 at the West Point Museum. 
The museum is located at the Lucas Military Heritage Center, 
2110 South Post Road, Highland Falls, New York. 

West Point CYS is now hiring multiple Child and Youth 
Program assistants for its youngest group of children (ages 

Broadway Tickets The Perfect Holiday Gift
Leisure Travel Services has tickets available now for the 2020 

season. The shows and dates inlcude: 
• March 11—Harry Potter and the Cursed Child Part 1 & 2. 
• Frozen—March 24. 
• Aladdin—April 22.
• Wicked—May 14. 
Ticket prices vary and include transportation. All sales 

are fi nal. No refunds and/or exchanges. For more details, visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com. To reserve tickets, stop in 683 
Buckner Loop or call 845-938-3601.   

the season. There is a children’s program on weekend mornings 
from 11 a.m.-noon. VCSA welcomes new instructors who are 
PSIA/AASI certifi ed or brand new. Free training is provided. 

For more details and to volunteer, contact Madelene Knaggs 
at mknaggs@hvc.rr.com. 

2019-20 Staff  and Faculty Intramural Hockey League
The MWR Sports Offi  ce is conducting the 2019-20 Staff  and 

Faculty Intramural Hockey League. All active duty personnel, 
DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point community 
family members can sign up to play. 

Hockey games will be scheduled at 6 a.m. Monday and 
Thursday and at noon Tuesdays. Season passes must be purchased 
to participate and are now available. The season is ongoing. 

To sign up and/or for more details, contact james.p.mcguinness.
naf@mail.mil or call 845-938-3066.

Yoga with Christine at the MWR Fitness Center
Jump start your weekend with Gentle Yoga. Join Christine 

from 5-6 p.m. on Fridays. Advanced sign-ups are required. There 
is a nominal fee per class. Call 845-938-6490 or stop by the MWR 
Fitness Center to sign-up. 

West Point Community Skate
The West Point Community Skate at Tate Rink is ongoing 

for the 2019-20 season. 
The open skate will be held on the following dates and times: 

Sunday, Jan. 5, 19 and 26, Feb. 2, 9 and 16 and March 1 from 
2:30-4 p.m. 

Open to West Point personnel, DOD personnel and family 
members. Skaters must supply their own skates. For more details, 
call 845-938-3066.

Ski & Snowboard Lesson Registration
Are you or your family members in need of ski or snowboard 

lessons? The Victor Constant Ski Area will have open registration 
Saturday for active duty military members and their dependents 
to enroll for lessons. 

All other authorized users (DOD civilians, retirees) can 
register. The remaining registration slots will be available for 
general public members on Monday. 

You can enroll online at victorconstantski.com, or by calling 
the Victor Constant Ski offi  ce at 845-938-8810. 

Morgan Farm Army-Navy Weekend Special
Get three nights of boarding for the cost of two for Army-

Navy Weekend at Morgan Farm. Drop your pets off  Friday and 
pick-up on Monday. Grooming is available for pick-up. 

For DOD and non-DOD rates and reservations, call 845-
938-3926.

Morgan Farm Holiday Kennel Boarding
Morgan Farm is now taking kenneling reservations for the 

Dec. 25 holiday. Grooming is available for pick-up. 
For DOD and non-DOD rates and reservations, call 845-

938-3926.

Mindful Living Workshops
The Mindful Living Workshops will be held at 10:15 a.m. 

on Tuesdays at the MWR Fitness Center. 
The purpose of these workshops is to introduce lifelong skills 

that can help reduce the stress of everyday life. There is a fee to 
attend. For more details, call 845-938-6490 or visit westpoint.
armymwr.com.

Winter Bowling League Sign-Up at the West Point 
Bowling Center

Registration is still available for winter bowling at the West 
Point Bowling Center. Leagues are ongoing. There are available 
spots in the Sunday Night mixed league (four-person team), 
Monday Night mixed league (four-person team) and Thursday 
Night league (three-person team). Sign-up at 845-938-2140.

Ski & Snowboard Instructors wanted
The Victor Constant Ski Area at West Point is recruiting ski 

and snowboard instructors for the season. 
All of the instructors are volunteers who receive season 

passes, free training, in-season clinics and access to ski at West 
Point during operating hours. 

The ski and snowboard weekend lessons are scheduled at 
9:30 a.m. Saturdays and Sundays and run for one hour. 

The mid-week lessons are a series of 10 lessons given during 
a fi ve-week period (twice a week, either Monday-Wednesday or 
Tuesday-Thursday at 6:30-7:30 p.m.) starting in January. 

Instructor training will run from Jan. 10-12. Instructors 
should teach (or be available to teach) 16 lesson hours during 

Basic Pistol Course Jan. 18
MWR Shooting Sports will be teaching a Basic Pistol 

Course on Jan. 18. The classroom portion will begin at 9 a.m. 
at the Buff alo Soldier Pavilion located at 628 Hodges Place.  

After the classroom instruction, participants will put into 
practice what they have learned at the Tronsrue Marksmanship 
Center located at 665 Tower Road (Next to the Gillis Field 
House). Firearm rentals and ammunition are included in the 
price.  

There is a nominal fee for this course, which includes 
fi rearm rentals and ammunition. 

This course satisfi es the Orange County safety class 
requirement in order to apply for a pistol permit. Participants 
will receive a certifi cate. 

Register by visiting the Tronsrue range or calling the range 
at 845-938-1700.

6 weeks to 5 years). Bring your resume and reference list (a 
minimum of two). All employees must pass a background check.
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Keller Corner
KACH Pharmacy and PT Sick Call 
closure dates

The KACH Pharmacy has provided its 
closure dates for the 2019-20 fi scal year on 
the KACH webpage at https://kach.amedd.
army.mil/Healthcare-Services/Pharmacy/. 

Keller’s Physical Therapy Sick Call will 
not be available Monday, Dec. 24 and 31. 

For more details on the PT services 
provided, visit https://kach.amedd.army.mil/
Healthcare-Services/Physical-Therapy/. 

Substance Use Disorder Clinic open
The KACH’s Substance Use Disorder 

Clinic Care (SUDCC) is open to cadets, active 
duty service members and benefi ciaries who 
are interested in seeking help independently.  

The clinic provides substance use disorder 
clinical care including assessment, education, 

treatment, rehabilitation and aftercare for 
cadets, active duty members and other 
benefi ciaries. 

This is an integrated medical and 
behavioral health model aimed to enhance 
health and readiness.  

It is preferred to have individuals seek 
education and treatment on their own to 
prevent them from possibly experiencing an 
alcohol or drug related incident. 

Seeking education and treatment 
independently does not require command 
involvement or an offi  cial enrollment into the 
program. Services are also off ered for nicotine, 
tobacco and vaping products

The SUDCC is located in Building 656. 
You can schedule an appointment in person 
from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday or call 
845-938-7691.

Friday—“Last Christmas,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Playing with Fire,” R, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Doctor Sleep,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 20—“Stars Wars: The Rise of Skywalker,” PG-13, 7:30 
p.m. (First Run movie)
Dec. 21—“Stars Wars: The Rise of Skywalker,” PG-13, 7:30 
p.m. (First Run movie)
Dec. 27—“Stars Wars: The Rise of Skywalker,” PG-13, 7:30 
p.m. (First Run movie)
Dec. 28—“Ford v. Ferrari,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.aafes.com/exchange-
stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

• Letters to Santa: Write a letter and 
then drop it in our very special North Pole 
mailbox at B126 Washington Road before 
Dec. 19 for a guaranteed delivery to Santa 
before Christmas. 

We will make sure it gets to the “Big 
Man” at the North Pole just for you. 

Make sure to check your mail box for 
your letter back from Santa. 

Please include your age, gender and 
address. 

• Family Matinee Movie: Join West 
Point Family Homes for a holiday movie   
at 2 p.m. Friday at B126 Washington Road. 

Bring your own blankets/sleeping 
bags. Holiday pajamas are optional. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.
com by today.

• Holiday Open House:  That’s 
right, the holidays are here, and what 
better way to celebrate than with WPFH.  

Enjoy WPFH’s holiday celebration 
with its Holiday Open House from 3-5 
p.m. Wednesday at B126 Washington 
Road. 

 • After School Pokemon Club: 
Bring your  cards  to  t rade and play 
from 2:30-4:15 p.m. Dec. 19 at B126 
Washington Road.  

WPFH wil l  provide af ter  school 
snacks. No registration is required.   

By Robert K. Lanier
Public Affairs Officer, Keller Army 
Community Hospital

Congratulations to the Keller Army 
Community Hospital Division I Sports 
Physical Therapy Fellowship Project #13 
Team.

The Project #13 Team was the first 
team within the Musculoskeletal Injury 
Rehabilitation Research for Operational 
Readiness (MIRROR) group at the Uniformed 
Services University to enroll a subject in their 
study.  

The study, which looks at low risk 
and low-cost pain treatment alternatives 
following shoulder surgery without potential 
for opioid addiction, is trying to determine 
if the addition of ‘battlefi eld acupuncture,’ 
compared to a standard rehabilitation protocol 
is more eff ective in reducing pain, reducing 
utilization of prescription pain medication and 
improving mood when compared to a standard 
rehabilitation protocol alone after shoulder 
surgery.

In a controlled and randomized trial of 
‘battlefield acupuncture’ versus usual care 
following shoulder surgery, the team will 
compare differences in pain, self-reported 
mood and opioid medication use between 
randomized groups at 48 hours, 72 hours, one 
week, and four weeks post-surgery.

The Project #13 team includes: 
• Lt. Col. Michael Crowell—director & 

associate professor Baylor University–Keller 
Army Community Hospital Division I Sports 
Physical Therapy Fellowship.

• Dr. Trey Brindle, Ph.D.—a research 
scientist and assistant professor, Baylor 
University–Keller Army Community Hospital 
Division I Sports Physical Therapy Fellowship, 

KACH research team 
is fi rst to enroll subject 
i n  M I R R O R  s t u d y

West Point, New York.
• Maj. John Mason, PT, DSc—an assistant 

professor and chief of Physical Therapy at 
Keller Army Community Hospital, West Point, 
New York.

• Maj. Will Pitt, PT, Ph.D.—an assistant 
professor and chief of Physical Therapy at 
Keller Army Community Hospital, West Point, 
New York.

• Erin Miller, MS, ATC—a research 
program manager and assistant professor, 
Baylor University–Keller Army Community 
Hospital Division I Sports Physical Therapy 
Fellowship, West Point, New York.

Additional recognition goes to Col. Don 
Goss, previously the director of the Fellowship, 
for securing the funding for the study.

MIRROR delivers high value research, 
education, and training, and provides 
infrastructure to rapidly execute clinically 
relevant musculoskeletal injury (MSI) studies 
within the Military Health System. 

MIRROR supports a broad scope of 
p ro jec t s ,  i nc lud ing  ep idemio log ica l 
investigations, pilot trials, and prospective 
r andomized multisite clinical trials, which will 
enhance the Department of Defense’s eff orts 
in addressing the negative impact that MSI is 
having on the military.

The Uniformed Services University of 
the Health Sciences—located in Bethesda, 
Maryland—is the nation’s federal health 
professions academy. 

Their mission is to support the readiness 
of America’s Warfi ghter and the health and 
well-being of the military community by 
educating and developing uniformed health 
professionals, scientists and leaders; by 
conducting cutting-edge, military-relevant 
research and by providing operational support 
to units around the world.

The Keller Army Community Hospital Division I Sports Physical Therapy 
Fellowship Project #13 Team was the fi rst team within the Musculoskeletal 
Injury Rehabilitation Research for Operational Readiness (MIRROR) group 
at the Uniformed Services University to enroll a subject in their study.   
         Courtesy Graphic  
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Kirk posts academy shot put record at Crowell Open

The Army West Point track and field team kicked-off its 2019-20 indoor campaign in their home facility on Saturday when they hosted the Crowell Open at Gillis 
Field House. Headlining the performances was junior thrower Geoff Kirk (above), who broke his own academy record with a shot put throw of 18.36 meters. 
                               Photo by Army Athletic Communications
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By Nick Lovera
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point track and field team 
kicked-off its 2019-20 indoor campaign in their 
home facility on Saturday when they hosted the 
Crowell Open at Gillis Field House.

The Black Knights competed against 
athletes from several schools such as Manhattan, 
Vasser, Farleigh Dickinson and Molloy College. 

Headlining the performances was junior 
thrower Geoff Kirk, who broke his own 
academy record with a shot put throw of 18.36 
meters. 

It was a strong showing for several cadets 
including senior standout Calli McMullen, who 
claimed victory in each of her three events. 
Sophomores Justin Young and Emily Mikoud, 
who both earned Patriot League Rookie of the 
Meet honors last season, were victorious in their 
respective events. 

 The competition was the first of three home 
meets for the Black Knights during the indoor 
season. The team will return to action in the 
second of those meets when Army hosts the 

West Point Open to begin the new year on Jan. 9. 

Coach’s Corner: Head Coach Mike 
Smith 

(On Women’s team)
“Our women had some outstanding 

performances today and in the end set five 
meet records. The Crowell meet is typically an 
intra-squad meet, so we tend to put our people 
in the same events to create some competition. 
We have the most complete roster of the six 
years that I have been here and our competitive 
depth was apparent today.

“Calli McMullen had the best December 
meet of her career. She set two meet records 
today in the 60 and 200 and was a part of a 
third in the 4x400. She looked great today. I 
was really impressed with our 100 meters hurdle 
women. Three of those women went under the 
meet record. Brianna, Shailah and Lynne were 
all scorers at the conference meet last year. 
They ran pretty well today, so the performance 
by Saydee is significant. She was a high school 
state champion in Hawaii and we knew she was 
capable, but today’s performance was close to 

our school record. That says a lot about where 
she is right now. Our throws women also put 
up some nice marks. Abigail Green and Emily 
Mikoud have looked good all fall, so I was not 
surprised to see them perform well today. It was 
a good start to the season and there is a lot we 
can build on from here.”

(On Men’s team)
“I thought we had a really strong opener 

today. This meet is largely a chance for our 
speed power people to get the year going and 
there were several strong performances today 
from those groups. Our throwers highlighted the 
day today. That group was strong for us last year 
and I would say we are better this year. Several 
of those guys had a strong series in the weight 
and then came back to throw elk in the shot. 

“Far and away the star of the meet was Geoff 
Kirk. He has looked good all fall and we knew 
a 60 foot throw was coming. So today’s mark 
was not a surprise. He broke his own school 
record and validated what we have been seeing. 
I think we will continue to see him set records 
and push that throws group toward more elite 

performances. 
“Josh Gilliard was the other outstanding 

field performer from today. He did a nice job 
last year and was a consistent performer. Today 
though, he surpassed all of his performances 
from last year and had some really good 
attempts at seven feet.

“There were some nice marks on the oval 
as well. We have a lot of young guys in the 
sprint hurdle group and they did a nice job of 
competing today. We have benefitted from a lot 
of veteran sprint talent the last few years and 
now we have to depend on some young guys 
to carry those events. Justin Young opened 
up very close to the time that he ran last year. 
He will continue to improve. Jon Redmond 
emerged today as a guy that we can count on 
in the short sprints. He was a high school state 
champion in Missouri so we knew he had some 
ability and some of that was on display today. 
Now we have a few more weeks of preparation 
through TEE week and into the holiday break. 
When we come back in January we have to be 
ready and I like where we are after seeing the 
performances today.”
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FOOTBALL

SATURDAY, 3 P.M.—NAVY, LINCOLN FINANCIAL FIELD, PHILADELPHIA.

WRESTLING

JAN. 4, NOON—WEST POINT DUALS VS. AMERICAN, WYOMING AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
CHRISTL ARENA.

TRACK AND FIELD (INDOOR)
JAN. 9, TBA—WEST POINT OPEN, GILLIS FIELD HOUSE.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

JAN. 6, 7 P.M.—COLGATE, CHRISTL ARENA.

Sports calendar
JAN. 8, 7 P.M.—AMERICAN, CHRISTL ARENA.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

DEC. 29, 1 P.M.—BRYANT, CHRISTL ARENA.

JAN. 2, 6 P.M.—BUCKNELL, CHRISTL ARENA.

HOCKEY

DEC. 29, 4:05 P.M.—NEW HAMPSHIRE, TATE RINK.

JAN. 10, 7:05 P.M.—AIR FORCE, TATE RINK.

JAN. 11, 7:05 P.M.—AIR FORCE, TATE RINK.

**VIEW ARMY WEST POINT SCHEDULE AT WWW.GOARMYWESTPOINT.COM/CALENDAR.ASPX?.

Wrestling takes top honors at Patriot Open

The Army West Point wrestling team returned to competition Saturday at the Patriot Open hosted by George Mason 
University in Fairfax, Virginia. The Black Knights earned fi ve individual titles, including sophomore Ben Sullivan at 285 
pounds, on their way to the top overall team point total.                            Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By Frank Shala
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point wrestling team 
returned to competition Saturday at the Patriot 
Open hosted by George Mason University in 
Fairfax, Virginia. The Black Knights earned 
fi ve individual titles on their way to the top 
overall team point total. 

“I felt like we performed well,” Head 
Coach Kevin Ward said. “I was especially 
proud to see the number of individuals we 
put into the fi nals. Sahm (Abdulrazzaq) and 
(Markus) Hartman both winning their fi rst 
collegiate tournaments is a big thing for those 
guys.”

Ten Cadets made it to respective fi nals 
matches on the day, with champions coming 
at 157 lbs. (sophomore Hartman), 165 lbs. 
(senior Cael McCormick), 184 lbs. (freshman 
Abdulrazzaq), 197 lbs. (NC between senior 
Alex Hopkins and sophomore J.T. Brown) and 
285 lbs. (sophomore Ben Sullivan).  

Army fi nished the day with an astounding 
297.5 total points among the 31 teams at the 
competition. Columbia was second with 98.5, 
and American rounded out the top three with 
95.5 team points. 

Hartman went 5-0 on the day, with a fall 
and two technical falls for his fi rst collegiate 
tournament title. 

McCormick earned his second tournament 
title of the season (Black Knight Invite) at 165 
pounds. The senior went 4-0—all decision 
victories throughout the day.  

Getting a chance to compete at 184 pounds, 
Abdulrazzaq took full advantage of the 
opportunity. The freshman, who went to high 
school in Virginia, also went 4-0 overall. His 
fi nals victory was an extra-time thriller, as he 
took down Brian Bonino of NYC RTC with a 
4-3 decision.  

Both Hopkins and Brown advanced for 
Army into the 197-pound fi nal, but the match 

was not contested. In Hopkins’ four victories, 
he earned a fall, tech. fall, major decision, and 
a decision. 

Brown scored a major decision and two 
decisions on the day.  

In the heavyweight division, it was another 

all-Army fi nal between Sullivan and junior 
Bobby Heald. Sullivan went 4-0 overall— 
including earning a fall victory in the round of 
16—on the way to his fi nals victory.  

“Overall, I still think we have a lot of 
room to grow,” Ward said. “We made some 

mental mistakes in some tough matches that 
cost us some matches we really wanted. We 
can't be satisfi ed with being close to winning. 
This is a team that is capable of winning 10 
weights at this tournament and we need to keep 
improving. We can still jump levels.”
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Army Football to honor 1st Cavalry Division
The 2019 Army-Navy Uniform tells 
the story of the Soldiers of the 
1st Cavalry Division and the birth 
of airmobility during the Vietnam 
War. The division is unique in that 
throughout its existence, the division 
has served as a Cavalry Division, 
an Infantry Division, an Air Assault 
Division and an Armored Division. 
Army football will honor the past of 
“First Team!” A story of valor, courage 
and sacrifice. Inspired, humbled 
and motivated by the Soldiers that 
came before them, they will don their 
patches, adopt their mottos and hold 
their deeds close to our hearts. Visit 
https://fi rstteam.football/ to read more 
about the uniform and the history 
of the fi rst Airmobility Division, 1st 
Cavalry Division. Watch the Army-
Navy Football game Saturday at 3 p.m.  
                                       Courtesy Photos




