
1noVemBer 21, 2019

&INSIDE ONLINE
w w w . P o i n t e r V i e w . C o m

w w w . w e s t P o i n t . e d u / n e w s

Pointer View  

SEE PAGE 2 Secretary of the Army speaks to cadets 

Pointer View  

tHe  
®

serVinG tHe u.s. military aCademy and tHe Community oF west Point 
Vol. 76, no. 45
duty, Honor, Country

noVemBer 21, 2019

®®

www.westPoint.edu

Branch Night elation
The cadets in the U.S. Military Academy’s Class of 2020 rejoice after they receive their branches 
during West Point's annual Branch Night Nov. 13 at Robinson Auditorium. During the ceremony, 
1,089 members of the class were assigned to one of the 17 Army branches. See Pages 3-4 for 
Branch Night stories and photos.                             Photos by Brandon O'Connor/PV



2 November 21, 2019

The Army civilian enterprise newspaper, the Pointer View, is an authorized publication for members 
of the Department of Defense. Contents of the Pointer View are not necessarily the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the Department of the Army or the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.

The editorial content of the Pointer View is the responsibility of the U.S. Military Academy Public 
Affairs Office, Bldg. 600, West Point, New York 10996, (845) 938-2015. 

The Pointer View  is printed weekly  by the Times Herald-Record, a private firm in no way connected 
with the Department of the Army, under exclusive contract with West Point. The Times Herald-Record  is 
responsible for all commercial advertising.

To subscribe to the Pointer View or
if you have delivery problems, call 845-346-3213.

40 Mulberry Street, Middletown, NY 10940Pointer View  
Lt. Gen. Darryl Williams
Superintendent
Lt. Col. Christopher Ophardt
Public Affairs Officer
Eric S. Bartelt
PV Managing Editor, 938-2015
eric.bartelt@westpoint.edu

®

Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor, 938-3079
brandon.oconnor@westpoint.edu
Michelle Schneider
PV Staff Writer, 938-3684
michelle.schneider@westpoint.
edu

Pointer View  

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement of the products or services advertised by the U.S. Army or the Times Herald-
Record.

Everything advertised in this publication will be made available for purchase, use or patronage 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, 
political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this equal opportunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
will refuse to print advertising from that source until the violation has been corrected.

news & Features

SecArmy speaks to cadets about resilience
By Gary Sheftick
Army News Service

WASHINGTON—Secretary of the Army 
Ryan D. McCarthy told U.S. Military Academy 
cadets Nov. 8 that resilience will be key to their 
success in life and that bouncing back will take 
courage, effort and a positive attitude. 

“We don’t demand perfect leaders, but we 
do expect perfect effort,” he said to academy 
seniors, known as first-class cadets or firsties. 
“Attitude, courage and effort are the only things 
in our control, but they are also the things that 
make us successful in life.”

McCarthy spoke to the cadets just three 
weeks after a third-year cadet turned up 
missing, sparking a massive search of the 
6,000-acre campus along the Hudson River 
in New York. The cadet was eventually found 
dead in the basement of a building with his 
M4 carbine.

“If you are hurting, we are here,” McCarthy 
told the cadets, adding if they have ideas to help 
combat the nation’s suicide epidemic that “we 
are listening.

“We are all vulnerable to feelings of shame 
and grief. No institution—not even this one—
can be inoculated against the threat of suicide,” 
he said. “We all struggle. Failure is a part of the 
human endeavor.”

Failure provides feedback important for 
future success, McCarthy said.

“How quickly you can metabolize feedback 
is the rate at which you can cultivate resilience, 
and resilience is how quickly you can get back 
up,” he said.

McCarthy told the cadets about troubles 
he had as a second-year cadet at the Virginia 
Military Institute. 

“Suffice it to say, I walked a great many 
tours alone, and in the darkness of a courtyard,” 
McCarthy said. “I scrubbed an endless sea 
of toilets, and shined a metric ton of shoes. I 
stumbled and I faced consequences.”

After two years, he was sent home to 
Chicago where he lived with his parents and 
worked for a while in a warehouse.

“My catastrophic failure in college forged 
my grit, which would ultimately be tested in the 
crucible of combat,” McCarthy said.

McCarthy eventually went back and 
graduated with a new resolve, and he went 
on to earn a master’s degree in business 
administration from the University of Maryland.

Between 1997 and 2002, he served on 
active duty and deployed to Afghanistan with 
the 75th Ranger Regiment.

In 2005, his college roommate and friend, 
Capt. James Edge, was killed in Ramadi, Iraq.

He described his friend as a 6-foot-2 athletic 
“poster” Marine.

“I was there when he proposed to his wife, 
and I was there when they laid him to rest in 
Arlington National Cemetery,” McCarthy said.

“Grief, like failure, is a powerful emotion,” 
he told the cadets. “It can break you down, or 
feed your resolve.”

He said his friend’s death motivated him 
to re-enter government in order to make a 

difference. 
“I renewed my commitment to the nation. 

And each day I strive to honor James by 
choosing attitude and courage much like his,” 
McCarthy said.

“There are painful situations that you will 
encounter in life. They can either drive you, or 
they can define you,” he concluded.

McCarthy also spoke to other cadets from 
the balcony in Washington Hall as they were 
dining. In addition, he attended an office call 
with the academy’s superintendent, Lt. Gen. 

Darryl A. Williams. He was accompanied on the 
office call by Terry Bradshaw and Howie Long 
of Fox Sports. McCarthy took part in a Fox 
NFL broadcast from West Point two days later.

On Nov. 9, he attended a West Point football 
game, volleyball match and rugby game. In 
football, West Point beat the University of 
Massachusetts, 63-7, ending a five-game losing 
streak for the Black Knights. 

Following the win, Army coach Jeff 
Monken said he was proud of his team for 
staying resilient.

Secretary of the Army Ryan D. McCarthy addresses U.S. Military Academy cadets from a balcony above Washington 
Hall at West Point, as the cadets finish dining, Nov. 8.           Photo by Sgt. James Harvey
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Cadets unseal their futures at Branch Night
By Michelle Schneider
PV Staff Writer

The in tens i ty  of  ant ic ipat ion  and 
excitement reached its peak Nov. 13 at the 
U.S. Military Academy when 1,089 Class of 
2020 cadets held a sealed envelope with their 
names inscribed on them during Branch Night. 
The cadets were deliberately told not to open 
them until given the command.

Until then, their hands contained the very 
future of their military journey just waiting to 
be revealed. They were about to find out which 
career field they are assigned to.

Once the order to open them was executed, 
the noise of over a thousand paper envelopes 
being shredded apart was followed by an 
uproar of triumphant cheers that filled 
Robinson Auditorium and lasted for minutes.  

“All the hard work we’ve put in has 
finally paid off. We got what we wanted and 
we’re ecstatic,” Class of 2020 Cadet Juliana 
Dworschak said after finding out that her 
future career will be in air defense artillery, 
her first branch choice of the 17 career options 
available to cadets. Her friend, Class of 2020 
Cadet Alyssa Milner, also got her first branch 
preference in the ordnance corps.

“It’s been a long time coming. We’ve been 
waiting for this moment for 40 months now, 
so to see it all come together and get what 
we worked for, there are no words,” Milner 
said. “I think it puts together the fact that now 
that we know what we got, we can focus our 
training being geared more specifically toward 
our job, what we can do with it and where we 
can go from here.” 

Inside the envelopes, a golden insignia 
representing their branch in the form of a pin 
was given to each cadet. After reading the 
letter’s content, they turned to their friends 
to fasten them on their uniform lapels. Once 
the hugging, laughter and back pats simmered 

down, the cadets made their way to celebrate 
the night that marks the beginning of their 
transition from a cadet to officer. 

This year’s Branch Night was different 
from its predecessors over the last decade. Not 

only did cadets have an opportunity to rank 
their 17 branch preferences from most wanted 
to least, they also had the option to interview 
with officers in various career fields. 

The Army’s new Market Model Branching 
System paired cadets with a branch using 
their preferences as well as recommendations 
from representatives from each branch who 
interviewed cadets. This process is new to 
West Point and led to 88% of cadets getting 
their first branch preference.    

The 17 branches fall under three categories: 
combat arms, combat support and combat 
service support. Cyber was designated as a 
combat arms branch for the first time this 
year and saw an increase from 25 to 40 slots 
since last year. Class of 2020 Cadet Nicholas 
Lunsford landed one of them and expressed 
confidence that this is the branch he belongs to. 

“In my arc of experiences at West Point, 
I have come to understand the importance of 
the cyber realm in warfare and the true need 
for passionate young officers to volunteer for 
a branch that most people know very little 
about,” Lunsford said. “I want to be an Army 
cyber officer because I want to use my skills 
and interests in a way that best serves the 
Army’s mission. More importantly, I want to 
lead motivated Soldiers on unique missions 
that directly impact our nation’s warfighting 
capabilities every single day.”

Other than a self-fulfilled prophecy 

coming true on Branch Night, some cadets 
were filled with hope and excitement toward 
continuing the family tradition of joining a 
particular branch. Class of 2020 Cadet Lauren 
Karbler described the air defense artillery as 
offering amazing opportunities for newcomers 
and a plethora of job options in multiple fields.

“Throughout my years growing up as an 
Army-brat with a father that was air defense, 
I learned that this branch treated each other 
like family,” Karbler said. “My experiences 
with ADA throughout school and summer 
training have only increased my interest and 
love for the branch. I hope that I can channel 
my passion for this job as an ADA officer.”

In the Class of 2020, 96% of cadets were 
placed in one of their top three choices and 
97% received one of their top five. Although 
not everyone received their first choice, cadets 
can still look forward to Post Night when 
they choose where their first duty station 
will be located after graduating in May and 
completing their Basic Officer Leadership 
Course.

“This night was three in a half-years in 
the making and it means a lot that it’s finally 
here and one more step to graduation,” Class 
of 2020 Cadet and class president Joshua 
Phillips said. “We are going to get a chance 
to do some amazing things in the Army, lead 
America’s sons and daughters, and I’m super 
excited for it.”

A burst of cheers, laughter and excitement engulfed Robinson Auditorium as cadets from the U.S. Military Class of 2020 
unsealed their envelopes and learned which of the 17 Army branches they received during Branch Night Nov. 13.   
                        `             Photo by Michelle Schneider/PV

U.S. Military Academy's Class of 2020 Cadets St. John Proulx and Daine Van 
de Wall received their branches Nov. 13 during West Point's annual Branch 
Night.                 Photo by Brandon O'Connor/PV
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Cadets obtain branches through new Army system
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By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

On Nov. 13, 1,089 members of the 
Class of 2020 at the U.S. Military Academy 
received their assignments for which branch 
of the Army they will start their careers in 
upon graduation.

The cadets received their assignments 
during the academy’s annual Branch Night.

The members of the class were each 
assigned one of the 17 Army branches, and 
for many of the cadets it was a night that saw 
them get exactly what they wanted as 88% 
of the cadets in the class were placed into 
their number one branch preference. That 
represents an 11% increase over last year.

“I think for the Army, it is a positive 
for management of talent, and putting the 
right talent in the right branches at the right 
time,” Maj. Jared Sunsdahl, the USMA 
accessions chief, said. “That’s what’s going 
to, I think, help the Army be better. It’s 
going to help out the individual officer. 
It’s going to benefit the Army for years to 
come.”

This year marked the first time West 
Point has assigned branches using the 
Army’s new Market Model Branching 

System, which will be rolled 
out to ROTC next year. The 
new model paired cadets with a 
branch by considering how they 
ranked the 17 branches as it has 
in years past, but for the first 
time the commandants of each 
branch also had a vote in which 
cadets received their branch.

Following Branch Week in 
September, the cadets in the 
Class of 2020 locked in their 
branch preferences for the sixth 
and final time ranking them 
one through 17, or one through 
15 for female cadets who opted 
out of armor and infantry. Each 
cadet was also ranked as most 
preferred, preferred or least 
preferred by each branch based 
on their branch resumes and 
interviews, which cadets were 
given the option to take part in 
for the first time this year.

Be fo re  l ock ing  in  t he i r 
preferences, the cadets in the 
class were given the information 
of  how each branch ranked 
them as well as the results from 
a simulation using their fifth 
branch preference list which 
showed them where they would 
have been placed. The cadets 
then had the  chance to  use 
that information to adjust their 
preferences before locking them 
in for the final time.

Sunsdah l  sa id  they  saw 
movement within the cadets’ top 

four preferences following the simulation 
as cadets moved up the branches they had 
a better chance of receiving based on the 
branch commandant’s feedback and moved 
down branches where their chances were 
lower.

“That was the market working, which 
helped branches get who they wanted 
as well,” Sunsdahl said. “We talk cadet 
preference a lot, but branches got more 
of the people they wanted this year than 
they have in past years. That’s where that 
commandant vote meant something. Now 
when somebody goes into a branch, the 
cadet wants to be there, and the branch 
wants them. It’s a win-win.”

Fo l lowing  the  app l i ca t ion  o f  the 
matching algorithm, which was adapted 
from the medical  residency matching 
program, and final adjustments made by 
West Point’s branching board, 96% of the 
cadets in the class were placed into one of 
their top three preferences. 

Overall, 80% of the class was placed 
into a combat arms branch, a 5% increase 
over last year, but for the first time cyber 
was considered a combat arms branch along 
with infantry, armor, engineer, air defense 
artillery, field artillery and aviation. 

The 40 cyber spots, up from 25 last year, 
accounted for almost the entirety of the 
increase in combat arms spots. 

“The senior leaders in our Army are 
looking at multi-domain operations and 
how our Army is going to fight for future 
years,” Sunsdahl said. “They were looking 
at cyber as being one of those that is going 
to become a kind of center of gravity within 
multi-domain operations. That is why cyber 

was included with Combat Arms for the first 
time this year.”

The new Market  Model Branching 
System is part of wider changes being 
made to how talent is allocated throughout 
the Army. 

The  new Army Ta len t  Al ignment 
Program is  taking many of  the  same 
principles of the branching system and is 
working to match officer’s talents with jobs 
requiring their individual skill sets.

The new system will weigh officer’s 
k n o w l e d g e ,  s k i l l s ,  b e h a v i o r s  a n d 
preferences, with preference playing a 
larger role than ever before, Col. Jennifer 
Hicks McGowan, USMA G1, said. 

The goal, she said, is that by better 
matching officer’s talents with their job 
while also considering where they want to 
be and what they want to do, it will increase 
the Army’s retention rates because their 
careers will be more fulfilling. 

“What they hope to accomplish is to 
allow the individual officers to have more 
of a role in what’s happening with their 
careers,” Hicks McGowan said. “We want 
to ensure that we’re keeping the talent that 
we currently have in the Army because we 
know that talented individuals have options. 
If we don’t allow them to have more of a 
role in the process, people will vote with 
their feet.”

The new talent management system went 
into place Oct. 1 with the start of the fiscal 
year. Combined with the new branching 
system, the goal is that from the start of 
their time in the Army until the end, officers 
have a say in the trajectory of their careers 
leading them to stay in the Army longer.

Branch Allocations
Infantry 227

Field Artillery 178
Engineer 142
Armor 114

Aviation 109
Air Defense 61

Military Intelligence 59
Signal Corps 43

Cyber 40
Ordinance 36

Quartermaster 26
Transportation 

Corps 24

Military Police 18
Medical Service 7
Chemical Corps 2
Adjutant General 

Corps 2

Finance 1
Total 1,089

This year marked the first time West Point has assigned branches using the Army’s new Market Model Branching 
System, which will be rolled out to ROTC next year. The new model paired cadets with a branch by considering how 
they ranked the 17 branches as it has in years past, but for the first time the commandants of each branch also had a 
vote in which cadets received their branch.              Photo and Graphic by Brandon O’Connor/PV
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Native American culture runs deep within the Corps of Cadets
By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

First the Raven freed the stars, next he freed 
the moon and then finally he escaped with the 
sun placing it in the sky where it has remained 
ever since. 

The story of the Raven and the light 
he brought into the world has passed from 
generation to generation within the Tlingit Tribe 
of southern Alaska. For U.S. Military Academy 
Class of 2020 Cadet Sylvan Blankenship, the 
story of the Raven and how he freed the stars, 
the moon and the sun also tells the origin story 
of his people.

Through his mother, he is a member of 
the Raven Clan within the Tlingit Tribe. Each 
summer, Blankenship and his entire extended 
family would travel from Ketchikan, Alaska 
where he grew up back to his mother’s home 
village of Klawock to spend time immersed in 
the traditional culture of their tribe.

Blankenship, his mom and his siblings 
would make the annual trip to what is known as 
Fish Camp, as would his mom’s nine brothers 
and sisters, their families and his grandma. 
The summer gatherings served as a time to 

remember the elders who passed throughout 
the year and raise totem poles. 

It was also a time to reconnect with family 
and mostly escape from the modern world, 
but it additionally served a practical purpose 
of preparing the members of the tribe for the 
coming winter. During the trip to Klawock, 
Blankenship and his family fished and harvested 
berries and other traditional foods for the winter.

Out on the water with his aunts and uncles, 
who played a major role in teaching him about 
his culture, Blankenship and his siblings’ job 
was to first call out fish they spotted to the 
captain of the boat. Then, once the nets had been 
cast and the fish trapped, it was their job to haul 
the nets and their catch aboard. 

“Typically, my uncles and my aunts who 
would take us out, showed us how to fish and 
then once we did catch the fish, how to process 
it, how to clean it, how to jar it and store and 
preserve it,” Blankenship said.

His summers spent fishing and harvesting 
have given him an appreciation for the 
importance of the natural world and for 
preserving the resources that make his tribe’s 
traditions possible. He has carried that with him 
to West Point, where he will graduate in May 

with a degree in environmental engineering. 
“She (my mom) really has tried to convey 

upon my brothers and I the importance of our 
culture, and how important it is to realize who 
you are, where you come from and appreciate 
what’s been given to you,” he said.

While Blankenship’s heritage was an 
integral part of his life growing up, for fellow 
Class of 2020 Cadet Emma Powless arriving 
at West Point jump started an interest in her 
heritage as a member of the Mohawk Tribe of 
the Iroquois Nation. 

On her father’s side, her family has traced 
their lineage back to Chief Joseph Brant, 
a prominent figure in the Mohawk Tribe 
during the American Revolutionary War. Her 
grandfather was born and raised on the tribe’s 
reservation in Canada, but other than some 
artwork in her home and a quote from Brant 
on the wall, Powless’ only connection to her 
tribe growing-up was through her grandfather’s 
stories. 

It was him who first taught her about the 
Trail of Tears and other history of the Mohawk 
Tribe bringing to life events that for most of her 
classmates were only paragraphs in a history 
textbook. 

“You hear my grandpa talk about when the 
colonists came over and talk about our tribe, 
which was decimated and to hear about that 
from the perspective of our family dealt with 
that or our ancestors dealt with that was pretty 
crazy,” Powless said. 

After arriving at West Point and becoming 
familiar with the “warrior ethos” that permeates 
throughout the academy, she felt a desire to dig 
deeper and learn more about her ancestors who 
embodied many of the same principles.

To help in her quest for information, 
Powless joined the Native American Club 
at West Point, of which she is now the cadet 
in charge. She also reached out to her great-
aunt who is deeply connected with the tribe’s 
reservation in Canada.

Her aunt now sends her a monthly newsletter 

highlighting the tribe and has also sent her 
artifacts and books to help her learn more about 
the Mohawk Tribe. 

“I carry this Powless name and this is a 
Native American last name. I carry this name 
on my chest now every single day to do them 
proud and do my lineage proud because that’s 
what they did, that’s what they do,” Powless 
said. “The whole warrior ethos that we talk 
about here 100% stems from Native Americans 
and they’re very proud of what’s theirs.”

Blankenship and Powless are two of 48 
cadets at West Point of Native American or 
Native Alaskan heritage according to the West 
Point Office of Institutional Research. They 
represent tribes from coast to coast including 
Blankenship’s Tlingit Tribe, Powless’ Mohawk 
Tribe, the Citizen Potawatomi Nation and more.

Currently between active duty Soldiers 
and those serving in the Reserve or National 
Guard, there are nearly 7,000 Soldiers of 
Native American or Alaskan decent serving 
in the Army, according to the Army’s Strength 
Analysis and Forecasting Division. 

Their heritage is celebrated throughout the 
month of November, which was first designated 
as National Native American Heritage Month 
in 1990 and has been celebrated annually since 
1994.

West Point celebrated Native American 
Heritage Month with a luncheon Tuesday 
featuring guest speaker Monica Buckle, who 
works with the American Indian Heritage House 
in New York City. 

As the month-long celebration of Native 
American heritage comes to a close next week, 
Blankenship said he hopes people are respectful 
of the traditions and culture of tribes like his, 
even if they don’t understand them.

“Just have an open mind because a lot of our 
arts and our traditions, they’re very flashy and 
very extravagant,” Blankenship said. “They’re 
loud and they’re boisterous and they’re colorful. 
I think that sometimes people can be a kind of 
intimidated by it.” 

Class of 2020 Cadets Sylvan Blankenship and Emma Powell and Class of 2021 
Cadets John Boyer and Paul Lawless Jr. are pictured with Monica Buckle, of the 
American Indian Heritage House, who was the guest speaker at the U.S. Military 
Academy’s Native American Heritage Month observance Tuesday. The cadets 
are four of the 48 with Native American or Alaskan heritage currently enrolled 
at West Point.                   Photo by Bryan Ilyankoff/USMA PAO

Class of 2020 Cadet Sylvan Blankenship is pictured as a child in the traditional 
dress of the Tlingit Tribe of Southern Alaska.             Courtesy Photo
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Cadet IWG specializes in building foundational combat skills
By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

In April, the communities around Hyde 
Park, New York faced an invasion. 

Soldiers could have been found in the 
woods throughout the area or possibly spotted 
infiltrating the area via motorboat from the 
Hudson River. For three days, the Soldiers 
worked to build alliances with guerilla forces 
in the area, gain intel on combatants and finally 
eliminate enemy targets.

The invasion took months of planning and 
built upon multiple field training exercises used 
to hone the military skills needed to operate in 
a hostile environment. 

While Hyde Park may not seem to meet the 
definition of a hostile environment and isn’t an 
area ruled by an opposition force, for the three 
days of training conducted by the cadets in the 
U.S. Military Academy’s Irregular Warfare 
Group it became exactly that. 

The cadets partnered with local agencies, 
brought in role players and staged the multi-day 
“invasion” as the annual culminating exercise 
for the club creating a mini version of the Robin 
Sage Exercise Army Special Forces trainees 
conduct as the final step toward earning their 
green berets. 

“It’s not just people running around 
the woods,” Class of 2021 Cadet Nicholas 
Desimone, the sergeant major of the club this 
year, said. “You’re going to actual businesses 
and you’re talking with these role players that 
you may not know where their allegiances lie. 
You’re dealing with the local police force, so 
they’re getting training out of it.”

The Irregular Warfare Group conducts 
specialized training throughout the year geared 
toward building on the foundational skills 
learned during Cadet Summer Training and 
training weekends at the academy.

Cadets are selected to join the club 
following a multiday tryout. Because of the 
nature of the club, the roster includes a high 

 POINTIN FOCUS: CLUB OF THE MONTH FEATURE

percentage of prior service cadets as well as 
cadets chosen for specialized skills such as 
medical experience, construction skills or 
familiarity with communications equipment.

For cadet’s first two years in the club, they 
mostly serve as participants in the training 
honing their skills and learning to be better 
Soldiers. Once they become upperclassmen, 
the cadets transition into leadership roles. They 
begin planning the training, running exercises 
and learning skills that will be vital when as 
second lieutenants they have to make sure the 
Soldiers in their platoon are adequately trained 
and ready for combat.

“I think our team, especially the backside 
support, has learned a lot on how to run 
a training event at the most basic level,” 
Desimone said. “Learning about the logistics of 
it. Learning about how to not just run a mission, 
but how to also step back and say, ‘How can I 
create a training event in which someone will 
run a mission and learn from it.’”

The club holds weekly classroom sessions 
to teach skills they may not get in other forums 
such as visits from the West Point Negotiation 
Project or a class on demolition. Then on 
the weekends, they conduct field training 
exercises to teach skills that will be needed 
in the culminating exercise such as patrolling, 
building raids and reconnaissance.

The training throughout the year builds-up 
itself with consequences or mistakes made by 
participants carrying over from week to week 
and influencing future scenarios. 

The group also conducts after action 
reviews following each training to talk about 
mistakes, why they were made and how to 
avoid them in the future. 

The main body of the club currently 
includes a platoon-sized element of 40 cadets 
divided into teams. As part of the training, 
they also have a group of cadets who have 
volunteered to serve as the oppositional force 
and additional cadets who serve as third-party 
participants such as civilians or local guerilla 

fighters.
During the training, the cadets in the 

opposition force dress like enemy combatants 
and carry weapons America’s enemies use. 
They also spend time studying the enemy to 
try and mimic their fighting style and bring 
in native speakers from the area they are 
portraying to add an extra level of realism to 
the scenario.  

“It’s a little bit different than a raid or 
ambush,” Class of 2021 Cadet Brandon Cea, 
the cadet in charge of the group, said. “You 
have to go take on a communications tower or 
something, but in order to do so there’s local 
forces you have to work with. Or maybe, you 
have to work with a translator. We try to involve 
that in some of our scenarios, in addition to 
those basic military skills, and this is some 

training that you probably wouldn’t really ever 
get unless you’re put in that situation.”

The weekend trainings and weekly classes 
build up to the culminating exercise, which is a 
multiday fully immersive training exercise that 
requires the participants to problem solve, plan 
and conduct the mission without help. 

“There’s an outline of what should be 
happening, but they’re the ones writing it,” Cea 
said. “If they fail, they fail. If they succeed, 
they succeed. The intent isn’t really for them 
to check all the boxes and be 100% good to 
go. It’s for them to do things and then learn 
from that.”

The club takes the cadets through outside of  
the box training to teach them to problem solve, 
think creatively and be prepared for challenges 
they will face as Soldiers following graduation. 

The Irregular Warfare Group and Company C-3 perform a training exercise with 
a joint combatives training session and Battle Drill 6 to give a foundation in 
close quarters combat.            Courtesy Photos

The Irregular Warfare Group helps train cadets on the fundamentals of 
conducting a raid, room clearing and conducting mission analysis.

The Irregular Warfare Group conducted a direct action exercise giving the training 
groups a firm foundation in raids, ambushes, patrolling and night operations.
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Commissary, Exchange,  
MWR to expand patron 
base starting Jan. 1, 2020
By Michelle Schneider
PV Staff Writer

The Department of Defense and Veterans 
Affairs combined efforts to allow Commissary 
and Exchange use beyond its current patron 
base. Starting Jan. 1, 2020, Purple Heart 
recipients, former prisoners of war, all service-
connected disabled veterans and caregivers 
enrolled in the VA’s Comprehensive Assistance 
for Family Caregivers program will be 
permitted to shop there. 

Newly-eligible veterans and caregivers will 
also have access to all Department of Defense 
and Coast Guard MWR retail activities, 
including: entertainment, clubs, recreational 
lodging and resorts, special interest activities, 
bowling, golf, restaurants, marinas, equipment 
rental, movie theaters, vehicle storage, kennels, 
AmericanForcesTravel.com and more. 

Current restrictions and upcoming changes 
include the following: DOD civilians cannot 
use the Commissary and Exchange. Any 
veteran can shop at the Exchange online, but 
it does not mean they have in-store privileges. 
Currently, active duty servicemembers, their 
dependents and retirees can only shop there. 

With the Commissary opening its doors 
to eligible veterans and caregivers, there will 
be newly added costs to their purchases at the 
commissary as mandated by the DOD. Under 
the fiscal 2019 National Defense Authorization 
Act, the extra costs associated with their 
purchase will offset any increased expenses 
incurred by the Department of the Treasury 
associated with the use of credit and debit cards. 

There will be a standard 5% surcharge for 
Commissary purchases in addition to a 1.9% 
fee for credit cards and .5% fees for debit card 
use. Commissary customers do not have to pay 

these added fees if they make their purchase 
using cash, check or with the Military Star card. 

In order to make a purchase, veterans must 
present their Veterans Health Identification 
Card at the point of sale at Commissary and 
Exchange stores as well as at MWR centers to 
complete their transaction. Visit https://www.
va.gov/healthbenefits/vhic for information 
regarding eligibility for the VHIC and the 
application process. 

Newly-eligible patrons are encouraged to 
go to the visitors’ center at the military or DOD 
installation they plan to use their new privileges 
at to register their credentials. Veterans must 
bring their Veteran Health Identification Card 
and caregivers must bring their eligibility letter 
that will be sent out via mail by the VA. They 
must also present picture identification that 
meets the REAL ID Act requirements, such as 
a valid state driver’s license or passport. 

Before being placed in the system, new 
patrons must pass a background check that will 
happen when they enroll in the system. Veterans 
with felony convictions, arrests, warrants or 
other types of derogatory information related 
to criminal history will not be permitted entry. 

Once their identification is validated and 
they pass a background check, patrons can 
regularly access secure military installations 
to shop.

Army & Air Force Exchange Service 
Director/CEO Tom Shulll, USMA Class of 
1973, shared why they are looking forward to 
extending shopping and recreation privileges 
to a wider military community. 

“It is an honor to welcome home these 
heroes to their Exchange,” Shull said. “They 
fought for us. They sacrificed for us. They 
deserve this benefit. It is a truly a privilege to 
serve them once again.” 

Starting Jan. 1, 2020, Purple Heart recipients, former prisoners of war and all 
service-connected disabled veterans, regardless of rating, as well as caregivers 
enrolled in the VA’s Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers program 
will be able to shop at military commissaries and exchanges. 
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The U.S. Military Academy at West Point hosted an Open Season Health Benefits Fair in the Riverside Café of Eisenhower Hall on Nov. 19. Representatives 
from various health plans were available to answer questions and provide literature. Flu shots were also available on a limited basis for employees covered 
under TRICARE. The TRICARE and Federal Health Benefits Open Season runs through Dec. 9.              Photos by Michelle Schneider/PV and Tarnish Pride/USMA PAO 

Health Benefits Season is now Open
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On Oct. 31, Michael Lutz, a long-time shopper of the West Point Commissary, 
was the winner of the Kraft Heinz “Back to School and Labor Day Free 
Groceries” contest. Lutz was one of the six grand prize winners in the 
country to win $2,500 in Commissary gift cards. Lutz (pictured on the right) 
was presented with his check by Vincent DiSalvio of Kraft Heinz, along with 
the West Point Commissary Store Director, Carol Robertin.   Courtesy Photo

Commissary winner
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commissary hours for Thanksgiving Week

For the week of Thanksgiving, the West Point Commissary 
will be open from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday and it will be closed 
Nov. 28 and 29.

The Bass Club at West Point
The Bass Club at West Point is accepting new members.  
The Bass Club shares angling knowledge, conducts 

tournaments, promotes sustainable fishing and performs 
community service in support of West Point outdoor recreation.

Membership is open to military, DOD civilians, veterans of 
the Armed Forces and their dependents.  

For more details, contact toddmess@aol.com or go to http://
pbwimmer.wixsite.com/bassclubatwestpoint.

2019-20 Staff and Faculty Intramural Hockey League 
(MWR item)

The MWR Sports Office is conducting the 2019-20 Staff and 
Faculty Intramural Hockey League. All active duty personnel, 
DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point community 
family members can sign up to play. 

Hockey games will be scheduled at 6 a.m. Monday and 
Thursday and at noon Tuesdays. Season passes must be purchased 
to participate and are now available. The season is ongoing. 

To sign up and/or for more details, contact james.p.mcguinness.
naf@mail.mil or call 845-938-3066.

Mindful Living Workshops (MWR item)
The Mindful Living Workshops will be held at 10:15 a.m. 

on Tuesdays at the MWR Fitness Center. 
The purpose of these workshops is to introduce lifelong 

skills that can help reduce the stress of everyday life. There is 
a fee to attend. 

For more details, call 845-938-6490 or visit westpoint.
armymwr.com.

Yoga with Christine at the MWR Fitness Center (MWR 
item)

Jump start your weekend with Gentle Yoga. Join Christine 
from 5-6 p.m. on Fridays. Advanced sign-ups are required. There 
is a nominal fee per class. Call 845-938-6490 or stop by the MWR 
Fitness Center to sign-up. 

MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op (MWR item)
The MWR Fitness Center Co-Op is looking for new members. 
The co-op is comprised of CYS eligible patrons with children 

ages 6 weeks to 5 years who are looking to exercise while 
having your child participate in volunteer facilitated childcare. 
In exchange for your child’s participation, co-op members agree 
to support other members by assisting with the supervision of 
children during co-op hours. 

If you are interested, call the CYS Outreach Services Office 
at 845-938-3969.

Framing and engraving with West Point Arts and Crafts 
(MWR item) 

The custom framing experts at Arts and Crafts can turn any 
achievement into a timeless work of art. 

Choose from more than 500 quality moldings, 450 acid-free 
mats and opt for UV-protective glass to prevent fading.  

They also offer engraving for any special occasion. Give them 
a call for any special engraving items you may have. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Arts and Crafts’ easy and quick pricing allows you to design 
to your budget. For more details, call 845-938-4812.

Coaches Needed for Child and Youth Services Winter 
Recreation Sports (MWR item)

CYS Sports is looking for coaches for the Child and Youth 
Services’ Winter 2019 Youth Sports programs.

Coaches are needed for Recreation Basketball and Volleyball. 
Interested candidates can contact the Youth Sports Office at 
845-938-3208.

Indoor Firearm Shooting now available at West Point 
(MWR item)

Come on down to the Tronsrue Marksmanship Center today. 
The center is located at 665 Tower Road, adjacent to the Gillis 
Field House.

Hours of operation are Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Recreational shooting is open to all DOD cardholders and their 
guests. 

They have gun rentals, ammunition and targets for sale. 
For more details and to register, call 845-938-1700 or visit 

westpoint.armymwr.com.

Dinner-To-Go Delivery Service for West Point Residents 
(MWR item)

The West Point Club’s Dinner-To-Go is available Monday 
through Friday. Place your order by 2 p.m. that day and specify 
delivery time between 5-7 p.m. or a time between 4:30–6:30 p.m. 
to pick up your meal at the West Point Club’s Benny Havens 
Lounge. 

Delivery service is available for West Point residents only. 
Fifteen-minute parking is authorized for dinner pick up in front 
of the club. 

Servings for four to six are available for a nominal fee. 
For pricing and menu items, visit thewestpointclub.com or 

call 845-446-5506/5504. 

Winter Bowling League Sign-Up at the West Point 
Bowling Center (MWR item)

Registration is still available for winter bowling at the West 
Point Bowling Center. Leagues are ongoing. There are available 
spots in the Sunday Night mixed league (four-person team), 
Monday Night mixed league (four-person team) and Thursday 
Night league (three-person team). Sign-up at 845-938-2140.

Cornwall Presbyterian Church event
Science and Faith—A presentation by John C. Sanford, Ph.D., 

geneticist, author and retired Cornell University professor, about 
his faith journey as a scientist from atheist to confident Christian 
and the useful principles that have guided him.  

The presentation is scheduled for 7 p.m. Friday at Cornwall 
Presbyterian Church, 222 Hudson Street, Cornwall on Hudson.  

For details, contact CPC at 845-534-2903.

Thanksgiving Celebrations at the HHNM’s Wildlife 
Education Center

Bring the family for some pre- and post-holiday fun to the 
Hudson Highlands Nature Museum’s Wildlife Education Center, 
located at 25 Boulevard, Cornwall-on-Hudson. 

The Weekend Nature Program: Turkey Tales is scheduled 
for 10 a.m. Sunday. Learn about the turkey’s natural history and 
interesting adaptations, then go on a guided walk to look for signs 
of turkeys and make a fun turkey craft. 

From noon-4 p.m. Nov. 29-Dec. 1, enjoy Thanksgiving 
Weekend at the Wildlife Education Center, celebrating the Nature 
Museum’s live animals. 

During your visit, check out some amazing local wildlife and 
hear about what they had for their Thanksgiving meal. 

Enjoy “Meet the Animal” presentations at 1 and 2:30 p.m. 
For more details, visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.

Nature in Winter at HHNM
Explore the startling beauty and diversity of nature in winter 

at 10 a.m. Dec. 7 at the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum at 
the Outdoor Discovery Center on Muser Drive, across from 174 
Angola Road, Cornwall.  

Take a hike to search for signs of animals and plants that stay 
green through the winter. Meet one of our local mammals and 
discover its strategy for surviving the winter. 

Pre-registration is not required. For details, visit hhnm.org.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
West Point families are invited to attend services at the Grace 

Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road in Highland Falls. 
The church is near Thayer Gate.

Services are held at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday and at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday. Sunday School for all ages starts at 9:45 a.m. It also 
has seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. 

Transportation is provided as needed. For details on the Grace 
Baptist Church, visit www.gracebaptistny.org.

Army Education Center (updated)
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Kathy Yusuf at 845-569-

3633 or email kathy.yusuf@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Erazo at 845-398-4102 

or email gierazo@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Kimberly Heyman at 845-446-5959 
or email kheyman@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling, marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

Army Education Center—Testing Office
The Army Education Center at West Point offers the following  

Organ Recital Fall Schedule at Cadet Chapel
The last organ recital of the fall is scheduled for 3:30 

p.m. Dec. 8 at the Cadet Chapel. The recital is the 61st 
annual Handel’s Messiah Cadet Choir, combined Choirs and 
Orchestra.

Army Personnel Tests (APT)—AFCT, DLAB, DLPT and SIFT.  
We also offer the TABE and GT Predictor.

Testing is offered by appointment only. To make an 
appointment, call 845-938-3360 or email Janet Browne 
at janet.p.browne.ctr@mail.mil or Gwenn Wallace at  
gwenn.t.wallace.ctr@mail.mil. 

The AEC is also an Authorized Pearson VUE Testing Site, 
open on a space available basis to Soldiers, civilian personnel, 
military contractors and family members who hold a government  
ID card.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the Commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.m.mierva.ctr@mail.mil or stop by the Army 
Education Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  

Community/mwr
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT FOR THE FAMILIES

Child & Youth Services Ice Skating Lessons
Child and Youth Services Sports and Instructional programs 

will have two skating sessions. 
Session 1: Dec. 1, 8 and 15. The make up day is Jan. 5. 

Session 2: Jan. 19, 26 and Feb. 2. The make up day is Feb. 9. 
Session times are 2:30-3 p.m. for ages 3-5 and 3-3:30 p.m. for 
ages 6 and up. All lessons will be held at Tate Rink. 

To register, call 845-938-0939.

CYSitters Babysitter Certifi cation Course Dec. 13-14
The fi rst CYSitters Babysitter Certifi cation course for 12 

year olds and up will be held from 3-6:30 p.m. Dec. 13 at MST, 
Building 500. The second course will be held for 11 year olds 
from 9 a.m-3:30 p.m. Dec. 14 at Lee CYS Facility with a nominal 
fee for this course. To register, call 845-938-4458.

Ski & Snowboard Lesson Registration begins Dec. 7
Are you or your family members in need of ski or snowboard 

lessons? The Victor Constant Ski Area will have open registration 
Dec. 7 for active duty military members and their dependents 
to enroll for lessons. 

The following day, Dec. 8, all other authorized users (DOD 
civilians, retirees) can register. 

The remaining registration slots will be available for general 
public members Dec. 16. 

You can enroll online at victorconstantski.com, or by calling 
the Victor Constant Ski offi  ce at 845-938-8810. 

Ski & Snowboard Instructors wanted
The Victor Constant Ski Area at West Point is recruiting ski 

and snowboard instructors for the season. All of the instructors 
are volunteers who receive season passes, free training, in-season 
clinics and access to ski at West Point during operating hours. 

The ski and snowboard weekend lessons are scheduled at 
9:30 a.m. Saturdays and Sundays and run for one hour. 

The mid-week lessons are a series of 10 lessons given during 
a fi ve-week period (twice a week, either Monday-Wednesday or 
Tuesday-Thursday at 6:30-7:30 p.m.) starting in January. 

Instructor training will run from Jan. 10-12. Instructors 
should teach (or be available to teach) 16 lesson hours during 
the season. There is a children’s program on weekend mornings 
from 11 a.m.-noon. VCSA welcomes new instructors who are 
PSIA/AASI certifi ed or brand new. Free training is provided. 

For more details and to volunteer, contact Madelene Knaggs 
at mknaggs@hvc.rr.com. 

T h a n k s g i v i n g 
Dinner at the West 
Point Club Nov. 28

Join the West Point 
Club from noon-2 p.m. 
Nov. 28 for a traditional 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

Reservations will 
be taken for every half 
hour from noon-2 p.m. 

There is a fee for 
this event. Advanced 
r e s e r v a t i o n s  a r e 
required. The date 
f o r  r e f u n d s  a n d 
cance l l a t ions  has 
passed.

For a complete 
m e n u ,  v i s i t 
thewestpointclub.
c o m .  T o  m a k e 
reservations, call 845-938-5120.

West Point Club Thanksgiving Dinner To-Go Program 
Friday

No time to prepare a Thanksgiving Dinner? Then let the 
West Point Club do all the cooking for you. All orders must be 

Upcoming Fall Trips with Leisure Travel Services 
(updated)

Leisure Travel Services is off ering many trips during the fall 
season. The following trips are: 

• Wednesday—Museum of Natural History or Macy’s 
Balloon Infl ation. Leave West Point at 10 a.m., leave New York 
City at 4:30 p.m.

• Nov. 28—Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. Leave West 
Point at 6 a.m., leave NYC immediately after the parade.

• Dec. 7—Shopping in NYC. Leave West Point at 9 a.m., 
leave NYC at 4 p.m.

There is a fee for these trips. For more details and reservations, 
call 845-938-3601 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

West Point Club Breakfast with Santa Dec. 8
Join the West Point Club for its annual Breakfast with Santa 

from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Dec. 8. Enjoy breakfast and a custom 
cupcake bar with the big man himself. 

There is a fee for this event. No refunds for cancellations 
after Dec. 1. 

Cancellations prior to Dec.1 are subject to a processing fee. 
To make reservations, call 845-938-5120. For more details, 

visit thewestpontclub.com.

Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony Dec. 9
The annual Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony will be held at 

6 p.m. Dec. 9 at the West Point Exchange. 
Join us for carols performed by the Cadet Chapel Choirs, 

West Point Brass Quintet and the West Point Middle School 
Band and Chorus. 

There will be magnifi cent lights as well as refreshments, 
crafts and a visit from Santa Claus. 

For more details, call 845- 938-6497 or visit westpoint.
armymwr.com.

 
Radio City Christmas Spectacular starring the 
Rockettes with Leisure Travel Services

West Point Leisure Travel Services has tickets available for 
the Radio City Christmas Spectacular starring the Rockettes, 
Dec. 10 and 11 with an 8 p.m. curtain and Dec. 17 and 19 with 
a 5 p.m. curtain. 

All seats are in orchestra seating. Return immediately 
after all shows. There is a fee for these shows, which includes 
transportation. No refunds or exchanges. 

For more details and tickets, call LTS at 845-938-3601.

For DOD and non-DOD rates and reservations, call 845-
938-3926.

received by Friday. 
Meal pick up will be 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday. No refunds 

will be given for cancellations at this time. Ala Carte menu only 
available with purchase of a full to-go order. 

Reheating directions will be provided. There is a fee for this 
program. For a complete menu, visit thewestpointclub.com. To 
make reservations, call 845-446-5504/5506.

West Point Golf Course Pro Shop End of Season Sale
All merchandise at the West Point Golf Course Pro Shop is 

on sale at 30-50 percent off  for the month of November. 
For more details, call 845-938-2435 or visit golfatwestpoint.

com.

Morgan Farm Thanksgiving Holiday Kennel Boarding
Morgan Farm is now taking kenneling reservations for the 

Thanksgiving holiday weekend. Grooming is available for 
pick-up. For DOD and non-DOD rates and reservations, call 
845-938-3926.

West Point Community Skate
The West Point Community Skate at Tate Rink is ongoing 

for the 2019-20 season. 
The open skate will be held on the following dates and times: 

Dec. 1, 8 and 15, Jan. 5, 19 and 26, Feb. 2, 9 and 16 and March 
1 from 2:30-4 p.m. 

Open to West Point personnel, DOD personnel and family 
members. Skaters must supply their own skates. For more details, 
call 845-938-3066.

West Point Club Murder Mystery Dinner Theater Dec. 6
The theme for the next West Point Club Murder Mystery 

Dinner is “The Yuletide Murder” and is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Dec. 6. 

This full immersion experience will delight and intrigue you 
as everyone tries to solve the murder mystery. Actors are seated 
among you so you never know what will happen next. 

For reservations, call 845-938-5120.

Ski Swap and Sale Dec. 7
The Ski Swap and Sale will be held from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Dec. 

7 at the Victor Constant Ski Area. 
Available at the swap are new and used equipment, new 

apparel and accessories, seasonal locker and equipment rentals, 
seasonal snow passes sale, consignments swap and sale. For 
more details, call 845-938-8810 or visit victorconstantski.com.

Tickets now on sale for Army Football Spirit Luncheon 
at the West Point Club Dec. 11

Tickets for the Army Football Spirit Luncheons is now on 
sale. Purchase your tickets from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the West Point Club’s Admin Offi  ce. 

The next and last luncheon of the season is Dec. 11 for Navy. 
Doors open at 11 a.m. and the luncheon begins at noon. Buy 

your tickets early for reserved seats. 
For a complete listing of the luncheons, visit thewestpointclub.

com or call 845-938-5120.

Morgan Farm Army-Navy Weekend Special Dec. 13
Get three nights of boarding for the cost of two for Army-

Navy Weekend at Morgan Farm. Drop your pets off  Dec. 13 and 
pick-up on Dec. 16. Grooming is available for pick-up. 

For DoD and non-DoD rates and reservations, call 845-
938-3926.

Morgan Farm Holiday Kennel Boarding Dec. 25
Morgan Farm is now taking kenneling reservations for the 

Dec. 25 holiday. Grooming is available for pick-up. 



12 noVemBer 21, 2019 Pointer View  

Keller Corner
KACH Dining Facility will be serving a 
Thanksgiving Meal today

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
will serve its Thanksgiving Meal from 11 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. today at the Keller Dining 
Facility.

Tickets are $6.85 for E-4 and below and 
$9.10 for E-5 and above. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance at the DFAC.

The meal will include several appetizers, 
soup, various sides, desserts, and an entrée to 
include Steamship Round or Maple-Bourbon 
Glazed Turkey with gravy.

TRICARE Open Season
TRICARE and Federal Benefi ts (FEDVIP) 

Open Season for enrollment or changes is 
onging through Dec. 9. 

See the fl yer on page 14 to determine 
what this means for active duty, reserves, 
dependents and retirees; or visit https://www.
tricare.mil/openseason19. To learn more 
about FEDVIP Open Season, go to https://
www.tricare.mil/vision. 

KACH has nine dates available for 
“walk-in” fl u immunization

Keller Army Community Hospital has 
received 170 doses of pediatric flu vaccine 
(6-35 months old) and 700 doses of the 
adult flu vaccine (36 months old-adult) and 
is ready to resume vaccinating the West 
Point community and its beneficiaries.

The Influenza walk-in immunizations 
are scheduled for Friday, Monday and 
Wednesday; and Dec. 2, 4, 6, 9 and 11. 

The immunizations will be held at the 
Primary Care Department in the Brian D. 
Allgood Clinic, first floor, from 1-3:30 p.m.

If you are not able to make those 
times, contact the Keller Appointment 
Center at 845-938-7992 or 800-552-2907 
and schedule an appointment for the 
immunization.

Substance Use Disorder Clinic open
The KACH’s Substance Use Disorder 

Clinic Care (SUDCC) is open to cadets, active 
duty service members and benefi ciaries who 
are interested in seeking help independently.  

The clinic provides substance use disorder 
clinical care including assessment, education, 
treatment, rehabilitation and aftercare for 
cadets, active duty members and other 
benefi ciaries. 

This is an integrated medical and 
behavioral health model aimed to enhance 
health and readiness.  

It is preferred to have individuals seek 
education and treatment on their own to 
prevent them from possibly experiencing an 
alcohol or drug related incident. 

The SUDCC is located in Building 656. 
You can schedule an appointment in person 
from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday or call 
845-938-7691.

Friday—“Frozen II,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Frozen II,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 29—“Frozen II,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

• “What I am Most Thankful For”: 
WPFH would like to know what the children 
of West Point are most thankful for. 

Simply write an essay about the things in 
your life that you are most thankful for and 
drop off  at 126 Washington Road or email 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Wednesday. 

Winners will be announced Friday.

• Thankful Continental Breakfast: 
Stop by to grab some breakfast and sit down, 
relax and join us for a cup of coff ee. 

We will have freshly baked bagels, 
muffi  ns, coff ee, tea and orange juice. The 
Thankful Breakfast will be served from 8:30-
10:30 a.m. Tuesday at 126 Washington Road.

• Food Drive Campaign: West Point 
Family Homes will start the holiday season 
by hosting a Food Drive Campaign to assist 
families in need through Nov. 22. 

Stop by 126 Washington Road and drop 
off  canned or box goods. Or give to one of 
our resident specialists or maintenance techs.
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Systems Engineering takes Ultimate Frisbee title

The Systems Engineering team finished its second consecutive West Point Staff and Faculty Ultimate 
Frisbee season undefeated and defended its title with a 12-6 win over GENE/DFL/DEP/CLS on Nov. 13 at 
the Foley Indoor Center.                                   Photos by Michelle Schneider/PV and Systems Engineering
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Football tramples VMI, 47-6, for Senior Day win

sPorts

By Greg Kincaid
Army Athletic Communications 

With 594 yards on the ground, the Army West Point football 
team powered past VMI for a 47-6, senior day win Saturday 
afternoon at Michie Stadium.

Senior quarterback Kelvin Hopkins Jr., who came into the 
game to replace sophomore quarterback Jabari Laws late in the 
opening quarter, logged a career-best 208 rushing yards and a 
score on 16 carries for the Black Knights (5-6). 

Prior to exiting the contest, Laws had success running the 
football against the Keydets (4-7) as the second-year quarterback 
went for 97 yards and a touchdown.

Junior quarterback Christian Anderson and senior running 
backs Connor Slomka and Kell Walker also all found pay dirt 
to add to Army’s successful rushing performance. 

Slomka was responsible for three of the Black Knights’ seven 
touchdowns in the game.

Defensively, it was senior linebacker Cole Christiansen 
pacing the Cadets with 10 tackles in his final game at Michie 
Stadium. Sophomore defensive back Malkelm Morrisson, 
sophomore defensive back Cedrick Cunningham Jr. and junior 
linebacker Jeremiah Lowery each came away with five tackles 
apiece. 

Sophomore defensive lineman Kwabena Bonsu found his 
way into the VMI backfield several times and he tallied a team-
best two sacks.

 
How it happened 
• The Keydets elected to go for an onside kick to start the 

game and came up with the ball. The Army defense held its 
ground though and VMI could only generate 22 yards before 
being held to three points after a 47-yard field goal sailed through 
the uprights.

• The lead didn’t last for long as Army responded on its 
first drive of the game with a touchdown at the 7:17 mark of 
the opening quarter. The nine-play drive was highlighted by a 
23-yard scamper by Laws before he later punched one in from 
the 4-yard line to put the Black Knights ahead, 7-3.  

• The Keydets had possession of the ball on their own 20-
yard line with 12:31 remaining in the half before working their 
way 60 yards down the field to set up another field goal. This 
time, the kick was from 37 yards out and made it a one-point 
game, 7-6.

• Once again, the Cadets had a quick counter and charged 
ahead 14-6 after gaining 64 yards in just seven plays. Hopkins 
sparked the scoring drive with a 42-yard rush up the right 
sideline. Army then turned to Slomka and he went into the end 

zone from three yards out, marking his first touchdown of the 
afternoon.

• Army dominated the third quarter and outscored the 
Keydets, 19-0.

• On Army’s first drive of the second half, Walker capped 
a 10-play, 99-yard drive with a 59-yard run to the end zone to 
put the Black Knights ahead, 21-6.

• VMI turned the ball over on downs on its following 
possession and gave the Black Knights possession on the 
Keydets’ 27-yard line. Army took advantage of the favorable 
field positioning and Slomka rushed one in from three-yards 
out to extend the lead.

• With 1:33 on the clock in the third frame, Hopkins scored 
for the Black Knights after a 63-yard rush. It was the second 
play of a drive that lasted just 54 seconds.

• Army kicked off following the score and junior kicker 
Landon Salyers forced a fumble and recovered it. The Cadets 
then marched 39 yards into the end zone after Slomka took one 
in from eight-yards out to give Army a 40-6 advantage with 
14:14 left to play.  

• The Black Knights had one final score in them, and it came 
with just over five minutes remaining in the game. Anderson 
opened the scoring drive with a 48-yard rush before capping it 
with a four-yard score.  

Senior quarterback Kelvin Hopkins Jr., who came into the game to replace sophomore quarterback Jabari Laws late in the opening quarter, logged a career-best 
208 rushing yards and a score on 16 carries for the Black Knights during Army West Point football’s 47-6 victory over VMI on senior day Saturday at Michie 
Stadium.                              Photo by Army Athletic Communications
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Wrestling captures team title at Black Knight Invite
Senior Noah Stewart had a dominant day on the mat, going 4-0 en route to the 184-pound title as Army West Point wrestling took the Black Knight Invite 
Sunday.                                Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By Frank Shala
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point wrestling team continued its strong 
start to the season Sunday, as the Black Knights won three 
individual titles, as well as the top overall team crown at its 
host invite. 

“I thought the guys competed really hard,” head coach 
Kevin Ward said. “We talked about before the tournament, that 
as long as you go out there and fight and you can walk off the 
mat saying I gave everything I had, we can improve from that.”

Army finished with an impressive 140 point team total, tops 
among the eight teams in attendance. Penn State was second 
overall with 127.5 points, and Central Michigan rounded out 

the top three with 107.5. 
The Black Knights also sent six wrestlers to respective 

finals, with the three individual champions coming at 165, 
184 and 197 pounds. 

Senior Cael McCormick went 3-0, with three decision 
wins on the day at 165 pounds. He won a 9-7 affair in the final 
against Richard Stamm of Hofstra. 

Senior Noah Stewart had a dominant day on the mat, going 
4-0 en route to his title at 184 pounds. He scored two technical 
falls, including an 18-1 victory in the semifinals. The final was 
a thriller, as it took extra time before Stewart was able to score 
a takedown to win a 9-7 decision. 

The 197-pound final pitted two cadets versus one another, 
as sophomore J.T. Brown squared off against senior Alex 

Hopkins. 
It was a tight battle, with Brown securing the victory in 

the final period to earn a 2-1 decision. 
Senior Trey Chalifoux also made the finals (125 pounds), 

falling to Drew Hildebrandt from Central Michigan in a close 
7-5 decision. 

Senior Lucas Weiland was the final cadet to make a final. 
Weiland advanced to the 157-pound final match, before 
dropping a 5-2 decision to Will Lewan of Michigan. 

“I think this tournament is about getting big time 
experience,” Ward said. “Competing against multiple Big 
10 teams, the defending national champions (Penn State), 
our guys are learning that they can compete against anybody 
across the country.”
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FOOTBALL

DEC. 14, 3 P.M.—NAVY, LINCOLN FINANCIAL FIELD, PHILADELPHIA.

WRESTLING

SUNDAY, 2 P.M.—WEST VIRGINIA, CHRISTL ARENA.

TRACK AND FIELD (INDOOR)
DEC. 1, 9:20 A.M.—CROWELL OPEN, GILLIS FIELD HOUSE.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

NOV. 30, 7 P.M.—MARIST, POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK.

DEC. 4, 7:30 P.M.—NJIT, CHRISTL ARENA.

Sports calendar
DEC. 7, 1 P.M.—LIU, CHRISTL ARENA.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

SATURDAY, 1 P.M.—COLUMBIA, CHRISTL ARENA.

TUESDAY, 5 P.M.—TCU, CHRISTL ARENA.

DEC. 4, 5 P.M.—LIU, CHRISTL ARENA.

HOCKEY

FRIDAY, 7:05 P.M.—RIT, TATE RINK.

SATURDAY, 4:05 P.M.—RIT, TATE RINK.

**VIEW ARMY WEST POINT SCHEDULE AT WWW.GOARMYWESTPOINT.COM/CALENDAR.ASPX?.

Hockey completes sweep, contains Holy Cross
By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point hockey team completed its weekend 
sweep of Holy Cross on Saturday with a 3-1 victory in Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 

Senior forward Michael Wilson’s goal 3:03 into the game set 
the tone for the Black Knights. Sophomore forward Eric Butte 
netted the game-winning goal and junior defenseman Cody 
Fleckenstein was also on the scoring sheet. 

For the eighth game in a row, the Black Knights had a perfect 
penalty kill. Backed by junior goalie Trevin Kozlowski's 24 saves 
the Cadets have denied 34 straight opponent man advantages. 

How it happened   
• The Black Knights picked things up right where they left 

off  from last night with a goal 3:03 into the action. 
• Wilson sparked the off ense with the fi rst goal of the night 

from the right circle to put Army up 1-0. 
• The Crusaders knotted it back up three minutes later with 

an even-strength score.
• The Black Knights bounced back seconds after a penalty 

was killed off  when senior forward Dominic Franco cleared 
the puck out of the Army zone to Butte who was able to take 
advantage on a breakaway. 

• Fleckenstein notched his fi rst-career goal 1:47 into the 
second period to clinch the victory. 

• As a defl ected shot was heading out of traffi  c in front of 
the net, Fleckenstein came in trailing the play to bank it in low 
on the glove side. 

Highlights and game notes 
• The Black Knights posted another clean sheet on the 

penalty kill. 
• Army denied three more extra-man opportunities and has 

not allowed a power play score since the season opener.
• The Cadets have killed off  34 penalties in a row which spans 

over 504:20 minutes of action and eight full games.
• Kozlowski made 24 saves in net.
• Fleckenstein’s score was the fi rst of his career. 
• Wilson was back in the scoring column with his tally 

tonight. 
• It was his fourth of the year and the 29th of his four-year 

career. 

• He also boasts 52-career points. 
• Butte scored his second goal of the season and fourth in his 

career. He has 10 career points as well. 
• Franco registered a pair of assists for his second multi-assist 

game this season and sixth in his career. 
• He has posted 18 multi-point games in his career. 
• The senior assistant captain has notched six in 2019-20 so 

far and 45 in an Army sweater. 
• Franco increased his career point total to 80 and paces the 

senior class. 
• Sophomore forward Colin Bilek, freshman defenseman 

Anthony Firriolo and junior defenseman John Zimmerman also 
added assists. 

• Zimmerman added one helper tonight to lift his weekend 
total to four helpers and fi ve points. 

• His season point total is now eight, while his career mark 
is 25. 

• Bilek posted his second assist of the year tonight and fi fth 
point. Bilek now has 12 helpers in two seasons and 22 points. 

• Firriolo recorded the fi rst point in his rookie season. 
• This is Army’s fi rst series sweep on the road since last 

year’s playoff s at Mercyhurst. 

Sophomore forward Eric Butte netted the game-winning goal while the Army West Point hockey team 
completed its weekend sweep of Holy Cross on Saturday with a 3-1 victory in Worcester, Mass. 
                       Photo by Army Athletic Communications
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Women’s rugby comes up short in championship
Senior wing Damaria Morton scored the lone try for the Black Knights as the Army West Point women’s rugby team lost to Harvard 18-7 in the fi nals of the 
NIRA National Championship in Cambridge, Mass.                       Photos by Army Athletic Communications

By Frank Shala
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point women’s 
rugby team came up just short 
of the final prize Sunday, falling 
18-7 to Harvard in the fi nals of the 
NIRA National Championship in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Senior wing Damaria Morton 
scored the lone try for Army, who 

finish its stellar 15s season 7-2 
overall. 

The fi rst half was a defensive 
eff ort by both squads, as both Army 
and Harvard (7-2) spent the better 
part of the fi rst 40 minutes jockeying 
for off ensive possession. 

Morton was able to get the Black 
Knights on the board in the 30th 
minute after Army pressed the action 
into the Crimson side. 

Sophomore fullback McKenzie 
Borchers would add the conversion 
to make it 7-0, but that was all the 
offense would be able to muster 
for the remainder of the contest, 
as Harvard would reel off 18 
unanswered points. 

Army highlights and game 
notes

• Army falls to 1-2-1 all-time 

against Harvard in varsity 15s play.
• Morton’s try gave her 15 on the 

fall, tops on the team. The senior also 
led the Black Knights with 75 total 
points this fall. 

• Borchers kicked her team 
leading 15th try of the fall campaign. 

Scoring timeline vs. Harvard
• 30th minute: TRY—Damaria 

Morton; Conversion (Borchers)—

Army (Army leads, 7-0)
• 35th minute: TRY—Robyn 

Beese—Harvard (Army leads, 7-5)
•  65th minute: PK—Brogan 

Mior—Harvard (Harvard leads, 8-7)
• 73rd minute: TRY—Achele 

Agada—Harvard (Harvard leads, 
13-7

• 80th minute: TRY—Dominique 
Cantave—Harvard (Harvard leads, 
18-7).


