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A r m y - A i r  F o r c e 
Weekend, honoring 
Benjamin O. Davis Jr.
(Above) The U.S. Air Force Academy held a ceremony Friday to rename the 
academy's airfi eld in honor of Gen. Benjamin O. Davis Jr., U.S. Military Academy 
1936 graduate. (Right) The Army West Point Spirit Group pumps up Soldiers 
and Army fans at the 4th Infantry Division’s pep rally and bonfi re at the Hub at 
Fort Carson, Colorado. See Page 3 for story and more photos from the weekend.  
                        Photos by Brandon O’Connor/PV and 2nd Lt. AleX Werden
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news & Features

Thirteen active duty Special Forces Soldiers from 1st 
Battalion, 3rd Special Forces Group, are marching from 
Washington D.C. to Connecticut to raise awareness 
about Gold Star families and to memorialize the fallen 
during the Ruck 2 Remember. Ruck 2 Remember is an 
annual event that gives Gold Star families, active duty 
servicemembers and veterans a venue to honor fallen 
heroes. They stopped at the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point along the way to participate in a flag retreat. 
Gold Star moms and six Class of 2006 West Point 
graduates attended the ceremony Oct. 30 and hiked 
the Trail of the Fallen on Oct. 31. “It’s an emotional 
ceremony. My son died protecting that flag. My boy 
was class of ‘06 and this is an effort by his groups 
to recognize and remember all of the fallen from 3rd 
group and others,” Helen Kaiser Pederson said.  
                  Photos by Michelle Schneider/PV

Fallen graduates honored at Retreat, Ruck 2 Remember
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Airfield dedication, sporting events highlight Army-Air Force Weekend
By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

The U.S. Military Academy’s weekend at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy started with a celebration and ended with heartbreak.

On Friday morning, the leadership of West Point and USAFA 
gathered along with the top leadership of the Air Force to honor a 
trailblazer who touched both institutions, Gen. Benjamin O. Davis 
Jr. who graduated from West Point in 1936 with dreams of flying. 

He got his chance in 1942 when he joined the Army Air 
Corps, the predecessor of the Air Force, as a Tuskegee Airman 
and started a lengthy career in the Air Force. His contributions 
to the Air Force and the nation as a whole were honored 
permanently during the ceremony with the renaming of the Air 
Force Academy’s airfield as Davis Airfield.

“This airfield and the story of Gen. Davis will inspire future 
leaders to turn their dreams into flight,” Chief of Staff of the Air 
Force Gen. David L. Goldfein said. “He took on the barriers of 
race and discrimination for our military, and he opened doors of 
opportunity for many of our nation’s and our Air Force’s greatest 
leaders. We’re naming this airfield after a true hero, a man of 
impeccable character and extraordinary competence.”

After taking time to celebrate, the rest of the weekend was 
spent competing. Cadets from West Point and USAFA faced off 
against each other in the boxing ring, on the rugby pitch and 
more before ending the weekend with the annual Army-Air 
Force football game. 

After graduation, cadets from the two academies will work 
together in the armed forces, but there was no love lost between 
the rivals during Friday’s competitions. 

Most of the fields on Air Force’s campus in Colorado were 
covered in snow from a storm earlier in the week, but with the 
pitch cleared not even near freezing temperatures could keep 
the service academy rival rugby teams from their annual clash.  

The Black Knights dominated the game winning 39-0 for 
their third consecutive victory, but it would kickoff a back and 
forth weekend between the two service academies. 

The hard hits from the rugby game carried over into the 
boxing ring where cadets went toe-to-toe in three-round bouts. 
Cadets also battled each other in judo, handball, water polo and 
functional fitness. 

“You definitely feel the pressure a little bit more. In the past, 
it hasn’t been this competitive, but this year they really gave 
us a run for our money, so it was a good time,” Class of 2020 
Cadet Monica Schmelzenbach, a member of the judo team, 
said of competing against Air Force. “We met up with the team 
the night before so it was nice to actually know the people and 
Sophomore 
quarterback 
Jabari Laws 
drops back 
t o  p a s s 
during the 
A r m y - A i r 
Force game 
a t  F a l c o n 
Stadium in 
C o l o r a d o 
S p r i n g s , 
C o l o . , 
S a t u r d a y. 
A i r  F o r c e 
d e f e a t e d 
Army 17-13.  
Photo by Class 
of 2023 Cadet 
Hannah Lamb

The U.S. Military Academy competes against the Air Force Academy in men’s and women’s boxing Friday 
at the Air Force Academy.          Photo by Brandon O'Connor/PV

not just have the combat mentality. It was good to have a solid 
understanding that we’re both on the same team here, but we 
come here to fight as well.”

Other than rugby, all the other teams that competed for the 
two academies Friday are club teams giving them a chance to 

shine and perform for larger crowds than normal thanks to the 
large delegations traveling for the football game the next day.

“The club teams get their chance to show their school spirit 
and support the Army brand as well,” Schmelzenbach said of the 
day’s competitions. “It just brings a lot of different aspects of the 
school together, not just football. I think a lot of people can get 
behind that and we had a lot of supporters come out today and 
watch our fight. It was really awesome to be here.”

After the competitions, cadets, the Rabble Rousers, the Cadet 
Spirit Band and Army fans congregated at nearby Fort Carson for 
a Beat Air Force pep rally that included the burning of a falcon 
effigy atop a roaring bonfire. 

The back and forth nature of many of the weekend’s 
competitions carried over to Saturday, where despite being two 
score underdogs the Black Knights battled throughout the game 
against the host Falcons in the annual Army-Air Force football 
game. 

The teams traded scores throughout the game before Air Force 
took the lead 17-13 early in the fourth quarter. With the clock 
winding down, Army drove to the Air Force five-yard line with 
help from a 31-yard pass from quarterback Jabari Laws, who 
started in place of the injured Kelvin Hopkins Jr. 

But with four chances to punch the ball into the endzone and 
capture the “Star,” Army couldn’t covert falling to Air Force for 
the first time since 2016. 

“Proud of the effort, thought they played hard,” Army head 
coach Jeff Monken said after the game. “There’s just not really 
any words to say. (It’s) disappointing, but we’re not going to quit 
and we are going to keep fighting.”
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National, foreign policy challenges at forefront of SCUSA  

 POINTIN FOCUS: SCUSA CONFERENCE

Story and photos by Michelle Schneider
Pv Staff Writer

The U.S. Military Academy hosted the 71st 
annual Student Conference on U.S. Affairs 
conference Oct. 31 through Nov. 2. 

This year’s theme was, “Advancing the 
National Interest: The Intersection of Domestic 
Politics and American Foreign Policy.” More 
than 180 foreign and national student delegates 
alongside 90 West Point cadets discussed 
challenging and thought-provoking issues 
surrounding national and foreign policy.

Thirty former U.S. Ambassadors, diplomats 
in the state department, Department of Defense 
officials, congressional staff and members of 
several think tanks attended SCUSA this year. 
They served as keynote speakers as well as 
discussion facilitators during the conference.

“Each roundtable has two senior practitioners 
to add their perspective from the real world. 
They have experience and knowledge based on 
these different roundtable topics we developed 
regarding foreign and national policy,” SCUSA 
Executive Secretary Maj. Michael Wright said. 
“They are not there to teach or lecture but 
offer guidance to cadets and student delegates 
as mentors who have expertise within each 
roundtable topic.” 

Past keynote speakers have included Henry 
Kissinger, Madeline Albright and George H. W. 
Bush. SCUSA Cadet Commander and Class 
of 2020 Cadet Kathryn Seyer said their ability 
to attract high profile participants showcases 
the level of expertise and professionalism of 
the conference and speaks volumes about its 
influence.

This year, Ambassador Kay Bailey 
Hutchinson was invited to attend SCUSA as 
a keynote speaker. She was sworn in as the 
Permanent Representative of the United States 
to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Aug. 
15, 2017, and as a member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, Hutchinson has gained 

Class of 2020 Cadet Don McLaren serves as a facilitator for the Alliances and Multilateral Organizations roundtable 
discussion held in Thayer Hall throughout the SCUSA conference. 
deep and extensive international experience 
from a military standpoint. 

During her keynote address to cadets and 
student delegates during the Friday night 
banquet, Hutchinson stressed the importance 
of NATO and how its 29 international alliances 
serve to protect and strengthen America’s 
democracy from collective threats.

“Our adversaries have one thing in common: 
none of them have democracies, human rights 

as a value, none of them have a rule of law,” 
Hutchinson said. “We do have those values and 
that is what our alliance is; we work together to 
deter our adversaries and assure that our way of 
life is protected, that freedom and democracy 
and the value of human rights are protected for 
the world. We have got to be willing to fight 
for that and protect it for future generations.”

Hutchinson previously served as chairperson 
for the Board of Visitors at West Point and 
shared how the fact that the academy welcomes 
international students has helped with military 
to military interventions, references and de-
confliction. She said SCUSA allows people 
the opportunity to network and creates an 
interconnection that benefits their future in a 
multitude of ways.

Cadets and student delegates explored 
challenges and came up with solutions regarding 
their roundtable topic of choice, to include 
globalization, weaponized information, 
domestic political polarization, cyberspace 
security, immigration, climate change, weapons 
technology, and alliances and multilateral 
organizations. 

Seyer shared that SCUSA helps cadets 
gain a more well-rounded global perspective in 
addition to developing policies that determine 
the next direction the United States should go 
in where national interests and strengthening 
allies are concerned.

“It allows them to think outside the box and 
learn how to listen to other people’s perspectives 
to use it and build off it,” Seyer said. “We as 
officers will be going forward in our careers 
and you never know what country, what ally, 
what people you must work with. I think that 

by exposing them to it in this academic setting, 
it will profit them in the future.” 

The purpose of SCUSA is to recognize new 
political, economic and social dynamics and 
to bolster allies. Cadets and student delegates 
analyzed how these components affect domestic 
and foreign relations in Europe, the Middle East, 
regions of Africa, the Indo-Pacific, China and 
Russia from a team-oriented perspective.

“It’s one of our biggest focus with regards to 
SCUSA—building those teams and partnerships 
—and especially getting to bring them to a place 
like West Point and experience the U.S. military 
for the first time, but it’s in this academic 
setting,” Seyer said. “They can see that we are 
not just Soldiers, we are Soldier-scholars, and 
that is a big thing we like to focus on.” 

Over the course of three days of debate 
and resolution, cadets and student delegates 
also participated in social mixers and nightly 
receptions with keynote speakers. Throughout 
the two days of roundtable discussion, each 
group produced a three to five-page policy 
proposal. They presented their policies to 
SCUSA attendees Saturday, the last day of the 
conference, and defined national interests and 
how to pursue them.

“SCUSA is a chance to talk to people with 
different perspectives from people all over the 
world, and very few opportunities like this ever 
occur,” Class of 2020 Cadet Don McLaren said. 
“I learn more interacting here and applying 
theory than I do sitting in a classroom reading 
from a textbook. These are ideas I could never 
conceptualize before and comes with simply 
interacting with different groups of people. To 
me, that’s invaluable.” 

Student delegates from international and domestic universities visited the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point to participate in SCUSA on Oct. 31. Their 
group was called, “Foreign Policy in an Era of Domestic Polarization” and they 
discussed relevant topics to find solutions under their category. Yusuf Khan 
(pictured center) is a student from the University of Nebraska and shared his 
thoughts about attending SCUSA. “It’s really important that people from all 
over the nation come together to not only meet military leaders we may work 
with in the future, but 30 years down the line we can recognize familiar faces 
when dealing with foreign policy issues.”  
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On Oct. 22, Geography and Environmental Engineering faculty Patrick Baker, 
Lt. Col. Mindy Kimball, Capt. Nathaniel Sheehan, Kim Quell and cadets in EV310 
(Aquatic Science) hosted the ‘Day in the Life of the Hudson River Estuary.’ More 
than 55 children from the fourth grade at West Point Elementary School as well 
as 30 Girl Scouts attended with their families and learned about the physical 
(tides), chemical (salinity) and biologic (fish and crabs) characteristics of the 
Hudson River. This annual event encourages students to collect data, such 
as weather, tide, turbidity, water temperature, salinity, dissolved oxygen and 
biodiversity, to create snapshots of the river at West Point and share with other 
collection efforts from New York City to Albany. (Above) Class of 2020 Cadet 
Nate Buss, Elizabeth Sheehan and Capt. Nathaniel Sheehan prepare to sein 
fish from South Dock. (Below) Quell talks about water quality of the Hudson 
River with West Point Elementary School students. (Above right) Kimball 
demonstrates water measurement requirements to the Girl scouts. (Below 
right) Students display the fish they used in an activity to learn what fish are 
within the changing salt levels of the Hudson Estuary.      Courtesy Photos

WPES students enjoy a ‘Day in the Life of the Hudson River Estuary’
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DMI conducts Saratoga staff ride, studies American Revolution campaign

 POINTIN FOCUS: STAFF RIDE TO SARATOGA

Story and photo submitted by the 
Department of Military Instruction

The 1777 Saratoga Campaign culminated 
in one of the most significant battles in 
American history, as American forces trapped 
an entire British army in the uplands of New 
York state compelling its surrender and 
earning the fledgling republic international 
recognition from France and eventually 
military assistance from French forces. 

From Oct. 16-18, 50 members of the 
Department of Military Instruction conducted 
a staff ride on the same hallowed ground. The 
staff ride spanned three days and covered the 
1777 Saratoga Campaign in depth, connecting 
one of the most decisive battles during the 
American Revolution to current conflicts. 

The time spent away from West Point 
assisted the Department of Military Instruction 
in the professional development of its faculty 
and staff and reinforced departmental esprit 
de corps.

The concept of the staff ride originated in 
the mid-19th century with the German general 
and theorist Helmuth von Moltke. The staff 
ride is typically comprised of a rigorous study 
of a specific campaign or battle, a visit to the 
actual sites associated with that campaign and 
an opportunity to reflect on the lessons derived 
from the experience. 

According to Defense and Strategic 
Studies historian and staff ride coordinator 
Capt. Matthew DiRisio, the staff ride provided 
each participant with a deeper understanding 
of the complex interplay between political, 
geographic, cultural and strategic factors that 
all come together in one dramatic setting. 

DiRisio assisted the staff ride participants 
by conducting preparatory briefings on 
the American Revolution and Saratoga 
Campaign, including key individuals, battles 
and concepts. 

Once the staff ride commenced, the 
participants visited several key sites from 
the Saratoga Campaign including Mount 
Defiance, Fort Ticonderoga, Freeman’s Farm, 
the Barber Wheatfield, Breymann’s Redoubt, 
and the Boot Monument. At each site, staff 
ride members analyzed both the American 
and British strategies. They also discussed 
the importance of leadership, developing 
command relationships, unity of command 

and disciplined initiative.
Lt. Col. Nathaniel Davis, director of 

Defense and Strategic Studies at West Point, 
explained that staff rides can be extremely 
beneficial to all those involved. He noted that 
“Staff rides develop our faculty by exploring 
battlefield leadership while standing on the 
ground where the battle occurred, but also 
by bringing that leadership into context with 
the strategic and operational picture that 
constrained or presented opportunities on 
the battlefield, and the significance of the 
outcome.”

Discussing the Saratoga Campaign 
while on the battlefield led to comparisons 
between the invading British army during 
the American Revolution and present-day 
asymmetric conflicts, which rely heavily on 
an element of information warfare. 

M a j .  C o l e  L i v i e r a t o s ,  a  f o r m e r 
psychological operations officer and DSS 
instructor who teaches Insurgency and 
Counterinsurgency, said he found special 
relevance when examining the messaging 
problems the British encountered in 1777 
with the death of American noncombatant, 
Jane McCrea. 

McCrea’s death at the hands of British-
allied Native American scouts turned into 
an effective rally cry for American Patriots 
during the Saratoga Campaign.

“Social movement theory stresses the 
importance of framing and narratives, 
which tell a story to galvanize an audience,” 
Livieratos said. “This helps groups to mobilize 
and overcome the phenomenon referred to as 
the ‘insurgents dilemma,’ which prevents 
people from taking collective action because 

risks outweigh the potential benefits of joining 
a rebellion. The Patriot press capitalized on 
the incident with information campaigns that 
demonstrated the savagery of British forces 
and their callousness toward civilian lives. 
The campaign was a major turning point for 
public opinion during the Revolutionary War.”  

Staff rides remain an important part of the 
professional development of Army leaders. 
They provide leaders with an opportunity 
to study history in width and depth and 
examine events at all levels of war. Although 
the character of warfare has undoubtedly 
metamorphized during the past 242 years, the 
nature of war remains essentially the same. 

The s tudy of  his tory enriches the 
understanding, establishes a connection with 
our storied martial traditions and solidifies the 
bonds present within our profession of arms. 
 

From Oct. 16-18, 50 members of the Department of Military Instruction conducted a staff ride on the hallowed ground 
of the Saratoga Campaign in Saratoga, N.Y. (Above) The members of DMI in front of Fort Ticonderoga. 
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Ready West Point: are 
you ready for winter?
By Thomas Slater 
E m e r g e n c y 
P r e p a r e d n e s s 
Coordinator, DPTMS

Be ready and prepared to 
stay safe this winter. Winter 
storms and cold temperatures 
can be extremely hazardous 
in the northeast. Stay safe and 
healthy by planning ahead.  

Take these steps:

Winterize your home
•  I n s t a l l  w e a t h e r 

stripping, insulation and 
storm windows.  

• Insulate water lines that 
run along exterior walls. 

• Clean out gutters and 
repair roof leaks.

Check your heating 
systems

•  H a v e  y o u r 
heat ing system serviced 
professionally to ensure it 
is clean, working properly and ventilated to 
the outside.

•  Inspect and clean fireplaces and 
chimneys.

• Have a safe alternate heating source and 
alternate fuels available.

•  Prevent  carbon monoxide  (CO) 
emergencies. Install a CO detector to alert 
you of the presence of this deadly, odorless 
and  colorless gas.  

• Learn the symptoms of CO poisoning:  
headache,  dizziness,  weakness,  upset 
stomach, vomiting, chest pain and confusion.

Prepare Your Car
• Service the radiator and maintain the 

antifreeze level (don’t mix orange and green 
antifreeze). Check tire treads. If necessary 
replace tires with all weather or snow tires. 

• Keep gas tank full to avoid ice in the 
tank and fuel lines. 

• Use a wintertime formula in your 
windshield washer.

• Prepare a winter emergency kit to keep 
in your car in case you become stranded:

 – Blankets 
 – Food and Water
 – Compass and maps
 – Booster cables, flares, tire pump, 

bag of sand or cat litter (for traction)
 – Flashlight, battery-powered radio 

and extra batteries
 – First Aid Kit  
 – Plastic bags (for sanitation).

Outdoor Precautions
• Wear appropriate outdoor clothing:  

layers of light, warm clothing to include 
mittens, hats, scarf and waterproof boots.

• Sprinkle cat litter or sand on icy patches.
• Carry a charged cell phone. 
• Work slowly when doing outside chores. 
Travel
• When planning travel, be aware of 

current and forecasted weather conditions.
• If you must travel, inform a friend or 

relative of your proposed route and expected 
time of arrival.

If you become stranded in your car
• Stay with your car unless safety is close 

by; continue to move your arms and legs.
• Stay visible by putting a bright cloth on 

the antenna, turning on the inside overhead 
light (when engine is running), and raising 
the hood when snow stops falling.

• Run the engine and heater only 10 
minutes every hour.

• Keep a downwind window open. 
• Make sure the tailpipe is not blocked.     

Check out the following websites for 
really helpful and great information on “How 
to Prepare for a Winter Storm” at https://
www.fema.gov and https://www.ready.gov/
winter-weather.

Places to go for weather, closure 
updates (future article will explain 
Codes Red and White)

• West Point Weather Line: 845-938-7000 
• West Point Garrison website: https://

www.westpoint.army.mil/ 
• West Point Garrison Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/USAGWestPoint 
•  Status of Storm King Facebook: 

ht tps : / /www. facebook . com/groups /
StatusofStormKing 

• Radio station: WHUD 100.7

Be ready and prepared to stay safe this winter. Winter 
storms and cold temperatures can be extremely 
hazardous in the northeast. Stay safe and healthy 
by planning ahead.               File Photo 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Bass Club at West Point

The Bass Club at West Point is accepting new members.  
The Bass Club shares angling knowledge, conducts 

tournaments, promotes sustainable fishing and performs 
community service in support of West Point outdoor recreation.

Membership is open to military, DOD civilians, veterans of 
the Armed Forces and their dependents.  

For more details, contact toddmess@aol.com or go to http://
pbwimmer.wixsite.com/bassclubatwestpoint.

Yoga with Christine at the MWR Fitness Center (MWR 
item)

Jump start your weekend with Gentle Yoga. Join Christine 
from 5-6 p.m. on Fridays. Advanced sign-ups are required. There 
is a nominal fee per class. Call 845-938-6490 or stop by the MWR 
Fitness Center to sign-up. 

Mindful Living Workshops (MWR item)
The Mindful Living Workshops will be held at 10:15 a.m. 

on Tuesdays at the MWR Fitness Center. 
The purpose of these workshops is to introduce lifelong 

skills that can help reduce the stress of everyday life. There is 
a fee to attend. 

For more details, call 845-938-6490 or visit westpoint.
armymwr.com.

2019-20 Staff and Faculty Intramural Hockey League 
(MWR item)

The MWR Sports Office is conducting the 2019-20 Staff and 
Faculty Intramural Hockey League. All active duty personnel, 
DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point community 
family members can sign up to play. 

Hockey games will be scheduled at 6 a.m. Monday and 
Thursday and at noon Tuesdays. 

Season passes must be purchased to participate and are now 
available. The season is underway. 

To sign up and/or for more details, contact james.p.mcguinness.
naf@mail.mil or call 845-938-3066.

MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op (MWR item)
The MWR Fitness Center Co-Op is looking for new members. 
The co-op is comprised of CYS eligible patrons with children 

ages 6 weeks to 5 years who are looking to exercise while 
having your child participate in volunteer facilitated childcare. 
In exchange for your child’s participation, co-op members agree 
to support other members by assisting with the supervision of 
children during co-op hours. 

If you are interested, call the CYS Outreach Services Office 
at 845-938-3969.

Framing and engraving with West Point Arts and Crafts 
(MWR item) 

The custom framing experts at Arts and Crafts can turn any 
achievement into a timeless work of art. 

Choose from more than 500 quality moldings, 450 acid-free 
mats and opt for UV-protective glass to prevent fading.  

They also offer engraving for any special occasion. Give them 
a call for any special engraving items you may have. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Community/mwr
Arts and Crafts’ easy and quick pricing allows you to design 

to your budget. For more details, call 845-938-4812.

Indoor Firearm Shooting now available at West Point 
(MWR item)

Come on down to the Tronsrue Marksmanship Center today. 
The center is located at 665 Tower Road, adjacent to the Gillis 
Field House.

Hours of operation are Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Recreational shooting is open to all DOD cardholders and their 
guests. They have gun rentals, ammunition and targets for sale. 

For more details and to register, call 845-938-1700 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

Champagne Sunday Brunch at the West Point Club 
(MWR item)

Join the West Point Club for the Champagne Sunday Brunch. 
Sunday Brunch is from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Pierce Dining 

Room and runs through Nov. 17. 
There is a nominal fee for these brunches. Reserve your 

spot in advance at thewestpointclub.com. For more details, 
call 845-938-5120.

101 Spin Basics with Paul (MWR item) 
A 101 Spin Basics class with Paul is scheduled at 5:40 a.m. 

on Wednesdays at the MWR Fitness Center Spin Room. 
Paul will look at everything in and out of the saddle, from 

good fit to good position to good form. 
For more details, call 845-938-6490.

Round Pond Recreation Area open for the season 
(MWR item)

The Round Pond Recreation Area is open through November 
and is located off Route 293, only three miles from Washington 
Gate. 

Round Pond offers cabin, campsite and paddle boat rentals. 
Hours of operation are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday through Thursday 
and 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For more details, call 845-
938-2503 or visit MWR on the web at westpoint.armymwr.com.

Dinner-To-Go Delivery Service for West Point Residents 
(MWR item)

The West Point Club’s Dinner-To-Go is available Monday 
through Friday. Place your order by 2 p.m. that day and specify 
delivery time between 5-7 p.m. or a time between 4:30–6:30 p.m. 
to pick up your meal at the West Point Club’s Benny Havens 
Lounge. 

Delivery service is available for West Point residents only. 
Fifteen-minute parking is authorized for dinner pick up in front 
of the club. 

Servings for four to six are available for a nominal fee. 
For pricing and menu items, visit thewestpointclub.com or 

call 845-446-5506/5504.

Pizza Delivery Hours (MWR item)
West Point Bowling Center now delivers seven days a week.
Delivery times are 3-8:30 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, 

and 3-9:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For delivery, call 938-2140.

Cornwall Presbyterian Church event
Science and Faith—A presentation by John C. Sanford, Ph.D., 

geneticist, author and retired Cornell University professor, about 
his faith journey as a scientist from atheism to confident Christian 
faith and the useful principles that have guided him.  

The presentation is scheduled for 7 p.m. Nov. 22 at Cornwall 
Presbyterian Church, 222 Hudson Street, Cornwall on Hudson.  

For details, contact CPC at 845-534-2903.

Nature in Winter at HHNM
Explore the startling beauty and diversity of nature in winter 

at 10 a.m. Dec. 7 at the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum at 
the Outdoor Discovery Center, on Muser Drive, across from 174 
Angola Road, Cornwall.  

Take a hike to search for signs of animals and plants that stay 
green through the winter. Meet one of our local mammals and 
discover its strategy for surviving the winter. 

Enjoy free same day admission to the Wildlife Education 
Center after paid attendance to this program. Pre-registration is 
not required. For details, visit hhnm.org.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
West Point families are invited to attend services at the Grace 

Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road in Highland Falls. 
The church is near Thayer Gate.

Services are held at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday and at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday. Sunday School for all ages starts at 9:45 a.m. It also 
has seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For details on the Grace Baptist Church, visit www.
gracebaptistny.org.

Army Education Center 
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Kathy Yusuf at 845-569-

3633 or email kathy.yusuf@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Erazo at 845-398-4102 

or email gierazo@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

Organ Recital Fall Schedule at Cadet Chapel
The upcoming fall schedule for organ recitals at the Cadet 

Chapel are as follows:
• Monday, 2:30 p.m.—Matthew Cates, University of 

North Carolina School of the Arts, Winston-Salem, (Class 
of 1936 Recital).

• Nov. 17, 2:30 p.m.—Capt. Brian McCarthy.
• Dec. 8, 3:30 p.m.—61st annual Handel’s Messiah Cadet 

Choir, combined Choirs and Orchestra.

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling, marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

Army Education Center—Testing Office
The Army Education Center at West Point offers the following  

Army Personnel Tests (APT)—AFCT, DLAB, DLPT and SIFT.  
We also offer the TABE and GT Predictor.

Testing is offered by appointment only. To make an 
appointment, call 845-938-3360 or email Janet Browne 
at janet.p.browne.ctr@mail.mil or Gwenn Wallace at  
gwenn.t.wallace.ctr@mail.mil. 

The AEC is also an Authorized Pearson VUE Testing Site, 
open on a space available basis to Soldiers, civilian personnel, 
military contractors and family members who hold a military 
ID card.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the Commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.m.mierva.ctr@mail.mil or stop by the Army 
Education Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT

FOR THE FAMILIES

CYS Youth Winter Recreation Sports Registration
Save the dates for our CYS Youth Winter Recreation Sports 

registration. Sign-up today for Recreation Basketball and/or 
Volleyball. 

Registration is ongoing until Nov. 15. The season runs 
Dec. 9 through Feb. 27. For more details and to register, visit 
westpointcys.com or call 845-938-3208.

Coaches Needed for Child and Youth Services Winter 
Recreation Sports

CYS Sports is looking for coaches for the Child and Youth 
Services’ Winter 2019 Youth Sports programs.

Coaches are needed for Recreation Basketball and Volleyball. 
Interested candidates can contact the Youth Sports Offi  ce at 
845-938-3208.

Upcoming Fall Trips with Leisure Travel Services 
(updated)

Leisure Travel Services is off ering many trips during the fall 
season. The following trips are: 

• Today—Theater Van to Broadway. Leave West Point at 4 
p.m., leave New York City at 10:30 p.m.

• Nov. 27—Museum of Natural History or Macy’s Balloon 
Infl ation. Leave West Point at 10 a.m., leave New York City at 
4:30 p.m.

• Nov. 28—Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. Leave West 
Point at 6 a.m., leave NYC immediately after the parade.

There is a fee for these trips and Broadway Show tickets. 
For more details and reservations, call 845-938-3601 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

Radio City Christmas Spectacular starring the 
Rockettes with Leisure Travel Services

West Point Leisure Travel Services has tickets available for 
the Radio City Christmas Spectacular starring the Rockettes, 
Dec. 10 and 11 with an 8 p.m. curtain and Dec. 17 and 19 with 
a 5 p.m. curtain. 

All seats are in Orchestra seating. Return immediately 
after all shows. There is a fee for these shows, which includes 
transportation. No refunds or exchanges. 

For more details and tickets, call LTS at 845-938-3601.

available with purchase of a full To-Go order. 
Reheating directions will be provided. There is a fee for this 

program. For a complete menu, visit thewestpointclub.com. To 
make reservations, call 845-446-5504/5506.

Staff  & Faculty Pickleball Tournament
The FMWR Sports offi  ce is conducting the Staff  & Faculty 

Pickleball Tournament. Sign-ups are now ongoing for all active 
duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and family 
members. 

All games will be from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesday evenings 
through Nov. 26 at the Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center. 
To sign-up and/or for more details, contact james.p.mcguinness.
naf@mail.mil or call 845-938-3066.

Winter Bowling League Sign-Up at the West Point 
Bowling Center

Registration is still available for winter bowling at the West 
Point Bowling Center. Leagues are ongoing. There are available 
spots in the Sunday Night mixed league (4-person team), Monday 
Night mixed league (4-person team) and Thursday Night league 
(3-person team). Sign-up at 845-938-2140.

Child & Youth Services Ice Skating Lessons
Child and Youth Services Sports and Instructional programs 

will have two skating sessions. 
Session 1: December 1, 8 and 15. The make up day is Jan. 5. 

Session 2: January 19, 26 and Feb. 2. The make up day Feb. 9. 
Session times are 2:30-3 p.m. for ages 3-5 and 3-3:30 p.m. for 
ages 6 and up. All lessons will be held at Tate Rink. 

To register, call 845-938-0939.

West Point Club Murder Mystery Dinner Theater Dec. 6
The theme for the next West Point Club Murder Mystery 

Dinner is “The Yuletide Murder” and is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Dec. 6. 

This full immersion experience will delight and intrigue you 
as everyone tries to solve the murder mystery. Actors are seated 
among you so you never know what will happen next. 

For reservations, call 845-938-5120.

Ski Swap and Sale Dec. 7
The Ski Swap and Sale will be held from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Dec. 

7 at the Victor Constant Ski Area. 
Available at the swap are new and used equipment, new 

apparel and accessories, seasonal locker and equipment rental, 
seasonal snow passes sale, consignments swap and sale. 

For more details, call 845-938-8810 or visit victorconstantski.
com.

West Point Club Breakfast with Santa Dec. 8
Join the West Point Club for its annual Breakfast with Santa 

from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Dec. 8. Enjoy breakfast and a custom 
cupcake bar with the big man himself. 

There is a fee for this event. No refunds for cancellations 
after Dec. 1. 

Cancellations prior to Dec.1 are subject to a processing fee. 
To make reservations, call 845-938-5120. For more details, 

visit thewestpontclub.com.

Annual Hunting Lottery today
The annual hunting lottery will take place at the Victor 

Constant Ski Area at 6 p.m. today. Reserve your hunting area prior 
to opening day. The area is available until 9 a.m. of opening day. 

Reserve your favorite area for Rifl e season by participating 
in the hunting lottery. For more details, call 845-938-2503.

Tickets now on sale for Army Football Spirit Luncheons 
at the West Point Club

Tickets for Army Football Spirit Luncheons are now on sale. 
Purchase your tickets from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the West Point Club’s Admin Offi  ce. 

Each luncheon is a pep rally for that week’s game. The 
next luncheon of the season is today for UMass. The following 
luncheon is Nov. 14 for VMI. 

The last luncheon of the season is Dec. 11 for Navy. Doors 
open at 11 a.m. and the luncheon begins at noon. Buy your tickets 
early for reserved seats. 

For a complete listing of the luncheons, visit thewestpointclub.
com or call 845-938-5120.

NAF Property Sealed Bid Sale
A non-appropriated fund property bid sale for a 2004 Dodge 

3/4 Ton Pickup Truck viewing is scheduled from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
today and Friday. The vehicle can be viewed at the Automotive 
Center’s upper level parking lot—684 Wilson Road. 

Submit your bid in an envelope to:
Family and MWR
ATTN: Service Division
BLDG. 681, Room 206
WEST POINT, NY 10996-1985
For more details and minimal bid amount, call 845-938-8231.

Morgan Farm Veterans Day Kennel Special
Morgan Farm is off ering a Veterans Day special from Friday 

through Tuesday. Drop off  your pet Friday and pick-up is Tuesday. 
Get four nights of boarding for the price of three nights. 

Pets must stay until Tuesday, early pick-up on Sunday will 
not receive the discount. For more details, call 845-938-3926.

West Point Community Skate
The West Point Community Skate at Tate Rink is ongoing 

for the 2019-20 season. 
The open skate will be held on the following dates and times: 

Sunday, Dec. 1, 8 and 15, Jan. 5, 19 and 26, Feb. 2, 9 and 16 and 
March 1 from 2:30-4 p.m. 

Open to West Point personnel, DOD personnel and military 
families. Skaters must supply their own skates. For more details, 
call 845-938-3066.

West Point Club Thanksgiving Dinner To-Go Program 
Nov. 22 (updated) 

No time to prepare a Thanksgiving Dinner? Then let the 
West Point Club do all the cooking for you. All orders must be 
received by Nov. 22. 

Meal pick up will be 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Nov. 27. No refunds will 
be given for cancellations after Nov. 20. Ala Carte menu only 

T h a n k s g i v i n g 
Dinner at the West 
Point Club Nov. 28

Join the West Point 
Club from noon-2 p.m. 
Nov. 28 for a traditional 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

Reservations will 
be taken for every half 
hour from noon-2 p.m. 

There is a fee for 
this event. Advanced 
r e s e r v a t i o n s  a r e 
required. No refunds 
a f t e r  N o v .  1 9 . 
Cancellations prior to 
Nov. 19 are subject to 
a processing fee.

For a complete 
m e n u ,  v i s i t 
thewestpointclub.
com. To make reservations, call 845-938-5120.

Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony Dec. 9
The annual Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony will be held 

at 6 p.m. Dec. 9 at the West Point Exchange. Join us for carols 
performed by the Cadet Chapel Choirs, West Point Brass Quintet 
and the West Point Middle School Band and Chorus. 

There will be magnifi cent lights, as well as refreshments, 
crafts and a visit from Santa Claus. For more details, call 845- 
938-6497 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.
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Keller Corner
Substance Use Disorder Clinic open

The KACH’s Substance Use Disorder 
Clinic Care (SUDCC) is open to cadets, active 
duty service members and benefi ciaries who 
are interested in seeking help independently.  

The clinic provides substance use disorder 
clinical care including assessment, education, 
treatment, rehabilitation and aftercare for 
cadets, active duty members and other 
benefi ciaries. 

This is an integrated medical and 
behavioral health model aimed to enhance 
health and readiness.  

It is preferred to have individuals seek 
education and treatment on their own to 
prevent them from possibly experiencing an 
alcohol or drug related incident. 

The SUDCC is located in Building 656. 
You can schedule an appointment in person 
from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday or call 
845-938-7691.

Help KACH reduce, eliminate “No 
Shows”

Keller Army Community Hospital is 
asking for your assistance in reducing 
and eliminating “no-shows” on missed 
appointments.

There is a saying in the medical 
community that “an appointment missed by 
you is an appointment missed by two”—1.) 
the appointment missed by the patient, and 2.) 
that missed appointment time another patient 
could have had.

KACH asks that as soon as you realize you 
will not make your scheduled appointment, 
call the Appointment Center at 845-938-
7992 or 800-552-2907, or visit https://www.
tricareonline.com/, and cancel so we can re-
book that slot for another benefi ciary. 

We thank you for your assistance, and for 
choosing Keller to provide your high-quality, 
patient-centered medical services.

Friday—“Terminator: Dark Fate,” R, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Abominable,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Joker,” R, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

• Food Drive Campaign: West Point 
Family Homes will start the holiday season 
by hosting a Food Drive Campaign to assist 
families in need through Nov. 22. 

WPFH will be donating to the Food 
Pantry of Holy Innocents, Highland Falls. 

Stop by 126 Washington Road and drop 
off  canned or box goods. Or give to one of 
our resident specialists or maintenance techs 
when they visit your home.

• Feather Head Craft: Join WPFH for 
a Feather Headband Craft session from 10-
11:30 a.m. Friday at B126 Washington Road. 
Also, you can grab a tail feather, write down 
and decorate what you are most thankful for 
this year and place it on “Tom the Thankful 
Turkey.”

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
with the number of children attending.

• Block Parties: WPFH will be hosting 
Block Parties in fi ve locations throughout 
the housing areas. All block parties will take 
place from 2-3:30 p.m. Monday. Apple Cider 

and treats will be served.  
For more details, follow WPFH on 

Facebook and in its monthly Newsletter. We 
hope to see you.

• Melody in Motion: Join Ms. 
Desrae from 9:30-11 a.m. Nov. 14 at B126 
Washington Road. 

March in a Veterans Day parade, sing 
about the pilgrims, dance a Navajo Hoop 
dance and turkey trot with us. Email 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Monday with 
name of children attending.

• “What I am Most Thankful For”: 
WPFH would like to know what the children 
of West Point are most thankful for. Simply 
write an essay about the things in your life 
that you are most thankful for and drop off  
at 126 Washington Road or email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by Nov. 20. 

Our judges will pick one winner from 
each of the following grades: 3rd-5th; 6th-
8th; 9th-12th. Winners will be announced 
Nov. 22.

Exchange debuts Army-
Navy game truck with 
special message for veterans
By Army & Air Force Exchange Service  
Public Aff airs

DALLAS—As America gears up for 
120th Army-Navy Game, the Army & Air 
Force Exchange Service is delivering a special 
message to service members, military families 
and veterans with the help of a 53-foot rolling 
billboard.

The Exchange’s custom tractor-trailer 
reminds shoppers that the Department of 
Defense’s largest retailer and the annual clash 
between the Black Knights and Midshipmen are 
“Where Heroes Win.”

This is the second year the Exchange is a 
participating partner in the Army-Navy Game 
presented by USAA. The thousands of Cadets, 
Midshipmen and fans at Lincoln Financial Field 
and the millions who will tune in at 3 p.m. Dec. 
14 on CBS will hear the Exchange’s relevancy 
message of supporting Warfi ghters wherever 

they go.
The new Exchange truck wrap, designed 

by Exchange Creative Director Johnny Olson, 
a Marine Corps veteran, highlights not only the 
big game but also big news for veterans—all 
who served with honor can shop tax-free for life. 

“The truck’s message—‘Where Heroes 
Win’—speaks to the heart of the Exchange 
mission,” said Exchange Director/CEO Tom 
Shull. “Service members past, present and 
future are our nation’s heroes. They win for our 
country. They win with their Exchange.” 

The Army-Navy Game truck is on the road 
now, headed to the Exchange’s Dan Daniel 
Distribution Center in Newport News, Virginia. 
From there, it will deliver merchandise to 
Exchange stores in the Eastern Region before 
heading to Philadelphia for the big game. 

Veterans can learn more about determining 
their eligibility to shop the Exchange online by 
visiting ShopMyExchange.com/vets. 
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Men’s rugby shuts out, defeats Air Force, 39-0
The Army West Point men’s rugby team won its third consecutive game Friday, as the Black Knights took down service-academy rival Air Force 39-0 at the 
U.S. Air Force Academy, Colo.                  Photo by Brandon O’Connor/PV

By Frank Shala
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point men’s rugby team 
won its third consecutive game Friday as the 
Black Knights took down service-academy rival 
Air Force 39-0 at the U.S. Air Force Academy, 
Colorado.

“The win was good and the shutout was 
great,” Head Coach Matt Sherman said. 
“Just being able to play in tough conditions, 
battling in some pretty cold temperatures, was 
awesome.”

Seven different cadets scored tries for 

Army (5-4, 2-2), led by senior forward Marco 
Carrabotta dotting his team leading ninth try of 
the fall season. 

How it happened
• Army capitalized off an early Air Force 

turnover, leading to Carrabotta marching his 
way down the field to give the Black Knights the 
early lead. After senior scrum half Jack Royston 
converted the kick, Army led 7-0.

• The Black Knights stayed on the attack for 
the early part of the first half. Junior No. 8 Collin 
Grosse weaved his way into the try zone to 
extend Army’s lead to 12-0 in the 13th minute. 

• Physical play by Army led to senior No. 8 
Nathan Brooks pushing one in for a try to make 
it 22-0 in the 30th minute. 

• The Black Knights added three more tries 
in the final 40 minutes to complete the shutout. 

Scoring timeline vs. Air Force
• 1st minute: TRY—Carrabotta; Conversion 

(Royston)—Army leads, 7-0
• 13th minute: TRY—Grosse—Army 

(Army leads, 12-0)
• 20th minute: TRY—Senior wing Jason 

Green—Army (Army leads, 17-0)
• 30th minute: TRY—Brooks—Army 

(Army leads, 22-0)
• 52nd minute: TRY—Senior prop Ben 

Vasta; Conversion (Royston)—Army (Army 
leads, 29-0)

• 63rd minute: TRY—Senior No. 8 Paul 
Adams—Army (Army leads, 34-0)

• 72nd minute: TRY—Senior scrum half 
Jason Blackwood—Army (Army leads, 39-0).

Up Next
Army t ravels  to  Univers i ty  Park, 

Pennsylvania, for its final game of the fall 
season against Penn State at 1 p.m. Saturday 
in a Rugby East showdown.
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FOOTBALL

SATURDAY, NOON—UMASS, MICHIE STADIUM.

VOLLEYBALL

FRIDAY, 7 P.M.—LEHIGH, GILLIS FIELD HOUSE.

SATURDAY, 7 P.M.—BUCKNELL, GILLIS FIELD HOUSE.

SPRINT FOOTBALL

FRIDAY, 7 P.M.—CSFL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME VS. NAVY, PHILADELPHIA, FRANKLIN FIELD.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

FRIDAY, 6 P.M.—USMMA, CHRISTL ARENA.

Sports calendar
TUESDAY, 7 P.M.—AIR FORCE, CHRISTL ARENA.

NOV. 18, 7 P.M.—FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON, CHRISTL ARENA.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

NOV. 13, 8:30 P.M.—AIR FORCE, USAF ACADEMY, COLORADO.

NOV. 23, 1 P.M.—COLUMBIA, CHRISTL ARENA.

HOCKEY

NOV. 22, 7:05 P.M.—RIT, TATE RINK.

NOV. 23, 4:05 P.M.—RIT, TATE RINK.

**VIEW ARMY WEST POINT SCHEDULE AT WWW.GOARMYWESTPOINT.COM/CALENDAR.ASPX?.

Volleyball posts road win at Holy Cross
By Nick Lovera
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point volleyball team 
snapped a three-game skid with a 3-1 
victory at Holy Cross Saturday in Worcester, 
Massachusetts.

As the team heads toward the final 
quarter of its conference schedule, every 
game matters and the Black Knights needed 
a bounce-back eff ort in this one. Army was 
strong at the net in this one, recording 11 
total blocks. The Cadets outhit Holy Cross 
.256 to .135.

“Any win at this point in the conference 
is a big win,” Head Coach Alma Kovaci Lee 
said. “We had a stretch of some tough road 
matches, so winning at Holy Cross to close 
out this stretch is an accomplishment and it 
feels good.”

The win moves Army to 7-5 in conference 
play, currently placing them fourth in the 
Patriot League standings.

The off ensive output was spread out for 
Army, with junior middle blocker Monica 
Eckford (11), sophomore middle blocker 
Emmy Barnhorst and senior outside hitter 
Courtney Horace (10) recording double-digit 
kills. 

Barnhorst also led the team with four 
total blocks. Setters junior Hannah Presley 
and senior Nikki Lum each added 18 assists 
to help set up the attack. Lum posted 10 digs 
as well for the double-double.

The Black Knights seemed to get stronger 
as the match went on. After dropping the 
second set, the team’s hitting percentage rose 
from .140 to .333 in the third set and then up 
to .389 in set four. 

They also recorded fi ve service aces and 
four blocks in a dominant closing fourth set 
the Cadets won 25-12.

After playing four consecutive matches 
on the road, Army returns home next week 

for the team’s fi nal two home matches of the 
regular season. 

The homestand begins with a matchup 
against Lehigh on Friday night at Gillis Field 

House. Army currently leads Lehigh by one 
game in the Patriot League standings. 

“We look forward to practicing this week 
and continuing to get one percent better every 

time we step on the court,” Kovaci Lee said. 
“We have four matches left in the regular 
season and we are focusing on finishing 
strong.”

Junior middle blocker Monica Eckford (21) led the off ensive output with 11 kills as the Army West Point volleyball 
team defeated Holy Cross three sets to one Saturday in Worcester, Mass.          Photo by Army Athletic Communications
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Men’s cross country claims third straight PL title

For the third consecutive season, the Army West Point men’s cross country team won the Patriot League Championship. 
It marks the program’s 10th Patriot League title and the fi rst three-peat since the program won four consecutive 
championships from 1993-96.                      Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By Nick Lovera
Army Athletic Communications

For the third consecutive season, the Army 
West Point men’s cross country team won the 
Patriot League Championship Saturday in 
Hamilton, New York.

This marks the program’s 10th Patriot 
League title and the fi rst three-peat since the 
program won four consecutive championships 
from 1993-96. 

Depth was the key factor for the Black 
Knights, as fi ve diff erent Cadets placed inside 
the top-14 to earn All-Patriot League honors. 
Earning fi rst-team honors were seniors Ben 
Petrella, Robbie Santoyo and Roman Ollar 
who placed fourth, fi fth and sixth, respectively. 

It marks the third consecutive season that 
the trio has been named to the all-league team. 

Earning second-team honors were 
sophomore Marshall Beatty and freshman 
Garrett Gough. The rookie Gough was the 
race’s top placing freshman, crossing the 
line ninth to earn Patriot League Outstanding 
Rookie of the Meet honors. Beatty, who earned 
the top rookie prize a year ago, placed 13th. 
A Cadet has now claimed the award in three 
consecutive years as Daniel Mazzei was the 
2017 recipient. 

Coach’s Corner: Head Coach Mike 
Smith

“I have been coaching for 25 years and you 
never get tired of winning a championship. It 
is diffi  cult to win in collegiate sports. There 
are a myriad number of things that can derail a 
team at any given time and the other teams and 
coaches are trying just as hard as you. 

“So, it was great to see our men put it 
together today and be rewarded with a title. 
I challenged them to be warriors today. And 
while I have used that term before with other 
men on other teams, it has more meaning here 
with these guys because they are Soldiers. It is 
a badge of honor to be viewed as a warrior, so 
it really resonated with them and today we saw 
the kind of grit and determination that we expect 
from warriors. They were challenged to go win 
and they did exactly that. I am proud of them.  

“Going into the meet, we knew we had to do 
our best running from the top of the hill at three 
miles to the fi nish. This course is a monster, 
so we knew we had to not only consider our 
opponents and how to beat them, but also had to 
manage the course or it could beat us. The entire 
race is on top of a mountain and the majority of 
the running is up or down on uncertain terrain. 
That combined with about 2.5 inches of rain 
this week turned this race into something closer 
to a survival trail run. There was ankle deep 
mud, unstable footing, small streams crossing 
the trails, dangerous turns, rocks and roots. It 
was as demanding and dangerous a course as I 
have ever encountered. Just managing to stay 
upright was a challenge.  

“We knew we needed to get out into the race 
and that we needed to close hard. We did both. 
Early in the race, we were down quite a bit to 
Navy, but we didn’t panic and we just chipped 
away at their lead through the middle miles. 
With a mile to go, we had surged ahead and if 
you look at the results, it appears that we held 
that margin to the fi nish. But the reality is, there 
was some signifi cant shifting that went on in 
that last mile that won it for us. 

“With 400 meters to go, the outcome was 
defi nitely in doubt, but we had a couple guys 
move up a spot by the fi nish line and that made 
the diff erence. We have won three in a row of 
these championships and this was the most 
challenging of the three.

“We had three seniors lead us today and 
I am really happy for them. Ben, Robbie and 
Roman have taken this program on their backs 
since they got here and it was more of the 
same today.  

“This conference continues to improve and 

winning is not easy. The guys earned it today. 
Garrett has one of the most impressive races 
we have seen out of a plebe in quite some 
time. He was in the top 15 early and just kept 
moving up. His rookie award is the third in a 
row for us at this meet. He has been a terrifi c 
performer all year. Roman and Robbie were 
really strong today as well. We expect that 
kind of performance from them, but can’t be 
undervalued.

“Then there is Ben Petrella. He has led us 
at every meet this year. He has been one of our 
best runners since he arrived four years ago. 
He is as consistent as they come and is a fi erce 
competitor. 

“No one wanted this championship as much 
as him and he left it all out there today. I am 
proud of what he has accomplished so far and 
look forward to what comes next for him.

“We will enjoy this win today and then set 
our minds to the next challenge in Buff alo two 
weeks from now.”

Top fi nishers: 
 4. Ben Petrella—25:19.4
 5. Robbie Santoyo—25:30.7
 6. Roman Ollar—25:36.2
 9. Garrett Gough—25:39.1
 13. Marshall Beatty—25:55.0
 21. Robert Chappell—26:15.4
 22. Daniel Mazzei—26:18.3.

Team results: 
 1. Army (37)
 2. Navy (40)
 3. Boston U (96)
 4. Lehigh (97)
 5. Bucknell (105)

Full results: https://results.leonetiming.
com/xc.html?mid=1870

Up next: Army heads to Buff alo, New 
York for the NCAA Northeast Regional 
Championships on Nov. 15. 




