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Afghan pianist Elham Fanous was seated in front of the plaques with names of fallen West Point graduates who passed away in combat and played a song 
that is very personal and meaningful to him called, “My death may arrive one day,” during a memorial service Friday in Cullum Hall for U.S. Military Academy 
Class of 2004 members who died overseas. He shared that performing as an Afghan musician for veterans who died in his country is diffi  cult to bear. “It is 
very unfortunate, and I wish it did not happen, but I am so grateful and cannot thank them enough. I dedicate my music career to these veterans, and it is a 
pleasure to be invited here to do something on behalf of my country and people,” Fanous said. See Page 4 for story and photos.    Photo by Michelle SchneiDer/PV 
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news & Features

Dunwoody, first female 4-Star, to receive Thayer Award

Force protection, parking for Michie Stadium concert
By Luke Pagan
DPTMS Antiterrorism Officer

The following parking and force protection 
measures will be in effect in support of the Michie 
Stadium Concert on Oct. 18:

• From 6 a.m. Monday through 4 p.m. Oct. 20, 
there will be NO parking allowed along Mills Road 
adjacent to the East stands of Michie Stadium.

• On Oct. 18, there will be NO deliveries allowed 
of any sort on the installation after noon.

• The following road closures are in effect on 
Oct. 18-19:

   * From 2:30 p.m.-1 a.m.—Stony Lonesome 
Road/Howze Place along the West side of Michie 
Stadium.

   * From 2:30 p.m.-1 a.m.—Stony Lonesome 
Road/Mills Road through the East side of Michie 
Stadium to Herbert Hall.

• Mills Road will remain open to pedestrian 
traffic through Oct. 18 and will close at noon to 
all foot traffic. Pedestrians will need to utilize the 

pedestrian bridge that crosses Lusk Dam adjacent 
to Gate 1.   

• The following parking restrictions are in effect 
on Oct. 18:

 * All Lettered Lots—A, B, C, D, E, F, G, J and Vet 
Clinic are reserved parking lots from 12:01 a.m. Oct. 
18 through 2 a.m. Oct. 19 (towing at owners expense).

 * Buffalo Soldier Field parking lot will be 
parked in the same setup as a Friday night football 
game. Parking attendants will be on the ground in 
BSF Hardstand at 6 a.m. to facilitate parking for the 
work force.

As with all special events that take place on the 
installation, safety and security are of paramount 
concern. 

Remain vigilant, maintain situational awareness 
and immediately report any suspicious activity to the 
Provost Marshal’s Office at 845-938-3333. 

For further information, contact the West Point 
Antiterrorism Office, at 938-8859.

Always Remember: If you See something, Hear 
something, Say something.

Retired Gen. Ann E. Dunwoody, the 
U.S. military’s first female four-star 
general, to receive the Thayer Award 
today.

By Michelle Schneider
PV Staff Writer

Retired Gen. Ann E. Dunwoody will receive 
the West Point Association of Graduates Thayer 
Award today. The award was established in 
honor of the “Father of the Military Academy” 
Col. Sylvanus Thayer and is presented to 
an outstanding member of society whose 
accomplishments exemplify the academy’s 
motto, “Duty, Honor, Country.”

Dunwoody was the first woman in U.S. 
history to become a four-star general in 
November 2008. She passionately dedicated 
over 37 years of her life to military service in 
the Army. With this level of commitment, her 
career was filled with prolific responsibilities 
and accomplishments. 

One of  Dunwoody’s most  notable 
experiences during her career was managing 
the Army Materiel Command, which equips 
and supplies Soldiers. AMC is one of the largest 
global logistics commands in the world and 
employs more than 69,000 people from all 50 
states and 145 countries. 

Dunwoody managed a budget of more 
than $60 billion toward service contracts, 
research and development, installation and 
contingency contracting, foreign military sales 
and the Army’s global supply chain management 
in support of war operations in Iraq and 

Afghanistan. 
Apart from her prestigious accomplishments, 

Dunwoody had many favorite jobs throughout 
her military career. She said it was an incredible 
opportunity to be paid to jump out of planes as 
the Parachute Commander of the 82nd Airborne 
Division in 1975, a memory that stands out the 
most to her. 

“I was thrilled when I got selected. It didn’t 
happen much for women back then in the Army, 
so it was a very exciting and enjoyable job. It’s 
the stand out in my mind,” Dunwoody said.

It may be hard to believe that Dunwoody did 
not originally plan an Army career, especially 
with three-generations of Army servicemembers 
in her blood lineage who served before her. 

She was commissioned through a college 
program that recruited women to join after 
the Vietnam War. Dunwoody gave the Army a 
2-year commitment in exchange for an education 
when she attended the State University of New 
York College at Cortland. 

She originally felt being a Soldier was 
simply a short detour on her way toward 
becoming a physical education teacher. Since 
childhood, one of her aspirations was to coach 
because she loved to play sports. 

Dunwoody stayed in the military because 
she loved being a Soldier and leading them. 
When asked about what leadership principles 
and strategies she can share with cadets at West 

Point, this became more evident.
“Come to work trying to make things better 

for the troops and find ways to make their lives 
better. Try to keep that on your radar screen. Be 
compassionate. If you do, they will follow you 
anywhere,” Dunwoody said. “Always do the 
right thing, every day, for the right reason. It 
may sound like it’s easy, but it’s not. It doesn’t 
matter if you’re a platoon leader or a battalion 
commander or a four-star general.” 

A long and extensive career in the Army will 
have its highs and lows, but in order to reach 
Dunwoody’s level of success, as outlined in 
her book, “A Higher Standard,” she showcased 
her own personal strategies that leaders should 
adhere to for positive results. At the core of it 
all, she shared having a positive impact is the 
best way to make a difference. 

Dunwoody is a fourth-generation Army 
servicemember with her great-grandfather, 
grandfather, father and brother all being West 
Point graduates. Although she did not attend 
West Point, she will be honored through a 
different circumstance with the upcoming 
Thayer Award ceremony. 

Dunwoody will speak to cadets at the Mess 
Hall tonight and plans to share life lessons she 
believes are not recipes for success but may help 
them in the future. 

 “I hope they take away that this Army and 
the one they are about to enter when they finish 

their education at West Point is a noble and very 
important profession,” Dunwoody said. “I hope 
each one of them are as passionate about it as 
I was. I believe that if they find their passion 
in the military, then there will be no better 
organization. It is valued-based and has all of 
the tools to make a difference and an impact on 
the world in any capacity.”
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 POINTIN FOCUS: INTERNATIONAL DAY

Cadets build connections with foreign officers during International Day
Story and photos by Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

As cadets at the U.S. Military Academy 
prepare to become the future leaders of the 
Army, they must be ready to work alongside 
America’s allies and partners to combat threats 
in an increasingly interconnected world. 

Building the connections and skills 
necessary to operate in a joint force starts during 
their cadet careers, including opportunities for 
American cadets to study abroad at foreign 
military academies. 

Foreign cadets from countries throughout 
the world also attend the academy for four 
years as members of the Corps of Cadets or 
take part in semester-long programs at West 
Point.

Currently, there are 59 cadets from 32 
countries across the four classes attending 
West Point for the entire 47-month experience 
through the international program. 

On Oct. 2, those cadets, along with select 
American members of the Corps of Cadets, met 
with the current class of international fellows 
attending the Army War College during the 
international officers’ visit to West Point. 

“It is amazingly powerful,” Maj. Gen. 
John Kem, commandant of the U.S. Army 
War College, said. “The students here, both 
U.S. and international students, get to go 
see somebody who’s a lieutenant colonel 
promotable or a colonel, someone who’s 
15 to 25 years forward in their career, and 
interact with them away from their country and 
away from how they operate there. It allows 
conversations you can’t necessarily have in 
every country the same way.”

The current class of international fellows 
includes 79 senior officers from 75 of America’s 
allies and partners. The visit to West Point was 
one of two they made to Army commissioning 
sources along with an earlier visit to an ROTC 
program. 

The daylong visit included a command 

brief highlighting the academy and how it 
works along with visits to the Modern War 
Institute, Simon Center for Professional 
Military Ethics and the Combating Terrorism 
Center. 

During their visit, the international fellows 
also met with foreign cadets from their home 
countries and others in their geographic area 
along with American cadets to talk about the 

West Point honor system and how the academy 
develops leaders of character. 

“I think this was valuable because I got 
to hear what the honor system and character 
development process in academies from 
different countries are,” Class of 2020 Cadet 
Arelena Shala, from Kosovo, said. “That was 
valuable because some of the officers brought 
some really good points about being a team 
player and humility as a key component of 
your character development that I do think 
West Point touches upon quite a bit.”

The cadets and foreign officers had the 
chance to talk about issues that come up when 
teaching honor, how the rules are enforced and 
the importance of the West Point honor code 
when working to develop leaders of character.

“We actually had a chance to talk about 
what honor means as an officer,” Class of 
2020 Cadet Jae Wook Park, from South Korea, 
said. “It was really interesting because a lot of 
officers from abroad had a common concept 
of honor and why it is important to being an 
officer. Not just because they are seen as a 
good person, but because of all the burdens, 
accountability and responsibility given to you 
as an officer.”

The visit  concluded with a USMA 
international day social that brought together 
the visiting officers, West Point’s international 
cadets and faculty as well as representatives 
from West Point’s various cultural enrichment 
clubs.

The clubs displayed food and dress from 
their countries along with performing dances 

and playing music highlighting their cultures. 
The goal of the event, and the entire visit, was 
to build connections between future American 
and international officers and their current 
counterparts to enable the United States and 
its allies to face the challenges of the future.

“One of the challenges given to officers 
these days is not only a single battlefield 
situation, but multi-domain operations,” Park 
said. “At the end of the day, the military is more 
like a human resources business. So, having 
an actual partnership, face to face discussion, 
and having exposure to those systems, I think 
it’s really good to help build those allied 
partnerships. Not only on the paper or the 
contract, but also men to men and people to 
people. It is really good for this kind of mutual 
partnership in human areas as well.” 

Class of 2020 Cadet Jae Wook Park of South Korea and Class of 2022 Cadet 
Leang Tri from Cambodia talk to visiting officers in the Army War College 
international fellows program during their visit to the U.S. Military Academy 
Oct. 2. 

Class of 2020 Cadet Drew Polczynski talks to visiting officers in the Army War College international fellows program 
during their visit to the U.S. Military Academy Oct. 2.

A visiting officer in the Army War 
College international fellows program 
talks with U.S. Military Academy 
cadets during a visit to the academy 
Oct. 2.
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USMA Class of 2004, special guest honor fallen classmates at service

 POINTIN FOCUS: MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR CLASS OF 2004

Chevy Cook (above and below) led his classmates into a moment of silence after performing roll call with each name 
of his fallen classmates. “It is a privilege and an honor to commemorate our fallen, our defenders of freedom, by living 
meaningful and purposeful lives through their memory. Or as the cadet prayer states, to endeavor to live above the 
common rule of life. Whereas our classmates left us at different times under different circumstances, there is no doubt 
that our hearts are standing at attention,” Cook said. 

Story and photos by Michelle Schneider
PV Staff Writer

The U.S. Military Academy Class of 2004 
graduates began their 15-year reunion with a 
memorial service for departed classmates at 
Cullum Hall on Friday. Of the 19 classmates, 
12 gave their lives in support of the global war 
against terrorism. More than 140 graduates and 
surviving family members attended the service 
to remember their lives and the contributions 
they made. 

 “Our class was hit the hardest in the global 
wars on terrorism and we lost the most since 
the class from Vietnam. So, I think it is always 
important for us to remember those who gave 
the ultimate sacrifice,” Mike Nemeth, USMA 
Class of 2004 President, said. 

The room was filled with smiling faces 
and laughter as classmates rekindled with old 
friends before the ceremony started. Following 
a series of commemoration speeches, a scripture 
reading, the roll call and taps, a somber moment 
of silence took place. 

This memorial service was different from 
anything Cullum Hall has seen. A special guest 
was announced just before he took a seat at 
the grand piano in the room. Elham Fanous, a 
22-year old pianist from Afghanistan, played a 
tribute song written specially for the graduates 
and their fallen classmates.

“When we were planning our reunion, 
which includes a memorial service for our 
classmates, we started thinking about how we 
can make it a more powerful and meaningful 
experience to honor them,” Nemeth said. 

Inviting a guest from a country where many 
West Point graduates fought and died to protect America’s freedom was a symbolic tribute to 

the fallen. Music was illegal in Afghanistan and 
Fanous could have been killed if he was caught 
playing the piano in his basement, but because 
of those who paid the ultimate sacrifice, people 
are able to live a life they love.

“He grew up in Afghanistan under the 
Taliban and his family were musicians, so 
pursuing this life was incomprehensible,” 
Nemeth said. “As things turned out, he was 
fortunate, talented and brilliant enough to pursue 
music in the United States. He said he wanted 
to thank anyone who served in the military 
for allowing him the ability to pursue a music 
career.”

Recently featured on NBC News and in 
the Military Times, Fanous talked about how 
grateful he is for the veterans who gave their 
lives. He said he is able to pursue a music 
career because of servicemembers’ suffering 
and sacrifices, which is something that was 
unimaginable as a child. 

All of this was expressed in a letter Fanous 
wrote called, ‘To U.S. troops who served in 
Afghanistan: Thank you’ and he shared a 
meaningful quote in the body of it. 

U.S. Founding Father John Adams once 
wrote, “I must study politics and war that our 
sons may have liberty to study mathematics 
and philosophy, geography, natural history 
and naval architecture, in order to give their 
children a right to study painting, poetry, music, 
architecture, statuary, tapestry and porcelain.”

Fanous believes he is the generation 

of children described by John Adams and 
acknowledged those who studied war died so 
that he and his schoolmates are able to study 
music.

The memorial service ended after the 
2004 graduates recited the West Point Alma 
Mater. Fanous took a moment to express his 
appreciation for being invited to West Point and 
played the piano for the veterans who lost their 

lives fighting the war on terror.
“They died guarding us to make sure that 

we are safe and can become what we love. I 
appreciate that so much. Being here is very 
meaningful for me, and my letter was written 
to convey the feelings I feel and the fact that 
although they suffered and died in my country, 
I want to share how grateful I am for their 
service,” Fanous said. 

The wall in Cullum Hall Memorial 
Room honors U.S. Military Academy 
graduates who died in combat from 
the War of 1812 to the present. (Above) 
This segment of the wall honors 
members of the Class of 2004. The 
Class of 2004 graduates who attended 
their 15-year reunion honored them at 
a memorial service Friday in Cullum 
Hall.
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By U.S. Mil itary Academy Media 
Relations

Col. Curtis A. Buzzard, 78th commandant 
of the Corps of Cadets at the U.S. Military 
Academy and a Class of 1992 graduate, 
was promoted to Brigadier General during a 
ceremony in the Haig Room, Jefferson Hall, 
Friday. 

“In every assignment and in just the short 
time he’s been part of the West Point team, 
Curtis has shown a keen force of intellect, 
tremendous energy, steadiness of purpose as 
he has led Soldiers, enhanced Army readiness, 
trained multinational partners and now, 
developing the next generation of leaders for 
our Army,” Lt. Gen. Darryl A. Williams, 60th 
superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy, 
said. 

Buzzard assumed command as the 78th 
Commandant of Cadets on June 28, 2019.  
The leadership objectives during the summer 
and fall semester have been about observing 
training and building relationships with more 
than 4,400 future leaders of this nation.

“The methodology behind producing 
leaders of character has been refined since 
my time here, but the enduring ideals of this 
institution and what it provides to the Army 
and the American people are the same,” 
Buzzard said. “All of us have important roles 
in developing cadets and achieving the mission. 
This is a team effort.”

Buzzard was commissioned an infantry 
officer in 1992 from the academy and began 
his career in the 82nd Airborne Division as 
a rifle platoon leader, support platoon leader 
and battalion air staff officer responsible for 
operational and training plans in 1st Battalion, 
504th Parachute Infantry Regiment. 

He later served as the Brigade air staff 

Buzzard promoted to 
rank of Brigadier General

officer responsible for operational and training 
plans. 

Buzzard then served on staff and as a 
company commander in both the 2nd Squadron, 
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment and later in the 
3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard). 

After attending the U. S. Marine Corps 
Command and Staff College, he returned to 
the 82nd Airborne Division as a battalion 
operations officer, battalion executive officer 
and later as battalion commander for 1st 
Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment. 
Buzzard then served as the U.S. Army War 
College Fellow at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies and returned to the 
82nd Airborne Division as the division senior 
staff officer for operations and plans and later 
commanded the 3rd Brigade Combat Team. 

Next, Buzzard commanded the Joint 
Multinational Readiness Center in Hohenfels, 
Germany and he most recently served as the 
deputy commander for operations for the 7th 
Infantry Division.  

Buzzard has also served as a strategist at 
Department of the Army Headquarters and as 
the Army military aide to Presidents George W. 
Bush and Barrack Obama.

He earned master’s degrees from Harvard 
University and the Marine Corps University. 
He deployed to both Iraq and Afghanistan. His 
awards and decorations include the Defense 
Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit (three 
awards), Bronze Star Medal (three awards), 
Meritorious Service Medal (six awards), Army 
Commendation Medal (three awards), Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, Expert Infantryman’s 
Badge, Ranger Tab, Master Parachutist Badge, 
Air Assault Badge, Presidential Service Badge, 
Army Staff Badge and numerous foreign jump 
wings.

Buzzard is a native of Philadelphia. 

Col. Curtis A. Buzzard, 78th commandant of the Corps of Cadets at the U.S. 
Military Academy and a Class of 1992 graduate, was promoted to Brigadier 
General during a ceremony in the Haig Room, Jefferson Hall, Friday.   
                   Photo by Bryan Ilyankoff/USMA PAO
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Hispanic cadets show talent as first generation college students
Story and photo by Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

Walking back to class the three cadets fall 
into easy conversation discussing where they are 
from and mutual friends they’ve met throughout 
the Corps of Cadets.

Initially, their backgrounds all seem 
drastically different. Class of 2023 Cadet Leslie 
Rodriquez-Diaz grew up in California. Class of 
2021 Cadet Nathania Nuño grew up in southern 
Arizona along the border with Mexico. Class 
of 2022 Cadet Eliana Vargas grew up mostly 
in Hawaii and most recently lived in Germany 
and Texas. 

But for each of them, the daily act of putting 
on their uniform and walking to class at the 
U.S. Military Academy marks a monumental 
accomplishment. Each day, class and step 
brings them closer to accomplishing their goal 
of being the first members of their families to 
graduate not just from West Point, one of the 
top colleges in the United States, but from any 
college directly out of high school.

“I feel an immense pressure to do well and 
graduate,” Nuño said. “It’s a huge honor to be 
here. It feels good that I’m here and being able 
to provide for my family more than they were 
able to.”

Early on, Nuño knew she had no choice. She 
would either go to college out of town or she’d 
fall back into the cycle she’d seen trap so many 
of her friends. After high school, they’d fall in 
with the cartels just across the border and start 
selling drugs or just stay in town and get a job 
working in the agricultural fields.

Neither of those choices was the life she 
wanted. Her father had worked too hard, fought 
and scraped too much for his own education for 
her to not try to improve her life. 

Although he was born in Los Angeles, her 
dad’s family moved back across the border into 
Mexico because it was the only place they could 
afford a house. Every day in high school, his 
pursuit of an education would take him back 
over that border into Arizona. Rise at 2 a.m., 
wait in line at the border with the farm workers 
and then take a bus 30 minutes to school. 

Her dad’s siblings later joined him on the 
trip traveling from the border to school in a 
car they left in Arizona. He’d drive to school 
illegally at first with nothing but a learners’ 
permit. 

“He didn’t obtain a college degree, just his 
willingness and his motivation to be able to 
try to break that cycle motivated me to pursue 
something higher, which, in this case, was 
pursuing a college education,” Nuño said.

Despite Nuño’s motivation to better her life, 
the odds were stacked against her. Her high 
school had low rates of college attendees, the 
academics were below grade level and even as 
she worked through the obstacles, there was 
still the cost. She simply couldn’t afford to go.

Her dad, who’d served in the Army for 
four years before becoming a police officer, 
encouraged her to apply to the Air Force 
Academy, which he declared a “safe” option 
as opposed to joining the Army. Nuño decided 
to run with the idea and applied to and 

was accepted to all five military academies, 
including West Point which she decided to 
attend despite her dad’s worries.

“I got accepted to West Point with a 24 
ACT score, which is very, very low,” Nuño 
said. “They gave you the option to write an 
optional essay, which I did. I talked about how 
my ACT score is actually very high compared to 
the people in my area. The average ACT score 
where I live is 16. I took the ACT seven times 
and I was only able to get a 24.”

Vargas’ mom knew West Point was the place 
for her daughter even before she did herself. 
Watching the Army-Navy Game, her mom 
would push her to picture herself wearing the 
gray coat of a cadet.

The Army had been a way out for both her 
and Vargas’ dad. A native of Puerto Rico, Vargas’ 
mom enlisted in the Army and was stationed in 
Korea where she met Vargas’ dad. He was born 
in Colombia, but his family moved to New York 
after his dad was killed by the Medellín Cartel 
when he was seven-years-old.

Despite growing up in a family where both 
of her parents served, the Army held no appeal 
for Vargas. Seeing her parents working long 
hours and the frequent deployments taking 
her dad away for lengthy periods of time had 
taken a toll. 

Her parents continued to encourage her to 
take a look at being an officer and despite her 
misgivings she joined JROTC. That experience, 
along with seeing how officers helped her 
parents, convinced her to take the plunge and 
apply to West Point and don one of the gray 
cadet coats.

“My parents saw something in me that I 
didn’t see in myself, like the potential to come 
here. Once I kind of got on that train I went with 
it,” Vargas said. 

Rodriquez-Diaz knew she wanted an 
education. Her parents, both natives of Mexico, 
had only finished third grade and two of her 
older siblings had started community college 
after high school, but neither had finished their 
degrees. From the get-go, school was something 
she always enjoyed. Her dreams as a child were 
to be an academic and a scientist. The thought 
of joining the Army wasn’t even on the horizon 
until she joined JROTC in high school.

The instructors in the program first 
introduced her to the idea of West Point. 
Despite her unfamiliarity with West Point and no 
precedent for people in her family going away 
to college, the desire to challenge herself and 
pursue the best education she could pushed her 
to take the risk and apply.

Her mom was in favor of the move across 
the country for school, her dad not so much. 
Waiting in line on Reception Day, her phone 
rang with a call from her dad. He wanted her 
to know that even as she was about to join the 
academy, it was OK if she just wanted to come 
home. 

She chose to stay and made it through Cadet 
Basic Training. As she works her way through 
her first semester at West Point, phone calls 
home like the one she received from her dad 
have proven to be a lifeline even if they can’t 
really relate to what she is going through.

“Sometimes, I have to remind myself that 
I’m here for the next four years,” Rodriquez-
Diaz said. “You talk to your family, but my 
family won’t understand exactly what that 
feeling is like, and they don’t really know what 
to tell me to comfort me.”

As first-generation college attendees, the 
transition proved to be hard for Nuño and 
Vargas, much as it has been for Rodriquez-Diaz. 

Vargas was raised to embrace her identity 
as a Hispanic American. Culturally, she fully 
embraced her mother’s Puerto Rican and her 
dad’s Colombian heritages. The music, foods 
and dances of their cultures became important 
parts of her life. 

Although she’d lived in diverse areas such 
as Hawaii, Germany and Texas, coming to West 
Point still proved to be a culture shock as she 
was suddenly very much in the minority within 
the Corps of Cadets as not only a female, but 
specifically a Hispanic female.

“People here always assumed I spoke 
Spanish or that I’m Mexican or I’m supposed to 
like spicy food, all these different stereotypes,” 
Vargas said. “I was like, hey what the heck. It’s 
really different and I had to accommodate.”

She found her outlet through the West Point 
Dance Team where she can authentically be 
herself. She can play her Latin music. She can 
salsa dance as she has her entire life, and be her 

loud and energetic self.
“I do stay a little bit more low key, which is 

kind of good because not every environment is 
going to be the same,” Vargas said. “You have 
to be really professional in some settings. Then 
you can be yourself in other settings. The dance 
team and dance practice are really where I can 
just be myself and not be judged about it.”

Her first year at the academy, Nuño struggled 
with culture shock coming from an area that was 
almost entirely Hispanic. She struggled with 
academics as the difficulty massively increased  
from high school and she struggled with 
physical fitness, which hadn’t been important to 
her before she decided to pursue the academies.

But much like her dad crossing the border 
each day for school, she refused to let the 
obstacles standing in her way stop her. She 
searched for outlets to learn about other cultures 
such as joining the taekwondo team and she 
chose sociology as her major to broaden her 
worldview after growing up in a Hispanic 
bubble in Arizona. 

“That fear of failure was always there,” 
Nuño said. “It’s still there. I mean, every single 
person at West Point has that fear of failure. 
What makes me different is that if I were to fail, 
I would have nothing to fall back on because 
West Point is all I have. If I were to go back, I 
would fall right back into that cycle.” 

Class of 2022 Cadet Eliana Vargas, Class of 2023 Cadet Leslie Rodriguez-Diaz 
and Class of 2021 Cadet Nathania Nuño are each the first member of their family 
to attend a four-year college directly from high school.
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Tailgating, food part of the Army Football experience
Story and photos by Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

When his son Cole committed to play 
football at the U.S. Military Academy, David 
Christiansen knew he would be joining a close-
knit family of players. 

Cole, a starting linebacker and a team 
captain, is in his final year at West Point. What 
David wasn’t expecting to find during his son’s 
three-plus years on the team was a family-like 
atmosphere among the other parents of Black 
Knight players.

The team calls itself “The Brotherhood” and 
in the years since their sons joined the team, the 
Class of 2020 dads have deemed themselves 
“The Fatherhood.” The bond has been formed  
in the parking lots behind Michie Stadium where 
they set up a tailgate for every home. 

Before the game, they’ll have about 100 
people hanging out getting ready for kickoff, 
David Christiansen said, but after the game that 
number will balloon to upwards of 300 people 
as the players and additional families make the 
way over for dinner and to socialize. 

“It’s a very cool environment and group 
of people and I love these people,” David 

Christiansen said. “I look forward to seeing 
them and I hate when it’s over. I hate when it’s 
the offseason. The most fun time I have all day 
is when they’re up here eating and then I’m 
cooking for them and listening to them talk 
about the football game and everything that 
happened. It’s just really cool.”

Three years in, they have the home game 
routine down to a science. Monday through 
Thursday are spent prepping. Food and drinks 
have to be bought and Christiansen’s Tulane 
game menu alone required 25 pounds of chicken 
and 12 pounds of pork. They also have to pack 
the chairs, tents, tv, grill and full bar with stools 
that are setup during the tailgate. 

On Friday they hit the road, Saturdays they 
party and then Sundays they head home and 
prepare to start all over.

“You only have really four days at home, 
because we travel every week. We go to every 
game,” David Christiansen said. “Even away, 
we set stuff up there whether we rent out bars. 
We rent out spaces. We do the same. Whoever’s 
closest grabs it.”

While David Christiansen and “The 
Fatherhood” tailgate every week, Nick Triscari 
makes the trip to West Point for one game a 

year to cook for his friends. The owner of The 
Wooden Spoon in New Rochelle, New York 
brings his mobile catering unit to the parking 
lot to cook for his friends and anyone else in 
the parking lot who might be hungry. 

The menu each year is based on the 
opponent for that week’s game. Last year, he 
did a pig roast and Spam sandwiches for the 
Hawaii game and this year, southern fried 
alligator and jambalaya were on the menu with 
Tulane in town.

“You feel like you’re taking a piece of the 
opponent with you when you’re eating their 
mascot,” Triscari said. 

Whether it is every week or once a year, 
Army tailgates are a time for old friends and new 
to come together and root on the Black Knights. 
Steve Chaloult and his Class of 1992 classmates 
have been making the Saturday pilgrimage and 
setting up a pre/postgame tailgate for more than 
15 years now.

As their families and incomes have grown 
over the years, so has the tailgate. Depending on 
the game, the crowd will range from 50 to 300 
people, Chaloult said, bringing together friends 
and family from all over the region. 

With six home games a year, the prep 
work for the tailgates starts in the preseason. 
Beer for the season is bought by the pallet and 
participants pay into the pot to cover food and 
other expenses for the weekly gathering. 

The tailgate gathering now includes a pizza 
oven, catering with their signature breakfast 
burritos and plenty of time to catch up with 

friends before the first kick. 
“It’s just what West Point’s all about,” 

Chaloult said. “It’s such a pure place here to be 
able to let your kids run around and not to worry 
about people. It’s just where you can go and 
recharge your batteries. We look forward to the 
six home games a year so we can get up here and 
get reconnected with our friends and families.”

Nick Karl puts a pizza into the oven prior to the Army vs. Tulane game Saturday. 
The pizza oven is a weekly tradition during the Army football tailgate Karl 
attends outside Michie Stadium. 

Nick Triscari stirs a pot of jambalaya while cooking for his friends prior to 
the Army vs. Tulane football game Saturday. Triscari planned a New Orleans 
inspired menu of fried gator and jambalaya for the tailgate. 

Nick Triscari breads a piece of gator 
meat while cooking for his friends 
prior to the Army vs. Tulane football 
game Saturday.
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Organ Recital Fall Schedule at Cadet Chapel

The upcoming fall schedule for organ recitals at the Cadet 
Chapel are as follows:

• Sunday, 2:30 p.m.—Esteban Elizondo (Class of 1936 
Recital), professor of organ, Conservatorio Superior, San 
Sebastian, Spain.

TRIBE Yoga Training
TRIBE—Teach Resiliency, Increase Balance and Endurance 

—Yoga, is offering yoga training Oct. 26-27 to include physical 
training or meditation sessions for military units, USMA 
departments and spouses’ groups. 

Additionally, TRIBE offers a weekend workshop for certified 
yoga teachers, active duty and their family members who are 
interested in bringing the physical and mindfulness practices of 
yoga to the military. 

This is a 12-hour course registered under Yoga Alliance 
for CEC’s. Scholarships are available. For more details, email 
tribeyogamilitary@gmail.com.

Mine Torne Road closure
Mine Torne Road will be closed due to military training from 

9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Nov. 2.  
POC for this closure is DPTMS Range Operations Officer 

Alec M. Lazore at 938-3007.

Death Notice for Cadet Candidate Benjamin Bochtler
Anyone with debts owed to or by, or retaining property of the 

estate of Cadet Candidate Benjamin Bochtler should contact Maj. 
Jim Pleuss, the Summary Court officer for the cadet candidate.

Bochtler passed away due to a recreational accident Aug. 31.
Call Pleuss at 845-938-8006 or email him at jim.pleuss@

westpoint.edu.

The Bass Club at West Point
The Bass Club at West Point is accepting new members.  
The Bass Club shares angling knowledge, conducts 

tournaments, promotes sustainable fishing and performs 
community service in support of West Point outdoor recreation.

Membership is open to military, DOD civilians, veterans of 
the Armed Forces and their dependents.  

For more details, contact toddmess@aol.com or go to http://
pbwimmer.wixsite.com/bassclubatwestpoint.

Round Pond Recreation Area open for the season 
(MWR item)

The Round Pond Recreation Area is now open through 
November and is located off Route 293, only three miles from 
Washington Gate. 

Round Pond offers cabin, campsite and paddle boat rentals. 
Hours of operation are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday through Thursday 
and 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Army Education Center 

College courses are offered through the Army Education 
Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.

Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Kathy Yusaf at 845-569-

3633 or email kathy.yusuf@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Erazo at 845-398-4102 

or email gierazo@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 

Community/mwr
For more details, call 845-938-2503 or visit MWR on the 

web at westpoint.armymwr.com.

101 Spin Basics with Paul (MWR item) 
A 101 Spin Basics class with Paul is scheduled at 5:40 a.m. 

on Wednesdays at the MWR Fitness Center Spin Room. 
Paul will look at everything in and out of the saddle, from 

good fit to good position to good form. 
For more details, call 845-938-6490.

Pizza Delivery Hours (MWR item)
West Point Bowling Center now delivers seven days a week.
Delivery times are 3-8:30 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, 

and 3-9:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For delivery, call 938-2140.

Indoor Firearm Shooting now available at West Point 
(MWR item)

Come on down to the Tronsrue Marksmanship Center today. 
The center is located at 665 Tower Road, adjacent to the Gillis 
Field House.

Hours of operation are Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Recreational shooting is open to all DOD cardholders and their 
guests. They have gun rentals, ammunition and targets for sale. 

For more details and to register, call 845-938-1700 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

Framing and engraving with West Point Arts and Crafts 
(MWR item) 

The custom framing experts at Arts and Crafts can turn any 
achievement into a timeless work of art. 

Choose from more than 500 quality moldings, 450 acid-free 
mats and opt for UV-protective glass to prevent fading.  

They also offer engraving for any special occasion. Give them 
a call for any special engraving items you may have. 

Arts and Crafts’ easy and quick pricing allows you to design 
to your budget. For more details, call 845-938-4812.

Champagne Sunday Brunch at the West Point Club 
(MWR item)

Join the West Point Club for the Champagne Sunday Brunch. 
Sunday Brunch is from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Pierce Dining 

Room and runs through Nov. 17. There is a nominal fee for these 
brunches. Reserve your spot in advance at thewestpointclub.
com. For more details, call 845-938-5120.

Open Range event with Outdoor Recreation (MWR item)
There is a privately-owned weapons open range session from 

9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Nov. 2 at Range 5 off of Route 293.
Round Pond Office will be open 8 a.m.-6 p.m. For details, 

call 845-938-2503.

Morgan Farm Veterans Day Kennel Special Nov. 8 
(MWR item)

Morgan Farm is offering a Veternas Day special from Nov. 
8-12. Drop off your pet Nov. 8 and pick-up on Nov. 12. Get four 
nights of boarding for the price of three nights. 

Pets must stay until Tuesday, early pick-up on Sunday will 
not receive the discount. For more details, call 845-938-3926.

West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market
The West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market runs 9 

a.m.-2 p.m. every Sunday through Oct. 27. 
This Sunday is the 20th anniversary of the Farmers Market. 

See ad on page 12.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
West Point families are invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. The church is near Thayer Gate.

Services are held at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday and at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday. Sunday School for all ages starts at 9:45 a.m. It also 
has seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For details on the Grace Baptist Church, visit www.
gracebaptistny.org.

20th annual Public Safety Sunday at Grace Baptist 
Church

The congregation of Grace Baptist Church will celebrate 
the 20th annual Public Safety Sunday, a day to honor all law 
enforcement officers, firefighters, ambulance corps members and 
public officials, Oct. 27. 

The recognition of the first responders begins with a special 
service at 11 a.m. and a luncheon will be served following the 
service for all those in attendance. 

The public is invited to join in honoring all members of 
these departments. Ron DeGarde is the featured speaker for this 
special service. 

The church is located at 54 Old State Road, Highland Falls.  
For more details, call Pastor Snavely at 845-446-4086 or visit 
the church website at www.gracebaptistny.org.

counseling, mental health counseling, marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

Army Education Center—Testing Office
The Army Education Center at West Point offers the following  

Army Personnel Tests (APT)—AFCT, DLAB, DLPT and SIFT.  
We also offer the TABE and GT Predictor.

Testing is offered by appointment only. To make an 
appointment, call 845-938-3360 or email Janet Browne 
at janet.p.browne.ctr@mail.mil or Gwenn Wallace at  
gwenn.t.wallace.ctr@mail.mil. 

The AEC is also an Authorized Pearson VUE Testing Site, 
open on a space available basis to Soldiers, civilian personnel, 
military contractors and family members who hold a military 
ID card.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the Commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.m.mierva.ctr@mail.mil or stop by the Army 
Education Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  

Together, Listening and Connecting Oct. 22
Planning for the future of a loved one with a disability 

is imperative. At the Together, Listening and Connecting 
workshop, attendees will learn what needs to be put in place 
to protect the future of their loved one with special needs.  

Military families have to contend with a unique set of 
issues that make planning for the future more difficult. 

The Disabled Military Child Protection Act and New 
York’s adoption of the Uniform Guardianship Act open up 
some exciting special needs planning opportunities for military 
families, which will also be discussed. 

 The workshop will take place from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Oct. 
22 at Army Community Service (ACS), Building 622. 

For more details, email Josephine.M.Toohey.civ@mail.mil 
or call 845-938-3655 to reserve your spot for the workshop.
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CYS Costume Party and Dance Oct. 19
A Child and Youth Services Costume Party and Dance will 

be held from 5-8 p.m. Oct. 19 at the Youth Center. 
Please note the Youth Center will be closed from noon-5 p.m. 

before the event. For more details, call 845-938-8889.

Ghoulish Scramble Nov. 2
The Ghoulish Scramble will be held Nov. 2. Check-in is 7:30 

a.m. with a 9 a.m. shotgun start at the West Point Golf Course. 
There is a nominal fee for this event. For more details and to 

sign-up, call 845-938-2435.

Community Skate Nov. 3
The West Point Community Skate is back at Tate Rink for the 

2019-20 season. The season starts Nov. 3 and is available most 
Sundays from 2:30-4 p.m. For more details, call 845-938-3066.

Hiring event for Non-Appropriated Fund positions at 
Victor Constant Ski Area Nov. 4

The Non-Appropriated Fund hiring event will take place 
from 2-6 p.m. Nov. 4. Bring a current resume, supporting 
documentation on each job listed on usajobs.gov, social security 
card, photo identifi cation, work authorized card for ages 14-17 
and a positive attitude. 

For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

BGCA Youth of the Year Competition Nov. 6
West Point is seeking applicants for its BGCA Youth of the 

Year Competition. Our Child and Youth Services informational 
meeting for youth and parents is scheduled at 5 p.m. Nov. 6 at 
the Youth Center located at 500 Washington Road. 

The event is open to West Point Youth, ages 14 and over. 
Youth of the Year candidates have the opportunity to win 
scholarships through BGCA for up to $100,000. 

Applications are available at the Youth Center and are due 
by Jan. 1, 2020. For more information, visit westpointcys.com 
or call 845-938-8889.

Annual Hunting Lottery Nov. 7
The annual hunting lottery will take place at the Round Pond 

JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS
FEATURED EVENT

FOR THE FAMILIES
Upcoming Fall Trips with Leisure Travel Services

Leisure Travel Services is off ering many trips during the fall 
season. The following trips are: 

• Friday—The Norman Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge, 
Massachussetts. Leave West Point at 8 a.m., leave Stockbridge 
at 4 p.m. 

• Saturday—The New York Botanical Garden and Arthur 
Avenue. Leave West Point at 8:30 a.m., leave the Bronx at 3:30 
p.m.

There is a fee for these trips. For more details and reservations, 
call 845-938-3601.

MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op
The MWR Fitness Center Co-Op is looking for new members. 
The co-op is comprised of CYS eligible patrons with children 

ages 6 weeks to 5 years who are looking to exercise while 
having your child participate in volunteer facilitated childcare. 
In exchange for your child’s participation, co-op members agree 
to support other members and assist with the supervision of 
children during co-op hours. 

If you are interested, call the CYS Outreach Services Offi  ce 
at 845-938-3969.

Dierks Bentley to 
Headline Fall Concert 
at Michie Stadium 
Oct. 18 

West Point MWR 
and Army West Point 
Athletics present: Dierks 
Bentley Burning Man 
Tour 2019. Joined by 
Dustin Lynch and special 
guest, the concert will be 
held at 7 p.m. Oct. 18 at 
Michie Stadium.

Tickets  are  now 
on sale to the general 
publ ic .  Ticke ts  a re 
ava i lab le  on l ine  a t 
goarmywestpoint.com/tickets.

CYS Youth Winter Recreation Sports Registration
Save the dates for our CYS Youth Winter Recreation Sports 

registration. Sign-up today for Recreation Basketball and/or 
Recreation Volleyball. 

Registration starts Tuesday and ends Nov. 15. The season 
runs Dec. 9 through Feb. 27. For more details and to register, 
visit westpointcys.com or call 845-938-3208.

Coaches Needed for Child and Youth Services Winter 
Recreation Sports

CYS Sports is looking for coaches for the Child and Youth 
Services’ Winter 2019 Youth Sports programs.

Coaches are needed for Recreation Basketball and Recreation 
Volleyball. Interested candidates can contact the Youth Sports 
Offi  ce at 845-938-3208.

School Age Center’s Before and After School Care
The School Age Center off ers programs with several diff erent 

themes and activities for kindergarten through fi fth grade. 
If you are interested in a before and/or after school program 

for your child, sign up today. The School Age Center also hosts 
children who would like to come on an hourly or daily basis. 

For details, call the Lee Area CYS Facility Front Desk at 
845-938-8530 or 0941.

West Point Zombie Apocalypse Haunted Hayride
The Zombie Apocalypse Haunted Hayride is a family fun-

fi lled event and open to the public. It will take place from 6-9 
p.m. Oct. 25 at the MWR Paintball Field. 

There will be a kid’s area supported by Youth Services. Park 
at the PX parking lot. Enter through the MWR Sports Fields. 
Recommended for children ages 7 and up. 

There is a nominal fee for this event. For more details, call 
845-938-6497.

Yoga with Christine at the MWR Fitness Center
Jump start your weekend with Gentle Yoga with Christine. 

Join Christine from 5-6 p.m. on Fridays. Advanced sign-ups are 
required. 

There is a nominal fee per class. Call 845-938-6490 or stop 
by the MWR Fitness Center to sign-up. 

2019-20 Staff  and Faculty Intramural Hockey League
The MWR Sports Offi  ce is conducting the 2019-20 Staff  and 

Faculty Intramural Hockey League. All active duty personnel, 
DOD civilians, retired personnel and West Point community 
family members can sign up to play. 

Hockey games will be scheduled at 6 a.m. Monday and 
Thursday and at noon Tuesdays. 

Season passes must be purchased to participate and are now 
available. The season is underway. To sign up and/or for more 
details, contact james.p.mcguinness.naf@mail.mil or call 845-
938-3066.

Staff  & Faculty Noontime Dodgeball Tournament 
The FMWR Sports offi  ce will conduct the Staff  & Faculty 

Noontime Dodgeball Tournament. Sign-ups are ongoing to 
all active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retirees and family 
members. 

All games will be played at the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center’s second fl oor gym from noon-1 p.m. 
Tuesday-Oct. 25, Monday through Friday. 

The deadline for team and individual sign-ups is today. 
For more details and to sign-up, contact james.p.mcguinness.

naf@mail.mil or call 845-938-3066.

Staff  & Faculty Pickleball Tournament
The FMWR Sports offi  ce will conduct the Staff  & Faculty 

Pickleball Tournament. Sign-ups are now ongoing for all active 
duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and family 
members. 

All games will be from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesday evenings, 
Oct. 15 through Nov. 26, at the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. To sign-up and/or for more details, contact 
james.p.mcguinness.naf@mail.mil or call 845-938-3066.

CYS Fall Harvest Festival Oct. 17 (updated)
The Child and Youth Services Festival will be held from 

6:30-7:30 p.m. Oct. 17 at the Stony Child Development Center, 
located at 1207 Patrick Trail. For more details, call 845-938-4798.

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble Oct. 17
The Superintendent’s Golf Scramble will be held Oct. 17 with 

a 1 p.m. shotgun start at the West Point Golf Course.
For more information and to sign-up, call 845-938-2435.

CYSitters for Adults Class Oct. 19
The CYSitters for Adults class will be held from 9 a.m.-3 

p.m. at the Lee Area CYS Facility located at 140 Buckner Loop. 
For more details and to register, call 845-938-4458.

Tickets now on sale for Army Football Spirit Luncheons 
at the West Point Club (updated)

Tickets now on sale for Army Football Spirit Luncheons. 
Purchase your tickets from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the West Point Club’s Admin Offi  ce. 

Each luncheon is a pep rally for that week’s game. The next 
luncheon of the season is Oct. 24 for the San Jose State game. 
Doors open at 11 a.m. and the luncheon begins at noon. 

Buy your tickets early for reserved seats. 
For more details, visit thewestpointclub.com or call 845-

938-5120.

Recreation Area at 6 p.m. Nov. 7. Reserve your hunting area prior 
to opening day. The area is available until 9 a.m. of opening day. 

Reserve your favorite area for the opening day of Rifl e 
season by participating in the hunting lottery. For more details, 
call 845-938-2503. 
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THE DPW DISPATCH
WORK IN PROGRESS

Shed Electric Load

Keller Corner
Pharmacy training hours change 

As of Oct. 1, the Keller Army Community 
Hospital Outpatient Pharmacy has changed its 
regular Thursday training closure to 2-3 p.m. 

This change allows us to maximize  
training time while minimizing impact on 
patient care.

Keller Social Media Campaigns for 
October 

• Depression Education & Awareness— 
every Monday;

• Breast Cancer Awareness—every 
Wednesday;

• Domestic Violence Awareness—every 
Friday.

Substance Use Disorder Clinic open
The KACH’s Substance Use Disorder 

Clinic Care (SUDCC) is open to cadets, active 
duty service members and benefi ciaries who 
are interested in seeking help independently.  

The clinic provides substance use 
disorder clinical care including assessment, 
education, treatment, rehabilitation and 
aftercare for cadets, active duty members 
and other benefi ciaries. 

This is an integrated medical and 
behavioral health model aimed to enhance 

health and readiness.  
It is preferred to have individuals seek 

education and treatment on their own to 
prevent them from possibly experiencing 
an alcohol or drug related incident. 

The SUDCC is located in Building 656. 
You can schedule an appointment in person 
from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday or 
calling 845-938-7691.

 
Help KACH reduce, eliminate “No 
Shows”

Keller Army Community Hospital is 
asking for your assistance in reducing 
and eliminating “no-shows” on missed 
appointments.

There is  a saying in the medical 
community that “an appointment missed by 
you, is an appointment missed by two”—1.) 
the appointment missed by the patient, and 
2.) that missed appointment time another 
patient could have had.

KACH asks  that  as  soon as  you 
realize you will not make your scheduled 
appointment, call the Appointment Center 
at 845-938-7992 or 800-552-2907, or 
visit https://www.tricareonline.com/, 
and cancel so we can re-book that slot for 
another benefi ciary.

Friday—“Don’t Let Go,” R, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“I Am That Man,” R, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“It: Chapter 2,” R, 9:30 p.m.
Oct. 18—Closed.
Oct. 19—“Malefi cent: Mistress of Evil,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

• Fire Prevention Week Open 
House: The West Point Fire Department 
invites West Point Family Home residents to 
come hang out with the fi refi ghters and take 
a tour of the Station and look at the vehicles 
in their fl eet. 

The event takes place from 2-4:30 p.m. 
Friday at Fire Station 2 on Stony Lonesome 
Road. Snacks and refreshments will be 
provided by WPFH.

• Yard Sale: The West Point Community 
Fall Yard Sale is scheduled from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Saturday. It will happen rain or shine.

• Melody in Motion: Celebrate 
Halloween with music and movement with 
Ms. Desrae. 

We’ll learn new songs, dance with 
skeletons, fl y with bats, creep with spiders, 
pass pumpkins and sing like monsters. Then 
we’ll end with a lot of parachute fun. 

Join in the fun from 9:30-11 a.m. Oct. 22 
at B126 Washington Road. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Oct. 18 with the ages of children attending.

USAG, KACH sign proclamation 
Monday recognizing DVAM

West Point has been called on to shed electric load as part of our electric utility (Orange & 
Rockland) requirements to support a construction project with the New York State Department 
of Transportation. The work being done by Orange and Rockland involves relocation of the 
main electric transmission lines that supply electricity to both West Point and Highland Falls, 
from above ground to below ground.  

The required work severely limits the electrical capacity provided to West Point thus 
requiring West Point to shed electric load.

Through Friday, we are asking the members of the West Point Community to assist in the 
load shedding process by taking some of these simple steps:

• Turning off  lights that are not needed.
• Turning off  coff ee pots after the coff ee has been brewed. 
• Unplugging electronics. 
• Turning off  window air conditioners. 
• Turning off  portable heaters, etc...
Doing the above will help us greatly in our attempt to shed the necessary load and do our 

part as a community.
Thank you for your support.  
If you have questions, contact Paul Simihtis, Energy manager, Environmental Management 

Division, Energy Management Branch, Directorate of Public Works, at 845-938-2224.

Story and photo by Robert K. Lanier
Public Affairs Officer, Keller Army 
Community Hospital

Col. Harry C. Marson, U.S. Army Garrison 
West Point commander, Col. Brett H. Venable, 
Keller Army Community Hospital commander 
and Command Sgt. Maj. Rusty A. Lane, 
command sergeant major, U.S. Army Garrison 
West Point, signed a proclamation recognizing 
October as Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month, Monday, at Keller Army Community 
Hospital.

The event was organized by West Point 
Family & MWR’s Army Community Service 
—Family Advocacy Program.

The goal of this event is to raise awareness 
about domestic abuse through technology-
facilitated abuse; using technology, such as 
texting and posting on social media to bully, 
harass, stalk or intimidate a partner, and the 
importance of early detection and help-seeking 
to reduce the risk for serious harm or violence.

“Everyone plays a role in upholding the 
Army values and standards that support safe, 
health relationships in the military community,” 
Marson said. “Without every one of us doing 
our part, we cannot say our Army  is fully ready 
to meet the mission of preventing domestic 
violence.”

The message to everyone in the Greater 
West Point Community for Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month 2019 is ‘Mobilize help for 
safer relationships.’ 

The Family Advocacy Program is committed 
to supporting service members and their families 
impacted by domestic abuse through victim 
advocacy and crisis intervention. Assistance 
can be found through the Family Advocacy 

Program, Military OneSource or the National 
Domestic Violence Hotlines. Let the West Point 
Family Advocacy Program be your partner in 
preventing and reducing the risk of domestic 
abuse. Along with this event, Keller Army 
Community Hospital is providing Domestic 
Violence Awareness information—on their 
Facebook page—every Friday throughout the 
month of October.

If you are a victim of domestic abuse, 
you can receive anonymous, confidential 
help—available 24/7—by calling the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233 
(SAFE); if you are in a domestic violence 
emergency, call 9-1-1. 

Col. Harry C. Marson (right), U.S. Army 
Garrison West Point commander, 
provides comments after signing a 
proclamation recognizing October as 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
during a ceremony Monday at Keller 
Army Community Hospital. Pictured 
with him is Col. Brett H. Venable (left), 
Keller Army Community Hospital 
commander and Catherine Little, 
Family Advocacy social worker for 
Army Community Service. 
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AAFES giving away tickets 
to Army-Navy Game Dec. 14
By Army & Air Force Exchange Service 
Public Affairs

Military shoppers have a chance to cheer on 
the Army Black Knights and Navy Midshipmen 
in person at the 2019 Army-Navy Game 
just by shopping their military exchange or 
commissary with their MILITARY STAR® 
card.

Shoppers will automatically be entered 
to win two tickets to the game when they use 
their MILITARY STAR card through Oct. 17. 

Qualifying purchases can be made 
anywhere MILITARY STAR is accepted, 
including ShopMyExchange.com. Honorably 
discharged Veterans can win, too. 

The Army & Air Force Exchange Service, 

which administers the MILITARY STAR 
program, is a participating partner of the 2019 
Army-Navy Game.  

“The Army-Navy Game is where heroes 
win,” Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Luis Reyes, 
Exchange senior enlisted advisor, said. “The 
Exchange and MILITARY STAR want the 
best customers in the world to have a chance 
to experience this game live.”

Four winners will be randomly selected 
and will receive a pair of tickets to the 120th 
Army-Navy Game, which takes place Dec. 
14 at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia. 

Travel and lodging are not included. For 
more information and official rules, visit www.
MyECP.com/CustomerAds/Page/Exchange.
com.

THE LAST FULL MEASURE recounts the true story of William Pitsenbarger, 
a U.S. Air Force Pararescueman, who continually faced danger throughout 
more than 250 combat missions in Vietnam. 

During a rescue mission on April 11, 1966, he was offered the chance to 
escape on the last helicopter out of a combat zone, heavily under fire, but 
he stayed behind to save and defend the lives of his fellow Soldiers of the 
U.S. Army's 1st Infantry Division, and he was killed. 

Thirty-two years later, Pitsenbarger’ s father seeks the help of a Pentagon 
investigator and other surviving veterans of Operation Abilene to procure 
the Medal of Honor to honor Pitsenbarger posthumously.

The writer/director (Todd Robinson) and Executive Producer (Sidney 
Sherman) will introduce the movie and participate in a Q&A after the 
screening.

The Last Full Measure will be screened at 5 p.m. Oct. 20 at 
Arnold Auditorium in Mahan Hall, Building 752, Thayer Road.

Grab your free tickets at the Main Exchange, Building 1204; 
AAFES Express, Building 1202; and Subway and Starbucks, 
Building 683.
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FOOTBALL

SATURDAY, 7 P.M.—GEORGIA STATE, ATLANTA.

MEN’S SOCCER

FRIDAY, 7 P.M.—NAVY, CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, TALEN ENERGY STADIUM.

TUESDAY, 7 P.M.—ST. BONAVENTURE, MALEK STADIUM AT CLINTON FIELD.

VOLLEYBALL

TUESDAY, 7 P.M.—LAFAYETTE, GILLIS FIELD HOUSE.

OCT. 19, 2 P.M.—LOYOLA, GILLIS FIELD HOUSE.

Sports calendar
SPRINT FOOTBALL

OCT. 19, 1 P.M.—CALDWELL, SHEA STADIUM.

WOMEN’S SOCCER

SATURDAY, 7 P.M.—LOYOLA, MALEK STADIUM AT CLINTON FIELD.

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

OCT. 18—NAVY, WAPPINGERS FALLS, NEW YORK (HOME MEET).

NOV. 2—PATRIOT LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIPS, HAMILTON, NEW YORK.

**VIEW ARMY WEST POINT SCHEDULE AT WWW.GOARMYWESTPOINT.COM/CALENDAR.ASPX?.

The Army West Point Golf team took advantage of its early lead after the four-ball play and earned a 6.5-4.5 victory over Navy at Pine Valley Country Club in 
the Army-Star Series, presented by USAA, in Pine Valley, N.J. The Black Knights came into singles play on Sunday with a 3-2 lead and were able to secure 
the points needed to claim the ‘Star’ for the third-straight season. Junior James McKee and senior Justin Williamson both earned wins in their matches. 
Williamson won 6-and-5 and was the shortest match of the day, while McKee earned a point at 2-and-1. Freshman Samuel Kim halved his fi rst Army-Navy 
singles match to help Army get closer to the fi nal result. Freshman Marshall Daniel continued his great play from Saturday into Sunday and won the clinching 
point in the fourth match of the day by beating Navy’s Charlie Musto 1-up. The match was one of three that went the full 18 holes. With the win, Army evens the 
Army-Navy ‘Star’ Series, presented by USAA, at 2-2 with the Black Knights earning wins in women’s volleyball and golf.  Photo by Army Athletic Communications

Army Golf claims ‘Star’ at Pine Valley
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Volleyball grinds out four set win over Holy Cross
The Army West Point Volleyball team celebrates one of sophomore middle blocker Emmy Barnhorst’s 10 kills as part of a four-set victory over Holy Cross 
Saturday at Gillis Field House.                                          Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By Nick Lovera
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Volleyball team scratched and clawed 
its way to a hard fought victory over conference foe Holy Cross 
on Saturday night at Gillis Field House. 

“I have to give a lot of credit to Holy Cross tonight,” head 
coach Alma Kovaci Lee said. “They were very tough and their 
defense was incredible. We didn't play our best game today, but 
it’s good to know we can grind out a victory when we aren’t 
at our best.”

After a strong first set that saw the Black Knights hit at a 
.323 percentage, the team faced a resilient challenge from the 
Crusaders who dominated set two, 25-13. 

Army played most of the third set from behind, and the 
teams fought to seven tied scores in the frame. Army was able 
to pull through 25-23. 

In the fourth, Holy Cross fought back from a four-point 
deficit in the middle of the set to jump ahead and take a four-
point lead of their own at 21-17. 

Army would not be denied in this one however, fending 
off two consecutive set points before claiming the match in 

the fourth set 26-24.
Sophomore middle blocker Emmy Barnhorst was the team’s 

only player with double-digit kills with 10. She also added seven 
combined blocks and five digs. 

Junior libero Ana Oglivie was again impressive in the match 
with 24 digs and six assists. 

“Wins like this can help when you get to the big games at 
the end of the year,” Kovaci Lee said. “We have to put this one 
away and come back tomorrow to face Colgate.”

(Editor’s note: The Black Knights dropped its match to 
Colgate in four sets Sunday at Gillis Field House.)
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Army strikes down Union on Opening Night

Sophomore forward 
Colin Bilek (left) 
n e t t e d  A r m y ’ s 
second power play 
goal of the night at 
11:04 into the fi nal 
period to clinch a 
3-2 victory for Army 
West Point  over 
Union Sunday at Tate 
Rink. The victory 
w a s  t h e  B l a c k 
Knights’ fi rst home 
and season opening 
victory since 2014-
15 when the team 
topped Sacred Heart 
at Tate Rink, 2-1. 
Junior goalie Trevin 
Kozlowski made 20 
saves in the first 
game of the year, 
while senior forward 
M i c h a e l  W i l s o n 
a n d  s o p h o m o r e 
d e f e n s e m a n 
Marshal Plunkett 
both had multi-point 
games. 
Photo by Army Athletic 
Communications

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

After going down 2-1 in the second period, the Army West 
Point Hockey team scored two straight goals to down Union on 
opening night, 3-2, Sunday at Tate Rink.   

The Dutchmen were recognized in the USCHO.com Coaches 
Preseason Poll receiving one vote. Army and Union were knotted 
at 2-2 heading into the fi nal period of play after a three-goal 
scoring frenzy in the second stanza. 

Sophomore forward Colin Bilek netted Army’s second 
power play goal of the night at 11:04 into the fi nal period to 
clinch the victory. 

Junior goalie Trevin Kozlowski made 20 saves in the fi rst 
game of the year, while senior forward Michael Wilson and 
sophomore defenseman Marshal Plunkett both had multi-point 
games. 

  
How it happened  
• The Black Knights jumped out of the gate with an attacking 

mindset and were rewarded with a power play just 38 seconds 
into the action to get Army into rhythm. 

• With the extra man opportunity ready to expire, Plunkett 
worked the puck behind the net to Wilson who was able to 
swing it to sophomore forward Eric Butte rushing in from the 
left circle. Butte scored on Darion Hanson’s stick side to put 
the Cadets up 1-0. 

• After Army killed off  nearly six minutes of Union power 

play action in the second period, the Dutchmen were fi nally 
able to break through.

• Winger Colin Schmidt was able to fi nd an open Christian 
Sanda in the slot who pushed it passed Kozlowski to tie the 
game at 1 with 5:34 on the clock.

• At the 19:43 minute mark of the second, Christian Sanda 
poked an Army pass down ice and was able to score a breakaway 
goal with his team short handed 

• However, with just 18 seconds left in the period, Plunket 
spun his way free at the right point before sending the puck on 
net. Senior Wilson scooped home the loose puck to tie the game 
at two at the end of the second period. 

• With the two sides even halfway through the fi nal stanza, 
Army went on its fi fth power play of the night.

• Senior forward Zach Evancho worked the puck to the left 
side where junior defenseman John Zimmerman was lined up 
to fi re off  a shot. Bilek was waiting in front of the net and poked 
it in for the eventual game-winner.

 
Highlights and game notes
• The victory was the Black Knights’ fi rst home and season 

opening victory since 2014-15 when the team topped Sacred 
Heart at Tate Rink, 2-1.

• It marked the 598th win at Tate Rink all-time. 
• Army retied the series with Union at 17-17-2 with Sunday’s 

victory. 
• The Black Knights boast a 13-7-1 advantage on home ice. 
• The Cadets snapped a 15-game unbeaten streak for Union. 

• It was also Brian Riley’s fi rst win against the Dutchmen.
• Wilson returned to the ice after missing a majority of his 

junior season because of a lower body injury. The senior notched 
the 12th multi-point game in his career. 

• Wilson now boasts 26 career goals and 23 assists to total 
49 points. 

• Plunkett recorded his fi rst-ever multi-point performance 
with a pair of assists. He now totals fi ve assists in his career 
and seven points. 

• It was the 12th time in Kozlowski’s career to record 20 
or more saves. 

• The junior goalie is now 6-6-2 in his career with 15 games 
played and 14 starts. 

• Bilek’s game-winner was the sophomore's eighth career 
goal and 18th point. 

• The goal was his fi fth power play goal and fi rst game-
winner.

• Butte netted Army’s fi rst goal of the contest which was 
also on the power play. 

• The sophomore has registered three goals in an Army 
sweater. It was Butte’s fi rst power play goal. 

• Evancho notched assist number 37 in his career which 
brings his career points total to 68. 

• Zimmerman added assist number 18 to his records as junior 
forward Mason Krueger’s marked helper number 13. 

• Senior defenseman Alex Wilkinson skated in his 100th 
career game at Army tonight. He totaled four key blocks on 
the night. 


