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news & Features

IDF officers participate in Taglit-Birthright Israel visit to West Point

A cadet and Israeli officer listen to an American Solider introduce himself in Hebrew. 
The energy of the foreign language classroom at Washington Hall was bursting with 
excitement and laughter as West Point cadets and Israeli Defense Forces officers 
were able to reconnect with old friends and make new ones during their tour with 
the Taglit-Birthright Israel program.  

Israeli Defense Forces officers salute Col. 
David “Mickey” Marcus’s tombstone at the 
West Point Cemetery Monday. This was the 
last stop during their visit to the U.S. Military 
Academy during their reverse-encouter tour 
with Taglit-Birthright Israel, an international 
nonprofit that provides Jewish students 
the opportunity to live abroad in Israel and 
integrate amongst nationals.

Story and photos by Michelle Schneider
PV Staff Writer

The U.S. Military Academy had the honor 
and privilege of hosting nine Israeli Defense 
Forces officers during their first visit to North 
America Monday with Taglit-Birthright Israel. 
The visit was facilitated by the United Church 
of Christ Chaplains at West Point.

Taglit is the Hebrew word for discovery, 
and it was a day of many new experiences 
for the IDF officers. Cadets from West Point 
have visited Israel through Taglit-Birthright 
Israel’s program, but it was the first time in the 
nonprofit’s history IDF officers have visited 
North America in what they call a reverse-
encounter. 

Taglit-Birthright Israel is an international 
nonprofit that started in 1999 and hosts Jewish 
students from all throughout the world. The 
goal of the organization is to immerse people 
into the Israeli culture and way of life while 
building friendships throughout the world. 

Orifa Bino, the director of Mifgashim, the 
Hebrew word for Encounter, helped oversee the 
events that took place during the IDF officers’ 
10-day tour in the United States. The purpose 
of their visit to West Point was to engage in 
learning opportunities and build cross-cultural 
relationships.

“They are learning about America not 
only from the Jewish perspective, but all 

perspectives,” Bino said. “I want them to learn 
and to know their similarities to Americans 
and to know the other Army’s ways through 
listening to the cadets.” 

Several representatives from Taglit-
Birthright Israel, West Point personnel, Jewish 

cadets and the IDF officers met in the morning 
and learned about the history of the academy as 
they walked around campus. They eventually 
regrouped at a foreign language classroom in 
Washington Hall where a map of Israel was 
projected onto a screen. 

The IDF officers introduced themselves 
and pointed to the areas they are from. They 
shared their names, ranks and background and 
some cadets practiced their Hebrew by doing 
the same.

As the day progressed, the IDF officers 
had the unexpected opportunity to learn about 
the United States Army during Branch Week, 
a time of year when representatives from 
different career fields set up static displays to 
help cadets determine their future Army careers 
at Diagonal Walk on The Plain.

“It’s serendipity that they have those booths 
and different tents because they show all of the 
different parts of the military,” Taglit-Birthright 
Program manager of North America Andrew 
Kasdan said. “Each of those static displays 
spoke to people based upon commonality, 
whether it was intelligence, paratroopers or 
something else.” 

The heart of the IDF officers’ reverse-
encounter trip was to strengthen the bonds 
between Israel and the United States by 
developing friendships with Jewish cadets at 
West Point. Class of 2021 Cadet Max Weisman 
is a member of the Jewish choir, chapel and a 

participant of Taglit-Birthright Israel in 2016. 
“It was an incredible experience to see their 

culture, how their military works and all the 
things that make us alike and different, but at 
the end of the day it’s really cool to see how 
similar we all are,” Weisman said. “Today, 
they can do the same and see how we operate. 
We are great allies with Israel and work with 
them, and we will probably continue to work 
with them for a long period of time.” 

After touring Branch Week, the Israeli 
officers and West Point cadets were led by 
Chaplain David Ruderman to the West Point 
Cemetery where they viewed Col. David 
“Mickey” Marcus’s grave. 

He was an American Jew and West Point 
graduate widely credited for helping Israel 
gain independence during the Arab-Israel 
War of 1948. They visited his grave to honor 
his contribution, dedication and sense of 
volunteerism.

The day ended at the grave of Col. Marcus 
where IDF officers saluted his tombstone 
before parting ways with the cadets to continue 
their journey of discovery in North America.

“I want to see the budding of individual 
personal relationships and for our cadets and 
visitors to share some mutual understandings 
about military service,” Ruderman said. “Our 
countries and militaries share many values, so 
it makes sense for us to get together and build 
these relationships.” 
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Cadets gather knowledge on career opportunities during Branch Week
Story and photos by Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor

Spread throughout the apron of The Plain 
at the U.S. Military Academy, the Army’s 17 
branches worked to recruit their future officers.

Branch Week at West Point brings together 
representatives from each of the branches 
to enable cadets to learn more about their 
postgraduation options and for the branches 
to sell themselves to future officers. 

The heavy equipment began rolling in over 
the weekend and will stay in place through 
Saturday, giving cadets the opportunity to 
visit the displays and learn more about the 
roles of each branch and what life is like for 
their officers.

Upper-class cadets have the ability to tour 
the displays at their leisure and while plebes 
and yearlings have the same freedom, they also 
have designated rotations through each station 
in order to give them an initial understanding 
of every option available.

“I’m aiming at learning about the different 
career paths, what opportunities are available in 
each different branch and for the branches that 
catch my eye I want to know more specifically 
how do I go about succeeding in that branch,” 
Class of 2022 Cadet John Gordon said.

After going through the displays for the first 
time as a plebe last year and then taking time to 
walk through again this year, aviation has stuck 
out to Gordon as his top choice so far. With 
two more chances to go through Branch Week 
before locking in his final branch rankings as a 
firstie, his goal is to learn as much as possible 
to inform his decision.

“My questions are a little bit more pointed 

this year than they were last year,” Gordon said. 
“Last year, I just kind of wanted to see ... what 
they’re doing? But this year, I can (ask) what is 

my captain’s time looking like for this branch. I 
know a little bit more to get more information 
out of the people I’m talking to.”

Class of 2020 cadets will lock in their 
branch preferences for the sixth and final time 
next week and will find out their branches in 
November. With the introduction of the new 
branching system, the Department of Military 
Instruction will also be running a simulation 
using the cadet’s fifth ranking they locked in 
within the past few weeks and telling them 
which branch they would have been slotted 
into. 

The simulation results and Branch Week are 
Class of 2020 cadets’ last opportunity to gather 
information to decide their top branches and 
whether they want to Branch of Choice Active 
Duty Service Obligation (BRADSO) for their 
top choice. 

“Air defense is my top choice so that’s 
the only one I’m really focusing on,” Class of 
2020 Cadet Josephine Marsh said. “Talking 
with them has made me more excited about 
the branch and opportunities that I’m going to 
have. One of the things that really sticks out 
to me about the branch is that I’ll actually be 

able to utilize my major, which is physics with 
a minor in nuclear science. You don’t really get 
that chance most places.”

For branches with less name recognition, 
Branch Week is an opportunity for them to 
introduce themselves to 4,400 future officers. 

Within the engineer branch, the Army 
divers have only 130 members between officers 
and enlisted Soldiers. Although they may find 
only one or two cadets interested in diving 
during Branch Week, the chance to let cadets 
know about the possibilities and what they do 
is invaluable.

“It’s an opportunity for us to get our name 
out there a lot. For the cadets, this might be 
the only time they ever actually interact with 
an Army diver,” Capt. Maxwell McDonald, 
commander of the 74th Dive Detachment, 
said. “For those who don’t want to be divers, 
just want to be engineers, it just broadens 
their scope of the different facets the engineer 
regiment has as well as the Army as a whole.”

Along with their static displays, each branch 
holds briefings with cadets to teach them more 
about their branches and what opportunities are 
available within each career field.

Warrant Officer 4 Seth Gabbard talks to Class of 2021 Cadets Ryan Companion and Walter Wecker about the Blackhawk 
Medevac helicopter and opportunities in the aviation branch during Branch Week at the U.S. Military Academy Monday.

First Lt. Kristi White talks to cadets about the military intelligence branch during 
Branch Week at the U.S. Military Academy Monday.

Photo by Spc. Robert Luna/USMA PAO
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West Point Parachute Team: Where astronauts learn to fly

 POINTIN FOCUS: PARACHUTE TEAM/ASTRONAUTS

By Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

On the precipice 240 miles above the earth, 
Jeff Williams was ready to enter into the void. 

It was a feeling he’d become used to over 
the years. Solid ground beneath your feet, 
nothing but empty air across the ledge, but this 
time it was different. This was no helicopter 
flying over the U.S. Military Academy’s Camp 
Buckner where he had jumped countless times 
as a member of the West Point Parachute Team.

It was a step off the space shuttle for a 
seven-hour spacewalk to continue the process 
of constructing the International Space Station. 

“The sensation of being outside the 
spacecraft, orbiting the earth every 90 minutes, 
controlling yourself with just fingertip control 
and seeing the earth below, that is why I call 
it the ultimate skydive,” Williams, a retired 
Army colonel, NASA astronaut and a member 
of USMA Class of 1980, said. “It is absolutely 
incredible.”

When he arrived at West Point from the 
dairy farm in Wisconsin where he was raised, a 
future that included flying on anything, let alone 
a rocket into space, wasn’t on Williams’ radar. 
His father had served in West Germany for a 
few years following World War II, but that was 
the extent of the military service in his family. 

Williams learned about the academy through 

his father’s role as a high school guidance 
counselor and from the get go his plan wasn’t 
necessarily a lengthy Army career. Heck, he 
wasn’t even sure if he was going to stay at West 
Point for the full four years. His goal was simply 
to prove his friends wrong who had doubted he 
would last at the banks of the Hudson River.

“I remember having friends from my 
hometown and one said you won’t make it past 
the summer and Beast Barracks,” Williams said. 
“The other one said he probably won’t make it 
to Christmas. I was going to at least win their 
arguments and beat both of them.”

Then he learned to fly and any thoughts of 
leaving the academy were gone. 

When he’d first entered the academy, 
Williams didn’t even know the Army had 
aircraft, but at the end of his plebe year in 1977 
he found the West Point Parachute Team. At the 
same time, his cadet sponsor was the commander 
of the academy’s aviation detachment. 

By leaving the ground and soaring through 
the air, he found the balance needed to be 
successful at West Point. His sponsor and the 
other members of the aviation detachment 
taught him about their experience flying in 
Vietnam and introduced him to all an Army 
aviator could do, while the parachute team 
brought him friends and adventure.

First, the members of the team learned to 
jump via static line. Then they did “hop and 

pops” where you jump out and immediately 
pull your parachute. Finally, they started adding 
freefall time, first 10 seconds, then 20, then 30. 

In those days, during the afternoon the 
members of the team would jump into Camp 
Buckner, whereas nowadays the team spends its 
afternoons after class jumping onto The Plain at 
the center of the academy. On weekends, they 
would travel out to Walkill to an abandoned 
airfield and jump all day. Go up, jump, land, 
fold up your parachute and go again six or seven 
times in a single day. 

Jump after jump, Williams came to love 
the thrill and the intricacies of learning how to 
use and trust the parachute system. After not 
even knowing the Army had aircraft, he quickly 
set his sights on becoming a pilot following 
graduation. 

It was also during those years when 
Williams first considered the idea of being not 
just an Army pilot, but an astronaut. During his 
cow year at the academy, Gen. Bob Stewart was 
selected to become a NASA astronaut making 
him the first active duty Army officer selected 
by NASA. A visit by Stewart to West Point, 
time spent with future astronaut Jim Adamson, 
who was teaching at West Point at the time, and 
reading “The Right Stuff” by Tom Wolfe opened 
Williams’ eyes to the possibility of space flight, 
much as joining the parachute team had first 
peaked his interest in being a pilot. 

Following graduation, Williams’ first duty 
assignment was Germany, just as it had been for 
his dad years before. He learned to fly OH-58s 
and Hueys, but the astronaut program was never 
far from his mind. He applied for the first time in 
1985 and would go on to apply five more times 
over 10 years before being selected as a member 
of the astronaut class of 1996. 

“It is a good lesson I try to communicate 
to folks,” Williams said of applying six times 
and interviewing three. “One, to persevere 
with your goals and two, don’t take the 

disappointments personally because they’re 
usually not personal.”

He launched for the first time on May 19, 
2000 aboard the space shuttle Atlantis for a 
10-day mission to work on constructing the 
International Space Station. He’d launch again 
in 2006, 2009 and 2016, each time aboard a 
Russian Soyuz rocket for a six-month mission 
seeing the ISS go from just started to fully 
operational across his four trips. 

He spent nearly 32 hours outside performing 
spacewalks during his trips. It is in those 
experiences where his time spent training with 
the parachute team really came full circle to 
help him succeed. 

Hanging by nothing but his fingertips, 
Williams would move around by “walking,” but 
it was really a hand over hand crawl through the 
void of space. The ability to control his body, 
move through the air and deal with important 
tasks while in a risky environment were all skills 
he had first learned a few thousand feet above 
Camp Buckner, but he was now using a couple 
hundred miles above earth. 

“In some ways there are parallels between 
going out and being completely free of touching 
things in a skydive and controlling your body, 
the aerodynamics of your body by moving 
your arms and legs around and managing the 
risks and the challenges of doing a spacewalk,” 
Williams said. 

Williams is still flight ready and on the 
astronaut roster, but his days of launching into 
space have likely come and gone following 
534 days in space. The pathway from the West 
Point Parachute Team to the International Space 
Station continues, though.

Their paths to NASA were different, but 
as members of the parachute team, Col. Drew 
Morgan and Lt. Col. Frank Rubio, both in 
USMA Class of 1998, learned to fly together. 
The two made their first jumps on the same day, 

Cadet Jeff Williams looks over Astronaut Bob Stewart's T-38 Talon at Stewart 
Field, Newburgh, New York, circa 1978-79.            Courtesy Photo

See ASTRONAUTS, PAGE 5
Jeff Williams lands a parachute jump while a member of the West Point Parachute 
Team, circa 1979 or 1980.           Courtesy Photo
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and although their Army careers took them to 
different places their paths have at times run 
parallel with both attending medical school and 
now both serving NASA as astronauts.

That connection started as plebes at the U.S. 
Military Academy when Morgan and Rubio 
found their way to the parachute team. 

For Morgan, it was a continuation of a 
family legacy. Family stories of his great 
uncle Harry McClintock, a member of the 
101st Airborne Division who jumped into 
Normandy on D-Day, had spurred his already 
budding interest in serving in the military and 
introduced him to the idea of becoming an Army 
paratrooper.

Rubio came to the academy for the 
education, unsure of what all was offered at 
West Point. He spent his first year playing 
what was then called 150s and is now Sprint 
Football but jumped at the opportunity to join 
the parachute team once he heard about it. 

There, he found his best friends. The team 
demanded he give up time during the summer 
and over breaks, but it was worth it to take to the 
skies with teammates, including Morgan, who 
quickly became more like brothers. 

“What I learned the most from the team was 
a sense of responsibility. Ultimately, you are 
getting trained to be a jumpmaster very early on 
in your life,” Rubio said. “You quickly learn that 
it is a lot of fun, it is a really neat thing to do, 
but it is a lot of responsibility. It is something 
you’ve got to take pretty seriously.”

Morgan is currently orbiting earth aboard 
the International Space Station during his first 
mission to space. He was a member of the 
astronaut class of 2013 and launched to the 
space station in July to take part in Expedition 
60 and 61. 

On Aug. 21, he followed in Williams’ 
footsteps and made the ultimate skydive into 
space for his first spacewalk. 

“That camaraderie that we had (on the 
parachute team) and that dependency we had 
on each other, making sure that we were skilled 
in the aircraft and skilled in the air, our lives 
depended on each other to do safety checks of 
each other … I think about how 20 years ago, I 
was developing those skills at an early age and 
didn’t even know it,” Morgan said in a NASA 

interview. 
While being an astronaut was always 

Morgan’s goal, it had only registered as a slight 
possibility to Rubio. That changed in 2017 
with a phone call from his former parachute 
teammate. NASA was accepting a new class of 
astronauts and Morgan reached out to encourage 
him to apply.

“I was pursuing my own dreams at the time 
of being a special operations surgeon,” Rubio 
said. “When they took the next class and Drew 
gave me a quick call and said you may want to 
consider trying out I think you would be a good 
candidate, I began to think about it at length.”

Rubio was accepted as a member of the class 

ASTRONAUTS, cont’d from Page 4

of 2017 and began his two years of training as 
an astronaut candidate, which he will graduate 
from soon. 

The training course teaches future astronauts 
how to fly a T-38 Talon, use the space suit, 
operate the robotics at the space station and how 
to operate the International Space Station. Due 
to NASA’s close relationship with the Russian 
Space Agency, astronaut candidates also have 
to learn Russian. 

After graduation from astronaut candidate 
school, Rubio and his classmates will wait to 
be assigned missions, which typically takes 
a minimum of two years. After selection it is 
another two years of training before launching 

to the space station. 
Williams was the first to make the leap from 

parachute team to astronaut, but Morgan and 
Rubio have followed along the same path and 
laid the groundwork for current and future team 
members to follow their own dreams to space. 

With fall temperatures rolling in making 
the afternoons cooler and the sun setting over 
The Plain, the current members of the parachute 
team hone their skills much as their three 
predecessors did as cadets. Grab your parachute, 
fist pump the 2nd Aviation pilot, ascend to 3,000 
feet, jump, land, fold up your parachute and do 
it all over again.

Jump after jump the team grows closer and 
their skills improve. How to control your body. 
How to trust your equipment. How to function 
in a high stress environment. All of it pays 
dividends no matter the career they choose to 
pursue in the Army, but as Williams and Morgan 
have shown and Rubio will soon learn, it also 
prepares you for the moment on the ledge with 
the earth spread out before your eyes as you 
prepare to make the ultimate skydive.

“To me that means I have a chance, honestly, 
which I think is super cool,” Class of 2021 
Cadet Matthew Blejwas, a current member of 
the parachute team and aspiring astronaut, said. 
“Right now, just being able to follow in the 
footsteps of people that are making these great 
bounds for us as a society and as humanity is 
really humbling. I recognize that I’m in a spot 
where I have an incredible opportunity, and I 
don’t take that lightly.”

Jeff Williams takes part in a spacewalk during STS-101, Williams’ first trip to space in May 2000 when he launched on 
the space shuttle Atlantis.                  Photo courtesy of NASA
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Fair engages community to promote empowered responders

Pamphlets, brochures, flyers and 
booklets are among the many 
educational materials found at the 
Emergency Preparedness Fair. 
The fair took place at West Point 
Saturday.

Readiness Racoon gets involved with cadets and Soldiers during hands-on 
CPR activity hosted by the American Heart Association.

Story and photos by Michelle Schneider
PV Staff Writer

The annual Emergency Preparedness Fair 
was hosted at West Point Saturday. Agencies 
that attended included local, state and federal 
organizations such as Homeland Security, 
National Weather Service, Red Cross, Orange 
County Sheriff Office and the West Point Fire 
Department, amongst others.

The event was inspired by what the Federal 
Emergency Agency refers to as an all-hazard 
basis, which is made up of various aspects of 
what can fall under the category of emergency 
territory. 

The event promotes objectives by the 
Federal Emergency Agency to educate the 
public to have a broader perspective of what 
is considered a hazardous situation and 
emergency. Booths were set up to showcase 
what to do during a fire, severe weather storm, 
emergencies that are technological in nature, 
and human-caused emergencies like active 
shooters. 

“Education is the main reason why we do 
this job, to educate the community to save 
lives. Ultimately, it’s the number one goal,” 
West Point Fire Instructor Brian Rhodes said. 
“We want people to learn as much as they can 
and hopefully, they gain some knowledge that 
one day can ultimately save their lives or a 
family member or a neighbor.”

The annual Emergency Preparedness Fair 
began 10 years ago after West Point leadership 
recognized its limited ability to help people 

during an emergency. For example, people 
may expect immediate assistance from police, 
ambulance or fire departments in the event of 
a catastrophe, but there are many times when 
first responders are not available due to a high 
volume of calls and demands. 

People can learn many different aspects 
of how to prevent or prepare for a crisis at 
the Emergency Preparedness Fair. One major 

take-away people should focus on to build and 
improve a community of emergency prepared 
people is learning how to rely on themselves 
rather than law enforcement, paramedics and 
other safety resources.  

“We want to promote the idea that people 
have to care for themselves and their loved ones 
for up to 72 hours following an emergency,” 
West Point Emergency Manager Chris Hennen 
said. “So, if we can prepare them to do that, 
the more enabled we are as a community to 
get through that and recover quickly. 

“What we like to say is be a responder, 
not a victim,” Hennen said. “Be enabled, be 
empowered with what you learn and how you 
prepare, how you care for yourself and your 
family, your organization, your co-workers 
and be part of the response team rather than 
be a victim that’s in need of help.” 

The Emergency Preparedness Fair 
provided hands-on activities such as teaching 
people how to use a fire extinguisher and 
give CPR through live demonstrations. Other 

informational booths gave materials such as 
brochures, pamphlets and booklets to help 
educate people about various organizations 
that serve the public. 

“We really rely on people to take this 
information, read it, and act on it the best they 
can,” Hennen said.

The Emergency Preparedness Fair was a 
community event that promotes the notion of 
people collectively and individually applying 
what is learned and to be ready for the 
unpredictable. 

People  are  educated about  family 
emergency plans such as where to go in the 
event of an emergency, what their expectations 
of emergency providers should be and how 
they can best prepare for the worst.

The community is encouraged to get 
involved in other upcoming emergency-
themed activities throughout the month. For 
more information, contact Chris Hennen at 
Christopher.g.hennen.civ@mail.mil or by 
phone at 845-938-7092.
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USMA honors those who died on 9/11 with ceremony
Story and photos by Brandon O’Connor
PV Assistant Editor

At 8:26 a.m. on Sept. 11, a West Point 
firefighter rang the bell on the front of the 
fire truck.

The clanging of the bell marked the 
moment when 18 years earlier American 
Airline Flight 11 had crashed into the upper 
floors of the North Tower of the World Trade 
Center. 

Honoring that moment has become an 
annual part of the U.S. Military Academy’s 
9/11 Remembrance Ceremony, which was 
held on Trophy Point on the morning of the 
anniversary. 

This year’s ceremony featured retired Sgt. 
1st Class Tarnish Pride, who currently works 
in West Point’s visual information department. 

On 9/11, Pride was working in the 
Pentagon where he was assigned to United 
States Army Visual Information Center’s 
photo service division.

His morning that day started like any other 
work day with a trip to the main concourse 
to get coffee. There he met a friend named 
Darryl who had become his constant coffee 
companion. 

After getting their drink, Pride planned to 
go to Darryl’s office with him. 

“After receiving our drink, one of his co-
workers asked if we had seen the news about 
the planes crashing into the World Trade 
Center,” Pride said. “We told him no. As we 
watched people suddenly leaving the coffee 
shop in a hurry his coworker told us to come 
to his office because it was closer so we could 

watch the news of the tragic events that were 
unfolding.”

At 9:03 a.m., a second plane crashed into 
the South Tower of the World Trade Center. 
Then at 9:37 a.m. as Pride, Darryl and their 
co-worker watched the news the building 

shook. American Airlines Flight 77 had 
crashed into the Pentagon.

“Just as a Soldier and first responders 
were trained to do, I ran toward the noise,” 
Pride said. “You see, the plane hit my friend 
Darryl’s office area and damaged a majority of 

the area where he worked on the west side of 
the Pentagon. If it weren’t for his co-worker 
offering us the opportunity to watch the news 
in his office, we would have been part of that 
casualty count as well.”

The occupant of the office next to Darryl’s, 
Lt. Gen. Timothy Maude, the U.S. Army’s 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel, was one 
of 125 civilian and military personnel killed 
at the Pentagon and one of 2,977 people killed 
in the attacks.

“I witnessed firsthand the damage that was 
caused by the plane crash and the lives that 
were lost that day,” Pride said. “The carnage 
that I’ve seen has forever been etched in my 
memory. I still remember the faces of the 
Soldiers and civilians that I saw in passing 
laying there lifeless on the Pentagon floor. 
I couldn’t help but think about how I met 
some of these individuals either at an event or 
ceremony before this day happened.”

Following Pride’s speech about his 
experience on that day, the church bells 
from West Point’s Cadet Chapel were played 
marking the time the plane crashed into the 
South Tower. Four cannons were then fired 
to honor the four planes that crashed during 
the attacks. 

The ceremony also included a performance 
by the Cadet Glee Club and the playing of 
Amazing Grace by a bagpiper from the Cadet 
Pipes and Drums group.

“It is important as a nation of freedom 
that we continue to take time out of our busy 
schedules like today to honor and remember 
historical events such as this and the men and 
women who dedicate their lives or gave the 
ultimate sacrifice for freedoms that you and I 
enjoy today,” Pride said.

The U.S. Military Academy at West Point held a 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony at 
Trophy Point (Above) to pay tribute to those who have fallen and to remember 
what happened on that fateful day 18 years go on Sept. 11, 2001. The guest 
speaker was retired Sgt. 1st Class Tarnish Pride (right), who was in the Pentagon 
at the time of the attack. 

WPES honors 9/11 with Red, White, Blue event

The West Point Elementary School participated 
in the 9/11 National Day of Service and 
Remembrance Sept. 11 at WPES.  Students, 
faculty and staff wore red, white and blue in 
support of the event. Students waved American 
Flags while jogging or walking the bus loop in 
front of the school.  
       Photos by Dr. Sue Kerns



8 September 19, 2019 Pointer View  

FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
U.S. Army Garrison West Point Change of Responsibility

U.S. Army Garrison West Point will host a Change of 
Responsibility ceremony for Army Command Sgt. Maj. Kamisha 
Lamothe to Army Command Sgt. Maj. Rusty Lane at 10 a.m.  
Tuesday at Trophy Point. 

For details, contact Dave Conrad, Garrison Public Affairs, at 
845-938-8520, or email david.m.conrad4.civ@mail.mil.

Mine Torne Road closure
Mine Torne Road will be closed due to military training from 

9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Sept. 28 and Nov. 2  
POC for this closure is Alec M. Lazore, DPTMS Range 

Operations officer, at 938-3007.

TRIBE Yoga Training
TRIBE—Teach Resiliency, Increase Balance and Endurance 

—Yoga, is offering yoga training Oct. 26-27 to include physical 
training or mediation sessions for military units, USMA 
departments and spouses’ groups. 

Additionally, TRIBE offers a weekend workshop for certified 
yoga teachers, military service members and family members 
who are interested in bringing the physical and mindfulness 
practices of yoga to the military. 

This is a 12-hour course registered under Yoga Alliance 
for CEC’s. Scholarships are available. For more details, email 
tribeyogamilitary@gmail.com.

Death Notice for Cadet Candidate Benjamin Bochtler
Anyone with debts owed to or by, or retaining property of the 

estate of Cadet Candidate Benjamin Bochtler should contact Maj. 
Jim Pleuss, the Summary Court officer for the cadet candidate.

Bochtler passed away due to a recreation accident Aug. 31.
Call Pleuss at 845-938-8006 or email him at jim.pleuss@

westpoint.edu.

Organ Recital Fall Schedule at Cadet Chapel
The upcoming fall schedule for organ recitals at the Cadet 

Chapel are as follows:
• Sunday, 2:30 p.m.—Craig Williams, U.S. Military 

Academy organist/choirmaster;
• Sept. 29, 2:30 p.m.—Justan Foster, organist and music 

director, Greenbush Reformed Church, East Greenbush, New 
York.

No parking in front of Buildings 622 and 626
There will be no parking in front of Buildings 622 and 626, on 

the east side of Swift Road along Buffalo Soldier Field, Sunday 
through Sept. 27, while the area is milled and paved.  

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Army Education Center 

College courses are offered through the Army Education 
Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.

Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Kathy Yusaf at 845-569-

3633 or email kathy.yusuf@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Erazo at 845-398-4102 

or email gierazo@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling, marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

Community/mwr
The parking area will be used to retain two-way traffic on 

Swift Road during the construction. 
Additionally, rear entrances of Buildings 622 and 626 will 

be closed, and two-way traffic will be authorized on north side 
of Building 626. 

For more details, contact Richard Flud at 845-938-8452.

The Bass Club at West Point
The Bass Club at West Point is accepting new members.  
The Bass Club shares angling knowledge, conducts 

tournaments, promotes sustainable fishing and performs 
community service in support of West Point outdoor recreation.

Membership is open to military, DOD civilians, veterans of 
the Armed Forces and their dependents.  

For more details, contact toddmess@aol.com or go to http://
pbwimmer.wixsite.com/bassclubatwestpoint.

101 Spin Basics with Paul (MWR item) 
A 101 Spin Basics class with Paul is scheduled at 5:40 a.m. 

on Wednesdays at the MWR Fitness Center Spin Room. 
Paul will look at everything in and out of the saddle, from 

good fit to good position to good form. 
For more details, call 845-938-6490.

Round Pond Recreation Area open for the season 
(MWR item)

The Round Pond Recreation Area is now open through 
November and is located off Route 293, only three miles from 
Washington Gate. Round Pond offers cabin, campsite and paddle 
boat rentals. Hours of operation are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday and 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 

For more details, call 845-938-2503 or visit MWR on the 
web at westpoint.armymwr.com.

Pizza Delivery Hours (MWR item)
West Point Bowling Center now delivers seven days a week.
Delivery times are 3-8:30 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, 

and 3-9:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For delivery, call 938-2140.

Early Childhood & School Age Hourly Care (MWR item)
Lee Area CYS Facility has hourly care available for ages 6 

weeks to 5 years old and Kindergarten through fifth grade. 
Their mission is to provide a variety of experiences for 

children through planned developmentally appropriate activities. 
Reservations can be made through militarychildcare.com. 

There is a nominal fee for this service. 
For more details, call 845-938-8530/0941. 

T h e  W o m e n  o f 
Sacred Heart fifth 
annual Pasta Dinner 

T h e  Wo m e n  o f 
Sacred Heart will hold 
its annual Pasta Dinner 
from 6:15-8:45 p.m. 
Sept. 28.

The cost is $10 for 
adults, $5 for seniors 
and children. Children 
under 5 years old are 
free. Reservations are 
required.  

For more details, 
call 845-446-2055 or 
see the Highland Falls, 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church Bulletin.

West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market
The West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market runs 9 

a.m.-2 p.m. every Sunday through Oct. 27. 
This Sunday is Food Pantry Day. See ad on page 11. 

Highland Falls Library exhibit
The Highland Falls Library proudly presents an exhibit 

by photographer Stan Goldblatt, “The Appalachian Trail–Fort 
Montgomery Project: Portraits of Thru Hikers on the Appalachian 
Trail,” which is now open and runs through Oct. 4.

The Highland Falls Library is located at 298 Main Street in 
Highland Falls. 

The library and the exhibit are open at 10 a.m. Monday-
Saturday with various closing hours daily. 

For details, contact Leslie Rose at lrose@rcls.org or 845-
446-3113.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
West Point families are invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. The church is near Thayer Gate.

Services are held at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday and at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday. Sunday School for all ages starts at 9:45 a.m. It also 
has seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. 

Transportation is provided as needed. 
For details on the Grace Baptist Church, visit www.

gracebaptistny.org.

20th annual Public Safety Sunday at Grace Baptist 
Church

The congregation of Grace Baptist Church will celebrate 
the 20th annual Public Safety Sunday, a day to honor all law 
enforcement officers, firefighters, ambulance corps members and 
public officials, Oct. 27. 

The recognition of the first responders begins with a special 
service at 11 a.m., and a luncheon will be served following the 
service for all those in attendance. 

The public is invited to join in honoring all members of 
these departments. Ron DeGarde is the featured speaker for this 
special service. 

The church is located at 54 Old State Road, Highland Falls.  
For more details, call Pastor Snavely at 845-446-4086 or visit 
the church website at www.gracebaptistny.org.

Army Education Center—Testing Office
The Army Education Center at West Point offers the following  

Army Personnel Tests (APT)—AFCT, DLAB, DLPT and SIFT.  
We also offer the TABE and GT Predictor.

Testing is offered by appointment only. To make an 
appointment, call 845-938-3360 or email Janet Browne 
at janet.p.browne.ctr@mail.mil or Gwenn Wallace at  
gwenn.t.wallace.ctr@mail.mil. 

The AEC is also an Authorized Pearson VUE Testing Site, 
open on a space available basis to Soldiers, civilian personnel, 
military contractors and family members who hold a military 
ID card.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the Commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.m.mierva.ctr@mail.mil or stop by the Army 
Education Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
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Upcoming Fall Trips with Leisure Travel Services
Leisure Travel Services is off ering many trips during the fall 

season. The following trips are: 
• Oct. 6, Walk the Highline in Manhattan and shopping in the 

Chelsea Market. Leave West Point at 9 a.m., leave NYC at 4 p.m.; 
• Oct. 11, The Norman Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge, 

Massachussetts. Leave West Point at 8 a.m., leave Stockbridge 
at 4 p.m.; 

• Oct. 12, The New York Botanical Garden and Arthur 
Avenue. Leave West Point at 8:30 a.m., leave the Bronx at 3:30 
p.m.

There is a fee for these trips. For more details and 
reservations, call 845-938-3601.

Fall Foliage Luncheon Hudson River Cruise Oct. 13
The West Point Club presents its Fall Foliage Luncheon 

Cruise on the Hudson from noon-3 p.m. Oct. 13.
Boarding begins promptly at 11:45 a.m.  There is a nominal 

fee for this event. For more details and reservations, call 845-
938-5120.

CYS Fall Harvest Festival Oct. 17
The Child and Youth Services Festival will be held from 4-6 

p.m. Oct. 17 at the Stony Child Development Center, located at 
1207 Patrick Trail. For more details, call 845-938-4798.

CYSitters for Adults Class Oct. 19
The CYSitters for Adults class will be held from 9 a.m.-3 

p.m. at the Lee Area CYS Facility located at 140 Buckner Loop. 
For more details and to register, call 845-938-4458.

West Point Zombie Apocalypse Haunted Hayride Oct. 
26

The Zombie Apocalypse Haunted Hayride is a family fun-
fi lled event and open to the public. It will take place from 6-9 
p.m. Oct. 26 at the MWR Paintball Field. 

There will be a kid’s area supported by Youth Services. Park 
at the PX parking lot. Enter through the MWR Sports Fields. 
Recommended for children ages 7 and up. There is a nominal 
fee for this event. For more details, call 845-938-6497.

JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT

FOR THE FAMILIES

National Hunting and Fishing Day events with Outdoor 
Recreation

There is a privately-owned weapons open range session from 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Sept. 28 and Nov. 2 at Range 5 off  of Route 293.

There is free fi shing with Outdoor Recreation all day Sept. 
28 at Round Pond, Wilkins Pond, Bull Pond and Lake Frederick. 
No West Point Permit is needed. However, a New York State 
Fishing License is required. 

There is a Round Pond Archery Range from 8 a.m-6 p.m.  
Sept. 28. There are new targets and 3D targets (deer, bear, turkey) 
available. No reservation fees are required. Archery packages  
are available for rent at the Round Pond Offi  ce. 

All events are open to IAW AR 215-1, seven patrons only. 
Round Pond Offi  ce will be open 8 a.m.-6 p.m. For details, call 
845-938-2503.

2019-20 Staff  and Faculty Intramural Hockey League 
Sign-ups

The MWR Sports Offi  ce will conduct the 2019-20 Staff  and 
Faculty Intramural Hockey League sign-ups. It’s open to all 
active duty personnel, DOD civilians, retired personnel and all 
West Point community family members. 

Hockey games will be scheduled at 6 a.m. Monday and 
Thursday and at noon Tuesdays. 

Season Passes must be purchased to participate and are 
available on Oct. 1. The season will start skating on Oct. 1. To 
sign up and/or for more details, contact james.p.mcguinness.
naf@mail.mil or call 845-938-3066.

Tickets now on sale for Army Football Spirit Luncheons 
at the West Point Club

Tickets now on sale for Army Football Spirit Luncheons. 
Purchase your tickets from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the West Point Club’s Admin Offi  ce. 

Each luncheon is a pep rally for that week’s game. The next 
luncheon of the season is for Tulane on Oct. 3. Doors open at 11 
a.m. and the luncheon begins at noon. 

Buy your tickets early for reserved seats. For more details, 
visit thewestpointclub.com or call 845-938-5120.

West Point Golf Course Specials
Golf & Grub Special—The special includes 18 holes, cart, 

anything off  the menu and draft beer or soft drink. All fees are 
included. 

Available weekdays after 10 a.m., weekends after 1 p.m., 
through Oct. 20. Weekdays $59, weekends $65.

Family Golf Special—through Oct. 20, 3 p.m. to 45 minutes 
before dusk on Fridays through Sundays. 

Season pass holders pay $10, while active duty, retired 
military/DOD pay $25. All others pay $35, and it includes green 
fees and cart. Special kids meal price is $5 for children 10 and 
under. 

To schedule a tee time, book a private outing, or for more 
details, call 845-938-2435 or visit golfatwestpoint.com. 

Indoor Firearm Shooting now available at West Point
Come on down to the Tronsrue Marksmanship Center today. 

The center is located at 665 Tower Road, adjacent to the Gillis 
Field House.

 Hours of operation are Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Recreational shooting is open to all DOD cardholders and their 
guests. They have gun rentals, ammunition and targets for sale. 

For more details and to register, call 845-938-1700 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

Framing and engraving with West Point Arts and Crafts 

Dinner-To-Go Delivery Service for West Point Residents 
The West Point Club’s Dinner-To-Go is available Monday 

through Friday. Place your order by 2 p.m. that day and specify 
delivery time between 5-7 p.m. or a pick up time between 
4:30–6:30 p.m. and pick up your meal at the West Point Club’s 
Benny Havens Lounge. 

Delivery service is available for West Point residents only. 
Fifteen-minute parking is authorized for dinner pick up in front 
of the club. 

Servings for four to six are available for a nominal fee. 
For pricing and menu items, visit thewestpointclub.com or 

call 845-446-5506/5504.

MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op
The MWR Fitness Center Co-Op is looking for new members. 
The Co-Op is comprised of CYS eligible patrons with 

children ages 6 weeks to 5 years who are looking to work out 
while having your child participate in volunteer facilitated 
childcare. 

In exchange for your child’s participation, co-op members 
agree to support other members and assist with the supervision 
of children during co-op hours. 

If you are interested, call the CYS Outreach Services Offi  ce 
at 845-938-3969.

Dierks Bentley to 
Headline Fall Concert 
at Michie Stadium 
Oct. 18 

West Point MWR 
and Army West Point 
Athletics present: Dierks 
Bentley Burning Man 
Tour 2019. Joined by 
Dustin Lynch and special 
guest, the concert will be 
held at 7 p.m. Oct. 18 at 
Michie Stadium.

Tickets  are  now 
on sale to the general 
publ ic .  Ticke ts  a re 
avai lab le  on l ine  a t 
goarmywestpoint.com/tickets.

The custom framing experts at Arts and Crafts can turn any 
achievement into a timeless work of art. 

Choose from more than 500 quality moldings, 450 acid-free 
mats and opt for UV-protective glass to prevent fading.  

They also off er engraving for any special occasion. Give them 
a call for any special engraving items you may have. 

Arts and Crafts’ easy and quick pricing allows you to design 
to your budget. For more details, call 845-938-4812.

Champagne Sunday Brunch at the West Point Club
Join the West Point Club for the Champagne Sunday Brunch. 
Sunday Brunch is from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Pierce Dining 

Room and runs through Nov. 17.
There is a nominal fee for these brunches. 
Reserve your spot in advance at thewestpointclub.com. For 

more details, call 845-938-5120.

CYS Home School Boat Ride Sept. 26
School Support Services invites all families who will be 

home schooling their children to cruise the Hudson River from 
10:30 a.m.-noon Sept. 26.  

Meet new families and/or reconnect after the summer months. 
Boarding of the Superintendent’s Boat begins at 10 a.m. at South 
Dock. This event is free and there is no RSVP required. 

You are welcome to bring snacks and drinks for your family.  
Visit the below link for gate access information at https://home.
army.mil/westpoint/index.php/about/visitor-information. 

For details or to ask questions, call 845-938-2092 or email 
michi.l.carl.naf@mail.mil.

School Age Center’s Before and After School Care
The School Age Center off ers programs with several diff erent 

themes and activities for kindergarten through fi fth grade. 
If you are interested in a before and/or after school program 

for your child, sign up today. 
The School Age Center also hosts children who would like 

to come on an hourly or daily basis. 
For details, call the Lee Area CYS Facility Front Desk at 

845-938-8530 or 0941.
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Keller 
Corner

P a s s i n g  o f  f o r m e r  H o s p i t a l 
Commander and medical pioneer—
Dr. John A. Feagin, Jr.

Dr. John A. Feagin, Jr., the commander 
of Keller Army Community Hospital from 
1978-79, passed away on Sept. 1, 2019, 
at the age of 85, at his home in Jackson, 
Wyoming.

Feagin, USMA Class of 1955, was an 
airborne artillery lieutenant who became 
the first active duty Army officer to attend 
medical school, a battlefield surgeon 
in Vietnam, a research physician and 
innovative bioengineer whose published 
work led to quantum advances in orthopedic 
surgery. 

Feagin was the world’s leading authority 
on cruciate ligaments and a pioneer in the 
practice of sports medicine. Feagin’s entire 
professional life was one of unselfish 
contribution to the U.S. Army Medical 
Corps, the broader medical profession and 
to the Nation. 

A role model for young physicians, 
his extraordinary personal standards of 
competency, dedication to service and 
compassion transcended his international 
reputation as one of the world’s leading 
authorities in sports medicine. 

He was a consummate professional who 
epitomized the ideals expressed in the West 
Point motto: ‘Duty, Honor, Country.’ 

As a teacher, scientist, mentor, author, 
medical missionary and humanist, Feagin 
was truly a lion in his chosen field.

Feagin’s life will be celebrated in a 
memorial service at the U.S. Military 
Academy Chapel in November.

Patient Family Advisory Committee 
meeting scheduled for Sept. 27

The next Patient Family Advisory 
Committee meeting is scheduled from 
3-4 p.m. Sept. 27 at the Brian D. Allgood 
Ambulatory Clinic, Room G59 (ground 
floor). 

The PFAC is  an  oppor tuni ty  for 
the “voice of the beneficiary” to have 
interactive conversations with medical 
providers. 

The information shared will play an 
active role in how our practice prioritizes 
and designs changes that will affect the 
patient community.

Some of the topics the PFAC would like 
to focus on include:

• Patient experience
• Patient safety
• Quality improvement
• Patient education
• Patient/Family communication
• Marketing
• Professional education
• Access to care

• Current events at KACH
The PFAC is  open to  a l l  Kel le r 

beneficiaries,  including active duty, 
reservist, veterans, retirees and the West 
Point community.

Keller Social Media Campaigns for 
September 2019

• National Preparedness Month—every 
Wednesday

•  Suicide Prevention & Awareness 
Month —every Tuesday and Thursday

• Cholesterol Awareness Month—every 
Sunday.

Substance Use Disorder Clinic open
The KACH’s Substance Use Disorder 

Clinic Care (SUDCC) is open to cadets, 
a c t i v e  d u t y  s e r v i c e  m e m b e r s  a n d 
beneficiaries who are interested in seeking 
help independently.  

The clinic provides substance use 
disorder clinical care including assessment, 
education, treatment, rehabilitation and 
aftercare for cadets, active duty members 
and other beneficiaries. 

This is an integrated medical and 
behavioral health model aimed to enhance 
health and readiness.  

It is preferred to have individuals seek 
education and treatment on their own to 
prevent them from possibly experiencing 
an alcohol or drug related incident. 

The SUDCC is located in Building 656. 
You can schedule an appointment in person 
from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday- Friday or 
calling 845-938-7691. 

Help KACH reduce, eliminate “No 
Shows”

Keller Army Community Hospital is 
asking for your assistance in reducing 
and eliminating “no-shows” on missed 
appointments.

Did you know that in Fiscal Year 2017, 
Keller had 3,107 ‘no-shows’? Did you 
know since, Oct. 1, 2017, Keller has 2,637 
‘no-shows’? At approximately $75 per 
visit, these ‘no-shows’ resulted in a loss 
of $233,025 in FY17, and are currently 
resulting in a loss of $197,775.

There is  a  saying in the medical 
community that “an appointment missed by 
you, is an appointment missed by two”—1.) 
the appointment missed by the patient, 
and 2.) that missed appointment time that 
another patient could have had.

KACH asks  that  as  soon as  you 
realize you will not make your scheduled 
appointment, call the Appointment Center 
at 845-938-7992 or 800-552-2907, or 
visit https://www.tricareonline.com/, 
and cancel so we can re-book that slot for 
another beneficiary.

Friday—“Fast & Furious Presents: Hobbs & Shaw,” PG-13, 
7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Dora and the Lost City of Gold,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark,” PG-13, 9:30 
p.m.
Sept. 27—“The Art of Racing in the Rain,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 28—“The Angry Birds Movie 2,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 28—“Good Boys,” R, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.aafes.com/exchange-
stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

• Nature Strollers Walk: Join West 
Point Family Homes for a Nature Strollers 
Walk for families with young children at the 
Hudson Highlands Outdoor Discovery Center 
Nature on Monday. The trails are stroller and 
toddler friendly. 

We will meet at the HH Visitors Center at 
9:15 a.m. The event runs to 11 a.m. To register, 
email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Friday with 
the name and age of children attending.

• Melody in Motion: Ms. Desrae 
sings children’s songs, dances with ribbons, 
plays instruments, marches in a parade and 
more from 9:30-11 a.m. Sept. 26 at B126 
Washington Road. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Sunday with the name and age of children 
attending.

• Ballroom Dancing: Join us at 6:30-8 
p.m. Sept. 27 at B126 Washington Road for 
instruction in ballroom and Latin dancing 
with Tatiana. 

Learn to dance for all occasions: weddings, 
reunions and family gatherings. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com.
Light refreshments are available.

• Explore wildlife: We will follow 
the friendly trails to explore the wildlife 
center and the trailside museums at the Bear 
Mountain Trailside Museum and Zoo Sept. 
30. Meet outside the gift shop entrance at 
1 p.m. 

Email jgellman@bbcgrp.com with the 
name and ages of each child attending by 
Wednesday. WPFH will provide beverages 
and snacks.
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AAFES giving away tickets 
to Army-Navy Game Dec. 14
By Army & Air Force Exchange Service 
Public Affairs

Military shoppers have a chance to cheer on 
the Army Black Knights and Navy Midshipmen 
in person at the 2019 Army-Navy Game 
just by shopping their military exchange or 
commissary with their MILITARY STAR® 
card.

Shoppers will automatically be entered 
to win two tickets to the game when they use 
their MILITARY STAR card through Oct. 17. 

Qualifying purchases can be made 
anywhere MILITARY STAR is accepted, 
including ShopMyExchange.com. Honorably 
discharged Veterans can win, too. 

The Army & Air Force Exchange Service, 

which administers the MILITARY STAR 
program, is a participating partner of the 2019 
Army-Navy Game.  

“The Army-Navy Game is where heroes 
win,” Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Luis Reyes, 
Exchange senior enlisted advisor, said. “The 
Exchange and MILITARY STAR want the 
best customers in the world to have a chance 
to experience this game live.”

Four winners will be randomly selected 
and will receive a pair of tickets to the 120th 
Army-Navy Game, which takes place Dec. 
14 at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia. 

Travel and lodging are not included. For 
more information and official rules, visit www.
MyECP.com/CustomerAds/Page/Exchange.
com.
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Volleyball takes Black Knights Invitational with two wins

FOOTBALL

SATURDAY, NOON—MORGAN STATE, MICHIE STADIUM.

OCT. 5, NOON—TULANE, MICHIE STADIUM.

MEN’S SOCCER

SATURDAY, 1 P.M.—LOYOLA, BALTIMORE.

TUESDAY, 7 P.M.—FAIRFIELD, MALEK STADIUM AT CLINTON FIELD.

VOLLEYBALL

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY—BULLDOGS INVITATIONAL VS. SACRED HEART, YALE AND STONY 
BROOK IN NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT.

SEPT. 27—NAVY, GILLIS FIELD HOUSE.

SEPT. 28—AMERICAN, GILLIS FIELD HOUSE.

Sports calendar
SPRINT FOOTBALL

FRIDAY, 7 P.M.—NAVY, SHEA STADIUM.

SEPT. 27, 7 P.M.—CORNELL, ITHACA, NEW YORK.

WOMEN’S SOCCER

SUNDAY, 2 P.M.—HOLY CROSS, WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS.

SEPT. 27, 7 P.M.—NAVY, MALEK STADIUM AT CLINTON FIELD.

OCT. 2, 7 P.M.—BOSTON UNIVERSITY, MALEK STADIUM AT CLINTON FIELD.

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

FRIDAY—COAST TO COAST BATTLE OF BEANTOWN, BOSTON.

**VIEW THE UPCOMING ARMY WEST POINT BLACK KNIGHTS SCHEDULE AT WWW.GOARMYWESTPOINT.
COM/CALENDAR.ASPX?VTYPE=LIST.
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By Nick Lovera
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Volleyball team 
won both of its matches on Saturday to claim 
a sweep of the Black Knights Invitational at 
Gillis Field House. 

With wins over Kent State and Bryant, 
Army (6-3) remains undefeated at home this 
season with all six of its wins recorded at 
West Point. 

Senior outside hitter Sydney Morriss was 
named the tournament’s Most Valuable Player 
after recording 33 kills across the team’s three 
matches. 

Morriss was instrumental in Army’s third 
set comeback against Binghamton on Friday 
in which they fought back from a 17-9 defi cit. 

Another high note in the tournament 
was the team's defensive corps led by junior 
libero Ana Oglivie and freshman libero Sayler 
Butters. 

“Those two are one of the most dynamic 
duos in the country in terms of defense,” head 
coach Alma Kovaci Lee said. “They are very 
good and even today where I changed their 
positions, they still performed like there was 
no change at all. Their defense is making our 
off ense work, so I can't say enough about what 
those two are doing for us.”

The day started with a strongly contested 
matchup against Kent State where neither 
team led by more than three through the fi rst 
two sets. 

Army fought through the fi rst two frames 
25-23 and 25-22 before dropping the third set. 
The Cadets closed out the match with a strong 
25-16 fourth set. 

Senior outside hitter Courtney Horace (15), 
Morriss (12) and sophomore middle blocker 
Emmy Barnhorst (12) each posted double-
digit kills. Junior setter Hannah Presley (22) 
and senior setter Nikki Lum (20) each hit the 

20-assist mark. 
The Cadets came out swinging in their 

second match against Bryant, jumping out to 
the lead with a 25-14 advantage in the fi rst set. 
Bryant fended off  six set points in the second 
set before Army was able to close the door with 
a 25-23 game. They carried that momentum 
into the third set to take the match and clinch 
a sweep of the tournament. 

Horace was the lone member of the team 
with double-digit kills with10 fi nishers. In her 
fi rst start as libero, freshman Butters recorded 
15 digs en route to being named to the All-
Tournament team.

The Black Knights will compete in one 
more tournament before Patriot League play 
begins as they head to Yale for the Bulldogs 
Invitational in New Haven, Connecticut, next 

weekend. 

ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM:
• Army—#22 Sydney Morriss (MVP), #4 

Sayler Butters
• Binghamton—#3 Kiara Adams
• Bryant—#7 Maya Popernik, #9 Alisi 

Motu’apuaka
• Kent State—#15 Kiara Matthews. 
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Sprint Football outlasts Penn in thriller, 24-21

The Army West Point Sprint Football team opened its 2019 season with a nail-biting 24-21 victory over Penn Friday evening at Franklin Field in Philadelphia. 
The Black Knights (1-0) have won eight consecutive season-openers. Senior wide receiver Tom Williamson (above) made five catches for 81 yards, including 
a 40-yard diving catch that led to the winning field late in the fourth quarter.                      Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By JJ Klein
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Sprint Football team 
opened its 2019 season with a nail-biting 24-21 
victory over Penn Friday evening at Franklin 
Field in Philadelphia. The Black Knights (1-0) 
have won eight consecutive season-openers.

Trailing by just a field goal, Penn (0-1) was 
threatening in the closing minute of the game. 
The Quakers brought the ball to the Army 20-
yard line, but time expired before they had a 
chance to tie or win the game.

In addition to managing three turnovers, 
Army's defense held the Quakers offense to 
3-of-5 on its red zone attempts. 

Junior defensive back Ryan Leach was 
responsible for two of the Black Knights’ 
takeaways with a career-high two interceptions.    

  
Army highlights and game notes 
• The Black Knights have now won 15 of 

their last 16 games.
• Head Coach Mark West earned his 60th 

career victory. The 11th-year coach needs just 
four more victories to tie Bob Thompson (1986-

97) for the second most in program history.
• Army now leads the all-time series with 

Penn, 58-7.
• Leach now has four career interceptions. 

He matched his career total entering the night 
with two.

• Senior running back Jake Gigliotti’s 62-
yard touchdown catch is the longest reception 
of his career. It also marks his second career 
receiving touchdown.

• Junior linebacker Tate Blessinger led the 
Army defense with seven tackles, including 
two for a loss.

• Junior wide receiver Justin Charette’s six 
receptions tied a career high.

• Sophomore kicker Seppi Ortman was a 
perfect 3-for-3 on PAT attempts and 1-for-2 on 
field goal attempts.

How it happened
First Quarter 
• After both offenses were held to three-and-

outs on their opening drives, Penn running back 
LaQuan McKever broke free on the first play 
of the Quakers’ second drive. Senior defensive 
back Desmond Young had a touchdown-saving 

tackle on the play, tripping McKever up from 
behind. Later in the drive, senior linebacker 
Onorino Tamburri came up with an interception 
in the red zone.

• The Black Knights got the board thanks 
to a 62-yard catch-and-run from Gigliotti. The 
play capped off seven-play 97-yard drive to 
put Army up 7-0 with 2:53 left in the opening 
quarter.

Second Quarter 
• On Army’s first drive of the second 

quarter, the Cadets took advantage of great field 
position with a 51-yard touchdown drive that 
spanned seven plays. The drive was capped off 
by a 6-yard pass in the corner of the end zone 
to senior wide receiver John Descisciolo from  
sophomore quarterback JC Watson with 11:20 
remaining.

• Penn responded with a lengthy, clock-
eating drive. Over the course of 19 plays, the 
Quakers marched the ball down to Army’s 
5-yardline. The Black Knights’ defense came 
up with a huge stop on 4th-and-inches with 
Blessinger prying the ball out of the would-be 
receiver’s hands with 11 seconds remaining 
in the half.

Third Quarter 
• Penn capitalized on an Army fumble on a 

punt return early in the third quarter. Quakers 
quarterback Eddie Jenkins took off for a 14-
yard touchdown run to get Penn on the board.

• The Quakers evened the score with 
another quarterback keeper from Jenkins on a 
4th and 1 play.

Fourth Quarter 
• Army answered back with a touchdown 

on the ensuing drive, capped off with a 5-yard 
touchdown pass to Charette from junior 
quarterback Ryan Sullivan over the middle of 
the field with 12:33 remaining in the contest. 
The score put Army back in command 21-14.  

• Penn came back on the following drive 
with Jenkins’ third rushing touchdown of the 
evening to once again even the score.

• Army’s Ortman knocked through the go-
ahead 21-yard field goal with just under five 
minutes remaining. The field goal was set up 
by a 40-yard connection between Sullivan and 
senior wide receiver Tom Williamson. 

Williamson sprawled out making a 
highlight-reel catch to advance the Black 
Knights into the red zone.



16 sePtemBer 19, 2019

sPorts
Pointer View

sePtemBer 19, 2019
Vol. 76, no. 36
duty, Honor, Country

tHe  

Laws, Army Football rush to road win at UTSA
Sophomore quarterback Jabari Laws made his fi rst collegiate start under center and rushed for a career-best 137 yards on 23 carries and a touchdown during 
Army West Point Football’s 31-13 victory over UTSA Saturday at the Alamodome in San Antonio.                 Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Football team got back on the winning 
track by grinding out a 31-13 win on the road at UTSA on 
Saturday afternoon at the Alamodome in San Antonio. 

Sophomore quarterback Jabari Laws made his fi rst collegiate 
start under center and rushed for a career-best 137 yards on 23 
carries and a touchdown. Senior running back Kell Walker had 
his best outing of the season with 80 yards on fi ve carries and 
two touchdowns on the ground. 

The Black Knights’ defense was key in holding off  the 
Roadrunners in the fi rst half and recorded fi ve sacks and nine 
tackles for loss in the win. Six diff erent players registered at 
least a half a sack. 

Army forced three fumbles in the game and recovered two, 
including senior defensive lineman Jacob Covington’s huge 
recovery off  junior defensive back Javhari Bourdeau’s forced 
fumble in the second half. 

Army ran for a season-high 340 yards and found the end zone 
four times on the ground. The Black Knights’ defense held the 
home team to 260 total yards, including only 51 rushing yards.

How it happened
• Army started on the attack with 10 points in the fi rst fi ve 

minutes of the game and found the end zone on just three plays 
to blast out of the gate.

• Laws started the drive with a 34-yard run before Walker 
found the end zone after rushing from the UTSA 26-yard line. 

• On the following Roadrunners’ drive, senior defensive back 
Elijah Riley and sophomore defensive lineman Kwabena Bonsu 
teamed up for a forced fumble and recovery to set up senior 
kicker David Cooper for a 42-yard fi eld goal for his fi rst career 
kick through the uprights.

• UTSA was poised to score before the half with 13 seconds 
on the clock, but the Roadrunners pushed the kick wide on a 42-
yard attempt and Army went into halftime with a 10-0 advantage. 

• The Roadrunners put up their fi rst points of the game 

halfway through the third quarter and ate up 6:58 minutes on 
the clock, gaining 65 yards on 13 plays to make it 10-7 Army.

• With UTSA driving at the 2:34 minute mark, Bourdeau 
stripped the ball after to force a fumble which Covington 
recovered and returned for 15 yards.

• On the next play, Laws scored a 41-yard touchdown to give 
the Black Knights a 17-7 lead.

• The Black Knights took a 24-7 lead with 10:43 on the clock 
after a 70-yard, nine-play drive that ate up 4:31 of the fi nal quarter. 

• Walker scampered in from the red zone untouched to give 
Army a commanding 24-7 lead in the fourth quarter. 

• UTSA kept things interesting with a touchdown less than 
two minutes later. The Roadrunners gained 33-yards on six plays 
for the score. 

• The Black Knights put the game out of reach with a 13-
play, 70-yard scoring drive that took 7:27 off  the clock. Senior 
running back Connor Slomka dove in from three-yards out to 
seal the win for Army as they moved to 2-1 on the season with 
a 31-13 win on the road. 


